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THE AFRICAN STORY

Botswana’s ministry of heatlh 
and wellness has revealed plans 
to embark on community testing 
for the covid-19, targetting 20 
000 people in five different 
areas around the country to 
have representaive samples. 
This comes in the backdrop 
of the country registering 15 
confirmed cases, and one death, 
and also clearing over 3587 
people who were on quarantine 
after testing negative.

Giving an update on Thursday 
last week, Health minster Dr 
Lemogang Kwape said the 
health staff who will embark 
on community testing across 
the country were undergoing 
training and the exercise was 
expected to start this week. 
Health ministry will work in 
collaboration with Statistics 
Botswana to help with sampling 
methods.

As of April 16, Botswana 
had tested and resulted 3602 
people out of which 3587 
tested negative, while 15 tested 
positive with one death. 207 
waiting results. The number 
people had on quarantine 2573 
were 2022 released, while 541 
remain in quarantine and more 
than 208 in home isolation. The 

number of case was an increase 
of 2 new cases.

Kwape said they are now 
scaling up their community 
testing, as the numbers of people 
presenting with symptoms 
have declined, adding that 
sample testing with a target 
of 20 000 people will give the 
health authorities an idea on the 
movement and dynamics of the 
virus. He said where the virus is 
found within a certain sample 
area, they will contain it there 
and test everyone within that 
locality to prevent its spread. 

The Director of Health 
Dr Malaki Tshipayagae has 
said results of the Covid-19 
community testing which has 
been set to begin this week, will 
be ready in two weeks.

He said the initial 20 000 tests 
will cover the greater Gaborone 
area, Greater Francistown, 
Maun, Kasane and Ghanzi, 
adding that these areas have 
been selected on the basis that 
they are major ports of entry 
in the country. Tshipayagae 
further said Gaborone will take 
up most sample tests at 13 000, 
and the rest will be spread 
across the remaining areas.

He further said the public 

health director said for areas 
where there are already cases 
confirmed, contact tracing 
has been done with a greater 
sample volume, adding that 
community testing will be rolled 
out to these areas and others.

Meanwhile  the  World 
Health Organisation has 
continually expressed its 
concerns of Africa’s apparent 
unpreparedness to effectively 
deal with coronavirus, owing 
to its weak health systems. 

WHO Africa regional Director 
Dr Matshidiso Moeti has in 
her various online updates 
expressed that the capability by 
African countries to test more 
people and also make follow 
up to those who test positive 
and their contacts to manage 
the virus.

As of Friday last week, 
April 17, there were more 
than over 18,000 confirmed 
cases of coronavirus across 
the continent, with a number 
of African countries imposing 
a range of prevention and 
containment measures against 
the spread of the pandemic. 
The whole of Africa has rising 
cases with only two countries 
holding out.

“COVID-19 has the potential 
not only to cause thousands 
of deaths, but to also unleash 
economic and social devastation. 
Its spread beyond major cities 
means the opening of a new 
front in our fight against this 
virus,” Dr Moeti has said of the 
Africa situation.

“This requires a decentralised 
response, which is tailored to 
the local context. Communities 
need to be empowered, and 
provincial and district levels of 
government need to ensure they 
have the resources and expertise 
to respond to outbreaks locally.”

The regional office has 
further said it is working with 
governments across Africa to 
scale up their capacities in 
critical response areas such 
as coordination, surveillance, 
test ing,  isolat ion,  case 
management, contact tracing, 
infection prevention and 
control, risk communication 
and community engagement, 
and laboratory capacity. 
Ghana, Kenya, Ethiopia, Egypt, 
Morocco, Tunisia and Nigeria 
have expanded national testing 
to multiple labs, allowing for 
decentralized testing. 

BotswanaBotswana
Scales Up TestingScales Up Testing
Targets 20 000 InTargets 20 000 In
Community Sample TestingCommunity Sample Testing  
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Many African countries have 
imposed lockdown measures 
stricter than countries in Europe 
and Asia in a bid to contain the 
spread of the new coronavirus. 
But, due to the significant 
variation in living conditions 
on the continent, implementing 
these measures is likely to be 
more difficult in some places 
than others. 

This presents a significant 
challenge for the police. Should 
they rigidly enforce social 
distancing and other measures, 
or should they be more cognisant 
of the local context?

A significant proportion of 
Africans live in high population 
density slums and townships 
or urban areas. Effective social 
distancing is impossible because 
of overcrowding and poor 
sanitation. 

“Lockdown”, as it is meant 
in wealthy Western nations, is 

therefore simply impossible in 
overcrowded conditions with 
no sanitation. 

Even where a semblance of 
lockdown is physically possible, 
many people in Africa live in 
poverty, on a hand-to-mouth 
basis. For them a lockdown is 
not an option because it means 
loss of the means to live. Over 
330 million Africans, out of a 
population of 1,3 billion, already 
live in hunger. Often the need 
to eat forces people out of their 
houses. 

How should police respond to 
regulations that are effectively 
impossible to enforce strictly, 
and how should they respond 
to non-compliance? 

Many countries across the 
continent, for example South 
Africa, Rwanda, Kenya and 
Uganda, have deployed police, 
and in some cases the army, to 
enforce lockdowns, in many 

instances using heavy-handed 
tactics. 

However, heavy-handed 
p ol i c i n g  w i l l  n o t  s l o w 
transmission of COVID-19. 
What’s needed is a harm-
reduction approach. Nested 
in a concern for human rights 
and sensitive to the context 
individuals find themselves in, 
harm reduction encapsulates the 
range of pragmatic and practical 
steps to lessen the impact of 
inherently harmful behaviours 
or situations.

In policing, harm reduction 
approaches have been used 
successfully in response to 
substance use and have wider 
application to a range of other 
contexts, including pandemics. 

In an African context, this 
could relieve security services 
of the expectation to achieve 
the impossible, and would allow 
citizens to inform the design of 

responses that are effective in 
the context. 

Heavy handed
The justification for imposing 

lockdowns is to protect the 
population from a disease that 
continues to spread in most 
countries across the world. 
That public-health goal must 
be kept in mind when deciding 
policing strategy, especially if 
leaders are to avoid suspicion 
of seizing an opportunity to 
display strength or extend the 
reach of the state. 

Unfortunately, as noted, 
police have all too frequently 
taken a heavy-handed strict 
enforcement approach towards 
lockdown regulations. Some, 
such as in South Africa and 
Uganda, have employed brutal 
force to achieve compliance. This 
has led to a number of deaths.

In South Africa, this is despite 
clear instructions to the contrary 
from President Cyril Ramaphosa.

Violations of human rights to 
this extent are not warranted 
as they fail to consider the 
difficulty of compliance for 
many citizens. They may also 
be counterproductive, resulting 
in more public order problems 
and even in violent protests. This 
has already happened in some 
parts of the continent. 

The excess use of force also 
alienates police from the 
community, reduces trust 
in police, and reduces the 
legitimacy of authority in the 
eyes of ordinary people.

What policing strategies 
should look like

Policing strategies for 
pandemics should be highly 
contextual and dependent on the 
capability, capacity, history and 
local legitimacy of the police. A 
strict securitised enforcement 
model that attempts to enforce, 
to the letter, whatever the 
government suggests, is unlikely 
to work in many contexts. 

Police should be using 
more contextual  harm-
reduction approaches. Their 
responses to violations should 
be proportionate to the 
circumstances, which may make 
compliance untenable. 

I n  “ h a r m - r e d u c t i o n 
approaches”, police would 
attempt to clearly communicate 
social-distancing techniques, 
but would not use forced 
compliance. They would tolerate 
curfew breaking, instead 
seeking to inform and guide 
those breaking curfews, and 
achieve compliance that way.

To achieve active compliance, 
it is often more effective to pose 
problems to a community and 
ask the community to come up 
with the solution than to seek 
to impose a solution devised 
elsewhere. From a procedural 
justice perspective, this gives the 
community an active “voice”. 

This harm reduction approach 
to policing allows for the co-
creation of solutions between 
citizens and state. 

It stands the best chance 
of effectiveness, given the 
impossibility of implementing 
the kind of lockdown that 
appears to have been effective 
elsewhere.

A securitised approach 
is unhelpful where those 
regulations are either impossible 
to implement or ineffective in the 
context, due to overcrowding 
and poor, shared sanitation. 

Heavy-handed policing will be 
recognised as unreasonable and 
will damage the credibility and 
legitimacy of both the police and 
the state at a time when trust is 
of utmost importance. This will 
likely reduce public cooperation, 
leading many to disregard public 
health messages. 

(TheConversation.)

Why Heavy-Handed Policing Won’t Work 
For Lockdowns In Highly Unequal Countries

‘‘Many countries 
across the continent, 
for example South 
Africa, Rwanda, 
Kenya and Uganda, 
have deployed 
police, and in some 
cases the army, to 
enforce lockdowns, 
in many instances 
using heavy-handed 
tactics.
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By Bokani King

Authorities in Botswana and 
South Africa have reported 
an increase in gender based 
violence incidents during lock 
down periods put in place as 
response measures to prevent 
the spread of covid-19. The 
same have been reported around 
the world as most countries 
have effected lock downs where 
people are encouraged to stay in 
their homes. Top among these 
forms of violence are physical 
and sexual violence on women 
and the girl child.

Botswana Police Deputy 
commissioner, Dinah Marathe 
revealed that they have been 
getting more reports of gender-
based violence cases reported 
over the last 2 weeks of extreme 
social distancing. 

According to statistic shared 
by the police, from March 30th to 
April 5th, 23 defilement cases, 22 
rape cases and 2 cases of passion 
killings were recorded. Of the 
23 defilement cases recorded, 7 
were children under 13 years of 
age. The 1 threat to kill case and 
1 case of indecent assault on a 
woman during the same period.

Marathe also revealed that they 
recorded a surge in the number 
of sexual assault cases involving 
children aged 2-13 years, with 
perpetrators being their fathers, 
stepfathers, uncles, brothers 
and other close relatives.

In South Africa, it is reported 
that over 148 people have been 
arrested in 2,300 reports of 
gender-based violence since 
the lockdown started. Nigeria 
reports that about 80 million 
women and girls are trapped 
at home with abusers during 
the lockdown period.

Marathe has however not ruled 

out the possibility of there being 
more incidents of this nature, 
as many cases are not reported. 

Botswana Police reports that 
although most of the reported 
cases are male against female, 
there have been cases reported 
of women violating men, 
highlighting that approximately 
67% of gender-based violence 
cases go unreported.

Botswana Gender Based 
Prevention and Support Centre 
CEO Lorato Moalusi says the 
recent rise in cases of violence 
against women and children is a 
reflection that many families in 

Botswana are dysfunctional. She 
said since the lockdown period, 
22 women and children have 
been admitted at their centres.

Botswana Police recently 
had a Pitso ya Borre campaign 
against gender-based violence 
in Molepolole where Police 
Comissioner  Keabetswe 
Makgophe stated that sometimes 
women are put under pressure 
by friends, family members 
as well financial situations, to 
withdraw their cases.  

Marathe advised the nation to 
use the toll-free number, 0800 
600 144 to report gender-based 
violence which is available across 
all networks, anywhere in the 
country.

Botswana is under a 28 day 
extreme social distancing 
period which started on April 
3 and a 6 months state of public 
emergency, while South Africa 
has extended its initial 21 day 
nationwide lockdown with an 
extra 14 days until April 30.

Botswana currently has 
registered 15 confirmed cases 
of covid-19 and 1 death, while 
South Africa has registered more 
that 2500 cases and 34 deaths 
by Thursday April 16. 

A recent Statement by 
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, 
Executive Director of UN Women 
says that before COVID-19 
existed, domestic violence 
was already one of the greatest 
human rights violations. 

In the previous 12 months, 
243 million women and girls 
(aged 15-49) across the world 
have been subjected to sexual or 
physical violence by an intimate 
partner. 

United Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres has 
urged all governments to make 
the prevention and redress of 
violence against women a key 
part of their national response 
plans for COVID-19. He has 
recommended that governments 
declare shelters as essential 
services and Create safe ways 
for women to seek support, 
without alerting their abusers.

Gender Based Violence 
increases During Lockdowns 

The International Monetary Fund 
is set to provide $11 billion to 32 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
that have requested assistance 
in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic and its impact on 
the region’s economies.

These steps by the IMF and 
its partners -- the World Bank, 

World Health Organization, 
the African Development Bank 
and the African Union -- will 
support domestic measures 
including transfers to vulnerable 
households, monetary and fiscal 
policy responses, Abebe Aemro 
Selassie, the director of the 
lender’s African department, 
said in a statement released 
Wednesday with a regional 
economic outlook.

The unprecedented health and 
economic crises could weigh on 
the region’s growth prospects 
for years to come, according 
to the IMF. Gross domestic 
product is forecast to contract 
by 1.6% in 2020, which will be 
the worst outcome on record. 

Africa needs an immediate 
emergency economic stimulus 
of $100 billion to combat the 
impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic and almost half of 
that could come from waiving 
interest payments, according 
to the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa.

The IMF’s $11 billion provision 
for countries in the region will 
be financed through its rapid-
disbursement instruments and 
debt-relief support of about $300 
million that will be provided this 
year, Selassie told reporters. 
The fund has already disbursed 
money to Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Gabon, Ghana, Madagascar, 
Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, and 

Togo. Globally, the lender has 
approved debt-service relief 
for 25 poor countries to support 
emergency medical and relief 
efforts.

 “Together with the World 
Bank, the IMF is also making the 
case for debt relief from official 
bilateral creditors for those low-
income countries that request 
forbearance,” Selassie said.

Grinding Halt
African countries have 

imposed strict measures to 
contain the virus

In addition to existing support, 
the fund is looking for resources 
to provide grants to countries 
with debt-service payments 
that fall due to the IMF for the 
remainder of the year, Selassie 
said. The move is intended to 
offset debt-service costs and 
create fiscal space for countries 
to respond to health needs, 
he said.

Restrictions to limit the 
movement of people and real 
per-capita income that is 
projected to fall by 3.9% on 
average across the region will 
worsen existing vulnerabilities 
and jeopardize livelihoods at 
a time when policy makers 
have limited fiscal scope to 
respond, Selassie said. While 
the immediate priority is for 
governments across the region 
“to do whatever it takes to ramp 
up public-health expenditures 
to contain the virus outbreak, 
irrespective of the fiscal space 
and debt positions,” fiscal, 
monetary and financial policies 
should be used to protect 
vulnerable people, reduce 
economic losses and support 
a recovery, the lender said. 
Bloomberg.

IMF to Give $11 Billion to 32 
African Nations in Virus Fight
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UNICEF office in Botswana says 
it has noted with concern the 
alarming numbers of children 
who have been raped since the 
beginning of the lockdown. 

“It’s heartbreaking to hear that 
out of 22 rape cases reported, 
7 of them are of children aged 
between 2 and 13 years. In 
addition, the Botswana Police 
Service have registered 23 
cases of defilement in the same 
week,” said Acting UNICEF 
Representative, Sarah Ng’inja.  

UNICEF said it condemns 
in the strongest terms the 
sexual exploitation and abuse 
of children and urges all 
stakeholders to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of children. The 
E Seng Mo Ngwaneng campaign 
which was launched in 2018 
was part of efforts to raise 
awareness of the sexual abuse 
and exploitation of children in 
Botswana. 

“The message is still clear. E 
Seng Mo Ngwaneng!” the Acting 
UNICEF Representative noted.   

In a matter of weeks, COVID-19 
has upended the lives of children 
and families across the country. 
School closures and movement 
restrictions are disrupting 
children’s routines and support 
systems, adding new stressors 
on them and their caregivers. 
Some parents are struggling to 
care for their children and the 
protection risks for children 
are mounting.   

UNICEF has recommended 
that all stakeholders (authorities, 
families, caregivers and 
communities) take concrete 
steps to ensure that protection 
of children is an integral part 
of COVID-19 prevention and 
response measures.

UNICEF says such measures 
included the training health, 
education and child services 
staff on COVID-19 related child 
protection risks, including 
sexual exploitation and abuse 
and how to safely report 
concerns.

I t  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d s 
training first responders on 
how to manage disclosure of 
violence against children and 
collaborate with healthcare 
services to support violence 
survivors, engaging children, 
particularly adolescents, in 
assessing how COVID-19 affects 
them differently to inform 
programming and advocacy.

Further the increase increase 
in information-sharing on 
referral and other support 
services available for children, 
and targeting communities with 
key messages on the prevention 
of any form of violence against 
children especially sexual 
exploitation and abuse (SEA).

U N I C E F  h a s  f u r t h e r 
recommended that support 
be provided to interim care 
centers and families, including 

child-headed households and 
foster families, to emotionally 
support children and engage in 
appropriate self-care as well as 
the provision of financial and 
material assistance to families 
whose income generating 
opportunities have been 
affected.  

The introduction of concrete 
measures to prevent child-
family separation, and ensure 

support for children left alone 
without adequate care due to 
the hospitalization or death of a 
parent or caregiver; and ensuring 
the protection of all children is 
given the utmost consideration 
during these turbulent times are 
also interventions suggested by 
the agency.

-- 

Children At Increased Risk Of Sexual Violence 
During Covid-19 Pandemic – UNICEF
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UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA DEVELOPS THREE COMPUTER TOOLS FOR MANAGEMENT 
AND MONITORING OF COVID-19 BY MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
 
The University of Botswana has developed three computer software tools that will assist the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness in the management and monitoring of the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
country. The development of the tools was a collaborative effort of the Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology (FET), Department of Computer Science and Faculty of Medicine. 
 
FET developed a Web map visualization and live tracking dashboard that records data to illustrate 
real time trends of information on COVID-19 cases in Botswana. The dashboard was developed in 
collaboration with the Botswana Institute of Geomatics (BIG) and is manned by the University of 
Botswana personnel from FET.   
 
The dashboard can be accessed on the government portal www.gov.bw under the Maps and 
Statistics tab. The platform is live and already receiving positive feedback from the members of 
public.  
 
 Meanwhile, the Department of Computer Science has developed two self-assessment applications 
for the remote monitoring of those in and out of quarantine as well as frontline health workers.  
 
The self-assessment applications will drive data received from the Ministry of Health and Wellness 
(MOHW) Department of Monitoring and Evaluation for assessment and analysis and will assist in 
real time decision making. The instruments were developed with expertise from the Department of 
Public Health in the Faculty of Medicine.  
 
All the systems have been set up to interface with the MOHW information system (DHIS2). UB team 
leaders are Dr Lopang Maphale from FET and Dr Audrey Masizana from Computer Science. Other 
key members are Dr Kealeboga Moreri, Dr Tiny Masupe, Mr. Kagiso Ndlovu, Mr. Michael Manisa, 
and Mr. Olebogeng Molefhi from BIG. 
 



Echo Newspaper    19 - 27 April 2020 8 Business & Finance   

By Emmanuel Allotey

Definitions and measures of 
riches and prosperity have 
evolved over time throughout 
the world. African’s riches have 
been defined by non-monetary 
assets such as livestock, land 
and jewellery to name a few. 
This measure is swiftly changing 
as more and more Africans 
are becoming economically 

empowered and financially 
educated in the 4th Industrial 
Revolution.

Currently, only 35% of Africa’s 
population has access to financial 
services, according to World 
bank report, an impressive 
position considering the starting 
point. Expansion in the number 
of Financial services providers 
in Africa accompanied by their 
mandate to drive financial 

inclusion will see more and 
more Africans having access to 
financial services and ultimately 
Financial Instruments to grow 
their riches. 

Financial service providers 
such as Banks, Investment 
firms, even Insurance companies 
offer a myriad of investment 
options with the primary 
goal of growing your riches. 
Growing riches and achieving 

prosperity through Financial 
Instruments is a very lucrative 
prospect with high returns at 
a faster pace in comparison to 
livestock reproducing (e.g. a 
cow giving birth once a year). 

Today’s richest African 
b i l l i o n a i r e s  h ave  t h e i r 
wealth anchored in Financial 
Instruments. The transition from 
ordinary riches to billionaire 
status has been supported 

by Financial Instruments. 
Individuals now face competition 
from private companies looking 
for profitable expansion. 
Investment opportunities in 
livestock ownership, land 
ownership, farming and 
property development and 
other assets become harder 
to acquire as options to 
grow riches. Eventually, this 
will stimulate a demand for 
investment opportunities offered 
by Financial service providers. 
The change in definition and 
measurement of riches will be 
redefined in the process. 

Those willing to venture 
into financial instruments are 
faced with the opportunity to 
become exceedingly prosperous. 
The identification of the right 
investment option through a 
trustworthy Financial service 
provider is key. The caveat 
with investing in financial 
instruments is risk. The attractive 
returns require a balancing act 
to mitigate against possible 
negative returns. The same way 
it multiplies your riches, it can 
similarly deplete your riches – 
Risk vs Reward.

What is certain is the definition 
and measure of riches and 
prosperity is changing. Africans 
can transform their livelihoods 
and enrich themselves through 
the adoption of Financial 
Instruments to define their 
riches and prosperity. 

Will it be you?  Contact a 
Financial service provider and 
explore options available. 

Home appliances manufacturer, 
Defy, has heeded President 
Ramaphosa’s call for technical 
and industrial organisations to 
focus on the manufacture of 
non-invasive ventilators to assist 
those afflicted with Covid-19. 
The company aims to begin 
building the ventilators this 
May to cater to the demand 
for medical equipment across 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Working alongside key 
stakeholders and led by the 
University of Cambridge’s Open 

Ventilation System Initiative 
(OVSI), Defy will be contributing 
towards South Africa’s National 
Ventilator Project – without 
any commercial benefit – while 
encouraging like-minded 
stakeholders to join the cause.

In President Ramaphosa’s 
latest address (Thursday, 9 
April) he emphasised the global 
evidence indicated that even 
the world’s most developed 
economies were struggling to find 
the necessary medical supplies 
to deal with the pandemic. To 

address this urgent need, the 
National Ventilator Project is 
calling on organisations to assist 
in ventilator manufacture. 

In the upcoming weeks, this 
industrialisation plan will roll out 
tens of thousands of ventilators 
to meet the growing demand 
across sub-Saharan Africa. Defy 
states that this undertaking 
is crucial to combatting the 
Covid-19 pandemic, as there is 
an ever-increasing demand for 
medical equipment and effective 
solutions across sub-Saharan 

Africa.
“Led by the United Kingdom’s 

University of Cambridge under 
the Open Ventilation System 
Initiative (OVSI), our team 
of scientists and engineers 
– including South African 
researchers – are currently 
finalising a ventilator design 
that can be industrialised for 
mass production,” said Evren 
Albas, CEO of Defy Appliances.

“Having the Beko PLC 
Research and Development 
Centre in the University of 
Cambridge – one of the seven 
global research centres of our 
parent group, Arcelik As – is 
very advantageous in expediting 
the process. Teams are working 
around the clock and thanks to 
them, this project is succeeding 
insofar as our ability to optimise 
and coordinate concurrent 
engineering efforts.”

Defy is encouraging like-
minded South African companies 
to join them on this journey, 
so that all stakeholders can 
accelerate the efforts of the 
project.

“We have submitted our project 
proposal to the Department of 
Trade and Industry,” said Albas. 
“There are other South African 
companies, mentioned in the 
project document and included 
in the project consortium, and 
we are really looking forward 

to cooperating with them. Our 
intent is to put this project 
into production by May 2020, 
without any commercial benefit 
and, again, we are open to any 
and all kinds of cooperation and 
collaboration.

“We also aim to expand the 
project beyond the borders of 
South Africa. Fortunately, the 
project consortium has influence 
and contacts in sub-Saharan 
Africa and we are hopeful that 
this ventilator will assist other 
African countries in fighting 
this global pandemic.”

In addition to the production 
of ventilators, Defy announced a 
donation package of appliances 
worth R1.9m to be delivered 
to critical hospitals on the 
frontline of this outbreak. Defy 
is partnering with the KZN 
regional government to start 
delivering these appliances as 
soon as possible.

“We want to  improve 
conditions for our health 
workers - the real heroes of 
today,” concluded Albas. “We 
hope that our appliances will 
help them warm up food and 
wash their clothes when they 
cannot go back to their homes. 
This will give them chance to 
have a break within their work 
environment.”

( Bizcommunity).

Riches and Prosperity: 
Redefining Africa’s Definition 

Defy to Begin Building 
ventilators in SA this May
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Amnesty International has 
said of people across Southern 
Africa face hunger as lockdowns 
imposed in the region to help 
curb the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic mean they are unable 
to access food.

The organization is calling 
on governments to urgently 
put in place social protection 
measures to uphold the right to 
food. The measures to address 
food insecurity could include 
food subsidies for those living in 
poverty, and directly providing 
food to those who are unable to 
provide for themselves.  

“ Wi t h  i n e q u a l i t y  a n d 
unemployment so high across 
Southern Africa, the majority 

of people live hand to mouth 
– meaning that they cannot 
afford to remain in lockdown 
for a week, let alone for a 
month, because they have no 
financial means to stockpile,” 
said Deprose Muchena, Amnesty 
International’s Director for East 
and Southern Africa.

“Without support from the 
government, the lock down 
could become a matter of life and 
death for those living in poverty. 
Currently, many are being forced 
to choose between complying 
with lock down measures and 
going hungry, or stepping out to 
access food and being penalized 
for it.”

The vast majority of people 

in the region make their living 
in the informal economy, for 
example as street vendors or 
manual labourers. Under the 
current lockdown regime these 
are considered non-essential 
roles and people in this sector 
are prohibited from working. 
As a result, many people cannot 
earn money to buy food. 

While supermarket trips are 
permitted under lockdown 
rules because food is deemed 
“essential”, those who are found 
on the streets in townships trying 
to go and buy food with whatever 
money they can find, or those 
hustling for food, are often 
criminalized and sometimes 
attacked by the security forces. 

A c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n ,  a 
combination of civilian police 
and soldiers have been deployed 
to the streets to monitor the 
movement of people and ensure 
they comply with lockdown 
measures implemented by 
governments.  However, 
security personnel are using 
disproportionate force in dealing 
with members of the public, 
including beatings and other 
forms of public humiliation 
such as making people crawl on 
the ground. In some instances, 
police are accused of entering 
people’s homes and assaulting 
them.

In Zambia, police were seen 
indiscriminately beating up 
people on the streets, including 
in pubs, after they were found 
in public. The national police 
spokesperson, Esther Katongo, 
later said on national television 
that police in Zambia had 
adopted a strategy to “hit” and 
“detain” anyone found on the 
streets. “We hammer you, we 
hit you, then we do detention. 
If you escape, you are lucky,” 
she said in a media interview.

In Zimbabwe, police officers 
raided Sakubva vegetable market 
in Mutare at dawn on 3 April, 
causing more than 300 vegetable 
vendors to flee and leave behind 
their produce. Police carried out 
the raid despite the agriculture 
sector being flagged as an 
essential service during the 
21-day lockdown, which meant 
that the market could continue 
to service people who needed it 

to buy food. Police later burnt 
the vegetables and the vendors 
are yet to be compensated for 
their loss. According to the World 
Food Programme, some 4.3 
million people were in urgent 
need of food aid in the country 
before the pandemic. 

In Mozambique the local 
television station STV has 
reported cases of police accused 
of taking advantage of the state 
of emergency to raid informal 
vendors’ tuckshops and steal 
their goods, even when the 
tuckshops are closed. One 
informal trader said: “We are 
dying of hunger [because we 
are not allowed to trade]. [It] 
is unbearable. I can’t take it 
anymore. Who should solve 
this problem?”

In Angola, several incidents 
of police violence have been 
reported since security forces 
were deployed to the streets 
to ensure public compliance to 
the national response against 
COVID-19 on 27 March. Seven 
men were arrested while on their 
way to buy food in the market 
in Cabinda on 4 April. The men 
were progressively released 
from 5 April and the last two 
men were released on 7 April. 

Media reports in different 
countries across Southern Africa 
have highlighted the problems 
that lock down measures in the 
absence of adequate support from 
the government, have created 
for those living in poverty. 
Women, children and other 
vulnerable groups such as those 
with disabilities are especially 
impacted.

In Alexandra, a township 
north of Johannesburg, residents 
took to the streets on 14 April, 
saying that they were hungry. 
Residents queued on the streets 
after they were promised food 
by some non-governmental 
organizations. Some of the 
residents told eNCA, a local 24-
hour television news station, that 
they fear dying of hunger more 
than COVID-19. One woman 
said: “We want food. We are not 
going anywhere. We will stand 
here until midday. Corona can 
be here, we don’t care.”

 According to media reports, 
in Botswana informal sector 
workers and small businesses 
are facing devastating economic 
consequences as the lockdown 
means that bus drivers, car 
washers, hawkers and street 
vendors are no longer able to 
earn a living. Approximately 
20% of people are unemployed 
and without much needed social 
protection, are struggling to 
access food, health care and 
other essential services.

Governments must assess 
their capacity to protect 
people’s health, livelihoods, 
and human rights and request 
assistance from the international 
community for where they see 
gaps or are unable to guarantee 
necessary protections. 

Released today by Amnesty 
International

  (TheConversation.)

Government Intervention Required As 
Millions Face Hunger Under Covid-19 – 
Amnesty International
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Just over two months since 
COVID-19 was first detected 
in Africa, the disease has now 
spread to nearly every country, 
resulting in nearly 17 000 
confirmed cases and around 
900 deaths across the continent.  

While South Africa has sub-
Saharan Africa’s most severe 
outbreak, West and Central 
Africa are of growing concern: 
Cameroon has confirmed more 
than 800 cases, while Niger, 
Cote d’Ivoire and Guinea have 
reported a rapid rise in numbers 
during the past week.  

“Eleven out of 17 countries 
with more than 100 cases of 
COVID-19 are in West and Central 
Africa,” said Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Regional 
Director for Africa. “We are 
working with the governments 
to better understand what is 
happening on the ground, but 
this is worrisome as countries 

in these subregions often have 
particularly fragile health 
systems.” 

Crucial medical equipment 
needed to respond to COVID-19 
is lacking in many countries. 
WHO has been working closely 
with the World Food Programme 
(WFP), the African Union (AU), 
national governments and the 
Jack Ma foundation to make 
sure that vital supplies get to 
the people who need it most: 
front line health workers in 
Africa. In the past two days 
eight countries have received 
medical equipment.

“For countries to ramp up 
testing, tracing and treatment 
capacity, they need supplies 
and solidarity. There is enough 
personal protective equipment 
in this shipment to allow health 
workers from across Africa to 
treat 30 000 patients without 
putting themselves at risk. This 
equipment will keep them safe 

and let them focus on saving 
lives,” said Dr Moeti. “These 
cargo flights demonstrate the 
power of international co-
operation and collective action.” 

 With several borders closed 
and flights cancelled, ensuring 
countries receive deliveries 
of much-needed medical 
equipment has become 
increasingly difficult. WHO 
has called for humanitarian 
corridors and this week’s 
‘Solidarity Flights’ are 
delivering essential supplies 
to every country in Africa. 
The medical cargo contains 
face shields, gloves, goggles, 
gowns, masks, medical aprons 
and thermometers, as well as 
more than 400 ventilators. 

A lack of personal protective 
e q u i p m e n t  i s  a l r e a dy 
hampering response in many 
countries in Africa, making 
deliveries such as these – and 
the spirit of generosity and 

solidarity that underpin them 
– more essential than ever. 
Healthcare workers are often 
disproportionately affected by 
infectious disease outbreaks 
and there is some evidence that 
COVID-19 is threatening health 
workers in Africa. In Niger, for 
example, 32 health workers 

have already tested positive for 
COVID-19, making up 7.2% of 
total cases.  

Kenya expanded its testing 
capacity and has now more 
than 200 confirmed COVID-19 
cases. It is one of the countries 
which received these critical 
supplies in the past few days. 
Improved surveillance has 
shown that cases are increasingly 
cropping up outside of Nairobi 
and the country is moving to 
decentralize its response. 

“It is coming at the right time 
because we would like to get the 
health workers up and running 
and continue with the good 
work that they are doing in the 
management of the quarantine 
sites and isolation facilities that 
have been set up across the 
country,” said Dr Simon Kibias, 
Director of Standards at the 
Kenyan Ministry of Health.

In another example of 
international solidarity, 
emergency medical teams from 
China and the United Kingdom 
have begun supporting the 
response in the African region. 
A team from China is currently 
supporting the response in 
Nigeria, while a British team is 
working in Zambia, and another 
will soon be deployed in Burkina 
Faso.  

 WHO is working with 
many partners to respond to 
COVID-19. The organization 
held a virtual press conference 
today with Dr Moeti, Dr Simon 
Missiri, Regional Director for 
Africa, International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) and Elsie Kanza, 
Head of Africa, World Economic 
Forum.  

WHO, WFP and AU Deliver Supplies as COVID-19 
Accelerates In West And Central Africa

2020
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Chances are your long-awaited 
holiday’s been put on hold 
thanks to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but there’s nothing to 
stop you planning the next one. 
Truth is, you could be jetting off 
to distant shores sooner than 
you think.

While many countries, 
including South Africa have 
travel bans in place at the 
moment, you can rest assured 
that these will ease up over 
time. Don’t be caught napping. 
Start planning your next travel 
instance right now.

Focus on the things you can 
do to ensure your future travels 
go off without a hitch. It’s all 
in the details when it comes to 
travel planning after all.

First things first 
If you have to cancel your 

upcoming flights get in touch 
with your booking agent right 
away. Different airlines have 
different policies with regard 
to cancellations, so the sooner, 
the better.

It’s likely that you’ll have 
three options with regard to 
your airline tickets, namely:

Suspending your ticket 
Most airlines allow you to put 

your ticket on hold for future 
travel, as long as you use it 
within 12 months after it was 
first issued. This means you’ll 
have plenty of time to focus on 
getting the cheapest flights to 
your new destination.

Change your travel date 
If you know exactly when 

you’d like to rebook your trip, 
you can simply change your 
travel dates. Most airlines are 
offering this as a free service 
during the  coronavirus 
pandemic.

Cancel your flight 
Rather don’t do this if you 

can possibly avoid it. You’ll 
most likely be liable for admin 
costs and cancellation penalties. 
That’s because the airlines want 
to encourage you to postpone 
your trip instead of giving up 
on your travel dreams.

Naturally, these terms and 
conditions are totally up to 
the relevant airline and could 
change at any moment as the 

pandemic evolves. 

What happens if the airline 
cancels your flight 

It’s unlikely that any airline 
will cancel your flight outright, 
although this can also change 
according to current events. 
Should your airline contact 
you about cancelling your 
flight, they will offer you flight 
vouchers in return so that you 
can travel at a future date. 

Be sure to check the validity 
of these vouchers and start 
planning your next trip sooner 
rather than later. There’s going 
to be a high demand for tickets 
once travel restrictions end, 
and you don’t want to miss out 
altogether.

How long should you wait 
before booking your next 
holiday? 

Since you’re probably stuck 
at home anyway thanks to 
lockdown and stay-at-home 
restrictions, now is the perfect 
time to start planning your 
next getaway. You don’t want 
to be stuck with an expiring 
airline voucher and nowhere 
to go. Make the most of these 
free moments to plan your next 
adventure.

Experts predict that most 
countries should start to open 
their borders again around the 
end of August, early September, 
so aim for that time frame while 
planning your travels.

If you’re reluctant to travel 
abroad after the recent drama 
surrounding international 
travel, perhaps it time you 
spent some time discovering 
the hidden gems of your own 
country instead. September 
is springtime in the southern 
hemisphere and a lovely cool 
time of year for exploring.

Nob o dy  k n o w s  i f  t h e 
September school holidays will 
still happen this year, so you 
might be able to enjoy some 
peak season perks without the 
crowds too.

Chances are your long-
awaited holiday’s been put on 
hold thanks to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but there’s nothing to 
stop you planning the next one. 
Truth is, you could be jetting off 
to distant shores sooner than 
you think.

While many countries, 
including South Africa have 
travel bans in place at the 
moment, you can rest assured 
that these will ease up over 
time. Don’t be caught napping. 
Start planning your next travel 
instance right now.

Focus on the things you can 
do to ensure your future travels 
go off without a hitch. It’s all 
in the details when it comes to 
travel planning after all.

 (Bizcommunity)

The world may be on pause but 
your travel planning needn’t be
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In the weeks since lockdown, 
there has been a marked 
proliferation of artistic content 
online. Much of the content, 
for better or worse, is free and 
uncurated. The rush reflects 
the persistence of vitality, an 
urgency to be productive and 
to maintain relevance in the 
flood of content available. We 
need to reassess where we place 
value in the arts, and how we 
acknowledge this value.

We are seeing content in 
various formats: artistic gestures, 

work in progress, historic or 
archival content, current work 
or new ideas. Some content is 
substantially produced, other 
content punctual and impulsive.

A quick scope of online 
artistic content shows artists 
and institutions making the 
transition to digital for various 
purposes.

The Centre for the Less Good 
Idea showed elements of their 
season seven free of charge 
through their website and on 
Facebook and Instagram when 

the lockdown was going into 
effect shortly before they would 
have presented to a live audience. 
Similarly, the makers of the 
movie Moffie released their film 
on a pay-to-view option through 
their website as cinemas were 
closed down.

 Both the Birmingham Royal 
Ballet on the BBC and our own 
Zolani Mahola and Msaki on 
Instagram, shared gestures 
of hope and comfort free of 
charge. Former Standard Bank 
Young Artist for Jazz Mandisi 

Dyantyi sold tickets to a living 
room session concert to connect 
with his audience and generate 
income. The Montreux Jazz 
Festival offered their audience 
50 concerts from their archive 
to stream free of charge when 
the live festival had to be shut 
down.

Social media channels like 
Facebook, Instagram and 
YouTube offer an already 
connected community readily 
accessible mediums through 
which to publish. They cannot 

replicate the live experience 
because they are feeds of 
information with a limited 
dimension for engagement. 
Some are suited for conversation 
or streams of consciousness, 
some for hosting audiovisual 
content for ongoing posting or 
sharing and scrolling. 

This is the place to gain 
influence, retain relevance, 
present an aesthetic or position. 
It is also a platform from which 
an archive can be built or shared. 
Ownership rights and, in some 
cases, revenue models on these 
platforms differ and should be 
scrutinised by artists when 
determining if a platform 
speaks to their artistic, social or 
economic purpose for presenting 
work. (Bizcommunity.)

Rebuilding Value In The Arts 
During Covid-19

The tourism industry worldwide 
was the first to be hard hit by 
the novel coronavirus, leading 
to huge losses in businesses 
as bookings for travel and 
hospitality as well and events 
were cancelled owing to travel 
restrictions. This also resulted in 
massive job losses as the industry 
could not sustain itself. The 
United Nations World Trade 
Organisation has pegged the 
revenue losses in the global 
tourism industry at over US$50 
billion.

Botswana’s Environment, 
Na t u r a l  Re s o u r c e s  a n d 
conservation and tourism 
minister Philda Kereng has 
said the country’s industry is 
operating at only 10%, especially 
in the hospitality sector while 

other sectors have shut down, 
and even sent workers home. 
Kereng impressed that they 
have not yet put a figure on 
the country’s revenue loss in 
tourism. The minister also fears 
for the future of the industry 
post covid-19.

This has placed uncertainty 
on the industry globally on 
its possible come back post 
the corona virus. Many in the 
industry have been encouraging 
postponement as compared 
to cancellations of booking 
completely, to allow for travel 
to resume seamlessly once the 
world has recovered from the 
virus.

Minister Kereng highlighted 
that while it uncertain as to 
when the situation will get 

back to normal, its recovery is 
dependent on proper planning 
and doing things differently.
her government is touting the 
idea of growing the regional 
and domestic travel post 
covid-19. This, she reveled will 
be important in helping the 
local industry recover while 
international inbound travel 
is to recover. 

In growing the domestic 
travel specifically, government 
is bound to make a radical change 
to its policy of low volume and 
high value tourism which has 
been in place for a very long 
time as conservation measure of 
the country’s prime and highly 
sensitive destinations, especially 
the Chobe and the Okavango 
systems.

Kereng has pointed our that 
the low volume, high value 
policy has been a hinderance 
to domestic and regional travel 
growing as the tourism product 
offering has been viewed as too 
expensive and therefore out of 
reach to Batswana and those 
from the region.

She noted that government 
want travel packages that are 
affordably to locals, to allow 
them to visit tourism prime 
destinations. She said there 
will also be need to vigorously 
diversify the tourism product 
offering from wildlife based 
to other products like Sport, 
culture and religion tourism. 

The minister is convinced 
that with the necessary changes 
the industry in Botswana, the 

industry will recover and even 
grow bigger.

According to the UNTWO, 
96% of global destinations have 
imposed travel restrictions. 
A report by UNTWO said the 
scale of disruption caused by 
COVID-19 shows that almost 
all global destinations have 
imposed restrictions on travel 
since January 2020, including 
complete bans on all travel 
as they work to contain the 
pandemic. 

Over recent years, as the 
United Nations specialized 
agency for tourism, UNWTO 
has been regularly monitoring 
travel facilitation and observing 
a continuous trend towards 
more openness. COVID-19 has 
dramatically interrupted this. 
According to research carried 
out for the new report, as of 
6 April, 96% of all worldwide 
destinations have introduced 
travel restrictions in response 
to the pandemic. Around 90 
destinations have completely 
or partially closed their borders 
to tourists, while a further 44 
are closed to certain tourists 
depending on country of origin. 

“COVID-19 has impacted 
travel and tourism like no 
other event before in history. 
Governments have put public 
health first and introduced full 
or partial restrictions on travel. 
With tourism suspended, the 
benefits the sector brings are 
under threat: millions of jobs 
could be lost, and progress made 
in the fields of equality and 
sustainable economic growth 
could be rolled back. UNWTO 
therefore calls on governments 
to continuously review travel 
restrictions and ease or lift them 
as soon as it is safe to do so,” 
UNWTO Secretary General Zurab 
Pololikashvili said.

In many instances, destinations 
have already adjusted their 
restrictive measures as the 
situation has evolved. UNWTO 
will continue to regularly track 
and analyse the evolution of 
travel restrictions, in an effort 
to effectively support the 
responsible but also timely 
recovery of the tourism sector.

Botswana Touts Regional And 
Domestic Travel Post Coronavirus
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AFRICAN
SPORTS BRIEFS

  

DR Congo; multiple 
names, two titles 

DR Congo played in the Africa 
Cup of Nations under a number 
of different names, including 
Congo-Leopoldville, Congo-
Kinshasa, Zaire and DR Congo. 
The Leopards have managed 
to win the title twice, in 1968 
(as Congo-Kinshasa) and 1974 
(as Zaire).

Ethiopia 1968
In their second participation 
in the history of Africa’s 
flagship football 
competition, DR Congo 
(then Congo-Kinshasa) 
were drawn in Group B. 
They opened their account 
with a 3-0 win over 
neighbors Congo (then 
Congo-Brazzaville), before 
losing to Ghana 2-1. A 2-1 
win over Senegal took the 
Leopards to the semifinals 
where they faced hosts 
Ethiopia. Leon Mungamuni 
scored ten minutes into 
extra time as Congo-
Kinshasa won 3-2 to reach 
the final and face Ghana. 
Pierre Kalala Mukendi 
scored the game’s lone goal 
in the second half as The 
Leopards claimed their first 
AFCON title.

Egypt 1974
This time under the name 
of “Zaire”, The Leopards 
started their Group B 
campaign with a 2-1 victory 
over Guinea. A defeat to 
neighbors and then holders 
Congo 2-1 was followed by 
a 4-1 win over Mauritius to 
reach the semis. Zaire came 
back from two goals behind 
to defeat hosts Egypt 3-2 
after extra time and go to 
the final where they faced 
Zambia. A 2-2 draw after 
extra time meant that the 
final would be replayed 48 
hours later. Pierre Nadya 
Mulamba (who scored the 
two goals in the first final) 
scored yet another brace 
as The Leopards won 2-0 
to claim their second title. 
Mulamba set the record of 
scoring 9 goals in a single 
tournament, a record that 
lasts till today.

(Cafonline)

14 Sports

Two of South Africa’s soccer 
giants, Kaizer Chiefs and Orlando 
Pirates, have put rivalries aside in 
the fight against the coronavirus 
pandemic.
With the country in lockdown 

and the Absa Premiership at a 
standstill, the two clubs, along 
with Multichoice, announced 
on Wednesday afternoon their 
efforts to help beat Covid-19. 
These are centred on protecting 

those on the frontline of the 
fight by donating much-needed 
personal protective equipment to 
help stem the pandemic which 
to date, has claimed 34 lives 
and infected 2 506 people in 

South Africa.
Health Minister Zweli Mkhize, 

who was also present at the 
announcement, confirmed 
that the personal protective 
equipment included masks, 
gloves, goggles, shoe protectors 
- and more.
A social media campaign by 

players from both clubs will aim 
to help raise awareness of the 
pandemic as well as encourage 
supporters to stay at home and 
adhere to lockdown and physical 
distancing rules.
At the press conference, 

Multichoice group chairperson, 
Imtiaz Patel, said that it was 
important to support those in 
the frontline in the fight against 
Covid-19. 
“We have teamed up with two 

of South Africa’s biggest and 
most loved soccer clubs, Orlando 
Pirates and Kaizer Chiefs, to 
counter the spread of Covid-19 
in the country. Together we will 
be donating personal protective 
equipment items to help combat 
the spread of the virus.
“Today is all about our frontline 

workers, who may be the only 
line that will help in curbing the 
spread of the virus and this is our 
way to let them know we are 
supportive of them,” said Patel.

(Sport24)

Ever since the outbreak of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), the 
Tunisian Football Federation 
(FTF) has strived to put most 
of its available resources to help 
the country combat the new 
epidemic.
At the start, FTF has put five 

(5) of its buses at the disposal 
of the Tunisian Ministry of 
Transportation to reinforce its 
fleet. 

Later, the FTF has donated over 
100,000 Tunisian dinars (USD 
34, 600) in contributions to 
the Ministry of Health in form 
of equipment. In addition, the 
Federation also put its two 
biggest training facilities to be 
used as isolation centres backed 
by a commitment to pay the 
salaries of all medical staff to 
be deployed.
Not only did the FTF suspend 

the domestic football to ensure 
the safety of players and teams, 
it also started posting daily video 
training sessions for teams and 
players to use for exercise while 
remaining safe at home.
The latest contribution to 

the battle against COVID-19 
by the FFTF is the creation of 
designed face masks inspired 
by the famous Eagle from the 
AFCON 2019 3rd kit.

The masks were developed 
by FTF’s medical team in 
compliance with the norms and 
specifications mandated by the 
Ministry of Health. The masks 
will be given out to staff at the 
Federation’s headquarters as 
well as regional league offices and 
a number of public institutions. 

(Cafonline)
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When Nigeria hosted the maiden 
African Women’s Championship 
(now Women’s Africa Cup of 
Nations) 22 years ago, the Super 
Falcons, took the title in an 
unbeaten run of five matches 
scoring a remarkable 28 goals 
without conceding.

“My period with the Super 
Falcons always bring back mixed 
memories and I’m happy about 
all that the team achieved under 

my tenure,” Ismaila Mabo, who 
guided the Super Falcons to many 
conquests including reaching 
the quarter finals of the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup USA 1999, 
told CAFOnline.com.   

“Apart from winning the 
first edition of the continental 
women’s championship, there 
were other things that we 
couldn’t achieve especially at 
the FIFA World Cup and Olympic 

Games.”
My period with the Super 

Falcons always bring back mixed 
memories and I’m happy about 
all that the team achieved under 
my tenure. Apart from winning 
the first edition of the continental 
women’s championship, there 
were other things that we 
couldn’t achieve especially at 
the FIFA World Cup and Olympic 
Games Ismaila Mabo.

But the Falcons were truly on 
top of their game in 1998 and 
they started their campaign 
with a stunning 8-0 win against 
Morocco at the Ahmadu Bello 
Stadium in Kaduna.

Led by the then 23-year-
old Florence Omagbemi, the 
Falcons were pure class and 
they subsequently decimated 
DR Congo (4-0) and Egypt (6-0) 
to finish on top of their group 

with the maximum points. 
They hit Cameroon for six 

without in the semi-final and 
defeated the Black Queens of 
Ghana 2-0 in the final with goals 
in either half by Nkiru Okosieme 
and Stella Mbachu. 

“It was a very huge victory 
for us and personally for me 
because the African Women’s 
Championship was my first 
trophy with the Super Falcons,” 
recalled former Super Falcons’ 
midfielder Maureen Mmadu. 

“I was so happy and couldn’t 
believe it that we’d won the title. 
My only regret was that I lost 
my mum during that period but 
I was not told until I got home 
after the championship. 

 “But it’s always a great feeling 
for me and my teammates to 
have won that first edition of the 
African Women’s Championship 
because it was the beginning of 
many more successes for the 
Super Falcons,” added Mmadu, 
who is the first Nigerian women 
player to earn 100 caps in her 
heydays. 

But over two decades now, 
the Falcons have gone places 
and CAFOnline.com now traces 
the Super Falcons class of 1998;

“I was so happy and couldn’t 
believe it that we’d won the 
title. My only regret was that I 
lost my mum during that period 
but I was not told until I got 
home after the championship,” 
Maureen Mmadu.    (Cafonline).

FIFA President Gianni Infantino 
has outlined his three immediate 
priorities for FIFA to support 
football during and beyond the 
coronavirus in a video message 
specifically addressed to the 211 
FIFA member associations and 
shared with members of the 
FIFA Council. 

He reiterated, in order of 
priority, that health comes 
first, that FIFA is ready to pro-
actively help football through 
these exceptional circumstances, 
and that an ongoing consultation 
process is taking place to consider 
the future evolution of the sport.

“Our first priority, our 
principle, the one we will use for 

our competitions and encourage 
everyone to follow is that health 
comes first,” the FIFA President 
said. “I cannot stress this enough. 
No match, no competition, no 
league is worth risking a single 
human life. Everyone in the 
world should have this very 
clear in their mind. It would 
be more than irresponsible to 
force competitions to resume if 
things are not 100% safe. If we 
have to wait a little longer we 
must do so. It’s better to wait 
a little bit longer than to take 
any risks.”

Infantino singled out the 
member associations’ pro-active 
involvement in using football to 

pass important health messaging 
and sharing in their respective 
communities at this difficult 
time. “This is what football and 
teamwork is all about,” he said, 
“and we have to continue like 
this.”

“(For) the emergency relief 
fund… thanks to the work that 
we have been doing together in 
FIFA during the past four years, 
we are today in a very strong 
financial situation,” the FIFA 
President continued. 

“FIFA enjoys a good reputation 
on the financial markets… This 
has helped us consolidate a solid 
foundation with large reserves. 
But our reserves are not FIFA’s 

money. It is football’s money. 
So when football is in need, we 
must think what we can do to 
help… It is our responsibility 
and our duty.”

He stated that a consultation 
process is already underway to 
assess the financial impact across 
football in order to prepare the 
right response based around 
a fund with an independent 
governance structure. 

“You have to know that we 
will be there and we will find 
solutions together,” he said. 
“You will never be alone… (and) 
the world will know where 
the money goes and, equally 
important, why the money goes 
there. “

But in order to alleviate 
immediate financial problems, 
the FIFA President stated that, 
subject to relevant committee 
approval, the second part of 
member association operational 
costs from the FIFA Forward 
Programme due later this year 
be paid in advance. Mr Infantino 
added that, given the exceptional 
circumstances, he has requested 
that the requirement for the 
fulfilment of the additional 
criteria be waived for both 2019 
and 2020 in order for the full 
amount to be paid to all member 
associations.

“If football manages to have 
a discussion where everyone 
contributes positively, and 
keeps in mind the global interest 
over the individual one, I am 
convinced our future can be 
better than our past, and we will 
be better prepared for the times 

ahead,” the FIFA President said.
Mr Infantino thanked the 

Bureau of the Council members 
and the presidents of all 
confederations for the unity 
and solidarity shown at this time, 
and that such an approach will 
help football prosper beyond 
the coronavirus. With an eye to 
the future, the FIFA President 
added that the right balance 
needs to be found to protect both 
national team and club football 
in relation to the international 
match calendar, that flexibility 
and common sense must prevail 
in relation to players’ contracts 
and transfer windows from 
a legal perspective, and that 
the necessary analyses will be 
conducted to help member 
associations via the emergency 
relief fund.

A l t h o u g h  t r a d i t i o n a l 
consultation processes have 
been halted due to the travel 
restrictions that have been 
imposed in relation to the 
coronavirus, the FIFA President 
requested member associations 
“to work with the technology 
available to engage more, to talk 
about the common challenges 
that lie ahead, and to think about 
the future”.

“I am convinced football will 
play a key role to bring people 
back together when it’s safe to 
play again and be with our friends 
and families in large groups,” 
he concluded. “Let’s prepare 
for that moment…FIFA is with 
you in these difficult times, and 
together, we will win!” 

(fifa.)

Remembering 1998 All-Conquering 
Super Falcons 
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The world invisible enemy, 
corona virus also known as 
“covid19” has had a huge 
impact on the world sports 
fraternity after it was declared a 
pandemic by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). This 
halted all major sporting events 
around the world including 
the Olympics that have been 
postponed to next year as a 
way of taking of precautionary 
measures in order to curb its 
global spread.

Botswana through the 
Ministry of Youth Empowerment 
Sport and Culture Development 

(MYSC) became one of the 
first nations to respond and 
suspended all local sport events 
and restricted international 
travel for athletes. This left many 
athletes stressed and uncertain 
with their future since most 
of them depend on sport for a 
living which meant no income 
for some during this period.

Local athletes from various 
sport codes are adamant that 
the pandemic will end, and 
life will go back to normal 
even though the situation is 
unpredictable as to when it will 
end. They have gone on social 

media to express their feelings 
and how the corona virus crisis 
affected however they are of 
the view that all things shall 
be normalise again. Botswana 
Karate Association (BOKA) have 
recently introduced a social 
media (Facebook) challenge 
dubbed #WeMissTheDojo and 
posted their pictures on their 
karate regalia.

In an exclusive interview 
with Echo Sport Botswana 
National Karate Champion 
Ofentse Bakwadi said even 
though the situation is beyond 
their control it is important 

to stay positive and hopeful 
in order to avoid mind killing 
thoughts.

“We know that it is just a 
matter of time and we will 
be back in the dojo soon, of 
course this left us with stress 
and uncertainties, but it doesn’t 
mean that it is the end of the 
world. I urge other sportsman 
and women to remain hopeful 
and continue training from 
home,” he said.

Few months ago, there was 
yet another trending challenge 
#StayHomeChallenge where 
footballers across the world 

where uploading videos of them 
kicking the toilet paper (TP) in 
their houses to show how they 
miss football.

Local athletes who are based 
in different countries around the 
world have also expressed their 
hope despite being stationed in 
hardest hit nations that includes 
Nijel Amos (USA), Naomi Ruele 
(USA), Gavin Mogopa (Japan) 
and Thuto Ramafifi (USA) 
amongst others.

Botswana is currently in a 28 
days state of public emergency 
also known as extreme social 
distancing period.

Local Athletes Local Athletes 
Hopeful for A New Hopeful for A New 
Dawn Post Covid-19 Dawn Post Covid-19 

We have an exclusive car 
to suit your style
For more info, visit  avis.co.za  
or call +267 391 3093


