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THE AFRICAN STORY

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has changed its initial 
position on the wearing of face 
masks in public areas as a way to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
The world health body last week 
recommended that governments 
make it mandatory for people 
to wear fabric face masks in 
public areas where there is a risk 
of transmission of COVID-19.

WHO had previously argued 
there was not enough evidence 
to say that healthy people should 
wear masks.

In its new guidance, prompted 
by evidence from studies 
conducted in recent weeks, the 
WHO stressed that face masks 
were only one of a range of tools 
that can reduce the risk of viral 
transmission, and should not 
give a false sense of protection.

“ I n  l i g h t  o f  e volv i n g 
evidence, the WHO advises 
that governments should 
encourage the general public 
to wear masks where there is 
widespread transmission and 
physical distancing is difficult, 
such as on public transport, 
in shops or in other confined 
or crowded environments. 
Masks on their own will not 
protect you from COVID-19,” 
the WHO’s director-general 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
told reporters at a briefing.

 
WHO’s technical lead expert 

on COVID-19, Maria Van 

Kerkhove, said in an interview: 
“We are advising governments 
to encourage that the general 
public wear a mask. And we 
specify a fabric mask - that is, 
a non-medical mask.

“We have new research 
findings,” she added. “We 
have evidence now that if this 
is done properly it can provide a 
barrier for potentially infectious 
droplets.”

While many countries across 
the world have recommended 
or mandated the wearing of face 
coverings in public, the WHO 
had previously said there was not 

enough evidence for or against 
the use of masks for healthy 
people in the wider community. 
It had always recommended 
that medical masks be worn 
by people who are sick and by 
those caring for them.

The U.N. agency’s advice that 
all healthcare workers dealing 
with COVID-19 patients, or 
with suspected cases of the 
respiratory disease caused by 
the novel coronavirus, should 
wear medical masks remains 
the same, Van Kerkhove said.

But the advice has been 
broadened to recommend staff 

coming into contact with any 
patients or residents in clinics, 
hospitals, care homes and long-
term residential facilities should 
also wear masks at all times, 
she said. The organisation had 
always advised that medical 
face masks should be worn by 
people who are sick and by those 
caring for them.

As of last week, there were 
over 6.7 million confirmed 
coronavirus cases and nearly 
400,000 deaths globally since 
the outbreak began late last year, 
according to data compiled by 
Johns Hopkins University.

WHO Gives New 
Covid-19 Guidance
On Wearing Of Masks
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From the men and women in mines across 
the country, to health workers working 
hard to save lives, travel operators safely 
transporting goods and people, shop 
assistants who remain resilient to serve 
people daily, crop producers and farmers 
who put meals on tables, immigration and 
customs officials for their hard work, utility 
workers, bankers who serve with pride 
amidst the challenging conditions, house 
helpers who opted to continue working 
during this time, social workers, District 
Commissioners and Post Office officials 
who dispatch various grants and food 
parcels to those in need, the Church, 
business leaders, Dikgosi, Councillors and 
Parliamentarians for your leadership during 
this time, re a leboga. Thank You.

In line with our De Beers Group value 
‘Put Safety First,’ we applaud you for 
continuing to work safely every single day 
to eliminate the risk of infection.
 

Thank you all!
Re A Leboga!
 

Bruce Cleaver
CEO, De Beers Group

De Beers Group celebrates the dedication, 
hard work, sacrifice and resilience 
demonstrated by all COVID -19 frontline 
workers in Botswana. We recognise your 
commitment towards ensuring that the 
entire nation withstands and recovers 
from this global pandemic.
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‘‘“In Africa, no one has 
the footprint of the 
polio programme 
nor the expertise for 
mounting effective 
response campaigns. 
So with COVID-19 
threatening to 
overwhelm health 
systems, the extensive 
polio response 
network is once again 
lending crucial support 
as countries build up 
systems to contain 
COVID-19,” said Dr 
Matshidiso Moeti, the 
WHO Regional Director 
for Africa. 

Expertise in polio eradication 
that has put Africa on the 
verge of being certified free 
of wild poliovirus has been 
brought to the frontlines of 
COVID-19 fight. A network 
of responders from the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
Polio Eradication Programme 
and partner organizations is 
providing critical resources and 
skills to tackle the COVID-19 
pandemic.

While testing is the core of any 
strategy to contain the virus, 
the region has had a relatively 
low number of tests performed. 
Since the outbreak started, 
nearly two million tests have 
been carried out in the WHO 
African Region, with an average 
test rate of 15.3 per 10 000 
population. To boost diagnosis, 
the WHO-coordinated polio 
laboratory network comprising 
16 laboratories in 15 countries 
is now dedicating 50% of its 
capacity to COVID-19 testing. 
Hundreds of tests are carried 
out every day using polio 
testing machines in Algeria, 
Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Ethiopia, Madagascar, Nigeria, 
Senegal and South Africa. 

“In Africa, no one has the 
footprint of the polio programme 
nor the expertise for mounting 
effective response campaigns. 
So with COVID-19 threatening 
to overwhelm health systems, 
the extensive polio response 
network is once again lending 

crucial support as countries 
build up systems to contain 
COVID-19,” said Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, the WHO Regional 
Director for Africa. 

 Contact tracing has been a 
central pillar of the WHO polio 
programme’s support to the 
COVID-19 response. Mobile 
phone applications originally 
developed for health workers to 
use in polio outbreak response 
and disease surveillance have 
been adapted by WHO to be 
used against COVID-19. In 
Zimbabwe, for example, over 
100 disease surveillance officers 
are using these tools for case 
investigations and contact 
tracing in many provinces 
where COVID-19 has been 
confirmed.  

In addition, WHO Geographic 
Information System (GIS) 
centre in Brazzaville – which 
was opened in 2017 to support 
the polio programme with 
adapted technologies and data 
management – is using its huge 
experience in outbreak response 
and disease surveillance to 
support countries with a range 
of GIS and software technology 
and manual solutions to respond 
to COVID-19. The GIS team is 
now working around the clock 
supporting countries to take up 
the technology for COVID-19 
response.  

 
More than 2000 polio 

response experts from WHO, 

UNICEF, Rotary, as well as STOP 
consultants from the United 
States Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention are supporting 
the COVID-19 response in the 
African Region. A quarter of 
WHO polio staff are dedicating 
more than 80% of their time 
towards COVID-19 efforts, with 
65% anticipating a commitment 

of six months or more.
Alongside the support to the 

COVID-19 response, WHO polio 
staff are also maintaining critical 
functions and planning to 
resume mass polio immunization 
campaigns once the situation 
permits. 

“It is important that the 
support to COVID-19 response 

does not jeopardize the progress 
made in stopping all forms of 
polio transmission in the region. 

The fight against the pandemic 
should not come at the detriment 
of other health emergencies,” 
said Dr Moeti.

Across  the continent, 
COVID-19 has disrupted mass 
polio vaccination campaigns 
in line with the global physical 
distancing recommendations 
t h a t  l i m i t  C O V I D - 1 9 
transmission. The suspension 
of high-quality immunization 
rounds may risk new polio 
outbreaks due to low coverage. 

WHO is working with 
many partners to respond to 
COVID-19. Together with the 
World Economic Forum, the 
Organization held a virtual 
press conference Dr Moeti, Safia 
Boly, Minister of Investment 
Promotion, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and National 
Entrepreneurship, Mali.

Polio Eradication expertise 
Backs Africa’s COVID-19 response



Echo Newspaper    08 - 14 June 2020 5

IDM facilitates

Entrepreneurship
Webinar

IDM Senior Consultant (Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation), Dr Tirelo Moepswa

Acting Director Yarona FM, 
Mr Percy Raditladi

Managing Director Leapfrog Marketing and 
Advertising Agency, Mr Thapelo Fish Pabalinga

The Institute of Development Management (IDM) hosted an Entrepreneurship Webinar on Tuesday 26th May 2020, attracting 
participation of many young aspiring and practicing entrepreneurs. The virtual meeting, themed: Entrepreneurship and 
embracing the new normal provoked discussions among young people to explore alternative options during the 
time of crisis.  It challenged them to find new ways of thinking to facilitate business continuity during crisis. In addition, the 
meeting aimed to bring the student community, the alumni and youth entrepreneurs closer to industry, by learning directly from 
experienced businesspersons. 

IDM Senior Consultant under Business Information and Resource Management, Dr Tirelo Moepswa said the youth segment remains 
a critical component of the IDM Business Strategy, as evidenced by the overall evolution of the organisation over the past 46 years 
of its existence. Some of the youth commitments by IDM includes the consistent sponsorship of the MYSC annual Youth Business 
Expo, which is followed by a week-long business training for all category winners from the Expo. The institute also supports the 
climate change hackathon, a design thinking initiative geared towards senior secondary school students among others.

“We had Mr Percy Raditladi, founder of Yarona FM private radio station and Mr Thapelo Fish Pabalinga, founder of Leapfrog Marketing 
and Advertising agency who shared practical experiences of running businesses.  They also shared the importance of harnessing 
and tapping into technology to be able to thrive even in times of crises, highlighting the fact that the future will demand more flexibility 
from businesses. For small businesses who have been overlooked, not for lack of competence, but because they can’t afford 
office space, this could signal a new dawn for them. It is not unusual to operate a business from home now. Our speakers further 
expressed the potential for less investment in physical working spaces for business as more and more employees continue to work 
remotely,” he said.
 
According to Dr Moepswa, the critical takeaways for the young participants included insights on the operational challenges of 
scaling a business, the value of healthy margins over revenue as well as the adoption of appropriate exit strategies. The speakers 
gave examples of past instances where they could have exited businesses much earlier but ended up incurring losses because of 
overstaying. The overall message resonated well with the participants, and those still aspiring  were encouraged to start young and 
to build proof of concept with the current resources at their disposal. Both Mr Raditladi and Mr Pabalinga started their entrepreneurial 
journeys in their university days, and without major cash injections.

Dr Moepswa emphasized the need for young people to be exposed to business principles regardless of their study or work 
backgrounds. As a result, IDM took the initiative to mainstream entrepreneurship modules into all its undergraduate and non-
business offerings. This was done to instil a shift in mindset and develop an open-minded approach to life beyond student life. He 
further expressed that this would assist aspiring young entrepreneurs to find their role and position in the competitive world. “The 
dynamism of life has been further enhanced by this COVID 19 pandemic. We have entered what people keep referring to as the 
‘new normal’, but this too will evolve into something else. Therefore, individuals and organisations with fresh thinking and enhanced 
foresight are going to enjoy great success.”

Reiterating the relationship that IDM wants to re-ignite with its alumni, Dr Moepswa said they are committed to building an active 
lifetime connection with them; a connection that will generate a sense of passion and pride, but most importantly tangible results of 
the mutual ties.

“For our alumni, we also want to ignite emotional ties and reconnection with the brand and instil a sense of responsibility to offer 
mentorship and coaching to current and future learners, not only here in Botswana but across our tripartite existence that includes 
Lesotho and Eswatini.” he shared.

(+267) 75996614 cedic@idmbls.ac.bw
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Many African countries quickly 
closed their borders and imposed 
lockdown. This meant that, 
until the beginning of May, no 
African country had more than 
10,000 people affected, with 
South Africa, Egypt, Morocco 
or Algeria being the hardest hit.

We a k  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s 
nevertheless expose these 
countries to high health risks. 
According to the World Health 
Organisation, the US had 170,000 
respirators in mid-March. A 
month later, 41 African countries 
together had fewer than 2,000, 
and ten had none.

The same is true for intensive 
care beds (Southern Sudan 
had less than 200), lack of 
health protection equipment, 
a shortage of testing kits, low 
number of doctors per capita, 
no training in intensive care 
or difficulties in accessing 
the international markets for 
personal protective equipment 
and other health materials. All 
make these countries particularly 
vulnerable.

On top of this, isolation 
measures threaten the food 
security of millions of people. 
This means that even if the 

epidemic is successfully managed 
at the health level, the impact on 
economies – and people – will 
be devastating.

The World Bank experts have 
begun to estimate that between 
40 million and 60 million people 
could be pushed into extreme 
poverty (living on less than 
$1.90 a day) by the pandemic. 
Much of this will take place in 
India and sub-Saharan Africa.

This will be the first growth 
in extreme poverty since 1998, 
when the Asian financial crisis 
hit. And it adds to the more 
than 600 million people already 
living under such conditions, 
and whose incomes will also 
be affected.

On the other hand, the number 
of people in the world with 
acute hunger will double. The 
United Nations World Food 
Program, along with other 
organizations, released a report 
in April indicating that more 
than 130 million people will 
suffer acute food insecurity by 
the end of the year bringing 
the world total to 265 million.

The situation resulting from 
COVID-19 will aggravate the 
situation of people who, either 

because of conflict, climate 
change, disease, famine or 
simply low income, were already 
facing acute food insecurity. 
Let’s see what the main aspects 
behind this impact will be.

Current debt levels, an increase 
in the fiscal deficit and possible 
closures of the debt market 
due to low levels of additional 
international reserves, all 
make it impossible for these 
countries to obtain the necessary 
financing. Not only for the health 
expenditures needed to deal 
with the pandemic, but also for 
social spending and refinancing 
existing debt. The more the 
isolation is contained, the 
greater the fiscal space needed 
to mitigate the effects of the 
resulting recession.

The poorest countries are now 
at a crossroads with no viable 
route in any direction. Since 
2010, the debt of developing 
economies has increased by 
an average of 54% due to 
low interest rates, reaching a 
historical debt of 170% of GDP 
by 2018.

Developing countries do not 
enjoy the support of strong 
central banks able to issue debt, 

so they face asudden stop in these 
markets. Moreover, traditional 
solutions are inefficient when 
all countries suffer from these 
problems, and generate negative 
effects on the economies of their 
neighbors.

To make matters worse, 
according to the Institute of 
International Finance, investors 
withdrew nearly $80 billion 
from emerging markets during 
the first quarter of 2020: the 
largest capital outflow in history. 
For economists like Pablo Peña 
and María Fayos, the temporary 
suspension of foreign public debt 
(the G-20 approved it until the 
end of the year), capital controls 
and the issue of special drawing 
rights could be fundamental.

The second major challenge 
is the decline in remittances.

Earnings sent home migrants 
to their home countries have 
fallen by at least 20%. This global 
decline may amount to more 
than $100 billion.

We have to remember that 
remittances represent three 
times more than Official 
Development Assistance, and in 
2019 even exceeded the amount 
of Foreign Direct Investment 
received by low - and middle-
income countries.

Remittances are crucial and 
have a very positive impact, 
especially in rural areas, as 
most money is used to cover 
health, education and household 
expenses and, in periods of crisis 
such as crop losses or family 
emergencies.

Remittances have generally 
worked in a counter-cyclical 
manner: if there was a poor 
harvest, relatives working 
abroad would increase the 
amounts of money they send 
home. However, this is not 

currently possible as the jobs 
and wages of the migrant 
population in Western countries 
are precarious and in many cases 
have already been affected.

The third big challenge has 
been on the supply and demand 
of commodities, leading to 
closures or interruptions in 
supply chains. Developing 
and emerging economies are 
particularly vulnerable to these 
events.

There are a host of other factors 
that are increasing the pain that 
relate to the structure of most 
developing country economies.

To begin with, the informal 
sectors are much bigger. For 
example, in Latin America 55%of 
people work in the informal 
economy. In Sub-Saharan Africa 
they represent more than 65%, 
excluding the primary sector.

People who work in the 
informal economy don’t 
have access to social security 
payments and are more difficult 
to locate or track.

Another factor is that small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
have problems accessing capital 
and liquidity that prevents 
them from emerging from 
the crisis. For many of these 
small entrepreneurs, farmers 
or workers, if there is a 10% 
risk of contracting the virus, 
it still makes economic sense 
to continue working than to be 
at a 90% risk of their families 
falling into poverty or not eating.

Added to this is the fact that 
many people do not have savings 
or access to insurance or a social 
protection network. This would 
be aggravated by the decline 
in remittances. Faced with 
this situation, many families 
in poverty end up selling or 
losing those resources that allow 
them to generate income or 
cannot continue to invest in 
the education or health of their 
children. This has irreparable 
long-term negative effects. The 
subsistence economy leaves no 
margin.

And rising food prices and 
the cost of other basic needs, 
along with shortages, can impact 
heavily on the most vulnerable 
and those with lower incomes.

Finally, many families depend 
on basic public services such as 
health or education. Widespread 
closure of schools impacts 
not only on the education of 
the young but also on school 
meals programmes. Moreover, 
limited access to health services 
makes matters worse, not only 
because of the COVID-19, but 
also because of the impact it will 
have on other diseases such as 
malaria, Ebola or measles.

The hard truth is that the more 
the isolation is contained, the 
greater the economic problems 
will be. Efforts to improve the 
health systems and health 
practices will be crucial to avoid 
a future crisis while reducing 
the impact in poverty and 
malnutrition. 

(TheConversation.)

Controlling Covid-19 Will Carry Devastating 
Economic Cost For Developing Countries
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World food prices fell for a fourth 
consecutive month in May, hit 
by the economic fallout of the 
coronavirus pandemic which 
has stymied demand, the United 
Nations food agency said on 
Thursday.

The Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) food price 
index, which measures monthly 
changes for a basket of cereals, 
oilseeds, dairy products, meat 
and sugar, averaged 162.5 points 
last month, down 1.9% on April.

It was the lowest monthly 
reading since December 2018.

The dairy index dropped 7.3%, 
led by sharp falls in both butter 
and cheese, partly because of 
lower import demand.

The cereal price index slipped 
1% as coarse grain prices 
continued their decline, with 
U.S. maize prices some 16% 

down on the year, and wheat 
export prices falling, amid 
expectations of ample global 
supplies. International rice 
prices edged higher.

Vegetable oil prices fell 2.8% to 
a 10-month low, while the meat 
index slipped 0.8%. Poultry and 

pig meat quotations continued 
to fall, reflecting high export 
availabilities and despite an 
increase in import demand in 
East Asia.

B u c k i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l 
downward trend, the sugar 
price index jumped 7.4% in 
April largely because of lower-
than-expected harvests in some 
major producers, notably India 
and Thailand.

FAO also posted its first 
forecast for the 2020 cereal 
season, foreseeing global output 
of 2.780 billion tonnes -- a 
2.6% increase on 2019’s record 
harvest.

The U.N. agency said maize 
would account for much of 
the expected increase, rising a 
predicted 64.5 million tonnes 
to 1.207 billion tonnes thanks 
to anticipated record harvests 
in the United States, Canada 
and Ukraine, and near-record 
harvests in Brazil and Argentina.

Rice production was seen 
reaching an all-time high of 
508.7 million tonnes in 2020, 
up 1.6% on 2019.

By contrast, global production 
of wheat in 2020 was forecast 
to drop, largely on the back 
of likely falls in the European 
Union, Ukraine and the United 
States, which would offset 
expected increases in Russian 
and Australia, FAO said.

 (Reuters.)

World food price index hits 
17-month low in May -U.N.
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By Emmanuel Allottey

The outbreak of COVID-19 has 
caused economic slowdown for 
most economies in the world. 
Majority of Businesses are 
dealing with the effect of lower 
demand for goods and services 
and subdued revenue. The easing 
of the government-imposed 
lockdown has sparked the return 
to normalised economic activity. 

The post-lockdown era will see 
businesses competing frantically 
for customers attention and 
eventually, survival and growth. 
Businesses need an effective 
strategy to engage and retain 
customers as the economy comes 
back to life. 

The priority of business 
is to generate revenue. To 
generate sales, you need more 
customers. Businesses with 

an active customer retention 
strategy can generate sustainable 
revenue. Studies show 68% 
of sales come from existing 
customers. The more customers 
that you can keep and continue 
to sell to, the more likely you are 
to achieve your business goals. 
The reopening of businesses will 
involve increased operational 
costs that will place additional 
pressure on revenue generation. 

Digital has emerged as the 
preferred channel for engaging 
with customers. Businesses 
without adequate digital 
platforms to engage with 
customers are now mandated to 
invest in technology. The use of 
digital platforms is advantageous 
to building a customer database. 
Every business needs insight 
into who its customers are 
when developing strategies for 

expansion and customer service. 
A customer database can be 
transformed through analytics 
into useful trends on customer 
behaviour, preferences, and 
spend patterns.

There are four key approaches 
to retaining customers:

Price Discounts: pricing 
is a significant influence in 
customers purchase decision. 
The use of a pricing strategy that 
reduces the price of a product 
or service after continuous 
purchases will go a long way 
in building long term customer 
relationship. 

Free gifts and Bonuses: the 
principle is to offer customers 
something additional for repeat 
business. This will encourage 
the customer to revert to using 
your product or service with 
the added incentive of receiving 
something at no cost. 

Customer Experience: the 
treatment of customers plays 
an important consideration 
when building customer loyalty. 
Customers who have a great 
experience are more likely to 
continue using the product or 
service.

M a r k e t i n g :  r e g u l a r 
communication to customers 
to keep them abreast of 
promotions, activities will 
increase business awareness 
and keep the business fresh in 
a customer’s mind. 

The business that implements a 
customer retention strategy will 
increase the number of repeat 
customers and to increase the 
profitability of each existing 
customer. 

Businesses looking for avenues 
to increase their profitability 
have resorted to E-commerce 
to expand their customer reach. 
Research has shown that more 
and more customers search 
the internet before making a 
purchase decision. The use of 

a business website augments 
social media presence by 
providing a tangible platform 
to convert customer interest 
into sales. Amazon is a successful 
example of the growth potential 
of E-commerce. In Africa, 
E-Commerce sites such as 

Jumia, Konga, Takealot, Zando 
have emerged as leaders in the 
industry. 

Technological advances and 
innovation have undeniably 
played a critical role in the 
adoption of online selling and 
purchasing in Africa. Africa 

has the fastest growing 
internet penetration in the 
world, with more than 500 
million internet users. The 
rapid Internet penetration 
through smartphones will 
sustain the growth of Africa’s 
E-commerce. More and more 
businesses with established 
online presence, are promoting, 
advertising and actively selling 
their products and services. 
For digital customers this is the 
most convenient, time saving 
means of buying a product or 
service.

E-commerce has many 
advantages. E-commerce 
provides an inexpensive 
way for start-up and small 
businesses to grow by creating 
a cost-effective sales channel. 
However, E-commerce may 
not be suitable for all types of 

businesses. Each business has its 
unique customer behaviour that 
influences the rate of adoption 
of online shopping platforms. 

Businesses invested in 
E-commerce, should consider 
adopting the following:

Warehousing and delivery 
infrastructure

T h e  b i g g e s t  r i s k  i n 
E-commerce is non-delivery of 
products. This risk usually arises 
due to inadequate logistical 

planning or deficient warehouse 
management. Products must be 
stored safely and delivered on 
time and in perfect conditions 
to customers on order. Non-
delivery of products damages 
the credibility of the business.

Secure Payment System
With all purchases there is 

an element of risk and online 
purchases carry a slightly 
elevated type of risk. The risk 
of online fraud often repels 
potential buyers. The availability 
of a secure payment system 
will mitigate customers issues 
of trust and increase adoption 
of online buying.

Customer Satisfaction 
process

As with every sale, there is an 
inherent risk that the customer 
maybe displeased with the 
product. Clear communication 
must be provided that outlines 
the steps a customer should 
follow when they are dissatisfied 
with a product. This will 
increase customer trust and 
brand loyalty. 

Business in Africa is rising 
and through the adoption of 
E-commerce Businesses will 
profit! 

Developing a Customer Retention 
Strategy post COVID-19

Doing Business in Africa-The 
Rise of e-Commerce 
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The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has welcomed funding 
commitments made at last 
week’s  Global Vaccine Summit, 
hosted virtually by the UK 
government. The Summit is 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance’s 
third pledging conference and 
follows the successful Berlin 
summit in January 2015.

The new pledges will enable 
Gavi to protect the next 
generation and reduce disease 
inequality by reaching an 
additional 300 million children 
with vaccines by 2025. 

“Thanks to vaccines, hundreds 
of millions of deaths have 
been prevented. Polio has 
been pushed to the brink of 
eradication, and just in the 
past few years new vaccines 
have become available for Ebola 
and malaria,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General. 

“But vaccines only realize 
their true power when they 
are deployed to protect the 
poorest and most vulnerable. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is 
unravelling many of the gains 
we have made, with vaccination 
campaigns for polio, cholera, 
measles, diphtheria, and 
meningitis.”

T h e  b o l d  f u n d i n g 
commitments mean that the 
Gavi Alliance will be better 
able to maintain immunization 
in lower-income countries, 
mitigating the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. They will 
also help strengthen health 
systems.

The backdrop of the COVID-19 
pandemic is a sobering reminder 
of how much individual health 
depends on collective health and 
the critical role that vaccines 
play in keeping the global 
population safe and healthy. 
The Summit also highlighted 
how important a safe, effective 
and equitably accessible vaccine 
will be in controlling COVID-19.

The Global Vaccine Summit 
marks 20 years since Gavi was 
founded. Dr Tedros added: 
“We join Gavi in celebrating 
the collective success of this 
great Alliance. These pledges 
are not just an investment in 
the Alliance of which we are a 
very proud partner; they are an 
advance on our shared vision 
of a healthier, safer and fairer 
world.” 

(WHO).

WHO welcomes 
crucial new 
funding for 
vaccines
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France said on Friday its military 
forces had killed al Qaeda’s 
North Africa chief Abdelmalek 
Droukdel, a key Islamist fighter 
that its forces had been hunting 
for more than seven years, 
during an operation in Mali.

“On June 3, French army 
forces, with the support of 
their local partners, killed 
the emir of al Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb, Abdelmalek 
Droukdel, and several of his 
closest collaborators, during 
an operation in northern Mali,” 
French Armed Forces Minister 
Florence Parly wrote on Twitter.

The announcement of the 
death of Droukdel comes almost 
six months after former colonial 
power France and regional states 
combined their military forces 

under one command structure 
to focus on fighting Islamic 
State-linked militants in the 
border regions of Niger, Mali 
and Burkina Faso.

Droukdel was among North 
Africa’s most experienced 
militants. He took part in an 
Islamist militant takeover of 
northern Mali before a French 
military intervention in 2013 

drove them back and scattered 
fighters across the Sahel region.

Droukdel was believed to 
be hiding in the mountains 
of northern Algeria. Al Qaeda 
North Africa was the dominant 
jihadist force in the region, 
staging several high-profile 
deadly attacks until 2013, when 
it fractured as many militants 
flocked to the more extremist 

Islamic State as it seized territory 
in Iraq, Syria and Libya.

It remained active in North 
Africa’s largely desert and often 
scarcely governed Sahel region. 
In Mali, it focussed its activities 
to the north in Libya and Tunisia. 
As Islamic State waned, it has 
sought to lure new talent from 
among IS veterans.

Parly said that French forces, 
which number about 5,100 in 
the region, had also on May 19 
captured Mohamed el Mrabat, 
a fighter she identified as a 
veteran militant in the region 
and member of Islamic State in 
the Greater Sahara.

“Our forces, in cooperation 
with their local partners... will 
continue to track these (people) 
down without respite,” Parly 
said.

Critics in the region have 
increasingly scorned Paris for 
failing to restore stability. Anti-
French sentiment has grown as 
militants have strengthened their 
foothold, making large swathes 
of territory ungovernable and 
stoking ethnic violence.

Parly said earlier this week 
that about 100 special forces 
from other European countries 
would be deployed to the region 
to support French and regional tr
oops.                                   (Reuters).

France says its Army killed Al 
Qaeda North Africa chief Droukdel

In many African countries, 
measures put in place to slow 
the spread of COVID-19 have 
made it harder for people to 
access affordable, nutritious 
foods, sparking warnings from 
aid groups that the pandemic 
will worsen malnutrition rates.

An estimated 73 million 
people in Africa are already 
acutely food insecure, noted 
Matshidiso Moeti, the World 
Health Organization’s Regional 
Director for Africa in a press 
release last month.

In between her shifts, 
Zimbabwean nurse Sinothando 
Mpofu used to go to Bulawayo’s 
open-air markets to buy 
tomatoes and cabbages for 
her family of nine - until the 
country’s coronavirus lockdown 
closed all stalls.

Mpofu worried about where 
she would get fresh food, 
until she saw a message in her 
local church WhatsApp group 
about Fresh in a Box - one of 

rising numbers of African tech 
companies getting fresh food 
to people under lockdown.

Now she puts in an order 
online and gets a box of produce 
delivered to her home every 
week. The fruits and vegetables 
are better quality than the 
food she used to buy at the 
supermarket, she said, at about 
a third of the cost.

“Buying vegetables at a local 
supermarket is very expensive, 
but now I get a variety of 
vegetables and I eat balanced 
meals all the time,” Mpofu, 
37, told Reuters saying she will 
keep using the site even after 
lockdown ends.

“COVID-19 is exacerbating 
food shortages, as food imports, 
transportation and agricultural 
production have all been 
hampered by a combination 
of lockdowns, travel restrictions 
and physical distancing 
measures,” she said.

A possible global GDP loss 
of 5% this year could push 
another 147 million people into 
extreme poverty - more than 
half of them in sub-Saharan 
Africa, according to the D.C.-
based International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI).

Mobile tech startups are 
helping people get hold of fresh 
food during the pandemic by 
tapping into the rapid rise in 
smartphone use across Africa.

About one-third of people in 
sub-Saharan Africa had access to 
a smartphone in 2018, more than 
double the number four years 
earlier, according to the Pew 
Research Center, a Washington-
based think tank.

Launched in October 2018 
and selling surplus fruits and 
vegetables from local farms, 
Fresh in a Box found itself 
scrambling to add more farmers 
to its roster to supply the sudden 
rush of new customers, said co-
founder Kudakwashe Musasiwa.

He added that  it  now 
distributes about 2.6 tonnes 
of vegetables daily from nearly 
2,000 small-scale farmers to 
customers’ doorsteps.

Like Zimbabwe’s Fresh in a 
Box and the Market Garden app 
in Uganda, which is connecting 
women produce vendors to a 
new wave of online customers, 
Namibia has also seen a rise in 
the popularity of online markets 
under lockdown.

A website called Tambula 
- meaning “take” in the 
local Oshiwambo language 
- is described as “an online 
mall” by its founder Jerobeam 
Mwedihanga, who launched the 
site about a week into Namibia’s 
lockdown, which started in 
March.

“Rental fees in malls are high 
in Namibia,” said Mwedihanga, 
36, an IT engineer, whose site 

delivers electronics, beverages, 
furniture and more. “And there 
are many home-run businesses 
with no place to showcase their 
products.”

L a s t  m o n t h ,  Ta m b u l a 
partnered with the U.N. 
Development Programme on 
a pilot project to sell informal 
market goods online, including 
local foods like dried spinach, 
mopane worms and ground nuts.

“For many consumers, this is 
their first time buying traditional 
foods online,” said Mwedihanga, 
adding that products from 
informal vendors have grown 
to make up 35% of online sales.

One positive to come out of the 
new coronavirus pandemic, he 
said, is that people are becoming 
more aware of e-commerce and 
realising that food from informal 
traders is often more affordable 
than that from retail shops.

In Nigeria, entrepreneur 
Luther Lawoyin realised that 
bulk purchases could save 
consumers from overspending 
on food.

He launched PricePally 
- described as a digital food 
cooperative - in November 2019, 
as a way of letting people buy 
food online in bulk from farmers 
and wholesalers and split the 
cost with other site users.

“When the coronavirus 
(outbreak) was really picking 
up in Nigeria, we noticed a spike 

in our traffic and sales, so we 
figured that people need help 
to get their food items and, 
especially, to avoid the market,” 
said Lawoyin.

The site’s customers save at 
least 15% on the food they buy, 
he added.

PricePally had about 320 
paying users before the virus hit 
- that number shot up to more 
than 1,000 after the country’s 
lockdown kicked in on March 
30, Lawoyin said.

Just as lockdowns around 
the world have disrupted food 
trade across borders, they have 
also made it difficult for people 
working abroad to send food 
to their loved ones back home.

Zimbabweans living in South 
Africa who would normally pay 
bus and taxi drivers to carry 
food packages to their families 
have turned to an app called 
Malaicha.

The app, which started in 
South Africa nearly one year 
ago, acts like a version of food 
remittances, allowing people in 
South Africa to order groceries 
for delivery in Zimbabwe.

While 70% of products are 
sourced locally in Zimbabwe 
at cheaper rates, about 30% 
come from South Africa where 
Malaicha has permission to 
import goods.

The company is so confident 
about the future of online food 
shopping in Africa that it is 
launching Malaicha Global 
next week, said De Beer, so 
that people can send goods to 
Zimbabwe from anywhere in 
the world..           

                                  (Reuters.)

As Lockdown Fuels Food Shortages, 
Africa Goes Online For Groceries
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* Absence of tourists may be 
encouraging rhino poachers

* On World Environment Day, 
species extinction a hot issue

* Dehorning makes rhinos 
less attractive to poachers

South Africa has dehorned 
dozens of rhinos in three 
popular game parks, aiming 
to prevent armed poachers 
taking advantage of the post-
COVID-19 crash in tourism to 

kill them for their horns.
The exercise in Pilanesburg 

National Park and the Mafikeng 
and Botsalano game reserves -- 
all northwest of Johannesburg 
-- leaves the rhinos with horn 
rumps too small for poachers 
to bother with, Nico Jacobs, 
helicopter pilot and founding 
member of non-profit Rhino 
911 told Reuters.

As Jacobs flew a helicopter 

over Pilanesburg last month 
with journalists, they spotted 
a lioness eating the carcass of 
a rhino that had been poached 
days earlier. Experts fear the 
absence of tourists may already 
have spurred a poaching spike.

They proceeded to a spot 
where they tranquilised a female 
rhino before removing her horn 
with an electric saw. One of 
her calves had to be restrained.

Working with authorities, 
they began dehorning three 
years ago. Jacobs said they had 
since seen a drop in poaching. 
The numbers of rhinos in the 
parks, and how many have 
been poached, are kept secret 
to protect them.

“I’ve seen so many slaughtered, 
butchered rhinos. What is the 
solution?” he said. “For them 
(poachers) to come when there’s 

lions, elephants ... It’s too much 
risk for that little piece,” he said.

As the world marked World 
Environment Day on Friday, 
the threat from humans to 
other species’ survival -- and 
ultimately our own is a growing 
concern to conservationists.

On Monday, scientists 
published a study showing 
that humans are causing mass 
extinction on a scale unseen 
since a meteor wiped out the 
land dinosaurs 65 million 
years ago, the sixth large-scale 
extinction in Earth’s history.

Rhinos have been around for 
30 million years, but decades of 
hunting and habitat loss have 
reduced their numbers to about 
27,000 today, according to the 
International Rhino Foundation. 
A poaching surge has wiped out 
thousands in the past three years. 
“In order to  give the population 
a chance to grow again, we need 
to relieve the pressure on them 
by dehorning,” Pieter Nel, acting 
head of conservation of the 
North West Parks board, said.

Rhino horn sells for $60,000 
a kilogram, more than cocaine 
or gold. In East Asia, it is 
used in medicinal potions, 
despite containing the same 
key component as human 
fingernails.

Dehorning is controversial, 
especially as it makes male 
rhinos vulnerable in fights. 
But they are not essential for 
survival, and, like fingernails, 
they grow back. 

 
‘(Reuters)

When it comes to fighting 
COVID-19 in Africa, the 
internet and social media have 
been a double-edged sword. 
Governments and public health 
officials have used Twitter, 
WhatsApp, Facebook, and 
other social media to reach large 
numbers of people, quickly and 
efficiently, with information 
on how to stay healthy and 
limit the virus’s spread. And 
digital networks have allowed 
people to stay in touch, and 
some businesses to operate, 
in the face of lockdowns and 
social-distancing guidelines.

Yet these technologies have 
also facilitated the spread of 
misinformation. Messages 
disseminated on WhatsApp 
claimed that people could self-
test by holding their breath 
for more than 10 seconds, that 
“African blood and black skin 
prevent COVID-19” and that 
inhaling steam or drinking 
alcohol could kill the virus. 

Misinformation can be 
dangerous, as evidenced by 
hydroxychloroquine poisonings 
in Nigeria. And in the longer 
term, it undermines public 
confidence in guidelines 

and treatment information 
supported by robust scientific 
evidence. Misinformation, in 
other words, poisons the well.

Concerns extend beyond the 
COVID-19 crisis. In Africa, where 
messaging was often centralised 
and speech freedoms were 
limited in the first decades after 
independence, the internet and 
social media provide individuals 
and organisations with new 
opportunities to share points 
of view and information that 
holds governments to account. 
On the other hand, they have 
been widely abused as political 
weapons. 

One study found that political 
misinformation is pervasive 
in Kenya, Nigeria and South 
Africa. Foreign actors, including 
some from Russia, have been 
increasingly involved in attempts 
to influence African politics using 
disinformation in social media.

It’s important to recognise that 
digital media remain beyond 
many Africans’ reach. According 
to newly available data from 
the eighth round of the survey, 
in 2019, nearly half (48%) of 
Africans used radio daily for 
their news, while about a third 

(35%) used television. Only 19% 
and 22%, respectively, used the 
internet or social media that 
frequently.

Daily use of the internet is up 
five percentage points, while 
daily use of social media is 
up seven. Most countries saw 
substantial increases; in Côte 
d’Ivoire and Guinea, everyday 
use of digital media roughly 
tripled during this brief period. 
One of the exceptions is Uganda, 
where a “social media tax” 
launched in July 2019 may have 
served as a barrier to digital 
access. 

While more people are using 
the internet and social media, 
they aren’t entirely happy with 
what they see. On the positive 
side, most respondents who 
are aware of social media say it 
“makes people more informed 
about current events” (87% on 
average across nine countries 
surveyed in 2019) and “helps 
people have more impact on 
political processes” (72%). On 
the negative side of the ledger, 
however, strong majorities 
say social media usage “makes 
people more likely to believe 
false news” (74%) and “makes 

people more intolerant” (60%).
A majority (54%) of those 

aware of social media say that 
the overall effect of social media 
usage is positive. The exception 
is Botswana, where only 35% see 
social media as positive.

If “false news” is a problem, 
who do people think is 
responsible for spreading it? 
Two-thirds (66%) of respondents 
blame politicians and political 
parties. A staggering 83% in 
Kenya blame this group, but 
in every country except Angola 
(36%), majorities point the finger 
at political figures. Still, there’s 
plenty of blame to go around. 
Six in 10 respondents (61%) 
attribute misinformation to 
“social media users” in general, 
while substantial portions blame 
government officials (53%), 
the news media and journalists 
(50%), and activists and interest 
groups (44%).

For all their potential dangers, 
respondents are generally 
opposed to government 
restrictions on access to the 
internet and social media. Across 
the nine countries, only 34% 
agree that “information shared 
on the internet and social media 

is dividing (our country), so 
access should be regulated 
by government”, while 51% 
endorse unrestricted access. 
Support for open access is 
strongest in Côte d’Ivoire (63%), 
while only minorities support it 
in Ghana (48%), Kenya (44%) 
and Malawi (40%).

Support for open access is 
particularly strong among people 
who use the internet every day 
(67%), youth (56%), urban 
residents (55%), men (54%) 
and respondents with post-
secondary education (65%).

These findings highlight the 
ambivalence that many people – 
not just in Africa – feel about the 
emerging digital era. People want 
broad access to the tools they 
have used to gather information 
and keep in touch with family 
and friends. Internet and social 
media shutdowns of the types 
that have hit almost half of the 
continent’s countries since 2015 
are likely not popular. These tools 
have become even more crucial 
because of “social distancing” 
and lockdowns.

On the other hand, unfettered 
internet and social media 
have a dark underside, with 
messages designed to misinform, 
discriminate and polarise. When 
fears are heightened, at election 
times or during pandemics, these 
threats are magnified.

 (TheConverstaion.)

Africans Are Concerned About Ills Of Social 
Media But Oppose Government Restrictions

South Africa Dehorns Dozens Of 
Rhinos To Prevent Lockdown 
Poaching Surge
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An extract from President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi’s recent 
Covid-19 update to the nation
According to the World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO), the 
COVID–19 pandemic caused a 
22% fall in international tourist 
arrivals in the first three months 
of 2020 leading to a decline of 

60%-80% in revenues.  
In Botswana, Community 

Trusts and other tourism 
operations have had all their 
bookings for the current year 
cancelled leaving them with 
no source of income. Lack of 
hunting due to movement 
restrictions will continue to 

significantly affect revenue for 
our communities and other 
mobile safari services including 
freelance guides.  

In order to revive Botswana’s 
tourism sector Government 
shall accelerate the initiatives 
aimed at stimulating local and 
regional tourism by creating 

an enabling environment for 
increased investment in the 
tourism sector and facilitate in 
particular citizen participation. 
The Agro Tourism guidelines are 
also being reviewed to facilitate 
citizens to make a decent living 
out of their fields (Masimo). 

To compliment Agro Tourism 

and diversify its products, Game 
Farming guidelines shall soon be 
issued to enable those Batswana 
who are interested to keep small 
wildlife or game in their fields 
as they meet set criteria.    

Furthermore, land reserved 
for Tourism purposes has been 
identified around the country 
and shall be made available to 
citizens for investment.  This 
type of land has been identified 
in various districts such as, 
Kgatleng, Ngamiland, Chobe, 
Central and the South East.  

I also want to assure the private 
sector that Government will 
continue to support you through 
strategic interventions as we 
move towards full economic 
recovery. There are many lessons 
that we have and will continue 
to take away as a nation during 
this crisis and one of them is 
the need to fast- track local 
production of essential goods 
and services. 

In this respect, Government 
will move with speed to 
implement the amended Trade 
and Industrial Development 
Acts which will contribute in no 
small measure, to the economic 
empowerment of citizens. 
Similarly, Government will 
prioritise the enactment of the 
Citizen Economic Empowerment 
and the Economic Diversification 
Drive laws.

Ke h u t s i t s w e  “ A c t i o n ” 
Gabaikanye knows the camps 
of Desert & Delta Safaris (DDS) 
inside-out. He has worked in 
all of the seven Botswana based 
camps – and from the bottom 
up. Beginning his journey with 
the company as an intern back in 

2004, he worked in maintenance 
and grounds, food and beverage, 
operations, hospitality – and 
even became a guide on his 
journey. 

He spread his wings and 
left the company for a short 
while because he wanted to see 

other parts of Botswana, but 
he couldn’t stay away for long. 
Now a camp manager at Leroo 
La Tau, and as someone who has 
seen pretty much all of what 
Desert & Delta Safaris has to 
offer, we thought we’d ask this 
experienced all-rounder how he 

would advise first-time visitors 
to Africa who are considering 
a Botswana safari and trying to 
decide where to go.

“I  would say create  a 
combination safari with at least 
three properties,” says Action. 
“Come here to Leroo La Tau 

and you’ll see the beautiful 
landscape and witness the 
incredible zebra migration. 
The trees and surroundings 
are completely different from 
what you will find in the delta, 
so if you visit Leroo La Tau, 
then you must also do a delta 
camp – Camp Okavango or 
Lodge where you can discover 
the beauty of the Okavango 
Delta on mokoro’s, boat rides 
and bush walks. After being 
here in Leroo La Tau focusing 
on game drives you get to the 
Okavango and you go boating 
and walking which is a good 
thing for exercise.

If you want to do land and 
water activities from the same 
camp in the Okavango Delta, 
then Camp Xakanaka or Camp 
Moremi in the Moremi Game 
Reserve would be the best 
camps. Then Savute Safari 
Lodge is of course also beautiful 
– they focus exclusively on 
daily game drives. Savuti has 
a big area called the Marsh – 

which is home to a large variety 
of wildlife – an amazing place 
to visit”

As Action rightly points out, 
the best way to experience the 
best of a Botswana safari is by 
combining more than one 
property or region, creating a 
multiday combination safari. 

*This article was rewritten by 
Mana Meadows for Desert and 
Delta Safaris and is republished 
with permission.

Botswana to accelerate initiatives 
aimed at reviving tourism sector

All-rounder ‘Action’ speaks on creating 
a combination Safari in Botswana
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Bamako, the fifth album from 
Simphiwe Dana, marks 16 
years of her recording career. 
To the dismay of her fans, a 
few days prior to the album’s 
long-awaited release, the South 
African singer-songwriter 
announced that this would be 
her last.

An iconic figure in the 
country’s cultural life, Dana 
hails from the Eastern Cape 
and is a singer, composer and 
producer. The largest part of 
her musical output is sung in 
her home language – isiXhosa, 
including her most loved songs 
such as Ndiredi, Zandisile, Bantu 
Biko Street and Ilolo.

Dana’s voice is also political. 
She is known for fearlessly 
engaging others, often through 
her social media accounts, on 
issues around social ills, politics 
and her personal struggles, such 
as domestic abuse.

T h e s e  s h a r e d  l i v e d -
experiences allow the listener 
to gain a deeper insight into the 
subject matter on her albums – 
including her new one – while 
also making her relatable to, 
and sometimes condemned by, 
the public.

Bamako introduces new 
instrumental elements, but 
Dana’s delivery is consistent 
with her previous albums. Her 
musical identity has always been 
reflected in her unique sound and 
approach, her gift of songwriting 
and articulation thereof, her use 
of cyclical harmony and simple 
yet ornamented melodies and 
cross-rhythms. All are evident 
on the new album.

In the new work there 
is, however, a heightened 

sensitivity that brings the 
meaning of the songs to life in 
new ways.

Dana has spoken openly about 
her mental health challenges, 
and in light of her struggles over 
the past few years, this album 
can be viewed as a particular 
triumph.

Simphiwe Dana has a distinct 
voice. Rich, lustrous, soulful and 
hypnotic. Vocally, one can hear 
influences of indigenous and 
jazz music, particularly in her 
articulation and characteristic 
blues-like bent-note melodic 
approach.

A feature across her albums, 
especially her first three, is the 
layered, textured and intricate 
use of harmonies. While the 
melodies are often simple 
and repetitive, the richness 
of the lyrical content adds a 
different dynamic, especially 
in her articulation of the Xhosa 
dialect’s rhythmic and tonal 
features.

Dana’s deep lyrical ability has 
continued to develop throughout 
her canon and this is evident 
in her interpretation of the 
music on Bamako. The rhythm 
provided by the instrumental 
accompaniment, particularly 
in the more traditionally-
influenced material, coupled 
with the rhythm of her singing 
and the intricate harmonies, 
often creates a cross-rhythmic 
effect. This hypnotic effect takes 
the listener on a journey.

A sense of home
The thirteen-track album 

is Dana’s shortest. Musically, 
it contains stylistic elements 
that dominated Kulture Noir 
(2010) and Firebrand (2015), 

traditional musical influences 
and dance-like elements.

Bamako features a strong 
sense of “home” juxtaposed 
with a shift in the sense of place 
through being transported by 
the Malian influences.

Dana underwent a vocal cord 
procedure towards the end of 
2018, less than a year before this 
album was recorded. While this 
in no way affects the quality of 
her delivery, a display of her full 

vocal range, demonstrated in 
earlier songs such as Nzinga and 
Chula ukunyathela, is absent.

The West African influences 
are immediately audible in the 
rhythmic and melodic ideas 
in the instrumentation. The 
two-chord accompaniment 
is heightened by the cross-
rhythms, reminiscent of the 
minimalism evident in Kulture 
Noir. It develops a ritualistic 
sound, and one can almost 

visualise a ceremony taking 
place. This is also evident in 
other songs such as Zabalaza.

Uzokhala also exhibits Malian 
influences, coupled with the 
swing of Dana’s singing style. 
The quality of her enunciation 
adds to the interpretation. 
The song features drone-like 
accompaniment with slight 
variations in the harmony at 
certain points.

Mama Was A Kitchen Girl, 
expressed through a simple 
melody, speaks to inequality 
in society, as does Zabalaza.

Masibambaneni features Salif 
Keita singing sections of his 
well-known song Africa. Dana 
‘sings’ her mind, encouraging 
togetherness among Africans 
through sensitive vocal delivery.

Songs such as Gwegweleza, 
on the consequences of selfish 
actions, and You Keep Calling, 
a song about love, feature 
elements of reggae. Dana shares 
emotional wisdoms throughout. 
The different stages of love are 
further expressed in songs 
such as Bye Bye Naughty Baby, 
Ndizamile and Mr I.

The political flame keeps 
burning on Bamako. Mkhonto is a 
struggle song that is approached 
as such with its cyclical and 
simple harmonies, enhanced 
by Dana’s exploration of lead 
melodies and vocal textures.

The title track, Bamako, is 
strangely the shortest song 
on the album, at just under 
two minutes. The melody 
and delivery look to present a 
different approach from Dana’s 
usual melodies. The listener 
automatically craves more but 
does not receive it.

 (TheConversation.)
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AFRICAN
SPORTS BRIEFS

Japan to explore 
‘simplified’ 
Games: Tokyo 
governor

Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike 
has it may be necessary to a 
stage a “simplified” Olympics 
next year due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
that organisers were already 
discussing possible changes.

Koike’s comments come 
after the Yomiuri newspaper 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  va r i o u s 
options, such as mandatory 
coronavirus testing and having 
fewer spectators, were being 
considered by organisers. 

John Coates, the head of 
the International Olympic 
Committee’s (IOC) inspectorate 
for Tokyo, has said a lack of 
a defence against the new 
coronavirus threatened the 
Games and organisers had 
to start planning for what 
could be a “very different” 
Olympics if there were no signs 
of COVID-19 being eradicated. 

Koike did not go into details 
but said such discussions were 
necessary. 

“Holding the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games calls for 
sympathy and understanding 
of Tokyoites and the Japanese 
people,” Koike told reporters. 

“For that, we need to 
rationalise what needs to be 
rationalised and simplify what 
needs to be simplified.” 

T h e  Yo m i u r i ,  c i t i n g 
government and organising 
committee sources, said 
making Polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) tests mandatory 
for all spectators — in addition 
to athletes and staff — and 
limiting movement in and out 
of the athletes village were 
among the options Japan would 
discuss with the IOC. 

The IOC and Japanese 
government in March took 
the unprecedented decision 
to delay the Games, which had 
been due to start in July, for 
a year due to the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

A further delay beyond 2021 
has been ruled out. 

The new coronavirus has 
infected more than 6.4 million 
people and killed about 380,000 
around the world. Japan has 
avoided the kind of explosive 
outbreak seen in countries such 
as the United States and Brazil, 
with about 17,000 infections 
and 900 known deaths to date. 

When asked for comment, 
Tokyo 2020 organisers directed 
Reuters to its regular news 
conference scheduled for later 
in the day. 

(Reuters.)
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CLASSIFIED ADS

IN THE HIGH COURT OF BOTSWANA HELD AT LOBATSE

                                                                                                                                           CASE NO. CVHGB-003509-14
In the matter between:

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BOTSWANA LIMITED (PTY) LTD     Plainti�

and 

TERMS OF SALE:                                          Cash or bank guaranteed cheque. (Detailed Conditions of 
                                                                             Sale may be viewed at the Deputy Sheri�’s o�ce) 

     DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS  27th   DAY OF MAY, 2020.

    

Deputy Sheri� Nonofo Mabina - 71657100
c/o: Salbany & Torto Attorneys 
Plainti�’s Attorneys, 
Plot 54354 Unit 101, Central Square CBD
P O Box 599 Main Mall, 
Gaborone 
(Tel: 3903685)

RIKTON (PTY) LTD      1st Defendant
KHURSHIDA KABLAY       2nd Defendant

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a judgment granted by the above Honourable 
Court, the following immovable property of the above-named Defendant will be sold by public 
auction by Deputy Sheri� Nonofo Mabina to the highest bidder in the manner hereinafter set out:

DATE OF SALE:     16th July 2020 
SITUATED:                                                    Tribal Lot 4050, Letlhakeng   
TIME:    14:30 am;

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:

MEASURING:                           1594 m2 (One Thousand Five Hundred and Ninety Four
                                                                               Square Meters)
  

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

certain piece of land being Tribal Lot 4050, Letlhakeng, 
situate at Letlhakeng in the 
Bakwena Tribal Territory, Held Under Memorandum of 
Agreement of Lease No. TL756/2013
dated 21st Day of May 2013 made in favour of KHURSHIDA 
KABLAY, together some 
developments thereon comprising 3 x bedroomed house 
with sitting Room only, 
un�nished 2 x bedroomed house and fenced yard with pit 
latrine toilet.

See upcoming sales, 
Employment options,announcements and more. 

Call 3933805/6 to advertise.

In a major milestone for 
women’s football, Japan 
will launch its first women’s 
professional competition 
in 2021.The Japan Football 
Association (JFA) announced 
the WE League (Women 
Empowerment League) 
on Wednesday, with the 
competition to commence 
in autumn 2021.

The new league will consist of 
between six to ten professional 
teams with plans to reveal the 
participants over the coming 
months. The WE League will 
position as the highest ranking 
league sitting on top of the 
current Nadeshiko League, 
which has been the premier 
competition for the past three 
decades.

“The purpose of the launch of 
the new league is not just the 

development of women’s football 
in Japan,” said JFA president 
Kohzo Tashima. “Our aim is to 
contribute to build a sustainable 
society through promoting 
female social participation 
and enhancing diversities and 
choices.

“How we contribute to the 
society through sports is an 
important mission for all of 
us in the sports world. We 
will work on establishing the 
careers of women’s professional 
footballers, which is the dream of 
many girls, and further promote 
women’s empowerment and 
solve social issues.”

The JFA also stipulated that 
at least one executive per club 
must be a woman, while females 
must account for at least half the 
employees at each team within 
three years.                     (Fifa).

Japan’s First Women’s 
Professional League 
Set For 2021

IN THE HIGH COURT OF BOTSWANA HELD AT GABORONE

                                                                                                                                           CASE NO. CVHGB-001375-17
In the matter between:

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BOTSWANA LIMITED (PTY) LTD     Plainti�

and 

TERMS OF SALE:                                          Cash or bank guaranteed cheque. (Detailed Conditions of 
                                                                             Sale may be viewed at the Deputy Sheri�’s o�ce) 

     DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 29th   DAY OF MAY, 2020.

    

Deputy Sheri� Meshack Moshabi - 71619553
c/o: Salbany & Torto Attorneys 
Plainti�’s Attorneys, 
Plot 54354 Unit 101, Central Square CBD
P O Box 599 Main Mall, 
Gaborone 
(Tel: 3903685)

HENDRY SIBANDA       Defendant

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a judgment granted by the above Honourable
 Court, the following immovable property of the above-named Defendant will be sold by
 public auction by Deputy Sheri� Meshack Moshabi to the highest bidder in the manner
 hereinafter set out:

DATE OF SALE:     8th July 2020 
SITUATED:                                                     In the Gaborone Administrative District   
TIME:    10:30 am;

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:

MEASURING:                           612 m2 (Six  Hundred and twelve square meters)

  

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

certain piece of land being Lot 32235 Gaborone situate in 
the Gaborone Administrative District, Held under 
Memorandum of Deed of transfer No.531/2007 registered 
on the 19th March 2007, made in favour of HENDRY 
SIBANDA, together with developments thereon being 4 
bedroom house, sitting room, kitchen, bathroom, toilet, 
seven quarters, single garage, screen wall and electric 
fence. 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED COPY OF A LOST DEED OF TRANSFER

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to apply for a certi�ed copy of a lost 
Deed of Transfer No. 194/73 dated 28th  day of  September 1973 in favour of STEVENSFORD 
ESTATES (PROPRIETARY) LIMITED in respect of the below-mentioned property, namely:

Certain: piece of land being Portion 32 (Vergenoeg) of the farm    
 Stevensford No.5-MQ;

Situate: in the Central Administrative District;

Measuring: 729,6568Ha (Seven Hundred and Twenty Nine Comma Six Five Six Eight Hectares); 
        
 
Held:               under Deed of Transfer No. 194/73 dated 28th  day of  September 1973 made in 
favour of  Stevensford Estates (Proprietary) Limited.

All persons having objection to the issue of such copy is hereby requested to lodge same in 
writing with the Registrar of Deeds Francistown, Private Bag F72, Francistown within twenty 
one (21) days from the second publication of this notice.

Dated at Gaborone on  this 3rd day of  June, 2020.

RAHIM KHAN & COMPANY
Applicant’s Attorneys
O�ce#1, Plot 50362
Showgrounds O�ce Park
P.O. Box 1884
Gaborone
info@rahimkhan.co.bw
Tel. 3188988/9 Fax 3188951/3188990
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Although Malawi have never 
participated in a FIFA World 
Cup, hopes are rekindled every 
four years with the start of the 
African qualifiers for football’s 
flagship event. The road to 
Qatar 2022 was no exception, 
especially with The Flames 
beating first-round opponents 
Botswana 1-0 over two legs and 
now keen to go further.

“It’s obviously a dream but 
nothing is impossible. We have 
the talent and every chance,” 
said Gerald Phiri, the scorer of 
the only goal against Botswana. 
“However, we’re not putting 

any pressure on ourselves as 
this is a learning process for us. 
Our team is young, so we have 
to be patient and mature fully.”

Phiri certainly knows what he 
is talking about. The national 
team vice-captain is one of 
the most experienced players 
in the squad. Much of this 
experience has been acquired 
in South Africa, where he has 
been playing his club football 
since 2015.

“Being able to develop there 
is a great opportunity for me, 
especially as a player from 
Malawi, where the standard 

is lower. I realise how fortunate 
I’ve been, but I also know that 
a lot of hard work lies ahead 
if I am to stay at this level,” 
explained the Baroka attacking 
midfielder.

Incidentally, South Africa was 
where he enjoyed one of his most 
memorable moments with The 
Flames. It was against Bafana 
Bafana in Rustenburg that he 
scored his first international 
goal in 2015. “That was a very 
memorable moment,” he said. 
“It was a friendly and I started 
on the bench. When I came on, 
I only had 20 minutes to prove 

myself, but I found time to 
score from a free-kick. I was 
immensely proud.”

However, the last of his nine 
international goals – the penalty 
kick that sealed Malawi’s 
qualification against Botswana 
– was vastly more significant.

“Of course, I’ll treasure that 
one too! It was a particularly 
intense moment: a penalty 
awarded in the 80th minute 
with the match tied. Throw in 
a packed stadium and the high 
stakes involved... I was a little 
nervous but, in spite of that, 
I managed to keep my head,” 

he recalled.

Naturally, this match-
winning spot kick made the 
No10 something of a national 
hero. However, being a good 
playmaker, Phiri prefers to focus 
on the collective: “I don’t know 
if I’ve definitely made a name 
for myself with that goal, but 
what interests me is that Malawi 
are making a name for ourselves 
on the world stage. And if that 
goal can contribute to that, then 
so much the better,” he said.

It must be said that it is far 
from easy to make a name for 
yourself in Malawi when you 
are called Gerald Phiri. Not only 
does he share a surname with 
one of the country’s footballing 
legends Kinnah Phiri, but his 
father is also Gerald Phiri, a 
key figure on the Malawian 
football scene who was caretaker 
manager of the national team 
in 2017.

“My father has obviously 
played a big part in my career. 
He helped me a lot at the start, 
and we still talk a great deal. 
His advice is invaluable and 
is both that of a father and a 
football expert,” explained 
Gerald Junior. “But it hasn’t 
always been easy. We are still 
waiting for the son to do as 
well as the father... though I 
don’t think we should compare 
ourselves. I just hope to make 
him proud of my career, which 
I think he is.” 

  (Fifa.)

In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, CAF organized a 
video-conference meeting with 
Safety and Security Officers of the 
affiliated Member Associations 
and other stakeholders to discuss 
the impact of the outbreak on the 
safety and security aspects as far 

as the football on the continent 
is concerned. The meeting was 
held last week.

With CAF Acting General 
Secretary Abdelmounaim Bah 
in attendance, the maiden 
Safety and Security COVID-19 

review meeting brought together 
participants who deliberated 
extensively on the current 
situation in their respective 
countries as a result of the 
pandemic.

Major sporting activities 

across the continent have been 
suspended since mid-March 2020 
due to COVID-19 including major 
CAF competitions such as Total 
African Nations Championship 
(CHAN) Cameroon 2020, Total 
Africa Cup of Nations Cameroon 
2021 qualifiers, FIFA U-17 & U-20 

Women’s World Cup qualifiers, 
2020 Total Women’s Africa Cup of 
Nations qualifiers and Interclub 
competitions.
“CAF is aware that the impact 

of COVID-19 on football safety 
and security will be phenomenon 
hence, the need for all concerned 
to be brought to speed on the 
possible challenges. Also, to 
make recommendations on 
possible steps to be taken by 
Member Associations before 
the commencement of football 
in their respective countries,” 
Bah said.
The one-day meeting, a 

brainchild of the CAF Safety 
and Security Department, also 
discussed restrictions across 
Africa and devised a strategic 
plan for Safety and Security post 
COVID-19.
Over 70 participants including 

CAF Safety & Security Officers 
and representatives from 
CAF Departments such as 
Competitions and Development 
took part in the inaugural session.
Meanwhile, CAF is monitoring 

the situation closely and working 
with the relevant authorities 
including the World Health 
Organization (WHO), FIFA 
amongst others on the impact 
of the virus on the continent and 
will announce developments 
to our competitions at the 
appropriate time.

(Allafricanews.)

Malawi’s Phiri firing up the Flames

African football Stakeholders discuss impact 
of COVID-19 on Safety & Security
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World soccer’s governing body 
FIFA has joined sports leagues, 
teams and players around the 
globe to express solidarity amid 
outrage over the death of George 
Floyd, an unarmed black man 
killed in police custody in the 
United States. 
The National Football League, 

National Hockey League and 
National Basketball Association 
have put out statements about 
the racial injustice that sparked 
protests across the U.S. but Major 
League Baseball has yet to make 
an official statement. 
Only four of the NBA’s 30 teams 

have not issued releases while 

fewer than half (15) of the NFL’s 
32 teams and just a third (10) of 
MLB’s 30 clubs made statements. 
Across those leagues the loudest 

support has come from the 
players, including Los Angeles 
Lakers’ Lebron James, New Jersey 
Devils defenseman PK Subban, 
Kansas City Chiefs Super Bowl-
winning quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes and New York Yankees 
slugger Gincarlo Stanton. 
Charlotte Hornets and owner 

and former NBA great Michael 
Jordan and golfer Tiger Woods, 
who rarely speak out on social 
issues, have also called for 
change. 

The voices of outrage, however, 
are being heard well beyond 
U.S. borders. 
Several soccer players protested 

during matches in Germany’s 
top-flight Bundesliga at the 
weekend, with Borussia 
Dortmund’s Jadon Sancho 
and Achraf Hakimi displaying 
undershirts with the message, 
“Justice for George Floyd” on 
Sunday. 
The German Football Association 

(DFB) said it was reviewing the 
incidents. 
England international Sancho 

was shown a yellow card after 
removing his shirt but the DFB 

said it was not due to his message 
but because he broke the rules 
on removing shirts. 
FIFA, an organisation that has 

had zero tolerance for players 
expressing personal views about 
politics, religion and social 
issues on the field, has asked 
competition organisers to use 
“common sense” with athletes 
who show messages of protest 
over Floyd’s death. 
In a statement, the global soccer 

body said it “fully understands 
the depth of sentiment and 
concerns expressed by many 
footballers in light of the tragic 
circumstances of the George 

Floyd case”. 
It added that applying the laws of 

the game was the responsibility 
of competition organisers, such 
as domestic leagues, who FIFA 
said “should use common sense 
and have in consideration the 
context surrounding the events. 
“FIFA had repeatedly expressed 

itself to be resolutely against 
racism and discrimination 
of any kind... FIFA itself has 
promoted many anti-racism 
campaigns which frequently 
carry the anti-racism message 
at matches organised under its 
own auspices,” it added. 

(Reuters.)

FIFA Adds 
Voice To 
Protests 
Over 
Floyd’s 
Death
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