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T
he Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Development 
(MFED) has estimated the 

total cost of spending under the 
government’s Economic Recovery 
and Transformation Plan (ERTP) 
at about P20 billion over 2.5 
years. But the anticipated budget 
deficit over the same period is 
also expected to be P20 billion, 
making a total of approximately 
P40 billion in funding needed 
over the period. 

Over the years, government 
has faced a deteriorating fiscal 
position, with long-term 
structural decline in fiscal 
revenues, regular budget deficits 
and the depletion of financial 
buffers. As it stands, government 
has revealed that it has only P20 
billion to its name in government 
investment accounts. 
The impact of COVID-19

The impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic and attendant 
containment measures led to 
severe negative consequences on 
global, regional and domestic 
economies. According to 
observations, some sectors 
mainly suffered from a short-

term impact under the lockdown 
and hope to recover fairly quickly 
as restrictions are progressively 
removed. The Ministry of Finance 
has noted that others will endure 
long-term disruption, which 
might also involve operational 
transformation, including closure 
of businesses and job losses. 

The sectors that suffered 
from a short-term impact of 
the lockdown are mining, 
agriculture, retail trade (other 
than food and pharmaceuticals), 
restaurants,  construction, 
transport, finance and business 
services, and other services 
(private education, cultural and 
sporting activities, creative and  
media services, dry cleaning, 
hair salons, and other social and 
personal services). The informal 
sector, including street vendors 
and other micro enterprises, have 
been particularly hard hit, albeit 
still with a largely short-term 
impact. 
Govt prepares 
recovery plan

Taking into account both 
the short-term and long-term 
consequences of COVID-19, 

an ERTP has been prepared. 
The objectives of the plan 
are to support restoration of 
economic activity and incomes, 
facilitate economic growth 
and the further expansion of 
productive capacity, accelerate 
economic transformation and 
build resilience in the economy. 
ERTP is under the auspices of the 
COVID-19 Economic Advisory 
Committee that is co-chaired 
by the Permanent Secretary for 
MFED and the Governor of the 
Bank of Botswana (BoB). It was 
largely prepared by MFED with 
input from BoB, the Botswana 
Institute for Development 
Policy Analysis, the University of 
Botswana (UB) and Ministry of 
Investment Trade and Industry 
(MITI).
Implication 
of funding ERTP 

The finance ministry is 
concerned that securing funding 
for the initiative will be one of 
the most difficult components 
of the process. First, this is 
because government revenue 
will be much lower than earlier 
anticipated, hence, already a need 

for much larger deficit funding in 
the short- to medium-term, even 
before adding ERTP initiatives. 
Minister Thapelo Matsheka 
previously estimated that 
revenue would fall by 20 percent 
due to subdued performance of 
the diamond sector, which is the 
mainstay of the economy. 

To be effective and meaningful, 
government says a stimulus 
package has to be considerable 
because it is not ‘business as 
usual’ and demands a grittier 
approach than ‘just counter-
cyclical’ strategies. For the 
finance ministry, this implies 
a substantial and judicious 
injection of resources into 
initiatives and projects with 
significant multiplier effects and 
long-term economic durability 
and impact. Evaluation of returns 
and prioritisation will become 
critical. 

“Even as this is desirable, 
there is need for care not to 
overburden implementation 
and absorptive capacity of the 
economy. This is to guard against 
possible destabilisation (in terms 
of prices, monetary growth and 
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budget sustainability), as well as 
wastage and opportunities for 
corruption,” MFED has noted, 
adding that the default approach 
should be decentralisation 
and allocation of “bite size” 
responsibilities to designated 
executing and oversight 
institutions. “In terms of avoiding 
bottlenecks and absorption 
capacity problems, a long-
overdue initiative that could be 
fast-tracked is the establishment 
of a major projects unit to oversee 
the implementation of major 
projects (above a certain budget 
threshold) regardless of the field 
(or ministerial responsibility) the 
project is in.”
OPTIOns fOR funDInG
Government 
Investment Account 

The finance ministry has 
revealed five main options to fund 
ERTP via the Budget. One is to 
draw down on the government’s 
portion of Botswana’s foreign 
exchange reserves which, as 
already mentioned, has been 
declining over time. Most of 
government funds in the reserves 
are derived from budget revenues 

dominated by minerals and SACU 
by up to 60 percent but which are 
tied to international trade and are 
also expected to underperform. 
The funds are kept under the 
Government Investment Account 
(GIA) at BoB. GIA, which was 
established on 1st January 1997, 
represents the government’s share 
of foreign exchange reserves 
in the Pula Fund and Liquidity 
Portfolio, including its share of 
unrealised fair value and currency 
gains and losses. GIA is often used 
to finance deficits, which are this 
time expected to be around P20 
billion.

Experts have observed that the 
reserves and GIA are the main 
financial buffers and have in the 
past played an important role in 
absorbing the impact of shocks. 
The decline in these buffers has 
concerned economists, given that 
it reduces the ability to withstand 
and manage shocks. An economist 
previously told this publication 
that rebuilding them requires 
balance of payment surpluses 
(more exports, more inward FDI) 
and government budget surpluses 
(reduced spending, increased 

revenues). Economic think tank 
Econsult has warned that the 
falling reserves will eventually 
affect the ability to have a pegged 
exchange rate for the Pula, but 
this will only be in the long- term 
and is not currently a concern.
External/foreign borrowing 
and domestic borrowing

Another option proposed 
by government for funding is 
external/foreign borrowing 
and domestic borrowing (bond 
issuance). BoB previously 
revealed that government and 
government-guaranteed debt 
for the 2018/19 fiscal year was 
estimated at P46 billion. The 
estimates show that about P36.1 
billion is government’s own debt 
while the balance is government 
guaranteed debt. External debt 
amounts to P30.5 billion or 15.4 
percent of GDP while domestic 
debt amounts to P15.5 billion. 
Combined, this is 23.2 percent of 
GDP, which is relatively low by 
global standards. 

However, Botswana’s debt 
was expected to increase to 24.9 
percent of GDP in the financial 
year 2019/20 but would still be 

below the self-imposed threshold 
of 40 percent of GDP. SADC 
guidance is pegged at about 60 
percent and countries like South 
Africa and Namibia average 40-
50 percent. Experts say there is 
currently no problem servicing 
the debt, which creates more 
room for borrowing. However, 
other experts in the banking 
sector have argued that budget 
deficits combined with ERTP 
are increasing the government‘s 
financing needs and that if not 
managed well, will put pressure 
on Botswana’s debt profile. 

Sale of assets
Government also has outlined 

the sale of assets (e.g. through 
privatisation) to fund its plan. 
However, it is important to note 
that privatisation plans for the 
likes of Air Botswana, BMC and 
NDB have been lagging. 
Domestic revenue 
generation

Government has also 
earmarked increasing domestic 
revenue generation. Economists 
say the proportion of total 
revenue raised from domestic 
sources (e.g. VAT, income tax) is 

low, and needs to be increased. 
Further, tax efficiency needs to 
be increased (reducing leakages 
and under-declarations), the VAT 
rate will almost certainly need 
to increase while more people 
will need to pay income tax 
in the longer-term. According 
to economists, there may also 
be a need for new taxes, e.g. 
property taxes. Pundits argue 
that Batswana pay relatively low 
taxes relative to what government 
provides for them. But the 
most pressing task is to make 
government spending much more 
efficient, i.e. Botswana needs to 
achieve more (e.g. in education 
and health outcomes) with the 
same resources.

But while government eyes 
domestic revenues, it is important 
to highlight that the contraction 
of the economy will shed off 
sales, directly impacting VAT 
collections which are dependent 
on the volumes of sales made by 
VAT registrants, according to 
tax expert Jonathan Hore. VAT 
will also be directly impacted 
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C
OVID-19 and 
its concomitant 
restrictions on 

cross-border trade have 
demonstrated a need for 
improved domestic food 
production to achieve a higher 
degree of self-sufficiency, 
the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Development 
has said. Despite historical 
problems in developing 
agricultural production 
(slow growth in output, 
weak productivity, limited 
effectiveness of government 
support programmes), the 
ministry Botswana has 
potential for agricultural 
growth. 

“Raising the productivity 
of agriculture is essential and 
potentially a source of ‘quick 
wins,’ including enhancing 
domestic self-sufficiency, 
improving the balance of 
payments, job creation, 
innovation and adoption of 
new technology,” the ministry 
says, adding that there are also 
potential forward linkages and 
multiplier effects. 

However, the ministry notes 
that care should be taken not 
to repeat past mistakes where 
the substantial resources 
and support provided were 
largely wasted partly because 
performance was measured 
in terms of inputs rather than 
output and there has been no 
significant improvement in 
productivity in key target sub-
sectors such as beef and food 
grains. 

Over past 42 years, 
Botswana’s agricultural sector 
has indeed experienced a sharp 
decline in its contribution 
to GDP. Statistics show its 
contribution fell from 42.7 
percent in 1966 to a paltry 1.9 
percent in 2008. In the last 
decade, the value derived from 

the agriculture sector, which 
covers both crops and livestock 
production, reflected a steady 
decline to under 2 percent. 

The United Nations 
Development Programme 
reckons that traditional farming 
is the most dominant in terms 
of numbers of people involved 
and the geographical coverage, 
with the majority of farmers 
being small-scale farmers 
who typically need continued 
assistance in capacity building 
to commercialise agriculture. 
This gives credence to the 
finance ministry’s statement 
in its newly cobbled Economic 
Recovery and Transformation 
Plan that agricultural support 
policy has been focused on 
small-scale subsistence farmers 
rather than on medium and large 
scale commercial farmers. “This 
needs to change so that support 
is provided for agriculture to 
become more commercial,” the 
ERTP policy document says. 
“This means that proposed 
interventions need to demonstrate 
positive economic returns.”

It is therefore being proposed by 
the finance ministry that support 
should be progressively availed to 
increasing the scale of production 
and commercialisation, with 
a different and social support 
approach to subsistence farming. 
“Also, the proposed interventions 
need to be assessed to evaluate 
their commercial feasibility; 
they are included here subject to 
confirmation that their benefits 
exceed their costs,” says the 
document.

In the past, crop production has 
been the most vulnerable part of 
the agricultural sector due to its 
heavy reliance on rainfall. Thus 
the production of cereal grains, 
mainly sorghum and maize, has 
varied considerably from year to 
year in accordance with rainfall 
patterns.

The economic recovery 
plan proposes to provide 
infrastructure and utilities in the 
areas around one of the dams 
near Selebi-Phikwe and Shashe 
to attract horticulture farmers 
and livestock feed producers 
to these areas and to create a 
cluster of agriculture production. 
The envisaged infrastructure 
includes access roads, basic 
housing, electricity (potentially 
solar), water reticulation and 
Internet connectivity. According 
to ERTP, a similar cluster could 
be identified closer to Gaborone, 
for example, Mogobane Dam or 
Masama where borehole water 
could be used. 

For the funding of 
infrastructure (which does 
not generate an immediate 
or direct commercial return), 
government financing will be 
required. However, for farm-level 
investment, the plan dictates that 
NDB should be capacitated and 
resourced to finance medium or 
large scale agricultural projects. 
“This should entail strengthened 
project support team to enable 
economic and  business appraisal, 
operational and managerial 
support, and operating close to 
the area (for example, Selebi-
Phikwe  branch),” the ERTP 
document says. 

Over time, says the finance 
ministry, NDB should scale 
down non-agriculture 
commercial and other lending 
and specialise. Government, 
through the Ministry of 
Investment, Trade Industry, 
should also support project 
viability through active/intrusive 
encouragement of contract 
farming for supermarkets and 
large institutions (and processing 
facilities). There will be a need to 
encourage and promote farming 
associations to run horticultural 
markets in target locations. “The 
National Agro-processing Plant 

GOVT’S PLAN 
TO RESUSCITATE 

AGRICULTURE

(NAPRO) should also play 
a role in buying, processing 
and marketing products for a 
range of uses, as well as develop 
and promote a range of 
preservation methods,” says the 
document. “It should also plan 
to grow and develop packaging 
and preservation for the 
export market, which should 
be a channel for continuous 
growth and innovation in the 
horticulture sector.” 

According to the plan, 
funding for NAPRO should 
be from NDB rather than 
directly from government. 
ERTP notes that the food 
grain sub-sector appears to 
be well served with regard to 
interest, activity and range of 
farmers. However, the plan 
advises that it could benefit 
from enhanced infrastructure 
provision and a restructuring 
of government incentives 
and support schemes. Areas 
with production potential 
include Barolong Farms, 
Pandamatenga and Tuli 
Block (the latter two are 
already targeted for support 
as Special Economic Zones). 
Pandamatenga is also part 
of the Zambezi Agricultural 
Infrastructure Project. Again, 
subject to evaluation and 
identification of positive 
economic returns, the finance 
ministry advises that the 
provision of infrastructure 
may help to boost agricultural 
production and reduce 
imports. 

The ministry says this as an 
area where funding by NDB, in 
particular, and CEDA need to 
be set at a minimum medium 
scale operation threshold in 
order to achieve meaningful 
impact. “Thus, resources 
should be concentrated on 
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It has taken the blight of Covid-19 to bring into sharp relief the reality that Botswana’s near-total lack of food 
self-sufficiency is an unsustainable plight that must be overcome and to finally take practical steps in that 

direction. As Staff Writer KITSO DICKSON reports, the government is now seized with the objective  

by the closure of borders and 
disruption of supply chains, 
among other reasons. Further, 
says Hore, corporate tax and 
PAYE depend on the performance 
of the economy and anything that 
has the capability of reducing 
economic growth cuts corporates’ 
profits. “When corporates do 
not perform well, they are likely 
to pay less salaries to employees, 
and that also cuts the share of 
PAYE that tax authorities can 
collect,” he points out. “Whilst 
retrenchments may not be as 
high as previously anticipated 
before their suspension through 
Statutory Instrument 63 of 
2020, financially-constrained 
employers are likely to negotiate 
lower salaries with employees or 
make staff redundant (without 
necessarily retrenching them).” 

On the other hand, SACU 
revenues are directly impacted 
when borders are closed and 
when economies are locked 
down. Hore says the uncertainty 
in future economic prospects 
brought about by the pandemic 
is also likely to put projects on 
hold, which reduces imports and 
consequently SACU revenues. The 
IMF has also forecast that SACU 
member countries will decline 
by an average of 5.6 percent in 
2020, which directly feeds into a 
reduction in tax collections.

Given these factors, in 
particular the expected 
contraction of the economy by 
13.1 percent and the projected 
economic shrinkage of SACU 
member states, the domestic 
economy will shrink. Hore says 
another factor which may result 
in a reduction of domestic taxes 
and SACU revenues is suspension 
of investments due to the ravages 
of Covid-19. 

“The exact impact of delayed 
projects may further impact 
taxes. Further, when an economy 
contracts, some taxpayers’ 
ability to comply with taxes 
will be hampered by financial 
constraints, further worsening 
the tax collection capacity,” Hore 
says, adding that contraction 
in an economy will have 
further negative ripple effects 
such as company closures and 
bankruptcies, which further 
slows down economic activity. 

“We anticipate that the 
slowdown in the Botswana 
economy of 13.1 percent and the 
5.2 percent for SACU economies 
will shed off around 14.5 percent 
of previously anticipated 
domestic and SACU revenues of 
P44.4bn,” he notes.
Government’s preferred 
options for funding

Despite all these, the 
preferred options for funding 
by government are domestic 
borrowing and revenue 
mobilisation. The finance 
ministry notes that they are 
unlikely to be sufficient to meet 
the entire funding needs over 
the remainder of the NDP 11 
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period. On a positive note, government 
concedes that there is considerable 
potential for increased borrowing through 
the issuance of government bonds, which 
currently amounts to around 7.5 percent 
of GDP. This compares with a legal limit 
on total domestic borrowing (including 
guarantees) of 20 percent of GDP and 
an “ideal” size for an efficient, liquid 
government bond market of 15 percent of 
GDP. MFEP says finance for budget deficits 
and ERTP can be raised by doubling the 
size of total government borrowing from 
P15 billion to P30 billion. The finance 
ministry says the additional P15 billion 
can be sourced from domestic savers (e.g. 
institutions such as insurance companies, 
pension funds and banks), although the 
impact on cost (interest rates paid) is still 
to be determined. 

“Encouraging the purchase of (Pula) 
bonds by foreign investors should also be 
considered. It may also be necessary to 
draw down some funds from the GIA, say 
P5 billion, which, together with increased 
domestic borrowing, would cover 
half (P20 billion) of the government’s 
financing needs through to the end of 
NDP 11 (2022/23),” the ministry has noted, 
adding that there may be some scope for 
DFIs to contribute to financing needs. 
Government says Botswana Development 
Corporation is financially sound and can 
raise funds on its own balance sheet. NDB 
and CEDA, however, “would be unable to 
do so without government guarantees, 
which adds to the government’s statutory 
debt exposure”. 

Government says funding on a PPP basis 
can also be explored, although it should 
be noted that in many cases, PPP funding 
exchanges an upfront capital cost with a 
long-term recurrent cost commitment and 
does not necessarily reduce total costs to 
government but changes the time profile 
of expenditures. PPPs as a way of reducing 
costs to government are more suitable 
for self- liquidating, revenue-generating 
projects. Parastatals such as BPC and 
WUC, with high capital expenditure 
needs, can potentially raise their own funds 
from capital markets but need to be able 
to charge cost-reflective tariffs to become 
financially self-sustaining and eliminate 
dependence on transfers and subsidies 
from government.

In addition to raising user charges 
and fees for public services, there is need 
to urgently initiate a programme and 
timetable with respect to the following 
measures to raise additional revenues 
(and hence reduce the budget deficit and 
financing gap). Adjustment of VAT: for 
example, to 14 percent over a two-year 
period and substantial scaling down of 
zero-rated and exempted items, increasing 
withholding tax rates (e.g. on dividends and 
interest payments received), introducing 
Electronic Billing Machines (EBMs) for 
VAT-registered entities to improve tax 
compliance and collection efficiency and 
considering the introduction of carbon 
taxes. Further, raising the fuel tax and 
other levies on road users. Electricity and 
water tariffs should be progressively raised 
to market levels within a specified period 
(say 3 - 5 years). 

According to the plan, this should reduce 
the need for government financial support 
and allow these parastatals to raise funds 
in the market on the strength of their own 
balance sheets. Direct government funding, 
on commercial terms, could be provided 

to facilitate coverage of infrastructure. 
The plan also proposes cost-sharing and 
that cost-recovery should be revamped 
post-COVID-19 without compromising 
inclusivity. “Those able to pay should bear 
a greater portion of the cost of providing 
public services by government pay, 
through user fees. Education is one area 
that could be considered, but the principle 
could be extended to some components 
of health care. Expand coverage of taxes 
(for example, unused land, updating of 

property valuations) and reduction of 
exemptions, changing the way in which 
Debswana finances expansion and life-
of-mine extension projects, to rely less on 
self-generated funds and use more loan 
finance, which would increase revenue 
distributions to government,” the ERTS 
notes.

Further, enhancing the ability of local 
authorities to meet more of their financial 
needs by generating more revenues or 
potentially by borrowing. MFED also 

notes that the financing gap can also be 
filled by reducing expenditures such as 
rationalising subsidies to the agriculture 
sector to target support for medium 
and large scale producers and cluster 
infrastructure and services (but ensuring 
that subsidies do not become indefinite or 
unsustainable), and away from subsistence 
farmers. Further, more generally, subsidies 
should be rationalised and reduced, 
reducing subventions to parastatals 
following rationalisation.

VT’S P40BN QUANDARY



E
mbattled self-exiled politician-
cum-businessman Samson 
Guma Moyo is contemplating 

taking legal action against the 
Botswana Unified Revenue Service 
(BURS) for P6 million that he claims 
the taxman owes him, The Business 
Weekly & Review has established. 

The maverick former Tati East MP 
has opened up to this publication on 
the his well-publicised issues with 
the taxman that many believe are the 
reason that he disappeared to South 
Africa from where he soon claimed 
he was in exile because his life was in 
danger in his native country. 

The timing of his self-exile from 
where he dramatically claimed his 
name was inscribed on a DISS bullet 
coincided with BURS closing in on 
the man who was not new to tax 
controversies. According to media 
reports, Moyo owed government an 
estimated P20 million in tax through 
his various companies. 

In a telephonic interview with this 
publication this week, the politician 
said he did not owe BURS any money 
and that the taxman instead owed 
him money. "I really don't want to 
be discussing this matter," he said. 
"However, since it is in the public 
domain, I want to tell you that I 
don't owe BURS. They owe me, Sir. 
I presented audited statements to 
BURS on my accounts but to-date I 
have not received any response." 

The former Botswana Democratic 
Party MP who has since joined the 
Botswana Patriotic Front (BPF) said 
he always paid his taxes when they 
were due. "For the past three years, 
I have been operating on overdrafts 
while building my factory in 
Francistown,” Moyo said. “The only 
income I had was my salary from 
Parliament."  

Moyo said he would discuss 
and reconcile his accounts with 
BURS and only go to court if no 
compromise was reached. "If we 
don't agree we will go to court,” he 
asserted. “Nobody is going to be 
bullied by anyone." 

Asked when he would return home 
after a year away, Moyo answered: "I 
will be back when it is convenient 
for me. My family is in Botswana.”

He was repeatedly raided by BURS 
and left the country when it was 
reported that a warrant of arrest 
was out on him. In his absence, his 
property went under the hammer 
at the instance of banks, among his 
creditors. 

When this matter was raised, 
Moyo returned that he would not 
cry over spilled milk. "Anything that 
was done to my property was legal,” 
he said matter-of-factly. “The banks 
have a right to attach my property to 
recover their debts." 

areas of high output and potential for 
appropriate and dedicated management 
of the farming operation,” the report 
notes. “The Covid-19 pandemic also 
gives the country an opportunity to 
increase agricultural production by 
investing in long overdue projects in 
order to reduce food imports,” it says.

Botswana’s maize imports are sourced 
mainly from neighbouring South 
Africa. Exoerts want this to stop, saying 
Botswana can only afford to rely on 
imports from other countries on a short 
term basis. Previously, an economist at 
BUAN argued that increased level of 
local production would allow Botswana 
to meet its current national maize 
requirements, allowing for possible 
forms of post-harvest maize losses in the 
country. The ideal scenario, according 
to this expert, would be to make 
Botswana self-sufficient in maize and 
less vulnerable to external grain market 
shocks. Dr.  Mavis Marumo called for 
a deliberate policy for designating 
portions of some productive areas (e.g. 
Northern and Southern Botswana) 
as maize economic zones. He said 
specially designated farms should be 
developed, technologically-equipped 
and contracted by the Botswana 
Agricultural Marketing Board (BAMB) 
to produce maize at attractive and 
profitable producer prices per tonne or 
50kg bag of maize. 

“This approach should not only be 
restricted to maize,” Marumo said. “It is 
an approach that I believe can be adopted 
to boost production, employment and 

income generation from all staple food 
crops.” He also advised on the re-modeling 
of the Arable Agricultural Development 
(ISPAAD) Livestock Management and 
Infrastructure Development (LIMID) 
which other economists agreed was 
inefficient. 

The ERTP document recognises that the 
livestock sub-sector’s recent performance 
has been poor, with the national herd 
declining and its contribution of beef 
exports diminishing. The beef industry, the 
only sub-sector of the agriculture sector 
that had at one time remained a significant 
contributor to the national GDP, has been 
flat. Statistics show that it has fallen to less 
than 2 percent to the government revenue 
and is one sector that needs improvement. 
A thorn in the heel of the livestock sub-
sector has over the years been sporadic 
outbreaks of Foot and Mouth Disease.

The performance of the Botswana Meat 
Commission has been unsatisfactory due 
mainly to poor management. This has 
contributed to the broader problems of 
the sub-sector and its lack of viability. The 
finance ministry says much can be achieved 
by rapid liberalisation of the sub-sector, 
including removing export restrictions 
on beef and live cattle. This, according to 
ERTP, would allow private sector abattoirs 
to export beef, subject to market access 
requirements and standards, and allow 
farmers to export live cattle. 

“BMC needs to be urgently restructured 
and a strategic equity and management 
partner brought in through a partial 
privatisation,” say the document. “The 
restructuring of BMC may involve hiving 

off the Francistown and Maun abattoirs 
to the private sector and allowing them 
to slaughter a variety of livestock for 
the domestic and export markets.” The 
plan notes that recent inclusion of meat 
processing to reserved activities will 
close off the possibility of attracting. 
“This needs to be reconsidered as FDI 
is likely to help the sector grow quickly, 
and policy needs to avoid introducing 
an anti-export bias into sectors with 
export growth potential,” the document 
warns.

Reports indicate that a meat regulator 
is being established to oversee the 
licensing and regulation of operators 
in the meat processing sector. ERTP’s 
position is that this process should 
be expedited because the lack of a 
regulator acts a barrier to investment 
and growth of this segment that has 
considerable economic and export 
potential, as well as extensive backward 
linkages to the agricultural sector and 
the rural economy. 

In terms of achieving increased 
dairy/milk production and creating 
employment, the most promising 
initiative is the almost-completed 
Lobatse MilkAfric project. The finance 
ministry says there is need to establish 
how MilkAfric (Pty) Ltd can be assisted 
to commence operations and ramp up 
production as quickly as possible. “Other 
producers could be assisted through the 
provision of milk collection services,” 
it notes. “Dairy producers can also be 
supported through the development of 
capacity to grow fodder locally.”

GOVT'S PLAN TO RESUSCITATE AGRICULTURE

•	 Says the taxman 
owes him 

•	 Has no quarrel with 
banks for attaching 
his property 

GUMA MAY 
SUE BURS 
FOR P6M

GUMA 
SPEAKS 
OUTON 
THE P100BN 
MATTER
•	Says	control	systems	at	both	the	Bank	of	Botswana	and	the	Reserve	Bank	of	South	Africa	are	foolproof
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S
elf-exiled politician Samson Guma 
Moyo has spoken for the first time 
about the allegations of stealing P100 

billion from the Bank of Botswana (BoB) 
by certain powerful personages. 

Speaking to The Business Weekly & 
Review in a telephonic interview this 
week, Moyo sought to explain how BoB 

had accounted to the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) that he once chaired. 

"In one financial year, the Auditor 
General raised issues of the Accountant 
General not reconciling the amounts they 
have in their books with that of the Bank 
of Botswana at the end of each financial 
year,” Moyo started. “These cumulatively 
were in billions, which is normal for 
government. The media, especially The 
Gazette, then wrote it as money missing. 

I then, in my position as Chairman (of the 
Public Accounts Committee), requested 
both the Auditor General and the Bank 
of Botswana to issue a public notice in the 
papers to clarify the matter. The Governor 
did that with the support of the Accountant 
General."

According to Moyo, the Public Accounts 
Committee and the Statutory Bodies 

KABO RAMASIA

Staff Writer

STAFF WRITER
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Congratulations to all Class of 2019 BGCSE and 
O’Levels holders! Begin the new decade with an IDM 
qualification that has strong local roots with global 
reach. Learn today, Lead tomorrow!

 BUSINESS AND INFORMATION RESOURCE MANAGEMENT FACULTY

 PROGRAMME  CAMPUS

 • Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT) Gaborone   
 • Bachelor of Accountancy (University of Bolton, UK) Gaborone 
 • Bachelor of Public Finance and Accounting Gaborone 
 • Bachelor of Project Management  Francistown, Gaborone
 • BSc (Hons) Logistics and Supply Chain Management Francistown, Gaborone
   (University of Bolton, UK)
 • Professional Diploma in Procurement and Supply (CIPS, UK) Francistown, Gaborone
 • Bachelor of Arts in Archives and Records Management Francistown, Gaborone
 • BSc (Hons) IT Networking and Software Engineering  Gaborone 
 • BBA Travel and Tourism Management Gaborone   
 • Diploma in Information Technology Francistown, Gaborone 
 • Diploma in Archives and Records Management Francistown, Gaborone

HUMAN RESOURCE & ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FACULTY

 PROGRAMME  CAMPUS

 • Bachelor of Arts in Human Resource Management Gaborone 

 • Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Early Childhood Studies Francistown, Gaborone

 • Bachelor of Education (Management) Francistown, Gaborone 

 • Bachelor of Office Management Gaborone

 • Diploma in Educational Management and Administration Francistown, Gaborone 

 PUBLIC HEALTH MANAGEMENT FACULTY 

 PROGRAMME  CAMPUS

 • Bachelor of Community Development  Francistown, Gaborone

 • Bachelor of Public Health  Francistown, Gaborone

GABORONE OFFICE

The Admissions Office
Institute of Development Management
P.O. Box 1357  Gaborone
Plot 21222, 21254 Mobuto Road, Village

Tel: (+267) 3612171/38 Fax: (+267) 3913296

FRANCISTOWN OFFICE

The Admissions Office
Institute of Development Management
P/Bag 244  Francistown
Plot 6434, Botho Park Tati River Plots, Block 10

Tel: (+267) 2410300 Fax: (+267) 2410315

 Email: admissions@idmbls.ac.bw  Facebook: institute of development management 

 CLOSING DATE: 27th March 2020

APPLY

NOW!

APPLICATIONS 
Those applying for Government Sponsorship MUST meet the minimum sponsorship requirements of the 
Department of Tertiary Education Financing (DTEF).

Meeting minimum requirements does not guarantee admission. Please collect an application form from 
the Admissions Office in Gaborone/Francistown OR download from the IDM website. On submission, 
ensure that you have attached certified copies of educational certificates and national identity to the 
completed forms. Applications should be addressed or hand delivered to:
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T
he tax laws prescribe that every 
taxpayer must comply with their 
obligations under the applicable tax 

laws, without compulsion. This is what is 
called voluntary compliance. The opposite 
of that is enforced compliance, where the 
tax authorities use their manpower to 
force taxpayers to comply with tax laws. By 
nature, humans are dodgy and a number 
of taxpayers are tempted to illegally duck 
taxes. Well, don’t confuse me for a tax 
collector; I am a tax consultant and I want 
to help some of you clean the tax mess that 
they currently are in. In this article, words 
importing the masculine shall be deemed 
to include the feminine.

TAX MEss BRIEf

Tax mess is not a technical term but it 
is a phrase which I am using to describe a 
scenario where someone finds themselves 
with so much headaches arising from 
non-compliance with tax laws. Tax mess 
may arise from the non-submission of 
tax returns, be they VAT, Income Tax or 
Other-withholding taxes. Those who fail 
to pay taxes in time also complicate their 
circumstances. Now, let me make it clear 
that late payment of taxes attracts annual 
effective interest of 19.36%. This interest 
is so high that if the debt is not paid over 
a couple of years, the interest may even 
exceed the principal debt. I have seen tax 
interest bills which are more than 4 times 
the principal tax. That’s not a joke as it can 
financially paralyse the taxpayer.

Non-submission of returns may also 
attract late-submission penalties. For 
example, a VAT return bearing tax payable 
attracts a monthly penalty of 10% of the 
tax, if submitted late. If the debt is say P1m, 
the penalty for 10 months will be another 
P1m (10months x 10% x P1m). If you ask 
any businessperson, they will tell you that 

massive penalties. Remember to always 
seek the guidance of a tax consultant as 
you walk through such rocky tax paths.

•	 Prepare accounts: There are instances 
where taxpayers would not have 
prepared books of accounts, which 
makes it even more difficult for a tax 
consultant to assist. In such cases, the 
best thing would be to gather whatever 
information you may have and prepare 
the accounts. From there, tax matters 
may then be addressed.

•	 Register for tax: Some taxpayers 
would have traded for years without 
registering for tax. The obvious result 
is that they will owe the taxman 
everything that a non-compliant person 
can owe. Registering after a long time 
of non-compliance usually results in 
onerous tax bills, which usually throw 
many into financial doldrums.

COnCLusIOn

The best way to address tax mess is to 
avoid it from the beginning. If you are 
already in tax mess, seek advice on how to 
get out. If you are clean, ensure that you 
have a tax consultant  walk by your side as 
you make money, to avoid tax mess. 

Well folks, I hope that was insightful. As 
Yours Truly says goodbye, remember to pay 
to Caesar what belongs to him. If you want 
to join our Tax Whatsapp group, send me a 
text on the cell number below.

Jonathan Hore is a Managing Tax 
Consultant at Aupracon Tax Specialists 
and feedback on this article can be relayed 
to jhore@aupracontax.co.bw or 7181 5836.

any cost must be justified and bringing 
some form of financial gain. Tax penalties 
just don’t do that; they are unproductive yet 
avoidable. BURS also has the right to levy 
200% penalties in cases where taxes are 
underdeclared and this usually happened in 
tax audits. To put things into perspective, a 
tax debt of P1m may exponentially grow to 
P3m due to the 200% penalty. 

sTART CLEAnInG

Below are some of the tips you may want 
to employ to clean your tax mess:
•	 Tax compliance summary: A tax 

compliance summary issued by 
BURS tells you how bad or good your 
compliance is. If you are in arrears, the 
first step is to obtain that summary, as 
it details all outstanding tax returns as 
well as unpaid tax debts. It also shows 
you how much the taxman would have 
penalized you for non-compliance. 

•	 Appoint a tax consultant: Once you 
know what you owe, solicit the services 
of a competent tax consultant for 
commencement of the tax mess clean-
up. Sometimes, you may need to file 
returns, make payments or payment 
plans. In other instances, you may need 
to engage the debt division at BURS so 
they know how you plan to settle your 
tax debt. If you ignore your tax bills, 
BURS can freeze your bank accounts or 
confiscate the amounts due from your 
debtors.

•	 Voluntary disclosure: Some taxpayers’ 
tax affairs may be so gross that they 
cannot extinguish the tax debt, even 
if they attempted to. Technically, the 
debts render them insolvent. In such 
cases, there is usually no hope of making 
amends except to just plead with the 
taxman for some truce which may 
involve tax forgiveness or waivers of 

HOW 
TO CLEAn 
TAX MEss 
JONATHAN HORE   Managing Consultant  Aupracon Tax Specialists

Committees then examined the 
accounts of government and of the 
Bank of Botswana (BoB) and never 
found any wrongdoing. 

According to the former MP for 
Tati East, "Bank of Botswana accounts 
were never qualified by their auditors 
during our time” and there were 
"no reports of money missing”. 
Emphasising a robust inquiry by the 
PAC, Moyo stressed:  "I would never 
have escaped the eyes of the auditors 
and ourselves." 

Regarding aspersions of 
impropriety between BoB and the 
Reserve Bank of South Africa, Moyo 
was firm that the two institutions are 
above reproach. "The current banking 
systems between the two countries 
are tight and adequate to pick any 
money laundering," he said, before 
adding a caution.  "I don't want to 
comment on court matters,” he noted. 
“I am only referring to matters that 
I think happened during my time 
and authority, having examined 
their books and based on audited 
statements. We never saw or had 
reason to suspect any fraudulent 
activity at the Bank of Botswana."

The case in which the state has 
accused an agent of the Directorate 
of Intelligence and Security Service 
(DISS), Welheminah Maswabi aka 
"Butterfly," of embezzling funds 
belonging to the state has taken a 
new twist after suspicions arose that 
Botswana's attempt to search for 
evidence in South Africa through 
Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) was 
being thwarted by that country’s 
government. 

This week the state moved to 
engage the services of a prominent 
South African advocate, Gerrie Nel 
of Afriforum, to help gather the 
evidence sought against prominent 
South Africans implicated in the 
alleged looting of P100 billion from 
BoB. 

Among the powerful South Africans 
implicated is businesswoman, Bridget 
Motsepe, who has denied any links to 
the funds. 

Botswana’s Directorate of Public 
Prosecutions submitted a request 
to MLA in September 2019 but the 
efforts hit a snag. "That MLA seems 
to have disappeared,” said Nel at a 
recent press conference. “The lack 
of feedback from South African 
authorities led to our clients to 
form the irresistible inference that 
the delay or unwillingness is quite 
deliberate." 

At the same press conference, 
the Director of the DPP, Stephen 
Tiroyakgosi, explained: "We engaged 
with the team led by Advocate Nel to 
try and find ways and means through 
various avenues, be it persuasion, be 
it court prosecution, to ensure that 
we get the necessary assistance from 
all concerned parties. That is the 
nature of how we got to engage Nel."

GUMA 
SPEAKS 
OUTON 
THE P100BN 
MATTER

from page  06
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MAJOR MARKET MOVERS (Thebe)

25/06/2020

Counter Share price Change (%)

Source: BSE

DOMESTIC EXCHANGE RATES

25/06/2020

Rate

CNH/BWP 0.05992

EURO/BWP 0.0753

GBP /BWP 0.0682

USD /BWP 0.0846

ZAR/BWP 1.4770

YEN/BWP 9.0600

Source: BOB

WORLD MARKETS

As at 25/06/2020

INDEX VALUE % CHANGE 

AMERICAS INDEXES

Dow Jones 
Industrial Average 

25445.94 -2.72

S&P 500 3050.33 -2.59

NASDAQ 9909.17 -2.19

EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA INDEXES

EURO STOXX 50 
Price EUR 

3166.17 -0.94

FTSE 100 Index 6056.10 -1.10

DAX 12027.18 -0.55

ASIA-PACIFIC INDEXES

Nikkei 22259.79 -1.22

Hong Kong Hang 
Seng Index 

24781.58 -0.50

TOPIX 1561.85 -1.18

Source: Bloomberg
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Fate may have conspired against eco-tourism giants. However, the government sees the 
Covid crisis as an opportunity for positive structural change that entails accelerated economic 

transformation in which subsistence masimo holders can also benefit by introducing game 
birds and animals onto their farms to attract agro-tourists. Staff Writer KITSO DICKSON looks 

at what looks like a government finally spurred to action by a crippling global affliction

fROM CHOBE InTO 
THE WILDERnEss

A
s a result of Covid-19, the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic 
Development has cautioned that 

the travel and tourism sectors are likely 
to experience fundamental changes 
in their operations due to measures 
taken globally to combat the pandemic. 
Notably, the ministry is referring to 
restrictions on international travel and 
entry to different countries. 

According government’s Economic 
Recovery Transformation Plan (ERTP), 
these sectors are likely to suffer a 
prolonged adverse environment, 
hence a long-term negative impact. 
According to the Ministry of Finance, 
which compiled the document, it will 
take some time, probably until 2021, 
for foreign tourists to travel to other 
countries for leisure in significant 
numbers. Most tourism operators in 
Botswana are therefore assuming that 
there will be zero international business 
for the rest of 2020. 

Given this scenario, the government 
says the economies of places such as 
the resort towns of Maun and Kasane 
will be adversely affected as hotels, 
restaurants and other tourism-related 
economic activities will remain closed 
or will operate at very low levels of 
capacity utilisation. “Such villages/
areas may suffer emigration as people 
look for jobs elsewhere in the country, 
and need support from social welfare 
programmes,” the ministry notes in 

its 2020 - 2022 ERTP that calls for the 
tourism sector, and particularly these areas 
of the country, to be targeted for renewed 
livelihoods.

Government proposes promotion of 
local tourism to sustain the sector and 
help preserve some of the jobs that have 
been lost due to international travel 
restrictions. In addition, if people travel 
domestically rather than externally, this 
will have a foreign exchange benefit that 
may offset a part of the losses from reduced 
international visitors, says ERTP.

Tourism companies pay substantial levies 
(6 percent of turnover) to the Department 
of Tourism. While the industry is 
essentially closed and in a loss-making 
position, the finance ministry says a waiver 
of the levies should be considered to relieve 
cash flow pressures on the sector and 
support the continuation of employment. 
“The extension of the three-month wage 
subsidy scheme to tourism companies for 
a longer period should also be considered,” 
the ministry says, adding that there are a 
number of unexploited sites that could be 
used for tourism across the country, thus 
spreading activity and reducing pressure 
on northern Botswana. These include the 
Gaborone Dam/Kgale Hill area (which 
could strongly improve Gaborone’s 
attraction as a tourist destination) and 
other large dams around the country 
which have not been developed for tourism 
purposes.

There have been a number of discussions 

that Batswana will be able, and should 
be encouraged, to use their farms for 
other purposes, including agro-tourism. 
Finance says this would facilitate 
diversification of incomes and the 
rural economy. However, the ministry 
observes that there are a number of 
regulatory barriers that discourage 
agro-tourism and says these need to be 
relaxed so as to make entry into agro-
tourism easy for farmers. Similarly, 
“regulatory barriers to the introduction 
of game birds and animals onto farms 
should be removed,” it says. 

Another possibility expounded by 
the finance ministry is exploitation of 
the potential of Botswana in a post-
Covid-19 world. As a large, sparsely 
populated country, government believes 
Botswana is well suited to the new 
environment, reinforced by her success 
(so far) at keeping Covid-19 largely at 
bay. So, for instance, the sector could 
look at bringing tourists (with negative 
Covid-19 status) from, say, Europe or 
North America on direct flights into 
Maun or Kasane, taking them directly 
out to bush camps and keeping them 
in a “bubble” with minimal interaction 
with other visitors and social distancing 
observed with respect to staff. 

After the outbreak of Covid-19, the 
Botswana Government banned entry of 
people from China, Japan, South Korea, 
Iran, the US, the UK, Austria, Belgium, 
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B
BS Limited is updating its 
application for a banking 
licence and will resubmit it 

as soon as it has finalised the audit 
for the latest financial results 
for the period ended December 
2019, The Business Weekly & 
Review has established. 

According to the Managing 
Director, Pius Molefe, BBS 
Limited will call for its Annual 
General Meeting soon after 
the one for the period ended 
December 2018. “I am confident 
that this time around there will 
be no need for us to recall the 
banking licence application and 
that, at the latest, by the second 
quarter of 2021 we should be 
operating as a commercial bank,” 
Molefe wrote in the bank’s 2018 
results which were hung back. 

According to the results, BBS 
is finalising a new business 
strategy that is more attuned to 
the demands of a commercial 
bank. It has new products and 
services to suit the anticipated 
circumstances, including 
meeting needs of the market. 
Molefe says BBSL is in full mode 
to run the commercial bank and 
has finalised a new organisational 
structure which is in line with 
the envisaged banking operation. 

The new organisational 
structure has a number of new 
roles that the MD believes will 
help them deliver on the mandate 
of the new bank. “As part of our 
new product and service offering, 
we are also fine-tuning a new 
digitilisation strategy to ensure 
that we set ourselves apart from 
competitors as far as possible,” he 
told BW&R. 

He added that it is clear to 
them, for instance, that the 
cellphone has tremendous power 
in the hands of people, especially 
Batswana in rural areas and 
those running small to micro 
and medium scale enterprises, 

particularly when they have 
digital bank accounts. “We 
believe that the digitilisation 
strategy will speak for itself when 
and after the new brand for the 
envisaged bank is launched.”

Parallel to this, Molefe 
says they are also improving 
physical infrastructure so that 
it is fit for purpose in respect 
of future plans. However, BBS 
performance during the year 
2018 was not positive. The results 
for the period ended December 
2018 showed a loss of P26.191 
million relative to a profit of 
P49.941 million achieved in 
March 2018.

While the entity did not make 
a profit, there were positive 
performance indicators such as 
the return on average equity ratio 
that improved from 17 percent 
in March 2018 to 19 percent in 
December 2018. “We maintain a 
strong capital base with a capital 
adequacy ratio of 28.40 percent 
for the period ended December 
2018,” Molefe said, adding that 
the liquid assets to total customer 
deposits ratio was 27 percent as 
at December 2018, which was 
much higher than the 10 percent 
limit set by the central bank. 

BBS recorded an improvement 
in the Loans to Deposit ratio of 
151 percent as at December 2018 
from 177 percent in March 2018. 
This was due to the growth in 
deposit balances. Molefe says 
they continued to work hard to 
increase deposit base in order 
to reduce this ratio further and 
to meet the regulatory limit of 
80 percent. The cost-to-income 
ratio is 111 percent compared 
to 67 percent in the previous 
financial year.

“We anticipate a high cost-to-
income ratio as we implement 
initiatives to transform the 
company going forward, but this 
should improve in the medium 
term with the rollout and take-
up of new products in a new 
banking environment,” he says.

•				Molefe	says	they	are	raring	to	go

BBs TO 
BECOME 
fuLL COMMER-
CIAL BAnk By 
2021- MD

I
n the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic, which is having 
a severe impact on econ-

omies in the world, including 
Africa, it has been clear that tax 
policymakers will need to con-
sider how to assess and achieve 
the right African interests in in-
ternational negotiations on tax 
matters.

In his address to the meet-
ing, the Executive Secretary of 
the African Tax Administra-
tion Forum, Logan Wort, said 
European countries must be 
actively encouraged not to seek 
incentives such as tax holidays 
when investing in Africa be-
cause these erode the tax base. 
He called for African voices to 
be listened to and given support 
in standard-setting processes 
on global tax rules. “The Inclu-
sive Framework should listen to 
the African voice and allow for 
information to be available that 
will help tax Multi National En-
tities (MNEs) in Africa,” Wort 
said. 

He welcomed the fact that de-
spite the constraints due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Finland is 
doubling its funding aimed ca-
pacitating the tax systems of de-
veloping countries. Finland has 
always been a staunch supporter 
of ATAF, he added, and this co-
operation will be strengthened 
even further under the new 
programme.

Wort praised Finland’s com-

mitment to ATAF’s work and 
promotion of fair taxation in 
Africa. He said under the new 
programme, Finland will expand 
its cooperation with ATAF, con-
tinue its cooperation with Tan-
zania and expand its cooperation 
to other African countries. He 
noted that this will also fund the 
cooperation of African civil soci-
ety organisations, such as Tax Jus-
tice Network Africa, to promote 
equality of taxation. 

Launching the programme, 
Finland’s Minister for Develop-
ment Cooperation and Foreign 
Trade, Ville Skinnari, said the 
Taxation for Development Ac-
tion Programme for 2020-2023 
has three main pillars, namely 
strengthening the capacity of de-
veloping countries whilst also en-
suring the tax responsibility and 
transparency of companies that 
receive development cooperation 
funds and improving the position 
of developing countries in Global 
Tax Policy.

“Because of illicit financial 
flows and aggressive tax planning, 
developing countries lose more in 
tax revenue than they receive in 
development aid each year,” Skin-
nari said. “African countries are 
now taking action to stop these 
flows and Finland wants to sup-
port them in the effort.” 

In a statement, the Finnish min-
ister said it was more important 
than ever to promote sustainable 
development in all countries and 

to promote social and econom-
ic justice. The best way of doing 
this was to promote the use of 
domestic resources for develop-
ment through taxation and fis-
cal policy and working to stop 
aggressive tax and illicit finan-
cial flows. 

The statement on the Tax 
and Development Programme, 
which was released by the Finn-
ish Department of Foreign Af-
fairs, states:  “By working with 
a trusted long-term partner 
such as ATAF, the experts of the 
Finnish Tax Administration can 
contribute to the improvement 
of taxation capacity in several 
African countries in a manner 
that is administratively easy 
and credible from the Finnish 
perspective.

Wort outlined the progress 
made by ATAF in building ca-
pacity and technical knowl-
edge among its members in the 
past 11 years. He said technical 
assistance provided by ATAF 
has helped to build effective 
anti-transfer pricing regimes 
in member countries and im-
proved the exchange of infor-
mation networks in Africa and 
to improve the fiscal regimes 
for the African extractives and 
commodities sector. He ex-
plained that they have been 
very successful in putting in 
place the building blocks for 
more effective tax regimes in 
African countries. 

‘AfRICA Is nO TAX HAVEn’
The African Tax Administrative Forum (ATAF) has called for tightened tax 
policy measures and urged investors to desist from seeking tax holidays 
when investing in Africa because that erodes the tax base. Staff Writer 

TSHEPISO GABOTLHOMOLWE reports

Y
ears after consumers 
expressed their 
grievances about major 

telecommunications firms 
Mascom, Orange Botswana and 
Be Mobile, Orange and Mascom 
have finally decided to increase 
data limits and all their package 
limits. 

Although Be Mobile has not 
reported any similar lucrative 
deal, the other two have gone 
ahead to buy customer trust.

“Be advised of My Social Fair 
Usage Policy from 13/02/18. 
Daily usage limit will be 200 MB/
day. The excess of that will be out 
of bundle,” Mascom flighted this 
text message on their subscriber’s 
phones in 2018. The 200MB per 
day limit was drastic drop from 
the initial 500MB threshold. 
Mascom went on an incremental 

journey that raised the limit to 
400MB in April. Botswana’s 
first mobile operator has now 
been officially restored the initial 
500MB per day limit effective 20 
June 2020. 

Mascom says the revision is for 
all Internet access data bundles 
for prepaid customers in order to 
offer the best market pricing to 
its subscribers. According to the 

operator, it is a combination of a 
reduction of the absolute price of 
some offers as and an increase in 
inclusive data for other offers. 

Other My Social new offers 
have been effective since Friday 19 
June 2020. Mascom says revision 
of all its Internet access data 
bundles for postpaid customers 
is meant to offer the best market 
pricing to its subscribers. 

MOBILE OPERATORs fI
HEED COnsuMER COMPLAI

•			The	two	operators	have	announced	increased	daily	data	limits

 BBS Limited Managing Director, Pius Molefe
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•			Under	the	licence,	the	company	will	generate	and	sell	electricity	to	BPC

Tlou says it is also 

committed to developing 

community projects in 

Botswana to add real 

value to peoples’ lives 

in a region with sparse 

services and where few 

opportunities exist for 

the local population.
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Tlou is currently developing 
projects using gas and plans to 
combine this with solar power to 
provide a cleaner base load power 
source.

The company says Botswana 
has a significant energy shortage 
and generally relies on imported 
power and diesel generation to 
fulfil its power requirements. 
“Tlou’s Lesedi Power Project 
provides investors with access 
to a compelling opportunity 
to displace expensive, carbon 
intensive diesel and imported 
coal-fired electricity with a 
cleaner and more environmentally 
friendly alternative,” the company 
says. 

In addition to plans for 
cleaner energy, Tlou says it is 
also committed to developing 
community projects in 
Botswana to add real value to 
peoples’ lives in a region with 
sparse services and where few 
opportunities exist for the 
local population. “This includes 
work to assist communities 
to become self-sustaining, 
develop business opportunities, 
improve access to education and 
create opportunities for self-
employment and wealth creation,” 
says the Tlou announcement.

The company’s project 
acreage covers a vast area 
spanning approximately 9,300 
Km2 in total, according to the 
announcement which adds that 

the project is significantly de-
risked. “The company produced 
its first gas in 2014, has a mining 
(or development) licence valid 
to 2042 and 10 prospecting (or 
exploration) licences.” 

Tlou’s Lesedi and Mamba 
projects already benefit from 
significant independently 
certified 2P gas reserves of ~41 
Billion Cubic Feet (BCF). In 
addition, 3P gas reserves of ~427 
BCF and contingent gas resources 
of ~3,043 BCF provide significant 
additional potential.

The company says it is 
planning an initial scalable power 
project. “Following successful 
implementation of this first 
scalable project, the company 
looks forward to evaluating 
longer-term prospects for the 
delivery of additional electricity 
to Botswana and to neighbouring 
countries,” it announced.

T
lou Energy has received 
Electricity Generation 
Licence in the form 

of a formal certificate and 
accompanying conditions from 
Botswana Energy Regulatory 
Authority (BERA), The Business 
Weekly & Review has established. 

According to an announcement 
by the company, the licence, 
which has a term of 15 years, is 
for generation of 2MW of CBM 
gas and solar power at its Lesedi 
project for sale to Botswana 
Power Corporation (BPC) at an 
approved BPC tariff, as well as a 
series of standard conditions. 

“Tlou Energy would like to 
thank BERA for their progression 
of this matter, particularly during 
the current pandemic,” the 
company said. “It demonstrates 
that on-going progress with the 
Tlou Lesedi Power Project is 
being made and that the wheels 
of government are still turning.” 

Tlou Energy Limited is an ASX, 
AIM and BSE-listed company 
focused on generating cleaner 
power in Botswana for supply 
to local and regional power 
markets. The company is focused 
on delivering power solutions to 
Botswana and southern Africa 
to alleviate some of the chronic 
power shortages in the region. 

TLOu AWARDED 
ELECTRICITy 
GEnERATIOn 

LICEnCE

KITSO DICKSON

Staff Writer

STAFF WRITER

W
hile the Covid-19 
pandemic is a 
major setback for 

the global economy, Standard 
Bank Group believes Africa’s 
long-term prospects remain 
positive and opportunities 
for investors and businesses 
to promote development 
of the continent while also 
generating healthy returns 
remains, says Gert Vogel, 
Chief Executive, International 
for Standard Bank Group. 

In line with current world 
trends, Standard Bank Group 
has embraced adoption of a 
digital approach to enable 
African corporate clients 
and leading policymakers to 

connect virtually with some of 
the world’s leading institutional 
investors.

In partnership with ICBC 
Standard Bank and Microsoft, 
Standard Bank is hosting its 
10th Africa Investors Conference 
using a specially enhanced 
Microsoft Teams platform 
to host over 2500 meetings 
over five days, doubling the 
number of meetings hosted in 
2019. The virtual platform is 
enabling many more African 
corporates and investors to fully 
participate in the conference 
whose policymaker sessions will 
be larger in reach. The number 
of investors registered for the 
conference has increased by 78 
percent and African corporate 
participation by 17 percent.

The conference, which began 

on 22 June and will end on 
26 June 2020, is being hosted 
against the backdrop of an 
uncertain environment as 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
national lockdowns remain 
very much in the fore. With the 
impact of the current crisis in 
mind, participants will access 
significant opportunities to 
collaborate and exchange fresh 
ideas, helping to drive growth on 
the continent.

The Africa Investors 
Conference was first held in 2010 
and for the past nine years has 
been hosted at Standard Bank’s 
offices in the City of London.

Vogel says Covid-19 will have a 
fundamental impact on Africa, as 
for the rest of the world, making 
it more important than ever 
for Standard Bank and ICBC 

Standard Bank to stimulate 
discussions between Africa’s 
top companies and institutional 
investors to help identify 
opportunities and stimulate 
growth in and across the African 
continent.  

Present at the conference 
are what Vogel deems the top 
calibre corporates from across 
the continent, representing a 
broad range of sectors, including 
financial services, healthcare, 
power, transport, mining, 
construction, chemicals, leisure, 
telecoms, food and retail. He 
says they expect over 450 
delegates to attend, ranging from 
government ministers, central 
bankers, investors and corporates 
from across numerous African 
countries. 

“We are excited to partner 

with Standard Bank on this 
event,” says Lillian Barnard, 
Managing Director, Microsoft 
South Africa.  “While this 
unprecedented time has 
driven increased demand for 
digital engagement platforms, 
we anticipate that this kind 
of experience is set to shape 
conferences of this nature for 
the future.”

This year’s event comes 
ahead of the highly anticipated 
launch of the African 
Continental Free-Trade Area 
(AfCFTA), which will boost 
intra-African trade and local 
economies. While the trading 
bloc’s implementation has 
been delayed due to Covid-19, 
its launch is expected to have 
a transformative impact on 
African economies

sTAnDARD GROuP HARnEssEs HEALTHy 
RETuRns AMID COVID sCARRInG

•	Hosts	10th Africa Investors Conference ahead of the highly anticipated launch of the African Continental Free-Trade Area

At Orange Botswana, the 
adjustment began with the 
operator’s launch of 4G+ 
technology to the Botswana 
market. According to Orange, 
the 4G+ technology is already 
rolled out in Greater Gaborone 
and Francistown areas and will 
be available in most parts of the 
country in both urban and rural 
areas. “This will allow customers 
to experience better streaming, 
faster downloads, quicker 
browsing, as well as quicker 
sending and receiving of big 
files,” says Orange. The company 
introduced these new offers to 
allow customers to experience 
the new 4G+ technology without 
having limit worries, it adds. 
The packages include All My 
Friends for which daily volume 
has increased from 200MB to 
500MB for all bundles. Orange 
has also reported a slash of up 
to 70 percent in All My Internet 
bundles pricing.

According to a report by the 
Independent Online, a report 

compiled by the Independent 
Communications Authority of 
South Africa (Icasa) in 2018 
compared the cost of data in 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa, the BRICS nations, 
looking at the price of 500MB, 
1GB and 2GB packages in each 
country and comparing them. 

China was reported to be 
the most expensive region to 
buy data with 500MB costing 
$28.75 on average. In the SADC 
region, the country with the 
most expensive data is Botswana 
where 500MB will cost you 
$26.95 and in Zimbabwe where 
1GB and 2GB of data cost $30 
and $50 respectively.

According to the World 
Bank, Broadband or high-speed 
Internet access is not a luxury but 
a basic necessity for economic 
and human development in 
both developed and developing 
countries. The World Bank says 
this is a powerful tool for delivery 
of essential services such as 
education and healthcare. It also 
offers increased opportunities 
for women's empowerment and 
environmental sustainability 
and contributes to enhanced 
government transparency and 
accountability. It helps foster 
the social development of 
communities, including within 
the broader global context.

However, says the World 
Bank, only about 35 percent of 
the population in developing 
countries has access to the 
Internet when compared to 
about 80 percent in advanced 
economies. 

PERATORs fInALLy 
 COMPLAInTs
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

BIUST | Driving Change
www.biust.ac.bw

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR/SENIOR LECTURER IN FORENSIC BIOLOGY 

(1 POSITION) AND A LECTURER IN FORENSIC BIOLOGY

(1 POSITION)

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE PER POSITION

Minimum requirements

1) ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

•  A PhD in Forensic Sciences or MSc in Forensic Science and PhD in a related 

discipline or PhD in related discipline and professional experience in Forensic 

Biology.

•  A minimum of six (6) years post-doctoral experience of Forensic Science 
teaching and research.

•  Experience in design of a Forensic Science curriculum commensurate with 
international standards will be an added advantage.

•  Proven specialist knowledge and experience in the forensic analysis of DNA 
evidence, DNA profiling, forensic genetics; the applications and use of various 
forensic science laboratory techniques as well as statistical interpretations.

•   Must be knowledgeable in the investigation and handling of various types of 
crime scenes.

•    Ability to teach forensic entomology, forensic botany, wildlife forensics and next 
generation sequencing.

•    Must be able to set-up and supervise a DNA laboratory.
•    A record of recent and continued publications in Forensic Biology (minimum of 

16 publications in reputable peer reviewed journals).
•    Should be able to teach introductory forensic science courses.
•    Successful supervision of postgraduate students at the Master and Doctoral 
     level.
•    Record of attracting research grants.
•    Demonstrated and sustained excellent leadership in academic and professional
      field.

2. SENIOR LECTURER

•  A PhD in Forensic Sciences or MSc in Forensic Science and PhD in a related 
discipline or PhD in related discipline and professional experience in Forensic 

Biology.

•  A minimum of two (2) years post-doctoral experience of Forensic Science 
teaching and research.

•  Experience in design of a Forensic Science curriculum commensurate with 
international standards will be an added advantage.

•  Proven specialist knowledge and experience in the forensic analysis of DNA 
evidence, DNA profiling, forensic genetics; the applications and use of various 
forensic science laboratory techniques as well as statistical interpretations.

•  Must be knowledgeable in the investigation and handling of various types of 
crime scenes.

•   Ability to teach forensic entomology, forensic botany, wildlife forensics and next 
generation sequencing.

•   Must be able to set-up and supervise a DNA laboratory.
•  A record of recent and continued publications in Forensic Biology and other 

forensic fields (minimum of 8 publications in reputable peer reviewed journals).
•   Should be able to teach introductory forensic science courses.
•   Successful supervision of postgraduate students at the Master and Doctoral 
     level is an added advantage.
•    Record of attracting research grants is an added advantage.
•    Demonstrated and sustained excellent leadership in academic and Professional 

field is an added advantage.

3. LECTURER IN FORENSIC BIOLOGY

•     A PhD in Forensic Sciences or MSc in Forensic Science and PhD in a related
discipline or PhD in related discipline and professional experience in Forensic

Biology.

•     Proven specialist knowledge and experience in the forensic analysis of DNA
evidence, DNA profiling, forensic genetics, the applications and use of
various forensic science laboratory techniques as well as statistical
interpretations.

•     Must be knowledgeable in the investigation and handling of various types of
       crime scenes.

•     Ability to teach forensic entomology, forensic botany, wildlife forensics and
      next generation sequencing.

•     Should be able to teach introductory forensic science courses.
•     Should be able to set-up and supervise a DNA laboratory.
•     Teaching experience and supervision of undergraduate and postgraduate

students will be considered as added advantages.
•     Record of attracting research grants is an added advantage.
•     Demonstrated and sustained excellent leadership in academic and

Professional field is an added advantage.
•     Research and publications will be considered as added advantage.

KEY COMPETENCIES/ SKILLS

•     In depth understanding of own specialization to enable the development of
new knowledge, innovation and understanding within the field.

•     Ability to prepare and submit proposals and applications to external bodies’
e.g. for funding and accreditation purposes.

•     Understanding of academic management structures and their functioning
•     Excellent knowledge of the international academic discipline environment.
•     Involvement in professional activities where applicable
•     Effective communication skills

The University offers an attractive package commensurate with qualification and
experience.

If you meet the requirements of the above stated positions please send your
application letter and detailed Curriculum Vitae including at least three (3) recent
professional references to;

Director, Human Resources at the email address below.

recruitment.chemforensic@biust.ac.bw

Closing date for the advertisement is 12th July 2020

ONLY SHORTLISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE RESPONDED TO.

For any further enquiries, you may call Ms. Taolo or Ms. Mogwera at 4931307/
4931308

The University is looking for qualified and experienced individuals for the below stated positions; The positions are tenable at the BIUST both positions are offered on fixed 
term contract of five (5) years or pensionable terms.

FACULTY OF SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL AND FORENSIC SCIENCES
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA 

HELD AT GABORONE

              CASE NO: CVHGB-003686-15

In the matter between:

SPACE ART ARCHITECTS (PTY) LTD       

and

JOHANNAH PRISCILLA PULE    

CECILIA KELETLHOKILE RAMANNO  

SURVEYING SERVICES BOTSWANA (PTY) LTD

 

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE pursuant to the Judgment granted by the Honourable Court the following 

immovable property of the 1st Defendant will be sold by public auction by Deputy Sheriff D.J Moyo of Cell No: 72 

192 666 to the highest bidder as follows: 

DATE OF SALE: 24th July 2020

TIME OF SALE: 10:00hours 

PLACE OF SALE: Tribal Lot 2858, Mogoditshane.                 

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD : Defendant’s rights, title and interest on a certain piece of land being Tribal Lot 2858, 

Mogoditshane measuring  3107m2 with developments thereon being a three (3)  Bedroomed House, one (1) 

round rondavel house and  one (1) separate room.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Cash or Bank guaranteed cheque otherwise details and conditions of sale may be 

inspected at the Plaintiff’s Attorneys’ offices or Deputy Sheriff’s office situated at Plot 12597, Marapo St. Taung, 
Gaborone.

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 8TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

DEPUTY SHERIFF D. J. MOYO c/o 

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 387, Independence Avenue  

Private Bag Bo 177

GABORONE

(TS/lr/10314)

Plaintiff

1st Defendant

2nd Defendant

3rd Defendant

together with developments  thereon being a main house with a 3 bedroom master en-suit, fitted kitchen, sitting room, 

offices or Deputy Sheriff’s Office situated at Plot 387, Independence Avenue, Gaborone.

       

	  

	  

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT GABORONE

Case No: CVHGB-004109-18
In the matter between:
KAGO RAPULA MOKOTEDI                                                                                                                    Plaintiff
And      
ONE NIGEL MOTLOGELWA                                                                                         Defendant 
 

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a judgment granted by the Honourable Court, the following 
immovable property hereunder of the Defendant will be sold by public action by Deputy Sheriff Onkgopotse 
Motlhagodi to the highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE:                     27th July 2020;
TIME OF SALE:                      1030 hours
PLACE OF SALE:                   Lot No. 2121, Metlhabeng, Tlokweng; 

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD: Defendant’s right, title and interest on a certain piece of land being Lot No. 2121, 
Metlhabeng, Tlokweng, measuring 995m2 (Nine Hundred and Ninety-Five Square Metres), together with development 
thereon being an incomplete 4 bedroomed house (ensuite), kitchen, dining room, sitting room, 3 toilets, bath and 
shower, double garage, attached room with toilet and shower, fenced, 1 roomed house; 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Cash or bank guaranteed cheque otherwise detailed conditions of sale may be inspected 
at the Plaintiff’s Attorneys’ office.

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 17TH DAY OF JUNE, 2020. 
  
DEPUTY SHERIFF ONKGOPOTSE MOTLHAGODI, 
c/o MBEWE LEGAL PRACTICE,
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, Plot 20620,
 Acts House, Broadhurst Industrial, 
P O Box 81556, GABORONE. 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA

HELD AT LOBATSE    

In the matter between:

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BOTSWANA LIMITED   

and

ROLL-UP INVESTMENTS (PTY) LIMITED

T/A EXTRA MILE EXPRESS 

GOODWILL KEALEBOGA SIMAKANE 

JOY SIMAKANE

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable 

Court, the following immovable property will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF MOLEBI 

GALEITSIWE to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE     : FRIDAY, 17TH JULY 2020

TIME      : 10:30 HOURS

VENUE      : TRIBAL LOT 1235 MOSHUPA

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : The rights and interest of the Second Defendant in a certain piece of 

land being Lot 1235, Moshupa situated in the Bangwaketse Tribal Territory, measuring 999m2 (Nine 

Hundred and Ninety-Nine Square Meters), and held under Deed of Transfer No. 1354 /2010 dated 

21st April 2010 and made in favour of the Second Defendant together with any and all improvements 

thereon.

TERMS OF SALE  :  Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted. The Conditions of Sale 

may be viewed at the office of Plaintiff’s attorneys.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS THE 9TH DAY OF JUNE 2020.

    OSEI-OFEI SWABI & CO.

    Plaintiff’s Attorneys

    First Floor, Unit 18, Kgale Mews

    Gaborone International Finance Park,
    P O Box 403506, GABORONE

    (Ref: JR.kkb.006536) 
    Deputy Sheriff Molebi Galeitsiwe 

    [Cell no. 71632036]

Plaintiff

First Defendant

Second Defendant

Third Defendant

CVHLB-002404-11

JUDGE-GAONGALELWE

Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and India, all 
considered high-risk. The bans on 
tourists from the industry’s major 
target markets (USA, Europe, 
UK) means that no such tourists 
can enter the country, Derek de 
la Harpe, Wilderness Holdings’ 
Commercial Director and Head 
of Risk Management, previously 
has told this publication. He 
worried that this means that all 
revenue from tourists from these 
markets will cease.  In addition, 
he said the fact that there is no 
clarity on when these bans will 
end and when foreign tourists 
will be willing and able to visit 
Botswana again means that there 
is considerable uncertainty as 

to how long this situation will 
persist for.

Wilderness is the largest eco-
tourism outfit in Botswana, 
employing about 1100 individuals 
in Botswana only, most of which 
are Batswana. Statistics show that 
Botswana is a key market for the 
group, generating more than half 
of its revenue, thanks to its camps 
which are situated in sprawling 
grassy plains that flood seasonally, 
becoming a lush animal habitat.

Since Wilderness is looking 
at a scenario where there could 
be little to no revenue into its 
business, extending into at least 
the first part of what would 
normally be the busy season, it 
stands to reason that financial 
performance will be seriously 

negatively impacted, effective 
immediately. In response, the 
group’s areas such as discretionary 
expenditure were to be reviewed. 
Wilderness’ largest cost is staff, 
and here the group had said they 
would need to very seriously 
investigate options for both them 
as the employer and staff as the 
engine room of the organisation. 
In circumstances where there is 
little that can be done to protect 
or increase revenue, De la Harpe 
had earlier warned that all that 
can be done is act immediately to 
reduce costs significantly.

On the other hand, Chobe 
Holdings’ CEO Jonathan Gibson 
had told this publication that it 
was fortunate to have in reserve 

the financial resources 
on hand to avoid any 
notion of retrenching 
staff. Whilst the majority 
of staff were allowed to 
take paid leave, others 
were kept on to secure 
and maintain properties 
to the highest standards 
to ensure that when 
travel restrictions are 
lifted, the Chobe Group 
can recover quickly 
and seamlessly. Whilst 
Chobe understands the 
pandemic will be felt for 
some time to come, the 
CEO said they would 
continue to re-evaluate 
the situation in order to 
emerge strongly from the 
crisis.

In 2018, Chobe and 
Wilderness were the top 
two performers on the 
BSE, appreciating by 
more than 14 percent 

and 11 percent respectively. At 
that time, tourism was tipped to 
be the next big industry. Tourism 
services, especially with Chobe 
and Wilderness, generate revenue 
in dollars, otherwise known 
as the greenback. The dollar is 
historically proven to be a safe 
haven and had been maintaining 
a stellar performance even amidst 
US president Trump’s rhetorics. 

Tourism itself was considered 
one of the fastest growing 
industries estimated at 10.4 
percent of total global GDP, 
according to the World Travel & 
Tourism Council. Most analysts 
argued that tourism itself is a 
good business model with low 
capital expenditure, which 
translates into high revenue 
growth.  The industry’s growth 
is tied to the performance of the 
global economy. Global growth, it 
appears, was poised to continue, 
boosting the industry to new 
heights in 2019 as envisaged by 
the World Travel and Tourism 
Council. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) projected global 
performance to stay strong at 3.7 
percent in 2018 and 2019. This 
supported tourism, consequently 
benefitting Wilderness and 
Chobe despite reported domestic 
political risks and trade issues, 
particularly trade triggers 
between the world’s largest 
economies, the US and China. 
But most analysts did not expect 
a recession before 2020. 

Global output (GDP) is forecast 
by the IMF to contract by 3 percent 
in 2020 while the contraction 
in domestic output is estimated 
at 13.1 percent. These compare 

fROM CHOBE InTO THE WILDERnEss
from page 09

with pre-Covid estimates of 
3.3 percent for global growth 
and 4.4 percent for Botswana. 
“There have been significant 
disruptions to productive 
capacity and consequent loss of 
income in certain key sectors of 
the Botswana economy. These 
include agriculture, mining, 
trade hotels & restaurants, 
finance and business services, 
manufacturing, and transport 
& communications, although 
the duration and magnitude of 
the disruption is likely to vary 
considerably between sectors,” 
says the finance ministry, adding 
that the disruption is mainly due 
to the lockdowns, restrictions 
and other measures aimed at 
mitigating the spread of the virus, 
which has entailed widespread 
curtailment of production, travel 
and consumption. 

The experts say the likelihood 
of a deep global recession in 2020 
and uncertainty over the pace 
of recovery in 2021 and beyond 
constitute an economic crisis that 
is more serious than ever before 
experienced by most people 
in Botswana and elsewhere. 
Nevertheless, the finance ministry 
says the crisis also represents 
an opportunity to bring about 
positive structural change, and 
perhaps to take much-needed 
decisions and implement policies 
that might have been difficult 
under normal circumstances, 
and to accelerate transformation 
from a mineral-led, public-sector 
dominated economy to a more 
diversified, export-led private 
sector economy.
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ASTON MARTIN 
VANTAGE COUPE 

It's ore than just 
a beauty, It's an 
all-around charmer

W
e've been told, but 
sadly unable to 
confirm through 

personal experience, that it can 
be a burden to be too beautiful. 
Nobody focuses on your skills, 
only your looks. If that's true, 
the aston martin Vantage is 
going to develop a complex. 
everywhere we went in it led 
to a conversation, and that 
conversation was always some 
variation of, "Wow, that is a 
beautiful car. No, really, that 
is a really beautiful car." poor 
Vantage. Nobody cares that it's 
quick, clever, and customizable. 
they just want to talk about its 
body. 

What a body it is, though. 
the Vantage has the taut 
haunches of a crouched cat, 
stretching forward into the lean 
menace of a predatory fish, and 
if that combo of fish cat doesn't 
sound appealing on the page, 
we assure you that it's a stunner 
on the road. at a time when 
most performance vehicles look 
like cheese graters, and most 
other vehicles look like shoes—
or the boxes they came in—the 
Vantage manages to channel the 
elegance of a silver tea set, if tea 
sets were fast and made nice 
rumbly sounds. 

Lovely as it is, $156,081 to 
start and $172,169 as equipped 
is a lot to pay just to have a 
nice shape in the garage. Can 
the Vantage, with its amg 
hand-me-down engine and 
infotainment system, deliver 
on the promise of its pretty 
profile? Would you accept 
mostly? We have no complaints 
about the 503-hp twin-turbo 
4.0-liter V-8's performance. 
the last Vantage we tested went 
from zero to 60 mph in 3.3 
seconds and ran the quarter-
mile in 11.5, which doesn't 
make it the quickest kid on 
the block these days, but it's 
fast enough to make your eyes 
wide and your grin wider. the 
default Sport mode is a little 
sluggish on throttle response, 
but one click up into Sport plus 
is perfect for vigorous street 
driving. press hard for those 
inputs: the steering-wheel-
mounted buttons for changing 
engine and suspension modes 
require a firm hand, ensuring 
you don't accidentally ramp up 
the throttle response halfway 
through the Starbucks drive-
through. 

once you've got those sticky 
buttons defeated and Sport 
plus engaged, the Vantage 
gives a little shake like a dog 
after a bath, growling louder 
and holding shifts longer, the 

exhaust popping happily on 
deceleration. Wound out, the 
Vantage sounds amazing, an 
energizing drumbeat to match 
the whoosh of scenery going by, 
but at cruising speeds it sounds 
a bit like a toddler blowing 
bubbles in milk. Clearly, the 
answer is to stay on the throttle. 
one step above Sport plus is 
track mode, which holds gears 
even longer and burbles its milk 
even louder. 

the suspension also offers 
three modes, although the 
differences between each one 
are much less noticeable than 
on the engine side. moving 
from Sport to Sport plus makes 
the ride perhaps a bit stiffer. 
In general, the ride quality is 
sportive but not punishing. 
the Vantage offers the kind 
of deceptive performance that 
doesn't feel fast until you pass 
one of those electronic speed-
warning signs and the thing 
flashes triple digits at you like a 
giant accusatory Lite-Brite. 

the Vantage requires some 
work from its driver (as it 
should), but it isn't nervous or 
exhausting. there's no battle 
to stay between the lines. the 
only disappointing aspects from 
a driving perspective are the 
soft brake pedal and a massive 
forward blind spot. the brakes 
stop the Vantage adequately, 

we just wish they did so a 
little earlier in the pedal travel. 
aston does offer carbon-
ceramic brakes, which previous 
reviewers have complained 
were too grabby, so pick 
your poison. the blind spot, 
ironically, is the fault of the side 
mirrors, which stand far off the 
fenders to provide a rearward 
look past the aston's hips but 
block your view of cross traffic 
at intersections. on the plus 
side, should you decide to pull 
a trailer with your Vantage, the 
tow mirrors are already there. 

aston martin is as inconsistent 
with its interiors as it is dialed 
in with its exteriors. the overall 
cabin design is decadent in its 
simplicity, like a designer white 
t-shirt. It drapes well, you look 
good in it, and there's nothing 
splashy about it. there's not 
much small-item storage 
around the seats, nor is there 
a glovebox. It does have a neat 
shelf running behind the seats 
for jackets or small bags, and the 
rear hatch opens into a roomy 
10 cubic feet, double that of a 
porsche 911. the Vantage can be 
configured to the buyer's taste, 
which means as much or as 
little carbon fiber and alcantara 
as you want, with leather and 
contrast stitching ranging from 
class to flash. Unfortunately, 
those surfaces not covered in 

leather or carbon are rendered 
in dull black plastic. It's a small 
complaint, but this car has too 
big a price tag to leave any 
touch points untouched. the 
pushbutton shifter should be a 
tactile delight, and instead its 
plain black plastic circles suffer 
in comparison to the system 
in a 1964 Dodge Dart. at least 
the Dart had chrome around 
the buttons. Stepping up to 
the amr model gets you glass 
buttons—or the ability to ditch 
the push buttons altogether 
in favor of the manual shifter 
option—but it's a shame that 
aston didn't make that extra 
effort on the non-amr models. 
If the cockpit was a little 
plusher, we'd overlook the lack 
of a touchscreen infotainment 
system and apple Carplay or 
android auto compatibility. 

aston martin has a hard 
road ahead, a road filled with 
porsche 911s that are quicker 
and mercedes-amgs that are 
better equipped. the Vantage 
can't compete head to head on 
price or performance. What it 
does offer is personality. It's not 
hard to imagine pulling into a 
car show to park amongst a 
sea of german sports cars. the 
aston would part the waters 
and turn every head in the lot. 
It's quick, it's charming, and 
boy, is it beautiful.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED       

and

BOITEKO ENTERPRISES (PROPRIETARY)LIMITED

MICHAEL OUPA MATENGE 

FLORAH M. MATENGE

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable Court, the following Immovable property 

will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF NONOFO MABINA to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE  : THURSDAY, 13th AUGUST 2020

TIME OF SALE  : 10:30AM 

PLACE OF SALE : TRIBAL LOT 1391,TLOKWENG                  

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : 

IMMOVABLES  : 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted. 

    A refundable Deposit to be paid before the sale.

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 8TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

BAOLEKI ATTORNEYS

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 131, Unit 11, Nkwe Square

Gaborone International Finance Park,

P O Box 45111

GABORONE

(Ref: MMB/nm/001570)

Deputy Sheriff Nonofo  Mabina  Cell no. 71657100/71801582

Plaintiff

1st Defendant

2nd Defendant

3rd Defendant

A Certain Piece of Land being Tribal Lot 1391, Tlokweng, situate at Tlokweng in the Batlokwa Tribal 

Territory, measuring 2093m2,held under Notarial Deed of Cession No. MA 210/2004 dated the 2nd  day 

of July 2004 made in favour of BOITEKO ENTERPRISES (PROPRIETARY)LIMITED together with the 

developments thereon.  

CVHGB – 001706-17

JUDGE – NTHOMIWA

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED       

and

BOITEKO ENTERPRISES (PROPRIETARY)LIMITED

MICHAEL OUPA MATENGE 

FLORAH M. MATENGE

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable Court, the following Immovable property 

will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF NONOFO MABINA to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE  : FRIDAY, 7th AUGUST 2020

TIME OF SALE  : 14:30 HOURS 

PLACE OF SALE : PORTION 19, A PORTION OF PORTION 2 OF THE FARM KENMOIR NO.1-KP      

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : 

IMMOVABLES  : 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted. 

    A refundable Deposit to be paid before the sale.

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

BAOLEKI ATTORNEYS

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 131, Unit 11, Nkwe Square

Gaborone International Finance Park,

P O Box 45111

GABORONE

(Ref: MMB/nm/001570)

Deputy Sheriff Nonofo  Mabina  Cell no. 71657100/71801582

Plaintiff

1st Defendant

2nd Defendant

3rd Defendant

A Certain Piece of Land being Portion 19, A Portion of Portion 2 of the Farm Kenmoir No. 1-KP situate in 

the South East Administrative District, measuring 4,000ha, held under Deed of Transfer No. 1271/2008 

dated the 4th day of June 2008 made in favour of BOITEKO ENTERPRISES (PROPRIETARY)LIMITED 

together with the developments thereon.  

CVHGB – 001706-17

JUDGE – NTHOMIWA

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED       

and

GONTSE GAOTHOBOGWE

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable Court, the following Immovable property 

will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF MOLEBI GALEITSIWE to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE  : FRIDAY, 14th AUGUST 2020

TIME OF SALE  : 10:30AM 

PLACE OF SALE : TRIBAL LOT 296, MORWA              

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : 

IMMOVABLES  : 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted. 

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

BAOLEKI ATTORNEYS

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 131, Unit 11, Nkwe Square

Gaborone International Finance Park,

P O Box 45111

GABORONE

(Ref: MMB/nm/001522)

Deputy Sheriff Molebi Galeitsiwe

Cell no. 71632036/3975580

Plaintiff

Defendant

A Certain Piece of Land being Tribal Lot 296, Morwa, Situate at Morwa in the Bakgatla Tribal Territory 

measuring 797m2 comprising of a Two and a half roomed house with wired fence. 

CVHGB – 00500 -17

JUDGE –  NTHOMIWA  

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED       

and

MERCY MOLEFE

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable Court, the following Immovable property 

will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF NONOFO MABINA to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE  : FRIDAY, 13th AUGUST 2020

TIME OF SALE  : 14:30AM 

PLACE OF SALE : TRIBAL LOT 306, RASESA                

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : 

IMMOVABLES  : 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted. 

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

BAOLEKI ATTORNEYS

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 131, Unit 11, Nkwe Square

Gaborone International Finance Park,

P O Box 45111

GABORONE

(Ref: MMB/nm/001271)

Deputy Sheriff Nonofo  Mabina 

Cell no. 71657100/71801582

Plaintiff

Defendant

A Certain Piece of Land being Tribal Lot 306, Rasesa, Situate in the Bakgatla Tribal Territory  measuring  

1869m2 comprising of  Master en-suite, 2x bedrooms, fitted kitchen, Bathroom and toilet, sitting room, 
Dining room, Single Garage, Servants Quarter, Screen Wall, Sliding Gate and Paved, held under 

Memorandum of Agreement of Lease No.  TL 452/2011 dated the 5th May 2011 made in favour of 

MERCY MOLEFE.

CVHGB – 002292 -16

JUDGE –  RADIJENG

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

              CVHGB-001542-16

In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED       

and

PATSIMO SENDY LEBORO

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable Court, the following immovable property 

will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF NONOFO MABINA to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE  : FRIDAY, 28th AUGUST 2020

TIME OF SALE  : 14:30hours 

PLACE OF SALE : TRIBAL LOT 3067, KANYE;                 

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted.

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

BAOLEKI ATTORNEYS

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 131, Unit 11, Nkwe Square

Gaborone International Finance Park,

P O Box 45111

GABORONE

(Ref: MMB/nm/00907)

Deputy Sheriff Nonofo  Mabina

Cell no. 71657100/71801582

Plaintiff

Defendant

The Defendant’s rights, title and interests in Tribal Lot 3067, Kanye, situate at Kanye in the Bangwaketse 

Tribal Territory, measuring 2599m2, which property is held under Notarial Deed of Cession Number MA 

208/2013 dated the 27th day of March 2013 made in favour of PATSIMO SENDY LEBORO comprising 

of a Three bedroomed house (Tiled), sitting room, kitchen, dining room, toilet and bathroom, electricity 

and water, fenced yard.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED       

and

BOITEKO ENTERPRISES (PROPRIETARY)LIMITED

MICHAEL OUPA MATENGE 

FLORAH M. MATENGE

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a Judgment granted by the above Honourable Court, the following Immovable property 

will be sold by public auction by DEPUTY SHERIFF NONOFO MABINA to the highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE  : FRIDAY, 14th AUGUST 2020

TIME OF SALE  : 10:30 AM

PLACE OF SALE : BROADHURST MAGISTRATE COURT     

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD  : 

MOVABLES  : 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : Only cash or bank guaranteed cheques will be accepted. 

    A refundable Deposit to be paid before the sale.

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE 2020   

  

BAOLEKI ATTORNEYS

Plaintiff’s Attorneys

Plot 131, Unit 11, Nkwe Square

Gaborone International Finance Park,

P O Box 45111

GABORONE

(Ref: MMB/nm/001570)

Deputy Sheriff Nonofo  Mabina  Cell no. 71657100/71801582

Plaintiff

1st Defendant

2nd Defendant

3rd Defendant

1x2 Base Bed with drawers, 1xSony Music System, 1xCoffee Table, 1x3 Piece Black Sofas, 1xcouch, 

1x TV Stand, 1xBlack Sofa, 1xWhite Sofa, 1x5Cooler Boxes, 1x2 white sofas, 1xSony Plasma TV, 4 

Stools, 1x2 laundry basket, 1xDefy Fridge, 1 x KIC Deeper Freezer, 1x2 Black Stools, 1x Samsung 

Fridge, 1x Chair, 1x 2 Wooden Drawers and 1x10 Pictures

CVHGB – 001706-17

JUDGE – NTHOMIWA
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You can protect 

Yourself and help 

prevent spreading 

the virus, staY hoMe

•	 Wash	your	hands	regularly	for	20	seconds,	with	soap	and	water
•	 Cover	your	nose	and	mouth	with	a	disposable	tissue	when	you	cough	or	sneeze
•	 Avoid	close	contact	(1	meter)	with	people	who	are	unwell
•	 Stay	home	and	self-isolate	from	others	in	the	household	if	you	feel	unwell


