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P resident Mokgweetsi 
Masisi is caught in dilemma 
to balance between threats 

posed by COVID-19 to the 
economy and individual lives as 
calls grow for lifting lockdown in 
greater Gaborone.

The Minister of Health and 
Wellness Dr Lemogang Kwape, 
who has been missing in action 
for some time, late Thursday night 
announced the unanticipated hard 
lockdown for Greater Gaborone.

This lockdown will last for 
two weeks, but calls are already 
pouring in from the vital 
stakeholder businesses that 
contribute to the economy for the 
lockdown to be lifted.

Batswana are facing a bleak 
two weeks as they were trying to 
recover from the hard financial 
crisis due to the two months of 
nationwide lockdown from April-
May aimed at containing virus.

So, the key players in field of 
economy or business warn of 
massive economic instability as the 
country is currently lurching from 
one crisis to another such as fuel 
crisis and worker protests.

Some of the leading local 
investors have reflected on the 
latest lockdown.

Choppies Group CEO 
Ramachandran Ottapathu said the 
lockdown brought about a huge 
inconvenience to the business 
as it was announced late; hence 
circumstances are painful.

He said government should 
strike a balance between saving 
economy and containing threats 
emanating from Covid-19, saying 
post lockdown more businesses 
would die for good.

“A lot of businesses have 
been affected by the Covid-19 
lockdown. This recent lockdown 
would cause irreparable damage, 
particularly to the small medium 
businesses that were on the route 
of recovery. Our staff didn’t 
manage to come to work on Friday 
due to inconvenience,” he said.

He said the issuing of permits 
also added salt to the wound 
as there was technical hiccups 
to process the permits for their 
employers, leading to losses 
encountered.

For Spar Botswana, according 
to the Marketing Director Bobby 
Rushforth, the first day of the 
lockdown caused mayhem for 
the company as there was public 
transport shortage for workers.

Rushforth estimated that his 
business would lose about P20 
million for the two weeks 
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F ree spirited MP for 
Francistown West, Ignatius 
Moswaane, has objected 

to his suspension from the ruling 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP), 
drawing comparisons between 
former President Ian Khama’s 
leadership style and that of the 
incumbent, Mokgweetsi Masisi, 
accusing the latter of dictatorial 
tendencies.

To contextualise the juxtaposition, 
Moswaane argues that he has always 
been an outspoken Member of 
Parliament even during former 
President Ian Khama’s tenure, adding 
that at times he was so offensive that 
he once called Khama a dictator. 
“Why didn’t he fire me from the 
party then? He would call me and sit 
me down to listen to my queries,” he 
added, complaining that that is not 
the case with Masisi now. 

Moswaane has since given the 
BDP leadership 14 days to lift the 
suspension imposed on him earlier 
this month; otherwise he will dump 
the political movement to find 
democracy and peace elsewhere.  
He however denies heading to the 
opposition Botswana Patriotic Front 
(BPF). “If I am not allowed to speak 
against corruption, then something is 
wrong, I cannot belong to that kind 
of organisation. 

So they must withdraw my 
suspension if they want to keep me 
in the party, I am giving them 14 
days to do that. I am going to deliver 
a letter to them today saying I don’t 
need to go through a disciplinary 
hearing,” said a furious Moswaane in 
an interview on Friday. 

He believes his suspension is unfair 
and uncalled for as he did exactly 
what Masisi has always encouraged 
Batswana to do, to speak against 
corruption. The maverick legislator 
emphasised his unhappiness about 

‘Masisi worse 
than Khama’
•	  Moswaane gives BDP 14 days ultimatum to lift suspension
•	  “I am not going to be tuned like a radio. I cannot belong to that kind of organisation’
•	  Denies flirting with Khama’s  BPF
•	  Vows to oppose Floor Crossing Bill, blames weak leadership

the suspension saying he is in 
Parliament to represent the people 
who voted him at the polls, instead 
of protecting unethical practices. “If 
I am not allowed to speak against 
corruption, then something is wrong. 

I cannot belong to that kind of 
organisation. So they must uplift my 
suspension if they want to keep me 
in the party. I am giving them 14 
days to do that. I am going to deliver 
a letter to them today saying I don’t 
need to go through a disciplinary 
hearing,” he said.

Moswaane also made his 
displeasure about the envisaged floor 
crossing bill known, dismissing it 
as undemocratic as it infringes on 
the rights of freedom of speech and 
freedom of association. 

He argues that Batswana have 
always had freedom of association 
in the past sixty years of democracy, 

adding that there is no need for the 
ruling party to be reactionary to 
current situations remarking that it 
only shows weaknesses about how 
the current administration thinks.

“I am not going to support that 
bill, and I know some BDP MPs are 
against it but they are afraid to speak 
up. 

Electorates are the only ones who 
can take action against a member of 
parliament. Why should we remain 
mum as MPs, we are the voice of 
the voiceless. We should be allowed 
to talk about issues affecting our 
country .We are the mouth piece of 
the people,” he noted.

Moswaane also ridiculed rumors 
of his defecting to the Botswana 
Patriotic Front (BDP) emphasizing 
that he currently has no plans to join 
any other political party adding that 
if he is to leave the BDP it would be 

because of pressure from the party 
leadership. He reiterated that his 
major complaint is against poor 
service delivery and corruption as he 
was reliably informed that though 
the Covid 19 food relief programme 
was discontinued, there is food 
stored and rotting at the Francistown 
warehouse amounting to half a 
million pula, whereas in Tlokweng 
there is food worth 2.4 million pula 
stuck at a warehouse.

“I am not going to be told what to 
say or being fine-tuned like a radio. 
I have my own opinions. I have to 
speak openly for my people, food is 
rotting. 

This amounts to corruption 
because you wonder why they were 
bought if they are not being delivered 
to people. I suspect the purchase 
order was made in a corrupt 
manner,” he said.
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F ormer Permanent 
Secretary to the President 
(PSP) Carter Morupisi 

returns to the dock on Thursday 
for continuation of trial after an 
adjournment to allow state witness, 
Directorate of Corruption and 
Economic Crimes investigator 
Kentse Setlaboshane, to recollect 
himself. 

Setlaboshane had told court that 
he was traumatised by a break-in at 
his house where the robbers looted 
his house the night before he took 
the stance at the Gaborone High 
Court before Justice Mokwadi Chris 
Gabanagae on Thursday. Before the 
adjournment, Setlaboshane had told 
court that documents for the tender 
that was floated by Botswana Public 
Officers Pension Fund (BPOPF) for 
the private equity partnership (the 
Botswana Opportunties partnership 
-BOP) in 2013, a list of bidders and 
results for an evaluation/adjudication 
exercise are nowhere to be found. He 
said DCEC had repeatedly requested 
for the documents but they are never 
availed to him because they have 
vanished into thin air. 

Giving a historical background to 
clarify the relation between Morupisi, 
Capital Management Botswana 
(CMB) and its Directors, Rapula 

•		CMB tender 
documents 
nowhere to be 
found 

•		Morupisi 
corruption 
trial moved to 
Thursday

•		Accountant 
General to be 
charged for 
CMB kickbacks?

BPOPF 
Board 
‘minutes’ 
missing

LOCKDOWN 3: 
Economic
disaster

•		Greater Gaborone hard 
lockdowns cause tension, row

•		Choppies CEO Ram says 
surprise lockdown is appalling

•	 	Spar estimates to make P20 
million loss for next two weeks

•		BFTU warns against instability 
as people are displeased

•		 39 new cases; 27 cases at 
a Mogoditshane school; 4 
students and 4 teachers at 
Masa positive

Moswaane 
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T
he top 50 Finalists of 
the Africa’s Business 
Heroes competition, 

half of which are female and 
represent 21 countries across 
Africa and 18 sectors

The 2020 Africa’s Business 
Heroes (ABH) prize 
competition, a flagship 
philanthropic program 
established by the Jack Ma 
Foundation’s Africa Netpreneur 
Prize Initiative (ANPI), has 
shortlisted the top 50 finalists 
from stage one of the selection 
process. The fifty entrepreneurs 
will continue their journey in 
the competition, for a chance 
to become one of the ten 
entrepreneurs that will compete 
in the grand finale later this year. 

The top 50 finalists were 
selected from a pool of over 
22,000 applications received 
from all 54 African nations. 
The diversity of the finalist 
roster reflects the aim of 
Africa’s Business Heroes to 
be inclusive and grassroots, 
providing entrepreneurs from 
all over Africa with a platform 
to showcase their talent and 
business ideas, regardless of 
nationality, industry, age or 
gender. 

The 2020 top fifty finalists 
come from twenty-one countries 
(Algeria, Benin, Botswana, 
Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Liberia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, 
Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, 
Tunisia, Uganda, Zimbabwe) 
and eighteen sectors, such 
as: agriculture, AI, Big Data, 
business services, construction, 
education, engineering, 
e-commerce, fashion, financial 
services, healthcare, ICT, 
logistics, manufacturing, 
management services, retail, 
renewable energy, and 
transportation.

The average age of the 
cohort is 37 with the youngest 
candidate aged 22 and the eldest 
aged 64. 50% of the candidates 
are female – a 24% increase 
from the debut competition last 
year, and 32% are francophone, 
reflecting this year’s competition 
opening applications in French 
for the first time. 

Over the past month, a 
panel of 140 highly skilled and 
experienced judges reviewed 
the submissions, evaluating 

*THULAGANO MERAFE 
SEGOKGO 

I t is with great delight 
and honour to receive 
P300 000.00 worth of fuel 

today from Kwa Nokeng Oil. 
My Ministry, through Central 
Transport Organisation 
(CTO), which is charged with 
ensuring availability of fuel for 
government fleet welcomes 
every drop of fuel into its tanks. 

This donation is a welcome 
development especially that 

we are faced with challenges 
brought about by COVID-19 
pandemic where fuel is hard 
to source. This is not the first 
time that Kwa Nokeng Oil is 
contributing towards the fight 
against COVID-19 pandemic. 
The company has offered truck 
spaces around Pandamatenge 
and Martins Drift as quarantine 
facility for truck drivers.

In May 2020, the company 
started an initiative of providing 
truck drivers with food and 
refreshments worth P205 000 

throughout the country’s road 
network. We must applaud 
companies such as Kwa Nokeng 
Oil which continue to heed 
the call by Government to join 
hands in fighting the COVID 
-19 pandemic through making 
financial contributions or 
otherwise.

I wish to encourage other 
companies and individuals to 
assist as Government welcomes 
any contributions not matter 
how insignificant they may 
appear. I wish to remind people 

that we are not yet out of the 
woods and wish to them to 
continue practicing social 
distancing, wear masks all the 
time and washing of hands with 
soap or sanitize frequently. 

I wish to also encourage you 
to continue observing as well as 
adhering to all health protocols.

*MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 
AND COMMUNICATIONS 
AND MP FOR TLOKWENG 
DURING THE HANDING 
OVER OF FUEL donation 

I n keeping true to their 
purpose, Botswana is 
our home, we drive 

her growth, Stanbic Bank 
Botswana officially handed-over 
community relief collateral to 
Mahupu Unified Secondary 
School in Takatokwane. 
The Bank’s donation of 
1850 protective masks, 150 
Toiletry Hampers and 100 
sanitisers comes as part of their 
unwavering commitment to 
uplift the communities in which 
they serve.

The Bank is constantly 
gravitating towards being more 
than just a place people keep 
their money but a true partner 
in the lives of Batswana.  Its 
strategy, actions, and culture 
are premised on clear and 
unwavering National pride, and 
a desire to actively drive growth 
in the communities they serve 
and indeed our Nation at large. 

Said, Stanbic Bank Botswana 
Communications Manager, 
Ms. Ruth Lorato Sibanda, “As 
Stanbic Bank Botswana we 
recognise that our growth is 
inherently interwoven with that 
of Botswana and her people. 

Thus, we are passionate 
about contributing towards 
sustainable success and growth 
for Botswana and indeed 
Batswana. 

The Bank has a longstanding 

KWA NOKENG OIL 
donates P300 000 fuel

The Minister of Local 
Government and 
Rural Development, 

Honourable Eric  Mothibi 
Molale  has commended 
a local contractor, Kabelo 
Matsididi for donating hygiene 
and sanitation equipment to 
Morelelo Primary School in 
Rakhuna as a contribution to  
national response to COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Matsididi, whose 
contribution has been described 
as an act of benevolence is not 

new to construction as he has 
been involved in the sector for 
years as a project manager and 
contractor.  

He says his donation to 
the school is in response to 
concerted efforts to fight and 
contain the spread of COVID-
19. The School Head, Dineo 
Olesitse is equally appreciative 
of this noble gesture as it is 
bound to assist the School 
community in its preventative 
measures against the spread of 
coronavirus. 

Molale commends contractor

Stanbic empowers 
Mahupu students

relationship with the faculty and 
students of Mahupu Unified 
Secondary School as we believe 
that our youth are indeed our 
future. Our aim is to empower 
Botswana’s youth with the 
necessary motivation and 
infrastructure to help promote 
academic excellence. This is a 
long-term vision, ensuring we 
educate our youth and support 
them through their growth 
journeys.”

This initiative speaks to 
Stanbic Bank Botswana’s SEE 
Value Driver which focuses 
on the Social, Economic and 
Environmental impact of how 
the Bank does business.  The 
Bank has a well-established 

relationship with Mahupu 
Unified Secondary School, 
having hosted 60 Business 
Studies students from the 
school for an educational 
trip to Gaborone in March 
2020. 

Held at the Bank’s 
Head Office, the all-day 
engagement presented an 
opportunity for the Bank 
to present to the students 
on Money, Banking and 
Finance topics to unpack their 
school curriculum with the aim 
of helping them improve their 
academic performance. 

Concluded Sibanda, “We 
hope that our efforts here today 
will inspire more corporates 

to get involved in their 
communities and to do what 
they can to make a meaningful 
difference where it matters 
most. 

As Stanbic Bank Botswana 
we commend his Excellency 
the President of the Republic of 
Botswana, Dr. Eric Keabetswe 
Mokgweetsi Masisi as well as 
his entire team for working 
tirelessly towards defeating 
the virus in Botswana. This 
journey has not been, by any 
measure, a small task. However, 
you all rose to the occasion 
and continue to lead Batswana 
through what has been 
challenging terrains. IT CAN 
BE.”

• FINALISTS OF 2020 “AFRICA’S BUSINESS HEROES” COMPETITION  • Finalists selected from across 54 African nations
• Represent 21 African countries, half are female, and work in 18 sectors   • To participate in an exclusive virtual boot camp on July 28

Top 50 Africa netpreneurs selected 
JACK MA FOUNDATION’S

applicants’ leadership and 
vision, their ability to translate 
their innovations and ideas into 
sustainable and robust business 
models, and their commitment 
to create positive impact to 
uplift their communities. Judges, 
whose unrivalled knowledge and 
industry expertise has brought 
immense added value to the 
selection process, represented a 
variety of key sectors in Africa, 
such as agriculture, tech, retail 
and e-commerce, education, 
healthcare, finance, logistics, and 
tourism.

Before stepping into the 
second round of selection, 
which will determine the top 
20 finalists, the fifty selected 
entrepreneurs will be invited to 
join an exclusive virtual boot 
camp hosted by the Africa’s 
Business Heroes team on July 
28th. The boot camp represents 
a further opportunity for 
aspiring candidates to access 
unparalleled knowledge and 
insights from across the ABH 
network. It also aims to build 
up finalists’ management and 
leadership capabilities and 
ultimately increase not only their 
chance of progressing to the 
next stages of the competition 
but to further develop as 
entrepreneurs. 

During the boot camp, they 
will have the chance to receive 
feedback from round 1 judges 
such as Rafeh Saleh, Director 
of the Founder Institute and 
Omolara Awoyemi, Senior 
Program Manager at Facebook. 

Participants will also have the 
opportunity to attend interactive 
workshops with industry and 
business leaders, who have been 
partnering with ABH this year, 
including Abdelhameed Sharara, 
Founder & CEO of RiseUp; 
Patrick Awuah, Founder & 
President of Ashesi University, 
and Sebastien Nony, General 
Partner of Janngo Capital. It 
will also feature a few of the 
2019 finalists who will provide 
advice and insights on their own 
journeys.

The selection process to 
spotlight the 2020 Africa’s 
Business Heroes finalists 
will continue throughout the 
summer. Following round 2 
interviews and the semi-finale 
pitch, the top 20 and top 10 
finalists will be announced 
in August and September 
respectively. ABH will culminate 
in a grand finale show later this 
year, where the top 10 finalists 
will take the stage to pitch 
business legends – including 
Jack Ma – for a chance to win 
their share of a US$1.5 million 
prize pool.

A number of round 1 judges 
commented on their experience 
with Africa’s Business Heroes, 
noting:

“I am thrilled to have served 
as a judge for the Africa’s 
Business Heroes competition. It’s 
been an honour to help identify 
business heroes from Africa 
that are genuinely committed 
to changing the game in their 
respective industries. In these 

challenging times, getting 
to discover how the ABH 
applicants manage to turn 
challenges into opportunities, 
with a real sense of purpose 
and dedication to improve 
the conditions of people in 
their communities strengthens 
my belief in the promise of 
entrepreneurship in Africa.” 
said Isadora Bigourdan Bryden, 
Team Lead at Agence Française 
de Développement.

“Driven by the spirit of 
entrepreneurship, the tangible 
benefits of social good, and 
a strong sense of community 
pride, this startup competition 
is special - showcasing many 
promising ideas and a diverse 
group of African startups. It’s 
been inspirational to see these 
founders, deeply rooted and 
passionate, create change in 
their world.” commented Triane 
Chang, Silicon Valley Startup 
Advisor. 

“It is truly heartwarming 
to see that so many young 
entrepreneurs are working 
passionately to drive high-
impact social projects across 
the African continent. The 
judging process was not an 
easy task as all participants 
submitted very high-quality 
applications with compelling 
business propositions. As 
the competition progresses, I 
look forward to following the 
finalists’ journey and how they 
will use their talent and skills 
to generate positive change in 
their communities and beyond.” 

added Firas Ezzeddine, Manager, 
Group Strategy at Philips.

To follow the latest updates 
on the Prize, please visit: 
africabusinessheroes.org and 
follow @africa_heroes on 
Twitter. To watch a documentary 
featuring the inspiring journeys 
of the 2019 ABH finalists, please 
visit YouTube.
About Jack Ma Foundation 

Established by Jack Ma, the 
founder of Alibaba Group, 
the Jack Ma Foundation was 
founded on 15 December 
2014 and has been focusing on 
education, entrepreneurship, 
women’s leadership, and the 
environment. 
The Foundation aspires to 
be a reliable, participative, 
and sustainable 
philanthropic organisation. 

The Jack Ma Foundation 
has so far supported projects 
worldwide including the Jack 
Ma Rural Education Program, 
the Africa Netpreneur Prize 
Initiative, the Ma & Morley 
Scholarship Program, 
and Jordan’s Queen Rania 
Foundation. Additionally, the 
Foundation has also funded a 
number of projects in its priority 
areas. The Jack Ma Foundation 
is committed to empowering 
rural educators, entrepreneurs, 
rural children, young start-ups, 
and women to equip them for 
the future and to help build 
a happier, healthier, more 
sustainable and more inclusive 
society. 

Minister of Transport and Communications, Thulaganyo Segokgo [L] during the handing over of fuel donation from Kw Nokeng

Stanbic Bank Botswana officially handed-over community relief collateral to Mahupu Unified 
Secondary School in Takatokwane

Molale
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The brand new A-Class sedan has all the 
sporty performance, street smarts and 
clever connectivity you want or need. 2L 
turbocharged inline 4 cylinder engine, 
7-speed, dual-clutch transmission, Standard 
or 4MATIC all-wheel drive variants 
Active emergency stop assist, superior 
aerodynamics, Twin touch-screen display, 
Intelligent voice control with Al recognition 
and response & MBUX*. Infotainment.

Just say the magic words ‘Hey Mercedes!’ 
and your wish is her command!

A-Sedan

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

Specifications may vary for the local market

Finance by Wesbank

*Mercedes-Benz User Experience

P15K deal assist

The best just got better. This updated, award-
winning C-Class is the sportiest and most 
dynamic of all time. It’s better performing, 
even more high-tech, safe as houses and 
even better looking, if that were possible! And 
it comes with an optional fully digital heads-
up, cockpit instrument windscreen display 
so you can always see the bigger picture 
plus state-of-the-art connectivity offering 
multimedia systems with personalised 
information and music.

C-Class F/L

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

*Terms and Conditions apply.

P30k deal assist

The sophisticated, stylish town and country 
GLC, now with multi-function touchpad and 
intuitive voice-activated MBUX telematics 
for game-changing connectivity and comms. 
Under the bonnet, next-generation MB petrol 
and diesel engine options proffer greater 
output and increased fuel efficiency. Off-
road 4MATIC AWD makes for superlative 
all-terrain, all-weather, performance through 
DYNAMIC BODY CONTROL suspension with 
finely-adjustable wheel by wheel dampers 
and dynamic Sport and sport+ modes. 
And safety is sector-challenging with pre-
emptive Active Steer Assist, Active Distance 
Assist DISTRONIC and collision-avoicdance 
emergency braking function.

CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY AT NALEDI WITH 
CASHBACK ON OUR MOST DESIRABLE MODELS

The 2019 GLC F/L – 
the best made better

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

The best just got better. This updated, 
award-winning C-Class is the sportiest 
and most dynamic of all time. It’s better 
performing, even more high-tech, safe as 
houses and even better looking, if that were 
possible! And it comes with an optional 
fully digital heads-up, cockpit instrument 
windscreen display so you can always 
see the bigger picture plus state-of-the-art 
connectivity offering multimedia systems 
with personalised information and music.

The Mercedes-Benz E-Class encapsulates 
modern luxury that is tangibly exclusive 
with high quality appointments. Enjoy the 
comfort of seats that can massage you 
and keep you fit, if you so wish. While you 
keep in touch with the world in a thoroughly 
relaxed manner by means of the new touch 
control buttons on the steering wheel. To 
book a test drive in the E-Class and find 
the offer tailored to you, visit one of our 
dedicated dealerships or call us today.

The intuitive C-Class F/L. 
Never stop improving.

The E-Class. Mastering 
exclusive luxury.

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
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The brand new A-Class sedan has all the 
sporty performance, street smarts and 
clever connectivity you want or need. 2L 
turbocharged inline 4 cylinder engine, 
7-speed, dual-clutch transmission, 
Standard or 4MATIC all-wheel drive 
variants Active emergency stop assist, 
superior aerodynamics, Twin touch-
screen display, Intelligent voice control 
with Al recognition and response & 
MBUX*. Infotainment.

Just say the magic words ‘Hey Mercedes!’ 
and your wish is her command!

The Mercedes-Benz A-Class 
sedan. It’s an A-Plus!

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

Specifications may vary for the local market

Finance by Wesbank

*Mercedes-Benz User Experience

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

Specifications may vary for the local market

Visit one of our dealerships today 
to tailor a deal that suits you.

Finance by Wesbank

P15,000 Cashback P25,000 Cashback

P20,000 Cashback

P20,000 Cashback

P30k deal assist

2020 GLC F/L

CONTACTLESS COMMERCE ON OUR HOTTEST 
DEALS SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT!
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The sophisticated, stylish town and country GLC, 
now with multi-function touchpad and intuitive voice-
activated MBUX telematics for game-changing 
connectivity and comms. Under the bonnet, next-
generation MB petrol and diesel engine options 
proffer greater output and increased fuel efficiency. 
Off-road 4MATIC AWD makes for superlative all-
terrain, all-weather, performance through DYNAMIC 
BODY CONTROL suspension with finely-adjustable 
wheel by wheel dampers and dynamic Sport and 
sport+ modes. And safety is sector-challenging with 
pre-emptive Active Steer Assist, Active Distance 
Assist DISTRONIC and collision-avoidance 
emergency braking function.

Quotations, finance options and pre-ordering all available online! www.naledimotors.co.bw
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The initial recurrent 
budget for the year 2020/21 
that was approved by 

Parliament in March has been 
revised by Francistown City Council 
as advised by the ministry of local 
government and rural development. 

 Councillors approved the revised 
budget at a special full council 
session on Thursday. The need to 
revise the initial budget was brought 
about by financial constraints 
due to the COVID19 pandemic. 
Initially FCC budget stood at P231, 
849,000.00 but has has now been 
reduced to P221, 240,160.00, a 5.5 
percent decrease.

Presenting the new budget for 
council’s consideration and adoption, 
chairman of the finance committee 
Lesego Kwambala noted that the 
implications of the revised budget 
include reduction in cash flow 
leading to reduced service provision 
and reprioritizing of planned 
activities leading to a deferral of 
projects and programmes.

“It is at this moment that we have 
to re-evaluate our approaches; we 
need to embark on robust measures 
to collect outstanding council 
revenues and ensure belt tightening 
measures in our budget execution,” 
he added. 

Kwambala further emphasized 
that there is a need for more effort 
in collection of property rates in 
the city, service levies and all other 
fees due to council, adding that 
councilors and council staff need 
to work collectively in the exercise 
as well as exploring new sources 
of revenue in an effort to augment 
funding from government. He 
further stated that the finance 
committee had established a task 
team solely responsible for collection 
of its dues.

Councilor for Tshwaragano 
ward Gaone Majere endorsed the 
proposed budget but expressed his 
disappointment in the council’s 
implementation efforts. 

He noted that Francistown council 
is quick to pay its dues to different 
organisations and individuals; they 
too should be afforded the same 
respect. “Some parastals owe us; they 
destroy our property and leave it for 
us to deal with. We need to look into 
this,” he said.

Rueben Ketlhoilwe, councilor for 
Moselewapula ward also expressed 
the same concerns indicating that 
decisions are made in council for the 
benefit of the city and plans halt at 
implementation stage.

Ketlhoilwe reminded the house 
of the time a team was sent to 
Zimbabwe to benchmark on their 
paid parking programme, with the 
hope of introducing the system in 
Francistown as a way of extra income 
for the council; he noted nothing has 
been done in that regard since the 
benchmarking exercise. He further 
added that the task team appointed 
in collection of revenue should go 
out and collect what is due to the 
council instead of sitting in their 
offices.

PHILLIMON MMESO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw  

The suspension of the 
Member of Parliament for 
Nata/Gweta Paulson Majaga 

from Botswana Democratic Party 
(BDP) for 60 days is about to elapse 
and the party is allegedly caught in a 
political dilemma.

The party promised to conduct 
investigations and/or carry out 
disciplinary proceedings in light 
of the serious charges laid against 
Majaga but nothing has been done. 

Majaga was suspended from the 
BDP after he was charged with 
defiling and impregnating a 16-year-
old schoolgirl from Malelejwe cattle 
post. 

He is currently out on bail and 
appeared for mentioning last week 
in Nata. In an interview BDP 
Secretary General Mpho Balopi 
said that the fate of Nata/Gweta MP 
will be in the hands of the party 
president who has the powers to 
make decision after the elapsing 
of the suspension.  “Initially we 
thought by now the case would have 
been concluded but is still on going 
and we have to respect the law and 
Honorable Majaga is still innocent 
until proven guilty by the courts of 
law.  The party president will make a 
pronouncement” he said.

Balopi denied allegations that 
some within the Central Committee 
wanted Majaga to be expelled from 
the party indicating that Majaga is 

still innocent and they are going to 
respect the rule of law.

In an interview with this 
publication, Majaga said that he is 
still awaiting the correspondence 
from the party regarding his 
suspension.  “I will adhere with the 
conditions of suspension and await 
my fate from the party leadership,” 
he said.

Asked if he has any intentions of 
resigning from the party, Majaga 
denied the claims,  indicating that he 
has no intention of joining any party. 
“I have no intention of jumping 
ship but I am aware that one of the 
losers in the BDP primaries has been 
recruited by one of the opposition 
parties to position himself should 
I step down,” he said with been 

economical with information.
During the BDP primaries in 2018 

Majaga brushed aside challenge 
from Gadibolae Nlashwa, Lawrence 
Ookeditse, Oliphant Mfa, Ryner 
Makosha  and Mbanga Mbanga.

He maintained that the defilement 
allegations against him is a witch 
hunt by those who deeply loathe 
him and want to end his political 
career.

This is not the first time Majaga 
found himself on the wrong side of 
the law, as before the elections he 
was dragged before the courts of the 
law on charges of stock theft.

The case dated back to 2006 and 
he reads malice on the charges as 
it was brought before the courts 13 
years later.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

F rancistown South MP 
Wynter Mmolotsi broke 
ranks with opposition MPs 

and refused to vote on the motion 
to suspend Leader of Opposition 
Dumelang Saleshando from 
Parliament. “I will not be part of 
your scheme that wants to destroy 
this country,” he said.  

As that was not enough, on 
Tuesday he shocked many as he 
refused to be part of the group 
think and boycott parliamentary 
proceedings with other opposition 
MPs. Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) and Botswana 
Patriotic Front (BPF) boycotted 
Parliament on Tuesday in 
solidarity with suspended Leader 
of Opposition Saleshando. “All 
opposition MPs have collectively 
agreed to boycott the parliamentary 
proceedings today except for 
Alliance for Progressives MP 
Honorable Mmolotsi who chose 
to attend parliament,” announced 
Saleshando to the murmurings of 
those who attended the press briefing 
as a disapproval for the decision 
taken by Mmolotsi.

Not the one to be bothered inside 
Parliament, one could see him 
surrounded by empty seats facing 
the full bench of BDP legislators. 
When the debate for the amendment 

Majaga awaits fate over suspension 
•  ‘I have no intention of jumping ship’  • Masisi will make a pronouncement -Balopi

FCC 
cuts 
P10m 
from 
budget 

Mmolotsi: the lone wolf in Parliament 
“two years ago you brought the 

amendment to the BDF Act to have 
judge advocate who will be at the 
rank of brigadier and now you want 
to change that again, this is very 
disappointing,” he hit out.

According to the new 
amendments, Minister of Justice 
Defence and security Kagiso Mmusi 
wants the act to be amended in 
relation to the appointment and 
qualification of judge Advocate 
General. The act requires that the 
appointees to be a military personnel 
at the rank of brigadier and above.

Reasoning for the amendment, 
Mmusi said that currently BDF 
doesn’t have a personnel that 
qualifies for the post hence need to 
open it to civilians. “It is anticipated 
that it will take some years to develop 
suitably experienced legal personnel 
in the defence force to so qualify,” 
reads the bill. This didn’t sit well with 
Mmolotsi who said that he reads 
malice in the amendment as BDF 
has many qualified personnel who 
can fill the post but the BDP led 
government is hell bent in rewarding 
some people thus amending the act. 
“We know that certain individuals 
have to be rewarded and may I warn 
you that this will backfire because 
soon the earmarked person would 
want to be the BDF commander,” he 
hit. The Francistown South MP said 
that he was informed by the BDF 
commander during Public Accounts 

Committee 
meeting 
that the 
President 
has the 
power to 
commission the 
judge advocate 
and make him/her 
an army officer. 
Vice President 
Slumber Tsogwane 
was caught in the 
firing line as he 
rose on a point of 
order indicating that 
Mmolotsi was out of 
the topic. “You see Vice 
President Tsogwane 
you are too old and have 
reached your reasoning 
ceiling and currently 
am above your reasoning 
capabilities,” throwing the 
house into laughter.

The outspoken AP Vice 
President said that he is 
not going to support the 
proposed amendment even 
if he is the lone voice in the 
parliamentary chambers. 
As he retreated back to his 
seat one could see that he 
was a happy man as he has 
put his point across amid 
hostility from the other 
side of the aisle.

of the BDF Act started he was one 
of the first legislators to stand up 
to contribute to the debate. A voice 
could be heard on the other side of 
the aisle ‘owaii ba go siile monna! 
(They have left you alone)” but 
Mmolotsi didn’t waste his time 
firing his first shot. In his own 
explanation during the debate on 
the proposed amendment on BDF 
Act, the Mmolotsi stated that he was 
not going to allow the ruling part 
get away with doing things without 
being opposed. “That’s the reason I 

am with you here. I am not going to 
boycott Parliament to ensure that I 
monitor you,” he hit out as he was 
surrounded by empty chairs deserted 
by opposition MPs.

Mmolotsi who is the only MP 
from Alliance Progressives took the 
bull by its horns showing no sing of 
fear or loneliness as he dismissed the 
proposed amendment saying they 
are meant to  suit certain individual 
who is being rewarded for splitting 
the opposition ahead of the 2019 
elections.

Kwabala 

Mmolotsi
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ADVERTISEMENT

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEER
Clover Chemical Industries [Pty] Ltd, Importer and Supplier of various Medical and Laboratory 
Equipments is looking for suitably qualified candidates to fill the above position.

Salary:   As per the Industry Standards.
Leave:   22 days per annum.
Benefits:  Medical Aid.

Qualifications:  BE (Biomedical Engineer), M Tech Biomedical Engineering (will be an added 
advantage) with an exposure to latest Medical Instruments and hands on training on various 
machines e.g Philips Siemens and other known brands. 

Required Competencies and Skill:  
• Computer Operations like MS-DOS, MS Office.
• Servicing in Medical Equipments.
• Performance Verification and Calibration of Medical Equipments
• Basic Knowledge of work flow in a hospital.
• Certified for 1st level troubleshooting and maintenance on Lumenis 100W laser system, 

Olympus endoscopy systems.
• Proactive, Innovative and Decisive.
• Good Interpersonal & Training Skills.
• Should have command over the Operation, Service and  periodic Maintenance of Ventilators, 

Ultrasound equipment, Echocardiography, Endoscopic equipment, Stryker Arthroscopic 
equipment, High Frequency Oscillators (HFO), Automated Blood gas Analyzers, Patient 
Monitors, Electrosurgical units with ABC, Anesthesia work stations, Oximeters, Infusion & 
syringe pumps,  Fetal monitoring system.

Duties: Will be responsible for Installation and maintenance of the Medical Equipments of our 
Clients and also liaison with the Principals on various projects.

Application to be addressed to: Managing Director
 Clover Chemical Industires Pty Limited
 P.O.Box 1950, Gaborone, Botswana.

Closing date: 20/08/2020

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

F resh from being elevated 
as Deputy Secretary to 
Acting Deputy Secretary 

position at troubled Independent 
Electoral Commission (IEC), 
Doreen Serumola is facing a tough 
battle to save IEC. Serumola takes 
charge of the Commission’s hot seat 
immediately after the departure of 
former Executive Secretary Keireng 
Zuze who seemingly left the elections 
management body unhappy. Zuze’s 
contract expired on 30 June, 2020  
but with no fresh offer after she 
was employed by  former President 
Dr Ian Khama thus replacing the 
then retiring IEC Secretary Gabriel 
Seeletso. During her maiden 
appearance before the Parliamentary 
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) 
on Wednesday, Serumola faced a 
baptism of fire owing to irregularities 
besieging the commission.

However, she insisted that her 
mission is to keep in order the house 
of elections management body that 
has been marred by controversy 
following the 2019 polls that nearly 
incited turmoil. The strong probing 
PAC lineup led by its Chairman 
and also Selebi Phikwe West MP 
Dithapelo Keorapetse could not hide 
their disappointment on the poor 
state of affairs at the commission.
Crucial mission

According to Serumola, the 
commission is fighting to gain its full 
autonomy in a nearby future.

As an Acting Secretary for the 
commission she will in charge of 
ensuring IEC get independence.

She informed the committee 
members that they will resuscitate 
the Bill aimed to give IEC full 
independence away from Office of 
the President ( OP) saying that the 
bill has been long stuck.

“Our independence as elections 
oversight body has been and 

Serumola is IEC Secretary 
• Replaces pushed out Zuze as the Acting Secretary    • Takes lead to push for IEC liberation away from OP       • Electoral Act offers no provision for Elections Audit

still remains questionable. The 
commission long back in 2007 
submitted to the cabinet the Bill 
that sought to make IEC a fully 
institution but it never seen a green 
light. The Bill would be submitted 
again,” Serumola said.

To this end, she admitted that IEC 
is not independent as its members 
such as the Secretary are appointed 
by seating president adding that 
focus of the Bill is to enable IEC to 
hire for itself too.

PAC Chairman Keorapetse 
highlighted the importance of IEC 
to be a full-fledged independent 
organ looking at the sensitivity of 
its mandate in terms of delivering 
credible and fair elections.

He noted that disputes that arisen 
from the past general elections 
in form of petitions filed by the 
opposition reflects that future 
elections could be prone to more 
protests if IEC is still at OP.

Meanwhile, Serumola also said 

IEC didn’t not have any working 
relationship with Directorate of 
Intelligence and Security Services 
(DISS) while probed the role DIS 
played during the elections.

Nonetheless, her response didn’t 
seat well with the committee 
members who insisted that her 
response differs with answers 
provided by DIS Director General 
Peter Magosi earlier last week.

Serowe South MP Leepetswe 
Lesedi said Magosi told PAC that 
they worked with IEC on the 
issues related to voter data despite 
Serumola is denying that IEC never 
worked with DIS at all.
Elections audit

Serumola also said there would be 
no audit of the 2019 elections or any 
other going forward.

This, she said, it is not possible 
because there is no existing clause 
in the Electoral Act that make 
provisions for elections to be audited 
therefore noting that IEC conducted 

fair elections in 2019.
She was replying to probe by 

Keorapetse who wanted to know why 
IEC cannot audit 2019 polls.

Keorapetse wanted to know much 
IEC credibility could be harmed 
by a possible outcomes of the 2019 
elections audit report owing to the 
alleged irregularities associated with 
past polls. “If we had budget to audit 
the elections we would then be open 
for auditing. But, the central issue 
is that there is no provisions for 
auditing elections stipulated Electoral 
Act, “she averred. Also, the IEC 
interim Secretariat highlighted that 
the commission is concerned by the 
number of petitions brought forward 
mainly by UDC candidates citing 
they are largest ever to be received.

“We are troubled by the petitions 
but the law permits everyone who is 
not happy to challenge the elections 
results owing to their arising 
queries,” she said adding that IEC 
would introspect.

*DITHAPELO KEORAPETSE 

The Media Practitioners 
(Repeal) Bill, 2019 was 
published on the 13 

December 2019 in the Government 
Gazette. It would be recalled that a 

similar Bill was Gazetted on the 14th 
December 2018 and was debated 
by Parliament on April 2019, a year 
after President MEK Masisi ascended 
to the high office of President.  It is 
common knowledge that the Bill was 
rejected then. 

Repeal the Draconian media law 
We contend that rulers should be 

accountable to the ruled; they should 
be obliged to justify their actions to 
the electorate. Political leaders should 
answer to the public on the disposal 
of their powers and duties, act upon 
criticisms or demands made of them, 
and accept responsibility for failure, 
blunders, incompetence or deceit. 
This is only achievable if there is free 
media which is able to work without 
fear or any encumbrance.  

The Media Practitioners Act, 
2008, criminalizes journalism, 
restricts media work and intimidates 
journalists. It promotes self-
censorship by publishers, journalists 
and editors. The law establishes a 
Press Council which will purportedly 
act as a self-regulating body that 
will monitor the activities of the 
press and ensure the maintenance 
of high professional standards, and 
to provide for the registration and 
accreditation of media practitioners. 

The law criminalizes journalistic 
activities in that it provides for 
stiffer penalties including hefty 
fines and jail terms against media 
practitioners. Such kind of laws were 
common in one-party states and 
outright dictatorships; they were 
cited as examples that there was 
democracy in such polities. 

The law was enacted under 
the pretext of providing for self-
regulation but fall short of the 
key principles of self-regulation 
and therefore undermines media 
freedoms. 

Parliament and the government 
must accept the reality that it’s been 
impossible to enforce and implement 
the Act for ten years. Why have a law 
that you cannot use for a decade? 
Such laws even the Court of Appeal 
has advised that they should be 
repealed. 

It is our humble and considered 
view that there is a need to reform all 
restrictive laws that impede on media 
freedom and freedom of information 
and expression. 

We will ask the government to 
review Laws such as the National 
Security Act, Corruption and 
Economic Crime Act, Penal Code, 
Cinematograph Act, Immigration 
Act and Public Service statutes which 
contain media unfriendly provisions 
which must be looked into. 

Reform of the state media is 
also essential and one way of 
ensuring greater transparency and 
accountability. 

It should be done through 
granting it autonomy by making it a 
public enterprise/parastatal with an 
independent board. 

This will prevent the use of the 
state media for promoting the 
governing party.  We hope that 
Parliament, all MPs across the aisle 
, will legislate for the good order 
and governance of the republic by 
repealing this unnecessary Act. 

 Clause 1 of the Bill therefore is the 
Short title and commencement; and 
Clause 2 effects the intended repeal.  

 I move accordingly  

*Media Practitioners (Repeal) Bill, 
2019-Bill Number 29 of 2019

Presented by Dithapelo L. 
Keorapetse, MP Selebi-Phikwe West
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*FOR ALL INVESTMENTS ABOVE P1 MILLION, PLEASE CALL FOR SPECIAL RATES

For firm rates please contact us on the following numbers:
CBD / Broadhurst:  318 5948
Mogoditshane:   393 1324

Francistown:   2417689 /90 /91
Gaborone Main Branch:  390 7801 /03

INTEREST RATES
FOR AUGUST 2020

MP Nonofo Molefhi, Minister in 
the Presidency, as he then was, led 
the ruling party’s onslaught to defeat 
the Bill. He reasoned in parliament 
then that that government had 
started a process in 2015 for the 
amendment to the media law in 
question so as to improve it - to 
take into consideration some of the 
views from their engagement with 
private practitioners where they can 
create a self-regulatory arrangement. 
The minister stated that at the end 
they would be able to create an apex 
organisation that would be the Media 
Ombudsman.

After the defeat of the Bill in 
April 2019, the ruling BDP posted 
on their Facebook page on the 17th 
September 2019, a month before 
General Elections that  

“If it’s true and in the public’s 
interest, the media should run the 
story without fear of repercussions. 
The BDP firmly believes that the 
truth will set Botswana free. This 
is why we will repeal the Media 
Practitioners Act of 2008 that 
has seen journalists silenced and 
punished for doing their jobs. We 
need our media to keep on reporting 

in the public’s best interests”.
As stated, barely five months 

before, the ruling party had rejected 
the Bill to repeal the Act. 

MISA expressed disappointment a 
few days after the rejection. It stated 
in a statement that 

“MISA is particularly surprised 
and concerned by this turn of 
events following indications by 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi that 
his administration was willing to 
look into the Bill among many 
other issues- towards improving 
government relations with the private 
media, particularly promoting media 
freedom. We don’t believe that 
there is any reasonable justification 
whatsoever for the failure by the 
majority to support the motion 
that called upon the repeal of the 
draconian Media Practitioners Act. 
The failure to pass the motion shows 
a lack of commitment for the support 
of media freedom. The effect of the 
failure by Parliament to repeal the 
MPA means that a dark and ominous 
cloud in the form of the MPA 
continues to hang over the heads of 
media practitioners. Preservation of 
the status quo means that the media 

legislative environment”. 
On the 3rd of May 2020, World 

Press Freedom Day, President 
Masisi’s message was posted on 
BWGovernment Facebook page and 
it read in part 

“His Excellency wishes to assure 
the media of his Government’s 
commitment to repeal the Media 
Practitioners Act and allow for 
self-regulation by the media. The 
Government also remains committed 
to promulgating the Freedom of 
Information Act and promises that 
it will be brought before Parliament 
soon.”

This was five months after the 
UDC Gazetted the Bill to repeal 
the draconian Act.  It must also be 
noted that the collective opposition 
has been against this unreasonable 
Act from the very beginning in 
2008. Our opinion if that this 
law contradicts Section 12 of the 
Constitution which guarantees 
freedom of expression which also 
implies freedom of the press.  

The object to the Bill is to repeal 
the Media Practitioners Act 
(Cap. 61:09) which was passed 
by Parliament on the 11th day 

of December 2008, 10 years ago, 
assented to on the 22nd December 
2008 and commenced on the 31st 
December 2008. This Act was 
however never implemented mainly 
because key stakeholders refuse to 
participate yet their participation 
is mandatory in the Act. The 
majority of stakeholders subscribe 
to the international standard of 
self-regulation, media freedom and 
are of the view that it is a draconian 
and regressive law. It is intended 
therefore that by introducing this 
Bill, the status quo, continues until 
such time when a proper instrument 
is brought, if need be, for Parliament 
consideration. 

As the UDC we are of the opinion 
that since independence, freedom of 
information (the free access of the 
public to information contained in 
government records) and freedom of 
speech (liberty to express opinions 
and ideas without hindrance and 
without fear of punishment) have 
been restricted and controlled by 
Botswana’s strong authoritarian state 
in a manner that gravely undermines 
and negates the principles of 
transparency and accountability. 

Serumola
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Deposit Interest Rates
For the month of August 2020

Type of Deposit 
Account

Nominal Interest 
Rates (%)

Actual Interest 
Rates (%)

Minimum Opening 
Balance

(Lowest-Highest) (Lowest-Highest) (Pula)

Current Nil Nil Nil

Call 0.10% - 0.25% 0.10% - 0.25% 1,000

Savings 0.20% - 3.75% 0.20% - 3.75% 100

91-Days Fixed Deposit 1.50% - 1.75% 1.50% - 1.75% 1,000

6 months 1.75% - 2.00% 1.75% - 2.00% 1,000

12 months 2.05% - 2.25% 2.05% -2.25% 1,000

24 months 2.25% - 2.50% 2.25% -2.50% 1,000

Over 24 months 2.80% - 3.00% 2.80% - 3.00% 1,000

Prime Lending Rate 5.75% 5.75%

The Prime lending rate of 5.75% is effective from 4th May 2020

For deposits more than P1,000,000 please contact 367 4377

Game City Branch          - 370 4700
Fairgrounds Branch          - 367 4600
Airport Junction Branch   - 371 9700
The Square Branch          - 398 5700

Francistown Branch       - 245 0000
Selebi Phikwe Branch    - 263 1000
Palapye Branch        - 494 1000
Maun Branch        - 682 0000

Ghanzi Sales and Service Centre 
Molepolole Sales and Service Centre 
Letlhakane Sales and Service Centre 
Kanye Sales and Service Centre 

Deposit Interest Rates shown are indicative only
For firm rates please contact any of our Branches and Sales and Service Centres:

bancabc.co.bw  |  atlasmara.comBancABC Botswana

- 659 8800
- 592 3050
- 298 5011
- 544 6300

Priscilla 
Moswaane 
laid to rest

AMANDA DAVID 
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

P riscilla Moswaane, wife 
of controversial MP for 
Francistown West Mr 

Ignatius Mokwaledi Moswaane for 
30 years, was laid to rest on Saturday, 
July 25th   2020 in Francistown after 
battling with arthritis for many years. 
The Moswaanes have four children.

Mourning his wife’s passing, the 
maverick MP described Priscilla as 
a supportive woman who was there 
for him before he joined politics 
and throughout his political career. 
Moswaane described his wife as a 
loyal woman who was tight lipped 
about a lot of things for security 
reasons, including the MP Moswaane 
being hospitalized in South Africa 
just prior to the national lockdown. 
“Priscilla carved me into the leader 
I am. My wife welcomed orphans 
into our home, the little that we had, 
she allowed me to help the poor. 
Being an MP in urban centres is a 
huge challenge, you will always be 
broke but Priscilla had a budget 
for those ravaged by acute poverty 
around Francistown. She was a very 
strong woman. She knew all my 
weaknesses,” said Moswaane.

Former President, Ian Khama in 
his condolences message admitted 
that he had not known the deceased 
personally but upon doing some 
research on her, he found out she was 
a wonderful and supportive mother 

and wife. 
He went on to liken Priscilla 

Moswaane to his own mother who 
he said was also supportive to his 
father. “She enabled you to pursue 
your dedication to the people and 
constituency of Francistown West. 
How you speak of her shows that 
she liked how you worked with 
constituents. Your strong stand 
against corruption and poverty; 
you were not only representing 
your constituency, but the whole 
of Botswana. I fully support you. I 
want to thank Priscilla for giving 
you the strength to speak on behalf 
of us,” said Khama, further advising 
Moswaane to continue being the 
dedicated, compassionate and caring 
Member of Parliament he knows him 
to be.

Representing the ruling Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP), Secretary 
General Mpho Balopi assured 
Moswaane that his presence and 
that of his fellow party members 
was meant to comfort the family. He 
pleaded with Moswaane not to think 
of them as vultures who celebrate 
when one of their own is down. 

Amongst those present to pay 
their last respects was the Leader 
of Opposition and Member 
of Parliament for Maun West 
Dumelang Saleshando, MP for 
Nata-Gweta Polson Majaga, MP for 
Mmadinare Molebatsi Molebatsi 
and Botswana Patriotic Front (BPF) 
President Biggie Butale.  

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

P ermanent Secretary of 
Ministry of Agricultural 
Development and Food 

Security Jimmy Opelo rejected 
assertions by members of 
Parliamentary Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) that a cash 
strapped Botswana Meat 
Commission (BMC) has collapsed 
hence wasting of government funds.

A heated argument exploded 
between PAC and Opelo when the 
committee expressed a worry over 
the level at which government carry 
on to channel funds to bailout BMC 
but with no fruits.

Opelo told PAC on Wednesday 
that the ministry hasn’t not yet 
arrived to the point of giving on the 
meat body but there is every reason 
to revive BMC than to stop assisting 
it as per PAC view.

Ghanzi North MP John Thiite 
strongly condemned the intentions 
by government to inject funds on the 
ailing meat commission for number 
of years but with no valuable returns 
gained from it.

According to Thiite, government 
has now engaged one of Ireland 
based companies to develop a 
turnaround strategy for BMC with 
about P100 million amount was 
required by such a company.

“BMC is proving to turn out as 
burden to the government’s coffers. 
There is no need to keep on pumping 
money on  BMC when it is still 
failing to sustain even the farmers 
as it buy their cattle at lower prizes 
and  still fails to pay them in time. 
We must instead invest on farmers, 
“he said. Furthermore, Thiite is of 
the view that government should 
consider to liberalize beef market 
by removing monopoly from beef 

PAC, Opelo clash over BMC 
• PAC want Govt to stop funding failing BMC
• MPs say its bailout is waste of public funds

• Ministry of Agriculture PS disagree with PAC

for other players such as farmers who 
are crucial stakeholders to BMC to 
compete directly in the beef market,” 
said disappointed Thiite.

Similarly, PAC Chairman and 
MP for Selebi Phikwe West agreed 
that there is no doubt that BMC has 
collapsed noting that farmers are also 
shun to sell their cattle to it due to its 
incompetence.

Keorapetse said many expensive 
strategies have been put in place 
by government in bid to save 
the dwindling parastatal such as 
changing of management plus paying 
for marketing strategies.

Consequently, he averred that he 
doesn’t see any reason to continue 
wasting money on BMC.
Opelo confident

Responding to PAC concerns 
regarding BMC, PS Opelo upheld 
that BMC still remains viable.

He noted there is no any reason to 
shut down BMC based on the prior 
performance analysis adding that 
those who have been at the helm 
earlier might be the ones failed to 
revive BMC.

According to him, liberalization of 
the beef market is equally important 
in rescustiating BMC.

“We are aware of the challenges 
that the members are alluding 
to with regards to BMC. The 
liberalization of beef market is very 
important as it will empower farmers 
in the beef market. I cannot say that 
we must give up on BMC but we 
need to support each it,” PS Opelo 
buttressed.
ISPAAD funds

Meanwhile, Mephato Reatile MP 
for Jwaneng- Mabutsane put Opelo 
in a tight corner showing displeasure 
on the unutilized funds of ISPAAD 
programme aimed at boosting the 
local farmers.

He indicated that the ISPAAD 
budget according to the ministry’s 
financial records is returned in bulk 
on annual basis despite farmers 
decrying for lack of access to the 
funds across the country.

“The spirit of not disbursing 
ISPAAD funds is worrisome and 
it continues to be a trend. Farmers 
should be given the money but the 
funds are always returned hence 
killing agriculture,” he said.

Opelo noted that plans are afoot 
to boost efficiency of disbursing the 
ISPAAD funds to farmers.

The BHF, a representative 
body for the continent’s 
healthcare funding industry 

has released a report on the 
Botswana medical funds industry. 
This is the first report of its kind 
to be developed on the medical 
schemes landscape in Botswana, and 
the first report of its kind for medical 
funds in the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) 
region by the BHF. 

Botswana currently has a total of 
five medical funds registered with the 
Non-Banking Financial Institutions 
Regulatory Authority (NBFIRA). 
Four are members of the Board of 
Healthcare Funders and submitted 
data for the preparation of the 
report. The four medical aid funds 
collectively represent just over 95% 
of lives covered by medical aid funds 
in Botswana.

Speaking at the on-line launch of 
the report, Lesego Pule, Chairman 
of the Botswana Association of 
Medical Aid Funds, said, “This 
report comes at a very critical time 
for the region and for our country, as 
it provides insights to enable better 
understanding of the overall medical 
aid funds environment in Botswana, 
but also provides a benchmark to 
support the improvement of medical 
aid schemes across the region.” 

Pule continued, “Our aim is to 
drive the improvement in the quality 
of healthcare in Botswana and create 
access to affordable health services to 
the population. This will support and 
enable us to attain the objectives that 
we have set out in order to achieve 
this goal. Our view is that collectively 
we can achieve meaningful impact 
for the healthcare industry in our 
country.” 

The report highlights a number 
of metrics to measure the growth 
of the medical aid funds in 
Botswana, assess the performance 
and sustainability of medical aid 
funds in the country, measure the 
risk provision of the medical fund 
industry, and measure quality of care, 
which is an important component of 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC). It 

•  Prevalence of HIV 
and cardiovascular 
conditions is also 
very high 

Board of Healthcare Funders (BHF) report 

Botswana’s medical schemes suffer disease burden

“This means that medical aid 
funds need to put in place health 
interventions to manage these 
conditions to limit their effects on 
sustainability,” commented Murove.

He explained that the report found 
that the overall OOP expenditure 
in Botswana, compared with 
countries like South Africa, remains 
relatively high. The OOP expenditure 
represented approximately 20% of 
total healthcare expenditure in 2019, 
compared with South Africa, which 
represents 19% of total healthcare 
expenditure. However, these are 
some of the patterns that would have 
remained unknown if a report of this 
nature had not been developed. 

“Limiting OOP payments is 
crucial to supporting households 
in shouldering the financial burden 
of healthcare costs to enable the 
attainment of UHC. This report 
presents opportunity for reflection 
around some of these issues and 
will enable medical aid funds to 
look at areas of improvement going 
forward,” said Murove. 

“The report provides a benchmark 
and gives insights to enable a holistic 
view of our country’s medical aid 
funds’ landscape and performance. 
We are not too far off from the 
mark. We now know where we 
are doing very well and areas that 
need improvement. We can now 
begin to review those areas to 
ensure alignment with industry best 
practices, to present the best to our 
members and a model framework 
that can be used for the entire 
region,” concluded Pule. 

also tracks out-of-pocket expenditure 
by medical aid beneficiaries to ensure 
that funds provide best value and 
quality healthcare for members.

According to Charlton Murove, 
BHF Research Head, “The objective 
of the report was to evaluate the 
contributions of the medical aid 
funds to the health status of the 
country’s population, identify gaps 
and establish areas of improvement 
to enhance member experiences of 
medical aid funds. The report will 
be useful for future planning and 
the establishment of industry-wide 
responses to some of the challenges 
that we identified from this research.” 

He explained that, “Another key 
measure included in this report is 
the measurement of Out of Pocket 
(OOP) expenditure by medical aid 
beneficiaries. 

“There are some positive aspects 
that emerged from the report, 
and some areas that require 
improvement,” said Murove.

The report found that Botswana is 
well positioned to deliver to on UHC 
objective, given its benefit structure 
and low pricing model. Across the 
four funds, there were 30 benefit 
options in 2018 and an improvement 
in 2019, with 29 benefit options. 
The average number of options was 
therefore 7.25 in 2019. Likewise, 
the average option size increased in 
2019.

Furthermore, the average age of 
beneficiaries in Botswana is relatively 
low – about 29 years, compared 
with South Africa where the 
average medical aid member age is 

approximately 32 years. Similarly, the 
pensioner ratio is also low at about 
3%, compared with South Africa, 
for example, where the average 
pensioner ratio is about 9%. 

Murove noted that Botswana still 
remains among some of the most 
affordable countries in the region 
in terms of its medical aid average 
pricing structures. Compared with 
South Africa, for example, the 
average cost of medical aid cover in 
Botswana is BWP400 compared to 
R1,300; with the current exchange 
rate at R1 to BWP 0,70.

The Botswana medical funds 
environment continues to grow. 
In 2019 the industry saw an 5.8% 
growth increase compared with 
South Africa, for example, where 
the industry has stagnated. In 2019, 
the medical scheme industry grew 
by only 0.5% in 2018 in South 
Africa. The reserves of these funds, 
calculated as a proportion of gross 
annual contributions, grew from 
50.6% in 2018 to 51.6%% in 2019.

“Healthy solvency reserves is a 
good indication and means that these 
funds have the ability to invest in 
programmes for the benefit of their 
members, and in the event of a crisis 
can shoulder the financial burden 
on behalf of members,” highlighted 
Murove.

However, there are some areas that 
still need improvement. Critical to 
note is that the disease burden faced 
by the funds in the country is high 
and on the increase; the prevalence 
of HIV and cardiovascular 
conditions is also very high. 

exports, which is currently enjoyed 
by BMC while farmers suffer. 

In liberalizing the beef market, 
MP Thiite suggested to Accounting 

Officer Opelo that they just need 
to ensure that there is a better 
regulatory mechanism once beef 
monopoly is removed.

“Privatization of BMC to open up 
the beef market is long overdue.  To 
save this beleaguered parastatal, it 
should be privatized in order to allow 

Opelo 

Pule 



August 02, 2020 |  www.thepatriot.co.bw  |  The Patriot on Sunday6  News

INTEREST RATES FOR AUGUST 2020

Bank SBI Botswana Ltd

THE ABOVE INTREST RATES ARE APPLICABLE W.E.F 01 MAY 2020
Prime Rate                                                                                 5.75%

# Deposit interest rates shown above are indicative only.
  
**For amounts above P1million, contact us for special rate.    
    
For any query/ information please contact us:    
Bank SBI Botswana Ltd    
2nd Floor, Exponential, Plot No.54351, CBD    
P. O .Box 505243, Gaborone Station Post Office, Gaborone   
Tel: 3919778                                                  
Fax: 3919858  

Type of deposit 
account

Nominal interest 
rates p.a.

Actual interest 
rates (effective p.a.)

Minimum 
balance 
(BWP)

Deposits
Current 0.00% 0.00% 1,000
Call Deposit 0.50%-1.50% 0.50%-1.51% 1,000
Savings 0%-0.50% 0%-0.5% 500
91 days Fixed Deposit 2.00% 2.02% 1,000
6 months 2.05% 2.07% 1,000
12 months 2.15%-2.20% 2.17%-2.22% 1,000
24 months 2.25% 2.27% 1,000
Over 24 months 2.25%-2.3% 2.27%-2.32% 1,000

of lockdown period due to the 
unexpected shutdown, indicating 
that it adds to risks of massive job 
losses. “Most of the companies are 
still struggling to pay employees 
because of cash flow problems. 
The government wage subsidy is 
no more, hence most companies 
after this lockdown would not be 
able to pay workers hence risking 
more instability in the economy,” 
said the concerned Rushforth.

He suggested that government 
should opt to impose movement 
curfews rather than lockdown.
Instability brews

Botswana Federation of 
Trade Unions (BFTU) Secretary 
General, Thusang Butale, said 
more workers protests would be 
on the cards, warning of a serious 
civil turmoil locally. Butale said 
the latest lockdown would spell 
doom for most of the workers 
as the companies are continuing 
to impose retrenchments while 
others violate workers welfare.

“This current hard lockdown 
would without doubt exacerbate 
the problems already existing 
between some of the companies 
and workers who are fighting 
against poor wages. The wage 
subsidy helped although 
companies stole from the workers 
paying half salaries,” he said.

He said more problems would 
emerge as BFTU is closely 
monitoring the situation, urging 
Botswana Police not to use force 
on people as they are assigned 
to impose compliance. Butale 
is of the view that poverty 
would push people to violence 
in coming days, adding that 
Covid-19 exposed a lot of 
loopholes that need to be dealt 
with immediately. The minimum 
wage, he insisted, is clearly too 
low to sustain workers.  Efforts 
to reach Minister of Finance 
and Economic Development Dr 
Thapelo Matsheka proved futile 
as his mobile phone was not 
unreachable late Friday evening at 
time of going to print. Meanwhile 
Professor Mosepele Mosepele 
announced Friday evening that 
new cases have grown from 30 to 
39 with the Mogoditshane School 
contributing to 27 of such cases 
while Masa Primary School has 
four students and four teachers 
positive.  He urged locals to take 
Covid 19 precautions and protocol 
to seriously to tame the disease. 
He said lockdown was always their 
last resort.   

Economic
disaster

FROM PAGE 1

Okaile and Timothy Marsland, 
Setlaboshane explained that in 2013 
Okaile was employed as Executive 
Director at the Directorate of Public 
Service Management (DPSM) where 
Morupisi was the Director. At the 
time the BPOPF tender was floated 
Okaile was the Board chairman of 
BPOPF. 

He said in 2014 Okaile, who 
used to frequent CMB offices in 
Fairgrounds, was replaced in the 
BPOPF Board chairmanship by his 
superior at DPSM, Morupisi. At 
the time, employees of CMB have 
testified that Marsland told his then 
business partner Rhys Carr that they 
were planning to hire Okaile. 

Okaile later resigned from the civil 
service and immediately joined CMB 
as the CEO, where he was awarded 
25% shareholding and appointed as 
a Director. It is at that time that Rhys 
Carr left CMB after his relationship 
with his long time business partner, 
Tim Marsland collapsed. 

Carr, who was the key person in 
the BOP deal before he was replaced 
by Okaile in 2014 says in his affidavit 
that Morupisi introduced Okaile to 
Timothy Gordon Marsland.  

Now BPOPF Chairman, Morupisi 
ensured that the BOP tender was 
awarded to CMB disregarding 
an interdict from the High Court 
suspending operations of the board 
he was leading.  

BPOPF in-house attorney at the 
time, Musa Nleya, on Wednesday 
told court that he had advised the 
then acting CEO, Lesedi Moakofhi, 
about an active court order 
suspending the business to the 
Board of Trustees. Notwithstanding 
the advice, Moakofhi and Morupisi 
signed the P500 million BOP 
contract with CMB Directors.

BPOPF Board ‘minutes’ missing
FROM PAGE 1

former Botswana Public Officers 
Pension Fund (BPOPF) acting 
CEO, Lesedi Moakofhi as an 
accomplice witness.  She told court 
that Moakofhi - who is currently the 
Managing Director of GABCON, has 
now been charged with corruption 
alongside Morupisi. Initially 
Moakofhi was listed as an accomplice 
witness for her participation in the 
signing of the CMB contract without 
the authority of the board of trustees. 

The turn of events comes after 
a witness -former BPOPF Board 
Secretary, attorney Musa Nleya 
testified that he had advised 
Morupisi and Moakofhi about a 
live court order that suspended the 
operations of the board. 

Such suspension or interdiction, 
obtained by the National 
Amalgamated Local and Central 
Government and Parastatal Workers 
Union (NALCGPWU), effectively 
meant that no board resolution had 
been taken to award the P500 million 
Botswana Opportunities Partnership 
(BOP) private equity portfolio to 
Capital Management Botswana 
(CMB). According to witnesses, 
the duo ignored Nleya’s advise and 
proceeded to award the tender 
and sign the contract with CMB 
Directors. 

Other witnesses have also 
revealed that Moakofhi is the one 
who organised the meeting where 
Morupisi signed on behalf of the 
fund, confirming CMB as private 
equity managers under the BOP.  

Peloetletse benefits 
Meanwhile, Director Public 

Prosecutions in the Attorney 
General’s Office, Stephen B. 
Tiroyakgosi, has dismissed 
allegations that the prosecution team 
in the ongoing Morupisi trial has 
dropped the Accountant General, 
Emma Peloetletse, from the list of 

state witnesses and cautioned her 
that they will soon charge her with 
corruption. “Such allegations are 
not true. We do not have any such 
plans. Nna ke utlwa ka wena,” said 
a guarded Tiroyakgosi, expressing 
concern that journalists usually have 
a slant to their story which differs 
with his response. 

The Patriot on Sunday had 
been alerted to the impending 
move by DPP by sources close 
to the developments. It is alleged 
that the prosecution has become 
uncomfortable with Peloetletse as 
a state witness because of her close 
relationship with CMB Director 
Rapula Okaile, who is at the centre of 
the corruption case against Morupisi. 
The Accountant General is alleged 
to enjoy a good relationship with 
Okaile, which extends beyond the 
controversial trip to attend the Cape 
town Jazz festival back in April 2017.  

At the time when she was a BPOPF 
Board member and chairperson 
of the Investment sub-committee, 
Peloetletse was found to have 
enjoyed an all expenses paid lavish 
adventure to Cape town sponsored 
by Okaile. Witnesses at an ongoing 
Liquidation Inquiry of CMB before 
the Registrar and Master of the 
High Court have also confirmed 
under oath, being given cash and 
assigned to take care of a number 
of couples on the Cape town merry 
making sojourn, among them the 
Peloetletses.

The BPOPF Board would later, 
after receiving whistle blowing on 
the Capetown trip sponsored by a 
BPOPF client, which included all 
evidence for expenses, removed 
Peloetletse from the Board and 
reported her to DCEC and the 
regulator -The Non-bank Financial 
Institutions Regulatory Authority 
(NBFIRA). 

The charges 

Morupisi, his wife Pinny and her 
company R7 Group. Morupisi is 
facing two counts of corruption.  He 
is also jointly charged with R7 Group 
and Pinny Morupisi on a count of 
money laundering.

On the first count, Morupisi is 
charged with corruption, contrary 
to section 24A (1) read with section 
24A (3) of the Corruption and 
Economic Crime Act. 

Particulars of the offence are that 
whilst employed by the Directorate of 
Public Service Management (DPSM) 
serving as a public officer who held 
the position of board chairman 
for the Botswana Public Officers 
Pension Fund (BPOPF), on or about 
November 11, 2014, in Gaborone 
without the final resolution of the 
board and in abuse of his public 
office as chairman of BPOPF and 
while the board was on suspension, 
Morupisi corruptly signed a contract 
with Capital Management Botswana 
(CMB)to administer the BPOPF 
funds as private equity managers 
and in the process obtained valuable 
consideration for himself and his 
wife’s company R7 Group.
Moakofhi charged 

On Tuesday, Assistant Director of 
Public Prosecutions, Priscilla Israel 
surprised court when she announced 
that they have abandoned calling 

*XI JINPING 

O n the occasion of the 
opening of the Fifth Annual 
Meeting of the Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB), I wish to extend, on behalf 
of the government and people of 
China and in my own name, hearty 
congratulations on the convening of 
this meeting and warm greetings to 
all the delegates representing AIIB 
members.

In late 2013, I proposed on 
China’s behalf the establishment of 
the AIIB. The initiative is designed 
to develop infrastructure and 
connectivity in Asia and deepen 
regional cooperation for shared 
development. On 16 January 2016, 
the AIIB was officially launched. 
In the ensuing four years or more, 
the AIIB has followed the operating 
model and principles of multilateral 
development banks and acted as a 
truly international, rule-based and 
high-standard institution. It has 
got off to a good start. From the 
57 founding members to today’s 
membership of 102 spanning the 
six continents of Asia, Europe, 
Africa, North America, South 
America and Oceania, the AIIB has 
grown from strength to strength 
and provided nearly US$20 billion 
in infrastructure investment to its 
members. With more good friends 
and partners getting on board for 
higher-quality cooperation, the AIIB 
has established itself in the world as 
a new type of professional, efficient 
and clean multilateral development 
bank.

In the face of COVID-19, the 
AIIB has moved promptly to set up a 
COVID-19 Crisis Recovery Facility 
to support its members in containing 
the virus and reviving their 
economies. This is a typical example 
of the AIIB’s power of action. The 
global response to COVID-19 has 
made it clear that mankind rise and 
fall together in a community with a 
shared future. Mutual support and 
cooperation in solidarity are the only 
way for mankind to overcome crises. 
To address issues emerging in the 
course of economic globalization, 
countries should pursue more 
inclusive global governance, more 
effective multilateral institutions, and 
more robust regional cooperation. 
In this context, the AIIB may grow 
into a new platform that promotes 
development for all its members 
and facilitates the building of a 

China supports, adheres to multilateralism
• Pursues development with the rest of the world in the spirit of openness 

community with a shared future for 
mankind. 

To make that happen, I would like 
to suggest the following:

First, let us aim at development for 
all and make the AIIB a new type of 
multilateral development bank that 
promotes development across the 
world. 

Peace and development remain 
the call of our times. For countries 
to develop together, infrastructure 
connectivity serves as an important 
physical foundation. The AIIB 
should commit itself to serving 
the development needs of all its 
members and providing more high-
quality, low-cost and sustainable 
investment for both traditional and 
new types of infrastructure. This will 
give renewed impetus to economic 
and social development in Asia and 
beyond.

Second, let us keep breaking 
new ground and make the AIIB a 
new type of development platform 
progressing with the times. 
Innovation holds the key to our 
future. As a new member of the 
global economic governance system, 

the AIIB is well-placed to adapt to 
changes and act accordingly. By 
constantly updating its development 
philosophy, business model and 
institutional governance and by 
providing flexible and diverse 
development financing products, 
the AIIB could help enhance 
connectivity, promote green 
development and boost technological 
advance.

Third, let us strive for excellence 
and make the AIIB a new type of 
high-performance institution for 
international cooperation. High 
standard and high quality must be 
ensured in the development of the 
AIIB. While following international 
standards and respecting the general 
law of development, the AIIB should 
keep in mind the actual development 
needs of its members, thus creating 
best practices for international 
development cooperation.

Fourth, let us stay open and 
inclusive and make the AIIB a 
new paradigm of multilateral 
cooperation. Under the principle 
of extensive consultation, joint 
contribution and shared benefits, 

the AIIB needs to respond to 
adjustments and changes in the 
global economic landscape and 
engage more development partners 
in cooperation. It needs to provide 
public goods for our region and 
beyond, push for regional economic 
integration, and help make economic 
globalization more open, inclusive, 
balanced and beneficial for all.

China always supports and adheres 
to multilateralism, and pursues 
development with the rest of the 
world in the spirit of openness and 
mutually-beneficial cooperation. 
China will continue working with 
other members to support the AIIB 
and make it a success, and contribute 
more to the global response to risks 
and challenges and the pursuit of 
shared development. I hope the AIIB 
will live up to its mission and our 
expectations and prove worthy of our 
times.

*Remarks by H.E. President of the 
People’s Republic of China At the 
Opening Ceremony of the 

Fifth Annual Meeting of the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment BankXi Jinping

Morupisi

M asiyiwa is seeking 
buyers for 20% 
to 34% of Liquid 

Telecommunications for as much 
as $600 million, according to four 
people with direct knowledge of the 
matter. He needs the money to repay 
a $375-million loan that was backed 
by the Public Investment Corp, the 
continent’s largest money manager, 
they said.

The PIC, which oversees the 
equivalent of $135 billion mainly on 
behalf of South African government 
workers, is demanding the issue 
be resolved by the end of August 
after granting an extension on the 
payment earlier this year, the people 
said. The loan it backed was used 
to fund a pay-TV venture, which 
failed last year because Zimbabwe’s 
economic woes and currency 
shortages meant the company 
couldn’t pay suppliers.

The 59-year-old tycoon had 
pledged shares in Liquid Telecom 
to the PIC as security for the loan, 

Masisi’s man in trouble 
•		Zimbabwe 

billionaire 
struggles to sell 
telecom asset

his 66% stake in Liquid Telecom 
to avoid surrendering shares in the 
company at a discount to the PIC, 
one of the people said.

Masiyiwa hired Goldman Sachs 
earlier this year to sell the stake, but 
talks with potential investors started 
unravelling after the Covid-19 
outbreak intensified in March, the 
people said. Buyers wanted more 
time to assess the economic fallout 
of lockdowns to contain the virus on 
Africa’s economies, they said.

Representatives for the PIC, 
Goldman Sachs, Deutsche Bank and 
Econet declined to comment.

Liquid Telecom operates in 13 
countries in East, Central and 
southern Africa with data centres 
in Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
Nairobi. 

It also offers cloud-based services 
from Microsoft, according to its 
website. UK development finance 
institution CDC in December 
2018 bought almost 10% of Liquid 
Telecom for $180 million. 

(Bloomberg)

which had been taken out with 
Deutsche Bank. Masiyiwa was 
planning to repay the debt from the 
proceeds of an initial public offering 

in Liquid Telecom, which was 
scrapped because of volatile equity 
markets, the people said.

The founder of Econet Global, 

which has interests in mobile-phone 
network operators and digital-
banking operations across the 
continent, would rather sell part of 
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,

S ince the live 
broadcasting of 
Parliamentary proceedings 

from Boipuso hall, I have 
been giving the Speaker of the 
National Assembly Rre Phandu 
Skelemani the full marks on 
how he demonstrated fairness, 
tolerance, impartiality completed 
by his rich sense of humour. But 
not until Monday 27 July 2020 
when all these attributes seemed 
to desert him. He is also human 
like all of us. But Rre Skelemani 
is no ordinary human being. He 
brought to the Speakership and 
the National Assembly, glorious 
years of high levels of experience 
as a public servant grounded 
in law and as a politician. With 
respect to the National Assembly, 
he graced its benches long before 
he became a duly elected Member 
of Parliament. Consequently, 
he would have known how 
politicians behave and the 
requisite but restrained measures 
the Speaker resorts to. But lo and 
behold. Monday and Tuesday 
were completely different days.

Hon Dumelang Saleshando 
was suspended by the Speaker for 
refusing to withdraw his complaint 
that the President’s sister had 
acquired a fraudulent tender at 
the beginning of the Covid-19 
period. At issue was the fact that 
the Speaker felt Hon Saleshando 
had not provided him with the 
evidence that linked the sister to 

Skelemani was harsh and unreasonable in suspending Saleshando
the President in the said complaint. 
By any measure, failure to provide 
such evidence and trivial as it is in 
my view, wouldn’t be considered a 
refusal by Hon Saleshando to obey 
the Speaker’s instruction which 
consequently could result in a 
suspension. I am saying trivial in 
that at that stage, parliament was 
not even seized with investigating 
the alleged fraudulent nature of the 
tender to the President’s ‘disputed’ 
family relationship to the sister. 
That evidence therefore would be 
imperative once the investigation 
was truly under investigation 
by the competent and relevant 
institution. The suspension would 
be warranted and appropriate if 
during the exchanges between 
them, Hon Saleshando used 
un-parliamentary language, was 
demonstrably rude and disorderly 
to the Speaker. None of such 
conduct remotely or otherwise, 
was demonstrable on the two days 
of back and forth which could be 
attributable to the MP. Not by any 
means. 

The suspension was pronounced 
by the Speaker on the Monday 
when Hon Saleshando’s matter 
was brought to the parliament 
floor. On that day, the Speaker 
did not cause the effect of the 
said suspension by specifically 
asking him to leave parliament. 
Instead, he said that given that 
the exchanges may have been at 
the heat of the moment, he gave 
Hon Saleshando the chance to 
reflect on the matter overnight 
presumably to come back the 
next with a changed position of 
withdrawing his complaint. At 
this stage, it appeared apparent 
that neither the Speaker nor Hon 
Saleshando would change their 
positions. That is, the Speaker was 

resolute in his suspension owing 
to what some say was political 
pressure from the majority party 
while Hon Saleshando was resolute 
as well in refusing to withdraw 
his complaint as requested by the 
Speaker. I am yet to understand 
why the process of naming the 
suspended MP as it emerged 
on Tuesday; the involvement of 
the two Chief Whips to move 
or oppose the actual passing 
of the suspension motion and 
others, was not implemented 
on the very day the suspension 
was pronounced by the Speaker.    
Parliament rules generally 
speaking it is said, provide that a 
Member of Parliament could be 
suspended from its proceedings 
when such member ‘Persistently 
and wilfully obstruct the House; 
used objectionable words which 
she/he has refused to withdraw; 
persistently and wilfully refused 
to conform to a Standing Order; 
wishfully disobeyed an order of the 
House; persistently and wilfully 
disregarded the authority of the 
Speaker and, has been considered 
by the Speaker to have behaved 
in a disorderly manner.’ Do the 
foregoing apply with respect of 
Hon Saleshando even if suspension 
was appropriate? Not at all because 
he had neither misbehaved in the 
remotest possibility nor committed 
contempt of parliament let alone 
to the Speaker. So in so far as 
the generality and the specificity 
of suspending a Member of 
Parliament as indicated in the 
above quote is concerned, Hon 
Saleshando was harshly and 
unreasonably suspended from 
the House. And the action of the 
Speaker has set a very bad and 
dangrous precedent in the House.

It tells me that the Speaker 

D
iversifying investments is 
one economic concept 
that imparts the idea that a 

back-up in a high-risk situation is 
always a prerequisite. In the unknown 
terrains, only those that have accepted 
the challenge and have put forth 
measures that serve as alternative 
plans, shall survive the uncomfortable 
scenarios. By this, I want to appreciate 
the Ministry of Basic Education 
for seeing reason in conducting a 
national mock examination. This 
year’s mock examination is bound 
to draw more weight than any other 
before. Normally mock examination 
is an instrument that is used to 
determine focussed grades that serve 
as a substitute in a case where the 
perceived summative, high-stake 

Exams amidst COVID-19 pandemic 
exams are in jeopardy for any 
candidate. In a local examination 
centre (schools), mock examinations 
serve as a yardstick (formative 
assessment) to fill in the teaching and 
learning gaps as determined by the 
assessment tool. 

Personally, I also like the idea of a 
common mock examination because 
it gives us a feel of fairness, validity 
and reliability of a school conducted 
assessment. We will soon implement 
an Outcome Based Education (OBE) 
pedagogy. Inherent under OBE is 
the emphasis for demonstration of 
a skill across all learning objectives. 
Performing evidence is a critical 
aspect of assessment. By these 
standards, it becomes inevitable 
that most assessment processes can 
only be carried out at school level. I 
am not privy to how the assessment 
framework will be designed by the 
relevant authorities, but I want to 
believe that the focal point will be 
to introduce some provider-based 
assessment for most Learning 
Outcomes. These mock examinations 
therefore provide us with that rare 
opportunity to gauge ourselves on how 

impartial we can be when entrusted 
with producing written evidence. Is 
the written evidence going to be fair, 
valid and reliable? I believe we can. 
Just as we have always been trusting 
the fairness, validity and reliability 
of the product evidence from most 
practical subjects currently. 

This year’s mock examination might 
even serve a greater purpose. God 
forbid, if it happens that COVID~19 
surpasses our health capabilities 
and capacities, then it is most likely 
that schools might have very little 
alternatives but to close down again. 
It is a normal international standard 
that alternative past assessments are 
effected in order to make evaluations 
and judgements in the event of an 
abrupt school closure. From an 
executive summary of ‘Exams and 
assessments in COVID~19 crisis’, 
a report published on the 10th 
April 2020, “the fourth UNESCO 
COVID~19 Education Webinar, 
organized on 9th April 2020, shed light 
on the coping strategies that countries 
have adopted or are considering to 
manage high-stake exams – these 
include intermediate, school leaving 
and university entrance exams as well 
as gateways for jobs”. The analysis of 
the report indicates that 58 out of 84 
surveyed countries had postponed 
or rescheduled exams, 23 introduced 
alternative methods, 22 maintained 
exams while in 11 countries they were 
cancelled altogether. The report also 
indicated that there are common 
challenges emerging, including 
issues of fairness and the feasibility of 
alternative assessments. Some Asian 
countries have already adopted this 
approach this year. The deviations 
arising from the papers that were sat 
for in the final examinations and that 
of continuous assessment, can be 

applied to those papers that have not 
been sat for in the final examination. 
This is a fair standard, looking at the 
fact that some exam papers had been 
sat for already in those states. 

Coming back home, we can apply 
all standards befitting a high-stake 
exam during these mock exams. A 
standardised marking scheme should 
be developed for each and every paper. 
Teachers can be subjected to only 
invigilation and marking during the 
entire duration of the mock exams. 
The marking exercise should be done 
at a department level (in a school) 
with all members having access to 
every script. The scripts should be 
kept by the institution for a period 
long enough to allow for an external 
moderation exercise. Though this 
will be done on a sampling basis, I 
believe quality assurance would have 
been enhanced. To allow for a smooth 
running of such a proposition, I will 
further propose for a temporally 
closure for those that are not 
completing classes. This would be only 
during the mock examination duration 
period. That way, teachers would focus 
on being invigilators and markers for 
the entire period of the exam.

Applying these standards should 
surely elevate the level of satisfaction 
on matters of validity and reliability 
of an assessment tool. Our clients 
(Students) and other stakeholders 
such as parents would sense the 
seriousness attached to the exams. 
Even the assessment authorities should 
be able to endorse such an exam. I 
must conclude by emphasising that 
as for the BGCSE, all doors should 
remain open for any candidate to 
write an externally set exam in future, 
supposing the effects of the pandemic 
are contained. I am also aware that 
such a proposition might have serious 
financial repercussions on the non-
conversional learning centres which 
happen to have a large candidature. 
In most cases, these centres struggle 
to secure conducive exam halls big 
enough for their total candidates. 
Therefore, such a proposition might 
mean running exams twice hence 
spending the money twice.  

Njobvu is the Performance 
Improvement Coordinator, Okavango 
Junior Secondary School.

DEAR PEGGY SERAME 

I 
know this sounds crazy but 
please indulge me on this..We will 
work out the details later. 

Yesterday I broke bread with a few 
Artists and Creatives  (I’ll tell the full 
story later). From our conversation 
Kaone Moremong, renowned Fashion 
Designer and Entrepreneur, opened 
my eyes to some really harsh realities in 
the fashion and textiles industry. 

Her heart was breaking when she 
said to me “Kana Lesang, le uniform 
hela ya bana ba sekolo- grey hela le 
shirt e tshweu, malatsi a di tswa China. 
Rona tota re sweletse. Ke gore we can 
only survive by getting a few high 
profile individuals to make suits for...
but remember in Botswana no one gets 
a suit made for anything close to even 
P5,000.00”. 

Nyaa bagaetsho. We have a lot of 
work to do. It just can not be that all 
these young people who went to school 
and in some cases got given machinery 
by government are not able to make a 
decent living out of their talents and 
hard work. Everyday clothing and 

uniforms should be their speciality. I 
have a proposal:

 1. Let’s close borders for white shirts 
and grey school trousers not to be 
imported. This will overnight create a 
market for our local people. 

 2. We then follow up to reduce 
duties on textiles into the country with 
the exception of finished goods or even 
exempt these from paying the 45% 
import duty. 

 3. Make it clear that parastatals 
and government will procure only 
from local designers/tailors and dress 
makers. 

 4. Make it mandatory for all chain 
stores to reserve a set percentage of 
shelf space for locally made clothes. 
If there is not enough capacity it is 
because the sector has been closed for 
our people- capacity will develop along 
the way. 

 5. Get the Competition Authority to 
ensure that the ‘big textile’ importers 
do not collude and hike prices as is 
often practice to shut Batswana out. 

With the new possibilities the 
CEDA Guidelines bring, we should 
be promoting the Textile Industry 

to be revived in Botswana. THE 
ONLY WAY TO DO THAT IS TO 
PROTECT OUR OWN PEOPLE AND 
NOT APOLOGISE ABOUT IT.

We can’t have a situation where 
Batswana get loans only to be closed 
out of the more lucrative markets and 
fail.

LETS CLOSE THE BORDER AND 
DEAL WITH THE DETAILS WITH 
THE BORDER CLOSED. Once we get 
this rolling, you will see the talents of 
our people. There is nothing we can’t 
do.  We have done it with Bottled 
Water (notice for textile industry to 
start can be in time for 2021) and are 
#PUSHINGBW with the Chicken 
Revolution.

BATSWANA WILL CREATE 
SUSTAINABLE JOBS FOR 
THEMSELVES AND OTHERS! When 
the year begins, ga gotwe “Back To 
School” we should be happy it means 
Batswana ba simolola ngwaga ba dira 
madi a bonalang.

LETS DO IT!! Ban white shirts and 
grey pants!

#PushaBW
Lesang Magang 

Ban the import of white shirts and grey pants

is curtailing the objective 
participation of Members of 
Parliament in pursuing bothering 
national issues and in this case 
the corruption issue. While it is 
not good for MPs to hide behind 
parliamentary privilege to malign 
private citizens, nothing suggests 
for now that Hon Saleshando 
had any ulterior motives to name 
the President’s sister to have 
fraudulently obtained a tender. 
And this is because his complaint 
has not yet been tested to establish 
its veracity or lack thereof. Is there 
any legal or other basis upon 
which the Speaker should have 
suspended Hon Saleshando? The 
answer could be located in the 
statement issued by the Botswana 
Movement for Democracy (BMD) 
President Advocate Sidney Pilane. 
He says that the Constitution 
of Botswana which has created 
parliament which MPs are part of, 
does not give it power to suspend 
an MP, ‘certainly not an elected 
one…. Our parliament must not 
arrogate itself powers it does not 
have. Unlike in other jurisdictions, 

the Parliament of Botswana is 
not supreme. Like all of us, it 
is subject to the Constitution. 
Parliament is a creature of statute, 
the Constitution, and the limits of 
its powers are to be found within 
the four walls of that hallowed 
document.’ Advocate Pilane’s view 
is ably supported by the decision of 
the South African Supreme Court 
of Appeal judgement case No 
279/98 in the matter between The 
Speaker of the National Assembly 
(Appellant), Patricia De Lille (First 
Responded) and Pan Africanist 
Congress of Azania (Second 
Respondent). 

The crux of the matter in this 
case briefly is that De Lille was 
suspended by the Speaker who 
had ruled that she had used un-
parliamentary language against 
others specifically ANC members 
by referring to them as spies. De 
Lille was asked to apologise and 
withdraw the remark which she 
did unconditionally. What was to 
follow was that parliament sought 
to punish her by suspending 
her for 15 days.  Court held that 

‘The threat that a member of the 
Assembly may be suspended for 
something said in the Assembly 
inhibits freedom of expression….
The right of free speech in the 
Assembly protected by Section 58 
(1) is a fundamental right crucial 
to representative government in a 
democratic society. Its tenor and 
spirit must conform to all other 
provisions of the Constitution 
relevant to the conduct of 
proceedings in Parliament. Part 3 
of the Supreme Court of Appeal 
order was that ‘It is declared that 
that part of the resolution of the 
National Assembly adopted on 
the 25 November 1997 which 
purports to suspend Mrs Patricia 
De Lille is void and is set aside.’ 
Probably telling is part of the 
judgement that held that ‘No 
Parliament, however bona fide 
or eminent its membership, no 
President, however formidable be 
his reputation or scholarship and 
no official, however efficient or 
well meaning, can make any law 
or perform any act which is not 
sanctioned by the Constitution.’ 

Because I am adamant that Hon 
Saleshando was harshly and 
unreasonably treated by the 
Speaker, I am happy that he is 
challenging his suspension in 
court. 

In conclusion and all things 
considered, the Speaker of the 
National Assembly was harsh and 
unreasonable in suspending Hon 
Saleshando. I hold the same view 
even if a majority party MP was 
treated in this fashion. He did not 
behave in any disorderly manner 
consistent with any reasonable 
sanction to be removed from 
parliament. It is disturbing that 
the Speaker seems to be entering a 
phase of his word or the highway. 
It must be accepted that while the 
Speaker is charged with ensuring 
the decorum of the House through 
enforcing discipline amongst 
others, it doesn’t mean that this 
equates to dictatorial tendencies 
as suggested by some. The issue 
of doubt in his mind that Hon 
Saleshando failed to establish the 
relationship of the President to 
the person referred to as his sister 
in his allegations is trivial and 
disappointing as I have said above. 
The Speaker cannot be allowed 
to curtail the rights of MPs as 
contained in the Bill of Rights of 
the Constitution. I am prepared to 
be persuaded otherwise as always. 
Judge for Yourself!

The Covid-19 Presidential 
Task Force is reporting that the 
pandemic is taking a turn for the 
worse. Health protocols are our 
best defence. Wash your hands 
with clean water and soap more 
frequently, keep social distancing 
and wear your masks. Our destiny 
is in our own hands.  

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

Students wearing grey and white uniform 

Speaker of the National Assembly, Phandu Skelemani
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions

To page 3
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Botswana potential 
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw 

This week members of the 
Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 
incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 
party’s primary elections. 

Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 
procedures. 

The Appeals Board has overturned 
a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 
recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 
primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 
follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 
the results are announced they must 
declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 
launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 
committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 
Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 
when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 
revealed.

Among ministers that were 
pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 
Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 
Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 
Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 
minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 
Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 
has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 
the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 
to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 
sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 
the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 
party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 
fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 
seemingly unhappy with the way his 
successor has been treating him. His 
loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 
he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 
General elections. They have a ready 
and waiting ally to conveniently work 
with to frustrate Masisi. 

Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 
Confidence against President Masisi. 

Information gathered by this 
publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 
Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 
motion against Masisi.

“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 
while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 
business people,” confided a source.

Boko is allegedly weaponised with 
classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 
and lethal than the previous one. 

Asked if he has been provided with 
information by Khama, Boko denied 
that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 
Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 
who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.

Former President Khama had 
revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 
regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 
Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.
To show that he is building his 

case, in response to SONA, Boko 
said they want a forensic audit on the 
National Petroleum Fund (NPF).

“The State was swindled no less 
than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 
of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 
recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 
Rapitsenyane’s question and account 
and atone,” he said.

During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 
dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 
Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 
Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 
brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 
hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 
and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 
said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw 

P resident Mokgweetsi 
Masisi is said to have 
resolved to take a tough 

stance and crack the whip in order 
to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 
after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 
on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 
expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 
with instability within the party 
especially among members of 
the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 
caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 
party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 
feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 
former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 
Masisi.

The recent revelation by 
President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 
smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 
that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 
government.

The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama 

Though in an interview with 
Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 
farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 
being economical with the truth.

On Friday, Khama was given 
the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 
and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 
that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 
Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 
evening.

This is said to have been the ‘the 
last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 
Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress 
One of the issues that is said 

to be pushing the political 
temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 
the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 
congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 
“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 
Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 
proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 
campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 
that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise

•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley
•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath
•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s 
difficult 
transitions

To page 3
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Botswana potential 
financial hub – expert
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw C oalition pangs and stuttering unity efforts are staring at Umbrella 

for Democratic Change (UDC) 
just a few days before some of 

the contracting partners go for 
decisive conferences which will be 

their first ones after the new UDC 
was launched in February this 

year.
Highly placed and intimate 

sources with party leadership have 
revealed that Botswana Congress 

Party (BCP), which is heading to 
Bobonong for their conference, 

might come back not a UDC 
member. BCP Publicity Secretary 

Dithapelo Keorapetse confirmed 
that BCP members are not happy 

at the snail pace of the process of 
finalising the new constitution 

document and filing it with the 
Registrar of Societies.He said the process of 

accommodating the BCP into 
the UDC has not been concluded 

and as a party they are not happy 
and feel frustrated with the slow 

pace of finalising the document. 
“Our members feel they are not 

full members of the UDC without 
the Constitution stating that fact. 

Let it be known that we are fully 
committed to the UDC; we’ve held 

by-elections with huge successes. 
We are of the view that that there 

is no other viable alternative other 
than the UDC; that we should 

be in in 2019 to defeat the ruling 
party,” he said.“If the new UDC constitution is 

not registered with the Registrar 
of Societies before our conference  

I don’t see the need for us to be 
still part of the UDC as technically 

and legally we are not members 
of the umbrella. We only have a 

Memorandum of Cooperation 
with them,” said one of the BCP 

leaders.
Although in the past the BCP 

was divided over their status 
within UDC, recent development 

especially the constituency 
allocations, which has strained 

relationship among the contracting 
partners, has united them and 

all believe it is time to leave the 
coalition. Keorapetse said BCP 

members have resolved that the 
party should join the UDC for 

the purpose of unseating the 
BDP and in the same resolution it 

stated unequivocally that the party 
shouldn’t be disbanded.

“The debate of leaving the UDC 
is a debate which hasn’t reached 

any structure of the BCP,” he said 
in response.Cracks within the UDC started 

to show ahead of the Boipuso Hall 
‘meeting’ as the leaders within 

the contradicting partners gave 
contradicting statements. BCP 

President Dumelang Saleshando 
and BNF Secretary General Moeti 

Mohwasa informed the media that 
it would be a decisive congress. 

The two leaders revealed that 
one of the issues to be address by 

the congress was to amend the 
constitution and give congress 

power to be the highest decision 
making body as the current 

UDC constitution places those 
powers on the National Executive 

Committee. On the other hand, BMD 
President Advocate Sidney Pilane 

and BNF President Advocate 
Duma Boko said that it was to be 

a consultative congress. Since the 
UDC relaunch, which followed the 

consultative congress at Boipuso 
Hall, the party leadership has not 

discussed some of the proposals 
from the delegates who called for 

other amendments in the new 
constitution.Among the thorny issues that 

were discussed was that of having 
two vice presidents which some 

especially within the BCP and 
Botswana National Front (BNF) 

felt it causes confusion and was not 
in consonant with the country’s 

constitution. The BCP and BNF 
delegates wanted BCP President 

Dumelang Saleshando to be 
appointed the running mate for 

Duma Boko in the 2019 General 
Elections but BMD opposed that; 

even dismissing the Boipuso 
conference as just a consultative 

meeting which had no power to 
make any decisions or resolutions. 

Another issue that does not sit 
well with BCP is the reluctance 

by their contracting partners to 
support their ongoing Electronic 

Voting Machines case against 
Government. Saleshando said he 

doesn’t know why their partners 
at UDC are not supporting them 

choosing to say that maybe is not 
their priority.This will not be the first time 

that BCP dumped the Umbrella 
as they did that in 2011 due to 

differences over constituency 
allocations and resulted in the 

party performing badly in the 2014 
General Elections.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he 2019 General Elections 

are increasingly promising 
to be an expensive exercise 

for politicians as well resourced 
candidates are already turning to 

consultants to craft powerful slogans, 

appealing personalities and stylish 
swag to win over an increasingly 

influential floating voters.  
It is all about the ‘Americanisation’ 

of political campaigns in  Botswana, 
a trend hitherto  seen in other 

countries as politicians recognize 
that high-priced consultants can fine-

tune their message and give them an 

edge at the ballot box. President of 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

Umbrella for Democratic Change 
(UDC) Advocate Duma Boko has 

stepped up the moneyed ladder after 

recently boasting that he will sponsor 

the July BNF conference to the tune 
of P2 million and the 2019 general 

elections with P10 million.  
True to his word, Boko has 

engaged a South African image 
company Status Reputation 

Management Consultancy which 
has stated that anything to do with 

UDC president, especially the media, 

must contact Karabo Molotsi, a 
senior Account Executive at Status 

RMC. Although Status RMC claims 
to have been engaged by UDC, the 

coalition Publicity Secretary Moeti 
Mohwasa exercised ignorance over 

the development referring this 
publication to Boko who is currently 

in Angola on Parliamentary business.
The move by Boko to engage 

reputation managers and image 
consultants is said to have been 

motivated by internal bickering 
within the two organisations 

he leads, which has dented 
the reputation not only of the 

organisations but also his and 
threaten to spiral out of control. 

The BNF and their partners 
Botswana Movement for Democracy 

(BMD) are currently fighting 
for the Lentsweletau/ Mmopane 

constituency, following another 
ugly fallout recently over Moshupa/ 

Manyana. Those internal disagreements led 
to BNF openly expressing shock to 

hear that their partners have already 

found Parliamentary candidates 
without consulting them. “The 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
would like to correct the picture that 

is being created that a resolution has 

been reached regarding the impasse 
over the allocation of Moshupa/ 

Manyana and Lentsweletau/ 
Mmopane constituencies as the 

reports coming from the recent 
BMD press conference seem to 

suggest. While it is not our position 
to publicly discuss matters that are 

a subject of discussion with our 
partners, in the interest of ensuring 

that the nation and our members are 

not confused and fed with wrong 
information, we are compelled to set 

the record straight,” reads a statement 

from BNF Secretary General Moeti 

BCP ready to walk out•  Unhappy with failure to adopt 
new Constitution•  Spokesperson insists that 

they are committed to UDC
•  Include us or we are out – 

BCP source  

Boko’s millions fix UDC image• Engages SA PR consultant for 2019

Mohwasa.Currently there is swelling call 
within the BNF that Boko has failed 

the party as he doesn’t cooperate 
with most members of the Central 

Committee, which has led to some 
demanding that he step down as the 

party president. At the UDC he is 
being accused of being controlled 

by BMD President Sydney Pilane. 
Since engaging Status RMC Boko 

has reduced engaging in social media 

fights with party members, but rather 

posts on issues of national interest or 

those affecting the party.In their statement Status RMC 
states that UDC will have a three-day 

conference to thrash out issues which 

underlie Botswana’s economic and 
socio-economic development, in line 

with what the people need. Boko is 
quoted in the statement saying: “My 

leadership and I are unyielding in our 

commitment that Botswana needs 
to be a global player on all fronts 

and not simply be seen as a diamond 

trader with a few nice lodges.  We 
will use this time at the conference 

to discuss how we can shape more 
effective and inclusive policy, so 

it allows for the improvement of 
the education and health systems; 

infrastructure development; growth 
of local manufacturing; more 

support of small businesses and the 
enticement of a larger contingent of 

international investors to actively 
participate in Botswana’s economy. 

Our discussions will also concentrate 

on youth development, to ensure 

Botswana becomes the beneficiary 
of their talent which we too often 

lose to other countries. Our youth 
must never feel the need to leave our 

borders for greener pastures. We 
need to create ample opportunities 

for them at home”. Interestingly the press release from 

Status RMC only mentions Boko and 

his right hand man MP for Selibe 
Phikwe West Dithapelo Keorapetse. 

It quotes Keorapetse, saying he 
concurs with Duma as follows: “We 

will be covering all the bases during 
the event with an eye to presenting 

real solutions to the problems facing 

our country today. This will be 
condensed, refined and included 

in our manifesto, which will be 
available to the voters early in 2019, 

if not sooner. Additionally, we will be 

scrutinising our skills resource pool 
to ensure we have the right people, in 

the right positions to efficiently and 
successfully contest the election, and 

thereafter deliver on our campaign 
promises. It is our contention that 

a successful government deploys 
competent individuals to accomplish 

its mandate. Unfortunately, 
the current government has 

institutionalised mediocrity. This 
has crippled their ability to deliver 

services to the public and weakened 
confidence in both local and 

international investors. We need 
to strive for exceptionalism and 

create a meritocracy where all our 
appointments are based on non-

negotiable competence.”

Boko 

Botswana Congress Party [BCP], president Dumelang Saleshando 

BTCL profit drops 8%

The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw | October 7, 2018

News  1

UDC to expel BMD?
G4S’ aggressive collections pay off

P12.00

www.thepatriot.co.bw

OCTOBER 07, 2018 | ISSUE 295

PAGE 
03

PAGE 
09

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw Y outhful Tshepang Mabaila, 

who up to Friday was Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP) 

parliamentary candidate for 2019 
general elections in Mogoditshane 

constituency, has dumped the ruling 

party to contest as independent 
candidate after he was slapped with a 

suspension of five years. Mabaila, who is former president 
Ian Khama’s blue eyed boy, has been 

serving a two months suspension 
after being suspended by the BDP’s 

disciplinary committee. He had been 

accused of committing offences against 

the rules and regulations and General 

Code of Conduct of the ruling party. 

He is alleged to have conspired and 
tried to persuade Minister of Health 

and Wellness Dr Alfred Madigele 
and Member of Parliament for Boteti 

East Sethomo Lelatisitswe to support 

a motion of no confidence against 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi, which 

was tabled before parliament by the 
Leader of Opposition, Duma Boko.

Addressing the media outside 
Tsholetsa House after the verdict, 

Mabaila said he was not happy with 
the decision as he was not given an 

opportunity to cross-examine key 
witnesses, among them Madigele and 

Lelatisitswe. “The truth will come out one day 
and you can see by the loss of Madigele 

in the primaries that he is being 
punished for not telling the truth,” he 

said. Mabaila denied that he is against 

Masisi, saying he supports him and 
remains hopeful that with the passage 

of time he will realise the real truth.
According to Mabaila, one of the 

reasons he was pushed out – through 

what he calls trumped up charges – was 

that some democrats advanced the 
propaganda that he was not from 

Mogoditshane and as such cannot 
contest in the area. “I am reliably informed that some 

party elders want Tumiso Rakgare to 

Mabaila dumps BDP
•  Tsholetsa suspends him for five years •  Rakgare to replace him in Mogoditshane?
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S even lecturers at Botswana 
Police College in Otse got the shock 

of their life on Friday when Police 

Commissioner Keabetswe Makgophe 

suspended them with immediate effect over 

involvement in sexual relationships with 

some of their students. In the suspension letters, written and 

delivered on Friday, Makgophe wrote: “Be 

informed that it has been reported to this 

office that you are being investigated for an 

offence of Discreditable Conduct. 
This followed allegations that you are 

involved in an intimate relationship with 

trainees under your direction. 
Such investigation may result in 

you being charged criminally and/ or 

disciplinarily. In view of the seriousness of 

this matter, I have decided to suspend you 

from duty on full salary effective today 05 

October 2018 pending the outcome of the 

investigation against you”.“Consequent to the above, the Director 

Training is to confine you to the police 

camp or place of residence during such 

hours as s/he may decide. I do hope that you will cooperate with the 

investigating officers in order to facilitate 

the speedy completion of this matter,” said 

Makgophe to one Sergeant. 
Still reeling in shock, the suspended 

police officers met their lawyer in Gaborone 

on Friday afternoon to seek legal advice and 

map the way forward, immediately after 

receiving suspension letters. 
They are considering dragging the 

Commissioner to court over the matter 

convinced that there is no provision 
prohibiting them from having intimate 

relationships with police trainees who are 

full legal entities that can consent to sex. 

Their main contention is that there is no 

provision either in the statutes that govern 

police officers or their code of conduct 

that bars lecturers from having intimate 

relationships with trainees and that sex 

with their partners is and was consensual. 

According to the cops, who spoke on 

condition of anonymity, although the 

Police Act deals with discreditable conduct, 

intimate relationships with trainees are not 

part of the conduct, which the Act prohibits. 

“Even the Botswana Police College, which 

is a tertiary institution attended by adults 

recognized as such by law and qualified to 

engage in sexual relationships, does not 

have institutional rules which forbid sexual 

relationships between instructors and 

trainees,” a source at the college said. 
The lawyer consulted by the suspended 

officers declined to shed light on the matter, 

saying it is confidential and that he does not 

have instructions from his clients to share 

the information with the media. 

Sex claims land seven cops in hot soup

CRACKING THE WHIP: Makgophe

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw S enior government officials 

appearing before the Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) this week, for 

the first time since the construction of the 

controversial Mosu airstrip, admitted that it 

has been built using state funds for former 

President Ian Khama’s private use.  
Further, they conceded that the airstrip 

was built using Botswana Defence Force 

(BDF) personnel on private land belonging 

to Khama and will never revert to the state 

as the public has always been made to 

believe. 
Appearing before the PAC, Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) Commander 
Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo 

admitted that the airstrip was constructed 

by the army using army resources and 

funds. “Our understanding was that it was 

not being built on a private property,” he 

revealed, adding that they used their own 

machinery to construct it to cut costs.
Put to him by the PAC member Dithapelo 

Keorapetse that the construction of the 

airstrip has cost more than P6 million, 

General Segokgo said he did not have the 

figures. General Segokgo said they moved 

their machinery after Khama retired as the 

Head of State as per the protocol dictates.

He said BDF has constructed airstrips for 

former Presidents being founding President 

the late Sir Seretse Khama and second 

President Sir Ketumile Masire at their 

farms. Recently when appearing before 

PAC last week, Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Transport and Communications 

Kabelo Ebineng said they have stopped 

maintaining the airstrip because it was 

proving too costly. “That particular airstrip is the private 

property of the former president. He had a 

piece of land he acquired through Ngwato 

land board. Because of other privileges I 

can’t go into, a provision was made that the 

airstrip be constructed by Government. It 

was constructed by the BDF,” he revealed.

In the past when defending the 
construction of the airstrip, government 

maintained that the airstrip was a “strategic” 

facility registered with the Civil Aviation 

Authority of Botswana (CAAB) that will 

“continue to be managed by the BDF as part 

of its strategic support of the President” and 

be handed to the authority when Khama 

leaves office.Ebineng last week somersaulted and 

stated that they did not take over the 

airstrip as per the initial agreement because 

they have enough airfields within the 

area of their use as they are in reasonable 

Mosu lies exposed
• Govt dumps Khama’s P6 million airstrip • It cost state P250 000/month to maintain - PS • State funds, resources used by 

BDF to build Mosu airstrip • Our understanding was that it is not on private land but belonged to state – 

BDF Commander • Except for Mogae, Seretse Khama and Masire built private airstrips

proximity. “We couldn’t justify why we should be 

spending P250 000 annually and a lump 

sum of P 5 million every five years,” he 

revealed and admitting that they could not 

justify the construction and maintenance of 

the airstrip.

In September 2016 the then Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Transport and 

Communications Goitsemang Morekisi 

wrote to Civil Aviation Authorities 
Botswana (CAAB) instructing them 

to fence the Mosu airstrip with the 
understanding that after the completion of 

fencing it will be transferred to CAAB.
This never happened until President 

Khama retired from office in April this year. 

When answering a question in Parliament 

in 2013 the then Minister of Presidential 

Affairs and Public Administration 
Mokgweetsi Masisi who is currently the 

state President defended the construction 

of the Mosu airstrip. Masisi said President 

Khama intended to hand the airfield over 

for public use and that it was constructed by 

personnel and machinery of the Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) as an exercise and 

measure of utmost frugality.

To page 3

Mabaila 

Botswana Defence Force (BDF) Commander Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he recently suspended Botswana Democratic Party 

(BDP) parliamentary candidate for Mogoditshane, 
Tshepang Mabaila is facing 

another battle – this time 
around it is from the taxman 

who suspects that he has been 
evading tax.Highly placed sources have 

revealed that Botswana Unified 
Revenue Services (BURS) 

recently approached the Local 
Enterprise Authority (LEA) 

about their dealings with 
Mabaila, especially payments 

made to his security company, 
Emirates Securities.This was after LEA terminated their contract 

with Emirates Securities after 
it failed to fulfill some of the 

contractual obligations.“The security officers were 
not provided with uniform 

and other accessories needed 
for a security officer  and as 

stipulated in the contract 
every time he was asked to 

fulfill contractual obligations 
he will threaten to report 

the management to the then President Khama and 
Permanent Secretary to the 

President Carter Morupisi,” 
revealed the source.In an interview with this publication, Mabaila 

confirmed that indeed LEA has 
terminated the contract with 

him, but added that he is suing 
them for unlawful termination 

of the contract.“They started threatening 
me with termination of the 

contract last year and failed. 
They then pushed it to this 

year,” he said, denying that he 
used his closeness with former 

President Khama to threaten 
LEA officials.Regarding the issue of non-

compliance with the contract 
obligations, he vehemently 

denied that – insisting that all 

Taxman after Mabaila  •  BURS investigates him for tax evasion •  I have over P10 million worth of tenders with Govt – Mabaila •  ‘I am suing LEA’•  Denies that he won tenders due friendship with Khama  

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw B otswana Democratic 

Party (BDP) is allegedly 
rocked by secret meetings 

involving top party figures, some 
within the Central Committee in a 

plot to oust President Mokgweetsi 

Masisi, Party Chairman Slumber 
Tsogwane and Secretary General 

Mpho Balopi from their respective 
positions within the party.

Recently the party leadership was 
left shocked when former President 

Ian Khama announced that he 
never resigned as party president 

and that should those pursuing 

the case win he will reassume his 
position.

Khama told a local paper 
that before he stepped down he 

consulted Balopi about writing a 
resignation letter but he was told it 

was not necessary.According to highly placed 
sources the announcement by 

former President Khama is part of 
the grand plan to cast doubt on the 

leadership of both Masisi and his 
close associate Balopi within the 

party.

BDP faction turns heat on PresidentPlot tooust Masisi
• Factions holding secret night meetings  

• People are focused on party positions rather than the 2019 elections – Balopi 

• Kgalagadi South constituency strategic meeting cancelled 

• Guma was the guest speaker

Mabaila 

[PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

President Masisi and Vice President Tsogwane 
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to form Botswana Movement for 
Democracy (BMD). Although this was a purely 

partisan matter, that had nothing 
to do with state presidency, Khama 

deafeated Motswaledi on the 
presidential immunity clause as he 

was head of state 24 hours a day. It 
was impossible to separate decisions 

he made in his personal capacity and 

those he made as head of state.    
Khama has stated that upon 

the retirement of Brigadier George Tlhalerwa he informed  Masisi and that he has identified Colonel Kgosi as a fitting candidate for the vacant position and submitted his curriculum vitae.Served with distinction
In motivating his reasons for the appointment of the former spy chief, Khama 

said Kgosi who is his close 
associate had served the 

government of Botswana with 
distinction in a career spanning 

over forty years. “That Col. Isaac Seabelo 
Kgosi had recently served in the 

eminent position of Director 
General of the DISS with 

distinction,” he said in his letter, 
adding that he was retired upon 

the assumption of office by President 

Masisi.
He said the retirement of Kgosi 

was not based on any fault, failure 
or impropriety as such could never 

amount to a disqualification from 
serving in any capacity for which he 

qualifies in the public service. In May 

this year, President Masisi shocked 
many when he fired Kgosi as 

Director General of DISS replacing 
him with Brigadier Peter Magosi 

who was retired by Khama 
as commander of Ground 

Forces at Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF).

Khama, who is very close to Kgosi, 

publicly expressed his shock and 
unhappiness; saying that the firing 

of his close ally was undignified.  

Through his lawyers, Khama states 
that Kgosi has served as his private 

secretary when he was the Vice 
President of Botswana. “The rapport and understanding 

that subsists between the claimant 
and Col Kgosi would enable the 

smooth filling of the vacant position 
with a person most eminently 
qualified and, most importantly, 
the claimant’s own choice and 
preference, as envisioned by the 
law, with regard to the nature 
of this position,” reads the 
statutory notice.Verbally declinedTo Khama’s dismay, President Masisi verbally 

advised him that his choice 
has been declined, which 
forced Khama to write a letter maintaining his choice and motivating his reasons for it. He maintained there was no valid, lawful and rational basis for rejection of his recommendation to appoint Kgosi as his private secretary. 

The 
relationship been 
Khama and Kgosi dates back to their time 

at the barracks where he 
served as Head of Intelligence and 

when he joined politics, he brought 
him along and appointed him his 

private secretary. Kgosi was sent for 
further studies in United States of 

America as way of preparing him to 
establish the DISS. 

Babereki deals damage 
Confianza
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he fallout between President Mokgweetsi Masisi 

and his predecessor former 
President Ian Khama degenerated 

on Friday when the latter served 
him with statutory notice, in the first 

litmus test to powers and authority 
of the incumbent.In the papers which were delivered 

to the Attorney General’s Chambers 
on Friday, Khama,  through his 

lawyers Toteng and Company, states 

that he is entitled to the services 
of a Private Secretary of his own 

choice and selection as the relevant 
law provides. Khama is demanding 

that President Masisi should accept 
former Director of Intelligence and 

Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his chosen Private Secretary. 
According to Khama, President 

Masisi told him that the reason he 
cannot appoint Kgosi is because he 

will retire in December 2018.Unreasonable, irrational 
“His Excellency, President Masisi’s 

decision to refuse the appointment 
is therefore, unreasonable, irrational 

and unlawful and liable to be 
reviewed and set aside, if challenged 

before the courts,” reads Khama’s 
notice.  Khama demands that  the 

decision to reject the appointment 
of Colonel Kgosi as his  Private 

Secretary be vacated and that he be 
duly appointed into the position with 

immediate effect, “or within such 
time as is reasonably and practicable, 

taking into account the grave 
inconvenience the claimant suffers 

from the failure to fill the vacancy.”
Khama has given Masisi 30 days 

to meet the demands from the date 
of service of the notice and if they 

are not met they will institute review 

proceedings and seek, inter alia, 
an order declaring that President 

Masisi’s decision is unreasonable, 
irrational and unlawful and be set 

aside.
Immunity 

It appears Khama does not see 
his intentions as an exercise in 

futility since President Masisi enjoys 

immunity from legal challenges 
for decisions he has taken while in 

the office of head of state as part of 
his work. Over the years Khama 

has benefited handsomely from 
presidential immunity provision 

with many cases against him falling 
by the way side on the same ground. 

One such case was when the late 
Gomolemo Motswaledi took Khama 

to court to challenge him for his 
decision to suspend him from 

the Botswana Democratic Party 
(BDP); the outcome of which forced 

Motswaledi to bolt out of the party 

Khama to Masisi …APPOINT KGOSI…OR! 
• Says Masisi is unreasonable, irrational and acted unlawfully   

• Gives Masisi 30 days to respond or else goes to court 

• Masisi’s grounds: Kgosi retires in December 2018
PHILLIMON MMESO 

phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw A recent announcement by 
Umbrella for Democratic 

Change (UDC) president 
Duma Boko that he will sponsor 

2019 campaigns with over P10 
million and subsequent speculation 

that he is a hired gun for some 
ruling party politicians has attracted 

the attention of Directorate 
on Corruption and Economic 

Crime (DCEC) and the Financial 
Intelligence Agency (FIA).

Graft busters are reportedly 
snooping around opposition 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
and its leader. Highly placed sources 

within the two organizations have 
confirmed that they are investigating 

possible money laundering involving 

the BNF and its leader Boko.  
“During  the BNF conference held 

in Rakops recently, most if not all 
service providers were paid cash 

which fuelled our suspicion,” a 
source revealed. Highly placed sources close to 

both Boko and former President Ian 

Khama have alleged  that the latter 
sponsored the BNF conference and 

the UDC 2019 campaign strategy 
with unclosed millions of pula. 

In interview with this publication 
recently Boko vehemently denied 

that they were funded by former 
President Khama and that he 

(Khama) funded the motion of 
no confidence against President 

Mokgweetsi Masisi which was tabled 

by Boko in Parliament.In an interview BNF Treasurer 
Noah Salakae revealed that indeed 

Boko informed them that he will 
fund the conference but the money 

was not deposited into the party’s 
account. “He informed us that the 

money was given to him personally 
and in his business account as such 

he was the one paying the bills,” he 
said.

One of the people who is alleged 
to have been paying the service 

providers during the conference is 
Boko’s close ally Elliot Moshoke. In a 

written response, Moshoke declined 
to comment on his involvement in 

the controversy surrounding funds 
disbursed at the Rakops conference. 

“As a disciplined member of the BNF 

I cannot engage with newspapers 
directly on matters about the party 

as I am not the spokesperson of the 
party. I respect all my leaders and 

all the procedures and processes of 
the BNF. If any leader has said such 

gross allegations, it would be very 
unfortunate,” he said The two met 

after the conference After the BNF conference, Boko 
is alleged to have driven to Mosu 

where he met former President 
Khama and former DISS Director 

General Isaac Kgosi. Efforts to get 
comment from advocate Boko were 

futile at the time of going to press 
while DCEC promised to respond to 

a questionnaire sent to them but has 

not done so by the time of going to 
print. 

DCEC, FIA investigate Boko
• Suspect possible money laundering at BNF conference

• Boko failed to keep his promises: No buses for delegates 

• Some NEC members want Boko to resign

• BNF on the brink of another split

Things fall apart at BNF 
Things are falling apart in the 

country’s leading opposition party, 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

the centre can no longer hold, and 
that is principally because the center 

is literally absent. Highly placed 
sources within the BNF National 

Executive Committee have revealed 
that the party especially leadership 

have lost trust in their President 
Duma Boko who also doubles up 

as president of the Umbrella for 
Democratic Change (UDC).

The August NEC which is 
expected to discuss the conference 

is expected to produce fireworks 
as there is suspicion by some BNF 

members that there is a plan to 
set aside resolution 7 which read 

thus; “Noting that after several and 
consistent requests BNF made to 

have a bilateral with BMD to address 

the representation issues, BMD has 
consistently not been responsive. 

We therefore resolve that 
there should be joint primary 

elections under the UDC in all the 
parliamentary and council seats 

allocated to the BMD in 2014, except 

where it holds incumbency. If this 
fails, then the BNF should assume 

the leadership of these constituencies 

and wards. The UDC would be the 
final arbiter if the above two do not 

succeed.”
The Boko camp commonly known 

as Fear fokol is said to be against the 

motion as they have a soft spot for 
BMD while a faction led by BNF vice 

president Rev. Dr Prince Dibeela 
prefer partnership with the Alliance 

for Progressives (AP) and want BMD 

expelled from the UDC. The group 
which is believed to prefer an alliance 

with the Ndaba Gaolathe led Alliance 

for Progressives is said to be ready 
to walk out should the resolution be 

set aside. “Our aim is to force Boko 
to resign if he cannot reign in Pilane.  

If he doesn’t we will force him to do 
so,  that’s why we convinced Noah 

Salakae to withdraw his resignation 
because we need numbers at the 

NEC meeting,” confided a source.
Ahead of the BNF National 

Conference in Rakops, Boko 
promised that he will personally fund 

the conference with P2 million which 

will mostly cater for buses, meals 
and other logistics. The buses were 

expected to be branded with BNF 
color but this came only a dream as 

only five buses were sourced.
In an interview BNF Publicity 

Secretary Justin Hunyepa confirmed 

that they could not source the buses 
because regions brought the names 

very late. “We know where those 
allegations come from but President 

Boko explained to the delegates that 
he has desired to hire buses for them 

but due to failure to submit names 
on time this did not happen,” he said, 

adding that people must understand 

that it was during public holidays 
where buses were on high demand.

Hunyepa hailed the conference 
saying it was one of the best 

organized as they even put 
WIFI in the main tent to ease 

communication. “Those who are 
peddling those rumors we know 

their agenda and won’t entertain 
them,” he said. He said most of 

people who are peddling the rumors 

are those who expressed aversion on 

the membership of BMD within the 
UDC and calling for coalition with 

Alliance for Progressives (AP).
Those who are against Boko have 

said that his absent leadership has 
created a vaccuum and left the party 

without cohesion and direction. They 

accuse him of running a party with 
his friends and leaving NEC outside, 

“The P2 million that he talked about 

was not given to the party treasurer 
but the money was held by his close 

friends,” another source alleged. 

HAPPIER TIMES: Masisi and Khama 
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COLLECTOR’S

Ts & Cs apply. O� er includes 2 eggs, 3 rashers of streaky bacon, toast & 1 mug. 

6 mug designs available. Mug designs are subject to availability. Available 

at selected restaurants only. Price inclusive. While stocks last. Visuals for 

descriptive purposes only. Full nutritional information available at wimpy.co.za.
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions

To page 3
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W ith growing internal 
bickering, which threatens to destabilise 

the ruling Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) ahead of the 2019 

general elections, Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of 

a new faction in the ruling party 
calling itself New Jerusalem. 

In an attempt deflect the question 
on the factions within BDP, Balopi 

said, as a Christian man he knows 
Jerusalem to be a peaceful and holy 

place, and therefore “people who 
call themselves Jerusalem should 

either disband or find another name 

because they don’t stand for peace 
and harmony in the BDP. Sodom 

& Gomorrah would be apt,” he 
lashed out. Sodom and Gomorrah 

have been used historically and 
today as metaphors for vice and 

homosexuality. According to 
Wikipedia, in Abrahamic religions, 

Sodom and Gomorrah have become 

synonymous with impenitent sin, 
and their fall with a proverbial 

manifestation of divine retribution. 
Sodom and Gomorrah were cities 

mentioned in the Book of Genesis 
and throughout the Hebrew Bible, 

the New Testament. According to the Torah, the 
kingdoms of Sodom and Gomorrah 

were allied with the cities of Admah, 

Zeboim, and Bela. Divine judgment 
by God was passed upon Sodom 

and Gomorrah and two neighboring 

cities, which were completely 
consumed by fire and brimstone. 

On Thursday afternoon Balopi was 
at pains trying to explain and justify 

the decison by the BDP central 
committee to postpone to 2020, the 

youth congress that was due in 2019 
where a new leadership was to be 

elected. 
He claimed that the current Youth 

Wing leadership had proposed the 
postponement, which was then 

accepted by the Central Committee 
after considering compelling reasons 

advanced by the youth. “Next year 
(2019) we will have a very busy 

schedule for the party preparing for 

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he expression on Brigadier Thulaganyo Masisi’s face changes 

to a more serious look, as he 
adjusts his posture to sit up 

straight when reminded that the 
former Director General of the 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) accused 

him of being bitter because he 
refused to employ him. “I could 

never work under Kgosi, ever! It 
is a total lie because he does not 

have good management skills,” he 
says, face contorted.Brigadier Masisi said with the 

style of leadership of his younger 
brother President Masisi he knew 

very early on that Kgosi was not 
going to last long as the DISS 

Director General. He however 

vehemently denies contributing 
to the dismissal of Isaac Kgosi 

shortly after Masisi ascended the 
presidency. “The reason he thinks I am the 

one who was behind his dismissal 
is because he knows that I am an 

expert in the drill of disarming 
and containing a delinquent 

officer,” he revealed, adding that 
the firing of Kgosi was a welcome 

development.Brigadier Masisi was fielding 
questions from The Patriot on 

Sunday in a no-holds-barred 
interview during the week at 

his home in Gaborone where he 
immediately dismissed reports 

that that he is employed at the 
Office of the President as head of 

Security. He, however, does not 
deny advising his younger brother 

when the need arises, because 
‘blood is thicker than water’. 

BDP cracks widen

Balopi dismisses faction as ‘Sodom and Gomorrah’ as
• Party registered 134 Bulela Ditswe appeals • BDP Youth Congress postponed to 2020 

• Kgathi, Moipisi given a lifeline • Mabaila to know his fate next  week 

HARDTIMES: Botswana Democratic Party is marred by internal problems ahead of the 2019 General Elections. The party’s 

Secretary General, Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of any new faction within his party.                                                                                                                                       

Not 
working for OP – Brigadier Masisi•  He welcomes Kgosi’s dismissal•  Khama, Masisi can resolve 

their differences•  How he saved President 
Masisi’s life•  Caught in a ‘honey trap’ 

as rivals target him

Full Story on Page 5

Masisi 
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the general elections. Therefore after 

careful consideration we agreed that 

we are going to need more time to 
focus on the general elections alone,” 

said Balopi. Quizzed on the decision 

to extend the Simon Mavange 
led committee over a period that 

violates the BDP constitution, which 

stipulates that every two years there 
should be youth congress where 

a new committee will be elected, 
Balopi said it is normal for the 

congress to be postponed. He denied 

that the postponement is due to 
instability or growing factionalism 

that threatens to spill over the 
the youth and render the BDP 

ungovernable ahead of 2019 polls.
Bulela Ditswe appeals Balopi denied interference by the 

Central Committee led by President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi  in the outcomes 

of Bulela Ditswe appeals lodged by 
losers in the recent party primary 

elections. He said the appeals 
were handled by the Electoral 

Board together with the Appeals 
Committee appointed by Masisi 

with powers vested on him by the 
party’s constitution. Balopi also 

denied that the Central Committee 
has been delaying the release of 

the outcomes of the appeals saying 
the correct procedure had to be 

followed in a comprehensive manner 

by the relevant structures which 
are independent and free from the 

Central Committee. He said the 
party received 134 appeals lodged 

by councilors and MPs candidates 
in the primary elections.  He noted 

that 39 out of 110 which constitutes 
(36.6 %) of the Councilors appeals 

succeeded while only 2 out 24 (8.3 
%) of the MP appeals were also 

succesful. The two constituencies 
which will have election re –runs 

in the MP category are Bobonong 
and Kgalagadi North where some 

irregulaties were identified following 

investigations by both the Electoral 
Board and Appeals Committees as 

indicated in the report handed to 
the central committee this week. The 

re-runs in Bobonong and Kgalagadi 
North constituencies will give a life 

line and glimpse of hope to cabinet 
ministers Shaw Kgathi who is the 

Minister of Defense, Justice and 
Security and Itumeleng Moipisi who 

is currently the Assistant Minister 
of Water and Sanitation Services. 

Kgathi lost the elections against 
newcomer Francisco Kgoboko 

who garnered 5, 595 votes against 
Kgathi’s 1, 785 while Moipisi lost to 

the high rising Talitha Monnakgotla. 

Moipisi only managed 1, 696 votes 
against Monnakgotla’s 2, 139. “We 

experienced a lot of challenges 
through appeals in the primary 

elections. We will only have council 
and parliamentary primary election 

re-runs in constituencies and wards 

where appeals were succesful. The 
committees tasked with handling the 

appeals have done well, hence the 
go-ahead in those constituencies for 

election re-runs. The other appeals 
which were not successful were 

dismissed and our focus has now 
shifted to delivering credible and fair 

elections on the ordered re-runs,” 
said Balopi.  

Mabaila saga Balopi said  that the suspended 
Tshephang Mabaila has written to 

the party appealing against a recent 
decision to suspend him. He said 

Mabaila is still on suspension and 
will know his fate next week when 

the relevant structures will release 
the verdict on the issue.“I can confirm that Mabaila has 

put in an appeal over his recent 
suspension from the party. As of now 

let’s wait for the final outcome and 
see how things will go,” said Balopi.

DITIRO MOTLHABANE 
ditiro@thepatriot.co.bw Three weeks before Botswana 

Public Employees Union (BOPEU) 
hold elections for national office 

bearers, the president Masego 
Mogwera, is involved in a 

dirty scuffle with five regional 
chairpersons after she slapped them 

with suspension letters on Monday.  
On Friday lawyers representing 

the suspended chairpersons replied 
to Mogwera warning her that 

should she not wothdraw he letter 
by close of business they will file 

an urgent application in court on 
Tuesday (Novermber 20, 2018) to 

interdict the suspensions. Dismissing 

Mogwera, they notified her that 
she does not have the powers she 

claims to have invoked when she 
suspended them as she has been 

suspended by the national executive 
council herself. “You made a decision 

upon a matter in which you do not 
posses the power to decide. National 

Executive Council suspended you 

on allegations of unauthorised 
deductions. Your suspension has 

not been lifted, and accordingly you 
lack the capacity to suspend other 

members,” reads part of the response. 
The regional chairpersons also 

accuse Mogwera of claiming 
to have instituted disciplinary 

proceedings against them and later 
passing judgment (suspensions), 

thus behaving like a judge and 
a prosecutor in the same cause. 

Further, they accuse her of violating 
the laws of natural justice by 

failing to hear them out first before 
suspending them. Mogwera had suspended the 

five regional chairpersons of the 
union in what they have dismissed 

as a strategy to deflate or kill off 
competition ahead of the elective 

congress scheduled for Kasane 
starting December 09, 2018. The 

congress is expected to attract 500 
delegates. The five, who are among 

the only eligible national executive 
committee members to contest 

Mogwera suspends five regional chairpersons
-Olefile Monakwe, Tshepo Maribela  

-BOBS region chairpeson,  CAAB 
Chairperson  Tulo Mojasagagwe, 

Statistics Botswana Chairperson 
Modise Ramaretlwa and Tebogo 

Segadika – David Magang Region 
chairperson. Sources inside BOPEU have 

revealed that all the five suspended 
regional chairpersons have declared 

interest to contest NEC positions 
in Kasane. The National Executive 

Committee is made up of Regional 
chairpersons and National Office 

Bearers. National Office Bearers’ 
positions that will be contested at 

the Kasane elective congress are 
for President, two Vice President 

positions, deputy Secretary General 
and the Treasurer. The Secretary 

General is a full time position 
currently held by Topias Marenga. 

According BOPEU Constitution  
Article 25.1.2, to be eligible to hold 

office as a national office bearer, a 
member shall have served atleast one 

full term in the Regional Executive 

committee or any other national 
statutory structures of the union 

and  also have been a member of the 

union in good standing for a period 
of not less than four years. 

In the suspension letters delivered 

on Monday, whose contents are 
identical, Mogwera accuse the five of 

allegations of serious misconduct. “I 

am of the considered view that you 
have conducted yourself in a manner 

that is inconsistent with the spirit 
and dictate of BOPEU constitution. 

In the exercise of my powers you 
are hereby suspended pending a 

decision of by the national executive 

committee on the matter,” wrote 
Mogwera without giving details of 

the alleged offences. During the period of suspension 
the chairpersons have been ordered 

not to issue instructions to staff or 
hold them out as officials of BOPEU 

or its subsidiaries including a 
member of any of its boards or access 

any union offices without written 
authorisation from Mogwera. 

national office bearers’  positions 
currently held by Mogwera and 

four others, are Ogaufi Matilda 
Mathame 2nd Vice President, 

Regional Chairperson Remmogo 

Mogwera 
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions

To page 3
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
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This week members of the 
Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 
incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 
party’s primary elections. 

Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 
procedures. 

The Appeals Board has overturned 
a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 
recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 
primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 
follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 
the results are announced they must 
declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 
launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 
committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 
Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 
when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 
revealed.

Among ministers that were 
pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 
Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 
Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 
Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 
minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 
Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 
has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 
the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 
to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 
sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 
the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 
party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 
fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 
seemingly unhappy with the way his 
successor has been treating him. His 
loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 
he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 
General elections. They have a ready 
and waiting ally to conveniently work 
with to frustrate Masisi. 

Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 
Confidence against President Masisi. 

Information gathered by this 
publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 
Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 
motion against Masisi.

“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 
while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 
business people,” confided a source.

Boko is allegedly weaponised with 
classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 
and lethal than the previous one. 

Asked if he has been provided with 
information by Khama, Boko denied 
that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 
Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 
who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.

Former President Khama had 
revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 
regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 
Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.
To show that he is building his 

case, in response to SONA, Boko 
said they want a forensic audit on the 
National Petroleum Fund (NPF).

“The State was swindled no less 
than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 
of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 
recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 
Rapitsenyane’s question and account 
and atone,” he said.

During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 
dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 
Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 
Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 
brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 
hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 
and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 
said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw 

P resident Mokgweetsi 
Masisi is said to have 
resolved to take a tough 

stance and crack the whip in order 
to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 
after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 
on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 
expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 
with instability within the party 
especially among members of 
the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 
caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 
party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 
feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 
former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 
Masisi.

The recent revelation by 
President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 
smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 
that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 
government.

The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama 

Though in an interview with 
Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 
farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 
being economical with the truth.

On Friday, Khama was given 
the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 
and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 
that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 
Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 
evening.

This is said to have been the ‘the 
last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 
Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress 
One of the issues that is said 

to be pushing the political 
temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 
the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 
congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 
“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 
Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 
proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 
campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 
that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise

•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley
•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath
•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s 
difficult 
transitions
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw C oalition pangs and stuttering unity efforts are staring at Umbrella 

for Democratic Change (UDC) 
just a few days before some of 

the contracting partners go for 
decisive conferences which will be 

their first ones after the new UDC 
was launched in February this 

year.
Highly placed and intimate 

sources with party leadership have 
revealed that Botswana Congress 

Party (BCP), which is heading to 
Bobonong for their conference, 

might come back not a UDC 
member. BCP Publicity Secretary 

Dithapelo Keorapetse confirmed 
that BCP members are not happy 

at the snail pace of the process of 
finalising the new constitution 

document and filing it with the 
Registrar of Societies.He said the process of 

accommodating the BCP into 
the UDC has not been concluded 

and as a party they are not happy 
and feel frustrated with the slow 

pace of finalising the document. 
“Our members feel they are not 

full members of the UDC without 
the Constitution stating that fact. 

Let it be known that we are fully 
committed to the UDC; we’ve held 

by-elections with huge successes. 
We are of the view that that there 

is no other viable alternative other 
than the UDC; that we should 

be in in 2019 to defeat the ruling 
party,” he said.“If the new UDC constitution is 

not registered with the Registrar 
of Societies before our conference  

I don’t see the need for us to be 
still part of the UDC as technically 

and legally we are not members 
of the umbrella. We only have a 

Memorandum of Cooperation 
with them,” said one of the BCP 

leaders.
Although in the past the BCP 

was divided over their status 
within UDC, recent development 

especially the constituency 
allocations, which has strained 

relationship among the contracting 
partners, has united them and 

all believe it is time to leave the 
coalition. Keorapetse said BCP 

members have resolved that the 
party should join the UDC for 

the purpose of unseating the 
BDP and in the same resolution it 

stated unequivocally that the party 
shouldn’t be disbanded.

“The debate of leaving the UDC 
is a debate which hasn’t reached 

any structure of the BCP,” he said 
in response.Cracks within the UDC started 

to show ahead of the Boipuso Hall 
‘meeting’ as the leaders within 

the contradicting partners gave 
contradicting statements. BCP 

President Dumelang Saleshando 
and BNF Secretary General Moeti 

Mohwasa informed the media that 
it would be a decisive congress. 

The two leaders revealed that 
one of the issues to be address by 

the congress was to amend the 
constitution and give congress 

power to be the highest decision 
making body as the current 

UDC constitution places those 
powers on the National Executive 

Committee. On the other hand, BMD 
President Advocate Sidney Pilane 

and BNF President Advocate 
Duma Boko said that it was to be 

a consultative congress. Since the 
UDC relaunch, which followed the 

consultative congress at Boipuso 
Hall, the party leadership has not 

discussed some of the proposals 
from the delegates who called for 

other amendments in the new 
constitution.Among the thorny issues that 

were discussed was that of having 
two vice presidents which some 

especially within the BCP and 
Botswana National Front (BNF) 

felt it causes confusion and was not 
in consonant with the country’s 

constitution. The BCP and BNF 
delegates wanted BCP President 

Dumelang Saleshando to be 
appointed the running mate for 

Duma Boko in the 2019 General 
Elections but BMD opposed that; 

even dismissing the Boipuso 
conference as just a consultative 

meeting which had no power to 
make any decisions or resolutions. 

Another issue that does not sit 
well with BCP is the reluctance 

by their contracting partners to 
support their ongoing Electronic 

Voting Machines case against 
Government. Saleshando said he 

doesn’t know why their partners 
at UDC are not supporting them 

choosing to say that maybe is not 
their priority.This will not be the first time 

that BCP dumped the Umbrella 
as they did that in 2011 due to 

differences over constituency 
allocations and resulted in the 

party performing badly in the 2014 
General Elections.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he 2019 General Elections 

are increasingly promising 
to be an expensive exercise 

for politicians as well resourced 
candidates are already turning to 

consultants to craft powerful slogans, 

appealing personalities and stylish 
swag to win over an increasingly 

influential floating voters.  
It is all about the ‘Americanisation’ 

of political campaigns in  Botswana, 
a trend hitherto  seen in other 

countries as politicians recognize 
that high-priced consultants can fine-

tune their message and give them an 

edge at the ballot box. President of 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

Umbrella for Democratic Change 
(UDC) Advocate Duma Boko has 

stepped up the moneyed ladder after 

recently boasting that he will sponsor 

the July BNF conference to the tune 
of P2 million and the 2019 general 

elections with P10 million.  
True to his word, Boko has 

engaged a South African image 
company Status Reputation 

Management Consultancy which 
has stated that anything to do with 

UDC president, especially the media, 

must contact Karabo Molotsi, a 
senior Account Executive at Status 

RMC. Although Status RMC claims 
to have been engaged by UDC, the 

coalition Publicity Secretary Moeti 
Mohwasa exercised ignorance over 

the development referring this 
publication to Boko who is currently 

in Angola on Parliamentary business.
The move by Boko to engage 

reputation managers and image 
consultants is said to have been 

motivated by internal bickering 
within the two organisations 

he leads, which has dented 
the reputation not only of the 

organisations but also his and 
threaten to spiral out of control. 

The BNF and their partners 
Botswana Movement for Democracy 

(BMD) are currently fighting 
for the Lentsweletau/ Mmopane 

constituency, following another 
ugly fallout recently over Moshupa/ 

Manyana. Those internal disagreements led 
to BNF openly expressing shock to 

hear that their partners have already 

found Parliamentary candidates 
without consulting them. “The 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
would like to correct the picture that 

is being created that a resolution has 

been reached regarding the impasse 
over the allocation of Moshupa/ 

Manyana and Lentsweletau/ 
Mmopane constituencies as the 

reports coming from the recent 
BMD press conference seem to 

suggest. While it is not our position 
to publicly discuss matters that are 

a subject of discussion with our 
partners, in the interest of ensuring 

that the nation and our members are 

not confused and fed with wrong 
information, we are compelled to set 

the record straight,” reads a statement 

from BNF Secretary General Moeti 

BCP ready to walk out•  Unhappy with failure to adopt 
new Constitution•  Spokesperson insists that 

they are committed to UDC
•  Include us or we are out – 

BCP source  

Boko’s millions fix UDC image• Engages SA PR consultant for 2019

Mohwasa.Currently there is swelling call 
within the BNF that Boko has failed 

the party as he doesn’t cooperate 
with most members of the Central 

Committee, which has led to some 
demanding that he step down as the 

party president. At the UDC he is 
being accused of being controlled 

by BMD President Sydney Pilane. 
Since engaging Status RMC Boko 

has reduced engaging in social media 

fights with party members, but rather 

posts on issues of national interest or 

those affecting the party.In their statement Status RMC 
states that UDC will have a three-day 

conference to thrash out issues which 

underlie Botswana’s economic and 
socio-economic development, in line 

with what the people need. Boko is 
quoted in the statement saying: “My 

leadership and I are unyielding in our 

commitment that Botswana needs 
to be a global player on all fronts 

and not simply be seen as a diamond 

trader with a few nice lodges.  We 
will use this time at the conference 

to discuss how we can shape more 
effective and inclusive policy, so 

it allows for the improvement of 
the education and health systems; 

infrastructure development; growth 
of local manufacturing; more 

support of small businesses and the 
enticement of a larger contingent of 

international investors to actively 
participate in Botswana’s economy. 

Our discussions will also concentrate 

on youth development, to ensure 

Botswana becomes the beneficiary 
of their talent which we too often 

lose to other countries. Our youth 
must never feel the need to leave our 

borders for greener pastures. We 
need to create ample opportunities 

for them at home”. Interestingly the press release from 

Status RMC only mentions Boko and 

his right hand man MP for Selibe 
Phikwe West Dithapelo Keorapetse. 

It quotes Keorapetse, saying he 
concurs with Duma as follows: “We 

will be covering all the bases during 
the event with an eye to presenting 

real solutions to the problems facing 

our country today. This will be 
condensed, refined and included 

in our manifesto, which will be 
available to the voters early in 2019, 

if not sooner. Additionally, we will be 

scrutinising our skills resource pool 
to ensure we have the right people, in 

the right positions to efficiently and 
successfully contest the election, and 

thereafter deliver on our campaign 
promises. It is our contention that 

a successful government deploys 
competent individuals to accomplish 

its mandate. Unfortunately, 
the current government has 

institutionalised mediocrity. This 
has crippled their ability to deliver 

services to the public and weakened 
confidence in both local and 

international investors. We need 
to strive for exceptionalism and 

create a meritocracy where all our 
appointments are based on non-

negotiable competence.”

Boko 

Botswana Congress Party [BCP], president Dumelang Saleshando 

BTCL profit drops 8%

The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw | October 7, 2018

News  1

UDC to expel BMD?
G4S’ aggressive collections pay off

P12.00

www.thepatriot.co.bw

OCTOBER 07, 2018 | ISSUE 295

PAGE 
03

PAGE 
09

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw Y outhful Tshepang Mabaila, 

who up to Friday was Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP) 

parliamentary candidate for 2019 
general elections in Mogoditshane 

constituency, has dumped the ruling 

party to contest as independent 
candidate after he was slapped with a 

suspension of five years. Mabaila, who is former president 
Ian Khama’s blue eyed boy, has been 

serving a two months suspension 
after being suspended by the BDP’s 

disciplinary committee. He had been 

accused of committing offences against 

the rules and regulations and General 

Code of Conduct of the ruling party. 

He is alleged to have conspired and 
tried to persuade Minister of Health 

and Wellness Dr Alfred Madigele 
and Member of Parliament for Boteti 

East Sethomo Lelatisitswe to support 

a motion of no confidence against 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi, which 

was tabled before parliament by the 
Leader of Opposition, Duma Boko.

Addressing the media outside 
Tsholetsa House after the verdict, 

Mabaila said he was not happy with 
the decision as he was not given an 

opportunity to cross-examine key 
witnesses, among them Madigele and 

Lelatisitswe. “The truth will come out one day 
and you can see by the loss of Madigele 

in the primaries that he is being 
punished for not telling the truth,” he 

said. Mabaila denied that he is against 

Masisi, saying he supports him and 
remains hopeful that with the passage 

of time he will realise the real truth.
According to Mabaila, one of the 

reasons he was pushed out – through 

what he calls trumped up charges – was 

that some democrats advanced the 
propaganda that he was not from 

Mogoditshane and as such cannot 
contest in the area. “I am reliably informed that some 

party elders want Tumiso Rakgare to 

Mabaila dumps BDP
•  Tsholetsa suspends him for five years •  Rakgare to replace him in Mogoditshane?

STAFF WRITEReditors@thepatriot.co.bw 

S even lecturers at Botswana 
Police College in Otse got the shock 

of their life on Friday when Police 

Commissioner Keabetswe Makgophe 

suspended them with immediate effect over 

involvement in sexual relationships with 

some of their students. In the suspension letters, written and 

delivered on Friday, Makgophe wrote: “Be 

informed that it has been reported to this 

office that you are being investigated for an 

offence of Discreditable Conduct. 
This followed allegations that you are 

involved in an intimate relationship with 

trainees under your direction. 
Such investigation may result in 

you being charged criminally and/ or 

disciplinarily. In view of the seriousness of 

this matter, I have decided to suspend you 

from duty on full salary effective today 05 

October 2018 pending the outcome of the 

investigation against you”.“Consequent to the above, the Director 

Training is to confine you to the police 

camp or place of residence during such 

hours as s/he may decide. I do hope that you will cooperate with the 

investigating officers in order to facilitate 

the speedy completion of this matter,” said 

Makgophe to one Sergeant. 
Still reeling in shock, the suspended 

police officers met their lawyer in Gaborone 

on Friday afternoon to seek legal advice and 

map the way forward, immediately after 

receiving suspension letters. 
They are considering dragging the 

Commissioner to court over the matter 

convinced that there is no provision 
prohibiting them from having intimate 

relationships with police trainees who are 

full legal entities that can consent to sex. 

Their main contention is that there is no 

provision either in the statutes that govern 

police officers or their code of conduct 

that bars lecturers from having intimate 

relationships with trainees and that sex 

with their partners is and was consensual. 

According to the cops, who spoke on 

condition of anonymity, although the 

Police Act deals with discreditable conduct, 

intimate relationships with trainees are not 

part of the conduct, which the Act prohibits. 

“Even the Botswana Police College, which 

is a tertiary institution attended by adults 

recognized as such by law and qualified to 

engage in sexual relationships, does not 

have institutional rules which forbid sexual 

relationships between instructors and 

trainees,” a source at the college said. 
The lawyer consulted by the suspended 

officers declined to shed light on the matter, 

saying it is confidential and that he does not 

have instructions from his clients to share 

the information with the media. 

Sex claims land seven cops in hot soup

CRACKING THE WHIP: Makgophe

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw S enior government officials 

appearing before the Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) this week, for 

the first time since the construction of the 

controversial Mosu airstrip, admitted that it 

has been built using state funds for former 

President Ian Khama’s private use.  
Further, they conceded that the airstrip 

was built using Botswana Defence Force 

(BDF) personnel on private land belonging 

to Khama and will never revert to the state 

as the public has always been made to 

believe. 
Appearing before the PAC, Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) Commander 
Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo 

admitted that the airstrip was constructed 

by the army using army resources and 

funds. “Our understanding was that it was 

not being built on a private property,” he 

revealed, adding that they used their own 

machinery to construct it to cut costs.
Put to him by the PAC member Dithapelo 

Keorapetse that the construction of the 

airstrip has cost more than P6 million, 

General Segokgo said he did not have the 

figures. General Segokgo said they moved 

their machinery after Khama retired as the 

Head of State as per the protocol dictates.

He said BDF has constructed airstrips for 

former Presidents being founding President 

the late Sir Seretse Khama and second 

President Sir Ketumile Masire at their 

farms. Recently when appearing before 

PAC last week, Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Transport and Communications 

Kabelo Ebineng said they have stopped 

maintaining the airstrip because it was 

proving too costly. “That particular airstrip is the private 

property of the former president. He had a 

piece of land he acquired through Ngwato 

land board. Because of other privileges I 

can’t go into, a provision was made that the 

airstrip be constructed by Government. It 

was constructed by the BDF,” he revealed.

In the past when defending the 
construction of the airstrip, government 

maintained that the airstrip was a “strategic” 

facility registered with the Civil Aviation 

Authority of Botswana (CAAB) that will 

“continue to be managed by the BDF as part 

of its strategic support of the President” and 

be handed to the authority when Khama 

leaves office.Ebineng last week somersaulted and 

stated that they did not take over the 

airstrip as per the initial agreement because 

they have enough airfields within the 

area of their use as they are in reasonable 

Mosu lies exposed
• Govt dumps Khama’s P6 million airstrip • It cost state P250 000/month to maintain - PS • State funds, resources used by 

BDF to build Mosu airstrip • Our understanding was that it is not on private land but belonged to state – 

BDF Commander • Except for Mogae, Seretse Khama and Masire built private airstrips

proximity. “We couldn’t justify why we should be 

spending P250 000 annually and a lump 

sum of P 5 million every five years,” he 

revealed and admitting that they could not 

justify the construction and maintenance of 

the airstrip.

In September 2016 the then Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Transport and 

Communications Goitsemang Morekisi 

wrote to Civil Aviation Authorities 
Botswana (CAAB) instructing them 

to fence the Mosu airstrip with the 
understanding that after the completion of 

fencing it will be transferred to CAAB.
This never happened until President 

Khama retired from office in April this year. 

When answering a question in Parliament 

in 2013 the then Minister of Presidential 

Affairs and Public Administration 
Mokgweetsi Masisi who is currently the 

state President defended the construction 

of the Mosu airstrip. Masisi said President 

Khama intended to hand the airfield over 

for public use and that it was constructed by 

personnel and machinery of the Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) as an exercise and 

measure of utmost frugality.

To page 3

Mabaila 

Botswana Defence Force (BDF) Commander Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo

The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw | November 4, 2018

News  1

WesBank - a division of First National Bank of Botswana Ltd. 

An Authorised Financial Services and Registered Credit Provider.

www.facebook.com/FNBB
@FNB_Botswana

Terms and conditions apply.

Individual Finance Application

For more details:Email service@wesbank.co.bw
Call the Contact Centre on 3959881 or 

walk into the nearest FNB branch

#DreamClickOwn

Vehicle & AssetLoan Financing?Apply online now.Introducing the WesBank 
Individual Online application 
form.

Take the first steps to vehicle & asset 

finance. Begin your loan application with 

WesBank Individual Online Application 

and calculate your monthly repayment.1. Log onto the  www.fnbbotswana.co.bw

2. Click “For Me” tab3. Scroll down to “borrow” and click  

 “Vehicle & Asset Finance” tab
4. Click “apply now” tab5. Click “start application” tab

6. Enter your details and the details 

 of your vehicle / asset 7. Receive reference number 
 notification via email / sms

8. WesBank will contact you within 
 4 hours 

Elephants kill 13 people

P12.00

www.thepatriot.co.bw

NOVEMBER 4, 2018 | ISSUE 299

PAGE 
03

To page 4

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he recently suspended Botswana Democratic Party 

(BDP) parliamentary candidate for Mogoditshane, 
Tshepang Mabaila is facing 

another battle – this time 
around it is from the taxman 

who suspects that he has been 
evading tax.Highly placed sources have 

revealed that Botswana Unified 
Revenue Services (BURS) 

recently approached the Local 
Enterprise Authority (LEA) 

about their dealings with 
Mabaila, especially payments 

made to his security company, 
Emirates Securities.This was after LEA terminated their contract 

with Emirates Securities after 
it failed to fulfill some of the 

contractual obligations.“The security officers were 
not provided with uniform 

and other accessories needed 
for a security officer  and as 

stipulated in the contract 
every time he was asked to 

fulfill contractual obligations 
he will threaten to report 

the management to the then President Khama and 
Permanent Secretary to the 

President Carter Morupisi,” 
revealed the source.In an interview with this publication, Mabaila 

confirmed that indeed LEA has 
terminated the contract with 

him, but added that he is suing 
them for unlawful termination 

of the contract.“They started threatening 
me with termination of the 

contract last year and failed. 
They then pushed it to this 

year,” he said, denying that he 
used his closeness with former 

President Khama to threaten 
LEA officials.Regarding the issue of non-

compliance with the contract 
obligations, he vehemently 

denied that – insisting that all 

Taxman after Mabaila  •  BURS investigates him for tax evasion •  I have over P10 million worth of tenders with Govt – Mabaila •  ‘I am suing LEA’•  Denies that he won tenders due friendship with Khama  

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw B otswana Democratic 

Party (BDP) is allegedly 
rocked by secret meetings 

involving top party figures, some 
within the Central Committee in a 

plot to oust President Mokgweetsi 

Masisi, Party Chairman Slumber 
Tsogwane and Secretary General 

Mpho Balopi from their respective 
positions within the party.

Recently the party leadership was 
left shocked when former President 

Ian Khama announced that he 
never resigned as party president 

and that should those pursuing 

the case win he will reassume his 
position.

Khama told a local paper 
that before he stepped down he 

consulted Balopi about writing a 
resignation letter but he was told it 

was not necessary.According to highly placed 
sources the announcement by 

former President Khama is part of 
the grand plan to cast doubt on the 

leadership of both Masisi and his 
close associate Balopi within the 

party.

BDP faction turns heat on PresidentPlot tooust Masisi
• Factions holding secret night meetings  

• People are focused on party positions rather than the 2019 elections – Balopi 

• Kgalagadi South constituency strategic meeting cancelled 

• Guma was the guest speaker

Mabaila 

[PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

President Masisi and Vice President Tsogwane 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 5
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to form Botswana Movement for 
Democracy (BMD). Although this was a purely 

partisan matter, that had nothing 
to do with state presidency, Khama 

deafeated Motswaledi on the 
presidential immunity clause as he 

was head of state 24 hours a day. It 
was impossible to separate decisions 

he made in his personal capacity and 

those he made as head of state.    
Khama has stated that upon 

the retirement of Brigadier George Tlhalerwa he informed  Masisi and that he has identified Colonel Kgosi as a fitting candidate for the vacant position and submitted his curriculum vitae.Served with distinction
In motivating his reasons for the appointment of the former spy chief, Khama 

said Kgosi who is his close 
associate had served the 

government of Botswana with 
distinction in a career spanning 

over forty years. “That Col. Isaac Seabelo 
Kgosi had recently served in the 

eminent position of Director 
General of the DISS with 

distinction,” he said in his letter, 
adding that he was retired upon 

the assumption of office by President 

Masisi.
He said the retirement of Kgosi 

was not based on any fault, failure 
or impropriety as such could never 

amount to a disqualification from 
serving in any capacity for which he 

qualifies in the public service. In May 

this year, President Masisi shocked 
many when he fired Kgosi as 

Director General of DISS replacing 
him with Brigadier Peter Magosi 

who was retired by Khama 
as commander of Ground 

Forces at Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF).

Khama, who is very close to Kgosi, 

publicly expressed his shock and 
unhappiness; saying that the firing 

of his close ally was undignified.  

Through his lawyers, Khama states 
that Kgosi has served as his private 

secretary when he was the Vice 
President of Botswana. “The rapport and understanding 

that subsists between the claimant 
and Col Kgosi would enable the 

smooth filling of the vacant position 
with a person most eminently 
qualified and, most importantly, 
the claimant’s own choice and 
preference, as envisioned by the 
law, with regard to the nature 
of this position,” reads the 
statutory notice.Verbally declinedTo Khama’s dismay, President Masisi verbally 

advised him that his choice 
has been declined, which 
forced Khama to write a letter maintaining his choice and motivating his reasons for it. He maintained there was no valid, lawful and rational basis for rejection of his recommendation to appoint Kgosi as his private secretary. 

The 
relationship been 
Khama and Kgosi dates back to their time 

at the barracks where he 
served as Head of Intelligence and 

when he joined politics, he brought 
him along and appointed him his 

private secretary. Kgosi was sent for 
further studies in United States of 

America as way of preparing him to 
establish the DISS. 

Babereki deals damage 
Confianza
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he fallout between President Mokgweetsi Masisi 

and his predecessor former 
President Ian Khama degenerated 

on Friday when the latter served 
him with statutory notice, in the first 

litmus test to powers and authority 
of the incumbent.In the papers which were delivered 

to the Attorney General’s Chambers 
on Friday, Khama,  through his 

lawyers Toteng and Company, states 

that he is entitled to the services 
of a Private Secretary of his own 

choice and selection as the relevant 
law provides. Khama is demanding 

that President Masisi should accept 
former Director of Intelligence and 

Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his chosen Private Secretary. 
According to Khama, President 

Masisi told him that the reason he 
cannot appoint Kgosi is because he 

will retire in December 2018.Unreasonable, irrational 
“His Excellency, President Masisi’s 

decision to refuse the appointment 
is therefore, unreasonable, irrational 

and unlawful and liable to be 
reviewed and set aside, if challenged 

before the courts,” reads Khama’s 
notice.  Khama demands that  the 

decision to reject the appointment 
of Colonel Kgosi as his  Private 

Secretary be vacated and that he be 
duly appointed into the position with 

immediate effect, “or within such 
time as is reasonably and practicable, 

taking into account the grave 
inconvenience the claimant suffers 

from the failure to fill the vacancy.”
Khama has given Masisi 30 days 

to meet the demands from the date 
of service of the notice and if they 

are not met they will institute review 

proceedings and seek, inter alia, 
an order declaring that President 

Masisi’s decision is unreasonable, 
irrational and unlawful and be set 

aside.
Immunity 

It appears Khama does not see 
his intentions as an exercise in 

futility since President Masisi enjoys 

immunity from legal challenges 
for decisions he has taken while in 

the office of head of state as part of 
his work. Over the years Khama 

has benefited handsomely from 
presidential immunity provision 

with many cases against him falling 
by the way side on the same ground. 

One such case was when the late 
Gomolemo Motswaledi took Khama 

to court to challenge him for his 
decision to suspend him from 

the Botswana Democratic Party 
(BDP); the outcome of which forced 

Motswaledi to bolt out of the party 

Khama to Masisi …APPOINT KGOSI…OR! 
• Says Masisi is unreasonable, irrational and acted unlawfully   

• Gives Masisi 30 days to respond or else goes to court 

• Masisi’s grounds: Kgosi retires in December 2018
PHILLIMON MMESO 

phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw A recent announcement by 
Umbrella for Democratic 

Change (UDC) president 
Duma Boko that he will sponsor 

2019 campaigns with over P10 
million and subsequent speculation 

that he is a hired gun for some 
ruling party politicians has attracted 

the attention of Directorate 
on Corruption and Economic 

Crime (DCEC) and the Financial 
Intelligence Agency (FIA).

Graft busters are reportedly 
snooping around opposition 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
and its leader. Highly placed sources 

within the two organizations have 
confirmed that they are investigating 

possible money laundering involving 

the BNF and its leader Boko.  
“During  the BNF conference held 

in Rakops recently, most if not all 
service providers were paid cash 

which fuelled our suspicion,” a 
source revealed. Highly placed sources close to 

both Boko and former President Ian 

Khama have alleged  that the latter 
sponsored the BNF conference and 

the UDC 2019 campaign strategy 
with unclosed millions of pula. 

In interview with this publication 
recently Boko vehemently denied 

that they were funded by former 
President Khama and that he 

(Khama) funded the motion of 
no confidence against President 

Mokgweetsi Masisi which was tabled 

by Boko in Parliament.In an interview BNF Treasurer 
Noah Salakae revealed that indeed 

Boko informed them that he will 
fund the conference but the money 

was not deposited into the party’s 
account. “He informed us that the 

money was given to him personally 
and in his business account as such 

he was the one paying the bills,” he 
said.

One of the people who is alleged 
to have been paying the service 

providers during the conference is 
Boko’s close ally Elliot Moshoke. In a 

written response, Moshoke declined 
to comment on his involvement in 

the controversy surrounding funds 
disbursed at the Rakops conference. 

“As a disciplined member of the BNF 

I cannot engage with newspapers 
directly on matters about the party 

as I am not the spokesperson of the 
party. I respect all my leaders and 

all the procedures and processes of 
the BNF. If any leader has said such 

gross allegations, it would be very 
unfortunate,” he said The two met 

after the conference After the BNF conference, Boko 
is alleged to have driven to Mosu 

where he met former President 
Khama and former DISS Director 

General Isaac Kgosi. Efforts to get 
comment from advocate Boko were 

futile at the time of going to press 
while DCEC promised to respond to 

a questionnaire sent to them but has 

not done so by the time of going to 
print. 

DCEC, FIA investigate Boko
• Suspect possible money laundering at BNF conference

• Boko failed to keep his promises: No buses for delegates 

• Some NEC members want Boko to resign

• BNF on the brink of another split

Things fall apart at BNF 
Things are falling apart in the 

country’s leading opposition party, 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

the centre can no longer hold, and 
that is principally because the center 

is literally absent. Highly placed 
sources within the BNF National 

Executive Committee have revealed 
that the party especially leadership 

have lost trust in their President 
Duma Boko who also doubles up 

as president of the Umbrella for 
Democratic Change (UDC).

The August NEC which is 
expected to discuss the conference 

is expected to produce fireworks 
as there is suspicion by some BNF 

members that there is a plan to 
set aside resolution 7 which read 

thus; “Noting that after several and 
consistent requests BNF made to 

have a bilateral with BMD to address 

the representation issues, BMD has 
consistently not been responsive. 

We therefore resolve that 
there should be joint primary 

elections under the UDC in all the 
parliamentary and council seats 

allocated to the BMD in 2014, except 

where it holds incumbency. If this 
fails, then the BNF should assume 

the leadership of these constituencies 

and wards. The UDC would be the 
final arbiter if the above two do not 

succeed.”
The Boko camp commonly known 

as Fear fokol is said to be against the 
motion as they have a soft spot for 

BMD while a faction led by BNF vice 

president Rev. Dr Prince Dibeela 
prefer partnership with the Alliance 

for Progressives (AP) and want BMD 

expelled from the UDC. The group 
which is believed to prefer an alliance 

with the Ndaba Gaolathe led Alliance 

for Progressives is said to be ready 
to walk out should the resolution be 

set aside. “Our aim is to force Boko 
to resign if he cannot reign in Pilane.  

If he doesn’t we will force him to do 
so,  that’s why we convinced Noah 

Salakae to withdraw his resignation 
because we need numbers at the 

NEC meeting,” confided a source.
Ahead of the BNF National 

Conference in Rakops, Boko 
promised that he will personally fund 

the conference with P2 million which 

will mostly cater for buses, meals 
and other logistics. The buses were 

expected to be branded with BNF 
color but this came only a dream as 

only five buses were sourced.
In an interview BNF Publicity 

Secretary Justin Hunyepa confirmed 

that they could not source the buses 
because regions brought the names 

very late. “We know where those 
allegations come from but President 

Boko explained to the delegates that 
he has desired to hire buses for them 

but due to failure to submit names 
on time this did not happen,” he said, 

adding that people must understand 

that it was during public holidays 
where buses were on high demand.

Hunyepa hailed the conference 
saying it was one of the best 

organized as they even put 
WIFI in the main tent to ease 

communication. “Those who are 
peddling those rumors we know 

their agenda and won’t entertain 
them,” he said. He said most of 

people who are peddling the rumors 

are those who expressed aversion on 

the membership of BMD within the 
UDC and calling for coalition with 

Alliance for Progressives (AP).
Those who are against Boko have 

said that his absent leadership has 
created a vaccuum and left the party 

without cohesion and direction. They 

accuse him of running a party with 
his friends and leaving NEC outside, 

“The P2 million that he talked about 

was not given to the party treasurer 
but the money was held by his close 

friends,” another source alleged. 

HAPPIER TIMES: Masisi and Khama 
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Boko
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions
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W ith growing internal 
bickering, which threatens to destabilise 

the ruling Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) ahead of the 2019 

general elections, Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of 

a new faction in the ruling party 
calling itself New Jerusalem. 

In an attempt deflect the question 
on the factions within BDP, Balopi 

said, as a Christian man he knows 
Jerusalem to be a peaceful and holy 

place, and therefore “people who 
call themselves Jerusalem should 

either disband or find another name 

because they don’t stand for peace 
and harmony in the BDP. Sodom 

& Gomorrah would be apt,” he 
lashed out. Sodom and Gomorrah 

have been used historically and 
today as metaphors for vice and 

homosexuality. According to 
Wikipedia, in Abrahamic religions, 

Sodom and Gomorrah have become 

synonymous with impenitent sin, 
and their fall with a proverbial 

manifestation of divine retribution. 
Sodom and Gomorrah were cities 

mentioned in the Book of Genesis 
and throughout the Hebrew Bible, 

the New Testament. According to the Torah, the 
kingdoms of Sodom and Gomorrah 

were allied with the cities of Admah, 

Zeboim, and Bela. Divine judgment 
by God was passed upon Sodom 

and Gomorrah and two neighboring 

cities, which were completely 
consumed by fire and brimstone. 

On Thursday afternoon Balopi was 
at pains trying to explain and justify 

the decison by the BDP central 
committee to postpone to 2020, the 

youth congress that was due in 2019 
where a new leadership was to be 

elected. 
He claimed that the current Youth 

Wing leadership had proposed the 
postponement, which was then 

accepted by the Central Committee 
after considering compelling reasons 

advanced by the youth. “Next year 
(2019) we will have a very busy 

schedule for the party preparing for 

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he expression on Brigadier Thulaganyo Masisi’s face changes 

to a more serious look, as he 
adjusts his posture to sit up 

straight when reminded that the 
former Director General of the 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) accused 

him of being bitter because he 
refused to employ him. “I could 

never work under Kgosi, ever! It 
is a total lie because he does not 

have good management skills,” he 
says, face contorted.Brigadier Masisi said with the 

style of leadership of his younger 
brother President Masisi he knew 

very early on that Kgosi was not 
going to last long as the DISS 

Director General. He however 

vehemently denies contributing 
to the dismissal of Isaac Kgosi 

shortly after Masisi ascended the 
presidency. “The reason he thinks I am the 

one who was behind his dismissal 
is because he knows that I am an 

expert in the drill of disarming 
and containing a delinquent 

officer,” he revealed, adding that 
the firing of Kgosi was a welcome 

development.Brigadier Masisi was fielding 
questions from The Patriot on 

Sunday in a no-holds-barred 
interview during the week at 

his home in Gaborone where he 
immediately dismissed reports 

that that he is employed at the 
Office of the President as head of 

Security. He, however, does not 
deny advising his younger brother 

when the need arises, because 
‘blood is thicker than water’. 

BDP cracks widen

Balopi dismisses faction as ‘Sodom and Gomorrah’ as
• Party registered 134 Bulela Ditswe appeals • BDP Youth Congress postponed to 2020 

• Kgathi, Moipisi given a lifeline • Mabaila to know his fate next  week 

HARDTIMES: Botswana Democratic Party is marred by internal problems ahead of the 2019 General Elections. The party’s 

Secretary General, Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of any new faction within his party.                                                                                                                                       

Not 
working for OP – Brigadier Masisi•  He welcomes Kgosi’s dismissal•  Khama, Masisi can resolve 

their differences•  How he saved President 
Masisi’s life•  Caught in a ‘honey trap’ 

as rivals target him

Full Story on Page 5
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the general elections. Therefore after 

careful consideration we agreed that 

we are going to need more time to 
focus on the general elections alone,” 

said Balopi. Quizzed on the decision 

to extend the Simon Mavange 
led committee over a period that 

violates the BDP constitution, which 

stipulates that every two years there 
should be youth congress where 

a new committee will be elected, 
Balopi said it is normal for the 

congress to be postponed. He denied 

that the postponement is due to 
instability or growing factionalism 

that threatens to spill over the 
the youth and render the BDP 

ungovernable ahead of 2019 polls.
Bulela Ditswe appeals Balopi denied interference by the 

Central Committee led by President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi  in the outcomes 

of Bulela Ditswe appeals lodged by 
losers in the recent party primary 

elections. He said the appeals 
were handled by the Electoral 

Board together with the Appeals 
Committee appointed by Masisi 

with powers vested on him by the 
party’s constitution. Balopi also 

denied that the Central Committee 
has been delaying the release of 

the outcomes of the appeals saying 
the correct procedure had to be 

followed in a comprehensive manner 

by the relevant structures which 
are independent and free from the 

Central Committee. He said the 
party received 134 appeals lodged 

by councilors and MPs candidates 
in the primary elections.  He noted 

that 39 out of 110 which constitutes 
(36.6 %) of the Councilors appeals 

succeeded while only 2 out 24 (8.3 
%) of the MP appeals were also 

succesful. The two constituencies 
which will have election re –runs 

in the MP category are Bobonong 
and Kgalagadi North where some 

irregulaties were identified following 

investigations by both the Electoral 
Board and Appeals Committees as 

indicated in the report handed to 
the central committee this week. The 

re-runs in Bobonong and Kgalagadi 
North constituencies will give a life 

line and glimpse of hope to cabinet 
ministers Shaw Kgathi who is the 

Minister of Defense, Justice and 
Security and Itumeleng Moipisi who 

is currently the Assistant Minister 
of Water and Sanitation Services. 

Kgathi lost the elections against 
newcomer Francisco Kgoboko 

who garnered 5, 595 votes against 
Kgathi’s 1, 785 while Moipisi lost to 

the high rising Talitha Monnakgotla. 

Moipisi only managed 1, 696 votes 
against Monnakgotla’s 2, 139. “We 

experienced a lot of challenges 
through appeals in the primary 

elections. We will only have council 
and parliamentary primary election 

re-runs in constituencies and wards 

where appeals were succesful. The 
committees tasked with handling the 

appeals have done well, hence the 
go-ahead in those constituencies for 

election re-runs. The other appeals 
which were not successful were 

dismissed and our focus has now 
shifted to delivering credible and fair 

elections on the ordered re-runs,” 
said Balopi.  

Mabaila saga Balopi said  that the suspended 
Tshephang Mabaila has written to 

the party appealing against a recent 
decision to suspend him. He said 

Mabaila is still on suspension and 
will know his fate next week when 

the relevant structures will release 
the verdict on the issue.“I can confirm that Mabaila has 

put in an appeal over his recent 
suspension from the party. As of now 

let’s wait for the final outcome and 
see how things will go,” said Balopi.

DITIRO MOTLHABANE 
ditiro@thepatriot.co.bw Three weeks before Botswana 

Public Employees Union (BOPEU) 
hold elections for national office 

bearers, the president Masego 
Mogwera, is involved in a 

dirty scuffle with five regional 
chairpersons after she slapped them 

with suspension letters on Monday.  
On Friday lawyers representing 

the suspended chairpersons replied 
to Mogwera warning her that 

should she not wothdraw he letter 
by close of business they will file 

an urgent application in court on 
Tuesday (Novermber 20, 2018) to 

interdict the suspensions. Dismissing 

Mogwera, they notified her that 
she does not have the powers she 

claims to have invoked when she 
suspended them as she has been 

suspended by the national executive 
council herself. “You made a decision 

upon a matter in which you do not 
posses the power to decide. National 

Executive Council suspended you 

on allegations of unauthorised 
deductions. Your suspension has 

not been lifted, and accordingly you 
lack the capacity to suspend other 

members,” reads part of the response. 
The regional chairpersons also 

accuse Mogwera of claiming 
to have instituted disciplinary 

proceedings against them and later 
passing judgment (suspensions), 

thus behaving like a judge and 
a prosecutor in the same cause. 

Further, they accuse her of violating 
the laws of natural justice by 

failing to hear them out first before 
suspending them. Mogwera had suspended the 

five regional chairpersons of the 
union in what they have dismissed 

as a strategy to deflate or kill off 
competition ahead of the elective 

congress scheduled for Kasane 
starting December 09, 2018. The 

congress is expected to attract 500 
delegates. The five, who are among 

the only eligible national executive 
committee members to contest 

Mogwera suspends five regional chairpersons
-Olefile Monakwe, Tshepo Maribela  

-BOBS region chairpeson,  CAAB 
Chairperson  Tulo Mojasagagwe, 

Statistics Botswana Chairperson 
Modise Ramaretlwa and Tebogo 

Segadika – David Magang Region 
chairperson. Sources inside BOPEU have 

revealed that all the five suspended 
regional chairpersons have declared 

interest to contest NEC positions 
in Kasane. The National Executive 

Committee is made up of Regional 
chairpersons and National Office 

Bearers. National Office Bearers’ 
positions that will be contested at 

the Kasane elective congress are 
for President, two Vice President 

positions, deputy Secretary General 
and the Treasurer. The Secretary 

General is a full time position 
currently held by Topias Marenga. 

According BOPEU Constitution  
Article 25.1.2, to be eligible to hold 

office as a national office bearer, a 
member shall have served atleast one 

full term in the Regional Executive 

committee or any other national 
statutory structures of the union 

and  also have been a member of the 

union in good standing for a period 
of not less than four years. 

In the suspension letters delivered 

on Monday, whose contents are 
identical, Mogwera accuse the five of 

allegations of serious misconduct. “I 

am of the considered view that you 
have conducted yourself in a manner 

that is inconsistent with the spirit 
and dictate of BOPEU constitution. 

In the exercise of my powers you 
are hereby suspended pending a 

decision of by the national executive 

committee on the matter,” wrote 
Mogwera without giving details of 

the alleged offences. During the period of suspension 
the chairpersons have been ordered 

not to issue instructions to staff or 
hold them out as officials of BOPEU 

or its subsidiaries including a 
member of any of its boards or access 

any union offices without written 
authorisation from Mogwera. 

national office bearers’  positions 
currently held by Mogwera and 

four others, are Ogaufi Matilda 
Mathame 2nd Vice President, 

Regional Chairperson Remmogo 

Mogwera 
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I t is a very humbling 
experience to read that 
Botswana is counted amongst 

the very few countries that have 
responded remarkably well to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It is 
indeed deeply pleasurable to every 
citizen and resident of Botswana 
to witness a nation in subdued 
peace and a nation learning to live 
in real hope at this challenging 
time of a world held hostage by a 
ravenous but invisible enemy.

B-FAR wishes to express its 
sincere gratitude to everyone in 
relation to the response to COVID-
19; to the leadership under the 
direct command of our President 
His Excellency MEK Masisi; to the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness as 
it champions a plan of resistance 
like has never been seen before; to 
the COVID-19 Response Team in 
all its formations; to the frontline 
workers, our men and women who 
literally went to war in our defence; 
and to the law-abiding citizens and 
residents of Botswana who outdid 
themselves in the obedience of 
COVID-19 precautionary rules and 
regulations. 

There is a lot that can be said 
but we note the high level of 
compliance to the lockdown, the 
daily sights of strict adherence to 
precautionary rules, the unexpected 
emergence of innovation that 
erupted within our research 
institutions as they developed 

creative response measures, the 
awakening of the self-reliance spirit 
amongst Batswana as they dressed 
everyone up in home-made masks 
almost overnight at the end of the 
first lockdown, and the continued 
business of Government in 
attendance of pressing national 
needs alongside and whilst 
maintaining ‘eyes on the ball’ with 
regard to COVID-19.

The COVID-19 outbreak has 
unleashed a monumental threat to 
both human life and livelihoods 
and the world has grappled with 
a delicate balancing act where 
flattening the virus’s medical curve, 
steepens its economic curve. Any 
loss of life is one too many, but the 
country’s COVID-19 mortality rate 
in the face of an imminent health 
crisis speaks volumes of the efficacy 
and adherence to the containment 
measures put in place. Beyond the 
spread of the disease, the COVID-
19 pandemic has wreaked havoc to 
the global economy and caused the 
largest global recession in history. 
Botswana has not been spared 
the economic meltdown and we 
commend Governments efforts to 
minimize the social and economic 
fallout with a recovery plan aligned 
to international best practise of 
“Build, Back Better.”   

B-FAR is thankful for the recent 
release of the revised Reservation 
Policy and wish to thank the 
leadership for the new CEDA 
Guidelines and the repeated 

commitment by Government 
to table the Citizen Economic 
Empowerment (CEE) Law in 
the upcoming Winter Session 
of Parliament. Already evidence 
on the ground reflects renewed 
enthusiasm and optimism about 
the Economic Recovery and 
Transformation Plan which 
seeks to address the low citizen 
participation in the economic 
development of the country, spur 
private enterprise that diversifies 
the economy away from diamond 
mining and contribute towards 
the country’s transformation 
to a digital economy with job 
creation opportunities. We 
applaud Government for these 
interventions and the renewed 
hope for citizen enterprise 
development and economic 
empowerment in the drive to, 
‘build back better’ a more inclusive 
and resilient economy.  

In commending the progressive 
economic recovery plan, we remain 
optimistic that Government 
will take a bold leap towards the 
definition of the ‘indigenous 
citizen’ and to incorporate 
special provisions within the CEE 
programme for the indigenous 
citizen. As we navigate this era 
that is unprecedented in living 
memory and look ahead to 
post-pandemic living with the 
virus and its ever present dangers, 
we should never forget that this 
‘new normal’ can also be pivotal 

to our lives if we recognise that 
a dark cloud can have a silver 
lining. The COVID-19 pandemic 
presents an opportunity to chart 
new beginnings and create a better 
life for all. It offers us the chance 
to redefine and reinvent ourselves 
in a way that is unashamedly pro-
citizen. Botswana needs a better 
life for its citizens; an improved 
sense of national and self-pride; 
a deeper sense of unity, collective 
accountability and shared destiny; 
heightened self-reliance; complete 
inclusivity and participatory 
growth fostered and championed 
by a government that truly and 
jealously cares for the citizen and 
prioritizes the citizen. We urge 
Batswana to make the best of this 
opportunity without looking back.

In conclusion, we cannot 
overlook the many efforts by 
Batswana citizens to mobilise 
positive group action. A number of 
economic measures have recently 
been proposed, from circulating 
the Pula amongst indigenous 
communities to the establishment 
of a domestic bank. This is the 
spirit by which great nations 
are built and we encourage such 
thoughts and plans unreservedly 
and caution against mere talk and 
lack of action. 

Continue to observe COVID-19 
precautions to the letter and stay 
safe. 

B-FAR 

Collective Effort Against COVID-19 applauded 

PHENYO SEGOKGO 

Immediately after forming 
the BMD in 2010, I picked 
that there were some 

Bakaulengwe who were not in 
the Movement for the collective 
sacrifice and interest of our 
struggle but their own personal 
and selfish interest. I oftenly 
shared this with fellow MK’s and 
within a short period their true 
colours were perceptible for the 
public to see.

They were simply using the 
Movement to threaten the 
BDP and in return bargain for 
positions when they retrace their 
steps back to domkrag. Some did 
not defect with us but just used 
the Movement to negotiate for 
positions. We know a couple of 
them who are in Cabinet some 
were in the previous Cabinet. This 
is what Moswaane is trying to 
play and the BDP have experience 
in the game that’s why they are 
ignoring him. He will be left in 
the cold. I read a story 2weeks 

back that the BPF is expecting 10 
members of parliament and a week 
back the story changed and we are 
told they pitchpoled and stayed at 
the BDP. My simple advice to Rre 
Butale is move on comrade, they 
are simply using BPF to bargain 
for Cabinet positions wena tswella 
le your recruitment drive and 
forget about them. One thing I 
picked about President Masisi 
is that he reads Machiavellian 
methods,mastered and implements 
them with precision,he’s Janus-
faced and he’ll deal with them in 
a swift way they’ll be thrown into 
political oblivion. Le botse Kgosi-
Kgolo Khama o tla le ribamela 
mo... They have only 2 choices; 
to join the opposition ranks or 
risk being dislodged at primary 
elections. 

Hon.Moswaane must make his 
decision now and stop chastising 
the Authorities to buy public 
sympathy. Batswana are now smart 
and political shrewd you cannot 
fool them anymore. The 2019 
campaign scam was the last one 

Moswaane must stop preying on voters’ emotions 

BONELA Calls for Holistic 
Constitutional Review
1 . Botswana has for many 

years been lauded as the 
regional leader in peace, 

democracy and economic 
stability. Since independence, the 
country has positioned itself as 
a player in international affairs 
as demonstrated by the signing, 
ratifying and domesticating 
international and regional 
treaties such as the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR,1966), Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW, 1996), Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC, 
1995), African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child 
(ACRWC) to name a few.

2.   That notwithstanding, the 
county’s Constitution has come 
under scrutiny and found to be 
archaic and lacking in its ability to 
holistically promote and protect 
human rights. BONELA has 

therefore consistently made calls 
for Constitutional review with a 
view to include socio-economic 
rights. This has become even 
more pressing in the era of 
COVID-19 given the many lessons 
government and civil society actors 
are learning as they reconcile 
public health concerns with 
Human Rights.

3.   While BONELA recognizes 
and respects Honorable Minister 
of Presidential Affairs and Public 
Administration, Mr. Kabo 
Morwaeng’s right to table a 
Constitutional Amendment Bill; 
it is however desirable that a more 
holistic approach in the form of a 
Constitutional review be pursued.

4.   The BDP promised the 
electorate that once in power, they 
would prioritise a review of the 
Constitution.

“Since independence, the 
Constitution of Botswana has 
undergone very little review. 

The BDP therefore commits to 
a comprehensive review of the 
Botswana constitution with an 
aim to aligning it to international 
standards. As a republic, we need 
a constitution that guarantees all 
citizens equality before the law. 
All discriminatory provisions will 
be removed in favour of more 
inclusive provisions.”

The public therefore has a 
legitimate expectation for the BDP 
to deliver on its promise.

5.   BONELA therefore urge 
Parliament reject this Bill and 
rather call for a holistic review of 
the Constitution.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT BONELA ON: 
GABORONE : TELL | +267 
3932516   FAX | +2673932517

FRANCISTOWN : +267 
75958431 | BOTETI : +267 
74037791  | PALAPYE:  74001186  
| MAUN: 74224607

TUTUME: 77114176

no politician will ever fool them 
again infact they are now ready 
to stone anyone who promise 
them lies. They read news,they do 
comparative political analysis,they 
research about economic 
arithmetics and they have all the 
time to do that we can’t fool them 
anymore.

Hon. Moswaane, an unemployed 
young man in Monarch voted for 
you to advocate for his rights in 
parliament,he understood you very 
well that you have unlimited access 
to the President and you can pass 
his grievances anytime..jaanong 
ga go lela wena ware ene areng. A 
teacher in Gerald is waiting for you 
to tell him about his impending 
promised 6% not a hoax petition 
you did to bargain for Cabinet 
position. A hawker in Somerset 
want answers on the promised 
unlicensed business operation 
that the President announced yet 
council authorities demolish her 
mokhukhu wa airtime everyday. 
You castigate the same system that 
you vote in parley by passing laws 
and motions..no comrade stop 
taking people of Ftown West for 
granted..it’s either you ditch the 
party and join opposition ranks 
and advocate for their welfare 
freely than ranting yet you in the 
same system and you vote for the 
same system every parliamentary 
sitting...take a clear stand.

It’s high time we politicians take 
our people with the seriousness 
they deserve....one day people 
will storm our offices to demand 
answers or even our homes...we are 
now leading an intelligent,angry 
and hungry society ba tsile gore 
betsa...tsaya tshwetso Honourable 
Moswaane...

Moswaane

B-FAR Chairman, Roy Ontiretse
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B lue chip giant diamond 
dealing company, De Beers 
Group’s rough diamonds 

sales declined significantly to $1 
billion in 2020 as compared to $2.3 
billion recorded in June 30, 2019 
period.

The Group revealed during 
announcement of its 2020 Interim 
financial results on Thursday that its 
total revenue shrank by 54% to $1.2 
billion (30 June 2019: $2.6 billion).

Rough diamond sales volumes 

decreased by 45% to 8.5 million 
carats (30 June 2019: 15.5 million 
carats) due to the significant impact 
of Covid-19 on the global diamond 
industry.

De Beers Executive Vice President 
Diamond Trading-Paul Rowley said 
the decline in business is attributable 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
outbreak of Covid-19, he said, led 
to immense decline in diamonds 
demand in key markets.

“Rough diamond sales have 
also been materially affected by 
lockdowns and travel restrictions 
especially in Southern Africa region, 

delaying the shipping of rough 
diamonds into cutting and trading 
centres and preventing buyers from 
attending the sales events,” Rowley 
underscored. Meanwhile, the Group 
says China market has seen strong 
diamond jewellery sales post-
lockdown, with sales for May and 
June respectively above those for the 
comparable periods of last year.

“Underlying EBITDA decreased 
to $2 million (30 June 2019: $518 
million) owing to the impact of the 
considerably lower sales volumes 
and the lower rough price index 
reducing margins in both the 

mining and the trading businesses. 
Unit costs were flat compared 
with the first half of 2019 due 
to cost-saving measures and the 
favourable exchange rates,” the 
group announced. In Botswana, 
production was 36% lower at 7.5 
million carats as compared to 11.7 
million carats mined on 30 June 
2019, with the fall driven by a 
lengthy nationwide lockdown from 
2 April to 18 May. Botswana mining 
operations also suffered a blow as 
the production levels at Jwaneng 
mine fell by 34% to 4.3 million 
carats as compared to 6.6 million 

carats mined in June 30 2019 due to 
a shutdown. Production at Orapa 
fell by 39% to 3.1 million carats (30 
June 2019: 5.1 million carats) due 
to the lockdown impact, including 
contests related to commissioning of 
new plant infrastructure.

De Beers says the Botswana 
mining operations restarted 
from mid-May, with production 
targeted at levels to meet the lower 
demand. According to Rowley, 
the Group focuses on keeping 
its business resident despite the 
challenges, noting that this would be 
underpinned by its long existence in 

the game spanning 134 years.
“We are confident that that we 

will recover from the devastating 
impact brought by Covid-19. 
Mainland China market has shown 
signs of a strong recovery as stores 
have returned to normal operating 
hours. We also put in place other 
alternative diamonds viewing sites,” 
Rowley added.

The current market outlook, 
however, according to the Group 
is highly uncertain owing to the 
possibility of a second wave of 
Covid-19 infections, with most 
countries still highly affected. 

De Beers upbeat despite Covid-19  
•	 Group	rough	diamond	sales	fall	big •	 Total	revenue	decreased	by	54	percent •	 Botswana	mining	operations	resume

•	 China	jewellery	sales	rebound	

D iamond mining giant De 
Beers is likely to have to cut 
jobs, its chief executive said 

on Thursday, as it outlined plans for 
an overhaul of its business after the 
coronavirus hit jewellery demand.

De Beers, a unit of Anglo 
American, earlier reported plunging 
earnings in the first half of 2020 as 
a drop in rough diamond sales and 
prices hurt margins. Underlying 
earnings before interest, tax, 
depreciation and amortization 
(EBITDA) were just $2 million in 
the period, down from $518 million 
in the first half of last year.

De Beers CEO Bruce Cleaver told 
Reuters official consultations with 
workers will begin on Aug. 11. He 
said the business overhaul “is likely 
to lead to some job losses, but I 
can’t tell you at this point what that 
number will be”. 

Cleaver said the process would 
last for three months and involve 
a review of mining, rough sales, 
retail and the corporate centre, but 
exclude joint venture businesses in 
Botswana and Namibia which have 
different governance structures.

De Beers employs 20,000 people 
across its entire business. The 
country’s coronavirus state of 
emergency, which ends in October, 
prohibits businesses from laying off 
workers. 

Asked whether De Beers was 
planning job cuts in Botswana, 
executive vice president for 
diamond trading Paul Rowley said 
that as the transformation plan was 
a work in progress, he couldn’t take 
anything off the table.

South Africa’s National Union of 
Mineworkers did not immediately 
reply to a request for comment 
on possible job cuts by De Beers. 
Maintaining that the long-term 
outlook is positive, however, 
the miner said its business 
transformation plan aims to boost 
margins by, among other things, 
modernising the way it sells 
diamonds. [REUTERS]

De 
Beers 
likely to 
cut jobs 

BAKANG TIRO
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H ome grown local 
diversified wholesale and 
retail Sefalana Group 

overcame a difficult opening quarter 
of 2020 to record growth for the 
year ending 30 April 30, 2020.

Sefalana’s revenues increased by 
10% whilst its Profit Before Tax 
remained flat at P259 million.

Revenue reached P5.8 billion 
as compared to the P5.3 billion 
recorded in the prior fiscal year.

Additionally, Sefalana Group’s 
gross profit went up by 14% year-
on-year reaching P387 million.

The Group’s Managing Director 
Chandra Chauhan while presenting 
the Group financial results on 
Thursday said the first half of the 
year has been not easy for the 
Group’s business operations.

He regretted that the Covid-19 
pandemic had a negative impact 
on the business as the restricted 
movement due to lockdown 
reduced consumer buying power as 
they could not access shops. 

“The Covid-19 pandemic 

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

Chief Executive Officer of 
Botswana Investment and 
Trade Centre (BITC), 

Kelotsitse Olebile, has said 
Botswana has the potential to lure 
flagship financial services investors 
to setup locally.

Olebile said that BITC is keen to 
project Botswana’s International 
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) 
Framework positively in a bid to 
position Botswana as a financial 
hub. He made the remarks during 
media engagement on Botswana 
IFSC framework on Tuesday.

According to him, Botswana has 
an ideal IFSC framework meant to 
position the country as a regional 
gateway for financial and capital 
flows into SADC and the rest of 
Africa.

“Botswana’s immediate 
competition is Mauritius, a highly 
aggressive and competitive IFSC 
regime within the sub-continent. 
IFSC is good mechanism to 
attract the foreign investment 
and generating tax revenue for 
Botswana that can spur local 

Sefalana	revenue	10%	up
•	 P5.8	billion	revenue	recorded	amidst	sluggish	economy	growth
•	 Higher	Forex	volatility,	Covid-19	severely	impact	operations
•	 Botswana	business	showing	signs	of	recovery	–		MD	Chauhan

impacted the business activity. 
Government focused more on 
fighting the pandemic hence this 
led to lack of award of tenders that 
we expected to come in from the 
government. Nonetheless, the food 
basket response scheme bolstered 

the business,” he added.
To reduce more reliance on the 

government tenders, the Group has 
turned to focus on the private sector 
for varied income, adding that they 
continue to evaluate new alternative 
markets too.

High foreign exchange volatility, 
especially realised on the South 
African income – according to 
the Chauhan – led to a significant 
decline on the foreign exchange due 
to high Rand depreciation.

The South African Rand, he 
said, depreciated by 10% against 
Botswana Pula in the period under 
review. However, he said the returns 
from the Botswana business are 
showing great signs of recovery, 
adding that the Namibian and 
Lesotho markets are still enduring a 
lot of stress at the moment.

During the period under review, 
the Botswana Stock Exchange 
(BSE) listed goods and services 
conglomerate noted positive signs 
of recovery in the Botswana market 
environment.

“The second half of the year was 
not so positive. But Group has done 
well to mitigate against the Covid-
19 ravaging effects by putting in a 
number of macro level responses 
such as maximising yields from 
our Botswana business where we 
see  better signals of growth,” said 
Chauhan.

Group Finance Director 
Mohammed Osman said 2020 has 
been difficult for the Group but 
said they managed to post the best 
results ever in their 46-year-old 
history following well from the 2019 
good performance.

BITC woos financial investors
•	 Taps	into	IFSC	for	investor	attraction
•	 	IFSC	can	benefit	commercial	banks
•	 	It	generated	P631m	in	FDI	in	March,	2020

IFSC vital
Credit Manager at BancABC, 

Pako Moshaga said in the wake of 
COVID 19, FDI flows have been 
in flight mode as the investment 
landscape changed globally due to 
restriction in movements.

He observed that Botswana, like 
many other countries, has taken 
multiple economic blows.

“The reduced economic activity 
has meant lower tax revenue, 
reduction in activity in lucrative 
sectors such as tourism, disruption 
to the very key diamond sector and 
a major shake up the import/export 
process that is fundamental to 
trade in a land locked country like 
Botswana,” he said.

Moshaga said looking at the 
banking industry, one of the 
ongoing IFSC reforms is to develop 
legislation and regulations to 
support bank’s holding companies 
given that the major local banks are 
part of a Group.

“Such specific assistance is sure 
to benefit the banking sector. 
That benefit would likely trickle 
down to the rest of the economy 
as commercial banks are major 
finances in the local landscape. It is 
worth noting that part of the reason 
why several foreign banks have set 
up in Botswana is due to the stable 
economic environment,” he said, 
adding that the IFSC is important.

investment,” BITC CEO said. 
He noted that Botswana’s IFSC 

has generated about P691 million 
as of March 2020 in the form of 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), a 
decline as equated to over P2 billion 
FDI in 2019.

Botswana’s IFSC regime currently 
hosts fifty one (51) certified 
companies with 23 fully operational 
as others are yet to operate as they 
have deregistered due to various 
reasons. 

Chauhan

De Beers Executive Vice President Diamond Trading-Paul Rowley [PIC:OMANG	KILANO]

Olebile
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Euromoney Awards 
for Excellence

Botswana's
Best Bank

With real help
comes great
rewards
Our relentless efforts in providing world-class solutions 
for a seamless banking experience has earned us the 
Best Bank in Botswana 2020 Award by the Euromoney 
Awards for Excellence, for the 4th year in a row. 

We share this honour with the nation and our customers. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

L ondon-listed Gem Diamonds 
CEO Clifford Elphick says the 
company’s positive sales made 

during the six months ended June 30 
demonstrated the resilience of its large 
diamonds during a global crisis and 
continued demand for high-quality 
diamonds.

The impact of Covid-19 on the tender 
process for the sale of its diamonds was 
evident from the second tender in the first 
quarter of the year to the only tender for 
the second quarter, held in June. 

Gem sold 43 384 ct in the six months 
under review at a price of $1 707/ct, 
totalling $74-million.

This compares with the 55 578 ct sold at 
an average price of $1 576/ct, for a total of 
$87.6-million in the six months to June 30, 
2019.

During the six months under review, 
Gem recovered 43 275 ct, compared 
with the 57 306 ct recovered in the prior 
comparable six months. 

This was despite treatment volumes 
having been impacted by the Covid-19 
lockdown imposed in Lesotho in the six 
months under review. The company’s 
70%-owned Letšeng mine only reached full 
operating treatment capacity from June.

The company achieved a higher grade 
of 1.84 carats per hundred tonnes (cpht) 
in the interim period, compared with 1.70 
cpht in the prior interim period.

Gem ended the six months under 
review with $17.5-million cash on hand, of 
which $13.8-million is attributable to the 
company, while it has unused facilities of 
$51.5-million.

Meanwhile, an advanced screening 
protocol implemented at Letšeng resulted 

Higher prices offset lower sales 
volumes for Gem in first-half

in the detection of 74 suspected Covid-
19 cases, with those employees under 
self-quarantine.

Gem is still in the process of selling 
its 100% share in the Ghaghoo mine in 
Botswana, which still remains subject to 
regulatory approvals in the country.

Elphick says the full impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic on Letšeng’s operations 
and production outlook for this year 
remains uncertain. Revised guidance 
will be released when the company has 
greater clarity on the market environment.  
[miningweekly.com]

A bsa Bank Botswana has 
launched its flagship mobile 
phone forex exchange buying 

app called Nov FX. The app simplifies and 
make it seamless to buy foreign exchange 
(forex) and make cross border payments 
from a mobile phone. “We are constantly 
innovating to meet the transactional 
needs of our customers which allows them 
to bank anywhere, at their own time. 
Botswana has one of the highest mobile 
phone penetrations in the world at 150%, 
which offers Absa the opportunity to 
continue deploying new products offerings 
through channels that most of our 
customer’s use,” said James Nthoi, Head of 
Markets. 

The move to introduce a NovoFX app is 
also in line with the bank’s goal of making 
branch visits for essential customer needs 
and not for everyday banking. The app 
is available and can be downloaded from 
both Android and IOS phones through 
Google or Apple store for free. As this is 
a transactional app, NovoFX is accessible 
to existing Absa customers that have 
cheque or savings account and should be 

Absa launches NovoFX app 

registered for internet banking. “Being 
registered for internet banking is a pre-
requisite as a customer has to use their 
credentials for NovoFX” added Nthoi. 
There are fees associated with using 
the NovoFX app and these are foreign 
exchange commissions and swift charges 
inclusive of VAT as outlined in Absa Bank 
Botswana Tariff Guide.

D iamond exploration company, 
Pangolin Diamonds has raised 
$648,500 through a non-brokered 

private placement.  
It said proceeds of the offering will be used 
to continue the exploration programme, 
inclusive of drilling, at its wholly owned 
diamond projects in Botswana. 

The offering consisted of about 26 million 
units at a price of $0.025 per unit, with 
each Unit consisting of one common share 
in the capital of the company and one 
common share purchase warrant.   Each 
Warrant entitles the holder to acquire one 
common share at a price of $0.05 for a 
period of 60 months from closing of the 
offering. [rough-polished.com]

Pangolin raises over 
$648k for exploration

Nthoi 

Elphick

Pangolin Diamonds CEO, Leon Daniels 

Shumba Energy Ltd is an energy 
development company based 
in Botswana and listed on the 

Botswana Stock Exchange. Shumba Energy 
has in recent years progressed from an 
exploration company to a development 
company and sits on over 4.5 billion 
tons of thermal coal. As a major industry 
player, Shumba Energy’s mission is to 
satisfy the growing energy demand in the 
SADC region through various strategies. 
For Shumba “Powering the Future” means 
addressing chronic power shortages 
head-on and supplying energy to affected 
southern African countries in a sustainable 
and cost effective manner. Established 
in 2011, Shumba now owns a significant 
portion of advanced energy projects in 
Botswana and is uniquely positioned with 
its strategy to develop energy projects that 
are unaffected by the volatility of global 
coal prices. The Company’s main activities 
include project development and mining, 
coal trading, power generation and energy 
fuels. Shumba Energy has three assets in 
development stage

Sechaba Project 
The project is in the Palapye region 

and has 1.1 billion tonnes gross in-situ. 
The project is covered by 2 prospecting 
licenses both of which are up to date and 
current with the department of mines. 
The coal is of a quality suitable for both 
power generation and coal exports. 
The Environmental and Social Impact 
Assessment and the mine feasibility 
studies for the project were completed in 
the previous quarter ended 30 September 
2019. 

Morupule South Resources Project   

The project is also based in the Palapye 
region, 5km from the railway siding and 
has 2.45 billion tonnes gross in-situ. The 
project is covered by 1 license which is up 
to date and current with the department 
of mines. The coal is of a quality suitable 
for use in both the coal exports and for 
power generation. The Environmental 
and Social Impact Assessment and the 
mine feasibility study for the project are 
both underway. During the previous 
quarter ended 30 September 2019 Shumba 
increased its shareholding in the project to 
97.5% from 75%. Shumba Energy Ltd 4 th 
Floor Ebene Skies Rue de L’Institut Ebene 
80817 Republic of Mauritius 

Mabesekwa Project 
The project is based in the Francistown 

region. The project has a total of 0.9 billion 
tonnes gross in-situ. In 2018 the company 
entered into a partnership agreement 
with Kibo Energy plc, an AIM listed 
entity whereby Shumba retained 15% 
of the prospecting license. The project 
is covered by 1 license which is up to 
date and current with the department 
of mines. The Environmental and Social 
Impact Assessment and mine feasibility 
have been completed and a mining license 
application has been submitted to the 
department of mines. As reported in the 
previous quarter Shumba signed a heads 
of agreement with Kibo Energy PLC to 
reposition and strategically leverage the 
Mabesekwa project. Under the agreement 
the parties will jointly manage and 
oversee the development of a bespoke 
300MW power station which will power 
a PetroChemical plant which provide 
Botswana and Southern Africa with liquid 
fuels. [bse.co.bw]

Shumba’s quarterly update 

Shumba Energy MD, Mashale Phumaphi
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RESPONSE TO NEWS ARTICLE PUBLISHED ON THE PATRIOT 
ON SUNDAY UNDER THE HEADLINE ‘ROT AT BITC’

• Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) is dismayed at the untruthful and distorted 
allegations on a news article published on The Patriot on Sunday newspaper of 19 July 
2020, under the headline ‘Rot  at  BITC’. The article suggests that potential investors are 
being defrauded of ‘millions of Pula’ by BITC Staff.

• A few days before the defaming article was published, BITC responded to a media 
questionnaire from The Patriot on Sunday newspaper, indicating that ONLY ONE case of 
forgery was recently identified through the Centre’s internal control processes and not 
DIS or DCEC as the article wrongly suggests. The suspect officer who was a junior officer 
and not a Senior Executive as purported in the article by The Patriot on Sunday was taken 
through a disciplinary process, found guilty, and subsequently relieved of his duties 
due to the disciplinary offence of forgery. Furthermore, as a signal of the organisation’s 
detestation of fraud, the matter was reported to the Botswana Police Service who are 
doing their own investigations. Therefore, the Centre is NOT aware of any other case or 
any other BITC official under investigation either by the DIS, the DCEC, or the Botswana 
Police Service. 

• BITC would furthermore, like to refute allegation that over P10 million could have been 
swindled from would-be investors. This deliberate distortion of facts and fiction of 
imagination is equally unfounded, baseless, and is devoid of any truth. In this article by 
The Patriot on Sunday newspaper, faceless sources are cited with a view to amplify the 
notion of rampant misconduct, corruption, indiscipline, and flagrant fraud within the 
organisation. The Centre continues to ensure that there are effective systems in place to 
timely detect and prevent any acts of misconduct. BITC pledges to continue upholding 
the highest level of ethical standards, conduct, and integrity in all dealings with investors.

• BITC clients, stakeholders and the general public are therefore informed to treat these 
assertions as malicious and false, with a high potential to mislead and bring into disrepute 
the good name of the Centre.

• BITC assures clients and stakeholders that the Centre is transparent, professional, and 
ethical in all its business dealings. In light of the seriousness of the allegations, the Centre 
would like to invite The Patriot on Sunday Newspaper or their purported sources to furnish 
the Botswana Police Service with detailed information on the alleged misconduct or any 
fraudulent activities at the Centre. Alternatively, reports may be submitted through the 
Centre’s fraud and ethics hotline at Orange-1144; BTC- 0800 600 644; Mascom- 71119793; 
E-mail- bitc@tip-offs.com; Website- www.tip-offs.com. END

For more Information contact:

Kutlo Moagi
Director, Corporate Affairs
Tel: +267 363 3316
Email: moagik@bitc.co.bw

PRESS RELEASE

23 July 2020

S takeholders have tasked 
African continent on the need 
to put in place institutional and 

policy mechanisms for the provision of 
finance for the implementation of Africa 
Continental Free Trade Agreement 
(AFCFTA).

The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
reports that they disclosed this at a webinar 
on Tuesday, organised by Conversation 
with Africa.

The online meeting was entitled: 
‘Financing Implementation of the African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement at both 
Individual and Continental levels.’

In his address, Dr Thapelo Matsheka, 
Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, Botswana and guest of 
honour at the event underscoref the need 
to rub minds towards economic freedom.

Matsheka stated that a major policy 
shift will be required to be developed by 
member states individually and collectively 
to give effect to the new economic 
dispensation.

“African continent will need to put in 
place institutional and policy mechanisms 
for the provision of finance to provide 
structure; short, medium and long term 
finance to support trading activities.

“It is therefore necessary to explore 
the appropriate institutional mechanism 
through which risks in international trade 
financing can be managed and mitigated to 
allow enhanced flow of finance.

“The private financial community 
will have to play a more aggressive and 
proactive role in laying down financial 
facilities for the regional international 
trading community.

Stakeholders see 52% 
inter-trade boost 

Absa Bank Botswana Limited (registered number BW00001237900) is regulated by the Bank of Botswana. 

Notice to our 
valued customers

We are committed to enhancing our customers banking experience across our various 
service touch points. Enjoy a new banking experience through our 24 hours Contact 
Centre; starting 12 August 2020.

We will be offering select branch services virtually which is another way to bring more 
convenience and enhancing our customers digital experience. Customers may call us to 
benefit from the below services:
 
Payments
• Absa to Absa account
• Absa to local and international banks
 
Account requests
• Account details
• Stop orders/direct debits variation
• Account activation
• Block/stop account
• Link accounts
• Order cheque book
• Statements

Loans
• Top up
• Clearance/balance letters

Credit card
• Credit card loan
• Credit card equal payment plan
• Credit card limit increase or decrease
• Points redemption

Digital channels registration

Services will be charged as per the tariff guide for transactions processed.

Be ready to get more services through our 24 hours Customer Contact Centre on the 
below contact details:

Toll Free 150 (Mascom), 0800 600 444 (BTC) and Landline 3159 575.

“It is therefore a call upon the 
commercial trade investment financing 
houses to step forward and formulate 
innovative strategies to meet this demand 
in Africa,”he said.

Also, Chief Sola Abodunrin, 
the President, Ibadan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and a panelist 
at the event emphasized the need for full 
implementation which he said would 
increase inter African trade by 52 per cent.

Abodunrin stated that financing for 
AFCFTA should come from the political 
will of member states and in collaboration 
with African Development Bank and other 
international financial organisations.

“There are a lot of prospects if pension 
schemes, sovereign wealth funds and 
insurance funds can be harnessed.

“Most of these funds are invested in 
Europe and it has to be re-mobilised back 
to Africa to develop the infrastructure gap 
that is in Africa.

“It was estimated that Africa has 
$108billion infrastructural gaps. These 
funds will help to facilitate trading 
activities by building rails and roads 
that will inter cross Africa and make 
transportation of humans and goods 
easy,”he said.

Other panelists, Mr Kiprono Kittony, 
the Vice Chairman Africa, International 
Chamber of Commerce and Mr 
Gobusamang Keebine, President Business 
Botswana, reiterated the need for full 
implementation of AFCFTA, adding that 
implementation is always the challenge for 
any project.

Kittony said: “The financing for 
AFCFTA can be sought through the 
capital markets which are very effective 
ways to galvanise capital and raise money 
to achieve any long term project.

“Development banks are another option 
and government funding.

“It is important that African countries 
should try to prioritise within their 
budget funding to allow for effective 
implementation of AFCFTA.” 
[naija247news.com]

Matsheka

G aborone- Botswana 
Telecommunications Corporation 
Limited (BTC), celebrating 40 

years of progress and anchoring the 
National economy, has introduced a visa 
debit card to its revamped mobile money 
wallet, SMEGA, offering consumers 
a unique and reliable facility to easily 
transact. 

The BTC Smega Visa Prepaid debit card, 
can be used to withdraw cash from the 
ATM and to pay for everyday purchases at 
supermarkets, petrol stations, restaurant, 
airlines and hotels anytime and everywhere 
in the world where the Visa sign is 
displayed. With its unique and reliable 
features, the BTC Smega visa debit card 
offers the convenience to transact making 
it convenient for both locals and tourists. 

“The SMEGA visa card was inspired by 
the need to offer our customers and all 
our stakeholders, a one-stop-channel for 
all mobile financial services. It is a very 

user-friendly channel that gives users a 
convenient way of transacting,” said BTC 
Managing Director, Anthony Masunga.

Accepted in more than 28 million outlets 
worldwide, in most business and tourist 
destinations, the BTC Smega prepaid visa 
card can also be used  to book and pay 
in advance for essential such as airfares, 
hotels and car hire. It is simple, easy and 
quicker to use offering customers  the 
convinience and access to their funds 24 
hours, 7 days a week.  

The BTC SMEGA wallet, also offers the 
convenience to transact using Botswana’s 
fastest and widely available network 
covering over ninety percent (90%) of the 
country. The BTC network reaches far and 
wide in Botswana and where the operator 
does not have a shop, the company has 
a mobile truck (shop) that takes services 
to customers who may not have direct 
access to BTC fixed customer touch points; 
underpinning   the convenience of not only 

accessing SMEGA but all BTC services.
Not only can customers make financial 

transactions through their mobile 
phones on the go covering a wider 
geographic coverage area, the other major 
differentiator with SMEGA wallet is the 
Motshelo Group Club Account. BTC is 
the first and only network operator in the 
country to provide a service for Motshelo 
Clubs. The Motshelo account allows 
subscribers to contribute and save money.  

BTC, established in 1980 by an Act 
of Parliament to operate and manage 
Botswana’s national and international 
telecommunications services is a Botswana 
Stock Exchange (BSE) listed company, 
under the stewardship of Mr. Anthony 
Masunga. The Company is a converged 
telecommunications operator offering 
fixed (voice and data), mobile (voice and 
data) and broadband services to customers, 
enterprises and other licensed service 
providers.

BTC introduces visa debit card

Masunga
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ABRIDGED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
Year ended    

 30 April 
2020

Year ended    
 30 April 

2019
 P’000  P’000

Revenue 5 835 836   5 305 981 
Cost of sales (5 448 817)   (4 965 856)
Gross profi t  387 019  340 125 
Other income and gains  40 996   48 897 
Administrative expenses (191 331)   (168 082)
Earnings before interest  tax and amortisation (EBITA)  236 684  220 940 

Amortisation (6 107)   (5 819)
Investment income  55 900   55 409 
Finance costs (25 656)   (9 866)
Profi t before share of results of associate 260 821 260 664 
Share of results of associate (2 011)   (1 994)
Profi t before tax 258 810 258 670 
Income tax expense (61 142)   (60 026)
PROFIT FOR THE YEAR  197 668  198 644 

Other comprehensive income:
Items that will not be reclassifi ed to profi t or loss
Net gain on revaluation of land and buildings  12 599   9 752 
Gross gain on revaluation of land and buildings  15 384   12 398 
Income tax on gain on revaluation of land and buildings (2 785)   (2 646)
Items that may be subsequently reclassifi ed to profi t or loss
Currency translation differences (85 809)   (46 462)
Other comprehensive loss for the period (net of tax) (73 210) (36 710)
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR 124 458  161 934 

PROFIT FOR THE YEAR ATTRIBUTABLE TO:
Owners of the parent  197 922   198 860 
Non - controlling interests (254)   (216)
TOTAL PROFIT FOR THE YEAR  197 668  198 644 

   
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME ATTRIBUTABLE TO:
Owners of the parent  124 712   162 150 
Non - controlling interests (254)   (216)
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR  124 458  161 934

Number of shares in issue at beginning of the year and end of year 250 726 709   250 726 709 

Dividends per share (thebe) - ordinary - interim   10.00   10.00 

Dividends per share (thebe) - ordinary - fi nal   27.50   27.50 

Basic earnings per share (thebe)   78.94   79.31 

Total comprehensive income per share (thebe)   49.74   64.67

ABRIDGED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS  Audited 
 year ended

30 April 2020

Audited 
 year ended

30 April 2019
 P’000  P’000

Net cash generated from operating activities  147 156  288 919 
Net cash fl ows utilised in investment activities (169 107) (43 330)
Dividends paid (94 021) (82 741)
Net cash fl ows from other fi nancing activities (39 839) (5 123)
Net movement in cash and cash equivalents (155 811)  157 725 
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period  532 241  383 641 
Effect of exchange rate on cash and cash equivalents (10 555) (9 125)
Cash and cash equivalents at end of period  365 875  532 241 

Represented by:
Cash and cash equivalents  372 018  537 566 
Bank overdrafts (6 143) (5 325)
Cash and cash equivalents at end of period  365 875  532 241 

ABRIDGED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

 30 April 
2020 

  
 30 April 

2019 
 P’000  P’000 

ASSETS

NON - CURRENT ASSETS 

Property, plant and equipment  756 867  641 720 
Right to use assets  140 984 
Investment property  234 705  287 166 
Intangible assets  119 915  134 546 
Investment in preference shares  175 858  197 895 
Deferred lease assets  3 842  2 656 
Deferred tax assets  23 717  17 254 
Trade receivables 2 473

Total non - current assets  1 458 361  1 281 237 

CURRENT ASSETS

Inventories  725 613  607 640 
Trade and other receivables  344 180  254 882 
Current tax assets  5 046  1 669 
Cash and cash equivalents  372 018  537 566 

Total current assets  1 446 857  1 401 757 

TOTAL ASSETS  2 905 218  2 682 994 
      

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

EQUITY 
Stated capital  686 354  686 354 
Other reserves  132 391  205 353 
Retained earnings  970 971  867 318 
Equity attributable to owners of the parent  1 789 716  1 759 025 
Non - controlling interests  14 981  16 064 

Total equity  1 804 697  1 775 089 

NON - CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Finance lease obligations  1 360 
Lease liabilities  119 948 
Deferred lease obligations  17 653 
Loans and borrowings  109 335  110 831 
Deferred tax liabilities  97 016  88 948 

Total non - current liabilities  326 299  218 792 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Trade and other payables  651 149  607 336 
Finance lease obligations  775 
Lease liabilities  39 319 
Loans and borrowings  1 490  1 429 
Contract liabilities  17 191  14 119 
Current tax liabilities  10 166  11 655 
Bank overdrafts  6 143  5 325 
Provisions and accruals  48 764  48 474 

Total current liabilities  774 222  689 113 

Total liabilities  1 100 521  907 905 

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES  2 905 218  2 682 994

SEGMENT RESULTS BOTSWANA ZAMBIA LESOTHO NAMIBIA SOUTH AFRICA GROUP

For the year ended 30 April 2019 Trading 
consumer 

goods 
Trading 

others Manufacturing Property Property 

Trading 
consumer 

goods 

Trading 
consumer 

goods 

Investment in 
preference 

shares 

 Inter- 
segment 

 or 
unallocated  Consolidated 

P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000  P’000 

Revenue  2 941 668  120 472  209 679  48 994  4 344  438 638 1 629 985 (87 799) 5 305 981 
Cost of sales  (2 806 026)  (96 533)  (172 106)  (426 796)  (1 547 889)  83 494  (4 965 856)
Gross profi t   135 642  23 939  37 573  48 994  4 344  11 842  82 096 (4 305)  340 125 
Other income and gains / (losses)  10 274  8 479   900  1 431  5 265 253  14 147 11 202 (3 054) 48 897 
Administrative expenses  (70 508) (19 472) (28 919) (12 407) (1 247) (5 890) (20 465) (9 174) (168 082)
Earnings before interest, tax and amortisation (EBITA)   75 408  12 946  9 554  38 018  8 362  6 205  75 778 11 202 (16 533)  220 940 
Amortisation  (247)             (1 584) (3 988)    (5 819)
Investment income  4 043  1 135  1 095   355   44 113  7 318  37 339  3 967  55 409 
Finance costs  (1 895) (11) (78) (9 750)    (7 406) (18 090)     27 364 (9 866)
Profi t / (loss) before share of results of associate  77 309  14 070  10 571  28 623  8 406 (2 672)  61 018  48 541  14 798  260 664 
Share of results of associate                          (1 994) (1 994)
Profi t / (loss) before tax (PBT)  77 309  14 070  10 571  28 623  8 406 (2 672)  61 018  48 541  12 804  258 670

ABRIDGED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY

Equity attributable to owners of the parent

Stated
capital Reserves

Retained
earnings Total

 Non-
controlling 

interests
 Total

equity
P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000  P’000  P’000 

Balance at 30 April 2019  686 354  205 353  867 318  1 759 025  16 064  1 775 089 
Profi t for the year  197 922  197 922  (254)  197 668
Other comprehensive income for the year:

Gain on revaluation of land and buildings (net of tax) 12 599 12 599 12 599
Currency translation differences  (85 809)  (85 809)  (85 809)
Transactions with non - controlling interests and other  248 (248)  (829)  (829)

Dividends paid - 2019 fi nal  (94 021)  (94 021)  (94 021)
Balance at 30 April 2020  686 354 132 391 970 971 1 789 716  14 981  1 804 697

SEGMENT RESULTS BOTSWANA ZAMBIA LESOTHO NAMIBIA SOUTH AFRICA GROUP

For the year ended 30 April 2020

Trading 
consumer 

goods 
Trading 

others Manufacturing Property Property 

Trading 
consumer 

goods 

Trading 
consumer 

goods 

Investment in 
preference 

shares 

 Inter- 
segment 

 or 
unallocated  Consolidated 

P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000  P’000 

Revenue  3 329 879  115 893  205 779  55 532  4 661  529 399 1 707 326    (112 633) 5 835 836
Cost of sales   (3 185 560)  (90 795)  (157 785)  (503 870)  (1 622 065)  111 258  (5 448 817)
Gross profi t   144 319  25 098  47 994  55 532  4 661  25 529  85 261    (1 375)  387 019 
Other income and gains / (losses)  7 524  5 620  2 158  3 458  8 575   80  14 938    (1 357)  40 996
Administrative expenses  (68 533) (21 293) (32 710) (10 331) ( 1 620) (14 544) (23 051)    (19 249) (191 331)
Earnings before interest, tax and amortisation (EBITA)   83 310  9 425  17 442  48 659  11 616  11 065  77 148    (21 981)  236 684
Amortisation  (261) ( 1 516) (4 330)    (6 107)
Investment income  2 976   815   764   470   21  3 941  3 255  37 528  6 130  55 900 
Finance costs  (18 051) (125) (306) ( 9 506)    (12 265) (22 807)     37 404 (25 656)
Profi t before share of results of associate  67 974  10 115  17 900  39 623  11 637  1 225  53 266  37 528  21 553  260 821 
Share of results of associate     (2 011) (2 011)
Profi t before tax (PBT)  67 974  10 115  17 900  39 623  11 637  1 225  53 266  37 528 19 542  258 810

SEGMENT ASSETS AND LIABILITIES BOTSWANA ZAMBIA LESOTHO NAMIBIA SOUTH AFRICA GROUP

30 April 2020 Trading 
consumer 

goods 
Trading 

others Manufacturing Property Property 

Trading 
consumer 

goods 

Trading 
consumer 

goods 

Investment in 
preference 

shares 

 Inter- 
segment 

 or 
unallocated  Consolidated 

P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000 P’000  P’000 

Assets  1 067 472  71 916  221 345  603 882  53 299  145 612  497 755  175 858  68 079 2 905 218
Liabilities  (724 472)  (27 403)  (29 177)  (199 917)  (1 124)  (132 151)  (244 576)  258 299 (1 100 521)

30 April 2019 

Assets  732 480  85 513  188 949 582 501  62 771 168 462 537 603  197 895 126 820 2 682 994
Liabilities  (598 824)  (25 165)  (25 069)  (207 121)  (1 052)  (46 926)  (371 555)    367 807 (907 905)

Basis of preparation and accounting policies

The abridged consolidated fi nancial results of Sefalana Holding 
Company Limited and its subsidiaries (“Sefalana” / the “Group”) 
are extracted from the Group fi nancial statements that have been 
prepared in accordance with International Financial Reporting 
Standards (“IFRS”), under the historical cost convention except for the 
revaluation of certain non – current assets being land and buildings, 
investment properties and preference shares which are carried at fair 
value.

The accounting policies applied in the preparation of the audited 
fi nancial statements for the year ended 30 April 2020 (the “year”), 
are consistent with those applied in the preparation of the audited 
fi nancial statements for the year ended 30 April 2019 (“prior year”) 
with the exception of the adoption of IFRS 16 (Leases) which now 
requires the recording of a right of use asset and corresponding 
liability in the consolidated statement of fi nancial position, and 
a split of the cash payment in respect of these leases into their 
fi nancing and operating components in the consolidated statement of 
comprehensive income.  

Financial results of the Group – overview

Notwithstanding the diffi cult times, we have managed to close the 
year with a sterling performance. Last year we reported our best ever 
results and this year we have done it again, and are pleased to generate 
almost exactly the same profi t despite the adverse impact of Covid-19. 

All through the fi nancial year, the greatest focus has been on the Fast 
Moving Consumer Goods (“FMCG”) business in the various countries in 
which we operate, where we have placed considerable efforts to revive 
and improve margins and relative contribution to Group results. We 
had made considerable progress in this area in the fi rst half of the year 

but then were negatively impacted by the Covid-19 Pandemic when 
our stores were restricted in terms of permitted customer numbers, 
and when liquor sales were prohibited during lock-down.  

Our focus on cost saving initiatives across the Group and exploring 
ways to extract additional value from our existing businesses 
continued. 

We placed emphasis on our Manufacturing businesses and this year 
were able to secure large contracts and deliver very respectable 
profi ts.

We have also benefi ted from the second tranche of returns from our 
South African investment which is performing broadly in line with plan.  
Our third of fi ve payments is due in July 2020. This has proven to be an 
exceptional investment for the Group. 

Our Namibian business continues to perform well as we expand our 
presence in that country. The economy is however experiencing 
turbulence, and this inturn, is placing pressure on margins and our 
growth rate.

Our Lesotho business has performed well and generated a good profi t 
this year. We were able to do this by changing our model to respond to 
competition in the area. 

We were however, conscious of the signifi cant weakening of the South 
African Rand over the last 12 months and our related ZAR denominated 
investments. As a consequence, we looked further out to identify 
investment opportunities outside the SACU area. Further information 
about this exciting development is set out in the Prospects section of 
this report. 

Each of our foreign investments are discussed below in more detail.

Overall the Group achieved a turnover of P5.8 billion and generated a 
profi t before tax of P259 million for the year ended 30 April 2020.  We 
are confi dent that our Shareholders and potential investors will be 
pleased with our performance and will share our enthusiasm with the 
forward-looking prospects of our business and brand. 

Foreign exchange exposure

With the economic challenges experienced in the local market over 
recent times, including the saturation in Botswana in particular, 
our diversifi cation into neighbouring countries has been central to 
our strategy, and over the last fi ve years has helped us consistently 
improve the Group’s overall performance.

Namibia continues to grow and generate enhanced profi tability. 
Lesotho, despite its political climate, is also showing growth.

Our entry into the South African market has resulted in a sizable 
contribution to the bottom line results for the current and prior year.

Expansion into the Region naturally exposes the Group to foreign 
exchange gains and losses, and we have annually reported this to be 
the case. In the prior year we reported a P46 million re-translation loss 
mainly relating to the Namibian, South African and Lesotho businesses 
which are all ZAR denominated. At the year end this re-translation loss 
amounted to P86 million since the currency movements have been 
very signifi cant over the 12 month period due to the uncertainties 
in South Africa. These translation differences, recorded in other 
comprehensive income and losses are however, temporary and will 
reverse as the ZAR normalizes.

It is for this reason that we have looked at other stronger currency 
based investments to mitigate some of this foreign exchange 
exposure. 

Financial highlights

For the year ended 30 April 2020, the Group’s:
• Revenue was P5.8 billion – up 10% on prior year;
• Gross Profi t was P387 million – up 14% on prior year;
• Earnings before interest, tax and amortization was P237m – up 7% on 

prior year;
• Profi t before tax was P259 million – in line with prior year; and
• A fi nal dividend of 27.5 thebe to be paid to our Shareholders 

Note that the impact of adopting IFRS 16 (Leases) has resulted in an 
additional charge of P4.7 million to the statement of comprehensive income. 
As a consequence, underlying Profi t before tax excluding the impact of this 
standard, would have been P264 million and therefore up 2% on the prior 
year. 

Segmental Reporting

The Group’s business and geographical segments are reported separately. 
Intersegment transactions are eliminated, and accounted for in a separate 
(“Intersegment or Unallocated”) segment. Transactions between segments 
are at fair value.

The Botswana business units

Overall, our Botswana businesses have generated P135.6 million of profi t, up 
4% on the prior year.

Trading – consumer goods

During the fi rst half of the year we had noted positive signs of recovery in the 
market, as consumer spending and confi dence appeared to be improving. 
Our customers began visiting our stores more often and basket sizes 
increased.  We also noted a greater level of sophistication with our customer 
base, as they looked for a greater range and a one-stop-shopping experience. 
We are pleased to have identifi ed this and been able to provide our valued 
customers with what they desire.  

The second half of the year was then impacted by the onset of the Covid-19 
Pandemic and many businesses suffered as a consequence. The uncertainty 
this caused, resulted in a more cautious customer, initially forward buying in 
anticipation of the lock-down, and then reduced buying until after the lock-
down had ended.  The product mix also moved towards essentials and away 
from luxury high margin products. Net margin mix therefore reduced as a 
result. 

From a top line growth perspective, we benefi ted from the Government 
Covid relief program where many donors selected Sefalana as their 
preferred supplier due to the competitive prices on offer. We deliberately 
reduced margins on these orders to maximise the food being made available 
to those in need. As a consequence, our turnover increased but at very slim 
margins. Our advance planning enabled us to stock up on key lines and this 
enabled us to be in a position of having adequate stock of these lines when 
our competitors had run out. 

We were also pleased to have donated P1 million in food and hygiene products 
towards this relief initiative and partnered with two other key suppliers in the 
market (FNBB and PST Distribution) to increase the donation to a combined 
P2 million. All our staff remained employed and without a salary reduction as 
we felt it important to support our most valued asset – our people. 

Sefalana Cash & Carry Limited contributed 57% and 26% of the Group’s 
revenue and profi t before tax for the year, respectively. Turnover amounted 
to just over P3.3 billion, which was 13% up on the prior year. 

Efforts continue to fi nd ways in which to improve the overall margins as we 
navigate through the extended impact of the Pandemic. 

At the beginning of the fi nancial year, Sefalana operated 4 Hyper Stores 
(“Sefalana Hyper”), 25 Cash & Carry stores (“Sefalana Cash & Carry”) and 
26 supermarket retail stores (“Sefalana Shopper”) across the country, giving 
the Group a total of 55 stores in Botswana. During the year, we expanded our 
national footprint through the opening of an additional Sefalana Shopper 
retail store in Kasangula and a Sefalana Quick at Setlhoa. 

In November 2019, we opened our 3,200 sqm fl agship Sefalana Shopper 
store (“The Big One”) at Setlhoa. This store offers a wide range of up-market 
products, a signifi cant hot foods counter, one of the largest butcheries, an 
impressive bakery, and even a pharmacy. Feedback to date has been very 
positive and we are making record level sales already. We are very proud of 
this new offering and look to replicate this in selected locations across the 
country.

At the Setlhoa site we also opened our fi rst Petrol station under the Puma 
franchise.  We are pleased with this model and will look to replicate this in 
other parts of the country.  

We have however, deliberately slowed down expansion as we manage 
overheads and will look to accelerate store openings once the impact of the 
Pandemic is better understood in the market. 

In the fi rst half of the year we opened our Sefalana Catering division in the 
Gaborone Old Industrial area. This division focuses on serving an end-
to-end solution to the large hospitality industry with ambient and frozen 
foods in wholesale size units.  This business offers over 2,000 additional 
different product lines not previously sold within the Sefalana Group and was 
expected to make a sizable contribution to the Botswana FMCG business in 
the next three years. Unfortunately, the Pandemic has had a catastrophic 
impact on the Hospitality sector, and this has naturally had a knock on effect 
on this division of the business. Growth in this area is therefore only expected 
to improve once the Hotels, Lodges, and Restaurants re-open to full capacity. 

At all our stores, we have focused on enhancing the shopping experience 
and offering better deals and a wider product range. We have developed our 
service lines, in particular with hot foods and butchery, and improved our 
fruit and vegetable offering. 

During the lock-down period we offered WhatsApp and email orders to our 
customers and this proved to be very popular. We will continue to fi nd ways 
of making it easier for our market to shop with us and we have a number of 
initiatives in this space planned for the forthcoming year. 

As part of our annual birthday promotion, our Cash & Carry business gave 
away 29 mobile kiosks empowering Batswana to start their own businesses. 
This was our second year of running this format. We felt that, rather than 
giving away cars, it would be more benefi cial to our customers to give them 
a means of livelihood. Total cost of these kiosks amounted to just under P2 
million. 

Our Retail birthday promotion focused on giving away P1.8 million in the 
form of cash. This generated a lot of excitement in the market as we found 
a number of our retail customers preferred cash rather than prizes in kind. 

We continue to strive to work towards offering our customers a one-stop-
shop experience and pride ourselves on being fi rst to market with a number 
of initiatives.  Our latest innovation is the introduction of a pharmacy in our 
Sefalana Shopper Setlhoa store. 

Trading – others

This segment which consists of Commercial Motors (Pty) Limited (“CML”) 
and Mechanised Farming (Pty) Limited (“MFL”) contributed 2% and 4% to 
Group turnover and profi t before tax, respectively. This therefore remains a 
relatively small Group segment.

CML historically relied on tender business, but over recent years has focused 
on growing its private sales as a result of a general decline in tender activity.

We are currently exploring plans to relocate the MAN, Tata and Honda 
dealerships to the A1 highway, alongside our new Setlhoa development. This 
will provide the dealership with better visibility and access which is essential 
given the focus on private customer sales. This will also provide us with 
additional effi ciencies relating to a single site rather than the two sites we 
currently operate from. Plans are however, on hold as we cut back on capital 
expenditure and to preserve cash during the Pandemic. 

MFL continued to focus on the supply of equipment to Botswana Railways. 
This is in-line with the Group’s strategy to focus on the core activities of 
operation and to downscale less profi table areas of the business. We have 
noted an improvement in the results from this business as a result of a lower 
overhead base required to support the on-going activities.

Manufacturing

This segment consists of Foods Botswana (Pty) Limited (“FB”) and 
contributed 4% and 7% to Group turnover and profi t before tax for the year 
respectively. At 69% profi t growth, this was signifi cantly higher than in the 
previous year despite delays in the awarding of Government tenders. Focus 
has therefore been placed on growing house brands across the business and 
satisfying tenders as they arise. 

Milling Division

During the year FB manufactured and supplied to Government for only 2 of 
the 12 months.  Production and supply for the previous tender ended in July 
2019 and delays were experienced in the award of the subsequent tender. 
We therefore focused largely on the manufacture and supply of branded 
products to utilise factory capacity. Growth in this area is positive and 
showing an upward trend. 

The Government award for the 24 month tender ultimately took place in 
April 2020. We were however, awarded only approximately one third of 
the Tsabana and Malutu tenders but we are on track with the supply of 
the ordered quantities and will welcome any additional orders should the 
Government require us to fulfi l the needs of other depots.  

We have a strong track record for delivery of a quality product in accordance 
with the required quantities and timetable over the years. We have procured 
the required grain and other raw materials to be able to deliver on the entire 
country’s requirement should this be requested from us.  

During the year, in support of local Batswana farmers, P57 million of grain was 
secured from BAMB and a further P17 million of grain was sourced directly 
from the farmers. This was especially appreciated by farmers during the 
Pandemic period. 

Beverages Division

This division is heavily dependent on the manufacture and supply to 
Government for the children’s feeding scheme. In March 2019 we were 
pleased to be awarded the 24 month supply tender which we are currently 
fulfi lling. 

In the early part of the year, there were restrictions in place on the importation 
of raw milk following the breakout of the Foot and Mouth disease in South 
Africa. This slowed down our production but now that these restrictions have 
been removed, we have managed to catch up on the backlog. This division 
has therefore performed very well during the year. 

Our focus also continues on building the Delta Fresh brand and ensuring our 
distribution is maximised. Delta Fresh is now available throughout Botswana 
in most retailers and we look forward to continued success of this product.  

Our expansion into fruit juice manufacturing and bottling of water will require 
us to develop a warehouse to accommodate additional plant and equipment 
and also for storage. This is expected to take place in the ensuing year once 
we lift restrictions on capital expenditure.

Botswana property portfolio

Our property portfolio held in Botswana performed well, contributing 1% 
and 15% to Group revenue and profi t before tax respectively. Almost all 
properties are tenanted, and leases are in place for between three and seven 
years. The KSI property development of 5,000 sqm of warehouse space 
continues to be fully let with on-going demand for the site.

Towards the end of 2017, we commenced the development at 4 plots at our 
Setlhoa site. This site is now complete with just over 20,000 sqm remaining 
vacant for our Motor Dealership which we will develop in due course. 

We continually look for suitable sites for new store openings, or where we 
consider there to be forward upside potential in land situated in upcoming 
areas.

Zambia property

Following the signifi cant increase in supply of warehouse and offi ce space in 
Lusaka over the last few years, two of our largest tenants found alternative 
premises in April 2017. Since then we have been in search of replacement 
tenants and have now managed to secure an occupancy rate of around 70%. 

We will continue to look for suitable tenants for the remaining space. 
Performance by this segment has therefore been below our desired level of 
return as a result of rental reductions that we have had to accept to avoid 
other tenants moving out.  Segment performance is impacted by the relative 
movement of the Kwacha to Botswana Pula.

Namibia property portfolio

Since our entry into Namibia in 2013, we have focused on establishing a 
property portfolio similar to the one developed over the years in Botswana. 
Most recently we acquired the new Head offi ce site in Windhoek where we 
originally anticipated further development of a warehouse. We have since 
decided not to proceed with the works as we are able to operate from the 
existing premises at a lower occupancy cost. 

We did however invest in additional property in Keetmanshoop where we 
constructed a purpose built warehouse for our new cash and carry. This 
building cost N$27 million and was fi nanced using internal cash resources.

Overall, fair value gains recorded for the year on the Group’s property 
portfolio have been conservative and broadly in line with the prior year.

Sefalana Lesotho

We have now been operating in Lesotho for almost 5 years and have been 
focusing on increasing our presence in the country through the opening of 
2 new stores in Maputsoe. We are the leader in Cash & Carry in Lesotho and 
currently do not have any immediate plans to increase this footprint at this 
stage.

Profi tability in this segment improved in the second half of the year but there 
is still room for further improvements and value extraction from existing 
assets. 

Turnover of P529 million has been achieved for the year, contributing 9% of 
total Group revenue. A respectable profi t was generated for the year and we 
look to an even better performance next year as the 2 new stores begin to 
generate additional profi t.

Metro Namibia – Trading Consumer Goods business

The economic strain in the Namibian economy is now being felt across all 
sectors, and indeed we have noted less growth in the FMCG sector than in 
previous years. 

Despite these macro-economic indicators, we continue to grow in Namibia 
through providing our customer base with an on-going enhanced product 
offering. We have established a strong name for ourselves and a reputation 
for being the leader in the country. 

Metro Namibia contributed 29% and 21% of revenue and profi t before tax for 
the year, respectively. Turnover amounted to P1.7 billion, a growth of 5% on 
the prior year after the negative impact of currency conversion. Profi t before 
tax amounted to P53 million, which was 13% down from the prior year. 

Our operations in Namibia continue to make a large contribution to overall 
Group results each year, as we enhance our customer engagement and 
offering. 

At the start of the year, we had 17 stores across the country. During the period 
4 new stores have been opened (Eenhana, Grootfontein, Keetmanshoop and 
Rundu) and the store in Swakopmund was re-opened following the fi re which 
occurred in 2018. 

On an on-going basis we evaluate additional locations for store openings as 
we have now met our medium term target of 20 stores and look towards our 
next 10 stores. We are pleased with our accomplishments in the country over 
the last fi ve years and look back at this investment as a very successful one.

Our investment in South Africa 

As reported previously, we invested into a South African consortium 
effective 1 July 2017. Under this transaction, Sefalana invested R250 million 
and earns a fi xed annual return of R50 million for fi ve years, after which point 
we will have the option to convert this investment into a 30% equity stake 
in the consortium. The consortium has been established with experienced 
players in the Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) market in South Africa.

The aim of the consortium is to acquire a number of existing chains and grow 
the store compliment such that this is a signifi cant business within a ten year 
period. We are pleased to report that this consortium is performing well and 
that almost three years into its operations, is performing broadly in line with 
plan. 

The reported results include P38 million of income (under “investment 
income”) pertaining to this investment representing a full year’s 
performance. The prior year included a P11 million fair value gain on the 
conversion option built into the preference share arrangement. 

The Consortium currently owns 15 stores across the country which are well 
located in areas where there is a strong population to support its trade. For 
all target chains acquired to date, performance has improved post take-over. 

The South African economy however has been experiencing signifi cant 
strain and this is expected to adversely impact trading conditions in the 
coming years. This preference share arrangement has therefore successfully 
sheltered our risk to the South African economy as we retain the ability to 
exit the South African investment on the completion of the 5 year preference 
share period should the country not show signs of recovery. 

Our focus on CSR

At Sefalana, we believe in partnering with our Communities in order to 
improve the lives of those around us. We believe that through conducting our 
business responsibly and ethically, we can better underpin the needs of our 
society and develop programs to assist those that are less fortunate.

This year the Group mainly focused its CSR initiatives towards improving the 
livelihood of a number of Communities across the country, through provision 
of groceries and healthcare products to vulnerable children and families so 
as to promote healthier living. 

We have also continued to focus on the Education sector, with a view of 
providing a better learning environment for the children of Botswana who are 
our future. This included the upgrading of a number of learning institutions 
and facilities.

As indicated above, we also contributed towards the Government’s Covid-19 
relief program. 

Prospects

In April 2020 the Group entered into an agreement to purchase 40% of the 
share capital of an Australian business that operates in the Fast Moving 
Consumer Goods division. This Australian business, by the name of Seasons 
Group, consists of a chain of 7 supermarkets in the Brisbane area. 

Total purchase consideration for Sefalana’s investment in Australia 
amounted to AUD 9.9 million (P70 million), and is considered its fair value. 
The effective date of investment was 8 May 2020. This investment will be 
treated as an investment in an associate, in which Sefalana exerts signifi cant 
infl uence, and therefore will be equity accounted. Sefalana entered into 
this agreement in order to pursue its Group strategy to diversify its income 
stream and foreign exchange exposure. 

It is estimated that this investment will generate an additional EBITA of 
around P15 million for Sefalana for the year ending 30 April 2021. Further 
expansion in Australia will be considered in due course as we identify other 
suitable sites to compliment this fi rst phase investment. 

At our Group Strategy workshop held in November 2018, our Board re-
affi rmed our intention to continue to focus on our core segment of FMCG 
and supporting businesses. In particular we intend on expanding our 
manufacturing business to include wheat milling and to establish our fruit 
juice and bottled water plant in early 2021.  

Going concern assumption

Impact of Covid -19 on Sefalana Group

On 11 March 2020, the World Health Organisation (WHO) offi cially declared 
COVID-19, the disease caused by a novel coronavirus, a Pandemic. 
Management is closely monitoring the evolution of this pandemic, including 
how it may affect the Group, the economy and the general population. The 
fi nancial impact of these events is still unknown globally, but for the year 
ended 30 April 2020, given the limited time this Pandemic has been in place, 
the impact is not considered signifi cant for our Group.

The Directors are of the view that the Group remains a Going Concern and 
that there are no material uncertainties that would impact the fi nancial 
statements as at the reporting date. 

Directors

There were no changes made to the Board during the year, however Sefalana 
announced the resignation of Dr Keith R Jefferis from the Board effective 
31 May 2020. Dr Jefferis served as an independent non-executive director 
for six years and as a valued member of the Board, played a key role in the 
strategic direction of the Group. 

The Board of Sefalana would like to wish Dr Jefferis success in his new role as 
Senior Policy Advisor in the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development.

Dividends

On 27 July 2020, the Board of Directors of Sefalana Holding Company Limited 
declared a fi nal gross dividend of 27.5 (twenty seven and a half) thebe per 
ordinary share.

The fi nal dividend will be paid net of applicable withholding taxes as required 
under the Income Tax Act of Botswana, on or about Wednesday 26 August 
2020 to all Shareholders registered in the books of the Company at the last 
date to register, being close of business on Friday 14 August 2020, with an Ex-
dividend date of Wednesday 12 August 2020.

PHK Kedikilwe  CD Chauhan
(Chairman) (Group Managing Director)

Gaborone, Botswana
30 July 2020

Auditors: Deloitte and Touche
Plot 64518, Fairgrounds Offi ce Park
 P O Box 778, Gaborone, Botswana 

Lawyers: Osei - Ofei Swabi & Co. 
First Floor, Unit 18, Kgale Mews,  
Gaborone International Finance Park, 
P O Box 403506, Gaborone, Botswana

Directors: PHK Kedikilwe (Chairman), 
CD Chauhan (Group Managing), B Davis, 
EM Dewah, RM Motswaiso, 
KP Mere, MS Osman (Group Finance)

Registered offi ce:  Plot 10038, 
Corner of Nelson Mandela Drive 
and Kubu Road,  Broadhurst 
Industrial, Gaborone

Transfer Secretaries: Transaction Management 
Services (Pty) Limited, trading as Corpserve 
Botswana Transfer  Secretaries, 
PO Box 1583 AAD,  Gaborone

for the year ended 30 April 2020 & dividend announcement

10%
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14%
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27.5t
Final dividend 

per share

7%
EBITA

Financial Results
Audited Group
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REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA

PRACTICE DIRECTIVE NO. 7 OF 2020 

1. This Practice Directive is issued in terms of REGULATION 30B of 
the EMERGENCY POWERS (COVID-19) (AMENDMENT) (NO.2) 
REGULATIONS, 2020, and shall be deemed to have come into effect 
on the 3rd August 2020.  It is applicable to Divisions and stations of 
the Administration of Justice situated in the Greater Gaborone Zone.

2. His Excellency the President, acting in terms of section 17 of the 
Constitution of Botswana has on the 31st March 2020 declared a 
State of Public Emergency in order to address the grave situation 
posed by the COVID-19 Pandemic and to implement extreme social 
distancing. Consequently, and in order to give effect to the preventive 
measures pronounced in the declaration by His Excellency the 
President, the Practice Directive No.5 of 2020 is hereby reviewed and 
revived as follows, to give effect to the Greater Gaborone Lockdown 
which commenced at midnight on 30th July 2020.

2.1 With effect from Monday 3rd August 2020, there shall be no 
court hearings except in relation to urgent applications. The 
applications shall not be entertained unless the duty Judge or 
Magistrate confirms the urgency of such a case. The purpose 
of this Directive is that where possible judicial officers and 
support staff, as well as stakeholders should be facilitated to 
remain at home to prevent the spreading of COVID-19.

2.2 Without deviating from the generality of Paragraph 1 above, 
‘urgent applications’ shall include, but shall not be limited to:

 2.2.1 Bail applications;

2.2.2 First appearances in serious criminal cases; 
(offences punishable with imprisonment for 3 years 
and above);

2.2.3 Any case involving domestic violence under the 
Domestic     Violence Act, No.10 of 2008;

2.2.4 Garnishee applications for maintenance of minors 
and deserted spouses;

2.2.5 Payments of maintenance for minors under the 
Guardian    Fund (Administration of Estates Act (Cap 
31:01).

NB:	 For	any	issues	related	to	the	Masters	Office	(Administration	of	

Estates	and	Guardian	Fund),	contact	the	following:

Gaborone    : Deputy Master S. Mtunzi @ 74209174

Francistown: Deputy Master F.S. Sigweni @ 71570541

Maun          : Senior Assistant Master M. Rampha @ 71773262 

3. Subject to 4 below, Registrars, Magistrates, Judges of the High Court, 

and Justices of Appeal shall work from home, but shall be on call 

to deal with urgent matters only. The necessary support staff shall 

also be on call during the lockdown. Except where necessary every 

employee of the Administration of Justice shall work from home at 

his or her duty station, but each station shall prominently display a 

Notice informing the public of the contact number of the duty officer 

on call.

4. There shall be a Registrar or Clerk of Court, with necessary support 

staff on duty at each Division or station during office hours for the 

duration of the lockdown, for the purpose of registration of process in 

addition to their usual duties. 

5. All employees of the Administration of Justice shall provide their 

contact numbers, and shall be available should they be required to 

attend to urgent Administration of Justice business.

6. Required support staff will be picked up by an official vehicle at their 

designated addresses.  The vehicles to be used in this assignment will 

be sanitised. 

7. Registrars dealing with default judgments will be expected to carry on 

with their pending filed matters from home.

8. Court Reporters with pending records for transcription will be 

expected to work on those records from home where practicable.

9. Judicial officers will utilise this period to conclude their pending 

judgments, working from home.

10. The dies requirements and existing time bound orders of court 

arising from and/or in terms of the Magistrate Court Rules, the High 

Court Rules and the Court of Appeal Rules are hereby suspended for 

the period of the lockdown. This notwithstanding, interdicts, stays of 

execution, warrants of detention and arrest orders are unaffected by 

the lockdown and shall, where   practicable, continue to be in force.

11. The return date of all applications with rules nisi returnable during 

lockdown are hereby extended sine die, with such matter to be 

recalled by the court upon the lifting of the lockdown.

12. Warrants of detention in respect of all remand detainees are hereby 

extended until the lockdown is lifted. However, such detainees shall 

be entitled to file applications for bail. 

13. Where practicable courts should strive to use video conferencing 

facilities to obviate the need for physical attendance by the litigants 

at   the court premises.

14. This Practice Directive is subject to review from time to time as 

circumstances unfold in the light of the COVID-19 Pandemic.

15. This Practice Directive is issued subject to any State of Emergency 

Regulation which may be promulgated in terms of the Constitution.

Cc: Hon. President of the Court of Appeal

 Attorney General 

Director of Public Prosecutions

Commissioner of Police

Commissioner of Prisons & Rehabilitation

Chairman, Law Society of Botswana

CEO – Business Botswana

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

TO: Hon. Justices of Appeal                

 Hon. Judges of the High Court

 All Registrars

 All Magistrates

 All Staff Members

 All Attorneys

 All members of the public

FROM:                              

    Terence T. Rannowane

    CHIEF JUSTICE

 REF:  RM 1/6/1 X

DIRECTIONS ON COURT OPERATIONS DURING THE COVID-19 STATE OF 
EMERGENCY – GREATER GABORONE LOCKDOWN COMMENCING 31ST JULY 2020

 31st July 2020

G lobal miner Anglo American 
plc (Baa2 negative) has on average 
generated about two-fifths of 

its reported EBITDA from operations in 
South Africa (Ba1 negative) in the last few 
years. Our scenario analysis suggests at 
least a Baa3 rating would be sustainable 
in the unlikely event that earnings from 
South Africa halved, assuming mid-cycle 
industry conditions. However, under 
the most extreme and unlikely tail risk 
scenario of zero earnings from South 
Africa, Anglo American’s existing Baa2 
rating might come under pressure sooner 
and the company might not remain 
investment grade, as reflected in the 
current negative outlook, but it would 
retain a solid financial profile. 

A growing mining asset base in several 
highly rated countries mitigates exposure 
to South Africa. We expect EBITDA 
contributions from the company’s copper, 
diamond, iron ore and metallurgical coal 
operations in Chile (A1 stable), Peru (A3 
stable), Botswana (A2 negative), Brazil 

(Ba2 stable) and Australia (Aaa stable) to 
gradually increase in the next few years. 
This will improve Anglo American’s 
geographical diversification and reduce its 
reliance on assets in South Africa. 

Proposed changes to South Africa’s 
exchange controls and the removal of 
special requirements for the company will 
strengthen liquidity. We expect proposals 
to bring South Africa’s capital controls 
into line with OECD guidelines and 
the removal of the special requirements 
imposed on Anglo American when it 
changed its primary listing to the UK in 
1999 will be implemented. These moves 
will be positive for the company’s liquidity 
and wider credit profile. Currently, Anglo 
American needs to get reserve bank 
approval to move cash outside the country 
and keep it abroad. 

 Anglo American is not immune to a 
drastically weaker operating environment 
in South Africa. Despite relative resilience 
to substantially lower earnings from 
South Africa, Anglo American is not 

Moody’s on Anglo American  

A trip on London’s underground 
is rarely a relaxing experience, but 
the Covid-19 pandemic has added 

an extra level of anxiety for many.
I’m off to try out a new technology that 

promises to train my brain to relax. Sitting 
far apart from other passengers in the 
carriage while wearing a hot surgical mask, 
I’m hoping it works.

I’m meeting Dr Jamil El-Imad who 
enjoyed a successful career in the 
computer industry before, in his words, 
“getting sucked into neuroscience”. The 
Lebanese-born IT expert knew all about 
computer languages and was intrigued by 
the similarities between data and the way 
the brain processes information.

Recognising the potential of virtual 
reality devices he worked on how to use 
cloud computing techniques to capture 
and analyse brain signals and create 
a machine to replicate the meditation 
experience.

Neuroplasticity, the adaptability of the 
brain, is the science here. Neurons, the 
circuits of the brain, become stronger 
the more they are exercised. They are 
changeable. And they are individual. 
Neurons gripped Dr El-Imad. He sees our 
neurons as “a forest where every tree is 
different”. This means that each person 
needs their own approach to gaining 
mental resilience.

His innovation was to integrate the 
technology of the electroencephalogram 
(EEG), which monitors electrical activity 
in the brain, with a virtual reality headset. 
The combination means that the response 
of the subject’s brain to images can be 
measured.

The biofeedback can be analysed 
instantly using the affordable computer 
power offered by cloud computing, 
industrial levels of data processing rented 
over the internet.

Murali Doraiswamy, professor of 
psychiatry and behavioural sciences at 
Duke University School of Medicine in 
North Carolina in the US and a former 
adviser to Dr El-Imad’s company 
NeuroPro, says that meditation and the 
whole realm of mindfulness are proven 
treatments for some conditions.

“There are many types of mindfulness 
and it’s not a panacea. But in the last 30 
years mindfulness has gone from fringe 
science to the mainstream. It can be as 
effective as medication in preventing a 
recurrence of depression. It won’t be for 
everyone, but it can change our outlook.”

The first contact I get with this system, 
called the Dream Machine, is when the 
EEG headset is slipped over my forehead. 
It’s a semi-circular band containing 
sensors that transmit wireless signals 
revealing just what is going on in my brain.

The EEG headset takes feeds from my 
level of attention and will register when 
my mind veers off course. Over multiple 
sessions this should help subjects to master 
their own mind and gain more control 
over their thoughts, which is a definition of 
mindfulness.

The VR headset is not a bulky helmet. 
In fact there’s no sense of the weight due 
to a springy coil that holds it and takes the 
weight off your head. Without that weight 
there’s no sense of enclosure either.

Hearing ethereal pipe music, I see an 
island floating in space. Waves lap on 
a beach and beyond giant Easter Island 
statues are planted among the rocks and 
palm trees. White feathers float on the 
breeze. I am told they symbolise freedom 
and my breathing keeps them floating.

I move on to the beach and find myself 

on the sand looking towards the statues 
planted to my right. But a white fog 
appears in front of me, which ebbs and 
flows as I try to focus on the faces of the 
statues.

That sea mist keeps returning to block 
my view because I’m losing my focus on 
the moment, and hence am not sufficiently 
relaxed.

Focusing on the moment takes some 
effort. I’m hindered by a journalist’s 
instinct to note events. Dr El-Imad tells 
me that our minds wander for 50% of our 
waking hours so excluding other thoughts 
is a challenge we all face.

I capture the statues in sharp definition 
from time to time and emerge shocked 
that I was in the machine for five minutes. 
It felt like two or three as I narrowed my 
thoughts on the scene in front of me.

Beside this set-up a laptop screen reflects 
the signals the EEG captured leaking 
out of my brain. It shows areas of my 
consciousness lighting up. This data is 
saved for analytic purposes. Anonymised 
and encrypted it can be sent on to 
neuroscience researchers.

I’m given a score that defines my level 
of concentration and provides a target 
for improvement. Dr El-Imad thinks my 
neurons have behaved pretty well for a first 
outing, rating 30% concentration.

The sense of escape that comes with 
sliding into a floating island vision did 
dilute the anxiety spurred by my tube 
journey. And the hovering Easter Island 
stage set is just one virtual location option 
among promised relaxing spots.

Rolling out the Dream Machine to the 
public should not be expensive. NeuroPro 
uses off-the-shelf technology, with VR 
and EEG hardware costing no more than 
£1,000 in total.

Possible sites for this service include 
gyms and fitness centres. Alternatively, 
it could be installed in chill-out rooms in 
corporate offices, relieving employees of 
anxiety and allowing the company to retain 
good talent.

This is where Alastair Campbell, former 
Labour Party communications chief and 
mental health campaigner, thinks the 
technology might have a real impact.

Mr Campbell has lectured businesses on 
the significance of mindfulness and says 
the corporate world’s view of mental health 
has changed a lot.

“We’ve underplayed the importance 
of how employees use their brains. I’ve 
definitely seen a change. In the City banks 
now realise that it’s not smart if they invest 
a lot in someone who then burns out.”

In a service economy protecting 
employee brainpower through mental 
health initiatives makes sense, says Mr 
Campbell.

He’s reserving judgement on the Dream 
Machine itself. “I’m always interested in 
anything that gets people talking about 
mental health. You can’t spend your life 
walking around with a Dream Machine on 
your head but you can train your mind to 
work differently.”

The Dream Machine emerged from the 
mind of a technologist. But Dr El-Imad 
concedes that a smartphone society is bad 
for our brains. “We live in an attention-
seeking economy, one that distracts us and 
puts pressure on us. We are not a multi-
tasking species!”

So it could be our neurons need the 
Dream Machine to help us dodge the 
world technology has built. Mr Campbell 
agrees. “I have to keep reminding myself 
of the pointlessness of Twitter, of going 
through your phone all the time.” [BBC] 

Training your brain to 
relax on a virtual island

fully immune to a drastically weaker 
operating environment in the country. 
We continue to see a link between the 
South African sovereign rating and Anglo 
American’s rating, but could potentially 
tolerate a wider rating gap than the 
current two notches. Anglo American’s 

growing earnings outside South Africa 
and the implementation of the proposed 
changes to the country’s exchange control 
framework could support a larger gap 
between their ratings under mid-cycle 
industry conditions.  [Moody’s Investor 
Services] 

Dr Jamil El-Imad (right) worked in the computer industry before moving into 
neuroscience
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M ajor Moves Comedy is 
back with yet another 
rib cracking lineup for 

their monthly event this August. 
First Friday Comedy which has 
been successfully happening every 
first Friday is back with a bang after 
being suspended because of the 
corona pandemic. Following the 
easing of restrictions, the audience 
will be treated to too much hilarity 
and great silliness from a variety of 
comics as they take to the stage on 
Friday the 7th of August.

The amusing and funny lineup 
will feature top local comedians for 
the first event post lock down. The 
stellar lineup that has resident host 
Onkgopotse ‘Mdala Ka Tjeludo’ 
Mugende will feature humorous 
comedy from Boniface ‘Roy’ Phetolo, 
Queen of comedy Malebogo ‘Lebo 
English’ Lekgowa, Maatla Ephraim 
Basha, and Ndiye ‘Triccs’ Tampa. 
The event will also bring upcoming 
comedians to the forefront as new 
comedians will be introduced and 
given a chance to share stage with 
these established acts.

 “Since lock down comedians 
have been longing to showcase 

their talent on stage. With the new 
normal most have used different 
social media platforms, however for 
stand up comedians the stage is still 
the best place for them to showcase. 
With these monthly events we also 
develop and nurture talent especially 
those who have been active on 
social media in our quest to create a 
sustainable market and monetizing 
the talent.” said events coordinator 
Gaolathe Kediemetse. 

The event will follow the 
Covid-19 regulations and thus 
patrons will among others be 
required to put on masks, register 
to get into the event, sanitize, 
practice social distancing, and 
happen in less than 2 hours. “We 
are excited to be hosting the event 
under the new normal and will be 
following the Covid-19 regulations. 
We have limited tickets available 
for the event which will also enable 
social distancing and we will have 
a dedicated Safety Officer to ensure 
the regulations are being followed. 
We want to develop and contribute 
positively to lives of the comedians 
while protecting the health of our 
patrons”, added Kediemetse. 

Friday 
ribcracker!

Culture Spears album coming!  

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

A ll is not lost for the 
once formidable traditional 
group, Culture Spears 

as one of its founding members, 
Kabelo Mogwe has not ruled out the 
possibility of them releasing another 
joint album together as a group in 
the nearby future.    

Many of Culture Spears 
followers are desperately calling 
for the artists to release another 
full album at least for their sake. 
Following their split some years 
back the three lead members, 
Magdeline Lesolebe popularly 
known as Charma Gal, Thembeni 
‘Ramozara’ Ramosetlheng and 
Mogwe of Kulenyane trademark 
then pursued successful solo careers. 
The group at the time had already 
released a couple of albums such as 
Kuweletsana, Kulenyana, Kulanche, 
Khudu, Korone and Kokomochane 
together. Few years down the line, 

the artists at one point came back 
and even toured Gaborone taking 
revelers back to the time when the 
group was still in full force.    

In his latest solo album 
titled Didimala Moratiwa released 
this year Mogwe featured both 
Ramozara and Charma Gal. The 
collaboration fueled the hope 
that the three are headed for a 
reunion. Mogwe featured Charma 
Gal on a hit song titled ‘Sibi’ and 
while Ramozara was featured 
on track number four (4) titled 
‘Bantomi.’ In the album which was 
released just before the start of 
Covid-19 induced lockdown Mogwe 
also featured South African song star, 
Slindile as well as DJ Siya of Namibia. 
The album is his third as a solo 
artist following two other released, 
Dibeisane and Lebante. 

In an interview with The 
Patriot Lifestyle Mogwe said the 
collaboration is a sign that they are 
heading towards the idea of maybe 
releasing another album together. 

The traditional music sensation 
says it advisable that they start with 
something small together before they 
can think of working on an album. 

“Featuring them ke gone jaka re 
atumelana gore kamoso ebe jaanong 
re ka akanyetsa album, re ne re cheka 
di mic and we are happy that people 
have responded positively to our 
latest songs together,” Mogwe hinted.    

He confirmed that as it is their 
wish they will in future possibly 
release another joint album. The 
down to earth artist stressed that as 
for now they will however continue 
to work together on their past 
albums whilst continuing with their 
solo careers. Ramozara also shared 
the same sentiments concurring that 
it is their wish to work on an album 
together in future as culture spears. 
He pointed that the only challenge is 
that they are all currently held up by 
commitments to their solo careers. 

“Myself I have already been 
working with Kabelo its is only 
Charma who is held up by other 

commitments but obviously 
when she steps in we will work on 
something,” Ramozara stressed. Even 
though Charma Gal could not be 
reached but she was also previously 
quoted in other media publications 
saying that she will work together 
with Culture Spears more often going 
forward.

As it would have been expected 
the collaboration album like their 
other past albums is not only rocking 
in Botswana but has also hit in 
other foreign countries especially 
in neighbouring South Africa and 
Namibia. Some of the songs have 
also attracted over one million views 
in Culture Spears YouTube Channel. 
Mogwe said the album is also in high 
demand for purchase from their 
online store. Meanwhile Mogwe 
has indicated that the covid-19 
outbreak came at a time when they 
were scheduled to perform in about 
17 various entertainment events 
in South Africa lamenting that the 
pandemic disrupted all of that. 

The Open Society 
Foundations has announced 
the 2020 cohort of the 

Soros Arts Fellowship, including 10 
artists, curators, cultural organisers, 
and researchers working at the 
intersection of migration, public 
space, and the arts. 

From Brazil, Botswana, Jamaica, 
Nigeria, Palestine, St. Croix, Syria, 
Tlingít Aaní, the United States, and 
their respective diasporas, the Soro 
Arts fellows selected each receive 
an $80,000 stipend to realize an 
ambitious project over the next 
18 months.Meleko Mokgosi (New 
York, New York, United States/
Botswana) is among those selected 
for sponsorship. He will create a 
series of artworks and a digital 
archive that engage histories of 
Pan-Africanism in popular southern 
African photo novels and advocate 
for a reconceptualisation of Black 
consciousness, as a necessary 

instrument to fight institutionalised 
racism and build trans-continental 
alliances. “We are honoured to 
support this extraordinary group 
of artists and cultural producers, 
whose work explores the realities of 
migration, diaspora, and indigeneity 
from a range of perspectives,” 
said Rashida Bumbray, director 
of the Open Society Culture and 
Art programme. “The COVID-19 
pandemic and the current global 
reckoning with systemic injustice 
magnifies inequities in our societies 
that marginalized communities have 
faced for generations. That’s why 
the work of our fellows is so urgent, 
as they work on the frontlines of 
culture to advance self-determined 
narratives and inspire collective 
change.”

Now in its third year, the Soros 
Arts Fellowship builds on the 
Culture and Art program’s focus on 
the aesthetic, political, and capacity 

needs of arts leaders, individual 
artists, and cultural activists. Beyond 
supporting specific projects, the 
fellowship advances the broader 
practice of socially engaged artists 
and cultural producers through 
opportunities for personalised 
professional development and 
mentorship.

Working in diverse forms and 
global contexts, fellows will pursue 
projects of their own design. These 
include: collaboration between 
performing artists and social activists 
to document an alternative history 
of Syrian migration; sustainable 
sculptures in Jamaica’s Cockpit 
Country, an area of historic 
Maroon resistance now threatened 
by environmentally destructive 
policies; and performances exploring 
connections in Brazil between 
colonization, slavery, and the sugar 
cane trade and today’s struggles for 
racial justice.

Mokgosi named 2020 Soros Arts Fellow 

Culture spears

Meleko in the art studio 
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IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF GABORONE  HELD AT  GABORONE
 CASE NO: CCMBR-00010/18

RAMOCHANA KOLOBE PLAINTIFF
AND
TSAONE KOLOBE DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the judgement granted by the above honourable 
court defendant” property will be sold by public  auction  by the deputy sheriff  Gaone  Ratsoma to 
the highest bidder as follows ;

DATE OF SALE: 21 AUGUST 2020
PLACE OF SALE: BROADHURST POLICE STATION
TIME: 10:00 AM
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:  HONDA FIT, REGISTRATION NO: B114BGB, BLUE IN COLOUR

TERMS OF SALE: Cash  or guaranteed cheque

DATED AT GABORONE  THIS 28 JULY 2020

DEPUTY SHERIFF
GAONE RANTSOMA
P O BOX 25719
GABORONE
72402881/72199179

Notice to Debtors and Creditors

Masters Reference: ESHGB-000020/19

IN THE STATE of the late John Tebogo Phutietsile who died at Peleng 
Ward, Lobatse in Southern Administrative District of Botswana on the 19th 
November 2018

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Debtors and Creditors in the above estate 
are hereby required to pay their debts and file claims of whatever nature 
with the undersigned within (30) days after publication hereof/

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 27TH DAY OF MARCH 2020
Margaret Phutietsile, The Executor, P.O.Box 3187
Gaborone, Cellular phone 73189599/71406019

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

B otswana Athletics 
Association (BAA) is 
hopeful that the country’s 

athletics team will at least bring 
home three medals from the Tokyo 
Olympic Games billed for summer 
next year.

Post lockdown the association 
will next weekend (August 8th) host 
their first track and field competition 
in preparation of the upcoming 
Olympic games. The competition 
will be held at the National Stadium 
and is expected to attract various 
contestant comprising of both 
amateur and professional athletes. 

In an interview with The Patriot 

Sport, BAA Vice President, Oabona 
Theetso said the competition are 
meant to help prepare more of 
their athletes to qualify for the 
Olympic games. Theetso says they 
have decided to start hosting local 
competitions as early as possible 
because most of their preparations 
time has already been lost due to 
the covid-19 pandemic. Just like 
any other sporting code athletics 
activities were also from April 
suspended for almost three months 
as a precautionary measure to help 
avoid the spread of corona-virus in 
Botswana.

“The competitions will place our 
athletes in a very good shape in 
order to help us qualify as many 
as possible when the athletics 

qualification period opens,” he 
indicated. The period is expected to 
commence in December this year 
and ends on the 29th of June next 
year for all events. 

Theetso said they are hoping to 
qualify at least five more athletes 
to add on to the other four who 
have already qualified. The five 
he indicated comprise of Issac 
Makwala, Baboloki Thebe, Karabo 
Sibanda, Leungo Scotch as well as 
Boitumelo Masilo. Theetso added 
that they are also hoping for both of 
their women and men 400m relay 
teams to also cement their place at 
the Olympics. Amantle Montsho, 
Christina Botlogetswe, Galefele 
Moroko and Nijel Amos have 
already qualified for the Olympics 

Nijel, Amantle target 
Olympic medals A Swiss special prosecutor 

has launched criminal 
proceedings against 

FIFA president Gianni Infantino, 
authorities in Switzerland said on 
Thursday, as part of an investigation 
into suspected collusion between 
him and the country’s Attorney 
General, Michael Lauber.

In a statement, authorities said 
special prosecutor Stefan Keller “has 
reached the conclusion that...there 
are indications of criminal conduct” 
in relation to meetings between 
Infantino, Lauber and another 
official, Rinaldo Arnold.

“This concerns abuse of public 
office, breach of official secrecy, 
assisting offenders and incitement to 
these acts,” the authorities said.

Infantino has not denied that the 
meetings took place and continued 
to defend his actions.

“To meet with the Attorney 
General of Switzerland is perfectly 
legitimate and it’s perfectly legal,” he 
said in a statement released by FIFA.

“It’s no violation of anything. On 
the contrary, it is also part of the 
fiduciary duties of the president of 
FIFA.” Lauber resigned last week 
over his handling of a corruption 
investigation targeting world 
football’s troubled governing body.

Infantino and Lauber are said to 
have held a series of meetings in 
2016 and 2017. Two such meetings 
were initially exposed in 2018 by 
“Football Leaks”, a cross-border 
investigation by several European 
news organisations.

Like Infantino, Lauber has denied 
any wrongdoing. Lauber was in 
charge of Switzerland’s probe 
into the corruption scandal that 
exploded at the heart of FIFA in 
2015.

The scandal erupted when Swiss 
police in May that year raided a 
luxury hotel in Zurich before dawn, 
arresting a number of top football 

FIFA boss faces criminal probe 

officials. The Swiss judiciary under 
Lauber quickly opened criminal 
proceedings against then-FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter and other top 
officials.

Blatter was eventually removed 
in 2015 and Infantino took over as 
FIFA president in 2016.

“It has been my aim from day one, 
and it remains my aim, to assist the 
authorities with investigating past 
wrongdoings at FIFA,” Infantino 
insisted.

“FIFA officials have met with 
prosecutors in other jurisdictions 
across the world for exactly these 
purposes.

“People have been convicted 
and sentenced, thanks to FIFA’s 
cooperation, and especially in the 
United States of America, where our 
cooperation has resulted in over 40 
criminal convictions.

“Therefore, I remain fully 
supportive of the judicial process, 
and FIFA remains willing to fully 
cooperate with the Swiss authorities 
for these purposes.”

Lauber, 54, has denied accusations 
that he lied about the meetings but 
is also under criminal investigation.

A Swiss parliamentary 
commission decided in May to open 
proceedings against Lauber over 

“well-founded suspicion of serious 
violation of the duties of office either 
intentionally or by gross negligence”, 
which risked seeing him sacked.

Previously Lauber had been 
docked five percent of his salary 
-- reduced from eight percent on 
appeal -- following a disciplinary 
probe which found that he had 
repeatedly lied when questions were 
raised about the FIFA investigation.

Arnold, meanwhile, is a childhood 
friend of Infantino’s who went on 
to become a senior prosecutor in 
Switzerland’s Haut-Valais region 
where they grew up.

In April a Swiss newspaper, 
the Tribune de Geneve, alleged 
that Infantino wrote to Arnold 
after becoming “worried” about 
an investigation into him by the 
country’s Office of the Attorney 
General (OAG) in relation to his 
awarding of a television rights 
contract to an offshore company 
in his previous role as UEFA’s legal 
affairs director.

FIFA responded to that report by 
saying that emails referred to in the 
newspaper’s article were “obviously 
obtained by hacking, which is an 
illegal and criminal act.” [AFP.
COM]

Games. 
“Its an issue of how much do we 

do to ensure that the remaining 
athletes also qualifies and that the 
qualified team can bring home 
something from the Olympics,” 
Theetso said, indicating that they 
are looking at at least three medals. 
The association is specifically 
pinning their hopes on the country’s 
800 meters runner, Nijel Amos, 
former World Champion, Amantle 
Montsho and the male relay team to 
bring home medals.

“Nijel Amos has brought us an 
Olympic medal before so we expect 
him to bring another one again this 
time around. We are also expecting 
for Amantle Montsho to also have 
a podium finish at the games since 
she is also in good shape at the 
moment. We also expect our male 
relay team to also challenge for the 
honours at the Olympics,” indicated 
Theetso as he shared BAA’s targets. 

Meanwhile the association 
has indicated that the upcoming 
track and field meet will be done 
into two sessions (a morning and 
afternoon session) for the purposes 
of compliance to the Covid-19 
pandemic regulations. BAA Vice 
President explained that the idea 
will help avoid congestion at the 
stadium and also allow for the place 
to be disinfected before another 
session could resume. Activities for 
the morning session will comprise 
of 400m men and women, 800m 
men races whereas those for the 
afternoon session will be high jump 
for men,100 and 200m race for both 
men and women. Athletics Clubs 
are yet to register their athletes who 
will participate at the competitions.

Christina Botlogetswe Amantle Montsho

FIFA President Gianni Infantino

[PICS:PRESSPHOTO]
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T
he BFA electoral appeals committe 
on Thursday gave presidential aspirants, 
Ookeditse Malesu and Tebego Sebego a 

new lease of life by reinstating them to the race 
by overturning an earlier decision which vetted 
them out of running for the highest office in 
Botswana football. Commenting on the appeals 
committe outcome, Malesu said he has been in 
talks with Tebogo Sebego throughout the whole 
process as both felt they had no cases to answer 
to. Congratulating Sebego, Malesu emphasised 

the need to continue working together to 
advance football in Botswana. 

On Friday, Malesu said they had complete 
confidence in the appeals committee  as they 
are a team of men and women of integrity and 
highly rated in society. “Our belief is that BFA 
should be run in a professional manner without 
fear or favor. Football should always be the 
winner in any dispute or disagreement and that 
is what we believe in as Team Malesu,” he said. 

“I applaud the BFA Appeals Committee for 
displaying great professionalism and maturity in 
dealing with my appeal. I thank my wife, family, 
friends, football followers, all the delegates 

who put pressure behind the scenes, media for 
standing up firm for the rule of law and above 
all my team the Dream Team the ambassadors 
of football. I want football supporters to 
understand that leadership is not for everyone 
and it is not easy to get genuine leaders in this 
era. However, Botswana football is extremely 
blessed to have alternatives. I have shown my 
zeal that I’m not easily shaken all is now in the 
hands of the delegates to rescue our beautiful 
game of football,” said Malesu.

Eyes on the Ball 
“What a remarkable day in the history of 

our football. I am humbled to confirm that 

the BFA Elections Appeals Board has ruled 
against the Elections Committee and endorsed 
my candidacy for the BFA Presidency in the 
impending NEC elections. This decision indeed 
confirms that there is still hope in our journey 
to restore the credibility of this beautiful game. 

I express my deepest gratitude to all of you 
who stood by me during this time, and sincerely 
thank you for believing in me and my team. 
Ours is a vision to restore, transform and grow 
Botswana football, and we are confident that 
together with you, we will realise this dream. 
Tribute to the Elections Appeals committee, for 
their professionalism and good ethics. This is 

indeed a great day for Botswana football. May 
the best man win” -Tebogo Sebego.

Team Maclean had been invited to comment 
on the developments surrounding the elections 
but had not done so at the time of going to 
print. 

The Candidates 
1. Team Malesu 
Ookeditse Malesu 
Ngele Gabriel Ngele     VP1    
Solly Ramochothwane  VP2
Women Representative 
Joy Setshedi 
Additional members 

Sebego, Malesu cleared!

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

T
he Covid 19 lockdown imposed on 
Greater Gaborone starting Friday has 
raised doubts about the upcoming 

Botswana Football Association (BFA) 
Ordinary General Assembly slated for 
August 22, despite intensified campaigns by 
candidates. 

The lockdown is set to end around August 
14th, a few days before the general assembly. 
There is concern that the emergency extreme 
social distancing is going to disrupt the 
Electoral Committee Board’s preparations and 
candidates’ campaigns as things are currently 
on tandstill. BFA Chief Executive Officer, 
Mfolo Mfolo, could not say whether the 
assembly will be postponed or not due to the 
new developments. Mfolo said the last notice 
seven days before the assembly is the one 
that will determine what is going to happen 
thereafter, noting that as for now they will 
stick to the one which says that the elections 
shall be held on August 22. 

“When you put a notice you assume that 
things are normal until the last day or closer 
to that day. When we realise that things 
are abnormal that is when we can make a 
determination,”explained Mfolo, stressing that 
they continue observing the unfolding covid-
19 situation.

By Thursday, the association’s Secretariat 
as well as its Electoral Committee Board 

remained hopeful and somehow adamant 
that the elections shall proceed as planned. 
On Tuesday the association announced that 
the much anticipated assembly will take place 
on Saturday 22 August 2020 at Francistown, 
not August 8th as it was initially scheduled. 
This comes after the BFA National Executive 
Committee (NEC) received a request from the 
Electoral Committee noting that the elections 
candidature procedure (evaluation and 
publication of official names of candidates) has 
taken longer than was initially planned. The 
NEC therefore considered the request to be 
justified so as to ensure the smooth running of 
the electoral process and to promote a fair and 
credible election.

Even before the lockdown, another 
major hurdle that the BFA Assembly had to 
overcome was compliance with Covid-19 
protocols set by government. Despite 
government having lifted restrictions for 
the holding of meetings, workshops and 
conferences there however remain provisions 
that should be abided by. Provisions which 
some do not favour for the association to 
proceed with the assembly. This include 
provision (a) which explains that a meetings, 
workshops or a conferences shall not have 
more than 75 persons in attendance at any 
time and also provision (b) which states that 
a person shall not travel across COVID zones 
for purposes of such similar gatherings.

Mfolo acknowledged that the number 
of people attending the assembly would 

P ost covid-19 induced lockdown 
in many countries around the 
world, Staff Writer, JOSEPH 

KGAMANYANE this week had a light 
chat with Olympic silver medalist, Nijel 
Amos who is based in Oregon, US just to 
check on how the athlete has been doing 
and of course his target for the upcoming 
2021 Tokyo Olympic Games.

Where are you currently based 
overseas?

After four years of Olympic circle 
from London 2012 to Rio I was based in 
Potchefstroom, South Africa but after 
that Olympic circle, I then joined Nike 
sponsored -Oregon Track Club Elite in 
Eugene, Oregon, USA.

Under what contract?
I’m Nike sponsored athlete and the club 

is middle-distance and long-distance Nike 
athletes focused. 

How were you affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic?

We get our income through races so no 
race means no payments so yes I do feel 
the pandemic strain financially, emotional 
and health-wise, there is however a great 
positive side that now with Olympics next 
year we got to try other things and see 
what works and what doesn’t, how far the 
body can go will help to get ready for the 
Olympics.

BFA Assembly doomed
ordinarily be over 100 obviously exceeding 
the required 75 persons. The attendants would 
normally include delegates, members of NEC 
and those of the electoral committee board, 
standing committee, associate partners, BNSC 
representative as well as football veterans. 
Mfolo indicated that they would for now do 
all possible to try and stick to the required 
number of 75 attendants.

That as it may, BFA still face another 
challenge of how their delegates would be 
allowed by health authorities to travel across 
various COVID zones to attend a gathering 
in Francistown, something which is against 
the set regulations. Seventeen (17) regions 
from around the country as well as other BFA 
structures comprising of Women Football, 
National First Divisions and the Premier 
League are expected to send their delegates to 
the general assembly. Without dwelling into 
details Mfolo told  The Patriot Sport they are 
still trying to address the issue at hand. He 
had been asked to comment on progress made 
about the request made by BFA to Botswana 
National Sports Commission (BNSC) and the 
Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sports and 
Culture Development for a waiver over the 
impeding set health provisions. Meanwhile 
Mfolo has indicated that preparations for 
the much anticipated assembly are on track. 
Efforts to get a comment from the Covid-19 
Task Force as to such waiver could be possible 
has not been successful.

Theresa Hirschfield-Mosetse, 
Davies Mlungisi Kopi
Tokyo Modise
2. Team Maclean 
Maclean Letshwiti [President]
Pelotshweu Marshlow Motlogelwa VP1 
Masego Ntshingane                          VP2
Women’s representative 
Tsoseletso Magang
Additional members 
Alec Fela 
Chandy Moruti
Tico Marenga Kamati 
3. Team Sebego 
Tebogo Sebego [President] 
Maokaneng Bontshetse VP1 
Senky Sesinyi                  VP2 
Women’s Representative 
Itsholeng Disang
Additional members 
Carlos Sebina 
Marcos Letebele 
Kesego Okie

#Tokyo2021

Amos targets Gold 
measures were put in place to avoid the 
spread of Covid-19. So I kept on that step 
by step little by the little training set mode 
on.

Tell us about the races you have already 
participated in after lockdown and the 
results?

I have raced two individual races so 
far the one we were raising funds for 
homelessness and some food banks so I 
raced 600m for that. Won it, virtual race. 
The second one was an opportunity now to 
race with people again and won it .Before 
the race we undergo two tests for COVID 
19 the last one being two days before the 
competition. 

How was your performance, has it 
somehow been affected by the pandemic 
break?

At this point with all going on for me 
it’s not about performance it’s about 
appreciating the opportunity to do what I 
love again and it’s been a great feeling.

Tell us about your next upcoming 
races?

Not yet certain if I will race or call it 
a season so I’m back to winter training 
earlier than all years that means more time 
for kind of workouts will make me strong 
for rounds at championships.

What is your target for the 2021 
Olympics?

My aim /goal is to finish on the podium. 
God bless my work who knows maybe I 
will walk away with that Gold.

Alright cheers mate!
Thank you for featuring me Sir.

When did you return back to track and 
how has it been?

With all uncertainty that was on if the 
Olympics will happen or not we had to 
keep on doing what we can do with spaces 
and all we had under the regulation and 

Malesu Sebego [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

Amos


