
th
ev

oi
ce

bw
.c

om
  

SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

Friday 
May 01, 2020

V1145    P8.50
(Incl VAT)  

100%
BONUS
AIRTIME

Transfer money to your MyZaka 
account from any bank  account 
via  Mascom online, 
https://online.mascom.bw

*167#
DIAL

Promotion runs from Wednesday 22nd April - Thursday 30th April 2020. 
Terms and conditions apply. E&OE

www.mascom.bw

Check on your loved ones, with up 
to 100% bonus airtime when you 
recharge with Mascom MyZaka

BURNT 
TO DEATH
Mysterious fire kills

 one, injures two
BY SHARON MATHALA

“Do you have a brother?” 
“Can you even imagine what it 

feels like to hear your brother ‘s 
screams fade away into a faint cry by 
the minute until he is silent while you 

watch as he burns to death?” 
These questions were asked by 

Bokhutlo Patshwane, a 32- year old 
traumatised woman who helplessly 
watched as her brother died in a myste-
rious fire on Monday morning.

Re-living the horrific incident, 
which will forever be etched in her 

memory, Phatshwane told of how she 
was the first person to wake up to the 
desperate screams of her 39-year-old 
brother, Keoikantse Patshwane.

TURN TO PAGE 2DECEASED: 
Keoikantse

PLEASE GIVE 
US FOOD

STARVING: No 
sign of food in 
Teko’s mud hut
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JWANENG 
TOWN MAYOR 

WINS COVID -19 
TENDER

BY SHARON MATHALA

Jwaneng Town mayor, Olga 
Ditsie has come under fire for 
winning Covid-19 food relief 
tender.

Through her company, Ditsie 
investment the mining town 
mayor has benefited from the 
programme much to the chagrin 
of many local businessmen.

A disgruntled councillor told 
The Voice in an interview that 
some local businesses have ex-
pressed disappointment at the 
council’s decision to award the 
mayor the Covid-19 food relief 
tender ahead of more deserving 
candidates.

“The main query here is that 
she is gainfully employed and is 
still on her mayoral job salary. 
We feel that such tenders should 
have been reserved for those that 
have been seriously affected by 
the pandemic and the lockdown,” 
another source from within the 
council said.

“It is a conflict of interest 
in my view. She should have ab-
solved herself from such tenders 
to give struggling businesses a 
chance to stay afloat,” opined 
another concerned council em-
ployee.

Reached for a comment Ditsie 
did not deny that she had won the 
tender.

“ Yes I will not deny it, my 
company has been engaged to 
provide services but that is only 
because the company has been 

JWANENG TOWN MAYOR: Olga Ditsie

doing so for the past years. Coun-
cil has been engaging my general 
dealer for many years now. I have 
had the company since 2003,way 
before I got into politics and be-
fore winning the mayoral seat,” 
Ditsie explained.

The vibrant Jwaneng mayor 
further explained that she did not 
sit on the board that awarded the 
tender. 

“My company is one of the 22 
companies that have been award-
ed the tender simply out of merit 
because I have the capacity to 
supply. There is no conflict of in-
terest there,” she said.

This is not the first time a 
mayor was slammed for winning a 
tender from her own council.

Recently the Francistown 
mayor also received backlash af-
ter his company also benefitted 
from the food relief programme. 

Meanwhile the economic food 
relief programme has been tipped 
to cost Government a staggering 
P 150 870 083 and will be rolled out 
to vulnerable families. 

When addressing the nation on 
Monday evening, President Mokg-
weetsi Masisi stated that 300,156 
households have been assessed 
and 244,080 have been recommend-
ed for assistance. 

“Government will scale up the 
distribution process of food pack-
ages and this assistance will con-
tinue until the situation regard-
ing the containment of COVID-19 
is fully under control,” Masisi 
said.

BURNT TO DEATH
“My bedroom is directly 

adjacent to his house, so I was 
woken up by him calling out 
our names but I was afraid to 
go outside because I thought 
he was being attacked by 
thieves. However, I quickly 
gathered the strength to peep 
outside the window and the 
huge flame I saw coming from 
his house sent shivers down 
my spine,” said the visibly 
shaken sister, her voice break-
ing with emotion. 

The brother’s family, 
Bokhutlo said, had gone to 
sleep in peace on Sunday 
night with no sign that trou-
ble and death were looming at 
3 am when the fire broke out.

“ He was with his girlfriend 
and their seven –year- old son 
when they retired to bed,” the 
sister explained

The Voice travelled to the 
sleepy village of Kumakwane 
a few hours after the incident 
occurred and found scores 
of curious people gathered 
around the compound discuss-
ing the possible cause of the 
inferno, despite the extreme 
social distancing regulations.

Another devastated 
younger sister, 34 -year -old 
Gofenyaone Patshwane spoke 
of how she was still numb 
with shock from the tragic 
demise of her brother. 

‘ When I got out my broth-
er’s girlfriend was outside the 
house rolling on the ground 

SOMBRE MOOD: Mourners 

FROM PAGE 2

to put out the flames that had 
engulfed her. Their child was 
found burnt but alive hiding 
inside the wardrobe,” Gofeny-
aone said.

The girlfriend to the de-
ceased was rushed to the hos-
pital by one of the neighbours 
while the sisters tried in vain 
to put out the fire. 

The distraught family said 
in their panic they only man-
aged to call the police and not 

the fire department.
”Police arrived after a 

long time and rescued the 
seven - year old boy from the 
wardrobe and rushed him to 
the hospital where he is be-
ing treated for third degree 
burns,” Gofenyaone said

Thamaga Police station 
commander, Moses Kwarare 
confirmed the incident but re-
fused to share details of what 
could have caused the fire.
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THUMBS UP FOR 
THREE-PHASE LOCKDOWN

Would he, wouldn’t he? On Monday 
night, the nation waited with bated 
breath for President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi’s update on the response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The address, broadcast live on Btv as 
well as The Voice’s Facebook page, saw 
Masisi extend the lockdown – initially set 
to end on Friday - by 21 days. 

However, there was a twist. 
His Excellency explained the exten-

sion would be enacted in three stages, 
with Phase1 - a continuation of the lock-
down in its current format - taking place 
from May 1 – 7.  

The second phase (May 8 -14) will see 
some – although the President did not 
disclose which - restrictions lifted.

The final phase, from May 15 -21, will 
see government gradually lift all remain-
ing lockdown restrictions.

However, Masisi stressed the plan 
was based on the success the country an-
ticipate in the fight against Corona and 
could be adapted should this success not 
materialise. He further pointed out such 
success is dependent on cooperation and 
adherence to the current lockdown rules. 

The Voice Staffer, DANIEL CHIDA 
asked different political leaders what the 
latest move means for the nation.

Phenyo Butale - Secretary General 

KAGELELO KENTSE

MOETI MOHWASAPRESIDENT MOKGWEETSI MASISI PHENYO BUTALE

of Alliance for Progressives
We want lives to be spared; whatever 

is in Government’s power should be done 
to save lives. In principle, a phasing ap-
proach is preferred over sudden decisions. 
We have no qualms with that. We support 
a phased approach as we have already in-
dicated in our leader’s appeal to do every-
thing in our power, and adopt new ways 
to ensure every student does not lose out 
from learning this school year.  

We are concerned about the hardship 
and hunger of so many families across 
the country not because the resources 
are not there but because of lack of or-
ganisation and unnecessary processes. 

We are still concerned about whether 
the professional teams, not only at the 
presidential task team level but at level 
of the health ministry, are in place or 
empowered to pursue their health threat 
solutions. We are not satisfied that they 
are in place or empowered.  

We are concerned about procurement 
processes and lack of oversight in the 
face of State of Emergency. Government 
has not done enough to explain economic 
plans - which major projects are on hold 
and which ones are proceeding and why 
as well as the implementation progress 
of promised cushioning programs.

Moeti Mohwasa - Head of 
Communications of Umbrella for 

Democratic Change
 We welcome the decision by the Pres-

ident to work on a phased lifting of the 
lockdown. This is necessary to ensure 
that we return to our routine life. It will 
also reduce the burden on the govern-
ment to provide for families. A prolonged 
lockdown can lead to instability and civil 
strive, something we would not like to 
see happening in this country. Though we 
are of the view that in areas where there 
hasn’t been any reported cases the lock-
down should be lifted as of 1st May, we 
have no qualms with the one-week lock-
down extension. 

Our economy is going to come out 
battered and there is need for a compre-
hensive and elaborate stimulus package. 
The stimulus package should not only 
target sectors that grow the Gross Do-
mestic Product quickly, but should also 
be job creating and inclusive with special 
reference and bias to small, medium and 
micro enterprises (SMMEs), agriculture 
and the informal sector. 

SMMEs, agriculture and the informal 
sector account for the largest share of 
employment in Botswana. This catastro-
phe presents us with an opportunity to 
overhaul and restructure our economy. 
We encourage the government to seri-
ously consider huge investment in infra-
structure with the locals being the larg-
est beneficiaries. 

Long-term stimulus package should 
cover: Infrastructure (roads, ICT, power, 
water, etc), Social Infrastructure (main-
tenance of schools, health facilities, 
building of houses, offices), Investment 

in Science, Research and Development 
to generate technologies to benefit the 
whole economy. Covid-19 has shown us 
that our Universities, etc can achieve 
something if well funded. Reform our 
education to provide skills and knowl-
edge to support several sectors including 
health. Invest in Agriculture and manu-
facturing and provide guaranteed loans 
to SMMES

Kagelelo Kentse - Botswana 
Democratic Party’s Chairman of 
Communications

As the BDP we welcome the pro-
nouncements by the President. We equal-
ly want to applaud the government for 
its concerted efforts to contain and deal 
with this pandemic decisively. 

President Masisi has led the country 
extremely well under the circumstances 
and we can see that the decisions made 
have saved this republic. We commend 
our frontline officers and their sterling 
work. We also thank Batswana for being 
compatriots and heeding the safety calls 
as advised by the government, se tsh-
warwa ke ntja pedi ga se thata. 

Lastly, let’s continue to comply with 
health advice by staying home, practic-
ing social distancing, washing our hands 
regularly with clean water and soap and 
sanitizing. With that we can achieve go-
ing back to normalcy after May 22.
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Terms and conditions apply. Absa Bank Botswana Limited (registered number BW00001237900) is regulated by the Bank of Botswana.

We stand with you

Our customers have stood with us for the past 70 years and we stand with them during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. We know that the COVID-19 crisis has affected a lot of our customers 
financially. That’s why we’ve created a COVID-19 Relief Programme to help  ease the strain during 
this difficult time.

Absa’s COVID-19 Relief Programme for Retail customers:

Absa’s COVID-19 Relief Programme for Business Banking and CIB customers:

1
Payment holiday will be offered for the following products; Personal Loans, Mortgages and Vehicle and Asset Finance 
and will be reviewed for eligible customers affected by COVID-19

Free Absa to Absa funds transfer on mobile and internet banking as well as on the Absa Banking App

Free ATM funds transfer to your own Absa accounts

25% discount on ATM cash deposits, purchase of airtime, bill payments and Cash Back at POS Machine

We have also launched the Absa Bot, a virtual assistant available 24/7 to answer customers most commonly       
asked questions

1
Loan payment holiday relief, restructuring of existing facilities and short term liquidity requests will be reviewed for 
sectors and eligible customers affected by COVID-19

Free new installations for Absa Integrator and Absa Internet Banking

Free monthly membership fees for new Absa Integrator and Absa Internet Banking customers

25% off on all Absa Integrator and Absa Internet Banking Domestic electronic transfers

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

Who can benefit from the Absa Covid 19 relief programme?

Customers in the Retail, Business and Corporate and Investment Banking segments.

When is the Covid 19 relief programme starting?

It’s effective April 1 2020.

How do I access the Covid 19 programme offer? 

For Retail customers, you should be signed up for our digital banking channels to enjoy the free offers.

Furthermore, affected customers should send their Omang/Passport and the official letter from the employer 
indicating the changes in remuneration to AbsaBotswanaDebtRelief@absa.africa for assistance or drop them off at 
the nearest branch.

For Premier, Business and Corporate and Investment Banking (CIB) segments, talk to your Relationship Manager.

For all your questions and queries, our Contact Centre is available on +267 315 9575 or visit our website absa.co.bw 

Together, we can beat Coronavirus.

#StaySafe

THE PRINCE 
WHO WOULD 

BE KING
• Tough road ahead for Dibeela
• BNF members shun his faction for Boko

BY DANIEL CHIDA

Botswana National Front’s (BNF) Vice 
President (VP), Prince Dibeela’s dreams 
of becoming party leader look to be on 
increasingly shaky ground. 

The BNF second-in-command’s plans to 
challenge Duma Boko for the party presiden-
cy are fast going awry with would-be allies 
ditching him for the opposite camp. 

Dibeela’s faction suffered a bitter blow 
after their target for the VP position, Dr 
Patrick Molutsi, joined forces with Boko’s 
lobbyists in the Chairman role.

The position is yet to be filled.
Dibeela’s group, ‘Team Restoration: Re-

turning the BNF to its Revolutionary Cul-
ture’, were dealt a further knock with the 
loss of Tabona Masole, reportedly earmarked 
for National Organising Secretary. 

Just like Molutsi, Masole turned down 
Dibeela for Boko’s camp.  

According to an inside source, this dou-
ble blow has left Dibeela extremely frustrat-
ed as he had envisioned the two ‘defectors’ 
playing a crucial role in his rise.

“Chances are that after the congress, 
Dibeela will be an ordinary member because 
if he loses the presidency seat then it will be 
over for him. Already the journey is getting 
tough for his team.” 

The source predicted there would be 
more high-profile defections after lockdown, 
‘further crippling Dibeela’s campaign.

When contacted for a quote, Dibeela 
would not be drawn into discussing the mat-
ter.

“I cannot comment on such allegations,” 
was all the 2019 general elections candidate 
for Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) 
for Mmathethe/Molapowabojang was pre-
pared to say.

Similarly, Molutsi flatly refused to com-
ment on the issue. 

“I don’t discuss BNF matters with the 
media,” explained the man who unsuccess-
fully stood as the UDC candidate for Good-
hope/Mabule constituency at last year’s gen-
eral elections. 

However, Masole confirmed he had turned 
Dibeela’s team down. 

“It is true I was approached by Dibeela’s 
team but I told them that I and the region 
are supportive of the party president’s cam-
paign team. We also have to wait for the 
northern regional congress to give us direc-
tion.” 

Masole stressed his decision was nothing 
personal against Dibeela.

“We are all BNF members,” concluded the 
Marobela ward Councillor.

FRUSTRATED: Dibeela BOKO’S MAN: Dr Molutsi

TEAM BOKO: Masole
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HUNGER GROWLS IN KUTAMOGORE

BY KABELO DIPHOLO

Residents of Kutamogore in 
the Nata/Gweta Constituency 
are beginning to feel 
the grueling realities of 
lockdown.

With the majority of its peo-
ple battling unemployment, life 
in the small settlement is tough 
at the best of times.

Four weeks into a nation-
wide lockdown - with an addi-
tional 21 days still to follow – 
many families in the village are 
now without food and growing 
increasingly desperate.

Despite their need, the com-
munity have waited patiently 
for the lifeline Covid-19 Food Re-
lief packages promised by gov-
ernment.

However, that hope is fast 
turning to anguish as the cha-
otic assessment by social work-
ers has left many out in the cold.

Hungry and agitated, resi-
dents are accusing their leaders 
of distributing food along politi-
cal and family lines.

“There’s absolutely no coor-

CONCERNED: Councillor Jimani

Restless residents grow 
increasingly desperate 

Councillor in the dark about 
Covid-19 food hampers

dination. Some families have re-
ceived two hampers in the space 
of two weeks while others are 
yet to be assessed,” blasted Nono 
Pagiwa.

The Kutamogore man is dis-
turbed by the squalor in his vil-
lage, something he says is even 
harder to bear when he sees peo-
ple receiving their hampers on 
Btv every day.

“Why has it taken this long 
to assess people in Kutamogore? 
A village with such an alarm-
ing rate of unemployment?” de-
manded an emotional Pagiwa.

Another resident, Zwinzji 
Amos, who owns a mini-truck, 
told The Voice he was shocked 
to learn mini-truck owners were 
asked to register their vehicles 
to be used to distribute the food 
hampers. 

“This information was never 
relayed to us. I’d have registered 
and made a little bit of cash,” he 
said, grimacing wistfully at the 
lost opportunity. 

The same sentiments were 
shared by Venda Tanyaka, a self 
employed youth in the village.

“One would have thought Ku-

tamogore, where almost every-
one works at Ipepegeng, would 
be top of the list to be helped 
with the food hampers. But no, 
they started dishing out food in 
Dukwi and Nata, villages which 
are better off!” he exclaimed, 
a mystified look darkening his 
handsome features.

Tanyaka is adamant Ku-
tamogore, Mosetse and Lepashe 
are being overlooked because 
they voted for an opposition 
councillor.

“How else do you explain 
that people who need food the 
most are being left to starve? 
Some people were assessed al-
most a month ago and to this 
day have not received any food 
hampers. This is bad, because 

we’re talking about extremely 
poor citizens who’ll never speak 
out against any injustice,” sur-
mised Tanyaka, pausing to 
catch his breath before continu-
ing his tirade.

“You can’t live without food. 
It’s just impossible. It’s even 
worse when you’ve imposed 
movement restrictions on the 
people,” concluded the fired-up 
youth.

Area councillor, Ntshima Ji-
mani told The Voice that what 
the government and responsible 
ministers are preaching on state 
media is not the reality on the 
ground.

“People are starving!” he 
warned simply.

 Highlighting the confusion 

and apparent lack of organisa-
tion surrounding the delivery 
of hampers, Jimani said, “As the 
area councillor I’ve no idea how 
this food is being distributed. 
Recently food was taken from 
schools and the brigade and dis-
tributed to residents without 
my knowledge. I have no idea 
who assessed the recipients!”

Laying bare the deadly ur-
gency of the situation, the wor-
ried politician maintained that 
if the distribution of food is not 
done properly some of his con-
stituents may die of hunger.

“There’s no how this can be 
done with the involvement of 
councillors,” reiterated the Bo-
tswana Patriotic Front (BPF) 
man.

NOT HAPPY: Nono Pagiwa SMELLS A RAT: Venda Tanyaka
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A HAPPY STING 
IN THE TAIL

UK-based BDF officer moved by ghetto teen’s tale
BY CHRISTINAH MOTHABANE

What started as a humiliating, 
painful and potentially life-
threatening experience has ended 
with a happy surprise for a young 
football fan in Francistown.

14-year-old Tshenolo Masala hit the 
headlines in March after suffering nu-
merous stings when a swarm of bees de-
scended on the Old Francistown Stadium 
during the Calendar Stars vs Jwaneng 
Fighters Orange FA Cup match.

The game was televised live on Btv 
and the nation watched hypnotized as the 
cameras zoomed in on a clearly terrified 
Masala desperately trying to escape the 
furious bees.

Describing the moment the swarm 
struck, Calendar Stars goalkeeper Nsala 
Mosinyi told The Voice at the time, “The 
bees unleashed themselves on fans in the 
stands, compelling some to run for safe-
ty. After the boy got an injection I nearly 
panicked because he was not moving. I 
feared the worst!”

Fortunately, although his face was to 
remain badly swollen for a few days to fol-
low, Masala survived the attack.

However, when The Voice published 
the story on our Facebook page, some of 
the comments were less than sympathet-
ic, poking fun at the unfortunate Selepa 
Secondary School student.  

A month later and kindness has now 

KIND HEARTED: Tafa

come from an unlikely source on the oth-
er side of the planet.

Browsing through The Voice’s latest 
online articles from his base in UK De-
fence Academy in Watchfield, England, 
Moeng Tafa came across Masala’s touch-
ing story. 

The 41-year-old Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF) officer 
was so moved by what he 
read that he resolved to 
extend a helping hand 
and reignite the teen’s 
love for sports.  

Taking to Facebook, 
Tafa, a proud Francis-
towner, tracked down 
the journalist respon-
sible for the 24 March 
feature ‘Boy, 14, survives 
bee attack at Orange FA cup 
match’.

He then sent the sum of P700, 
money meant for Masala to buy sports 
gear with.

“The idea was sparked by the appar-
ent inhuman remarks following the sad 
incident. I felt sorry for the boy and 
feared the episode might turn him away 
from his love of football. So, to rejuve-
nate his passion and help him forget his 
ordeal with the bees, I decided to donate 
a small amount so the young lad can 
purchase his favourite training gear,” 
explained Tafa, who is a firm follower 
of struggling Francistown outfit City 

Greens.
“Hence my love for Ghetto football!” 

quipped the kind-hearted soldier.
The Good Samaritan added that he 

hopes his gesture can help transform a 
traumatic experience into a positive one.

“More so that young people can 
be easily swayed into joining 

the wrong crowds which could 
lead them into trouble. The 

bottom line is to have the 
young man continuing to 
follow his passion despite 
the negative comments 
he received,” stressed 
Tafa, adding he is ‘ex-
cited’ to monitor the 
youngster’s progress in 

the future.
When The Voice sur-

prised Masala at his home in 
Colored location on Tuesday af-

ternoon, the football loving teen was 
left humbled by Tafa’s kindness. 

Grinning uncontrollably, Masala’s 
happiness is a stark contrast to the 
weak, traumatised youth The Voice en-
countered on our last visit.

“I am much delighted, more so that I 
needed the sports gear but could not af-
ford it. I am a defender here in Colored lo-
cation for the Ghetto Stars team so I re-
ally need the gear. After lockdown I will 
definitely start by buying the shoes,” he 
said, laughing in wonder at his unexpect-
ed fortune.

“Thank you so much. I promise to 
make you proud,” was Masala’s parting 
message to his benefactor, his young 
face lit up with a shy but determined 
smile.

Masala confirmed his love for foot-
ball has not diminished and, when sport 
returns, he intends to be in the stands 
to shout his support for Calendar Stars 
once again.

Truly a tale worthy of the beautiful 
game!

FLASHBACK: Masala 
after the bee attack 

SMILE OF DELIGHT: An excited Masala 
recieiving his gift as family members 
watch on
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COVID -19 FOOD BASKETS 
POLITICALLY WEAPONISED
BDP cllrs accuse social workers of 

colluding with former cllrs
BY DANIEL CHIDA

Tlokweng Sub District Council 
efforts to distribute Covid 19 food 
have been drastically hampered by 
political fights and differences.

The council, which has so far man-
aged to distribute food to only 989 house-
holds out of the 12 272 people who quali-
fied for government food relief was put on 
the spotlight when ruling party council-
lors complained of interference from for-
mer councillors.

The concerned Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) councillors have accused 
social workers of colluding with former 
opposition party councillors to highjack 
the food relief programme and use it as a 
political campaign tool.

Speaking on behalf of her team, Coun-
cillor Veronica Mothibedi of Masetlheng 
ward complained that social workers had 
chosen to snub BDP councillors when it 
comes to identifying beneficiaries of the 
Covid- 19- food baskets.

 “We tried to provide the council with 
a list of people who were in dire need of CONFIRMING: Mfolwe

food hampers but our lists were over-
looked while the lists from former coun-
cillors were prioritised,” Mothibedi said. 

 The BDP councillors have also cried 
foul that the council does not update 
them on their schedule, rendering them 
useless to their people who often depend 
on their elected representatives to know 
what is happening in the constituency.

 “Every time people come to us for 
help we fail to assist them because we are 
also clueless as the council has decided to 
keep us in the dark,” she said.

“There is no mischief on our part as they 
allege. We acknowledge that we have been 
slow in executing our duties but we will 
soon speed up the process. ”

Although, a  UDC former councillor, 
Saelo Seitshiro dismissed the allegation 
as ‘usual lies by politicians’, the Council 
Chair, Phillip Mfolwe confirmed the con-
flict.  

“I have also been notified by council-
lors of the interference of some former 

Councillors, who are always seen milling 
around the council office. 

“Allegations brought to me have indi-
cated that former councillors have favour 
amongst the social welfare office and are 
attended to before the current leader-
ship. Furthermore these former coun-
cillors are issued with Covid -19 permits 
contrary to the extreme social distanc-
ing regulations. It is clear that there are 
some staff members who entertain this 
in a deliberate effort to try and sabotage 
government efforts. We have decided to 
write a letter to that effect with suppot-
ing evidence to management,” he said. 
Mfolwe also revealed that on the ground 
things were falling apart with food distri-
bution process moving at a snail’s pace. 

Tlokweng Council’s Spokesperson, 
Thapelo Timono confirmed that the food 
distribution process was slow but denied 
allegations of collusion between social 
workers and former councillors. 

“There is no mischief on our part as 
they allege. We acknowledge that we have 
been slow in executing our duties but we 
will soon speed up the process, ” he said.
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RETAILERS 
IN SUSPENSE 
REGARDING 

APRIL RENTALS

BY KABELO  ADAMSON

Big shopping complex landlords around 
Gaborone were on Thursday yet to 
meet with tenants to make a decision 
on April rental payment.

Since the beginning of Extreme Social 
Distancing at the beginning of April, shop-
ping malls have become virtually empty as 
non-essential establishments closed.

This has meant that many businesses 
have not been able to generate revenue for 
the month of April.

Turnstar, owners and managers of Game 
City mall in Gaborone said they were yet to 
make a solid decision on how to assist their 
tenants, who are mostly retailers.

“We are constantly engaging with our 
tenants but right now there is nothing I can 
say regarding the arrangement. You have to 
realise that we also have operational costs 
that we incur,” said Asset Manager, Kagiso 
Morokotso.

Khumo Property Asset Management, 
which manages a number of properties on 
behalf of their clients also said a decision 
was yet to be made regarding how clients 
would be assisted.

The company manages among others 
Railpark Mall and Airport Junction Mall in 
Gaborone.

In an interview, the company Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Outule Bale said a decision 
on the way forward will be made by land-
lords after consultation with tenants,

“What I can tell you is that we are in con-
stant consultations with the tenants and 
also monitoring the situation,” said Bale, 
adding that they were at a stage where case-
by-case assessments of clients’ predica-
ments were being carried out.

However he pointed out that ultimately 
it would be the landlords who would be re-
sponsible for making a final decision.

Chief Executive Officer of JB, Rajesh 
Nair said as a client he was yet to meet with 
his landlord to map a way forward regarding 
rental.

“Right now there is nothing that has 
been said by the landlords, we are waiting 
for the lockdown to end to meet with them 
so we can find a way to meet each other half-
way,” said Nair.

Railpark Mall 

JB CEO: Rajesh Nair 
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Mr. Ramachandran Ottappathu (as a common shareholder) and his group of companies on Wednesday contributed P12.15 
million to the President’s Covid 19 Relief Fund. Mr Ram in his personal capacity contributed P5 million alone to the fund. The 
group of companies which contributed to the Covid19 Relief Fund include, Choppies Distribution Centre, Far Properties, JB 
Sports, Reddy’s group of companies, Distron Botswana and agriculture farms Admiral Touch and Adams Apple.

In a function held at the Office of the President, Mr Ram Ottappathu, CEO ,Choppies said. “The global situation regarding 
COVID-19 is evolving quickly. Botswana has been already a model for Africa in democracy and development. And now, we 
hope our nation will be a role model for the whole world in controlling the virus and reducing the pain of the poor. At a time 
of great uncertainty, I’m inspired by the energy, resilience, and commitment of our government, specially the health workers, 
police force and the military force,”

He added that His Excellency and his government need all sorts of support to fight this pandemic. He always encourages and 
asks the private sector to take the lead. “Our feel is that the private sector should come forward and support the government 
so that it need not go back to take money from our reserves as that should be for rainy days,”

On behalf of Choppies, Chairman Uttam Corea, CEO Ram Ottappathu and Group CFO Vidya Sanooj together handed over
P 3.4 million to the President of Botswana. Mr Tom Pritchard, Ms.Carol Jean Haward and Mr. Farouk Ismail are the other 
directors of the company. On behalf of Far Properties, Chairman Willie Mokgatlhe handed over P 1 million. Mr Ranjith Priyalal 
De Silva, Mr Bafana Kgotla Molomo and Mr Faizel Ismail are the other directors of the company. JB Sports Managing Director 
Julian Mathew signed the P 1 million cheque on behalf of the company while Reddy’s group of companies’ Managing Director 
Anji Reddy has contributed P 500,000. On behalf of Distron Botswana Mr Ram Ottappathu, director signed the cheque worth 
P 250,000. Agriculture farms Admiral Touch and Adam’s Apple were represented by Director Vidya Sanooj (P 1 Million.)

CHOPPIES CEO AND HIS GROUP COMPANIES 
CONTRIBUTED P 12.15 MILLION TO 
PRESIDENT’S COVID 19 RELIEF FUND.

1

2

3

456

1. Mr. Ram Ottappathu, Choppies CEO handing over the P 5 million cheque to His Excellency, President 
Dr Mokgweetsi E. Masisi   2. Choppies Chairman Uttam Corea handing over Choppies contribution to 
Covid 19 Fund to President Dr Mokgweetsi E. Masisi   3. JB Sports CEO Rajesh Nair handing over  
P 1 million cheque to the President Dr Mokgweetsi E. Masisi   4. Far Properties Chairman Willie 
Mokgatlhe handing over P 1 million cheque to President Dr Mokgweetsi E. Masisi   5. Reddy’s group’s 
contribution to Covid 19 Fund   6. Distron Botswana’s contribution to Covid 19 Fund 
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AN EYE FOR 
GENEROSITY

BY KABELO DIPHOLO

The government’s clarion 
call for able citizens to 
donate to the Covid-19 
Relief Fund has brought 
the best out of many 
Batswana. 

Across the length and 
breadth of the country, com-
panies and individuals con-
tinue to contribute through 
different mediums, nobly aid-
ing government’s efforts to 
cushion the blow of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic on her needy 
citizens.

In Francistown, 32-year-
old businessman Pako Se-
rumola has joined countless 
others in taking a leading role 
in ensuring no family goes to 
bed hungry by donating to the 
Francistown City Council. 

Through his newly opened 
gym, Fitness Factory, which 
operates from Tati River Mall, 
Serumola handed 50 food ham-
pers worth over P10, 000 to the 
Town Clerk, Lopang Pule last 
Thursday.

In a brief interview with 
The Voice on the sidelines, the 
young businessman said the 
gesture came from the bottom 
of his heart, which ‘skipped 
a beat’ after observing what 
has been going on around the 
world and in Botswana.

“It dawned on me that our 
government is overwhelmed. 
Our government needs help if 
we’re to defeat this pandem-
ic!” he stressed.

An Optometrist (eye doc-
tor) by profession, Serumola 
also runs Healthy Eye Optom-
etrists in Ghetto, an enter-

prise that, like many others, 
was adversely affected by the 
lockdown regulations. 

“We depend mostly on 
walk-ins; so if there’s no 
one walking in the city, even 
though we’ve been identified 
as an essential service, we 
are also going to sink,” he ex-
plained ruefully.

His gym also had to shut 
down following government’s 
directive on gymnasiums and 
hair salons.

“When it started we were 
told we could only allow 100 
people. Then it went to 50 
and eventually 10 people. It 
didn’t make business sense to 
continue operating. In fact, 
because I’m also a health con-
scious person, I long closed 
my business on 24th March 
before government issued a 
directive,” he said.

Despite the beating his 
businesses have taken, Seru-
mola selflessly dipped into 
his pocket to put food on the 
tables of 50 families in the 
second city.

“I can’t tell you today 
what the future holds. To be 

honest it looks grim, but I 
know that so many have been 
hit far worse than me. I can 
afford to take a little from my 
savings and share with fellow 
Batswana,” he stated simply, 
a short explanation of an act 
that will make a massive dif-
ference in the lives of 50 fami-
lies.

The optimistic entrepre-
neur advised businesses to 
think outside the box to keep 
their entities afloat in these 
trying times.

“I am currently thinking 
of engaging transport service 
providers and see if we can’t 
find a way of picking and drop-
ping off our clients. We have 
clients who need their service 
to get help from Healthy Eye 
Optometrists. There should 
be a workable solution,” he 
said.

“Hopefully this thing will 
go away and we can all go back 
to work soon,” he added.

Until then, government 
will be relying on Good Sa-
maritans such as Serumola to 
provide further light during 
this dark period.

GOOD SAMARITAN: Serumola

A DANGEROUS 
SENSE OF 
HUMOUR

As the number of Covid-19 
cases continues to rise, so is 
the number of people getting 
into trouble with authorities in 
regards to the pandemic.

An opposition councillor ap-
peared in court on Friday accused 
of undermining the President’s 
authority by criticising govern-
ment’s response to the Coronavi-
rus epidemic.

“(Cyril) Ramaphosa just an-
nounced a R500 billion stimulus 
package in South Africa. Seeing 
him addressing and comparing 
him with E.D (Mnangag-
wa), you won’t doubt 
that we are having 
a fool for a head of 
state,” reads the 
WhatsApp message 
that the accused al-
legedly wrote.

Though granted 
bail, the man fac-
es a year in jail if 
found guilty as the 
offence of under-
mining the author-
ity of or insulting 
the President carries 
that sentence.

It is now actually a crime to 
compare Mnangagwa’s response to 
Covid-19 to that of South Africa’s 
Ramaphosa.   

If they were to follow up on all 
cases, many social media users 
would find themselves in trouble 
as they have been finding humour 
in comparing the two leaders, re-
sulting in Mnangagwa being called 
Rama-kopa (kopa derived from the 
word copying) as he seems to have 
been copying or taking a leaf from 
his SA counterpart.

When South Africa announced 
a 21-day lockdown, Zimbabwe did 
the same. When the former af-
fected a 14-day extension, it soon 
became clear that Zimbabwe would 
follow suit.

Some people are even jokingly 
saying Zimbabwe is now a province 
in South Africa with Mnangagwa 
being its premier as he ‘looks up’ to 
his boss for ideas and inspiration.

While this was meant to light-
en up social media streets, the au-
thorities have found the jokes dis-
tasteful hence it is now a criminal 
offence to compare the two. 

The councillor is the second 
person to be formally charged with 
an offence linked to the virus. 

As previously reported, an un-
fortunate man is currently lan-
guishing on remand in prison fac-

ing a 20-year jail term for 
spreading fake news 

about the first lock-
down extension. 

Though fake at 
the time, the man’s 
‘prediction’ later 
came to pass as the 
President went on 
to extend the lock-
down on April 19 by 
a further 14 days.   

One would have 
thought the Presi-
dent would let it 

pass but no, and since 
he personally said the 

accused should be locked 
away for two decades, the 

courts might feel compelled to 
do as the President instructed.

Meanwhile, the country now 
has 40 confirmed Covid-19 cases, af-
ter a man from the rural areas who 
had been admitted at a public hos-
pital in Harare suffering from ma-
laria tested positive for the virus.

This has sparked fears that 
some of the recent 150 deaths at-
tributed to malaria may have been 
Coronavirus related.

What is also hair-raising is that 
the virus is now in rural areas, 
places with limited and heavily 
under-resourced health centres. 
Far from being a laughing matter, 
that’s positively terrifying news!

It is now 
actually a crime 

to compare 
Mnangagwa’s 
response to 

Covid-19 to that 
of South Africa’s 

Ramaphosa.   
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Download the Zappar app from your app store, scan the zappar code, share our tip-off numbers on 
Facebook with the hashtag #iamfreefromfraudareyou? and stand a chance to win fuel worth P500.00.

STOP. WEIGH. BE SURE.

Report any fraudulent activities 
concerning Botswana Oil Limited. botswanaoil@tip-offs.com

www.tip-offs.com

Tip-Offs Anonymous 
Toll Free Numbers

BTC: 0800 600 644 
Orange: 1144

Mascom: 71 119 372Competition ends on the 30th of April 2020. Terms and Conditions Apply.
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IN 
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DE BEERS INACTIVITY 
SPELLS LOCAL GLOOM

Govt set to lose over P16 billion in diamond revenue

BY KABELO ADAMSON

Having suffered a disastrous 2019, 
the diamond industry appeared to 
be gaining momentum in the early 
stages of 2020. 

However, these roots of recovery have 
now ground to a complete halt. 

In response to the impact of Covid-19, 
De Beers has drastically reduced its pro-
duction guidance for the year.

Initially, De Beers had set a target 
of mining between 32-34 million carats 
for 2020. The figure has since been scaled 
down to between 25-27 million carats 
due to the outbreak of the novel Coro-
navirus, which has led to a temporary 
shut down of virtually all industries. 
From the two sights held this year, rough 
diamond sales totaled 8.9 million carats, 
a notable increase from the 7.5 million 
carats garnered at the same stage last 
year.    

Having suffered a disastrous 
2019, the industry appeared to 
be gaining momentum in the 
early stages of 2020.

The lower demand of 2019 was largely 
due to the higher availability of polished 
stocks.  

In an update to stakeholders, Anglo 
American – De Beers’ parent company 
– says sales volumes increased year-on-
year despite adverse demand impacts on 
Q1 of 2020 from Covid-19.  Customers were 
also given the option to defer some allo-
cations in the second sales cycle, offset 
by a shift in demand towards lower value 
goods.

De Beers did not hold its third sight 
- scheduled for April - as movement of 
people has been restricted both locally 
and abroad. Instead, the company has 

provided its customers with flexibility 
to defer all their allocations from Sight 
3 to later in the year.

Meanwhile, the latest developments 
regarding the diamond industry are ex-
pected to hit government coffers hard.

For decades, Diamonds have been 
Botswana’s biggest revenue earner, ac-
counting for a large portion of the coun-
try’s exports in terms of value.

With no diamonds currently being 
sold due to the pandemic, Botswana 
stands to lose a massive amount of mon-
ey.

When addressing the media recently, 

Minister of Finance and Economic De-
velopment, Dr. Thapelo Matsheka pre-
dicted the country could lose well over 
P16 billion in revenue from diamonds.

The Minister revealed government 
originally expected to receive around 
P20 billion from diamond sales for the 
2020/2021 financial year. The revised figure 
now stands at P6.7 billion.

Additionally, government will lose 
more on taxes and levies from the mining 
industry. According to Matsheka, gov-
ernment now forecast making P12 bil-
lion instead of the envisaged P14 billion.

Government are set to miss out on a 

further billion in Value Added Tax (VAT), 
which is expected to fall from P8.6 billion 
to P7.6 billion.

The poor performance is anticipated 
to cause serious harm to the economy, 
which earlier in the year was projected to 
register growth of 4.2 percent. 

Instead, it is now forecast to shrink 
by a mammoth 13.1 percent owing to the 
drop in diamond sales and other sectors 
of the economy, including transport and 
communications as well as hotel and res-
taurants.

1931
Empire State Building dedicated
On May 1, 1931, President Herbert Hoover officially dedicates New York City’s Empire State Building, 
pressing a button from the White House that turns on the building’s lights.

INACTIVITY MEANS DOOM: Lack of productivity means government could lose big
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HOW COVID-19 
COULD AFFECT 
THE CONTINENT

BY KABELO ADAMSON

BY KABELO ADAMSON

While Africa has 
registered fewer confirmed 
cases of Covid-19 and the 
least number of deaths, 
the United Nations (UN) 
has warned that many 
lives could be at risk in 
the continent.

As of Wednesday morning, 
confirmed Coronavirus infec-
tions in Africa stood at 35, 043 
making up just over a percent 
of the 3, 116, 992 worldwide to-
tal.

The global death toll cur-
rently stands at 217, 183, with 
roughly 1, 400 fatalities occur-
ring on the African continent.

Despite these seemingly 
positive statistics, the UN 
fears that anywhere between 
300, 000 and 3.3 million people 
could lose their lives in Africa 
– home to 1.2 billion people - 
as a direct result of Covid-19. 

This frightening figure 
is dependent on the mea-
sures taken to stop the virus’ 
spread.

The UN notes that the con-
tinent is especially vulner-
able because 56 percent of its 
urban population live in over-
crowded and poorly serviced 
slum dwellings.

Furthermore, the organ-
isation says only 34 percent 

of households have access to 
basic hand-washing facilities.

Additionally, Africa’s high 
numbers of both Tuberculo-
sis and HIV/AIDS sufferers is 
a cause for concern as people 
inflicted with such conditions 
are at a greater risk of death 
should they contract Corona-
virus.

 The pandemic is also ex-
pected to have an adverse 
socio-economic impact on 
Africa, as 71 percent of the 
workforce is believed to be in 
formal employment, with the 
majority unable to work from 
home.

Focusing the microscope 
on Botswana, the country 
currently (29 April) has 23 
confirmed cases, with five re-
coveries and one fatality.

Looking at the factors the 
UN believes could contribute 
to the thousands of deaths in 
Africa, a 2017 Demographic 
Survey conducted by Statis-
tics Botswana estimated the 
country’s population to be 2.1 
million.

Kweneng East, an area 
comprising of villages such 
as Molepolole, Gabane, Mmo-
pane and Mogoditshane, was 
reported to be the most popu-
lated, accounting for 13 per-
cent of the population. Gabo-
rone came in second with 10.9 
percent.

In terms of formal and in-
formal employment, it has 
been found that 74.2 percent 
of the wage earners are in the 
formal sector (roughly 378, 994 
people) while 25.8 percent are 
in the informal sector and lo-
cated predominantly in rural 
areas.

Based on the 2015/16 Bo-
tswana Multi-Topic House-
hold Survey (BMTHS), it was 
discovered that 16.3 percent 
of the population live below 
the poverty datum line, with 
the majority of those living in 
towns and cities.

In terms of HIV preva-
lence, it is estimated that 
about 370, 000 people are living 
with HIV in Botswana, with 
an adult prevalence of 20.3 per-
cent for the 15-49 age group.

The country is said to have 
the fourth highest HIV preva-
lence rate in the world, after 
South Africa, Lesotho and eS-
watini.

A recent study by Statis-
tics Botswana also discov-
ered that households living 
in shacks increased signifi-
cantly from 1.21 percent in 
1991 to 2.22 percent (out of 589, 
909 households) in 2017. The 
development is described as 
a cause for concern as it puts 
households at a higher risk of 
contracting communicable 
diseases.

SEEKING A 
DROP OF 
COMFORT
Liquor industry wants bars to operate 

as off-consumption outlets

On Friday 27 March, a week 
before the country went 
into lockdown, government 
indefinitely suspended the 
sale of alcohol in Botswana.

Not a drop has been sold, le-
gally, since.

Fast-forward to this Monday 
and President Mokgweetsi Ma-
sisi announced the 28-day lock-
down, originally set to end on 
Friday, would be increased by 
three weeks, albeit with varying 
restrictions. 

Last week, pre-empting Ma-
sisi’s announcement, the Bo-
tswana Alcohol Industry Associa-
tion (BAIA) proposed that if the 
initial lockdown is extended, the 
sale of liquor should be permitted 
in off-consumption sales outlets.

They also suggested that, 
where possible, online platforms 
be made available to limit the 
travel of consumers.

To that end, BAIA Chairman, 
Mothusi Molokomme recom-
mended that bars be granted spe-
cial dispensation to operate as off-
consumption outlets subject to 
social distancing requirements.

“This would also ensure that 
these outlets do not experience 
further negative economic im-
pact with many of these outlets 
already under financial distress 
due to the 30-day extreme social 
distancing period,” noted Molo-
komme.

The association proposed that 
outlets should be allowed to open 
from 1000hrs to 1800hrs on all 
weekdays.

“It is our view that a compres-
sion of trading hours encourages 
crowding which puts social dis-
tancing at risk. Hence our pro-
posal to include trading hours of 
1000hrs – 1400hrs on Saturday cou-
pled with no trading on Sunday 
and Public Holidays,” continued 
the association chair. SUSPENDED: Liquor on display

BAIA CHAIRMAN: Molokomme

 In order to reduce density, 
Molokomme says the number 
of customers allowed in an off-
consumption liquor outlet will 
be a maximum of one person per 
square metre.

He urged government to con-
sider their proposal and give it the 
‘urgent attention and seriousness’ 
it deserves.

“We too believe in the sustain-
ability of this country and would 
like to partner with government 
in making this a reality,” said 
Molokomme, adding that as the 
industry, they are confident the 
proposals are practical.

As it currently stands, the sale 
of alcohol will remain illegal dur-
ing the State of Emergency, set to 
last until October.

Meanwhile the ban on alcohol 
has given birth to an underground 
trade, with beer being sold for 
three, often four times the normal 
trading price. 

Those caught selling face a 
possible six-month prison term or 
a fine of up to P5, 000 or even both.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

COVID-19 TAX RELIEFS AND OBLIGATIONS DURING THE LOCKDOWN

GABORONE, (Friday, 24 April 2020) – The Botswana Unified Revenue Service (BURS) wishes to remind 
its valued clients that BURS has various electronic platforms or eservices available on the BURS website 
at www.burs.org.bw through which clients may continue to be facilitated. These services are particularly 
important during this period of extreme social distancing intended to combat COVID-19. As such, 
taxpayers are urged to continue utilizing these platforms for filing and payment of taxes due to ensure 
that they remain up-to-date with their obligations.

We note that during this period of lockdown, some taxpayers may be constrained to fulfil their obligations 
while others may require guidance on some of the reliefs announced by the Honourable Minister of Finance 
and Economic Development. In this regard the following arrangements are in place: 
 
Extension of due dates for return filing and payments.

Tax type Due date Extended due date 

Pay As You Earn (PAYE) and other 
withholding taxes (OWHT) 15th April 2020 14 days after the lapse of the 

lockdown period 

Value Added Tax (VAT) 25th April 2020 14 days after the lapse of the 
lockdown period 

Corporate income tax 30th April 2020 30 days after the lapse of the 
lockdown period 

Suspension of collection of training levy collectable under the Vocational Training Levy Order No 101 of 2008 

All persons registered for VAT are informed that following the Government’s decision to suspend the charging of 
training levy for the period of April 2020 to September 2020 as part of the COVID-19 Tax Relief Measures, BURS will 
not collect Training Levy for VAT returns due and filed during this period. In this regard, 

• Category A taxpayers: Training levy will not be collected for VAT returns due and filed in April, 
 June and August 2020 
• Category B taxpayers: Training levy will not be collected for VAT returns due and filed in May, 
 July and September 2020
• Category C taxpayers: Training Levy will not be collected for VAT returns due and filed in April, May, 
 June, July, August and September 2020

Deferment of self-assessment tax
Following the pronouncement of deferral of self-assessment tax by the Honourable Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, BURS is in the process of developing Guidelines to unpack the application of the relief. This is based 
on the premise that qualifying companies shall be required to pay at least 25% of their quarterly instalments and 
may defer 75% of their self-assessment tax quarterly instalments during any two-installment periods between 
March 2020 and September 2020. Once complete, guidelines will be made available on BURS face book, BURS 
Website page and the Media. The deferred amount shall be due commencing March 2021. 

For further enquires please contact the BURS Communications office on the following numbers: 
363 9708 / 363 9210 or email: comms@burs.org.bw

email: watchdog@bes.bw • website: www.bes.bw

Richard Harriman

The Consumer’s Voice is brought to you 
by Consumer Watchdog.  We’re here to help 
consumers stand up for themselves and also 
to help suppliers improve the services they 
deliver. 

It doesn’t cost you a thing so if you need 
our help you can reach us by email at watch-
dog@bes.bw, by post to Consumer Watch-
dog, P. O. Box 403026, Gaborone or by phone 
on 3904582.  

Read the Consumer Watchdog blog 
where you can comment, celebrate and com-
plain at consumerwatchdogbw.blogspot.
com.  Also join our Facebook group called 
“Consumer Watchdog Botswana”.

I have an issue with Lewis Rail Park. 
On January 21 I bought in cash a 3/4 and single 

beds for my kids. We paid and were promised to get 
the beds the same day and were later told it will be 
the next day. 

One bed came with no wheel attachment and 
we dismissed it as minor. If was only today, due to 
the lockdown that we move the beds for the 1st time 
to put them on top of the other we notice that the 
beds are very poor quality and the mattress is not the 
changeable one. The top and bottom are not the same 
unlike we indicated when buying. The guys who de-
livered set up for us and we never paid attention. I 
checked the receipts and there is damaged written 
on the receipts and it was never mentioned. We are 
to blame for not paying attention but this is printed 
out. We wouldn’t pay 2.7 for a bed that is damaged 
when we could buy a good quality one at that price.

On the receipts. they have no contacts or name 
of the manager. I feel so cheated and keep blaming us 
but then who valued the beds to be worth 2700 each? 
How do I get my case to be heard? 

All I want is beds worth 2.7 each.

There are several important lessons to be 
learned from this experience. Perhaps the first, 
and most important thing is never to sign any-
thing you haven’t read. I suspect that when they 
delivered the beds, the delivery guys asked you 
to sign a delivery note. If you’d looked closely 

MUST THEY FIX MY DAMAGED BEDS?
you would have seen the note saying 
that the goods were damaged and that 
would have given you an opportunity 
to reject them. However, all is not lost. 
I think you still have the right to tell 
the store that you didn’t choose to buy 
damaged goods, you had a right to ex-
pect goods in perfect condition. You 
should tell the store this in very simple 
terms. Section 15 (1) of the Consumer 
Protection Act says that a consumer 
has “the right to receive goods which 
are of good quality, in good working 
order and free of defects”. You should 
tell them that.

You should also make it clear to the 

store that they failed to make it very 
clear that the goods were damaged. 
Section 24 of the Act says “A supplier 
shall ensure that every term and con-
dition in a contract is brought to the 
attention of the consumer, especially 
terms or conditions that … limit the 
liability of the supplier”. They were 
required to bring the fact that they 
were damaged to your attention, not 
hide it from you.

I contacted Lewis Head Office some 
weeks ago but I still haven’t heard 
back from them. I think we both need 
to be a little bit more assertive with 
them. We’re not giving up!

I have a matter I’d love to share with 
you. 

I bought a 3-piece lounge suite from a furni-
ture store in Molepolole in 2017.The total pur-
chase price was P20,654.15 on hire purchase. 
Now the suite is cracking and the coat erod-
ing, even the one i don’t sit on. I stay alone. 
And even the piece I don’t use at all is peeling. 
It looks like cheap material. My efforts to call 
them are in vain.

How may I approach this matter? I feel 
robbed to be honest.

Here’s another lesson we all need to 
learn. Firstly, as I’ve mentioned many times 
before, hire purchase is a very expensive and 
high-risk way to buy things. You spent over 
P20,000 on a lounge suite. I guess that the 
cash price was probably half of that. Add in 
the profit margin that the store is entitled 
to make and you probably have an item that 
cost them just a couple of thousand to make. 
The lesson is that not only is it an expensive 
way to buy things, it’s also a very expensive 
way to buy very cheap things. Cheap things 
that don’t last very long.

That’s another lesson. How long these 
things last. It’s no surprise that goods you 
buy on hire purchase over two years only 
have a warranty lasting one year. That’s be-
cause the store doesn’t expect them to last 
more than a year because they know how 
cheaply they were made.

Unfortunately, I don’t think there’s any-
thing you can do. The goods are now far out 
of their warranty and the store no longer has 
any obligation to fix them. I’m sorry, it’s a 
painful lesson.

MUST 
THEY FIX 

MY SUITE?

www.thevoicebw.com
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I think banning alcohol sales 
is a good move.

You probably figured as much 
when you read the World Health 
Organisation blurb I slapped at 
the top of the page.

I think it is good because so-
cial distancing seems to be a 
sound approach to controlling Co-
vid-19. Once the bars in Botswana 
were closed down to keep people 
from gathering together, however, 
many people carried on drinking 
in groups and mixing too freely, so 
harsher measures were required.

Of course, that’s an easy posi-
tion to take because Botswana’s 
ban doesn’t apply to me.  I flew to 
the UK on the last flight out of the 
country before lock-down.  Never-
the-less, I have a great deal of 
sympathy for those of you who are 
being forced to dry out against 
your will.  

I’ve never been a heavy drink-
er but I normally have wine or 
beer with, and often after, dinner 
and I would have a hard time stop-
ping that practice, so I was very 
pleased to see a piece about deal-
ing with alcohol withdrawal in 
The Voice two weeks ago.  

I have tried giving up booze 
for a week or two many times, 
but it’s always been done volun-
tarily because I know I will sleep 
better, feel better in the morning 
and function better the rest of the 
time if I don’t have alcohol in my 
system.  

Those benefits make me feel 
optimistic that, along with the ob-
vious health and economic hard-

ships we will have to overcome in 
coming months, lock-down may 
also provide opportunities to im-
prove our lives and our society.

Over here in the UK, as in most 
western countries, the govern-
ment closed pubs and restaurants 
as part of lock-down, but they 
didn’t stop supermarkets and li-
quor stores from selling booze… 
and do you know what happened?  
That’s right, alcohol sales went 
through the roof.

According to the police, so 
did the number of domestic vio-
lence cases, just like that WHO 
fact sheet at the top predicted 
it would.  Over in South Africa, 
meanwhile, where, like Botswa-
na, a total booze ban is in place, 
violence of all kinds has fallen 
and there are now 5000 more free 
hospital beds in the country than 
there were four weeks ago.

My first reaction was that my 
partner and I were lucky to get out 
of Botswana so we wouldn’t have 
to go without booze during lock-
down, but I am no longer sure that 
is the case.  You see, my alcohol 
intake has gone up since we have 
been forced to stay at home, even 
though I know that is not good for 
my health… or my personality.   

So maybe the government is 
doing you guys a favour.  The trick 
for you is to recognise the benefits 
and use the experience to improve 
your future.

The trick for me is to ban al-
cohol… or at least cut back my 
drinking, without the govern-
ment’s help.

BOOZE, 
BANS AND
BENEFITS

UNLUCKY 13
•Local economy set to shrink by 13.1 Percent in 2020

•Thousands of jobs could be on the line
KABELO ADAMSON

As is the case in most 
nations around the world, 
the financial implications 
of Coronavirus are hanging 
heavy over Botswana, 
with the local economy 
anticipated to shrink by 
13.1 percent this year. 

The figure, already alarm-
ing, is cast into even darker 
perspective considering the 
economy was originally pro-
jected to grow by 4.2 percent 
at the start of the year. 

Covid-19 has replaced this 
early optimism with worry.

While the State of Emer-
gency (SoE) regulations dic-
tate that no employee will be 
retrenched during the six-
month period, companies are 
set to face a struggle to keep 
some of their workforce once 
the SoE ends.  

The anticipated shrinkage 
is largely attributed to the 
battering faced by two of the 

country’s leading sources of 
income: mining and tourism.

The economy’s mainstay, 
the mining industry, is ex-
pected to contract by 33.1 per-
cent, while trade, hotels and 
restaurants are forecast to 
diminish by 32.2 percent.

The numbers were an-
nounced by the Minister of Fi-
nance and Economic Develop-
ment, Dr. Thapelo Matsheka 
at a recent briefing, where he 
also predicted the transport 
and communications sector 
would contract by 4.1 percent.

In their special edition 
Economic Review on the fi-
nancial impact of Covid-19, 
local consultancy firm, Econ-
sult predicts the employment 
sector is likely to be hardest 
hit by the pandemic.

This is particularly true of 
the labour-intensive tourism 
and hospitality sub-sectors, 
which boasts an estimated 
25,000 direct employees with 
thousands more indirectly 
employed.

Econsult, led by Dr Keith 

Jefferis, says the severe con-
traction in the industry will 
inevitably result in layoffs.

“Overall, with the econo-
my expected to enter reces-
sion, we can expect to see a 
rise in unemployment,” warns 
Jefferis in the report he co-
authored with his colleagues, 
Sethunya Sejoe and Kitso 
Mokhurutshi.

The report says preventing 
an increase in unemployment 
in the aftermath of Covid-19 is 
one of the most pressing chal-
lenges facing government.

“Firms may not be able to 
continue paying their work-
ers, and could be forced into 
bankruptcy as a result. One 
option is to change the law to 
enable firms to lay off workers 
temporarily, to reduce costs, 
but with a commitment to 
re-hire when conditions im-
prove,” point out economists.

Another potential option 
highlighted is providing wage 
subsidies, which government 
has since introduced as a way 
to avert job losses.

LETSHEGO’S TAX ISSUES UNRESOLVED
BY KABELO ADAMSON

Letshego Holdings 
Limited, the listed Pan-
African financial services 
group, still has unresolved 
tax issues emanating from 
prior years that require 
audit attention - this is 
according to the group’s 
auditors, Ernst & Young 
Botswana.

In its latest financial re-
sults, the group, which has 
several subsidiaries across 
the continent, revealed it had 
a provision of P45 million in 
an East Africa subsidiary, P40 
million in the West Africa 
subsidiary and P22 million for 
the Botswana subsidiary.

All three have potential 
current income tax liabilities 
arising from previous years.

Letshego’s auditor’s ex-
plained this was a result of 
ongoing tax revenue author-

TAX TROUBLE: Lesthego Holdings Limited has tax issues

ity audits and tax health 
checks initiated by manage-
ment across the group.

As of the reporting period, 
the group says it has recog-
nised a deferred tax asset of 
P145 million, which compris-
es tax losses and other tempo-
rary differences identified be-
tween the carrying amounts 
of assets and liabilities for 
financial reporting purposes.

Letshego says the utilisa-
tion of these deferred tax as-
sets is subject to the group 
generating sufficient taxable 
income in the future to offset 
these tax losses and tempo-
rary differences.

“This estimation uncer-
tainty is further increased 
by the ongoing volatility in 
geographical sectors in re-
spect of economic planning 
in which the group operates,” 
the group said in a statement.

Meanwhile, Letshego says 
at this stage it cannot predict 
the credit losses that could 

happen.
Loans and advances ac-

count for 83 percent of the 
group’s total assets and the 
group says the estimation of 
credit losses is ‘inherently 
uncertain’ and subject to sig-
nificant judgment and esti-
mates.

The situation is further 
compounded by the ongoing 
volatility created by the Co-
vid-19 virus, which has caused 
much disruption to almost all 
geographical sectors in which 
the group operates.

Certain subsidiaries are 
said to have been experienc-
ing losses for a period of 12 
months now, resulting in an 
indication of impairment for 
both the investment in the 
subsidiary and the loans in 
the subsidiaries.

The group has also ex-
tended loans to subsidiaries 
amounting to P2.9 billion in 
2019 compared to P3.2 billion 
in 2018.
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own more glamorous 
female boots?

My approach is to be the 
best version of myself and 
bring my own uniqueness to 
any role that I take on.

Can you share your 
thoughts on what it 
means to be at the helm 
of a multimillion Pula 
corporation during this 
Covid -19 crisis?

Shuh! It means a lot of 
things, a lot of pressure and 

much longer working days! 
Most importantly, it requires 
vigilance because circum-
stances are fast changing and 
so are the challenges and op-
portunities. It also means liv-
ing with the knowledge that a 
pandemic such as this is a sit-
uation where a lot is unknown. 
Because there are a lot of un-
knowns and multiple stake-
holders whose needs must be 
met, one has to rely on the 
input of a team with diverse 
thoughts.

TURN TO PAGE 6A

On 29 November 2019, 
Dzene Makhwade-Seboni 
ascended to one of the 
highest corporate positions 
in the land, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Mascom 
Wireless.

In doing so, she became the 
first woman, and indeed the 
first Motswana, to take charge 
of the mobile giant’s since the 
company set-up shop in Bo-
tswana back in 1998.

Having served Mascom 
with distinction for over 13 
years, including as Chief Op-
erations Manager and Chief 
Marketing Officer, Makhwade-
Seboni’s appointment, al-
though historic, hardly came 
as a surprise.

With a managerial CV that 
includes stints at Stanbic 
Bank, Barclays Bank, Coca-
Cola and Kgalagadi Breweries, 
few can match the experience 
and expertise that Makhwade-
Seboni brings to the table.

In this detailed interview 
with The Voice’s TSHEPO 
MAPHANYANE, the self-con-
fessed bookworm, a Harvard 
University Bachelor of Arts 
(BA Economics) graduate, 
talks all things Mascom.

Massive congratulations 
from all at The Voice on 
your historic appointment. 
So, what do you attribute 
your success to?

The opportunity to steer 
a company of repute and true 
Botswana pride such as Mas-
com is one which cannot be 

taken lightly. My wealth of 
experience prior to Mascom, 
as well as my solid Execu-
tive Management experience 
within Mascom, afforded me 
the opportunity to develop 
into a seasoned professional 
with strong leadership abil-
ity, industry-knowledge and 
competence in managing 
stakeholder relations.

Any pressure to fill your 
male predecessor’s 
boots or are you more 
comfortable wearing your 
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Covid-19 has certainly 
changed the order of 
business and indeed life as 
we know it. As technology 
becomes a focal point for 
everyone, what measures 
does Mascom have in place 
for its customers during 
these difficult times?

The way Business is done 
and the whole world has 
changed significantly. Our in-
dustry has an integral role, to 
enable the ‘new way of life’ and 
support the changes that are 
happening. 

The increase in the use of 
online channels for commerce, 
education and entertainment 
leads to an increasing need 
for digital access through data 
offers, services and devices. 
These are needs that Mas-
com has a key role in fulfill-
ing through our wide range of 
relevant offers. Additionally, 
as Mascom customers require 
the use of remote channels in 
observance of social distanc-
ing, we continue to create 
awareness and ease for our 
subscribers to make use of our 
digital channels. 

One of these digital plat-
forms is MascomOnline, which 
allows subscribers to conduct 
a wide range of online ac-
tivities with respect to their 
Mascom number, from paying 
their Mascom Bill or recharg-
ing their number, to loading 
their MyZaka Mobile Money 
account. Another digital chan-
nel is MyZaka Mobile Money 
through which customers can 
perform various transactions 
on their phone, including buy-

channels on a daily basis.   
We believe that the Mascom 

network is robust enough to carry 
services such as ecommerce, tele-
medicine, gaming, to name a few. 
We are ready to work with entre-
preneurs to create ecosystems to 
allow these to thrive. 

Due to social distancing and 
working-from-home, we all need 
to be innovative in how we meet, 
interact and transact. I am con-
vinced we have a lot of talent in 
Botswana that can come up with 
new ideas and useful solutions 
which will help us all.

You arrive at the top at a time 
when there is a sharp focus on 
corporate governance in BW 
following recent lapses in the 
area. What are your views on 
corporate governance?

A system of good corporate 
governance is a key ingredient in 
the success of any organisation. 
It is crucial for our economy and 
society because the benefits of 
ethical leadership and well-run 
organisations make for a better 
community/society at large. 

As Mascom, robust corporate 
governance is the corner-
stone of how we oper-
ate and run our busi-
ness. To remain a 
responsible, but also 
trustworthy, corpo-
rate citizen to the 
public, it is para-
mount that we stay 
committed to the 
highest standards 
of governance, eth-
ics, professionalism, 
and not least integ-
rity. In fact ‘Integrity’ 
is one of the six Mascom 
Corporate Values.

 
Why do you think fewer 
women than men make it to 
top positions?

There are numerous reasons, 
many of which are based on his-
torical biases, such as those held 
by the appointing authorities that 
evaluate people to appoint; cultur-
al biases, as well as the undeniable 
fact that, typically, the bulk of 
care-giving within a family struc-
ture falls on the female which can 
be a real or perceived hindrance in 
climbing the corporate ladder.

The important thing is to rec-
ognise that women do not want to 
make it to certain positions sim-
ply to fulfill a statistic but because 
their unique and meaningful con-
tribution is recognised. I see that 
the tide is turning, however slowly, 
and that is a very positive develop-
ment. 

Did you have to make a lot 
of sacrifices in terms of time 
spent studying and away from 
family to reach this level of 
success? 

I have never viewed the com-

ing airtime and electricity, 
paying their DStv subscrip-
tion and sending money to 
other people. 

Mascom has increased ac-
count transaction limits so 
that MyZaka users can now 
do more with MyZaka. In ad-
dition, currently it is free for 
MyZaka customers to send 
money to anyone via MyZaka 
for the next three months. 
This is a great way to manage 
your life without using cash or 
leaving your home. 

Interesting, anything else?
As a telco leader and a 

proud corporate citizen, our 
commitment to supporting 
and caring for the community 
during the Coronavirus pan-
demic is guided by our Corpo-
rate Social Investment Pillars 
and has three themes: care for 
yourself, care for your loved 
ones and care for your commu-
nity.

In line with this, we sup-
port community initiatives in 
various ways, some of which 
are: the zero-rating of web-
sites which need to be made 
available to the public for 
free, support to the National 
Emergency Operating Centre 
(NEOC), support to our Mas-
com Kitsong Centres, pro-
curement of 3,000 rapid test-
kits as well as contribution 
of P5.5million to the Covid-19 
Relief Fund set-up by the Gov-
ernment of Botswana.

So, will Mascom return to 
business as it did it before 
or has the industry been 
disrupted forever?

In my view life itself has 
been disrupted forever - there-
fore, so has Mascom! How-
ever, the core of our aims and 
how we go about in achieving 
them will remain ever more 
relevant. We will continue 
to be unwavering in our goal 
to maintain leadership as a 
preferred digital services pro-
vider and our focus on the cus-
tomer experience that results 
in this preference. This means 
the company will continue to 
maintain its focus on bringing 
innovative and relevant solu-
tions to the market so as to 
retain its position at the fore-
front of the industry.

Some have indicated that 
there are opportunities 
that can be leveraged 
in these unprecedented 
times. What ICT 
opportunities can a 
Motswana take advantage 
of?

In light of the State of 
Emergency, there have been 
limitations placed on people 
in Botswana carrying out 
their daily tasks in traditional 
(face-to-face) ways. Addition-
ally, many companies have 
stopped operations during this 
time. There are opportunities 
for ICT Entrepreneurs to help 
companies to digitise their 
operations so as to be better 
placed to offer their services 
online. The innovative efforts 
of the ICT sector will enable 
Batswana to still carry out 
their personal and business 
activities online and this will 
get us as a community more 
accustomed to using digital 

mitment I have for my educational 
achievement as sacrifice because 
the important thing to me has al-
ways been to develop myself. I am 
a firm believer in education and 
academic accomplishments. One 
of the values my parents always 
instilled in their children, and 
which I hope I do with my kids, is 
that your education is the great-
est inheritance you can get - and 
it is the one thing no-one can take 
away from you!

What support systems do 
you have or are a part of in 
relation to your role of CEO?

Within Mascom I am fortunate 
to have the support of a highly 
knowledgeable and motivated 
leadership team. Our shared val-
ues and zeal unites us in the com-
mon purpose to achieve the best 
for Mascom. The support I have 
enjoyed from the entire Mascom 
staff, my ‘MascomFamily’, and 
the Mascom Board, is reflected in 
the way they have welcomed me 
into my role with positivity and 
with commitment, which has been 
heartwarming to me as CEO.

On the home front, I wear vari-
ous hats as a corporate woman, 

wife, mother and sister, 
and I have received 

nothing but support, 
understanding and 
appreciation from 
my family. This en-
sures that when I 
am leaning-in on 
the work-front, 
things do not fall 
apart at home.

What advice 
would you give to 

women aspiring to 
be like you?
Speak your truth, even if 

your voice shakes.

They say it’s lonely at the top 
- agree or disagree?

It certainly can be! 

Away from work, what are you 
most passionate about?

I love music and dancing, when-
ever I do something and there is 
music it just seems so much easi-
er! I enjoy travelling especially to 
places where there is a large body 
of water, such as beachfront/island 
destinations. I also love reading - I 
have been known to stay up ‘til the 
early morning hours because I am 
hooked on a good book!

And finally, Thank God It’s 
Friday!  How do you spend 
your weekends under 
lockdown?

So far lockdown weekends have 
been mainly working weekends. 
However, I have managed to make 
time for a few hours of ‘Family 
Game Night’ and also to try my 
hand at baking banana bread!

CALLING THE SHOTS
MASCOM CEO: Dzene 
Makhwade-Seboni

In my view 
life itself has 

been disrupted 
forever - 

therefore, so 
has Mascom!
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BY SHARON MATHALA

AT the age of 23, the 
impressive Larona Sehurutshi 
aka DJ NSI already boasts a 
large following in the music 
industry. There is a serious 
side to the trendy, fun-loving 
House DJ, however, as we 
find out in this week’s CELEB 
EDITION.

What keeps you busy during 
lockdown?

I am a lawyer by profession and I 
am currently employed in the health 
sector. That has kept me quite pre-
occupied during lockdown.

How did your passion for music 
come about?

I grew up in the church (ke ng-
wana wa ‘moruti’) and there was 
a strong music and dance culture 
and as such music has always been 
a part of me. My love for House 
music, however, came to being 
through my older brother. He used 
to play House music EVERY morn-
ing before he left for school. He was 
particularly obsessed with the ‘On 
Another level’ by Blackwhole; that 
particular album was my gateway 
‘drug’ to the House genre.

Do you think women in the 
music industry are given a fair 
shot at the pie?

It is common cause that the 
industry is male dominated but to 
be honest my male counterparts 
have been immensely support-
ive in assisting me navigate my 
way through the industry. They 
give constructive criticism and 
free lessons on how to better my 
skills. They’ve shared opportuni-
ties without expecting anything 
in return. So the support my male 
counterparts have given me is 
more than just fair; they are really 
open to having more women in the 
industry. 

Crowds also seem to get quite 
excited when they notice a female 
on the decks. This then encourages 
promoters to book you. 

Every industry has its chal-
lenges and as a woman I face my 
fair share of challenges but given 
the support I’ve received to date, I 
must say I have certainly been giv-
en a fair shot at this.

What is the one song you 
never miss in your sets?

It really depends on the set. 
House is a vast genre but if I have 
the freedom to play a set I like 
without giving much thought to 

the audience, I’d say ‘Let them go’ 
by Blackwhole. It’s an absolute 
classic!

What is the most expensive 
item of clothing you have and 
how much was it?

I have a mild shoe obsession so 
it’s probably my black pair of Nike 
sneakers. Or a pair of knock-off red 
bottoms (Christian Louboutins) I 
got from a boutique. Fake it till you 
make it, right! I think it cost about 
P1,500.

Have you ever been kicked out 
of a party?

No I have not. I’ve had some wild 
nights but not that wild! 

When was the last time you 

cried and why?
Maybe a few weeks ago. I cried 

over my dad. He’s my guardian 
angel but I miss him a lot. 

Five things people don’t 
know about you?

1. I love hearing people talk 
about themselves. What they 
like, don’t like. Their dreams, 

aspirations and life experienc-
es - I’m a narcissist’s dream 
come true!

2. I played rugby in high 
school. I was pretty fast so I 
played on the wing

3. Though I’m a House DJ, I 
listen to a lot of old school Hip-
Hop. I specifically listen to a 
lot of Jay-Z (He is the greatest 

rapper alive, I said what I said!)
4. I make a mean macaroni 

and cheese dish. It’s the one 
‘English’ dish I can make re-
ally well! 

5. I LOVE the winter time. 
It’s horrible for nightlife but 
it’s my favorite season of the 
year

SEREETSI RAISES OVER 
P10K FROM LIVE SESSION

BY SHARON MATHALA

Inspired by the generosity of his 
fans, celebrated local artist

Tomeletso Sereetsi has donated the 
P10, 300 he raised from his second Online 
Live Concert to the Covid-19 Relief Fund.

Dubbed ‘Serubing live session’, the 
concert, which lasts for almost two 
hours, aired on Thursday 23 April and 
has so far been viewed over 29, 000 times 
on Facebook and Stageit.

In a brief interview with Voice En-
tertainment, the Sereetsi & The Na-
tives frontman said he was extremely 
proud of what he had achieved.

“I have already had two live sessions 
which have received a warm welcome 
from our audiences. I think I pulled off 
what I had set out to do with the live 
sessions, which is to entertain natives 
and take their minds off the gloom and 
doom of Covid-19 and with the second 
one raise funds towards the National 

Covid Fund,” explained the ‘Robete’ 
hit-maker, who was quick to thank the 
fans for their support. 

“It speaks volumes of my support-
ers and fans and the quality of support-
ers the natives are. They are the ones 
who made this possible. I am forever in-
debted to them.”

Following the interest generated 
from the live sessions, Sereetsi has set 
his sights on building up his online fol-
lowing.

“I will now be directing my energies 
to building an online audience on other 
platforms like Stageit going forward 
where I am also able to get paid as well,” 
affirmed the Folk singer. 

However the natives will have to 
wait a little longer for the next album. 

“My next album will definitely be 
ready next year. I am still working on 
new material and perfecting the art.”

sharonm@thevoicebw.com
@sharonmathala

HOUSE DJ: Larona Sehurutshi aka DJ NSI

Donates it all to 
covid-19 relief fund

CHARITABLE: 
Tomeletso 
Sereetsi

BOTSWANA MARKETPLACE
Hassle-free online classified ads solution to sell and buy almost anything in Botswana.

Powered by 8Bit Solutions & Mobile Enterprises
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BEST 
DRESSED OF 
THE WEEK:
The Voice on 

Fashion Stunner

One of Botswana’s coveted 
entrepreneur, dj, music 
producer, artist manager and 
events consultant, Sidney 

Boogie Sid Nzala is this week’s best 
dressed! 

Luring us into the cold season with 
a streak of a casual formal thread nest-
ling against street wear, this look is 
one for the style inspirations, gentle-
men. I give him a stellar 10/10 for his 
dapper choice in what is now a mens-
wear mainstay. 

With Khoi-Fro tsholofelodikobe9@gmail.com

with MPHO LAING

LAYERING COMBINATION 
FASHION TO DON IN WINTER

NOTHING could have 
predicted this and 
yet here we are. 

So with shops clo-
sure, how does 

one navigate 
this coming 
winter without 
putting any 
effort? Here is 
an essential 
style advice 
from me on 
how to make 
use of what 
you already 
have in your 
w a r d r o b e . 
Sometimes 
all you need 
is a differ-

ent combina-
tion to elevate 
your fashion and 
creative ways to 
see out the cold 
months. Moreover, 
a tweak to your 
usual colour wheel 
is the easiest way 
to light up dull out-
fits, particularly in 
winter. For example, 

if red is one of your 
spring favourite co-
lours to don, then bur-
gundy is a great colour 

to transition to.

SHIRT AND OVERSHIRT: The shirt and 
overshirt as a jacket is here to bridge the 
divide between winter and spring

SHIRT + SHAWL CARDIGAN: Smart 
casual dressing at its best

DENIM SHIRT + SWEATER+ DENIM 
JACKET: You can always substitute the 
denim jacket for a casual jacket

T-SHIRT + SHIRT + BOMBER JACKET: 
Add a shirt and you are ready to go 
on an effortless approach to off-duty 
layering.

DENIM JACKET + SWEATER + 
BOMBER: One of the most dapper 
casual looks and most warm

ROLL NECK + OVERCOAT: Roll 
neck should be a knit, so that 
the textures provide a cold 
free winter

SHIRT + 
JUMPER + 
BLAZER: A look that 
is versatile, even 
for formal work 
environments

PHOTOGRAPHY| Batho Motlhake
SUIT | Salman at Salam Creations
SNEAKERS | Accsents at Acacia mall

www.thevoicebw.com 
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SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

MUTI RITUAL

LEFT MY BABY

HIV +
VOICE EXCLUSIVE

Mum tells 

tragic story

By CHENJELANI BARAEDI

A blood ritual carried out by a bogus 

traditional healer has turned into a 

curse of death after he infected a baby 

girl with HIV.

In a desperate cry fo
r help, a

nd in
 

the belie
f that it will

 serve as a warn-

ing to others, t
he child

’s distraught 

mother, 2
7-year-old Chipo M

olele, h
as 

decided to tell h
er shocking story. 
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ith the 

long-term e� e
cts of the tragedy, h

er 
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mediate aim

 is
 to get help to pay 

for the child
’s food, medical treat-

ment, a
nd � n

d accommodation after 

the child
’s father chased her away 

from their shared home.

FULL STORY: PAGE 2  FIGHT FOR SURVIVAL: Chipo and her b
aby

NO PAY 
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FINALLY: 
NATIONAL 

ARTS 
COUNCIL 
IN THE 
OFFING

BY SHARON MATHALA

WITH the entertainment industry on its 
knees, torn by infighting and a lack of 
regulation, the announcement of the draft 
document of the National Arts Council Bill 
could mark a turning point in the industry’s 
fortunes.

The bill, scheduled to be presented to the Na-
tional Assembly, is set to finally shape and pro-
mote the Arts and Culture sector as a way of di-
versifying the economy.

The council will contain 11 board members, 
including six qualifying members of the public 
and five from the Ministry of Youth Empower-
ment, Sport and Culture Development. 

It will be responsible for registering Arts and 
Culture societies and companies as well as facili-
tating training and skills development within 
the sector.

The council will be further tasked with “fa-
cilitating resource mobilization, distribution 
and investment in the Arts and Culture, facili-
tate programme development and implementa-
tion to promote local Arts and Culture as well as 
promote good corporate governance in the arts 
and culture sector, ” reads the draft bill.

According to the draft bill, each member 
shall hold office for a period of three years and is 
eligible for re-appointment for one further term. 

However, individuals affiliated to a political 
party or movement will not be considered for the 
council. 

“No person shall be appointed as a member if 
they have been adjudged or otherwise declared 
bankrupt or insolvent and has not been rehabili-
tated or discharged. (They) Should not be a mem-
ber of the national Assembly, district or town 
council,” continues the draft.

“CEO shall be appointed by the minister on 
the recommendation of the board. The financial 
year of the council shall be a period of 12 months 
commencing on 1st April each year ending March 
the following year,” further reads the draft bill.

sharonm@thevoicebw.com
@sharonmathala

DEVELOPING CULTURE: Minister Rakgare

THE VOICE BW 
LOCKDOWN SESSIONS

THE Voice BW Lockdown 
Sessions, a collaborative 
effort between The Voice 
newspaper and United Artists 
Social Club, is a weekly 
session featuring Botswana 
based DJs showcasing mainly 
local music. 

According to DJ Geespot from 
United Artists SC, “The sessions 
will feature a variety of DJs show-
casing different types of music 
with a sharp focus on local music”. 

The sessions, launched last 
week to critical acclaim, will take 
place every Saturday from 1630hrs 
to 1800hrs.

United Artists Social Club is 
a social club made up of DJs, art-
ists, performers and everyone who 
is part of the entertainment in-
dustry. The club strives to bring 
together entertainers and to el-
evate the standard of the industry.

FACEBOOK ANNOUNCES 
DRASTIC CHANGES

A lot of recording artists have 
been financially affected by the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 
Clubs, concerts, festivals, and 
other live events have been shut 
down which has cut off a source of 
revenue for musicians.

Facebook is now set to provide a 
new way for performers to earn money 
on the platform. The social network-
ing service is adding more features for 
Facebook Live real-time videos, in-
cluding a way to charge for access to 
content.

“You’ll be able to mark Facebook 
Events as online only and, in the com-
ing weeks, integrate Facebook Live so 
you can broadcast to your guests. To 
support creators and small businesses, 
we plan to add the ability for Pages to 
charge for access to events with Live 
videos on Facebook – anything from 
online performances to classes to pro-
fessional conferences,” reads a state-

ment from Facebook.
The Mark Zuckerberg-led company 

is also introducing Messenger Rooms 
video calls for up to 50 people. What-
sApp will offer group voice and video 
calls with up to eight people. Portal 
users will soon be able to go live from 
Portal to Facebook Pages and Groups.

Other new Facebook features in-
clude: We’re bringing back Live With so 
you can add another person into your 
live video, no matter where they are 
in the world. Bring on a guest speaker, 
interview an expert or perform with a 
friend.

To help you raise money for causes, 
you can now add the donate button to 
live videos wherever nonprofit fund-
raisers are available.

We’re making it easier to access 
live video so you can watch or listen 
anywhere. If you have limited data 
or a spotty connection, you now have 
the option to listen to the audio only. 
If you don’t have a Facebook account, 

most public live videos are now avail-
able on the web and some Pages can 
share a toll-free number that lets you 
listen to the audio through any tele-
phone.

You can livestream games from 
your phone to Facebook using the new 
Facebook Gaming app available on 
Google Play. The app also lets you play 
games instantly, watch your favorite 
streamers and discover new gaming 
groups. Tournaments are another new 
feature for game streaming that lets 
you create, play and watch the com-
petition in one spot. Tournaments are 
available on Facebook today, and com-
ing to the Facebook Gaming app soon.

To help you support some of your 
favorite creators, we’re expanding 
Stars to more Pages and more coun-
tries. Once you buy Stars you can send 
them to creators while they’re stream-
ing, and they’ll earn 1 cent for every 
Star. 

(source ALL STAR HIP HOP )

Artists and Businesses will be able to charge for Live Streams

FACEBOOK CO-FOUNDER: 
Mark Zuckerberg
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SOCIAL MEDIA ROUND UP
BY TUMISANG DALE RANKOPO

WEEK Four of lockdown 
and social media was once 
again buzzing with activity. 
From a national address to 
international recognition, 
with no alcohol in between, 
here are your weekly 
highlights.

MMA 
BOIPELEGO 
CHALLENGE
Week Four of lockdown 
saw a new social media 
challenge come to light: the 
‘Mma Boipelego Challenge’. 
Basically this involves 
people taking photos of 
themselves standing at their 
gates desperately waiting 
for anyone distributing food 
from the Covid-19 Relief 
Fund. Some stand by the 
gate optimistically armed 
with wheelbarrows hoping 
for generous donations 
while others come equipped 
with binoculars. 

It is a humourous way to re-
lieve stress from the pandemic 
whilst simultaneously express-
ing creativity through their 
posts. 

KBL DENIES 
RESUMING 
PRODUCTION
Recently a video circulated 
online of the Kgalagadi 
Breweries Limited factory 
emitting smoke, which 
implied it was operational. 
Many saw this as a sign 
that alcohol production 

was underway again and 
restrictions would soon be 
dropped. 

However, KBL quickly shut-
down the rumours, explaining 
they were merely conducting 
equipment maintenance. 

Drinkers around the coun-
try were left distraught. 

“This is worse than relation-
ship heartbreak, why the false 
hope?” reads one comment. An-
other stated that people were 
overreacting to begin with 
since the government had not 
announced anything on sale of 
alcohol.

Either way, an ice cold beer 
would be most welcome!

LOCKDOWN 
EXTENSION
On Monday evening, in 
a nationwide address, 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi 
announced an extension 
of the extreme social 
distancing for one week 
with a further two weeks 
of strategically relaxed 
restrictions. 

Social media had mixed feel-
ings about the news. 

Many business owners were 
frustrated by the further delay 
of their companies being opera-
tional, while others understood 
the need for an extension. 

One comment said, “This is 
the most sugar coated way to 
say 3 week extension ever.”

We hope all goes well and 
that by the end of May it will be 
a return to business as usual for 
all.

INTERNATIONAL: Comedian 
William KRM

MMA BOIPELEGO: Citizen looking 
outside hopefully

UP IN SMOKE: KBL chimney

FURTHER LOCKDOWN: President Masisi announces lockdown extension 

CHRIS BROWN 
SHOWS 
LOVE TO 
MOTSETSEREPA
Local comedian William 
Last, aka Motsetserepa, 
received a huge shout-out 
from American superstar 
Chris Brown through a post 
on Instagram. 

The international hit-mak-
er posted a video clip of Mot-
setserepa singing one of his 
(Brown’s) songs (Don’t wake me 
up) with the caption, “If you 
don’t sing like this then we ain’t 
homies.” 

The video was viewed over 
one million times and received 
thousands of comments. 

“I see some South Africans 
trying to claim our boy. Let it 
be clear he is from Botswana,” 
reads one comment. 

More patriotic comments 
with the Botswana flag flooded 
the comments section, showing 
just how proud Batswana are 
of Motsetserepa. It certainly 
is quite an exciting moment in 
Motsetserepa’s career and could 
open up international doors – 
way to go!

PERMIT FOR 
SEJESO CHECK-
UP
Btv hosts a daily programme 
updating Batswana on the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The show allows members of 
the public to call in and ques-
tion the panelists. This week 
one caller in particular sur-
prised the panel as well as the 
viewers. The gentleman was 
seeking a permit for a check-up 
with his traditional healer in 
order to remove sejeso (tradi-
tional food poisoning) from his 
stomach. 

Social media was stunned by 
the caller’s frankness. 

“It may seem like a joke but 
this is a reality for some and 
they must be heard,” stressed 
one comment, sentiments 
echoed by another who noted, 
“People laughing at this don’t 
understand how serious this can 
be.” 

This sparked a brief discus-
sion on traditional healers and 
their legitimacy; it certainly 
made for an entertaining mo-
ment – what are your views?

Le Afrika Pty (Ltd)  •  Tel: +267 392 5669  •  WhatsApp: +267 75 0336 29  • www.leafrika.com

Le Afrika   Le Afrika   @afrika_le

Hand Sanitizer 
 99.9% EFFECTIVE GERM PROTECTION 

Composition: Ethyl alcohol 70%, Aloe Vera, Aqua

AVAILABLE AT: TroyHealthPharmacy - CBD (Squaremart)
• Pharmazone (Phakalane) • PharmaHub - Mowana Mall (Phakalane)

• Phakalane Pharmacy (Acacia Mall) • Chidzanani Pharmacy - Bluejacket Street (Francistown)

Also 
available in

5 liters
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FEEDBACK @ CHILLIN' OUT
The views expressed on this column are not 

necessarily of the management, sponsors and paper. 

Celebrated music 
star Vee Mampeezy is 
never one to shy away 

from sharing details of his 
personal life. The pint-
sized singer was at it again 
this week, taking to his 
WhatsApp stories to post 
an HIV home testing kit, 
which he says was bought 
by this wife. The 36-year-
old ‘Dumalana’ hit-maker 
added a cryptic message 

asking what his wife, Kagiso 
Sento was implying by 
buying the test kit for him.

Well, Shaya is all up for good 
health but in this time of lock-
down I wouldn’t want to think 
your wife suspects you of any-
thing Vee. I mean that little 
incident at that hotel is water 
under the bridge right? Or you 
still maintain she never caught 
you with that girl after the oth-
er one alerted…... Anyway, you 
deny it so I will let that one go.

VEE’S TESTING 
SURPRISE

BROADHURST 
Magistrate Gaseitsiwe 
Tonoki has called 

out Police Prosecutors for 
flouting court processes. 

In a strong warning, the Mag-
istrate called out officers for 
Contempt of Court, stressing 
they are not above of the law, just 
like the accused persons. Shaya 

welcomes this move. I am tired 
of this ‘investigation are still on 
going. The substantive Prosecu-
tor is not available’ line repeat-
edly being forked out from them. 
It’s like they have it on speed dial 
or something!

Crack the whip Tonoki, you 
have Shayas support, not that it 
matters but still.

COPS GET 
COURT 

GRILLING

SHAYA is concerned 
by the apparent 
ongoing scheme of 

people soliciting money 
from artists desperate 
for their music to receive 
radio airtime. 

However, a certain music 
compiler at one of the local 
stations has taken the ‘game’ 

a step further demanding 
payment of a sexual kind.

We know you are a celeb-
rity but this will not end well 
– stop abusing your position 
for sexual favours or Shaya will 
have no option but to name and 
shame you. Be under no illu-
sions, you may be a star but if 
your station finds out you will 
be out, ga ba diegi bao mo go 
kobeng!

The BDP must stop 
playing games with 
us. We know that the 

request by NYEC asking 
people to donate in its 
account was not a scam – 
well sort of. 

Shaya has all the details 
showing that it was a legiti-
mate account and that the 
funds were going to be used to 

sponsor a certain faction to-
wards the party congress. How-
ever, that is not what the dona-
tions were meant to be used for! 
Sensing that they were going 
to be exposed, the three NYEC 
members behind the plea ran 
around and claimed the poster 
circulating on social media was 
fake. Shaya has a simple warn-
ing for the trio - give the people 
back their money or you will be 
exposed. 

SEX FOR AIRPLAY

BACKTRACKING TRIO

VEE MAMPEEZY KAGISO SENTO

 DONALD 
TRUMP I 

DON’T WEAR 
A MASK 
BUT MY 

WAX FIGURE 
DOES!!! 

PRESIDENT Trump finally 
coming around to the 
idea of wearing a face 

mask during a pandemic 
would be huge -- but a wax 
statue figured it out before 
he did.

The President’s wax figure at Ma-
dame Tussauds in Berlin is sporting 
a new look amid the outbreak ... the 
famed wax museum has added a red 
mask protecting Trump’s mouth and 
nose.

Of course, it’s just wishful think-
ing on the part of Madame Tussauds 
... while the CDC strongly recommends 
wearing masks and face coverings to 
slow the spread of the novel virus, PO-
TUS has refused to get with the pro-
gram.

There are some obvious benefits 
to wearing a face mask. Even though 
it’s not a substitute for other defenses 
against COVID-19, like social distanc-
ing and hand washing, it’s way easier 
than, say ... ingesting disinfectant.

There is a big update ... Trump’s 
VP Mike Pence IS finally wearing a 
mask. He put one on Thursday while 
touring an Indiana General Motors 
plant.

Interesting, since the veep did not 
wear one earlier this week at the Mayo 
Clinic ... and said he didn’t NEED to 
because he’s tested all the time, and 
knew he did not have COVID-19. So, 
what’s changed?

TMZ.COM

TRUMP
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GOOD SAMARITANS: Nakwa Safaris directors donating food hampers

SOCIETY IN ACTION

EMAIL YOUR SPECIAL MOMENTS TO: mookamik@thevoicebw.com

With the fourth week of extreme social distancing coming to an end there were a few 
golden moments to capture. As always, The Voice’s wandering lens managed to freeze 
memories across the land.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS:       
WhatsApp: +267 7273 3092
Telegram: @thevoicebw_bot

MOTHER AND SON: Tsholo bonding with Anang at home

WALKING TO WORK: Choppies duo head to work

RUNNING ERRANDS: Katso and her mother on their way to 
grab groceries

GIVING BACK: Local community out reach program giving out food hampers in Broadhurst

CORONAVIRUS GREETING: An elbow to elbow handshake to appreciate food 
hamper donations

SUPERMARKET SELFIE: Didi (left) and a friend 

food shopping

DAZZLING SMILES: Oteng and her bestie take a quick 

selfie

HAPPY FAMILY: 
Gauta taking a 
selfie with her 

son

STOCKING UP: Doreen and her 

young siblings out shopping
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Shop  Your
Groceries 

Online

������
������

SHOPPING MADE

EASY
FROM NOW

Please log in to register  https://echoppies.com and place your orders

Delivery  at 
selected 

locations   within
10km  radius
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MOTSWANA-AMERICAN TRAVEL 
STAR LOCK DOWN DIARY

BY TSHEPO HAPPY MAPHANYANE

“Things could be worse”, says 
43-year-oldKenaope Kenzo Rutang, 
referring to the unfortunate 
circumstances presented 
bycovid-19.

Furloughed from work, Rutangis 
thankful for the stimulus cheque the 
Trump administration has offered to US-
citizens. “For now, we are okay andglad to 
have my mother around as we make the 
most of lockdown days.” Rutang’s moth-
er had goneto visit her daughter in the 
States as she has done over the years, but 
thistime around she was caught in the 
debacle of travel restrictions due toco-
vid-19, making her trip back to Botswana 
impossible for now.Luckily before the-
lockdown, the mother and daughter duo 
had done a bit of sightseeing, travelingto 
Savanna Georgia, St Augustine Florida, 
and Key West Florida.  

“Although mom wishes she were back 
inBotswana, her extended stay has been 
a blessing in disguise as she has provided-
me with the much-needed company and a 
sense of comfort during this tough time.

We play cards, other games and enjoy 
going for walks to keep strong andmen-
tally fit,” says Rutang.Besides, Rutang 
is usingher time spent at home to work 
on her travel agency business project, 
whichwill include African Safaris, a 
natural progression for her judging by 
thenumber of years she has dedicated to 
travel and tourism. 

Rutang, affectionatelyknown as Ken-
zo both professionally and personally, 
left Botswana in 2004 for anInternational 
Cultural Programme with the Walt Dis-
ney World Company. This opportunity 
had beenat the insistence and mentor-
ship of Dr. John D Chidzomba, CEO & 
founder ofDMC Hotel Training Centre 
in Harare, Zimbabwe where she attended 
college &trained. 

She also expresses hergratitude to 
the late Modisagape Mothoagae who was 
the CEO of the Hotel &Tourism Associa-
tion of Botswana by then. Rutang met 
Mothoagaewhilst working as a Front Of-
fice Manager at Maun Lodge, which was 
her first jobafter completing hotel school 
in 1999. The encouragement andcomplete 
believe in her capabilities compounded 
by her drive and passion for customerser-
vice saw led to her nomination for the 
cultural exchange programme. 

Her strong background in the Hospi-
tality &International Tourism from City 
& Guilds of London Institute & throught-
he unmatched training and mentorship 
of both the highly respected Chidzom-
baand Mothoagae, she spent seven years 

Kenzo and her dear mother

working with Disney World and subse-
quentlygaining further experience with 
various tourism and hospitality outfits 
in theStates.

This led to 16 years ofher living and 
working in America where she continues 
to break boundarieswithin the Hospital-
ity industry.She has also beenrecognized 
as an employee of the month at the nu-
merous hotel properties she hasworked 
at, among them renowned brands like 
Hilton, Starwood, Thomas Cook (UK-
based Travel agency), and others that 
provided her with the unique opportuni-
tyto hone her skills. 

The outbreak of the coronavirus pan-
demic found Rutang working at a Mar-
riott property in the fast-pacedtourist 
area of Florida Orlando SeaWorld, which 
also happens to be her neighbourhood.
Her global clienteleexperience had her 
initially worried about possible exposure 
to corona so shedecided to get tested 
right away.“Luckily, I testednegative for 
COVID-19. 

At the moment I am home and not 
sure when it would besafe to resume 
work,” she says.Always the one to becon-
cerned by others, Rutang confesses that 
although confinement has causedunex-
pected challenges and inconveniences, 

it is other people’s problems thathave 
weighed heavily on her mind so far.“

So many people have beenaffected 
and displaced by this situation. It is 
heart breaking how thispandemic has 
swept through America and the rest of 
the world. If there was evera time to be 
strong this is it,” says the woman who 
is no stranger tochallenges, as she has 
suffered a great deal health-wise, lead-
ing to her beingunable to travel between 
Botswana and the states as much as ex-
pected. 

In fact, for years, Rutangand her 
family had to endure gossipmongers 
who had assumed her not coming home-
was due to immigration issues. “People 
can be judgementalof things they don’t 
know,” she says with a tinge of sad-
ness in her voice. However, 
in 2017 followingclose to 
10 years of being away 
from home, she and 
her fiancé Ben, 
visitedBotswana 
much to her 
family and 
friends’ de-
light.

“We had 
kept the visit 
a surpriseand 
planned it 
with the help 
of my sister, 
Millie. To this 
day I cannot 
findthe words 
to describe how 
precious it was. 
Thank goodness we 
did not cause anyheart 
attacks,” she says.

To ensure her valiantfight 
through her health challenges were 
not in vain, Rutang is now an advocate-
for interstitial cystitis, a chronic condi-
tion causing bladder pressure,bladder 
pain and sometimes-pelvic pain too.

“This affects one’squality of life and 
can be debilitating, which is why I have 
decided to raise awarenessaround this 
condition,” she saysFor her efforts, Ru-
tang gota letter from The White House 
on November 1st, 2018, spurring her on. 
It is nosurprise therefore that, she is 
adamant about spreading positivity and 
givingothers hope. 

Upon discovering through aFace-
book post that a group of students from 
Ledumang secondary students wasvisit-
ing Florida through Blindfolded Inter-
national Student cultural exchangepro-
gram (BISCEP), Rutang was reminded 
of her first time in the States andwanted 
to share her story with these students 
and their teachers. She drove three and 
a halfhours from her base, with t-shirts 

she had specifically printed for the group-
to meet the organizer, teachers, and the 
students. “It was a no brainer forme as I 
believe in showing kindness and finding 
out that fellow Batswana werenot too far 
from me, I knew I had to make the trip,” 
she gushes. Rutang has made it hermis-
sion to share her experiences with others. 

Upon arrival in the US, she re-
alisedthat most local people were not well 
versed in the African continent andespe-
cially Botswana. “People would ask me-
condescending questions and although I 
was initially taken aback, I saw this asan 
opportunity to create awareness and edu-
cate Americans about my belovedcoun-
try,” she explains. 

This also fuelled Rutang to seek 
speakingopportunities in schools to 

impart knowledge about the 
rich African culture andex-

periences from her trav-
els. As an independent 

travel agent,Rutang 
is hoping to give 

others exception-
al experiences 
like the ones she 
hashad. 

With nine 
cruise ships to 
the Caribbean 
Islands under 
her belt, in-
credibleknowl-
edge of theme 

parks, hospitali-
ty, and tourism in 

Florida and around 
theUS, Rutang is a 

gem to the tourism 
industry. Furthermore, 

she hasinteracted with 
countless celebrities during her 

time at Disney as well as inthe fitness in-
dustry. She shares her passion for travel 
and a healthy lifestylewith her actor and 
producer fiancé from Jacksonville Flori-
da, who also introducedher to the world 
of film. 

Despite the disruption of their up-
coming Europe tourholiday, they are 
upbeat about resuming their plans once 
the lockdown is over. “At the moment I 
amembracing some rest time,” she say-
sWhen not consumed by workdemands, 
travel, or cooking up a storm, Rutang 
keeps to a schedule thatincludes her vol-
unteering at a local homeless shelter to 
give others hope. 

Ofall she her accomplishments, she 
prides herself in her work with the USDe-
partment of Defence as a Guest Services 
Agent (Front desk agent) at a localmili-
tary hotel operated by the U.S. Army. “It 
truly was one of thebest & humbling ex-
periences,” she says.  

Ben Reeves, Kenzo and Mom.

THE LOVEBIRDS: Ben and 
Kenzo on their Bots tour
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WILDERNESS 
SAFARIS GIVES 

BACK TO OKAVANGO 
COMMUNITY

BY FRANCINAH              
BAAITSE - MMANA

WILDERNESS Safaris 
and Wilderness Air 
jointly donated toiletry 
and sanitary materials 
to COVID-19 village 
response team in 
Seronga on Wednesday 
morning.

The P40,000.00 worth 
of goods was handed over 
to the team at the vil-
lage’s airstrip by Wilder-
ness Safaris’ Field Opera-
tions Manager, Johan Von 
Backstrom and Wilderness 
Air’s acting manager, Kago 
Paul.

“To our friends in Gu-
dikwa, Seronga, Beetsha, 
Gunotsoga, Eretsha, we 
hope this small donation 
will make a difference in 
the difficult times that lie 
ahead.  As a company, Wil-
derness Safaris and Wil-
derness Air would like to 
commit that if there is any 
other need that may arise 
in the community please 
feel free to either contact 
us or Okavango Commu-
nity Trust (OCT) and they 
can liase with us and if it 
is within our power we will 
gladly assist,” Backstrom 
stated.

Wilderness Safaris and 
Wilderness Air operate 
under Vumbura conces-
sion within NG 22, which 
is under the management 
of Okavango Community 

Trust. The five villages al-
luded to earlier by Back-
strom form OCT. Another 
concession run by the same 
Trust is NG23, which has 
been leased by another ma-
jor tourism company in the 
country, the Great Plains 
conservation.

The donations, OCT 
General Manager, Botshelo 
Sesinyi, said will benefit 
individual households in 
dire need.

According to Sesinyi, 
the donations were re-
quested from the Wilder-
ness team following a needs 
analysis by social workers 
in the five villages. 

In the analysis, Sesinyi 
revealed, the village social 
workers discovered that 
many disadvantaged fami-
lies would need toiletry or 
sanitary related materials 
at household level, during 
the current state of emer-
gency and movement lock-
down.

The 28 -day movement 
restriction started on April 
3rd, 2020 and has since been 
extended by an extra week. 
For many people in these 
communities whose live-
lihoods involve working 
in local lodges, trading in 
goods and fishery, life has 
come to a standstill.

“Since they will be un-
able to fend for themselves, 
considering that their 
breadwinners have either 
lost their jobs or have had 
their salary cut, they are 
facing a serious threat of 
hunger,” explained Sesinyi.

PRESENTING: Johan Von Backstrom handing over donation

DELIVERED: Sanitary materials

The donations included 
toilet paper, tissues, hand 
sanitisers, gloves, dish and 
hand washing liquid soaps 
among others.

 As regards to food sup-
plements, Sesinyi stated 
that the government has 
committed to supply the 
families taking into con-
sideration that during this 
time most of our people 
would have farm harvest 
which they now don’t have.”

Generally OCT villag-
ers are hustlers and lead 
a comfortable though not 

luxurious kind of life, ac-
cording to the village chief, 
Kgosi Maeze Bayei Maeze.

“We struggle like any 
other village, but our big 
challenge is that we have no 
proper roads. People have 
to travel across the river 
and into a long stretch of 
bad road to Maun to get re-
sources. There are no prop-
er shops in our villages be-
sides tuck-shops. But now 
the tuck-shops are empty 
because of restricted move-
ment,” said the Chief.

Lesoma 
social 
worker 
brutally 
attacked
BY FRANCINAH BAAITSE MMANA

A 29- year -old social worker was 
on Thursday battling for his life at 
Nyangabwe hospital in Francistown after 
he was brutally hacked with a machete 
by a man in Lesoma village, just outside 
Kazungula on Wednesday this week.

The young social worker was allegedly on 
duty doing home needs assessments when he 
was attacked.

According to the police, there were no 
witnesses at the scene and it is not clear what 
triggered the attack.

Kazungula police station commander, su-
perintendet Paul Chaluza explained in an in-
terview that although investigations into the 
matter are ongoing, “It appears no one else 
was with the two men when the attack hap-
pened.”

The police could not interview the victim 
as he was severely injured and was immediate-
ly transferred to Nyangabwe referral hospital 
the same day. “It is still a very fresh matter 
which so far has no witnesses and therefore 
there is not much detail to share with you,” 
said the police boss.

JEALOUSY

Allegations are however rife that the so-
cial worker was too friendly with the 44 -year- 
old man’s wife prior to the attack, however 
the police maintain that the wife was not a 
witness to the attack as she was not even at 
the scene when the brutality happened.

Currently social workers are doing house 
to house need assesments as the whole coun-
try has gone into movement restriction. 
Those in need are provided with food hampers 
and toiletry to help them push through the 
lockdown days.

The 28- day lockdown, which was to end 
this week, has been extended with an extra 
week and is expected to continue until May 
7th.

The lockdown was introduced as a way of 
controlling people’s movement during the 
current outbreak of the deadly COVID-19. As 
of Thursday this week, the corona virus had 
killed over 229,000 people globally.
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Communities in Okavango 
show resilience in tough times

LIFE in the Okavango Delta is 
hard.

The challenges are many and 
frequent. There are floods, at-
tacks by wild animals and regu-
lar gruelling journeys on gravel 
roads and boats for many kilome-
tres to reach amenities.

This environment  has how-
ever made the 8000 people living 
in Seronga, Gunotsoga, Eretsha, 
Beetsha and Gudigwa toughen 
up and face the challenges with a 
positive attitude.

Human-wildlife conflict posed 
a real threat that did not only 
endanger lives but also contrib-
uted to increasing poverty levels 
among villagers whose fields were 
often ravaged by elephants and 
livestock eaten by lions.

This conflict between man and 
animals was however partially 
resolved  when the community 
adapted to their environment by 
acquiring a photographic conces-
sion from government and sub-
leased it to big tourism magnates 
at a comfortable fee. 

“Our people are largely agrar-
ian, keeping a small number of 
livestock, and practicing flood re-
cession farming. Fishing is also a 
significant source of livelihood as 
well as harvesting of aquatic and 
veld resources,” explains Botshe-
lo Sesinyi of Okavango Commu-
nity Trust (OCT), an organisation 
that was formed in 1995 for village 
development purposes.

OCT has sponsored local youth 
to study different courses in Tour-
ism and hospitality, construction 
and real estate at schools like 
Career dreams, TSI, Baisago in 
Maun and FCTVE in Francis-
town. Most of these graduates are 
absorbed within OCT investment 
partner’s camps. 

“One of our sponsored stu-
dents graduated in September 
last year as best student,” said 

OCT REPRESENTATIVE: Sesinyi

A VIEWFROM ABOVE: Seronga

ARTIST’S IMPRESSION: Proposed hotel
Sesinyi proudly.

He further explained that the 
Trust has built toilets and houses 
for vulnerable and less privileged 
members of the community over 
the years and consistently donated 
towards prize giving ceremonies 
in local primary schools in all the 
five villages and the only secondary 
school in the area, Ngambao Sec-
ondary School in Seronga.

“You will note that many 
houses in our area are tradition-
al thatched and thus susceptible 
to catching fire. OCT has there-
fore donated money to people who 
have lost their huts through fire 
and through natural disasters. It 
isn’t much, but it goes a long way 
in helping the beneficiary rebuild 
their homes,” Sesinyi said.

Furthermore the Trust has 
since acquired two minibuses to 
use as school buses, which also 
double as village transporters for 
the sick in partnership with Un-
chartered Africa and Natural Se-
lection. This, according to Sesinyi 
was done in an effort to mitigate 
against human-elephant conflict 
in the area.

The Trust further offers com-
plimentary transport to the sick 
and during funerals to members of 
the community.

The Trust ambition and pas-
sion to develop their communities 
is also evident in its report to the 
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) late last year. In 
the report, the Trust detailed its 
current operations and dream to 
add some more.

According to the report, the 
Trust has commercial operations, 
a mortuary and funeral services 
through premiums, general dealers 
in Gudigwa and Beetsha, hardware 
in Gunotsoga, which generate rev-
enue through retailing. It further 
has a vehicle hire business.  

The general dealer in Seronga 
is in the process of being changed 
into a hotel, because of the gap ob-
served by the Trust in the hospi-
tality industry, which is shortage 
of accommodation in the Eastern 
panhandle of the Okavango area.

Upon change of use, the Trust 
will construct a hotel with a con-
ference room, a restaurant and a 
bar and so far the architectural 
design for the hotel has been com-
pleted and only awaiting approval 
from the council.

They also plan to build a cul-
tural village and have applied for 
funding for eight thatched Tswana 
traditional huts, a fully furnished 
restaurant, a dance arena, curio 
shop, art gallery, and information 
centre and managerial office.

A community camp at NG 22 

UNITED BY 
COMMON 

PROBLEMS
concession in partnership with 
Okavango Wilderness Safaris is 
also on the cards and the report 
to UNDP has confirmed that the 
two parties have already made a 
formal agreement during a joint 
meeting on May 22nd and 23rd, 
2019.

“The two parties agreed to 
jointly construct and operate 
a community camp in Kwedi, a 
572km2 plot currently leased to 
OCT and subleased to Wilderness. 
The Trust has already made a sub-
mission for additional beds to the 
Tawana Land board to make it a 

24 beds camp, ” Sesinyi said.
According to the UNDP 

report the Trust has this 
year committed to electrify 
all VDC houses in the four 

villages of Gudigwa, Beet-
sha, Eretsha and Gunotsoga 
and to build a shelter at the 
main kgotla in Seronga.
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FROM BACK PAGE

Speaking exclu-
sively to Voice Sport 
this week, Luza de-
scribed Covid-19 as a 
curse but also a po-
tential blessing to 
his boxers.

Whilst he admit-
ted the pandemic 
was likely to disrupt 
his fighters’ form, 
Luza explained there 
was also opportunity 
amidst the disrup-
tion.

“The break is go-
ing to affect us and 
it might not be pos-
sible for us to go to 
Thailand and France 
for international 
training. It can also 
help us to have more 
time to prepare. It 
can work in our fa-
vour as we now stand 
a chance to send an-
other boxer to join 
Mahommed at the 
qualifiers,” he said, 
adding the associa-
tion has now sub-
mitted a proposal to 
Botswana National 
Olympic Committee 
(BNOC) requesting 
an extra slot at the 
qualifiers.

According to Luza, he has short-
listed the final slot down to four 
boxers but is yet to make a choice 
on who will receive the opportunity 
of a lifetime and a shot at a poten-
tial ticket to Tokyo.

Highlighting the difficult con-
ditions the association works un-
der, Luza ruefully revealed, “I gave 
our national team boxers a train-
ing plan and some are struggling 
because they do not have punch-
ing bags at home, they just throw 

their fists in the 
air! They just do 
push-ups, skipping 
rope and run around 
their houses because 
they cannot do road 
work.” 

For his part, 
23-year-old Otukile 
said that whilst the 
postponement has 
affected him psycho-
logically, he has been 
in constant contact 
with the national 
team psychologist 

“He has been 
counseling him. We 
interact via What-
sApp and he sends me 
voice notes to make 
sure I do not lose fo-
cus,” explained the 
Lobatse native, who 
announced himself 
as the best in the 
continent with his 
stunning Gold medal 
at the Africa Games 
in Morocco last Au-
gust

The confident 
fighter remains su-
premely optimistic 
that he has what it 
takes to make it to 
Japan.

“I was really 
looking forward to 
the qualifiers and I 

stand a better chance to qualify for 
the Olympics. I worked hard with 
the coach to prepare for them and I 
had gained momentum from inter-
national camps and competitions. I 
train every day in the morning and 
evening doing sit-ups, push-ups and 
jumps. 

“I also weigh myself every day. 
As a boxer you must be disciplined 
and avoid eating oily and sweet food 
so that you don’t gain weight,” con-
cluded the toned youth, whose rip-
pling abs and bulging muscles are 
the envy of many.

AFRICAN 
CHAMPION: 

Otukile

TARGETING 
A TICKET 
TO TOKYO

I gave our 
national 

team 
boxers a 
training 
plan and 
some are 

struggling 
because 
they do 

not have 
punching 

bags at 
home, 

they just 
throw 

their fists 
in the air!

BBA COACH, 
MASTER LUZA

Plea hungry Francistowners

While Botswana continues 
its brave fight against 
Covid-19, the nationwide 
lockdown imposed to stop 
the virus from spreading 
has come at a cruel cost 
to the country’s poorer 
citizens.

This is especially evident 
in Francistown’s Block One 
location where desperate resi-
dents are growing hungrier by 
the day as The Voice’s CHRIS-
TINAH MOTLHABANE dis-
covered when she visited the 
area on Wednesday.

JOHNSON TEKO, 60

I do not have anything 
to eat. You can get 
in the house and see 

for yourself (gesturing 
animatedly at the small 
mud hut behind him). As 
you arrived I was bathing 
and getting ready to go 
out in the hope of finding 
something to eat.

Before the lockdown I 
used to do piece jobs and buy 
already cooked food to eat. I 
never cooked in the house, I 
survived on takeaways. Now I 
have nothing to cook. The so-
cial workers have not arrived 
in our home, we are always 
told they are on the other 
side of town. Yesterday I had 
Mageu only so I can take my 
medication. Sometimes I am 
forced to take it on an empty 
stomach. Now I only eat when 
I check on my friends and thus 
have to violate the Covid-19 
procedures of staying home; I 
have no other choice!

OBEY JASA

JOHNSON TEKO

NALEDI MOMPOLOKI SENAI

DILAPIDATED: Teko’s mud hut

FAMISHED: No food left in 
Teko’s home

“PLEASE GIVE 
US FOOD”

NALEDI MOMPOLOKI 
SENAI, 30

It is hard my sister, there 
is nothing to eat. We 
survive by hustling for 

food. The social workers 
are dragging their feet. 

Last week my younger 
brother had a little money, 
which he used to buy some food 
but it is long finished. I am stay-
ing with my brothers, niece and 
nephew. We wish we could be as-
sisted. We have not had a single 
social worker visit our house 
since lockdown started!

KAGISO SETLHARE, 24

I have not been given the 
food hampers but the 
social worker is always 

passing here. 
Before lockdown I was 

surviving by selling sweets 
and cooked meat but now the 
little that I have saved is fin-
ished. We now survive by eat-
ing mapakiwa, since they are 
cheaper. If I have 10 Pula, I 
make sure it sustains me for 
a week. It is very hard. I just 
need to be assessed so I get 
food. Even getting a permit 
is difficult; when you need it 
you are told they only give 30 
people and you’re too late.

OOKEDITSE MODISE, 55

I fear hunger will soon 
kill me. I keep waiting 
and hoping for the social 

workers to turn up but up 

until today they have not 
come. 

As you can see in my 
house, I survive with water 
and asking for pap from peo-
ple. My own pap got finished 
some weeks ago. I have been 
surviving by Drought Relief 
Programme, now I am suf-
fering. We ask that the social 
workers help us. We are des-
perate!

TAMELO MADONGO, 44

My eyes do not know 
the social workers. 
I have not seen 

them and hunger is slowly 
killing me. 

It is painful. We eat pa-
pawithout relish and that 
pap is now small. When you 
cook you make sure you cook 
a little so tomorrow you have 
something. I used to do piece 
jobs of building. I really need 
food. 

OBEY JASA, 41

If people are suffering 
this kind of punishment 
because of Coronavirus 

they should at least be 
given food well in time. If 
not we have no choice but 
to leave our houses so we 
hustle to have food. 

We ask that we be given 
food so we stay in our hous-
es. There is nothing painful 
like hunger. The social work-
ers and the government must 
hear our plea. We are asking 
for food. We used to hustle for 
ourselves now it is hard.
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OLYMPIC HOPEFUL: Otukile

PUNCHING FOR 
REDEMPTION
Boxing eyes 

two more 
olympic spots

BY PORTIA MLILO

WITH the Olympics 
postponed to next 
year, Botswana Boxing 
Association (BBA) 
National Coach, 
Lechedzani Master 
Luza intends to use the 
extra time to qualify 
two more boxers for 
the global sporting 
phenomenon.

  To date, female pu-
gilist Keamogetse Sadie 
Kenosi is the only boxer 
to qualify for the games, 

which will be held in Tokyo 
in July 2020.

 However, Luza is ada-
mant that current African 
Champion, Mahommed 
Rajab Otukile can join the 
feisty Francistowner in Ja-
pan.

  Otukile, who fights 
in the U/52kg category, 
was due to leave for Paris 
this month (May) to take 
part in the second round 
of Olympic qualifiers. The 
event, like all other sport-
ing meets, has since been 
suspended indefinitely.

TURN TO PAGE 19
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