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More Than 63 000 Public Servants Are Expected At 
Work As Gradual Opening Of The Economy Starts
STAFF WRITER

Botswana like other countries 
across the world and in 
the continent has started 
implementing measures to 
gradually open up the economic 
activity by easing the extreme 
social distancing put in place on 
March 30, to curb the spread of 
the covid-19 pandemic. As the 
country moved into phase 2 of 
the lock down, which started 
on Friday May 8 to May 15, 50% 
of the entire public service is 
expected back at work, an 
increase of 25% from the number 
that has been at work since 
lockdown.

For the private sector, 25 % of 
the selected companies’ work 
force is also allowed back to 
work during this phase under 
strict adherence to health 
requirements in the workplace.

Following the affirming 
of regulations allowing for 
the opening of the economy 
by parliament last week, 
Permanent Secretary to the 
President Elias Magosi over the 
weekend highlighted that the 
pandemic has haemorrhaged 
the economy, and the phased 
controlled economic activity 
will be strictly guided by the 
advice of the health officials.

Magosi said with the certain 
numbers of workers expected 
back at work today, social 

distancing measures will 
still have to be adhered to as 
prescribed.

Director of Public Service 
M a n a g e m e n t  G o i t s e o n e 
Mosalakatane has said that 
during the phase two of the 
process to ease the lockdown, 
from May 8th to May 14th , 
more than 63 000 of the public 
service, which is 50% will be 
back at work. She further said 
during the third phase, which 
will run from May 15th to May 
21, they expect 75 % of the public 
service to be back at work, while 
a 100 % return to business will 
resume at the beginning of June. 

She further said teachers, 
who expected to resume work 
to prepare for the opening of 
schools will be among those 
that will be going back to work 
during the second phase of the 
lockdown. Mosalakatane also 
said the new normal adopted 
during the lockdown should 
be continued into the future, 
especially those of flexi work 
and working remotely from 
home.

The national covid-19 task 
force Coordinator Dr Kereng 
Masupu has indicated that as 
of May 9, more than 10 000 
people have been tested, with 
23 positive cases recorded, 1 
death and 12 recovery cases 
recorded.

Masupu cautioned that as 

workers both in the public and 
private sector return to work 
during the second phase, strict 
adherence to health measures 
to control the virus will still 
have to be followed. These are 
social distancing and the new 
requirements for the use of face 
masks when in public spaces.

Masupu further said under the 
new regulations and guidelines, 
people will be expected to 
continue staying home while 
it is mandatory that only 25% 
of the companies’ workforce 
return to work as the economy 
begins a gradual opening up. 

Masupu further said during 
the second phase, permits will 
continue to be a requirement for 
movement, with the addition of 
a pink permit that will facilitate 
the movement of workers 
travelling back to their work 
places from different parts of 

the country. 
Masupu said the pink permit 

will be valid for 14 days, adding 
that the intention is to have 
employees return to work in a 
phased approach to avoid mass 
movement of people from across 
the country at the same time. It 
indicates that the incremental 
approach will ensure that the 
COVID19 pandemic continues 
to be managed in an effective 
manner to avoid a sudden and 
uncontrollable outbreak. 

Those workers who will be 
classified to return to work 
during the third phase - May 15  
to May 21 will also be expected 
to use the pink permit to 
travel back to work. Relevant 
ministries continues to guide 
their respective sectors on the 
process to follow to return to 
work incrementally.

National Covid-19 Task Force National Covid-19 Task Force 
Coordinator Dr Kereng Masupu Coordinator Dr Kereng Masupu 
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Nil            Nil

Ordinary savings       0.20%             0.20%          100

Special savings       0.30% - 0.65%         0.30% - 0.65%      500

Letsibogo          0.30% - 0.85%         0.30% - 0.85%      0

Tlamelo mortgage savings  1.50%             1.50%          250

Lerako savings       1.00% - 2.75%         1.00% - 2.75%      25000

Paid up deposit       1.10%             1.10%          200

Subscription depositSubscription deposit     1.75%             1.75%          200

Fixed term deposit      0.75%-3.85%         0.75% -3.85%      1000

12months fixed deposit    0.75%-1.05%         0.75%-1.05%       1000-200,000

24months fixed deposit    1.20%-2.80%         1.20%-2.80%       1000-200,000

Over 24months        1.70%- 3.85%         1.70%- 3.85%          1000-200,000

Prime lending rate                      5.75%

30-04-20

Madagascar is putting its 
self-proclaimed, plant-based 
“cure” for COVID-19 on sale 
and several countries in Africa 
have already put in orders for 
purchase, despite warnings from 
the World Health Organisation 
that its efficacy is unproven.

Last month President Andry 
Rajoelina launched the remedy 
at a news conference, drinking 
from a sleekly-branded bottle 
filled with an amber liquid 
which he said had already cured 
two people.

On Friday, a Tanzanian 
delegation arrived in Madagascar 
to collect their consignment.

The tonic, based on the plant 
Artemisia annua which has anti-
malarial properties, has not 
undergone any internationally 
recognised scientific testing. 
While Rajoelina extolled its 
virtues, the WHO cautioned it 
needs to be tested for efficacy 
and side effects.

Madagascar has been giving 
away thousands of bottles 
of “COVID-19 Organics”, 
developed by the state-run 
Malagasy Institute of Applied 
Research.

Tanzania, Equatorial Guinea, 
Central African Republic, the 
Republic of Congo, and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Liberia, and Guinea Bissau have 
all already received thousands 
of doses of COVID-19 Organics 
free of charge.

A legal  adviser in the 
president’s office told Reuters 
on Wednesday that Madagascar 
would now begin selling the 
remedy, which domestically 
can be bought for around 40 
U.S. cents per bottle.

“This remedy can be put on 
the market,” Marie Michelle 
Sahondrarimalala, director of 
Legal Studies at the Presidency, 
told Reuters in an interview 
on Wednesday. “Madagascar 
has already received orders 
from state authorities in other 
countries, but also from private 
individuals.”

Heads of other African 
countries said they were placing 
orders.

Isolated compounds extracted 
from Artemisia are effective in 
malaria drugs, the WHO noted, 
but the plant itself cannot treat 
malaria.

WHO Africa head Matshidiso 
Moeti said she was concerned 
people who drank the product 
might feel they were immune to 
COVID-19 and engage in risky 
behaviour.

“We are concerned that touting 
this product as a preventive 
measure might then make people 
feel safe,” she said.

Guinea Bissau has received 
over 16,000 doses which it is 
distributing to the 14 other West 
African nations. Liberia’s deputy 

Information Minister Eugene 
Farghon said this week there 
was no plan to test the remedy 
before distribution. 

“It will be used by Liberians 
and will be used on Liberians,” 
he said, noting WHO had not 
tested other popular local 
remedies. “Madagascar is an 
African country ... Therefore, 
we will proceed as an African 

nation and will continue to use 
our African herbs.”

By Thursday, Madagascar had a 
total 225 confirmed coronavirus 
cases, 98 recoveries, and no 
deaths.

The African Union (AU) said 
on Monday that it was trying to 
get Madagascar’s technical data 
on the remedy, and would pass 
that to the Africa Centres for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
for evaluation.

“This review will be based 
on global technical and ethical 

norms to garner the necessary 
scientific evidence,” the AU said. 

(Reuters.)

Madagascar Coronavirus herbal mix 
draws Demand from across Africa 
Despite WHO Misgivings
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A new study by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Regional 
Office for Africa has found that 
eighty-three thousand to 190 
000 people in Africa could die 
of COVID-19 and 29 million to 
44 million could get infected in 
the first year of the pandemic 
if containment measures fail.
The research, which is based on 
prediction modelling, looks at 
47 countries in the WHO African 
Region with a total population 
of one billion.

The new estimates are 
based on modifying the risk 
of transmission and disease 

severity by variables specific 
to each country in order to 
adjust for the unique nature of 
the region. The model predicts 
the observed slower rate of 
transmission, lower age of people 
with severe disease and lower 
mortality rates compared to 
what is seen in the most affected 
countries in the rest of the world. 
This is largely driven by social 
and environmental factors 
slowing the transmission, and 
a younger population that has 
benefitted from the control of 
communicable diseases such as 
HIV and tuberculosis to reduce 

possible vulnerabilities.
The lower rate of transmission, 

however, suggests a more 
prolonged outbreak over a 
few years, according to the 
study which also revealed 
that smaller African countries 
alongside Algeria, South Africa 
and Cameroon were at a high 
risk if containment measures 
are not prioritized.

“While COVID-19 likely 
won’t spread as exponentially 
in Africa as it has elsewhere in 
the world, it likely will smoulder 
in transmission hotspots,” said 
Dr Matshidiso Moeti, the WHO 

Regional Director for Africa. 
“COVID-19 could become a 
fixture in our lives for the next 
several years unless a proactive 
approach is taken by many 
governments in the region. 
We need to test, trace, isolate 
and treat.”

The predicted number 
of cases that would require 
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  w o u l d 
overwhelm the available medical 
capacity in much of Africa. 
There would be an estimated 3.6 
million–5.5 million COVID-19 
hospitalizations, of which 82 
000–167 000 would be severe 
cases requiring oxygen, and 52 
000–107 000 would be critical 
cases requiring breathing 
support. Such a huge number 
of patients in hospitals would 
severely strain the health 
capacities of countries.

A survey of health services in 
the African region undertaken 
in March 2020 based on self-
reports by 47 countries to WHO 
revealed that there were on 
average nine intensive care unit 
beds. These would be woefully 
inadequate. Additionally, the 
physical access to these services 
to the general population is 
very low, suggesting many 
people would not even have 
the chance to get to the needed 
care. Diseases that could be 
managed could easily become 
more complicated as a result.

The study recommends that 
countries across Africa need to 
expand the capacity particularly 
of primary hospitals and ensure 
that basic emergency care is 

included in primary health 
systems.

“The importance of promoting 
effective containment measures 
is ever more crucial, as sustained 
and widespread transmission 
of the virus could severely 
overwhelm our health systems,” 
said Dr Moeti. “Curbing a 
largescale outbreak is far costlier 
than the ongoing preventive 
measures governments are 
undertaking to contain the 
spread of the virus.”

Containment measures, 
specifically physical distancing 
and hygiene improvement, aim 
to slow down the transmission 
of the virus so its effects happen 
at a rate manageable by the 
health system.

All countries in the WHO 
African Region are using these 
results through the WHO 
country offices to inform 
their containment actions. The 
detailed methods and results are 
currently in press at the British 
Medical Journal-Global Health 
after extensive peer review and 
validation.

Dr Moeti announced these new 
projections during the WHO 
Africa Media Leader virtual press 
conference today which was held 
with the support of the World 
Economic Forum. The other 
speakers were Dr Amit Thakker, 
Executive Chairman of Africa 
Health Business and President of 
the Africa Healthcare Federation 
and Stephen Karingi, Director of 
Regional Trade and Integration, 
Economic Commission for 
Africa.

Up to 190 000 people could die of 
COVID-19 in Africa if not controlled

The King of Lesotho, Letsie 
III, has assented to legislation 
that prevents Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane from dissolving 
parliament and calling an 
election in the event of a vote 
of no confidence against him.

Thabane, 80, has been under 
pressure to resign over a murder 
case in which he and his wife 
are suspected of killing his 
previous wife. They both deny 
the charges.

“The ninth amendment (to the 
constitution) is now a law given 
that His Majesty has assented 
to it. It’s already effective, just 
awaiting printing,” Attorney 
General Haae Phoofolo said.

The law means that in the 
event of a vote of no confidence 
against Thabane passing, he 
would have no choice but to 
leave office.

Thabane has previously said 
he will leave at the end of July, 

but his opponents say that is 
not soon enough.

In a statement on Thursday, 
Thabane reiterated that he had 
voluntarily decided to vacate 
office due to his age as he was 
no longer “energetic”.

“I have always been consistent 

that it is my wish to retire from 
office by 31st of July, or earlier 
date of the 12th June 2020, if 
all necessary conditions of my 
retirement are put in place,” 
he said.

Thabane said the amendment 
was a significant step leading 
up to his retirement.

“Government and the political 
party that I lead, will coordinate 
the process of my retirement in 
a mature manner and with a 
view to ensuring the continued 
stability of Lesotho,” he said.

“It is my hope that all the 
preparations will be finalised 
as soon as possible and ahead 
of the deadline that I have set 
for myself.”

Thabane’s lawyers have 
previously argued that being 
prime minister should give him 
immunity from prosecution, but 
it is unclear whether or not that 
was part of negotiations for his 

departure from office.
Lesotho, which is completely 

surrounded by South Africa, 

has experienced several coups 
since gaining independence 
from Britain in 1966. 

Lesotho’s king assents 
to bill limiting PM 
Thabane’s Powers

‘‘“I have always been 
consistent that it is 
my wish to retire from 
office by 31st of July, 
or earlier date of the 
12th June 2020, if all 
necessary conditions of 
my retirement are put 
in place,” he said.

Lesotho Prime Minister 
Thomas Thabane
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The South African energy 
ministry has revealed plans 
to start developing a plan for 

a new 2,500 megawatt (MW) 
nuclear power plant.

Africa’s most industrialised 

economy, which operates the 
continent’s only nuclear power 
plant near Cape Town, said last 

year that it was considering 
adding more nuclear capacity in 
the long term, after abandoning 
in 2018 a massive nuclear 
expansion championed by 
former president Jacob Zuma.

Analysts had expressed serious 
concern about Zuma’s project for 
a fleet of nuclear plants totalling 
9,600 MW because it would have 
put massive additional strain 
on public finances at a time of 
credit rating downgrades.

Its current nuclear plant, 
Koeberg, has a capacity of around 
1,900 MW and was synchronised 
to the grid in the 1980s.

“The development of the 
roadmap for the 2,500 MW 
Nuclear New Build Programme 
will be commencing soon,” 
the energy ministry said in a 
presentation to a parliamentary 
committee on its plans for 2020-
25.

The presentation showed 
South Africa wanted to complete 
the procurement of the new 
nuclear plant by 2024 but gave no 
indication as to when it wanted 
construction of the plant to start 
or for when the plant would 
come online.

South African officials have 
talked about nuclear power as 
being part of an “energy mix” 

that also includes renewable 
sources like wind and solar 
as well as coal, on which it 
currently relies for more than 
80% of its power generation.

But financing those nuclear 
ambitions could be difficult 
at a time that the country’s 
recession-hit economy is being 
hammered by the coronavirus 
pandemic, with this year’s 
budget deficit expected to stretch 
into double digits.

Answering questions last 
week, Energy Minister Gwede 
Mantashe said the government 
would first “test the market” and 
hear what potential investors 
or consortia had to say about 
building the new nuclear facility.

“We may even give that 
company a right to develop 
a modular nuclear station on 
a build, operate and transfer 
basis, which means there may 
be no immediate call for funding 
from the state but the build 
programme can continue,” 
he said.

“We are going to explore all 
options, when there is appetite 
for nuclear in the market we 
will go ahead with it.” 

(Reuters.)

South Africa To Develop Plan For 
New 2,500 Mw Nuclear Plant
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From Europe to Asia and across 
the Americas, farmers and others 
in the global food supply chain 
are innovating to keep the world 
fed when populations are told 
to stay home, street markets 
are closed and labourers cannot 
travel to work in the fields.

Didier Lenoble has gone online 
to sell vegetables grown on his 
farm near Paris as the usual street 
stalls he supplies are temporarily 
shut because of the coronavirus 
crisis.

“It’s a whole new business,” 
said Lenoble, whose family-
run farm has been selling to 
customers via a new website.

Elsewhere, an Indian farming 
cooperative is delivering direct 
to city dwellers as a lockdown 
closed its usual distribution 
channels and a Mexican supplier 

to U.S. berry giant Driscoll’s 
has hired furloughed factory 
workers to pick produce.

The coronavirus pandemic 
has put a huge strain on the 
complex chains that usually 
bring food to people’s tables, 
forcing suppliers to adjust their 
normal routines to cope with 
snags to harvesting, transport 
and distribution.

The crisis has exposed the 
world’s reliance on international 
trade and on a vast number of 
seasonal workers who usually 
travel from farm to farm, often 
crossing borders, to help gather 
in produce as it ripens.

Parts of the chain are creaking. 
The closure of processing plants 
due to coronavirus outbreaks has 
threatened U.S. meat supply, 
while some farmers have left 

crops to wither in the fields as 
labourers cannot reach them.

But many farms and firms are 
adapting quickly.

Lenoble’s website has helped 
him restore sales volumes to 
about half their normal level, 
saving part of his lettuce 
and radish crop from being 
destroyed.

Rungis wholesale centre south 
of Paris, Europe’s biggest food 
market, launched an online 
service that made 250 home 
deliveries a month ago and 
now makes 6,500 a week in 
and around the French capital.

‘ELIMINATING MIDDLEMEN’
India’s Sahyadri Farms, a 

cooperative in the western state 
of Maharashtra that processes 
fruit and vegetables for export, 

now makes daily deliveries to 
3,000 urban consumers, who 
order online, after a nationwide 
lockdown disrupted supply 
chains and left some farmers 
feeding their crops to cattle.

“As we are eliminating 
middlemen in the distribution 
chain, both farmers and 
consumers are happy,” said 
Sahyadri Chairman Vilas Shinde.

In the United States, restaurant 
owners and suppliers are taking 
a new approach. Chicago-based 
restaurant Park and Field sells 
grocery and meal boxes to 
households, while Gunthorp 
Farms in Lagrange, Indiana is 
selling chicken that was once 
bound for high-end Chicago 
restaurants direct to consumers.

For some suppliers, the 
challenge has been keeping 
up with demand for staples such 
as eggs, flour and pasta, which 
have flown off supermarket 
shelves as people stock up to 
eat at home.

Pasta and flour makers in North 
America and Europe are running 
some production lines round the 
clock and have reduced their 
ranges to maximise volumes.

Other suppliers are turning 
to new pools of workers.

U.S. berry distributor Driscoll’s 
has taken on laid-off restaurant 
and hotel employees at its U.S. 
distribution warehouses to work 
as forklift drivers and quality 
assurance inspectors, the firm’s 
president, Soren Bjorn, said.

Green Gold Farms in Mexico, a 
supplier to Driscoll’s, has hired 
factory workers like Omar Cortes 
Arteaga, who was furloughed 
from an automotive plant. He 
works at Green Gold’s berry 
farm in Jalisco state, where 
labourers wear masks and have 
temperature checks before going 
into the fields.

“The job is helping me with 
my bills,” said the maintenance 
technician. “Here I do chores, 
carry pots, prune plants.”

NEW RECRUITS
Finding seasonal workers is a 

priority in Europe, where spring 
harvests are at risk because the 
usually vast armies of migrant 
labourers cannot leave home.

Spanish asparagus grower 
Jaime Urbina cannot turn to an 
eastern European workforce as 
he usually does. “They are stuck 
in their countries because the 
borders are closed,” he said.

Spain, the European Union’s 
biggest fruit and vegetable 
exporter, has responded by 
allowing the unemployed to take 
farm jobs while keeping welfare 
payments, and has extended 
work permits for those migrants 
already in the country.

France has mobilised 15,000 
French workers idled by the 
crisis so far to help offset a 
potential shortfall of 200,000 
foreign labourers this spring.

“It’s positive for farming 
because these are profiles 
that are not usually drawn 
towards seasonal work,” said 
Jean-Baptiste Vervy, head of 
Wizifarm, a start-up behind 
a job-matching website that 
took off in the lockdown with 
government backing.

But he said some farmers were 
frustrated that the new recruits 
lacked skills or had quickly quit.

Poland, meanwhile,  is 
struggling without Ukrainian 
seasonal labourers and the 
Russian Agriculture Ministry 
said prisoners might help out on 
farms in the absence of Central 
Asian workers.

Germany, Britain and Ireland 
are allowing companies to 
bring in trained workers from 
Romania and other European 
Union states on charter flights 
with quarantine measures.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
has exempted such migrants 
from a temporary curb on 
immigration during the crisis.

Elsewhere, Nigeria’s federal 
government is making identity 
cards so farm workers can 
move freely during a national 
lockdown after many were 
stopped by police.

Iraq’s Agriculture Ministry said 
farm workers were exempted 
from curfew measures and 
farmers were allowed to move 
harvesting machinery around 
the country.

To keep transport links 
running smoothly, Brazilian 
toll-road operator CCR SA has 
distributed more than 1,000 
food and hygiene kits a day to 
truck drivers as service outlets 
are closed.

In Kenya, Rubi Ranch has 
been sending avocados to 
Europe by ship due to limited 
air freight capacity, as airlines 
have grounded aircraft and cut 
off the company’s usual supply 
route. 

(Reuters.)

Farmers Innovate To Get Food 
From Field To Plate
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The head of the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
has rejected an assertion by 
Tanzania’s president John 
Magufuli that coronavirus tests 
it supplied are faulty.

Tanzania’s government 
spokesman said a team was 
conducting investigations on 
the laboratory that conducted 
the tests, and the outcome will 
be made public once complete. 
The World Health Organization 
expressed confidence in the 
tests.

Recently, Magufuli said the 
imported test kits were faulty 
after they had returned positive 
results on a goat and a pawpaw 
- among several non-human 
samples submitted for testing, 
with technicians left deliberately 
unaware of their origins.

The next day, the head of the 
national health laboratory in 
charge of testing was suspended. 
The president did not say why 
the authorities had been initially 
suspicious of the tests.

“The tests that Tanzania is 
using, we know they are working 
very well,” John Nkengasong 
told journalists.

The Africa CDC, along with 
the Jack Ma Foundation, a 
charity founded by the Chinese 
billionaire, supplied the tests, 
Nkengasong said.

Ma, founder of Alibaba Group, 
has donated thousands of tests 
kits, masks and protective gear 
to African nations and the 
equipment is being used across 
the continent. No other countries 
have made public complaints 
about the tests.

“We are very instrumental in 
training, providing training to 
nearly all countries and providing 
them with test kits. We’ve also 
in the last couple of weeks and 
months distributed tests from 
the Jack Ma Foundation that have 
been validated and proven to be 
very, very reliable,” Nkengasong 
said.

Hassan Abbas, Tanzania’s chief 
government spokesman, said 
the government had formed a 
team of experts to examine the 
lab that conducted the tests, 
and it would give the outcome 
of the results once completed.

“What the president said was 
based on initial tests run by using 
animals ... to test the veracity 
of the test results,” Abbas said.

“Our worry was based on 
empirical findings. Once the 
team finalises its work we will 
know the gravity of the lapses 
in the machines.”

Tanzania, where places of 
worship remain open, has at 
least 480 confirmed cases and 18 
deaths, the fourth highest case 
load in Eastern Africa. But the 
data is from Sunday, the most 
recent day the government 
released figures.

Almost all other African 
nations release daily reports 
on the latest tallies on infections, 
fatalities and recoveries. 
Tanzania’s lag has prompted 
criticism from the country’s 
opposition that the government 
is being secretive.

Asked about Tanzania’s 
questioning of the tests, WHO 
Africa head Matshidiso Moeti 
said on a teleconference with 
the media: “We are convinced 
that the tests that have been 
provided ... both through 
procurement through WHO 
and those that came through 
Jack Ma donations, were not 
contaminated with the virus.”

Africa’s testing capacity has 
expanded sharply but it has 
still carried out only around 
685 tests per million people, 
according to a Reuters tally of 
figures from the Africa CDC. By 
comparison, Europe has carried 
out nearly 17 million tests, or 
just under 23,000 per million. 

(Reuters.)

Africa disease Centre 
Rejects Tanzania’s 
allegation that its 
Coronavirus tests faulty
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By Emmanuel Allotey

Access to finance remains one 
of the largest contributors to 
poverty in Africa. Majority of 
Africans do not have formal 
bank accounts, or incomes that 
are stable enough to borrow 
from Financial Institutions. This 
anomaly is further exacerbated 
by disproportionate lending 
products skewed towards long 
term. 

Microfinance is  a  way 
t o  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c 
development, employment and 

growth through the support 
of micro-entrepreneurs and 
small businesses. Microloans 
are small loans offered over a 
shorter period of time, typically 
without providing any form 
of security and often without 
requiring a credit history. These 
loans provide the opportunity 
for the underbanked to manage 
their finances more effectively 
and take advantage of economic 
opportunities while managing 
the risks.

In East Africa, small ticket loans 
available through your mobile 

phone have revolutionised short 
term lending. This loan service 
is bridging the gap and helping 
poor people gain access to 
financial services. Microfinance 
in Southern Africa has not seen 
the same uptake as in East Africa. 
This can be attributed to shortage 
of technical skills, high costs, 
low levels of funding, expensive 
security requirements, low 
repayment rates and judicial 
bottlenecks.

The underbanked in Africa 
require access to short term 
funding at a low cost, and 

c o n v e n i e n t  r e p ay m e n t 
options. The introduction 
of such a financial product 
should form part of a wider 
agenda of financial inclusion 
by Financial Institutions. 
Financial Institutions need to 
recognise that access to funding 
remains the most crucial need 
of individuals to improve their 
economic standing. Without 
the willingness of Financial 
Institutions to innovate and offer 
bespoke short-term lending 
products, the gap between the 
bankable population and those 

that are marginalised due to their 
financial standing will persist.  

There are partnerships on 
the horizon between Mobile 
Network Operators, traditional 
financial services providers e.g. 
Banks and Fintech companies to 
offer microloans around different 
models. Each partner will 
contribute a strategic element 
in the creation of an innovate 
lending solution for individuals. 
Mobile Network Operators 
have the distribution network 
(including mobile money agency 
network), Financial Institutions 
have the client knowledge to 
develop specific products and 
Fintech companies have the 
knowledge to build better credit 
risk models.

The ease of accessing short-
term lending and a lack of 
comprehensive understanding 
around its risks can potentially 
do more harm than good. The 
path to bridging the lending gap 
requires collective effort between 
all stakeholders, to build a robust 
sustainable lending ecosystem 
that promotes financial inclusion 
and economic empowerment.  

By Emmanuel Allotey

Risk management is the 
backbone of Financial services. 
The 4th Industrial revolution and 
the rapid adoption of technology 
has created an ever greater 
need to ensure evolving risks 
arising from technology are 
mitigated. Managing Digital risk 

in the changing era is critical 
to a Financial Institutions 
sustainability and the financial 
security of the Digital consumer. 

Google has reported to block 
an average of 18 million phishing 
emails related to COVID-19 
phishing scams in a day. This 
maybe alarming, but most 

importantly it exposes the threat 
and progression of Digital risk. 
Cybercriminals are looking to 
take advantage of the increased 
usage of social media and other 
online platforms. Unmanaged, 
this leads to devastating 
consequences. 

Everyone has a role to play. 

Financial Institutions need to 
invest in the implementation 
of robust measures around 
cybersecurity. Introduction of 
authentication & authorization 
mechanism across all digital 
channels including Biometric 
identification, Two-factor 
authentication (2FA - is a 
second layer of security to 
protect an account or system 
authorisation), and security 
questions will frustrate the 
efforts of cybercriminals looking 
to attack. 

Regulatory bodies should 
develop an agile digital 
governance framework that 
responds to a fast-moving 
technological environment. 
Enforcement agencies should be 
empowered to block websites or 
offending content using existing 
proxy, firewall, or perimeter 
controls. 

Digital consumers need 
to remain vigilant. A strong 
password is the first line of 
defence against Digital risk. 
Passwords protect accounts 
and data and hence need to be 
impenetrable. It is not advisable 
to use the same password for 
every account. Applications 
(Apps) with Biometric security 

options such as fingerprint 
or facial recognition are 
becoming increasing popular 
in technology devices and should 
be enabled. This security feature 
is a comprehensive password 
alternative that does not require 
memory. 

Digital consumers conducting 
transactions Online or through 
websites, need to ensure they 
have a reputable anti-virus and 
malware protection software 
installed. This type of software 
detects and prevents any 
malicious software or threat to 
your internet security. Software 
always needs to be kept up to 
date. Upon completion of online 
activity, log out and to disable 
the “remember passwords” 
feature on the browser. 

To thrive in this new digital eco-
system, Financial Institutions, 
Digital consumers, Regulators 
and other stakeholders need to 
be digitally resilient to adapt to 
emerging and latent Digital risks. 
The    responsibilities relating 
to awareness, identifying, 
a s s e s s i n g ,  m o n i t o r i n g , 
controlling and mitigating of 
Digital risks resides with all 
stakeholders. Protect yourself!

Sustainable Lending: 
Bridging the Poverty Gap

Evolving Risks in Financial 
Services: Protecting Yourself 
against Digital Risk

‘‘Microfinance is a way 
to promote economic 
development, 
employment and 
growth through the 
support of micro-
entrepreneurs and 
small businesses.
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As some governments 
implement much needed social 
protection measures to mitigate 
against the impact of COVID-19, 
including the distribution of 
food aid to poor families and 
those who have lost their 
income, patterns of partisan 
food distribution are emerging 
across countries in Southern 
Africa, Amnesty International 
has said.

“The distribution of food 
aid along party political lines 
is completely unacceptable 
and it is undermining the 
protection measures that 
governments have committed 
to implement to uphold the right 
to food for everyone,” Amnesty 
International’s Director for East 
and Southern Africa Deprose 
Muchena said.

“Millions of people face the 
threat of starvation and are 
already in a precarious situation 
as they have now lost their 
income as a result of lockdown 
regimes that are currently in 
place to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. Hunger should not be 
used for political campaigning. 
Anyone who does not have the 
means to make a living must be 
provided with food regardless 
of their perceived political 
affiliation.”

In Angola, reports of partisan 
distribution of food aid 
emerged after the government 
announced relief measures to 
cover businesses, informal 
sector workers, and families 
affected by the current lockdown 
regimes. Since 23 March the 
country has been under a state 
of emergency that will last until 
at least 10 May. Distribution 
of rations such as maize, rice, 
pasta, sugar and cooking oil were 
rolled out after the government 
announced a nationwide relief 
of over $550,000 USD through 
the Ministry of Social Action, 
Family and Women’s Promotion.

Civil society organizations 
raised concerns about the lack of 
transparency on food distributed 
through the government 
relief assistance. According 
to information gathered by 
Amnesty International, families 
in the Luanda and Benguela 
provinces, complained that 
they were not properly 
informed about who qualified 
to receive food aid and how the 
government decided who got 
the relief in communities. The 
food distribution did not reach 
some families considered to be in 
dire need of food in the southern 
provinces following years of 
drought and land diversion in 
pastoralist communities. In 
April, Amnesty International 
raised concerns about the lack 
of government assistance to the 
San people in Cuando Cubango 
province, but the communities 

have not received any relief 
until today.

In Zimbabwe, partisan 
distribution of food aid has 
affected those groups in the most 
vulnerable and marginalized 
situation including older 
persons, child headed families, 
pregnant women and those 
with disabilities. Some report 
only having one meal a day to 
keep going, according to civil 
society monitors. Community 
members in Sakubva, Mutare, 
have alleged that government 
food aid distribution in the area 

was conducted on a partisan 
basis.

In Mutasa, Regai Tsunga, 
an MP for the opposition 
Movement for Democratic 
Change-Alliance, was arrested, 
and charged with contravening 
Statutory Instrument 83 of 2020 
which prohibits unnecessary 
movement during the national 
lockdown, for distributing food 
to the poor and addressing 
residents who were complaining 
over the partisan distribution of 
government subsidised meals. 
This contrasts with members 

of the ruling party in other 
constituencies who have been 
allowed to distribute food 
without facing any sanction. 
More than four million people 
were food insecure in Zimbabwe 
due to drought before COVID-19. 
That number has now gone 
up to 7.7 million according to 
the World Food Programme 
requiring a response that leaves 
nobody behind for partisan 
reasons.

In South Africa, some ruling 
African National Congress party 
councillors have been accused 
of looting food parcels meant 
for the poor. This has prompted 
president Cyril Ramaphosa to 
call for harsh action against 
the alleged perpetrators , 
with the ANC calling for the 
arrest of the councillors who 
were implicated. According 

to media reports, incidents of 
corruption and food looting 
were reported in eight provinces 
where ANC councillors were 
in charge of distributing food 
in local communities. Instead 
of distributing it to those in 
need they allegedly kept it for 
themselves and their family 
and friends. This has sparked 
protests in communities such 
as Alexandra in Northern 
Johannesburg and Cape Town.

“COVID-19 has brought out 
the ugly face of corruption and 
inequality across the region. 
At this desperate time, no one 
should be denied food because 
of their political affiliation,” 
said Deprose Muchena.

 “Politicians must rise above 
their political motives and 
ambitions and ensure that 
everyone has food.”

   Southern Africa Governments 
Must Move Beyond Politics In 
Distribution Of Covid-19 Food Aid
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Many countries, including 
Botswana, South Africa and 
Nigeria in Africa, have moved to 
make it mandatory to wear non-
medical cloth masks when people 
are outside their homes. The 
move is seen as a vital additional 
measure to prevent the spread 
of SARS-CoV-2, the novel 
coronavirus causing COVID-19.

Wearing cloth masks is being 
introduced in conjunction with 
maintaining a physical distance 
of at least 1.5 metres and strictly 
following hygiene measures such 
as hand washing, good cough 
etiquette, and decontamination 

of regularly used surfaces.
Medical face masks have 

been a vital part of COVID-19 
prevention efforts in East Asian 
countries such as China, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and South Korea.

In countries where medical 
face masks are preserved for 
healthcare workers or are scarce, 
fabric face masks provide a cost-
effective alternative. These can 
be homemade and are reusable.

There has been a growing 
movement of homemade mask 
production. Factories have also 
repurposed to produce fabric face 
masks to support commercial 

and free distribution.
In South Africa wearing a 

cloth mask in public places is 
now mandatory. In our view, 
there is sufficient evidence to 
suggest if everyone wears a mask, 
droplet transmission from each 
person will reduce and minimise 
exposure.

The early phases of the 
COVID-19 epidemic included 
an evolving understanding 
of the routes of transmission 
of the coronavirus. It is now 
well established that droplet 
transmission is of vital concern. 
In the case of the severe 

acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus in 2002, viral 
shedding via the respiratory 
tract happened mostly after 
people developed symptoms. 
But COVID-19 includes a pre-
symptomatic phase where people 
can be infectious and still feel 
healthy and be unaware that they 
are infected. Mildly symptomatic 
and asymptomatic cases also 
occur.

Mandatory masking ensures 
that viral transmission by any 
potential carrier is markedly 
reduced. It emphasises the 
concept of “source control”, 
in other words controlling the 
amount of a pathogen that is 
present in the environment. 
This is well expressed through 
the slogan: “I protect you, 
you protect me”. This was 
popularised by the #masks4all 
initiative, started by a group of 
researchers and scientists to 
promote the scientific evidence 
showing that cloth masks limit 
the spread of SARS-CoV-2.

An additional benefit of the 
ubiquitous wearing of face 
masks is the reduced possibility 
that respiratory droplets will be 
released to settle on surfaces – or 
for smaller aerosolised particles 
to float in the air.

For those still in doubt, 

we have answered some key 
questions to address the biggest 
areas of controversy:

Why should I wear a cloth 
mask? To prevent potential 
transmission of the coronavirus 
that causes COVID-19 via 
respiratory droplets and particles 
released when you talk, laugh, 
sing, shout, cough or sneeze, 
or to prevent the potential 
inhalation virus laden particles. 
A cloth face mask also serves 
as barrier that prevents touch 
transfer from surfaces to your 
mouth and nose and a reminder 
not to touch other parts of your 
face – especially your eyes. In 
addition, a face mask reduces 
the extent to which droplets and 
particles end up on surfaces or 
float in the air.

When should I wear a cloth 
mask? As a general rule, any 
time that you are outside your 
home, and especially in close 
contact situations such as 
when using public transport, 
shopping, working, or in any 
crowded setting. If a person 
in your household is possibly 
infected with coronavirus, face 
masks must be used when in 
close proximity, in conjunction 
with separating living quarters. 
Helplines and healthcare 
providers are good places to 
go for additional steps to follow.

Can I make my cloth mask out 
of anything? The most effective 
approach is to use a thicker 
weave material such as cotton 
for the outer layer, and then to 
include at least two layers of 
softer material for comfort and 
additional barrier protection. 
Test the materials combined 
for breathability before sewing. 
There should be some resistance 
to airflow, but you should be 
able to breathe freely when 
using the completed mask. Fit 
is important to minimise air 
bypassing the cloth barrier via 
the sides. Materials used should 
be easily washable and heat 
tolerant for cleaning. Stretchy 
material should be avoided.

How do I wear the mask? Never 
share a mask with anyone and 
always use a mask that is freshly 
cleaned. Wash or sanitise your 
hands before putting on the mask 
and when removing. Ensure that 
it covers the area from the top 
of your nose to below your chin. 
When you remove the mask, 
move your hands forward so 
you can fold the front over itself. 
Hold on the sides and place in a 
safe area for cleaning.

How do I reuse a mask? A 
cloth mask can be washed in 
hot water with soap or washed 
in a washing machine. Iron or 
sun dry. You can also drop the 
mask into boiled water and leave 
to cool to a temperature that 
allows you to wash the mask 
with soap or washing detergent. 
Avoid harsh chemicals such as 
bleach as this will be toxic when 
wearing the mask. By having 
two masks available, you can 
wear one, and have one to wash.

 (Theconversation.) 

African Countries are Moving 
to make masks mandatory: key 
Questions Answered
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With some African countries 
beginning the journey along 
phased approaches to fully lifting 
lockdown, many businesses 
are gearing up for resuming 
operations, at least partially. 
What does this mean for the 
hospitality industry and how will 
the tourism landscape change 
post-Covid-19?

BON Hotels CEO, Guy Stehlik 
believes the African hospitality 
industry, which has been on an 
upwards trajectory, will continue 
to achieve growth provided 
businesses are willing to adapt to 
newly-formed markets and cater 
to a different wave of consumers 
with different needs.

For  the South African 
hospitality industry, there is 
still a long road ahead. Other than 
for the movement of goods and 
for ‘exceptional circumstances’ 
such as to attend funerals, inter-
provincial travel will only be 
permitted when respective 
provinces reach levels one and 
two of the strategy. Restrictions 
on international travel prevail 
throughout all levels.

The widespread global 
outbreak of Covid-19 brought 
the hospitality industry to a 
grinding halt, almost overnight, 
bar some establishments catering 
to essential workers and travellers 
not yet able to return to their 
home countries.

According to Stehlik, hospitality 
and tourism companies must 
prepare for ‘a new normal’ when 
business does resume.

Pre-Covid-19
Prior to the pandemic, Stehlik 

explains that the African 
hospitality market was on the 
rise and attracting significant 
investment. In fact, the Jumia 
2019 Hospitality Report Africa 
notes that the continent was the 
second-fastest growing tourism 
region in 2018 (after only Asia 
Pacific) with around 67 million 
international tourist arrivals.

He adds that major investment 
has been made in the African 
hospitality industry in recent 
years by big names in tourism. 
In December, according to the 
Africa hotel projects overview 
construction report, there 
were 282 projects in the African 
pipeline scheduled to bring more 
than 60,000 rooms to the region 
in predominantly four- and five-
star establishments.

Stehlik believes that there 
is still potential in the African 
market for hospitality businesses, 
but the tourism landscape will 
likely look very different after 
Covid-19. Of the total tourist 
expenditure in Africa in 2018, 
according to the Jumia report, 
a large contribution (29%) came 
from business travel.

“Historically, the African 
hospitality industry has relied 
on the prevalence of business 

travel across the continent,” 
says Stehlik.

There will be casualties with 
the loss of business travel if hotels 
don’t adjust their offerings, but 
there is still room to cater to 
domestic corporate travellers 
and those who do will flourish 
far sooner.

“In a post-Covid-19 world, 
many businesses will continue 
to embrace remote and digital 
work processes. Businesses may 
also simply not have a budget 
for travel. This will significantly 
impact the hospitality industry if 
we are reliant on a large portion 

of business travel.”
He stresses that establishments 

that rely heavily on catering to 
business travel and conferencing 
will have to be adaptable to more 
versatile offerings.

He believes mid-market 
upscale hotels that focus on the 
domestic corporate business 
market will be first to see a flow 
of business travellers return. 
Larger upmarket five-star 
establishments that are reliant 
on the international business 
market, on the other hand, will 
be hardest hit throughout Africa.

“There will be casualties with 

the loss of business travel if hotels 
don’t adjust their offerings, but 
there is still room to cater to 
domestic corporate travellers 
and those who do will flourish 
far sooner,” he says.

Maintaing tourism’s future 
foothold

“To maintain a foothold in 
the future face of tourism, 
the hospitality industry must 
appeal to the first tentative 
travellers stepping out into the 
world after this global crisis and 
unequivocally demonstrate that 
these hotels are havens of safety 
and health compliance that go 
the extra mile for sanitation, 
cleanliness and hygiene,” adds 
Stehlik.

He predicts that there will be 
opportunities to capitalise on 
adventure tourism and religious 
tourism and to boost leisure 

tourism.
Tourism is a crucial contributor 

to economic growth. We need it 
to be feasible for travellers to visit 
African countries, to provide a 
foundation for us to highlight 
what the continent has to offer 
thereby boosting the tourism 
industry and the economy as 
a whole.

To achieve this, helping tourism 
and hospitality businesses 
across the board to continue 
to boost global economies, 
he approves of movements 
such as the Airline Passenger 
Experience Association’s 
(APEX) recommendation for 
governments around the world 
to “issue immediate tax relief 
for the airline industry due to 
the unprecedented disruption 
caused by Covid-19”.

(Bizcommunity.)

What Will The Hospitality 
Industry Face Post-Covid?

CONTACTSBUSINESS NAMEPRODUCTS

Hand Sanitiser

LF Printing

Floritec Investments (PTY) Ltd

The Angle View Group (PTY) Ltd

Flash'T Chemical solutions

Masedi Medical Clinic

Zila Investments 

72845115

3957649 / 74536492

72214347

77481249

71518381 / 75577340

72629454 / 2420267

Facial masks

LF Printing

Floritec Investments (PTY) Ltd

Masedi Medical Clinic

72845115

3957649 / 74536492

71518381 / 75577340

Disinfectants & Cleaners

Floritec Investments (PTY) Ltd

Masedi Medical Clinic

Zila Investments 

3957649 / 74536492

71518381 / 75577340

72629454 / 2420267

Jess manufacturing 72296828

Surgical Gloves

Floritec Investments (PTY) Ltd

Masedi Medical Clinic

3957649 / 74536492

71518381 / 75577340

LF Printing 72845115

Disinfectant Wipes

Floritec Investments (PTY) Ltd

Masedi Medical Clinic

3957649 / 74536492

71518381 / 75577340

Surgical Gloves

Jess manufacturing

Masedi Medical Clinic

72296828

71518381 / 75577340

Floritec Investments (PTY) Ltd 3957649 / 74536492

List of LEA assisted enterprises who supply essential products critical in the fight against COVID-19
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Five international air transport 
and tourism bodies have launched 
an appeal to international 
financial institutions, country 
development partners and 
international donors to support 
Africa’s travel and tourism 
sector which employs some 
24.6 million people on the 
African continent. Without 
urgent funding, the Covid-19 
crisis could see a collapse of the 
sector in Africa, taking with it 
millions of jobs.

The sector contributes 
$169bn to Africa’s economy 
combined, representing 7.1% 

of the continent’s GDP.
The request is being made by 

the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA), the UN World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), 
the World Travel & Tourism 
Council (WTTC), the African 
Airlines Association (AFRAA) 
and the Airlines Association of 
Southern Africa (AASA).

These organisations are 
jointly calling on international 
financial institutions, country 
development partners and 
international donors to support 
the African travel and tourism 
sector through these tough times 

by providing:
• $10bn in relief to support the 

travel and tourism industry and 
help protect the livelihoods of 
those it supports directly and 
indirectly;

• Access to as much grant-
type financing and cash flow 
assistance as possible to inject 
liquidity and provide targeted 
support to severely impacted 
countries;

• Financial measures that 
can help minimize disruptions 
to much-needed credit and 
liquidity for businesses. This 
includes the deferral of existing 

financial obligations or loan 
repayments; and,

• Ensuring that all funds 
flow down immediately to 
save the businesses that need 
them urgently, with minimal 
application processes and 
without impediment from 
normal lending considerations 
such as creditworthiness.

Some African governments 
are trying to provide targeted 
and temporary support for 
hard-hit sectors such as travel 
and tourism. However, many 
countries lack the necessary 
resources to help the industry 
and these livelihoods through 
this crisis.

The situation is now critical. 
Airlines, hotels, guesthouses, 
lodges, restaurants, meeting 
venues and related businesses 
face mounting losses. Typically, 
travel and tourism comprises 
80% of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). To preserve 
cash, many have already begun 
laying off or placing staff on 
unpaid leave.

“The impact of the Covid-19 
outbreak is being felt across the 
whole travel and tourism value 
chain. The sector is particularly 
exposed to millions of livelihoods 
across the world, especially 
within vulnerable communities, 
supported by the sector. 
International financial support 
is key to ensuring that travel 
and tourism can lead to a wider 
economic and social recovery 
in these communities,” said 

Zurab Pololikashvili, UNWTO 
Secretary-General.

“Airlines are at the core of the 
Travel & Tourism value chain 
that has created quality jobs for 
24.6 million people in Africa. 
Their livelihoods are at risk. 
Containing the pandemic is 
the top priority. But without a 
lifeline of funding to keep the 
travel and tourism sector alive, 
the economic devastation of 
Covid-19 could take Africa’s 
development back a decade 
or more. Financial relief today 
is a critical investment in 
Africa’s post-pandemic future 
for millions of Africans,” said 
Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s 
director-general and CEO.

“The travel and tourism sector 
is in a fight for survival, with over 
100 million jobs losses globally 
and nearly eight million in 
Africa alone due to the Covid-19 
crisis. Travel and tourism is the 
backbone of many economies 
across Africa and its collapse will 
lead to hundreds of millions of 
livelihoods being impacted and 
enormous financial pressure for 
years to come.

“Now, more than ever, it is vital 
that governments work together 
on a global coordinated approach 
towards a swift recovery and 
ongoing support for travel and 
tourism. It is critical that the 
most vulnerable communities 
receive international help.

“The speed and strength 
with which the international 
community comes together and 
responds through international 
financial institutions, country 
development partners and 
international donors will be 
paramount to provide support 
to the many millions of people 
whose livelihoods are heavily 
dependent on our sector,” added 
Gloria Guevara, WTTC President 
and CEO.

Air transport is critical for 
the economic development 
and integration of the African 
continent. As such, support 
to the airline industry will aid 
in a faster economic recovery.

“An end of operations by 
African airlines would trigger 
a host of serious financial 
consequences, while replacing 
the air service provided by the 
airlines would be a challenging 
and costly process. Urgent, 
immediate, and consistent 
measures need to be taken for 
the survival and rebound of the 
industry,” said Abdérahmane 
Berthé, AFRAA secretary-
general.

“The impact of Covid-19 in 
Africa continues to be brutal. 
Air travel and tourism have 
essentially shut down. Now, 
more than ever, international 
countries need to come together 
to help those communities that 
are most vulnerable. The survival 
of our industry and its allied 
sectors has serious ramifications 
for Africa’s entire air transport 
system,” said Chris Zweigenthal, 
AASA CEO.

 (Bizcommunity.)

Urgent Appeal To Global Community To 
Support African Travel And Tourism
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F u r t h e r i n g  t h e i r  c o r e 
commitment to  driving 
community empowerment in 
Botswana, Wilderness Safaris 
and Wilderness Air have donated 
essential supplies worth P33 
000 to its long-term Vumbura 
Concession partners, the 
Okavango Community Trust 
(OCT), in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Health. 

Wilderness Safaris also 
donated food hampers and 
hand sanitisers worth P27 000 
to 80 families in the Sankoyo 
community last week, with both 
donations greatly assisting their 
neighbours around the Vumbura 
and Santawani concessions 
during this difficult time.

“These significant donations 
form part of our commitment 
to our long-term community 
partners, and to help where 
we can and where the need is. 
During these uncertain times, it 
is vital to work closely together 
to combat COVID-19, and to 
assist our Government partners 
in their efforts to ensure that our 
communities are safe, healthy 
and receiving the support 
required to get through this 
lockdown and beyond”, notes 
Kim Nixon, Wilderness Safaris 
Botswana MD.

In collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health, community 
leaders and other individuals, the 
COVID-19 Committee of Seronga 
compiled a list of essentials for 
the OCT, including items such as 
toilet paper, tissues, detergents, 
sanitisers, rubber gloves, as 
well as antibacterial body- and 
hand soaps. 

Wilderness Safaris then 
purchased these materials, and 
was assisted with a generous 
donation from Project Sanitise 
Maun – a small committee that 
has secured funding from the 
Maun community to procure 
and distribute sanitiser within 
the local region. Wilderness Air 
donated the flights and use of two 
aircraft, valued at about P22 000, 
to deliver these much needed 
items to this remote corner of 
the Delta. The donations will 
be distributed to residents of 
the villages that form the OCT: 
Seronga, Eretsha, Beetsha, 
Gudigwa and Gunotsoga.

Wilderness Safaris Kwedi 
Concession Manager Johan 
von Backstrom, and Kago Paul, 
Wilderness Air’s Accountable 
Manager, attended the official 
handover, which took place 
at Seronga village on 29 April. 
According to Johan, “It was 
a privilege to meet with the 
Seronga Kgosi, Chairman of 
the COVID-19 Committee for 
Seronga and OCT leaders. 

Our collective efforts were 
well received, and being able 

to support our community 
partners, who we at Vumbura 
call our family, was a truly 
humbling experience. We all 
agreed that we need to stand 
together to rise up on the 
other side, and the only way 
that we can do this is by our 
continued collaboration between 
Government, Wilderness Safaris 
and OCT”.

“We remain inspired by the 
incredible work being done by 
Government, front line and 
essential staff, local organising 
committees and community 
leadership to protect our nation. 
Against this background and 
our long standing closeness to 
the people and communities 

of Botswana, we wanted to get 
involved in further relief efforts 
to the best of our ability”, Kago 
added. “We thank all who were 
involved in the distribution of 
these supplies, including the 
OCT. Now is a time of unity, 
support and ‘botho’, which 
means a deep recognition of 
another’s humanity and the 
interconnectedness of all our 
lives in Setswana”.

With a number of communities 
a f fe c t e d  by  C OV I D - 1 9 , 
Wilderness Safaris Botswana 
also donated food hampers and 
hand sanitisers to the Sankoyo 
community on the 24th of April. 
With support from Orezone 
Drilling, the team was able to 

transport the much-needed 
supplies to the 80 families in 
the village, which neighbours 
the Santawani Concession in 
the south-eastern Okavango 
Delta, where Wilderness Safaris’ 
Gomoti and Santawani camps are 
situated. This partnership has 
spanned more than a decade, 
with Wilderness Safaris paying 
lease fees to the community 
via the Sankuyo Tshwaragano 
Management Trust.

Neil Steedman, Wilderness 
Safaris Botswana Operations 

Manager, who attended this 
handover, commented that 
the donations were accepted 
with open arms and will go 
a long way to ensuring the 
communities are able to stay 
safe and at home during this 
difficult period. “We are all 
looking forward to a continued 
partnership in the uncertainty 
of a post-coronavirus world and 
are proud to offer our ongoing 
support to our valued partners 
in conservation”, he concludes.

Wilderness Safaris Botswana 
Supports Community Partners 
During COVID -19 Lockdown

CONTACTSBUSINESS NAMEPRODUCTS

Hand Sanitiser

Elite Club Processing

Amoeba Chemicals

Tlou Detergent

Beautiful Us Africa

77110152

72482618

77513545

75215491

List of LEA assisted enterprises who supply essential products critical in the fight against COVID-19

Disinfectants, Antiseptic Liquids, All Purpose Cleaners

Elite Club Processing

Amoeba Chemicals

Tlou Detergent

77110152

72482618

77513545

Lithoflex Inks 71737416 / 76715504 /
3119990

Lithoflex Inks 71737416 / 76715504 /
3119990

Face Shield

Ina Lebe (PTY) Ltd 75476927
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AFCON Records – Le 
Roy and Renard 
stand out

French coaches always had 
their place in Africa Cup of 
Nations book of records, but 
two of them have a very special 
feat to commemorate; Claude 
Le Roy and Herve Renard.
Le Roy holds the record for 

most appearances for a coach 
in AFCON history (nine), 
and most number of national 
teams guided in the continent’s 
showpiece (six). Meanwhile, 
Renard remains the only coach 
to win the AFCON title with 
two different teams; Zambia 
(2012) and Cote d’Ivoire (2015).

Claude Le Roy
The French tactician is an 

Africa Cup of Nations icon, 
after appearing in its finals 
for a record nine times, with 
six different national teams. 
He won the title once with 
Cameroon in 1988.
Le Roy started his African 

adventure when he took over 
the Indomitable Lions in 1985. 
He led Cameroon to second 
place in Egypt 1986, then to 
the trophy two years later in 
Morocco.
The journeyman also featured 

twice with Senegal, in Algeria 
1990 and at home in 1992. He 
waited till 2006 to appear in 
his fifth AFCON and with a 
third team, DR Congo. Two 
years later he was coach for 
hosts Ghana. He had his second 
appearance with DR Congo in 
South Africa 2013.
In Equatorial Guinea 2015 Le 

Roy took part in the Africa Cup 
of Nations with another team, 
Congo. And he had his ninth 
AFCON appearance and with 
a sixth different national team 
in Togo in 2017.

Herve Renard
Renard first came to the 

continent as an assistant to 
no one but mentor Le Roy, with 
Ghana in 2008. He took part in 
six AFCON campaigns and with 
three different teams; Zambia 
(2010, 2012 and 2013), Cote 
d’Ivoire (2015) and Morocco 
(2017 and 2019).
But it is his record of being 

the only coach in AFCON 
history to win the title with 
two different teams that makes 
him a standout. In Gabon and 
Equatorial Guinea 2012, Renard 
led Zambia’s Chipolopolo to 
their maiden trophy. Three years 
later, and also in Equatorial 
Guinea, he had his second 
AFCON glory, this time with 
the Elephants of Cote d’Ivoire. 
No other coach has won the 
Africa Cup of Nations title with 
different teams. Cafonline.

14 Sports

Given that most football clubs are 
now global brands, it is surprising 
that very little literature has 
focused on how football clubs’ 
brands are built over time.

Controversy exists in the 
current marketing literature 
over the use of branding in 
sports. Some scholars argue 
that supporters are likely to 
reject the idea of their football 
clubs as a brand. On the other 
hand, branding assists football 
clubs to create opportunities for 
people to identify with them 
and feel like they are a part of 
the club’s story. It gives football 
teams a personality that their 
fans identify with and connect 
with emotionally – much as they 
do with friends.

A brand is anything that 
identifies a team and seeks 
to differentiate it from its 
competitors. It includes 
functional elements like colour, 
name, and logo. It also has 
emotional elements – for football 
brands, these include brand 
culture and player behaviour 
on and off the pitch.

Football brands are important 
to marketers because supporters 
will spend more on brands they 
prefer. The sports industry seems 
to have embraced the idea of 
managing football teams as 
brands.

Superior brand management 
creates profitable football 
brands because they provide 
entertainment for a global 
audience. The total revenue of 
the big five European leagues of 
England, Italy, Germany, Spain 
and France between 2016 and 
2017 was $16.91 billion with 

global broadcasting rights 
driving total European football 
market revenue beyond $28 
billion.

In the light of the massive 
commercial success of European 
clubs, we conducted a study 
to analyse how these clubs 
gained a following in Ghana. 
We conducted interviews with 
Ghanaian fans of English Premier 
League teams and came up 
with three main insights about 
international branding strategies. 
In brief, these are about a local 
connection, perceptions of value, 
and accessibility.

Ghana’s passion for football
Ghana was the context chosen 

to explore how football clubs 
have built international global 
brands among satellite fans in a 
developing economy. Football is 
the nation’s most popular sport. 
The country has won the African 
Cup of Nations four times and 
has performed well at World 
Cup tournaments.

Many Ghanaians  have 
developed a strong taste for 
foreign products and regard 
products from other countries as 
having a higher quality and value 
than locally produced ones. This 
preference for foreign products 
seems to extend beyond simple 
consumer goods and is reflected 
in Ghanaians’ taste for foreign 
football brands.

Most Ghanaian males have a 
passionate interest in football 
and avidly support one preferred 
club. But in Ghana, as in many 
other countries, support for the 
local leagues has been eclipsed 
by intense dedication to the 
top European leagues. Ghana’s 

football fans have been drawn 
to foreign clubs, especially the 
English league, and patronise 
replica jerseys and other related 
merchandise.

Building international brands
Our study, which focused on 

the internationalisation strategy 
of English Premier League clubs, 
aimed at understanding how 
football clubs have, over time, 
built international global brands 
among fans from developing 
economies.

These clubs enjoy high 
patronage owing to the presence 
of Ghanaian (and other African) 
players in the teams. 

The study also revealed that fans 
in Ghana perceive the premier 
league as a high value product 
and are therefore prepared to 
spend on it. The old marketing 
wisdom is that everyone who 
delivers a premium service can 
administer a premium charge 
and fans perceive high value in 
the premier league products. 

Multiple distribution has also 
propelled this brand affinity. 
The English premier league is 
well distributed on traditional 
and social media. Easy access to 
the right audiences is always the 
hallmark of a superior brand as 
noted by one fan:

“I am aware of the current 
news relating to my Manchester 
United. I get updates on my 
Twitter feed, I follow them on 
Facebook, I follow the United 
stand on YouTube, and Citi FM 
provides me with daily updates 
every morning.”

These three brand building 
activities have led to the situation 
where there are almost 260 

millions fans of the English 
premier league in Africa. Ghana 
has thousands of these fans. 
They spend several thousand 
dollars a year on cable television 
subscriptions. Multichoice Ghana 
also reports that the company 
spent £296 million to purchase 
exclusive broadcast rights to 
Nigeria and other sub-Saharan 
Africa markets for three years.

English premier league fans in 
Ghana purchase data services to 
stream matches and spend on 
club paraphernalia like jerseys 
and scarves to identify with 
their favourite clubs. Marketing 
communications executives also 
hold that Ghanaian corporate 
entities spend thousands 
of dollars to associate with 
broadcasts of these matches.

The study offers some lessons 
for building global brands. 
Brands are built on consumer 
insights so it is important to 
find out what value means to the 
customer and build the brand 
from there. For example, African 
players in the premier league are 
a strong brand building tool.

It is also crucial to discover 
the mechanism customers use 
to make purchases, to enable 
easy reach. The premier league’s 
distribution model across 
different platforms has made it 
easy for fans in Ghana to consume 
the product.

Finally, all excellent brands 
are built on excellent products. 
Businesses must learn to perfect 
their products before developing 
a brand from them.

 (Theconversation.)

Ghana’s football fans love 
the English league
Here’s how the brands were built
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Yaya Toure is backing 
former Ivory Coast 
team-mate Didier 
Drogba’s bid to become 
president of the Ivorian 
Football Association 
(FIF).

“It’s time for change 
in our football. It needs 
modernity,” said Toure.

“When I say I support 
Drogba, it’s also for the 
good of the country, to 
have a former player 
of his kind investing 
himself in Africa.”

Drogba represented 

his country 105 times 
and announced his 
intention to run for the 
post back in September.

However, due to the 
ongoing Coronavirus 
pandemic, no date has 
been scheduled for the 
election.

The former Ivory 
Coast captain faces 
competition from 
incumbent Sory Diabate 
and FIF vice-president 
Idriss Diallo.

Despite support from 
Toure, not all players 

have backed Drogba’s 
bid. The union of former 
Ivorian football players 
have backed Diabate 
over Drogba.

Speaking on his 
Instagram page, Toure 
told his followers, 
“Didier was my big 
brother, my captain. 
People talked a lot about 
us but we were always 
calm, wise. We know 
each other.

“Too many people 
tried to criticise him, 
the press, fans.”

Current players from 
Ivory Coast will be given 
an opportunity to vote 
and Toure, the four-
time African footballer 
of the year who led his 
country to victory in 
the 2015 Africa Cup of 
Nations said: “I know 
he is looking for support 
and I hope he will get it 
from some of the voters, 
presidents of clubs or 
AFI (Ivorian Association 
of Football Players). 

(BBC.)

Netball South Africa president 
Cecilia Molokwane has said that 
hosting the 2023 World Cup 
will unite the country after the 
Covid-19 crisis.

South Africa won hosting 
rights for the 2023 Netball World 
Cup last year. Planning for the 
event is already well underway 
with Cecilia Molokwane at the 
heart of the preparations, but 
in recent weeks she has had 
to focus on her recovery from 
Covid-19.

“The experience was not a good 
one. It drains you emotionally. It 
drains you spiritually. It drains 

you physically and worst it drains 
you mentally because you don’t 
know if you’re going to live or 
die,” Molokwane told the BBC 
World Service’s ‘Sportsworld’ 
programme.

“And that’s why I think you 
don’t want to experience it. 
However, right now, I feel on 
top of the world.”

Having to self-isolate 
during her illness made it 
more challenging for Cecilia 
Molokwane, particularly with 
the country in lockdown.

“That was the toughest part 
actually. You know, being self-

quarantined, sitting alone in 
your room and not being able 
to hug your three-year-old 
daughter. It was one of the worst 
experiences one can ever have.

“You need support, you need 
people to be next to you and 
you’re told that if you get close 
to them, they might get sick. 
And getting sick means they 
might die.

“It was the very worst period 
of my life. I’ve never experienced 
anything like it, despite losing my 
husband last year in February.

“But this was draining because 
you’re sitting alone, you’re 

thinking so much on your own, 
whether I’m going to live or 
die. What’s going to happen to 
me when I die. What’s going to 
happen to my children.

“I’m not used to sitting 
alone. I’m used to being an 
active person by nature so that 
also drained me. And it made 
me realise that, oh - life is so 
precious,” Molokwane reflected.

Netball - like all sports - has 
ground to a halt during the 
coronavirus pandemic but 
despite the pressures, Cecilia 
Molokwane says the World Cup 
will be held in South Africa as 

planned.
“We need it to bring the 

country together again because 
one thing that can do that is 
sport. And I think the Netball 
World Cup 2023 can bring the 
whole country together again 

and make sure we’re united 
again.”

It remains to be seen how much 
Netball will be hit financially 
by the coronavirus crisis and 
Molokwane admits she has deep 
concerns about the impact on 
her sport.

With South Africa still in 
lockdown, Cecilia Molokwane 
knows the country will “take 
time” to recover from the 
measures imposed by the 
government.

She says that focusing on 
Netball’s global showpiece event 
in 2023 will help challenge minds 
and spread some much-needed 
positivity.

“We need to host the best 
World Cup - the best African 
World Cup that we have ever 
hosted. And we want to be a 
force to be reckoned with. Africa 
is the giant that is sleeping and 
needs to be awakened. 

(Bbc.)

‘Hosting World Cup will unite 
country’ after virus – SA 
Netball chief Molokwane

Yaya Toure Backs Didier Drogba’s 
Bid For Ivorian FA Presidency

‘‘South Africa won 
hosting rights for 
the 2023 Netball 
World Cup last year. 
Planning for the 
event is already 
well underway with 
Cecilia Molokwane 
at the heart of the 
preparations, but 
in recent weeks she 
has had to focus on 
her recovery from 
Covid-19.

 Didier Drogba
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THE AFRICAN STORY

The coronavirus pandemic 
has continued to cause major 
upsets on world sports and 
African football has not been 
left behind, with the effects 
already rolling down. Here is 
how the pandemic has so far 
affected African leagues.

Mauritius
Mauritius became the first 

African country to end its football 
season due to the pandemic 
after an initial indefinite 
postponement on March 19. 
The Football Association, 
through General Secretary Didier 
Gnanapragassa communicated 
to the clubs the decision to wind 
down the season throughout the 
country over uncertainties as to 
when the pandemic will be over.

A decision is yet to be made 
on its representatives in next 
year’s CAF Clubs competitions.

Kenya
The Football Kenya Federation 

has decided to end football across 
all its seven tiers of the men’s 
game as well as the two tiers 
of the Women Leagues. Under 
a Force Majeure clause in its 
rules, the champions of each 
league will be decided by the 
standings at mid-season.

Gor Mahia are crowned the 
Premier League champions for 
a 19th time with Chemelil Sugar 
and Sony Sugar relegated while 
Nairobi City Stars are champions 

of the second tier and promoted 
to the Premier League alongside 
Bidco United.

The two tiers of the women’s 
leagues have consequently been 
cancelled as they had only played 
one round of matches into the 
new season.

Angola
After a meeting with the top 

tier clubs, the Angolan Football 
Federation also made a decision 
on it’s leagues and different from 
Kenya, they decided to cancel 
the season with five rounds of 
matches left to play.

Petro de Luanda were leading 
the top tier with 54 points with 
Primero de Agosto second. A 
decision was reached that the 
two clubs will represent Angola 
in the Total CAF Champions 
League.

For the Confederations Cup 
representative, a decision 
will be reached at a later date, 
depending on finances and the 
coronavirus situation.

Guinea
The President of the Guinean 

Professional Football League 
(LGFP) General Mathurin 
Bangoura announced that the 
top two tiers of Guinean football 
will not be able to be completed 
because of the pandemic.

With the uncertainty on when 
the pandemic will be over, 
Bangoura said a unanimous 

decision was reached to cancel 
the season with no champions, 
promotion or relegation.

The league had reached the 
halfway point with Horoya 
leading the standings with 29 
points, four ahead of second 
placed Wakirya. The Federation 
is set to make a decision on 
the representatives for CAF 
Competitions.

Burkina Faso
The Emergency Committee 

of the Burkina Faso Football 
Federation has made the decision 
to cancel the top tier season 
with six rounds of matches left 
to play.

There will be no champions 
or relegation in the top tier, 
but with the second tier already 
completed, the top two teams 
will be promoted which means 
the next season of the top tier 
league will have 18 teams

At the same time, Rahimo FC 
has been selected to represent 
Burkina Faso in the Total CAF 
Champions League while 
Salitas FC will play in the CAF 
Confederation Cup.

Ethiopia
The Executive Committee 

of the Ethiopia Football 
Federation, in consultation 
with government organs and 
the league administrators has 
announced the cancellation 
of all tiers of football in the 

Eastern Africa Country with no 
champions declared, promotion 
or relegation as well.

The league was halted early 
March as the coronavirus 
pandemic began to gather 
pace with Fasil Kenema top of 
the standings with 30 points, 
Mekelle Enderta second with 
28 points, same as third placed 
St, George.

Consequently, EFF has 
announced that Ethiopia will 
not have a representative at 
next season’s continental club 
championship.

Congo
The Congo Football Federation 

has named AS Otoho as 
champions of the 2019-20 season 
after cancelling all football due 
to the coronavirus.

The Executive Committee 
made the decision after a meeting 
to assess the situation and it 
was unanimously agreed that 
it would be difficult to resume 
sporting activities soon.

Otoho who were leading the 

standings with a 14-point gap 
with six matches remaining 
before the season was halted will 
play in the Total CAF Champions 
League while second placed 
Diables Noirs will play in the 
CAF Confederation Cup.

Liberia
T h e  L i b e r i a  Fo o t b a l l 

Association has also announced 
the cancellation of all its football 
leagues with no champions, 
relegation or promotion after 
a meeting of the Executive 
Committee.

With nine rounds of matches 
left, Mighty Barolle were leading 
the standings with 23 points, 
one ahead of BEA Mountain 
and two ahead of third placed 
MC Breweries. The league was 
still open with only four points 
separating the leaders and the 
eighth placed team.

Meanwhile the Liberia FA will 
consult on a play-off between 
the top four to determine 
representatives at next season’s 
CAF Competitions.

(Cafonl)

COVID-19 IMPACT ON COVID-19 IMPACT ON 
AFRICAN LEAGUESAFRICAN LEAGUES

‘‘African football has not been left behind, with 
the effects already rolling down. Here is how the 
pandemic has so far affected African leagues


