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Internet Balloons To Bridge Internet Balloons To Bridge 
Digital DivideDigital Divide
Kenya has, in partnership with 
Google’s sister firm, Loon, 
launched a fleet of 35 internet 
balloons that will provide 
internet services to remote areas 
of the country. This is the first 
balloon-powered internet to 
launch in Africa. 

Google’s internet balloons are 
wireless Internet connectivity 
towers that f loat in the 
stratosphere. They beam Internet 
signals to earth-based stations, 
which then transmit the internet 
to users through internet service 
providers.

These floating giant balloons 
are made from plastic. They 
are fitted with solar panels 
which power the gadgets that 
control the balloon’s operations 
and beam internet signals to 
earth. Using a special crane, the 
balloons are propelled to the 
stratosphere – a height of about 
20km above the earth. Artificial 
intelligence software installed in 
the balloons’ computers controls 
the floating movements using 
wind power.

A single balloon can provide 
internet connectivity to an area 
of about 80km in diameter and 
serve about 1,000 users on the 
ground.

It’s expected that the signal 
strength users get will be similar 
to 4G browsing speeds.

W h a t  d o e s  i n t e r n e t 
connectivity look like in Kenya?

Kenya has a wide variety of 
connectivity infrastructure. 
About 39 million Kenyans 
are hooked up to wireless 
subscriptions, mostly through 
mobile phones, which depend 
on signals from a mast. Wired 
subscriptions stand at about 
458,000.

This is impressive for a 
population of about 51 million 
people. Internet connectivity 

in Tanzania, by comparison, 
reached an estimated 27 million 
people (out of about 56 million 
people) by March 2020.

Kenya also continues to deepen 
its connectivity infrastructure 
through a national fibre optic 
cable. To date, close to 6,000km 
of the fibre optic backbone has 
been laid down and plans are to 
reach all 47 counties.

D e s p i t e  i m p r e s s i v e 
developments, more can be 
done. Most people in Kenya 
access the internet through their 
mobile phones. When looking 
at how well mobile phone 
providers cover the country 
geographically, we see that large 
areas of the country, particularly 
in the north and northeast, 
don’t have much coverage. Most 
internet coverage is around 
towns in the central, coastal, 
and western areas and along 
major roadways.

This state of coverage is 
partly attributable to internet 
privatisation and electricity 
coverage.

Commercially, it does not 
make sense for internet service 
providers to cover areas of 
low population density, since 
the cost of physical internet 
infrastructure outweighs the 
benefits from subscriptions.

Market competition also 
affects connectivity. Two mobile 
network operators – Safaricom 
and Airtel – have a stranglehold 
on the market. They have not 
provided internet users with 
choice in terms of price, service 
variety and quality. And over 
about 20 years, the telecoms 
market has seen the demise 
of close to 70 internet service 
providers.

As countries aim for universal 
internet connectivity, Google’s 
Internet balloons are a welcome 

addition.
If the balloons are directed 

t o w a r d s  t h e  c u r r e n t l y 
underserved areas, their 
presence could reduce the digital 
exclusion of those areas.

Their entry in the market may 
also jolt the current market 
players to reconsider their 
pricing models and become 
more innovative in their 
service offerings. There could 
be a reduction in data rates, or 
bundling of more services at 
the current price. That is good 
for internet users.

But every big entrant into the 
market could have an impact 
on smaller players, some of 
which continue to provide “last 
mile” internet coverage, even 
in commercially less attractive 
regions. Poorly resourced and 
weakly capitalised internet 
service providers might fold, 
unless they reimagine their 
business models.

This is a new venture, and it is 
too early to know exactly what 
effect these balloons will have 
or the types of social changes 
they will bring.

What type of opportunities 
could these balloons bring to 
Kenya’s remote areas?

There are a number of 
opportunities that these balloons 
can bring, particularly to rural 
areas. The balloons do not have 

the physical limitations of wired 
connections, such as installations 
in sometimes inaccessible 
regions.

The balloons could give more 
people access to information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure and services. 
They could help create more 
industry around e-commerce, 
e-learning and e-government.

Given the involvement of 
the government of Kenya in 
the project, we should expect 
a push for increased internet 
use in the key sectors of rural 
areas such as health, education 
and agriculture. For instance, 
the balloons could allow more 
children in rural areas to have the 
option of online learning. Also, 
new telemedicine technology has 
been launched and the balloons 
are expected to facilitate long-
distance patient and clinician 
contact, care and monitoring.

Hopefully, as the benefits 
of Google’s internet balloons 
unfold, we should also see faster 
development of local digital 
applications, supported by local 
digital infrastructure platforms. 
That might spur the development 
of content.

With better and improved 
internet connectivity, there is 
also an opportunity to reimagine 
public  service  del ivery. 
(TheConversation.)
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Safe and Happy President’s 
Day holiday!

PULA!
His Excellency President 
DR MOKGWEETSI ERIC 

KEABETSWE MASISI

The Board, Regional Director, Management, 
Staff and Students wish his Excellency 

President  Dr Mokgweetsi Eric Keabetswe 
Masisi, First Lady Neo Jane Masisi and the 

Nation of the Republic of Botswana Safe and 
Happy Presidents Day holidays. 

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has called for greater 
access to COVID-19 detection, 
testing and care among 
vulner a bl e  po pulat ions 
grappling with the impacts 
of protracted conflict and 
humanitarian emergencies 
across Africa.

Sub-Saharan Africa is home 
to over 26% of the world’s 
refugees.  Long-running 
conflicts in regions like the 
Sahel have led to the closure of 

health facilities and the flight of 
health workers. In Burkina Faso, 
110 health facilities have been 
closed due to insecurity while 
services have been impaired in 
186 others, leaving around 1.5 
million people without adequate 
health care. In Mali’s central 
and northern regions, health 
services have been paralysed 
by persistent attacks. In 2019 
alone, 18 attacks on health 
facilities were reported. So far 
this year, one health centre has 
been attacked.

“COVID-19 has exacerbated 
e x i s t i n g  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
challenges, particularly with 
regards to access to health 
services in many countries 
in the region,” Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, WHO Regional Director 
for Africa said. 

“With the pandemic we 
have seen some humanitarian 
operations delayed due to 
lockdowns, curfews and the 
restrictions of movement for 
both personnel and cargo vital 
for COVID-19 response.”

Crowded settings such 
as displacement camps can 
heighten the risk of COVID-19 
transmission due to difficult 
access to clean water, leading to 
inadequate hygiene, and where 
physical distancing is almost 
impossible.

 
The United Nations system 

has activated health clusters 
in eight countries where the 
humanitarian situation requires 
support from the international 
community, including Burkina 
Faso, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, Mali, Niger 
and South Sudan. Although 
information on COVID-19 
transmission in humanitarian 
settings remains limited so far, 
about 1800 COVID-19 cases have 
been reported in seven of these 
countries among the displaced, 
refugees, migrants or in areas 
affected by humanitarian crises. 

Due to the limited detection 
and testing capacity, the number 
is likely to be an under-estimate.

“WHO urges the humanitarian 
community and Member States 
to increase support to the 
millions of people in dire need 
of assistance in the region. If we 
don’t step up health services, 
including testing, tracing, 
isolation and care for people 
already living in precarious 
settings and displacement 
camps, COVID-19 could spark 
untold tragedy,” said Dr Moeti.

WHO has developed guidance 
o n  a d a p t i n g  C OV I D - 1 9 

mitigation in camp or camp-
like settings, recommending 
health screenings for people 
arriving at collective sites and 
temporary isolation centres 
for suspected cases. WHO 
advises that activities like food 
distribution or education be 
adjusted to limit mass gatherings 
and strengthen infection 
prevention and control.

 
WHO is working with the 

United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) and other operational 
partners to raise awareness about 
COVID-19 among vulnerable 
populations, distribute medical 
supplies and implement 
preventive measures such as 
handwashing stations. Efforts 
are also underway to strengthen 
surveillance, train health 
workers, establish telehealth 
centres, and test and care for 
people who contract the disease.

The United Nations is 
implementing the Global 
Humanitarian Response Plan for 
COVID-19 to fight the pandemic 
in countries facing humanitarian 
situations. The plan identifies 
ways to address the immediate 
health and non-health needs 
related to COVID-19 for the 
most vulnerable populations 
through health,  water, 
sanitation, hygiene, food and 
agriculture, logistics, education 
and protection. Of the 63 
countries covered by the plan, 
20 are in Africa.

WHO urges greater COVID-19 
health services in Africa
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Mohammed Chand and 
Thatayaone Dichaba

Dichaba, founder of Dichaba 
Consumer Electronics and 
Ditec mobile, which specializes 
in designing and assembling 
mobile phones and electronics, 
along with Mohammed Chand, 
Medical Director of Diagnofirm, a 
medical laboratory in Botswana; 
are part of the Stanford Seed 
Southern Africa cohort for 2020.    

During an interview with 
Thatayaone Dichaba, who 
attended the Stanford Seed 
Immersion week in Ghana this 
year January and proceeded to 
his leadership lab in South Africa 
in February; told a very impactful 
story about his transformation. 

Dichaba speaks about how his 
business was crashing in 2019, 
after losing 1.4 million Pula 
despite buying equipment, as 
they had no capital remaining 
to assemble the equipment. 
This is when he realized that he 
needed help and decided to apply 
for the Seed program, of which 
he also couldn’t comfortably 
afford, but given Stanford’s 
ability to provide scholarships 
for accepted applicants, he 
managed to negotiate the 
admission payment. Following 
his admission, he went through 
the first part of the program 
before the pandemic exploded 
and couldn’t proceed after 

boarders closed, as the program 
requires a lot of travel. His 
investors pulled away and his 
customers also reduced. Luckily 
for Dichaba, he met his fellow 
cohort member – Mohammed 
where he shared his leadership 
challenge. The Leadership Lab 
introduced him to the concept 
of being agile, which is when 
he thought up an idea to 
build infrared thermometers 
in response to the Covid 19 
pandemic. Upon convincing 
Mohammed that he could build 
the infrared from scratch, the 
partnership between the two 
was formed after Mohammed 
offered to invest capital to get 
the assembly started. 

NOW Infrared Botswana has 
been formed; an entity where 
infrared Thermometers are 
being assembled in Botswana 
by Batswana. They trained a 
large team of Batswana to assist 
with production and are now 
making over 1000 thermometers 

a day which has now caught 
the Government’s attention, as 
it is now a requirement for all 
buildings to check temperatures 
for everyone entering. 

De Beers Group in collaboration 

with the Stanford Graduate 
school of business, continues 
to nurture and develop 
entrepreneurs through the Seed 
Transformation program, which 
seems to be paying off during the
current Pandemic.

DITEC & DIAGNOFIRM join forces

AGI L I T Y
At  t h e  S t a n fo r d  S e e d 
leadership lab in South Africa, 
the keyword was Agility, 
which stuck with Dichaba 
forever. At leadership labs, 
Seed business leaders present 
their business challenge and 
receive feedback and support 
on how to tackle it.

Hon Minister Peggy Serame (Trade) and Hon 
Minister Dr Lemogang Kwape (Health.
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Go-to-Market Cohort 2 (2019) 

As they say, when the world throws you lemons, make 
yourself lemonade to quench your thirst. With many 
companies around the globe affected by COVID - 19 the 
innovative ones are amongst those that stand a better 
chance to pull through.  

An Alumni of the Stanford Go-to-Market (GTM) Program, 
Leatile Chilindi who owns Lavidagreen infiltrates the 
fresh food delivery market during the Covid-19 lockdown 
in Gaborone.   

In an interview on the pandemic and measures his 
business put in place to stay afloat, he says “the impact 
on our operations has been immense. As a fresh produce 
distributor, our primary customer is restaurants, which 
account for 90% of our business. We felt the ripple effect 
of the impact on restaurants and as a result, like other 
entities in the same business, we incurred a serious loss 
of income.”  

He reiterated the significance of e-commerce in today’s 
world adding that with social distancing regulations, it is 
a very useful platform for business, particularly coupled 
with home deliveries.  

COVID-19 Response  

Leatile attributes his new business model of pushing sales 
digitally to learnings he derived from a webinar 
conducted for GTM entre by the Stanford Seed team, 
aimed at supporting the businesses with response 
mechanisms for the current global challenge.  

“We used the business model canvas taught in the 
Stanford GTM bootcamp to assess the market and key 
strengths we would need to serve our market and the 
results are positive. We are very excited as this new 
approach has not only kept us afloat but has also 
increased our customer base.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

                Leatile Chilindi - Owner  

 

               

During this time, the company has resorted to collecting 
their own products from their farmers to help alleviate 
delivery costs on their behalf.  
 
“We are thankful to be able to offer convenience, 
affordability and a good variety of both local and regionally 
grown produce to our customers. This is a stepping stone 
towards taking our company to greater heights. We are 
thankful to De Beers Group and Stanford for their continued 
support” he concluded.  

Stanford Go-to-Market 
A Collaboration between De Beers Group and Stanford GSB 
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Winter SpecialWinter SpecialWinter Special
HURRY NOW....

Visit Any Of Your Nearest Cell City 

Zimbabwean police have issued 
a warrant against the largest 
mobile phone operator Econet 
Wireless to hand over a list of its 
mobile money transactions and 
subscribers because authorities 
suspect it of involvement in 
money laundering, according 
to the warrant.

P r e s i d e n t  E m m e r s o n 
Mnangagwa’s government 

has already suspended some 
of Econet’s mobile money 
transactions. Authorities last 
month also halted all trade on 
the local stock exchange.

In the search warrant issued 
on Friday night and seen by 
Reuters, police accused Econet 
of creating fictitious mobile 
money and converting it to 
cash to facilitate purchasing 

foreign currency on the black 
market and taking the money 
out of Zimbabwe.

The central bank has made 
similar accusations before, 
which Econet has denied.

A senior Econet official, who 
declined to be named because 
he is not authorised to speak to 
the media, said the government 
Econet would challenge the 

move in court.
A spokesman for the company 

said he could not immediately 
comment.

The police ordered Econet to 
provide a list of all subscribers, 
mobile money transactions and 
financial statements covering 
Jan. 2 to June 30 this year “for 
the purporse of investigating 
or detecting a case of money 

laundering.”
Police spokesman Andrew 

Phiri declined to comment.
Zimbabwe has alarmed 

investors with its decision to 
suspend the stock exchange.

Mnangagwa’s ruling ZANU-PF 
party has asked the government 
to de-list Old Mutual’s local 
unit from the Zimbabwe stock 
exchange, accusing it of fanning 
the foreign currency black 
market.

The Zimbabwe dollar, which 
was brought back last year 
without any foreign or gold 
reserves, is in freefall, fuelling 
inflation to more than 700%.

( Reuters.)

South Africa among the highest 
increases in daily reports
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Nigeria hopes changes it has 
made to gold mining regulation 
will earn the government $500 
million a year in royalties and 
taxes and create 250,000 jobs, 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
said on Thursday.

The reforms have made 
artisanal mining legal and will 
create gold buying centres and 
tax trade of the precious metal, 
Buhari said in a statement.

“These operations will help in 
diversifying our revenue base,” 
said Buhari.

Nigerian authorities have 
said illegal mining, prominent 
in the northwest, has fuelled 
widespread violence they 
attr ibu t e  t o  “ ba ndits”. 
Thousands of people have been 
killed in the region in recent 
years and swathes of the region 
are inaccessible. The military is 
deployed to tackle the insecurity, 
but the conflict shows little sign 
of ending.

The extra revenues from 
gold could be a lifeline as the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
resulting global oil price crash 
cut off much of the state’s 
income.

Buhari said the country has 
lost a total of $3 billion from 
2012 to 2018 because of illegal 
gold mining.

In February, Nigeria licensed 
two gold refineries mainly to 
produce gold for the central bank 
to hold in its reserves but also 
for export. The bank received 
its first locally-produced gold 
bar on Thursday.

Nigeria has largely untapped 
deposits of 44 minerals including 
gold, iron ore, coal, tin, and zinc, 
in more than 500 locations, but 
mining makes up just 0.3% of 
the economy.( Reuters.)

OPEN SPACE

OUTDOOR L IVING

TWO AND THREE BEDROOMS

AFFORDABLE PRICES

QUALITY PRODUCTS

Beautiful  single-family home.

Modern accommodation in a highly

sought after neighbourhood  of

Palapye Extension 7. 

F O R  E N Q U I R I E S  C O N T A C T :  L I M B O  A T  4 9 2 1 0 7 5  K B A G A I @ B H C . B W

O R  I N F O @ B H C . B W

A  M I X T U R E  O F  1 0 7  L O W ,  M E D I U M  A N D

H I G H  C O S T  H O U S E S  U N D E R

C O N T R U C T I O N  I N  E X T E N S I O N  7  P A L A P Y E ,

A L O N G  T H E  B E U T I F U L  A 1  H I G H W A Y  

COMING

SOON 

PROPERTY SIZES RANGE FROM 58 SQM TO 120

SQM PLINTH AREA, PRICES TO BE ADVISED

SOON.

R E AL T Y  E L I T E

P A L A P Y E  I S  F A S T  G R O W I N G  I N T O  A

M A G N I F I C E N T  T O W N . . .

DON ' T  BE  L EFT  OUT ,  WATCH  OUT  FOR  THE  UPCOMI NG 1 07   

BHC HOUSES  I N  PAL APYE  AND  BUY  ONE  FOR  YOURSEL F

Nigeria hopes 
gold mining 
reforms can bring 
in $500 million a 
year

‘‘Thousands of people 
have been killed in the 
region in recent years 
and swathes of the 
region are inaccessible. 
The military is 
deployed to tackle 
the insecurity, but the 
conflict shows little 
sign of ending.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has 
triggered severe economic 
contraction in many nations. 
Government interventions to 
slow the health impact of the 
virus including lockdowns, 
social distancing have hindered 
business growth in different 
sectors of the economy. The 
slowdown in some areas of the 
economy has unleashed the 
potential for entrepreneurs 

to start businesses driven by 
innovations.

Innovation in business involves 
launching new ideas, products 
and services. This can also be 
the modification of existing 
business models and adapting to 
changes to achieve better results. 
Covid-19 has disrupted customer 
behaviour and businesses need 
to adapt or face being overtaken 
by new entrants looking to 

capitalise on the opportunity.
Small and Medium sized 

Enterprises (SMEs) are key 
drivers of most economies in the 
world. SMEs account for about 
half of global gross domestic 
product (GDP) and employs over 
40% of the workforce in a nation. 
Comprehensive research of the 
marketplace must be performed 
before starting a business. The 
sector identified should already 

be lucrative with high growth 
potential. Large corporations 
stated small as SMEs and grew, 
highlighting the potential of 
start-up businesses to succeed.

There are various advantages 
to starting a business during 
these challenging times: 

Low Interest rates: economies 
are operating under low interest 
rate environments due to 
government monetary policy 

interventions such as reducing 
lending rates to encourage 
spending. This means for those 
starting a business with loan 
capital and other borrowings, 
they stand to benefit from low 
interest rates. Loans and other 
credit facilities now cost less, 
improving the business profit 
margins.

Low input costs: due the 
slowdown in the economy, 
suppliers and manufacturers 
are more accommodating in their 
agreements with buyers. New 
businesses have the bargaining 
power to negotiate longer term 
payment deals that will remain 
once the economy begins to 
recover. Landlords looking to fill 
vacant properties will be open 
to accepting reduced rentals. 
Equipment in good condition 
are accessible as some businesses 
sell off inventory.

Low human capital cost:  
opening a business and hiring 
employees during an economic 
slowdown increases access to 
top talent. Many highly skilled 
workers will be on the market 
looking for new jobs. Previously 
unattainable highly skilled 
recruits are now available. 

Opportunities for businesses 
continue in the current volatile 
economic environment created 
by COVID -19. Entrepreneurs 
with an innovative business 
solutions stand to benefit as 
they bring new and improved 
products and services to market.

 

Africa accounts for 20 percent 
of the youth in the world at 
the same time it remains the 
poorest continent in the world. 
This conundrum reflects the 
unprecedented challenge African 
governments face in providing 
economic opportunities for 
wealth building and financial 
independence for the youth. 
The youth of today must carve 
out financial milestones in 
their quest towards economic 

empowerment at the earliest 
opportunity. 

The provision of education 
to combat poverty in Africa 
has made huge progress with 
the literacy rate rising to an 
average of 70% from lows of 
49% thirty years ago. However, 
this has increased competition 
for the best job opportunities, 
and individuals with advanced 
educational achievements are 
afforded the best paying jobs that 

lead to economic empowerment. 
Africa has nearly 420 million 
youth aged 15-35, of which 
one-third are unemployed. 
The unemployment rate among 
the youth is almost double the 
unemployment rate of adults. 
Each year, over 10 to 12 million 
youth enter the workforce with 
only 3.1 million jobs created, 
leaving vast numbers of youth 
unemployed or underemployed.

Financial education or lack 

thereof poses a risk to achieving 
economic success. There is 
strong correlation between 
financial literacy among 
youth and its contribution to 
entrepreneurship skills and 
economic activity. 

There are financial milestones 
that need to be achieved for 
success:

Economically Valued Skills set
Skills strongly influence where 

people work and how much they 

earn. The exchange of skills for 
financial benefit is the first step 
towards unlocking financial 
potential. 

Financial habits 
The ability to earn money 

comes with financial decisions 
on what to do with the money. 
Opening a bank account, starting 
a savings and investment plan 
will become the foundation for 
economic advancement. 

Asset growth 
With a bank account you have 

access to financial products that 
support the accumulation of 
wealth. With the right credit 
history individuals can acquire 
a range of assets from personal 
to investment assets. 

Financial Independence
Financial discipline will lead 

to financial independence. 
Financial  independence 
translates to generational 
planning, wealth transfer and 
economic empowerment of 
others.

By 2030, it is projected that 
the number of youths in Africa 
will have increased by 42 per 
cent. The rise in number of 
youths will require intentional 
efforts by governments to 
facilitate an environment to 
that enable’s inclusive economic 
empowerment. The youth will 
face immense competition to 
conquer the financial milestones 
required to achieve success. 

Innovation during COVID-19 - 
Starting a business

Youth Economic Empowerment in 
Africa: Financial milestones 
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Limkokwing University 
continuously plays a critical 
role in the knowledge based 
economy by being a conduit 
for developing and facilitating 
integration into the wider social 
and innovation system to the 
growth and development of the 

economy of Botswana.

In its continued efforts to 
providing quality education 
and positioning itself as the 
number one market leader in 
the creative and innovative 
driven industry within the 

tertiary education in Botswana, 
Limkokwing University of 
Creative Technology announced 
that for the 2020 September New 
Intake the University will be 
offering 50% Scholarships for 
1st year self-sponsored students.

 

Speaking to  the  Echo 
Newspaper; Associate Director 
Registry; Ms. Beenzu Kapapa 
stated that Limkokwing is 
committed to increasing access 
to tertiary for the youth of 
this country and as a result 
the Founder President Tan Sri 

Limkokwing found it fitting to 
give out scholarships to selected 
groups of potential students who 
were unable to get government 
sponsorships. Limkokwing 
University has in past given 
scholarships worth millions to 
people living with disabilities, 
the creative industry and the 
media fraternity. 

Limkokwing Finance manager, 
Ms. Lenah Kelepile added that the 
50% scholarships as well as the 
flexible payment structure they 
have in place are the University’s 
efforts of encouraging Batswana 
and individual private sponsors 
to pay for the education of their 
children at tertiary level. She 
further highlighted that while 
the 50% scholarship will be 
given to first year qualifying 
students were unable to get 
government sponsorship and 
30% discount will be given to 
all self-sponsored students who 
pay for annual tuition fees or 
full studies fees upfront.

The university continues to 
offer innovative programmes 
that shape careers of the future 
and create the most unique 
environment that fulfils 
the creative needs of young 
people. An environment that 
is professionally equipped for 
the 21st century learning where 
government, industry and 
academia collaborate to focus and 
empower the next generation 
of creative thinkers through 
creativity and innovation.

Limkokwing Announces 50% Sponsorships 
For  Self Sponsored Students

Zimbabwean police have 
issued a warrant against the 
largest mobile phone operator 

Econet Wireless to hand over 
a list of its mobile money 
transactions and subscribers 

because authorities suspect 
it of involvement in money 
laundering, according to the 

warrant.
P r e s i d e n t  E m m e r s o n 

Mnangagwa’s government 
has already suspended some 

of Econet’s mobile money 
transactions. Authorities last 
month also halted all trade 
on the local stock exchange.

In the search warrant issued 
on Friday night and seen by 
Reuters, police accused Econet 
of creating fictitious mobile 
money and converting it to 

cash to facilitate purchasing 
foreign currency on the black 

market and taking the money 
out of Zimbabwe.

The central bank has made 
similar accusations before, 
which Econet has denied.

A senior Econet official, who 
declined to be named because 
he is not authorised to speak to 
the media, said the government 
Econet would challenge the 
move in court.

A spokesman for the company 
said he could not immediately 
comment.

The police ordered Econet to 
provide a list of all subscribers, 
mobile money transactions and 
financial statements covering 
Jan. 2 to June 30 this year “for 
the purporse of investigating 
or detecting a case of money 
laundering.”

Police spokesman Andrew 
Phiri declined to comment.

Zimbabwe has alarmed 
investors with its decision to 
suspend the stock exchange.

Mnangagwa’s ruling ZANU-PF 
party has asked the government 
to de-list Old Mutual’s local 
unit from the Zimbabwe stock 
exchange, accusing it of fanning 
the foreign currency black 
market.

The Zimbabwe dollar, which 
was brought back last year 
without any foreign or gold 
reserves, is in freefall, fuelling 
inflation to more than 700%.

( Reuters.)

Zimbabwe accuses mobile phone 
operator Econet of money laundering

‘‘Police spokesman 
Andrew Phiri declined 
to comment.
Zimbabwe has alarmed 
investors with its 
decision to suspend the 
stock exchange.
Mnangagwa’s ruling 
ZANU-PF party has 
asked the government 
to de-list Old Mutual’s 
local unit from the 
Zimbabwe stock 
exchange, accusing it 
of fanning the foreign 
currency black market.
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Zimbabwe’s economy is 
expected to shrink by 4.5% this 
year owing to the fallout from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and a 
brutal climate change-related 
drought, the finance minister 
said on Thursday.

The crucial mining sector 
will contract by 4%, Finance 
Minister Mthuli Ncube added 
in a mid-term budget speech, 
although he projected that GDP 
would rebound to 7.4% growth 
in 2021.

Ncube added that inflation was 
expected to gradually decline to 
300% by December, compared 
with 737.36% currently.

Zimbabwe’s economy was in 
a mess even before COVID-19 
struck, with rampant inflation, 

chronic shortages of food, 
foreign currency and medicines, 
all worsened by a drought that 
scorched crops.

“With regards to the domestic 
economy, the impact of the 
pandemic is ... lower commodity 

demand and... prices, reduced 
tourist arrivals due to travel 
restrictions ... currency 
volatility, high inflation,” Ncube 
told parliament.

Exports, however, seemed 
to remain resilient, despite the 
COVID-19 shock, declining only 
slightly to $1.53 billion in first 
five months of this year against 
$1.56 billion in the same period 
of last year.

A s  i s  o f t e n  t h e  c a s e , 
Zimbabwe’s economic crisis 
risks spurring renewed social 
unrest. The opposition is 
planning street protests on 
July 31 to demonstrate against 
government corruption and its 
handling of the economy.

T h e  Z i m b a bwe  d ol l a r 
currency, which was re-
introduced last year unbacked 
by any foreign or gold reserves, 
has plummeted, eroding wages 
and triggering memories of the 
2008 hyperinflation in 2008 
-- which wiped out savings 
and forced the government to 
abandon its previous currency.

Public sector unions want U.S. 
dollar pay, but the government 
says that is impossible, offering 
a 50% pay rise that unions have 
rejected. Reuters.

Finance officials from the 
Group of 20 major economies 
have vowed to continue using 
“all available policy tools” to 
fight the coronavirus pandemic 
and bolster the global economy, 
warning that the outlook 
remains highly uncertain.

G20 f inance ministers 
and central bankers, in a 
communique issued after a 
virtual meeting on Saturday, 

said the global economy would 
recover as economies gradually 
reopen, but said further actions 
were needed to ensure growth.

“We are determined to 
continue to use all available 
policy tools to safeguard people’s 
lives, jobs and incomes, support 
global economic recovery, 
and enhance the resilience of 
the financial system, while 
safeguarding against downside 

risks,” they said in statement 
after the meeting ended.

COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the virus, has infected more 
than 14.14 million people and 
killed 596,576 . The United States, 
the world’s largest economy, 
tops the list of deaths.

Sweeping shutdowns aimed at 
halting the spread of the disease 
have caused massive disruption 
to the global economy, and 

are hitting the world’s poorest 
countries hardest.

G20 finance officials said 42 of 
the world’s 73 poorest countries 
had requested a freeze in official 
bilateral debt payments through 
the end of the year, amounting 
to about $5.3 billion in deferred 
payments.

Reflecting concerns raised 
by the World Bank that China, 
a G20 member and the largest 

creditor to developing countries, 
was not participating fully, the 
officials urged all official bilateral 
creditors to implement the Debt 
Service Suspension Initiative 
(DSSI) fully and transparently.

T h e y  a l s o  “ s t r o n g l y 
encouraged” private creditors 
to participate on comparable 
terms, and said they would 
consider extending the debt 
standstill in the second half 
of 2020.

Private creditors had not 
received any formal requests 
from countries for debt service 
suspension under the G20 
initiative, the Institute for 
International Finance (IIF) 
said on Wednesday, ahead of 
Saturday’s meeting.

“We encourage the private 
sector investors to participate 
in this, but we need to be very 
careful not to interfere on private 
agreements,” Saudi Finance 
Minister Mohammed al-Jadaan 
said in a press conference at the 
end of the meeting.

Saudi Arabia is the current 
G20 chair.

The officials also reaffirmed 
their commitment to resolving 
differences over how to tax 
digital services and reaching a 
broad, consensus-based solution 
this year.

They said they expected to 
see proposals on international 
tax reform by October, when 
they meet again.

“Fair taxation of international 
companies and large digital 
groups is more urgent than 
ever,” German Finance Minister 
Olaf Scholz said after the 
meeting. 

(Reuters.)

Zimbabwe economy to shrink by 
4.5% this year on COVID-19, drought

G20 officials pledge to keep 
cooperating to bolster global economy
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COVID-19 infections are rising 
sharply in South Africa – and 
Latin America. This is fitting: 
South Africa resembles the 
countries of South America 
more than those of its home 
continent.

It has become common to 
point out that COVID-19 has 
highlighted South Africa’s 
inequalities. It is less common, 
but just as important, to 
recognise that inequality shapes 
how the country is governed, 
ensuring that, while South 
Africa is located in Africa, those 
who govern it may be closer 
to their counterparts in Latin 
America.

The first reason South Africa 
has been unable to stem the 
tide of infections is that its 
strategy always assumed a severe 
epidemic was inevitable. It is 
hard to fight anything if you 
assume you are bound to lose. 
This followed advice from South 
Africa’s medical scientists, 
almost all of whom embrace 
this view despite the fact that 
scientists in other parts of the 
world have helped to prevent 
great damage.

Why is this? Possibly because 
their points of comparison on 
the pandemic were not Asia 
and parts of Africa where 
infections were curbed, but 
the rich countries of the 
global North, many of which 
were overwhelmed. They also 
probably assumed that while 
some countries might be able 
to prevent a severe outbreak, 
South Africa could not.

If so, this would reveal a 
common way of thinking in 
South Africa: the belief that the 
country must compare itself 
to the rich countries of the 
North – but that it will never 

match up.

Capacity problems
This pessimism is born of 

the view that South Africa’s 
government has very limited 
capacity. The failure to curb 
COVID-19 does show glaring 
capacity gaps. But the problem 
is not, as critics usually assume, 
a lack of technical know-how. 
It is, rather, a particular view 
of the world and the difficult 
relationship between those 
who govern and the governed.

Despite appearing to give up 
before the fight began, South 
Africa could have contained 
COVID-19 had it done what 
its government said it would 
do: create an effective testing 
and tracing programme which 
would identify people with 
the virus, trace their contacts 
and isolate them if they were 
infected.

The government likes to boast 
about the large number of tests 
its many community health 
workers have conducted. It talks 
much less about why testing 
has not stemmed the virus: 
a bottleneck at the National 
Health Laboratory Service, 
which supports provincial and 
national government health 
departments.

In May, doctors complained 
that it took on average a week 
to receive COVID-19 test results 
for outpatients and three to four 
days for patients in hospitals. 
Other doctors reported cases 
in which it took weeks to 
receive results. At the end of 
May, Gauteng, the country’s 
economic hub, was waiting 
for test results for over 20,000 
people.

Testing can contain COVID-19 
only if results are received 

speedily so that the contacts 
of infected people can be traced. 
The laboratory backlog meant 
that testing and tracing could 
not work no matter how many 
tests were conducted and how 
many health workers were 
hired.

This seems to be an obvious 
technical failure. Some test 
results were, according to 
doctors, lost, which seems to 
show that the lab was simply 
not up to the task. But the 
real problem may be that the 
government put far too much 
faith in a high-tech laboratory 
which was, because too much 
was expected of it, simply 
overwhelmed (hence the lost 
results).

By contrast, Senegal, a far 
poorer country, knowing that 
it had no laboratory service that 
could have coped, developed 
a test which cost only $1 and 
produced results very quickly.

South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa.

So, South Africa believed it 
had capacity which it lacked. It 
also assumed that a laboratory 
which operated like those in rich 
countries was the most effective 
way to test for COVID-19. And 
so, unlike Senegal, it failed to 
come up with a solution fitted 
to its needs. Again, the desire 
to be like the North made it 
impossible to contain the virus.

Elitist approach
The second problem is that the 

behaviours which are needed 
to stem COVID-19 are very 
difficult for most South Africans 
– those who live in the formerly 
blacks-only urban townships 
and in shack settlements. 
Overcrowding makes physical 
distancing very hard, clean 

water may not be available for 
hand washing and people are 
forced to travel in full minibus 
taxis.

The government could have 
overcome these problems if it 
had chosen to work with people 
in these areas to find ways to 
protect themselves. But it did 
not try – it relied on instructing 
people to do things they clearly 
could not do.

To South Africa’s elite, of 
which the government is now 
a part, people in low-income 
townships lack sophistication 
and maturity: poverty is 
confused with inability. And 
so there is no point in working 
with them.

The problem here is the 
government’s lack of political 
capacity, its inability to form a 
relationship with voters which 
would enable them to work 
together against a common 
threat.

Why is South Africa governed 
this way? Unlike other sub-
Saharan African countries and 
like several Latin American 
countries, South Africa is 
both “First World” and “Third 
World”. A significant section of 

its people lives like, and measure 
themselves by the standards of, 
the affluent in North America 
and Western Europe.

This is why it has facilities 
other African countries lack 
and why it insists on relying 
on them.

People who live in “First 
World” conditions also find it 
much easier to lobby politicians. 
That is why the government’s 
claim that it would be guided 
only by the science of COVID-19 
collapsed as lobby groups 
persuaded it to open activities 
which allowed the virus to 
spread.

But most people live in the 
same conditions as the poor 
of the “Third World”. Facilities 
designed for the “First World” 
one-third of the population 
cannot meet the needs of the 
other two-thirds. The elite’s 
deep admiration for the “First 
World” ensures that the 
government always wants to 
rely on what works only for the 
one-third because only this is 
“respectable”.

The issue is not that many 
South Africans are wealthy 
and live well – so do elites in 
other African countries. It is 
that the country is divided into 
two worlds. An entire economy 
and social system serves one-
third of the people and excludes 
the rest from its benefits. This 
shapes attitudes as well as who 
gets what. The government may 
be elected by people outside 
the charmed circle but it is a 
product of it, hence its response 
to COVID-19.

Exceptionalism
Another consequence, 

common to South Africa and 
much of Latin America, is 
that those who live in “First 
World” conditions tend to see 
those who don’t as people who 
have not attained their exalted 
standards: they must be told 
what to do and controlled if they 
do not listen. Working with the 
majority to fight the virus isn’t 
possible when they are seen as 
“backward” embarrassments.

Many South Africans like to 
think the country is unique in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Its contrasts 
of wealth and poverty certainly 
are one of a kind. Its response 
to COVID-19 shows how much 
this prevents the government 
from doing what it needs to do.

South Africa is failing on COVID-19 because 
its leaders want to emulate the First World
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Echo speaks  to  Botho 
Chalebgwa about, one of 
Botswana’s influential fashion 
designers  about  Botocy 
Creations, insights she has 
learned, challenges of operating 
during Covid 19 and what words 
of encouragement she has for 
industry newcomers. Botho 
Chalebgwa has also served on the 
Botswana Textiles Association 
since its inception.

How did you get started in 
the Fashion Industry?

Botocy was established in 
2011 officially in a showcase 
at Gaborone Fashion Night. 
The company that houses the 
brand was established in 2017. 
We took our time to build a 
clientele and streamline the 
vision of the brand and what 
it stands for.

What inspires the brand?
Our designs are inspired by 

the inspirational and focused 
Motswana woman as Thari ya 
sechaba. Our tagline is “inspired 
to inspire”. 

We attract the established 
woman and those in the process 
of establishing themselves. 
We have had ministers, CEOs 
and young up and comers as 
clientele.

How would you define 

fashion? 
Fashion for us at Botocy 

is expression. Fashion is a 
subconscious decision for 
some, though for many it’s a 
conscious decision. Throughout 
history fashion has always been 
somewhat political, an indicator 
of what’s happening in a society 
and economy. Individually 
fashion expresses self, yet 
collectively it can be seen as 
social commentary.

How have you managed 
to adjust to this new normal 
where we are living with 
Covid 19?

Batswana designers are 
accustomed to working around 
corporate and lifestyle events. 
With fewer events comes less 
demand.  

Collaboration with other 
creative artists to enhance social 
media is essential. 

Fashion changes have slowed; 
niche markets are the new trend. 
Online we demonstrate the 
best version of our design. 
Covid 19 encourages evolving 
towards the pursuit of fashion 
as a commercial exercise to 
make profits rather than for 
it’s own sake.

What’s the main target 
audience for your brand?

We prefer a clean, chic and 

minimalist look. We understand 
ourselves as a brand and find that 
our clients tend to understand us 
as we design according to what 
we stand for. Career oriented 
and purpose driven individuals 
find themselves attracted to 
Botocy in one way or another.

Do you believe Botswana 
has the ability to establish 
itself as a major fashion 
capital in Africa?

Botswana can be a fashion 
capital. Botswana is a premiere 
destination for luxury. If we 
focus on positioning our fashion 
goods as luxury brands we would 
be able to blend fashion and 
tourism. We possess a lot of 
untold stories. As Batswana 
designers we often look 
outwards yet people will be 
curious about what they have 
not seen before. 

What advice would you 
give to young people who 
want to pursue a similar 
career path?

Study fashion design. If you 
cannot, look at the content on 
YouTube or apprentice with a 
designer via internship. Some 
rush into the industry too 
quickly without having learned 
what to avoid. Botswana has 
a limited population with the 
income bracket that is most 

desirable target. 
Expand beyond to Africa 

and the world. Fashion is a 
marathon not a sprint. Build 
legacy brands for niche 
markets. I am proud of the 
emerging fashion designers 
that I have seen for the passion 
they possess and concepts. 

How important has social 
media been for brand 
awareness?

Now more than ever before 
social media is an important 
vehicle to use. We have 
succeeded through word of 
mouth. The pandemic is our 
opportunity to explore social 
media more. Image design 
and presentation must be 
impeccable to make a mark 
and remain sustainable.  

Where would you like 
Botocy Creations to be in 
the future?

We push ourselves to 
establish Botocy as a fully-
fledged, techno savvy fashion 
business with brands under it. 
We have Botocy Bridal Couture 
for bridal wear and a corporate 
brand.  We work towards 
having menswear and position 
ourselves to be a premiere 
fashions solutions companies 
not just in Botswana but also 
in Africa.

Botocy Creations – Botocy Creations – 
Inspired to inspireInspired to inspire
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Most of Botswana’s tourism is 
designated towards the north.  
In order to geographically 
redistribute tourism, the 
government has designated 
areas within the Central Kalahari 
Game Reserve towards lodges.

Inception of the Game 
Reserve

The CKGR was established 
b e f o r e  B o t s w a n a ’ s 
independence, in1961, to be a 
sanctuary for the San peoples, 
who are among Botswana’s 
oldest inhabitants. The San 
required space to live free from 
intrusion. It is a little known fact 
that the central game reserve 
is so large (over 50,000 square 
kilometers) that the southern 
part of it is mostly unexplored 
territory, some of it inaccessible. 
It is an area of mostly pure 
unadulterated nature, free from 

human civilization.

Deception Valley
One of the most visited areas 

of the CKGR is deception valley 
so named for the mirage that 
makes the blue-clay pan appear 
as though it’s filled with water, 
an effect most apparent from 
the air, capable of deceiving 
even the most experienced of air 
pilots. Deception valley is ideal 
for camping safaris as there is a 
large population of herbivores 
in the area. In deception valley 
there is a revered private lodge 
named deception valley lodge 
which may be worth a visit 
should it occur to you to visit 
the area.

Conservation
Conservation of wildlife is a 

critical mandate of the game 
reserve. It has emerged since 

2015 that the San are not allowed 
to hunt there yet some private 
game reserves provide hunting 

opportunities for tourists. As 
the game reserve is remote, the 
most remote in southern Africa 

to be exact, animal populations 
have largely been unaffected 
by human civilization and can 
hence thrive. Populations of the 
brown hyena have been able to 
grow. In Africa lion populations 
have dwindled over the past 
decade and the CKGR serves 
as an essential habitat for the 
lion population.

Calling the CKGR home
The CKGR is a large part of 

Botswana and it should be noted 
that the San have inhabited the 
area for thousands of years, 
making a place that would 
seem hostile towards humans 
their home. Tourism is vastly 
important to Botswana socio-
economically, yet this tourism 
impacts the San and their 
involvement in the industry 
is crucial. The San have been 
relocated before from certain 
areas. Whether or not this is 
right is no doubt a debate that 
will rage on in years to come. 
This story is part of a much larger 
global story of the resettlement 
of indigenous peoples that has 
occurred in places such as North 
America with Native Americans 
and the Aboriginals of Australia.

Travel13

Central Kalahari Game Reserve Central Kalahari Game Reserve 
– – Sands as far as the eye can seeSands as far as the eye can see

It’s no secret that lions are 
fantastic creatures that have 
captured the imaginations of 
humans from time immemorial. 

Olivia Prentzel writing for 
National Geographic states that 
“For every lion in the wild, 
there are 14 African elephants, 

15 Western lowland gorillas. 
There are more rhinos than 
lions, too.”

From this statement it is 
apparent that more needs to 
be done. As is now lions are 
designated “vulnerable”. It’s 
enormously important for 
African tourism that we preserve 
these creatures and find a way 
to increase their populations. 
Lions are a dominant apex 
predator keeping the population 
of herbivores in check. If 
populations of herbivores 
reach astronomical levels then 
food resources dwindle and 
herbivores are forced to graze 
in human lands contributing to 
human-wildlife conflict.

It’s hard to imagine a predator 
more dangerous than a lion and 
yet there is and this predator is a 
human. In the past the lion was 
the grand prize for any serious 
hunter. Hunting restrictions 
now are far more prevalent 
than during the colonial era 
yet still the population of lions 
is threatened. Let’s dwell for 
a minute on the other side of 

this coin. If you are a farmer 
and lions have ravaged your 
herd, your first reaction might 
be to reach for your highest 
caliber rifle and head out in 
pursuit of the culprit pride. A 
lot of the time lions are killed 
in retribution for killing cattle. 
Conservationists do need to 
take this into account because 
it’s important. 

The issue of human-lion 
conflict is why education is 
such an important matter. The 
threat of overgrazed fields as a 
result of herbivore populations 
running rampant should loom 
large. Yes the harm lions can 
cause is visible when you are 
presented with your livestock 
ravaged and we humans are far 
more awake to the clear and 
present danger than dangers 
that loom in the future, yet 
we must act to prevent the 
destruction of the ecosystem 
by keeping the population of 
lions growing strong.

Lion Conservation – The 
End of the Roar?
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AFRICAN
SPORTS BRIEFS

Sierra Leone calls 
off season due to 
COVID-19

Sierra Leone’s top flight 
has been cancelled due 
to the novel Coronavirus 
outbreak, the Sierra Leone 
Football Association (SLFA) 
has confirmed.

The decision to annul the 
2019/2020 football season was 
unanimously taken by the 
Premier League Board (PLB) 
in consultation with the SLFA at 
a meeting held on Wednesday 
(15 July 2020) in Freetown, 
with representatives of all 14 
Premier League clubs. 

The meeting resolved to 
cancel the entire season with 
no champions declared, and 
with the same teams for next 
season.

The league was suspended 
last March following a directive 
from the Government Health 
Agencies after the outbreak of 
COVID-19.

Zambian League 
resumes July 18

The Football Association of 
Zambia (FAZ) has confirmed 
that the restart of the2019/2020 
season will run from July 18 and 
end on September 16 behind 
closed-doors.

The FAZ Super Division has 
been on pause since mid-March 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
lockdown. At the time, 25 
games had been played, with 
nine match days remaining.

But the campaign will 
resume with outstanding 
games involving seven-time 
Zambia champions Zanaco 
who have four outstanding 
games from July  18  to 
July 29, as a result of their 
participation in the 2019/20 
Total CAF Confederation Cup 
engagements where they made 
their quarterfinal debut.

Buildcon too will be in action 
during the July window in order 
to complete two rescheduled 
fixtures before normal service 
of round 26 games kicks off 
on August 1 and will run until 
August 30.

Forest Rangers currently 
lead the top-flight log by one 
point as they chase their debut 
league title.

Napsa Stars are second on 46 
points, while Green Eagles and 
Nkana are third and fourth on 
44 and 43 points respectively.

Defending champions Zesco 
United sit at number five on 42 
points with a match in hand. 

Meanwhile, the league 
campaign will make way for 
cup competition thereafter 
when the 2020 ABSA Cup will 
run from September 8 starting 
with pre-quarterfinal matches 
until the final on September 
16. Cafonline.

14 Sports
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The return of the Zambian Super 
League on Saturday has been 
put on hold after leaders Forest 
Rangers revealed that 28 players 
and staff had tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Rangers said on Saturday 
morning, hours before the 
scheduled re-start of the 
2019-20 campaign, that they 
had 28 positive tests out of 58 
conducted at the club ahead of 
their clash with Zanaco in Ndola.

Seventeen of the positive cases 
are players, this despite a club 

social media post on Tuesday, 
which has since been edited, 
that said all tests had come 
back negative.

Club spokesperson Christina 
Zulu said the social media post 
related only to the 30 negative 
cases, and that all 28 positive 
cases were revealed to the team 
later.

“There were two lots of tests 
done,” Zulu told Reuters by 
telephone. “I cannot comment 
on how the results were received, 
but earlier in the week all the 

results we had were negative.
“But we are ready to play, 

our game with Zanaco will go 
ahead as scheduled. That is our 
understanding.”

But just minutes before the 
match was due to kick off, the 
Football Association of Zambia 
(FAZ) announced that the fixture 
would be postponed on the 
advice of the Ndola Public Health 
Office.

FAZ was caught unawares by 
reports of the positive cases at 
Rangers, saying the country’s 

Ministry of Health had revealed 
nothing to them.

Zambia’s sports ministry had 
also stated that the league must 
resume as planned on Saturday, 
but instead it looks as though 
Sunday’s two matches at the 
same venue will be the official 
re-start.

There are 10 rounds remaining 
in the Super League season with 
six points separating leaders 
Rangers and Lusaka Dynamos in 
sixth in a congested top section 
of the table.         (Reuters.)

FIRST AND FINAL LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT

Master’s Reference ESHLB-000127-11

 

RAHIM KHAN AND COMPANY, O�ce No.1, 
Plot 50362, Showgrounds O�ce Park,
P.O. Box 1884, GABORONE,
TEL: 8188988 / 3188989

IN THE ESTATE of the late ESTATE LATE HENDRICK JOHANNES HERBST who died at 
LEPHALALE, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA on the 17th day of July 2011

THE FIRST AND FINAL LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT in the Estate will lie open for 
inspection at the o�ces of the Master of the High Court at Gaborone for a period of twenty-one (21) 
days from the date of publication hereof.

Any objection to the Estate Account may be lodged with the Master within the twenty-one (21) 
days stated above.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE 16TH DAY OF JULY 2020

Application for certi�ed copy of  Memorandum of Agreement of Grant of Lease 

 

SEROLE & PARTNERS,
 Plot 54513, Unit 1, 

The Courtyard, P.O. Box 1679 ABG,
 Sebele, Gaborone

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that the undersigned intends applying for certi�ed copy of 
Memorandum of Agreement of Lease No. TL 882/2009 dated 11th day of December  
2009 passed in favour of Payment Tshambani in respect of the following:

CERTAIN : piece of land being Tribal Lot 2096, Mmopane

SITUATE : in the Bakwena Tribal Territory

MEASURING: 1037 m2 (One Thousand and Thirty Seven Square Metres) 

All persons having objection to the issue of such copy are hereby required to lodge their 
Objections in writing with the Registrar of Deeds for Botswana, Private Bag 0020, Gaborone
within three (3) weeks of the date of the second publication of this notice.

DATED at Gaborone this 7th day of  July, 2020

No Zambian league resumption after 
positive COVID-19 tests
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A team of experts led by CAF 
Head of Safety and Security, 
Dr Christian Emeruwa, took 
part in the United Nations (UN) 
Office of Counter-Terrorism’s 
International Experts Group 
virtual meeting held on 
Wednesday, 15 July 2020, to 
discuss the impact of COVID-19 

on the security of major sporting 
events.

T h e  o n e - d ay  m e e t i n g 
organised within the framework 
of the of the UN Global 
Programme on Security of 
major sporting events, and 
promotion of sports and its 
values as a tool to prevent violent 

extremism analysed the effect 
of the novel Coronavirus on 
sporting events of international 
interest or dimension including 
from a terrorism prevention 
perspective.

The objectives of the session 
organised in partnership with 
United Nations Interregional 

Crime and Justice Research 
Institute (UNICRI), United 
Nations Alliance of Civilizations 
(UNAOC) and International 
Centre for Sports Security (ICSS) 
include;

Help shape the UN Global 
Guide on the Security of Major 
Sporting Events, Promoting 
Sustainable Security & Legacies 
to be finalized during the 
summer as part of the UN 
Global Programme to serve as 
a core reference for technical 
assistance related to the security 
planning of major sporting 
events

Pa t h  t h e  way  fo r  t h e 
implementation of activities, 
from conferences to capacity 
building, aimed at enhancing 
global understanding on how 
COVID-19 is impacting the 
security of major sporting events 
and identifying ways to optimise 
the use of available resources.

Identi fy  possible  new 
vulnerabilities of major sporting 
events from a security and 
counter-terrorism perspective 
but also new opportunities 
in the framework of the new 

international scenario generated 
by COVID-19.  

According to Dr Emeruwa, 
CAF was provided with an 
opportunity to share the 
outcome of “our recently 
organized safety and security 
COVID-19 review meeting that 
was held on 2 July 2020”.

 H e  m a d e  a  d e t a i l e d 
presentation highlighting the 
need for integrated Safety, 
Security, and Health protocols 
for football organization and 
resumption in Africa.

CAF Safety and Security 
Officers and National Safety 
and Security Officers of the 
affiliated Member Associations 
were among the 300 participants 
in the one-day meeting which 
also had representatives from 
the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC), Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games, INTERPOL, World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
Council of Europe and CARICOM 
Implementation Agency for 
Crime and Security (IMPACS). 

 (Cafonline.)

Sisters Tabitha and Temwa 
Chawinga are leading Malawian 
women’s football from the front 
- literally.

The two have been the shining 
light for the game and showed 
their prowess with the national 
team and now for the first time, 
they will be foes on the pitch 
when they play for two different 
teams in the Chinese Women’s 
Super League.

Tabitha, the elder of the two 
Chawingas was influential in 
Temwa’s move to Wuhan FC, 
though she is yet to make her 
debut due to the stoppages 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Tabitha is the destroyer-in-
chief while the younger Temwa 
is the creator. Their rise from 
the dusty fields of rural Malawi 
to the pinnacle of women’s 
football and now starring in 
China is a remarkable story.

The two sisters started playing 
together at the DD Sunshine 

Academy in Lilongwe, where 
their football skills were honed.

But football for them was 
a seed sowed from an early 
age in their home district of 
Rumphi where they would 
sometimes play in men’s teams 
because of the unavailability of 
exclusively women teams in 
the neighbourhood at the time.

It was tough especially in their 
place of birth where there was 
a lot of stereotype for women 
playing the male dominated 
sport.

“Sometimes, I would perform 
so well that some boys would 
dispute my gender. It was 
embarrassing at times. I have had 
to surmount lots of challenges 
and there was nothing I could 
do about it,” Tabitha said.

The duo found their big break 
when they were signed by local 
side, DD Sunshine, who were on 
a scouting mission in Rumphi, 
over 400-kilometres away from 
the capital, Lilongwe. The dream 

partnership flourished at the 
club and ultimately swung into 
the national team.

The sisters played together in 
the Malawi national women’s 
team at the regional COSAFA 
Women’s Championship held 
in Zimbabwe, in 2017, where 
Malawi exited from the group 
stages.

Since then, they have not 
looked back.

Tabitha, currently turning 
out for Chinese side, Jiangsu 
Suning is the leading scorer for 
the She-Flames with 20 goals 
thus far across all competitions 
while Temwa has 10 goals in as 
many matches.

The two worked their way 
up from Lilongwe-based DD 
Sunshine and Tabitha, the third 
in a family of five earned her 
breakthrough in 2014, becoming 
the first Malawian woman to 
play in Europe after signing for 
Swedish third-tier side Krokom 
Dvärsätts.

One of her teammates at DD 
Sunshine, an American who also 
doubled working with a Non-
Governmental Organization in 
Malawi, recommended Tabitha 
to officials of Krokom Dvärsätts 
upon her relocation to Sweden.

“It wasn’t easy especially 
during my first few days. The 
weather was strange and the 
culture was also different. 
But I managed to settle down, 
acclimatize and get down to 
work because I knew why I 
was there,” Tabitha explains.

She missed five games as she 
waited to turn 18, but that did 
not deter her as she went on 
to score a massive 39 goals in 
14 games.

Her star continued to rise in 
Sweden and she made a step 
up signing for second-tier 
Kvarnsveden, helping them 
to earn promotion to the elite 
division with another hot 
scoring form that saw her hit 
43 goals.

Injuries slowed down her 
maiden top flight experience, 
but she still managed to score 
15 goals. In 2017, the Malawi 
skipper stepped up to score 
25 goals and her performances 
earned her the spotlight with 
several European clubs circling 
for her signature, but she opted 
for China.

On her way out of Sweden 
and the club scratching their 
heads for a replacement, Tabitha 
recommended her younger 
sister Temwa, then 21 years old.

“It was not easy as my club 
bosses were like ‘it is not possible 
that your sister can be as equally 
good’. I fought for her to come 
to Sweden. I challenged them 
to let her come for trials and 
after just one trial game, the 
coach admitted that Temwa is 
equally good and they signed 
her,” she revealed.

Tabitha announced her 
presence in China in grand 
style, winning the Golden Boot 
award with 17 goals in the 2018 
season, seven goals richer than 
Nigerian Asisat Oshoala, now 
with Spanish side, Barcelona.

In the 2019 season, she didn’t 
show signs of slowing down. 
The forward netted 12 goals 
in 14 matches to help Suning 
clinch their first Chinese top 
flight title since 2009, before 
going on to win two more titles 
to complete a domestic treble.

While Tabitha was busy 
making the headlines in China; 
Temwa was equally lighting up 
the scene in Sweden.

The younger Chawinga was 
among the leading scorers for 
her Swedish team Kvarnsveden. 
The last child of the family 
emerged the second top scorer 
last season in the Swedish league 
with 35 goals, including four 
hat-tricks, from 28 games.

Two seasons and 55 goals later 
in 57 games, Temwa followed 
her sister’s trailblazing light 
and ended up in China, joining 
Wuhan Jianghan.

Looking back at all she has 
achieved in the last three 
years, Temwa is full of praise 
for Tabitha who has held her 
hand across every step of the 
path to success.

“We talk a lot with her and 
she encourages me all the time 
to keep working hard. Through 
her help, I was all ready for my 
debut with Wuhan but that was 
halted by COVID-19. All the 
same, I will be ready when the 
time comes,” Temwa stated.

The duo’s exploits in China 
have surely given a massive boost 
of hope to the development of 
Malawian women’s football 

(Cafonline.)

CAF Experts participate in global 
COVID-19 Security Meeting

Tabitha and Temwa: Sisters 
driving Malawian football
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The iconic image of FIFA World 
Cup champions France lifting 
the trophy at Luzhniki Stadium 
is still fresh in the memory of 
every football fan. Exactly two 
years after that historic occasion 
on 15 July 2018, the unveiling 
of the matches schedule for 
the next edition invites the 
football world to dream of a new 
beginning – one that, now, has 
a precise time and place to start.

A l  B a y t  S t a d i u m ,  a 
60,000-capacity arena that 
takes its name and shape from 
the traditional tents used by 
nomadic peoples in the Gulf 
region, will be the stage for hosts 
Qatar to kick off the tournament 

on Monday 21 November 2022 
at 13:00 local time. 

The local kick-off times for 
group matches have been set for 
13:00, 16:00, 19:00 and 22:00, 
with the simultaneous kick-offs 
for the last round of group games 
and knockout-stage timings 
being 18:00 and 22:00. Khalifa 
International Stadium will be 
the setting for the play-off for 
third place on 17 December. 
The final will kick off one day 
later at 18:00 at Lusail Stadium 
in front of an 80,000 crowd.

With the aim of providing all 
teams with optimal rest between 
their matches, the group stage 
will last 12 days and, with four 

matches per day, it promises a 
full and exciting schedule for 
fans. The tournament’s compact 
nature – with no air travel 
needed to move between the 
venues – will allow organisers, 
for the first time, to optimise 
specific match demands for the 
benefit and comfort of fans, 
teams and media.

This will be achieved through 
the assignment of the group 
fixtures for each matchday to a 
stadium and kick-off time only 
after the final draw, currently 
planned for after the March 
2022 international match 
calendar qualifying window. 
Once the pairings are known, 

the possibility will be discussed 
of providing a more beneficial 
kick-off time for audiences 
at home, or indeed for fans in 
Qatar with regard to the stadium 
allocation.

That additional flexibility 
is possible without affecting 
any technical aspects since all 
stadiums are located within a 
compact radius and the climate 
is perfect at that time of year in 
Qatar, whether it is an early or 
a late kick-off. On top of that, 
this will potentially give fans 
the opportunity to attend more 
than one match a day during 
the group stage.

For those eager to book their 

seats at Qatar 2022, hospitality 
sales are scheduled to start in late 
2020. Ticket sales for the general 
public will be conducted solely 
via FIFA, where details on the 
timeline, phases, categories and 
prices will be communicated in 
due course.

In the meantime, detailed 
information on the FIFA 
World Cup qualifiers for each 
confederation is available on 
FIFA.com. The latest updates 
in relation to the international 
match calendar in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic can 
also be found FIFA.com. 

(Cafonline.)

World Cup World Cup 
Match Match 
Schedule Schedule 
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