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T emperamental Francistown West MP, Ignatius 
Moswaane, stunned attendants of a consultative meeting 
on the COVID-19 food relief program in Francistown 

on Friday when he lashed out at the assistant minister of local 
government and rural development, accusing his ministry of 
peddling misleading falsehoods.  

He cornered assistant minister, Setlhabelo Modukanele, who was 
in attendance demanding that he retract a press release that the 
ministry published on Wednesday dismissing a video that has been 
circulating widely on social media. The video shows a Francistown 
woman who had suffered at the hands of social workers who had 
failed to provide her with a food basket, which resulted in her 
succumbing to a diabetic episode and collapsing due to extreme 
hunger.

The press release dated 20th May 2020 and titled ‘RESPONSE 
TO MISLEADING COVID-19 FOOD BASKET CIRCULATING 
VIDEO – MONARCH LOCATION IN FRANCISTOWN’ has 
been signed by Permanent Secretary in the ministry, Boipolelo 
Khumomatlhare. The statement rubbishes the video as an effort 
to discredit government efforts. It reads: “The Ministry of Local 
Government and Rural Development wishes to inform the public 
that the video clip circulating on social media platforms of a 

seemingly distressed Francistown woman at the height of COVID-
19 food relief programme is false and misleading.   It is an intension 
to discredit the noble response of the Government to buttress the 
containment of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The woman was assessed 
for eligibility to receive the COVID-19 Food Relief package and she 
received her food packages on 7th May 2020 and 13th May, 2020.

Once again, the Ministry wishes to encourage all members of 
the public to desist from deliberately or inadvertently sharing any 
information that may cause anxiety and harm, especially during the 
fight against COVID-19 pandemic”.

In retaliation on Friday, Moswaane criticised the ministry for 
releasing a false rebuttal without consulting him to find out what is 
happening in his constituency. He surprised many when he revealed 
that he recorded and published the controversial video on social 
media, reiterating that he shot the video himself as he was present 
when the incident took place. He rubbished claims by the ministry 
(in the statement) that the woman was given a food basket on the 
7th of May and again on the 13th of May. 

“It is all lies. I have kept in constant contact with her (the woman 
in the video) days prior to the incident. I can confirm that she 
only received one food package late afternoon on the 13th of May,” 
blasted Moswaane.

Moswaane further complained that Members of Parliament in 
the city of Francistown have been sidelined in the management and 
delivery of Covid-19 food relief program. To buttress the point, he 

Moswaane blasts Govt.

Moswaane 
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A bloody clash could be on the cards between 
disgruntled South African and Botswana truckers after 
the South Africans staged protests on Saturday morning, 

blocking the Ramatlabama borderpost.
The information gathered by this publication is that the truckers 

have disrupted the movement of Cargo truckers by disrupting 
crusade of trucks to cross between Botswana and South Africa. 
The SA drivers are protesting the new COVID-19 regulations that 
subject all truckers to be tested first before entering into Botswana 
saying it is discriminatory protocols by Botswana.

Whilst Botswana government imposed a mandatory self-
quarantine for truckers as they await their COVID-19 results, this 
hasn’t seated well with the multitude truckers from South Africa.

Nervous Batswana drivers on audio clips that are possessed 
by this publication expressed fear for their lives noting that their 
counterparts’ demand that all new rules should be scrapped off.

The local truckers noted that since Friday were not allowed to 
move to Botswana and tried to engage with the SA truckers to 
resolve the issue but in vain hence threatened to smash trucks.

“The situation is very bad because our neighboring truckers 
say Botswana COVID-19 laws are discriminating them as they 
are expected to produce negative results before crossing into our 
country. They argue that Batswana are not subjected to this action in 
SA,” said one local driver.

Another driver said they engaged in meeting with South African 
police and health authorities to settle the issue but meeting failed to 
bear positive fruits as SA side want Botswana to intervene. “South 
Africans indicates that they want to punish Botswana government 
to understand that they are important as the carry essential goods to 
Botswana. They anticipates that at least we can spend two or three 
days here so that Botswana government can act swiftly,” said source.

In addition, the truckers said SA counterparts proposed to call 
the prominent South Africa media outlets such as SABC and eNCA 
television stations so as to expose Botswana actions.

Reached for comment on Saturday, Minister of Health and 
Wellness Dr Lemogang Kwape said he was not aware of the strike 
concerns but said authorities will look into issue.  He noted that 
he recently during the week toured ports of entry including the 
Ramatlabama bordepost and witnessed some challenges in the 
cargo movement owing to the new protocols. “I haven’t received any 
information from the impending blockage. We will investigate,” he 
said.

Efforts to reach Minister of Transport and Communications on 
Saturday were unsuccesful as his mobile phone was not available 
while Ramatlabama Police Station could not be reached as their 
phone rang unattended to. Recently, South African truckers 
contacted by this publication to express displeasure on the new 
rules of being expected to produce negative COVID-19 results and 
thereafter be escorted by police officers to their destination. They 
protest that Botswana protocols were oppressive thus leading to 
losses in some stock of sensitive commodities such as vegetables 
whilst they are still blocked to cross pending results.

Botswana has been consistently registering new COVID-19 
cases related to truck drivers thus propelling government to ramp 
screening and testing to truckers entering Botswana to deliver. The 
COVID-19 Task Force team on Wednesday announced prior to 
lifting nationwide lockdown announced further new 4 cases and 1 
on evening Friday all related to the cross border truckers. 
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T eacher trade unions Botswana Sectors of Educators 
Union (BOSETU) and Botswana Teachers Union (BTU) 
have cast aspersions on the readiness level of amidst 

government response interventions as plans are afoot to reopen 
schools on June 1.

Secretary General of BOSETU Tobokani Rari said in an interview 
that their position as the union is that facitlities will not be ready to 
welcome back learnbers and teachers  contrary to announcement 
by government. Rari said although powers of reopening school lies 
with government, the union is not simply excited by reopening but 
is concerned about safety of its members being the teachers.

“We have been locked this week in meetings with both ministries 
of Basic Education and Local Government over the plans put 
forward to facilitate reopening of schools on June 1. We are 
concerned about the ability of the ministry to meet requirements 
set by health ministry. At this stage the situation is still miserable,” 
he said, elaborating that there are numerous underlying challenges 
that pose risks. He cited  the example of temperature screening in 
schools, noting that practically it may not  be possible exercise in a 
school environment.

According to Rari, if a school with population of 700 students 
alone is going to be using only 1 thermometer to screen 
temperatures as ministry proposes this will lead to lot of time 
wasted.  “Screening of temperatures for registration purposes is a 
mandatory health protocol that is prescribed by the Ministry of 
Health. There is a serious need to resource the schools so that it 
becomes easy to adhere to the health protocols to avoid putting 
pupils lives at risk,” Rari argued. However, he said BOSETU will 
also dispatch its teams in the regions to do thorough assessment 
to monitor if schools are complying with health COVID-19 health 
protocols before gradual reopening. “Government promised to 
conform to high standards of hygiene by setting up hand washing 
points for regular hand washing by students. But only with a week 
left before schools resumes, some schools as we speak today have no 
such hand washing basins,” he observed.

Botswana Teachers Union (BTU) President Gotlamang Oitsile 
said teachers should only report to duty provided that government 
has complied with all covid 19 health protocols. He noted that 
earlier on in March schools closed prematurely due to COVID-19 
threats. “It is not like we are against government’s wish to see school 
calendar resuming. If all promises made to us by the time set for 

Re-Open: Schools not ready
• Teacher unions cast doubt over level of preparedness 
• BOSETU totally against double shift system  -Rari
• Educators’ safety is critical, we want SHE officers – Oitsile 
• Dr Letsholathebe confident universities are ready to open

schools to reopen then teachers will report to work. The ministry 
has promised us to scale up tasks that are still behind and expect 
report soon,” Oitsile added.

He said some of the promises they are looking forward to is the 
deployment of Safety and Health Officers in all the schools adding 
that union want teacher’s safety not be compromised.
Double shift crisis

Furthermore, as BOSETU is doubtful in terms of successful 
extreme social distance in learning classrooms Rari said the 
ministry has proposed the use of a double shift system, which they 
totally disagree with. Rari argues that such a system will plunge 
education back into crisis. He , however, revealed that they are still 
in negotiations with the minister over possibilities of introducing 
the double shift in an endeavor to resume the school calendar. 

“We were totally against the double shift proposal because it 
has caused serious problems to the education before. Our classes 
are populated with a large number of learners and the ministry 
proposes that a teacher can meet half of a class of 40 in separate 
sessions and this will waste teachers’ time to prepare,” he said.

He indicated that government has promised to hire more teachers 
for primary education level in response of dealing with overcrowded 
classes thus easing for proper social distancing rules.
Dr Letsholathebe

Concerted efforts to reach Minister of Basic Education Fidelis 
Molao were unsuccessful as his mobile phone was not available but 
his Tertiary Education counterpart Dr Douglas Letsholathebe is 
confident on his side that all plans are going well to resume lessons. 

Speaking to The Patriot on Sunday on Saturday, Dr Letsholathebe 
said all the universities were instructed to reach Botswana 
Qualifications Authority (BQA) to submit their restart plans. “I have 
been on leave but starting Monday I will be checking on progress. 
I am confident that there will be no challenges in complying by 
tertiary institutions,” he said. 

SA truckers block 
Botswana borders
•  Angry SA truck drivers shuts out the 

local truckers
•  Block the roads at Ramatlabama 

bordepost
•  Demand Botswana Govt to lift new 

COVID-19 rules

said they were never invited to any stakeholders meetings during 
the entire exercise even though constituents flocked their offices 
daily demanding assistance. Further, Moswaane decried that social 
workers’ assessment of citizens for eligibility have been unfair and 
discriminatory to some families, citing an example of a family 
with a Tirelo Sechaba participant which had not received any food 
basket because of the P700 earned by the participant. According to 
Moswaane, the social workers have concluded that such amount 
is sufficient to feed an entire family. In addition, he said some new 
mothers in his constituency, who delivered during lockdown period 
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BOTSWANA STOCK EXCHANGE 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 
 

BOTSWANA STOCK EXCHANGE SUSPENDS BROKER, AFRICAN 
ALLIANCE  BOTSWANA SECURITIES 

 
The public is informed that with 

immediate effect from the 22nd May 

2020, Botswana Stock Exchange (BSE) 

and the Central Securities Depository 

Botswana (CSDB) have suspended 

African Alliance Botswana Securities 

from trading and any other brokerage 

business on the BSE for an indefinite 

period.  This follows the latter’s request 

to the BSE that they be suspended as a 

matter of urgency. 

 

The BSE wishes to take this time to 

advice account holders that their 

holdings are intact and should they 

require the services of a broker they 

should approach any of the three (3) 

BSE licensed brokers being; Imara 

Securities on +267 3188886, Motswedi 

Securities on +267 3188627 and 

Stockbrokers Botswana on +267 

3957900.  

 

Investors who have already placed 

orders and paid for shares upfront are 

advised to also follow the process of 

approaching the three (3) BSE brokers 

to complete their transaction. 

 

The BSE remains available to assist at 

this time while due process is followed 

to address this matter. 

 

For more information, Contact;   

Market Development Department 

+267 3674400 

marketdev@bse.co.bw 

 

For Account Enquiries Contact; 

CSDB Department 

+267 3674400 

csd@bse.co.bw 

      

 

*THEO BOGATSU

S ocialisation pundits have spoken; the post COVID-19 
era is bringing in a ‘new normal’.

Part of this new normal is increased digital 
interconnectedness. In the new normal, people are expected to 
fulfill their professional and life vocations remotely through the use 
of cyber technology. Communications networks will be right at the 
centre of this transformation.

As handy as it is becoming, cyber technology requires a high 
sense of enlightenment and caution on the part of the user for 
impact to be made. Cyber space is infested with all kinds of security 
threats that, if not tackled appropriately, can cause damage to data, 
networks, computers or any gadgets used to access technology.

Cybercrime, cyber terrorism cyberbullying and misinformation 
are among the leading threats to sustainable use of the internet. 

As many are expected to increase their usage of communications 
networks through remote connectivity, either at homes or mobile, 
it is crucial that one applies the necessary measures to prevent 

cyberattacks. Computer and network security should longer just 
the preserve of institutional settings anymore. Home networks and 
mobile gadgets are and will increasingly become targets, particularly 
in the anticipated highly digitalized ‘new normal’. 

This article therefore seeks to raise awareness on cybersecurity 
threats and outline measures that one can apply to protect their 
networks and gadgets

What is cybersecurity?
Cybersecurity which is sometimes referred to as Information 

Security is the practice of protecting Systems, Applications and 
Networks from Digital Attacks. The approach to Cybersecurity 
is multi-layered and in organizations the People, Process and 
Technology must all work together for a successful defense 
against Cyber Attacks. At the core of Information Security is 
Confidentiality, Integrity and Availability more commonly known 
as the CIA triad, these three elements are essentially the goals for 
information Security. 

Common cyberattacks in Botswana? (Home networks and 

K gori Capital notes recent media mention of the 
resumption of the NPF Case in court and mention of Kgori 
Capital and its Directors as being due back in court. 

We wish to make clear that Kgori Capital Directors, Mr. Alphonse 
Ndzinge and Ms. Sharifa Noor were in fact wholly exonerated of any 

allegations and charges as relates to the NPF by a Judge Order on 24 
March 2020. 

Kgori Capital Directors and/or employees are not part of the 
continued NPF legal case. The company’s only involvement is due to 
charges related to a former Director. 

Understanding cyberattacks on computers

Batswana turn to social media
*PROF. MOGOPODI H. LEKORWE

S ocial-media use in Botswana has doubled over the 
past five years despite considerable misgivings about some of 
its possible negative effects, the latest Afrobarometer survey 

shows.
More than a third of Batswana now use Facebook, Twitter, 

WhatsApp, or other social media every day as sources of news. Most 
citizens praise social media as helping make them better informed, 
more effective citizens, but most also believe it makes people more 
susceptible to false news and intolerance. 

Overall, Batswana are divided as to whether social media is good 
or bad for society. But a majority favour protecting unrestricted 
access.

Key findings
More than one-third (34%) of Batswana say they use social media 

every day to get news, almost twice as many as five years ago (18%) 
(Figure 1).  

Daily use of social media for news is significantly higher amongst 
citizens with post-secondary education (65%), the youngest 
respondents (53% of those aged 18-26), and urban residents (50%) 
(Figure 2). Six out of 10 rural residents never use it.

Amongst the 73% of Batswana who say they have heard of social 
media, most say it makes people more informed about current 
events (91%) and helps them have more impact on political 
processes (77%). 

At the same time, large majorities believe that social media makes 
users more likely to believe false news (81%) and more intolerant of 
people with different political opinions (65%) (Figure 3). Overall, 
Batswana are almost evenly divided as to whether social media is 
good (35%) or bad (30%) for society (Figure 4). But people who say 
unrestricted access to social media should be protected outnumber, 
by 52% to 38%, those who say it should be regulated because it’s 
dividing Batswana (Figure 5). 

Afrobarometer surveys
Afrobarometer is a pan-African, nonpartisan survey research 

network that provides reliable data on African experiences and 
evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. Seven 
rounds of surveys were completed in up to 38 countries between 
1999 and 2018, and Round 8 surveys are currently underway. 
Afrobarometer conducts face-to-face interviews in the language of 
the respondent’s choice. 

The Afrobarometer national partner in Botswana, Star Awards 
Ltd., interviewed a nationally representative, random, stratified 
probability sample of 1,200 adult Batswana in July-August 2019. 
A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of 
error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous 
surveys were conducted in Botswana in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008, 
2012, 2014, and 2017.

Charts
Figure 1: Use of social media as source of news | Botswana | 

2014-2019
Respondents were asked: How often do you get news from 

the following sources: Social media such as Facebook, Twitter, 
WhatsApp, or others? 

Figure 2: Daily use of social media as source of news | by socio-
demographic group| Botswana | 2019

Respondents were asked: How often do you get news from Social 
media such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp or others? (% who say 
“every day”)

Figure 3: Views on the impact of social media  | Botswana | 2019
Respondents were asked: Regardless of whether you personally 

use social media yourself, please tell me whether you agree or 
disagree that social media :

Makes people more informed about current events?
Makes people more likely to believe false news?
Helps people have more impact on political processes?
Makes people more intolerant of those who have different 

political opinions?
 (% who “agree” or “strongly agree” with each statement ) 
Figure 4: Is social media good or bad for society? | Botswana | 

2019 
Respondents were asked: Overall, do you think that the effects 

of social media on society are mostly positive, mostly negative, or 
haven’t you heard enough to say?

Figure 5: Should access to social media be protected or regulated? 
| Botswana        | 2019 

Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is 
closest to your view?

Statement 1: Unrestricted access to the Internet and social media 
helps people to be more informed and active citizens, and should be 
protected.

Statement 2: Information shared on the Internet and social media 
is dividing [Batswana], 

office networks)
In general, the most common cyber-attacks in Botswana are 

Social Engineering related type of attacks, (One way or another we 
have all come across this type of attack, as you will come to realize). 
As the name suggests Social Engineering is the psychological 
manipulation of someone into performing actions or divulging 
confidential information or information they wouldn’t otherwise 
share publicly. The attacker lures an unsuspecting victim into 
clicking a link or visiting an infected website with the goal of 
infecting or inserting malware on the victim’s endpoint. 

There are several ways that a Social Engineering attack can 
be carried out from Phishing, Vishing, Smishing, Pretexting, 
Waterholing etc but the most common way that a social 
Engineering attack is carried out and the method that I will be 
covering here is through a method referred to as Phishing.

Phishing- Which is typically carried out via email is a technique 
where the attacker tries to fraudulently get hold of personal or 
private information or it could just be to trick the victim into 
clicking a link that could install some malware into your machine- 
leading to other type of attacks.

There are several types of Phishing and ironically, they also 
have specific names attached to them beyond the general term of 
“Phishing”. I will just touch on only two types being Spear Phishing 
and Whaling. To give further context to the two types mentioned 
above- In general Phishing is usually a broadcast or an email sent to 
a large number of people by the Attacker also known as the Phisher. 
At one point we have all received an email purportedly from a 
legitimate or known source asking as to claim a prize, to follow a 
link to get freebies or fill out a questionnaire and stand a chance to 
win a fancy gadget.  Spear Phishing is a targeted type of Phishing 
attack, usually targeted towards someone who handles data or a 
function of interest, this could be someone who makes payments or 
handles the payroll or just anyone in relation to what the attacker is 
trying to achieve.

Whaling on the other hand is the same as Spear Phishing except 
that the target is a high-profile individual, this could be the CEO, 
CFO or even a board member as these individuals usually have 
access to classified information.

Other Common cyber-attacks that have been around for a long 
time are Malware and Ransomware Attacks briefly described below.

Malware which is a word derived from malicious software is 
software code which is written specifically for the purpose of 
malicious intentions, this could be delivered to a victim through 
Phishing or just by a user clicking on random links on the internet 
and sometimes it comes hidden in free applications which users 
usually download to avoid paying for software.

Ransomware In its basic form just lures a user into clicking a link 
that will install some malicious ware on your machine inevitably 
encrypting all your data and “holding you at ransom”. If payment 
is not made the attacker doesn’t give you the key to unencrypt your 
data and you end up losing your data.

With digital currency around these days the attacker may demand 
payment in bitcoins as it is faster and could be quite difficult to trace 
the destination of the funds. 

Common ways computers and networks become exposed
The most common ways Computer systems become exposed is 

because of lack of security updates/patches. Criminals are constantly 
looking for loopholes to take advantage of and application owners 
and software developers need to be on their toes, whenever a 
vulnerability is discovered in their software/application they need to 
act fast and release a patch to protect their integrity and their users. 
More often than not attackers gain control of a server or computer 
system through an existing vulnerability, this could be delivered 
by means of malware which is installed on a computer system by 

means of a Phishing attack. 
How to ensure protection against each of these and other forms 

of cyberattacks
In the context of organizations protecting a network is  a whole 

topic in itself as a layered approach is required where security 
is concerned, there is no one thing that will protect you from 
all types of attacks- but making reference to the type of attack 
mentioned above called Phishing I will highlight on the need for 
user security awareness training for all staff members from the 
cleaners to the CEO as this is the cheapest form of defense and yet 
can defend against the most common type of attack, it’s common 
knowledge that the weakest link in Security is “The human element” 
technology can only do so much which is why Phishing is very 
common because in essence It’s easier to “ask” someone to install 
malware for you than it is to break/hack into a computer system and 
install it yourself.

If you are working from home always use VPN software to 
connect to the Office Network.

In Home Networks, which are generally very small , usually with 
just a modem connecting you to the outside world - its’ imperative 
that you protect your endpoints - this being all laptops, computers 
and cellphones connecting on your home network. Firstly, you need 
to have some form of antimalware or endpoint protection software 
on all your home machines or commonly referred to as an antivirus. 
You could get good antivirus software to share with your family 
members for an annual subscription of 4 - 5 hundred  Pula which 
is a small price to pay for the risks of not having one or if you are 
really low on budget, at least install a free version, but like they say 
- there is no such thing as free but better to have something rather 
than nothing. Ensure that your Operating System is patched to the 
latest software/security patches. It’s just best to set your computer 
to auto install the latest updates whenever they are available. Also 
ensure that your antivirus software is updated regularly as well, 
which is what you get from the annual subscription.

Backing up your data is best practice everywhere, invest in a 
portable hard drive  and keep all your important data backed up 
on a hard drive not only to protect yourself should your  computer 
crash but to also to protect yourself from ransomware attacks- 
because if you have the data backed up you do not need to pay any 
ransom should your computer be attacked and its data is encrypted.

On your home wi-fi modem- change your password regularly so 
the device itself is not hacked and have an attacker sniffing all your 
personal data. Always insist in entering the wi-fi password for your 
friends and family. Don’t just give them the password.

Most modems have some basic firewalling features so if you are 
feeling adventurous you can read up and play around with these. 
You can also ask someone with basic IT knowledge to help you set 
up the modem such that only devices that you know can connect to 
the wi-fi by using MAC filtering.

Always Use strong passwords for everything that you access.
There are arguments both for and against password manager 

applications like LastPass or Vault etc, but personally I use a 
password managers except for my online banking passwords 
which are always stored in my head because honestly  it’s a little 
impractical to use unique passwords for everything that you access 
and to change these passwords regularly and still be expected to 
remember ALL these unique passwords, so rather remember one 
really strong password for your password manager that you change 
regularly which encrypts and stores all you other passwords except 
your banking passwords. But never ever write these passwords 
down, whether on your phone or in your diary. Where possible 
always use 2 Factor Authentication if it’s supported by the site you 
are accessing.

*Network Security Engineer, BOFINET

Kgori Capital exonerated from NPF case

*BARCOS MOMPATI 
MBAKHWA 

S tep Up Education Botswana, 
a Community based NGO 
located in Magokotswane ward, 

Molepolole with funding of P72,000 
from Dumela Foundation USA, 
donated food hampers to 100 kids. 
These are kids enrolled in Step Up After 
School and School Break Education 
Program in Magokotswane. 

The event was graced by national 
icon Isaac ‘badman’ Makwala, 
Magokotswane ward Councillor, 
Representatives from Constituency 
Office, Molepolole South and 
Magokotswane Ward Chief. Step Up 
Education Botswana is committed to 
providing Educational Enrichment and 
Psychosocial support to the kids when 
schools resume as a way to mitigate 
the Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
they might have as a result of Corona 
Virus and Lockdown.  When Schools 
resume, Isaac Makwala is committed to 

Step UP, Makwala donate 

mentoring these kids and provide 
long term support to Step Up.

*Centre Director -Step Up 
Education Botswana 
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R esidents of Okavango sub district have dismissed 
claims suggesting that they are behind the recent 
mysterious deaths of about 54 elephants, which continue to 

die in large numbers along the Okavango delta. 
A resident of Seronga, Molathegi Moyei also the chairman of 

Okavango Community Trust (OCT) stated that residents are still 
shocked by the death of elephants. He dismissed claims that farmers 
could have poisoned them as a revenge as they destroy their crops. 
“This time there was minimal human wildlife conflict in our areas 

Mystery over dead elephants 
•  Were elephants poisoned due to 

human-wildlife conflict? 

•   Okavango residents, dept of wildlife 
dismiss poisoning claims 

as many farmers ploughed and secured their yield before elephants 
could destroy their fields. I don’t see any motive for farmers to do 
this,” said Moyei.

Moyei who is also a nominated Botswana Democratic Party 
BDP, highlighted that residents are also cooperating with wildlife 
authorities so that they can find the cause of the death of elephants. 
He also said they have also advised residents not to be tempted to 
feed on elephants’ carcasses as it could be dangerous. 

‘People are cooperating and are not eating on elephants’ carcasses,’ 
Moyei stated.  He also expressed concern that some carcasses were 
found inside the Okavango delta and this poses a threat to their lives 
as residents depend on river. He however, stated that it’s not much of 
a threat as the river is flowing as it washes out the waste. 

Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and 
Tourism issued a statement raising concerns about the mysterious 
death of elephants in Seronga and Eretsha over the last past weeks. 
A total of 12 death were recorded last week compared to 44 that 
were registered on the 18th of March 2020. 

Its further states that preliminary investigations regarding 
the causes of deaths are currently ongoing, whilst surveillance 
operations are underway to trace any more dead elephants. The 
department has also ruled out possibility of poaching because all 

PHILLIMON MMESO
editors@thepatriot.cobw  

S ome multinational companies in the IT industry are 
unhappy with Chief Executive Officer of Botswana Savings 
Banks, Nixon Marumoloa, after losing out on a multimillion 

pula core banking and cyber security tender and have launched a 
smear campaign to discredit him. 

After some of the companies which are said to have close links 
with some senior government official who lost on the Cybersecurity 
tender strategized their plots to portray Marumola and his executive 
management as having received some bribes.

Marumoloa told The Patriot on Sunday that government has 
funded BSB to the tune of P65 million which was budgeted for the 
core banking solution project and a further P14 million for the 
cybersecurity project. “We actually flighted two separate tenders, 
one for core banking system and one for cybersecurity and as of 
today core banking tender has not yet been awarded,” he said.

He revealed that the Cybersecurity tender has been awarded and 
cooling off period has passed and they are at contract negotiation 
stage. On whether BSB has received any complaint regarding the 
tender, Marumoloa answered in negative but indicated that some 
bidders requested debriefing.

The modus operandi of the IT gurus was that BSB used an intern 
to adjudicate on the cybersecurity tender something that Marumola 
vehemently denied. “We keep a register of tender adjudicators 
which is signed off and kept as record for any possible audit by any 
law enforcement agency or auditors,” he said.

Asked if he is aware of any plot to discredit him, Marumola said 
he is not aware of any as no one ever raised a complaint about him 
and his team.

The companies which has approached some senior government 
officials to orchestrate the ousting of Marumola has indicated that 
his team especially procurement officer‘s expertise in the banking 
system is wanting as he selected the companies the he only knows 
with the knowledge and backing of the CEO.

Head of Marketing and Corporate Affairs Bomolemo Selaledi 
indicated that their Procurement Unit which facilitates and manages 
all tendering processes continues to diligently ensure that projects 
are managed as per the Banks’s procurement policy requirements. 
“All Botswana Savings Bank’s tender submissions are taken through 
the necessary assessment/evaluation and approving/adjudicating 
structures, which comprise of highly experienced personnel with 
the relevant expertise,” she responded.

BSB tender 
losers target 
Marumoloa

Dead elephant in the Okavango 

Marumoloa

SOLOMON TJINYEKA
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M P for Maun West, Dumelang Saleshando moved 
swiftly last week to block a tender for the supply of face 
masks to primary schools in the area after it was awarded 

to a foreign company by North West District Council (NWDC) 
management. 

Saleshando, who is the Leader of Opposition in Parliament 
revealed to this publication that a group of local tailors in Maun 
approached him complaining that NWDC had awarded a 
tender to supply masks in primary schools to a foreign company 
(name withheld) after the said company donated some masks to 
the council. The infuriated tailors, who always supply NWDC 
with school uniform for students in Maun, were shocked and 
disappointed when they learnt that a foreign company had been 
engaged to supply face masks when schools reopen next week.

Saleshando said after receiving the complaints he investigated the 
matter and found out that it was true that management of NWDC 
had engaged a foreign company. 

He then approached the council management demanding 
cancellation of the deal, which contravenes the spirit of citizen 
economic empowerment emphasised by government for provision 
of goods and services in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

Saleshando in masks tender row

Govt de-horns, relocates rhinos 
• DWNP secretly evacuate rhinos from Okavango Delta    • Poachers kill four (4) more rhinos during lockdown

PHILLIMON MMESO 
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

F aced with the surge in rhinoceroses poaching which 
is threatening the population of the black rhino, Department 
of Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP)  have implemented 

the ‘no horn no poaching’ system.
Highly placed sources have revealed that the operation to 

dehorn the rhinos which was agreed by cabinet early this year was 
carried out quietly during the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown.  “The 
dehorning and evacuating the rhinos was done quietly so as not to 
alert the poachers who would have rushed to kill them before the 
mission is taken,” revealed a source.

The decision to dehorn the rhino came after advice by experts 
that it will reduce the poaching of the rhino especially the black 
rhino which is critically endangered. “Dehorning of rhinos is meant 
to deflect poachers from them as they will not have any interest in 
killing them,” explained a wildlife experts.

Anti-poaching units have been struggling to contain the poaching 
of rhinos as the machine that is used to monitor their movement is 
missing and is suspected to be in the hands of poachers who always 
managed to evade patrols. “During the dehorning and evacuation 
process two rhinos were killed by poachers, who got the small 
horns,” revealed a source involved in the operation.

Information gathered by this publication shows that the rhinos 
have now been evacuated from the Delta to protected areas. DWNP 
are said to have been racing against time to relocate the rhinos 
before full moon this month which is a perfect timing for poachers 
as they won’t use any light to kill but rely on the light from the 
moon. 

“For security reasons we cannot reveal where we have moved 
them as it will expose them to more danger of the poachers,” 

De-horned rhino [INSERT: Minister of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and Tourism Philda Kereng] [PIC:DISCOVERYMAGAZINE]

NWDC has since obliged and reversed the decision. 
Saleshando said he is disappointed to learn that NWDC 

overlooked capable Batswana in the district who can manufacture 
and supply masks. He encouraged the council to always engage 
small medium business in the district to supply them with face 
masks in schools. “What is important now is that the tender will 
now be awarded to Batswana,” he said. 

The NWDC Council Secretary, Motlogelwa Thuso confirmed 
that the leader of opposition approached the council complaining 
about the awarding of the tender. He said the matter was at the sub 
district of Maun Administrative Authority MAA. “The issue is being 
attended to,” said Thuso. 

The chairman of MAA, Vepaune Moreti, said he was shocked to 
learn that the administrative leadership, who are his subordinates, 
had awarded a tender to a foreign company while there are many 
Batswana who can do the same job. He, however, said the mistake 
has been rectified and the council will engage local tailors to supply 
them with face masks. 

Moreti said the council always engages local tailors to supply 
them with school uniforms. “We always have beneficiaries we 
engage to supply us with school uniform. It would be embarassing 
now for a council to buy masks from a foreign company,” he said, 
adding that a mask is something that anyone can produce and 
therefore it can be awarded to a foreign company. 

• Blocks award of tender to foreign company    • NWDC overlooks local tailors, favours foreigners

revealed a source.
In the past 12 months the country has seen unprecedented rise in 

rhinoceros poaching with nearly 50 killed in the last 11 months.
The contentious scheme to dehorn the rhinos was made 

public, apparently in error, in a radio interview by Minister of 
Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and Tourism 
Philda Kereng in February this year. This is said to have infuriated 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi who was in Switzerland as it caused 
panic among poachers who wanted to reach the rhinos first before 
they were being tracked, sedated and dehorned which saw the rise 
in rhino poaching increasing. 

DWNP Acting Director Dr Cyril Taolo said since the beginning 
of May, a total of four (4) rhinos have been poached. “Efforts are 
ongoing to combat rhino poaching in the Okavango Delta including 
relocation of black rhinos and dehorning.  We are still investigating 
the cause of the recent elephant mortalities that where observed 
in the Seronga area. There is no evidence to date to indicate that 
poisoning is involved. 

\The public should not touch any observed carcasses a d report 
dead elephants to wildlife authorities. A team comprising wildlife 
and veterinary experts has been dispatched to the area to conduct 
further investigations,” he said.

carcasses of the elephants found intact. 
North West regional wildlife officer, Dimakatso Ntshebe told this 

publication that as of yesterday carcasses of recovered along the 
delta area stand at 54 which is high number.  The regional wildlife 
officer says the death of elephants still unknown and the tests have 
been conducted and sent to Gaborone veterinary laboratory, results 
are expected next week. Ntshebe further stated that they could not 
state whether its anthrax or any disease as that will be revealed by 
the postmodern. 

He however stated the department still shocked by the mortality 
rate of elephants as it is the first time to experience such especially 
in the many elephants dies this season as they always die during the 
dry season. Ntshebe also said previously some hippos and elephants 
died due to anthrax outbreak but not at such a high rate. 

The regional wildlife boss further ruled out poisoning of elephants 
as it could also lead to collateral damages of some scavengers 
feeding on elephants’ carcasses also died but that was not the case. 
“If it was poisoning, some scavengers who were feeding on elephant 
carcasses could have died but that was not the case,” he said, adding 
that they are still not sure of the death of elephants. 

Saleshando 
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Re itumelela go begela Babeeletsi le bana le seabe gore go dupiwa ga dibuka tsa madi tsa ngwaga o fedileng ka 
Sedimonthole 2018 go weditswe mme  jaanong a tla sekasekwa ke  ba ba maleba pele ga a gololwa. E re go itumedisa gore 
tiro e e bo e wetse, re amogela gore ga re a kgona go rola maduo a ka Moranang 2020 jaaka re ne re boletse pele. Tsholofelo 
ke gore maduo a a Sedimonthole 2018 a gatisiwe mo dipampiring ka beke ya ntlha ya Seetebosigo 2020 a bo a romelelwa 
Babeeletsi mo go yone beke eo.

Phuthego ya Babeeletsi (“AGM”) 

JaakaJaaka go setse go boletswe, letsatsi la phuthego ya Babeeletsi le tla bolelwa fa seemo sa tshoganetso se se tlhomilweng ke 
Puso go tlhabantsha bolwetsi jwa COVID-19 se sena go fela. 

Maduo a ngwaga o wetseng ka 2019

Go dupiwa ga dibuka tsa madi tsa ngwaga o wetseng ka Sedimonthole 2019 go tla simolola ka kgwedi yone e ya 
Motsheganong 2020 mme go wele ka Lwetse 2020. 

Re a leboga. 

AMENDED UPDATE ON THE AUDIT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 

We are pleased to inform Shareholders and other Stakeholders that the draft financial statements  for the year ended December 
2018 and the draft audit opinion have been finalised. They will now be subjected to approval processes.  Despite this positive 
turn of events, we acknowledge that we were not able to publish the financials by 30 April 2020 as previously anticipated.  It is 
expected that the December 2018 financials will be published in the press in the first week of June 2020 and circulated to 
Shareholders in the same week.

Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) 

AgainAgain as previously stated, the 2018 AGM date will be held as soon as it is possible to do so once the state of emergency to 
combat the spread of COVID-19 has been lifted. 

Update on 2019 audit

The audit for the financial year ended December 2019 will commence in May 2020 and is expected to be concluded in 
September 2020. A further update on the 2019 audit will be issued in due course. 

In the meantime, trading in BBS Limited shares remains suspended.

Thank you. 

have also been overlooked by social workers. 
Moswaane cautioned the city of Francistown leadership to 

refrain from rejecting grievances from those who complain about 
not being assisted through the program, which may be delivered 
later than six weeks because they remain hopeful. He further 
noted that a lot of issues still need to be addressed by the ministry 
of local government and rural development, and solutions 
developed in time before the next distribution of food hampers in 
June. 

Responding to Moswaane’s relentless attack,  Modukanele 
conceded that local authorities and the ministry head office are 
overwhelmed because they were never prepared for the COVID-
19 pandemic and its effects, hence the large number of challenges 
experienced in delivery of food packages. “We started the 
program without much planning. That alone means there were 
bound to be problems. We had to shoot as we run. If we fall, we 
dust ourselves up and move on,” he said.  Modukanele added that 
his ministry took a deliberate decision to use Batswana suppliers 

to empower citizens, even though delays in delivery were 
observed due to shortage of food supply in wholesalers. With the 
exercise coming to an end in June, Modukanele emphasized that 
councils have not yet closed the window for re-assessment. 

He further noted that since lockdown had been eased Batswana 
are now able to go out and hustle for themselves, adding that 
government is yet to review whether the program will continue 
or not. Giving a report of the Francistown district COVID-19 
food relief exercise, the Town Clerk Lopang Pule said a total of 35 
suppliers within the locality were engaged for the exercise where 
all of them were able to deliver 50 food baskets to households as 
the first batch. He observed that some suppliers had challenges in 
delivering the next batch of 200+ food baskets. 

Pule also noted that out of a target of 28 432 households to be 
assessed in Francistown, only 24 940 households were assessed 
as of May 20th and a total of 17 940 households were approved 
to receive the food relief packages. Of the total approved, 17 303 
households had received their food packages as at May 20th. 
The total food basket expenditure as at 20th May stood at P3 787 
689.77 

Moswaane blasts Govt.
FROM PAGE 1

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

The Coordinator of the COVID-19 task force team Dr 
Kereng Masupu has warned Batswana not be excited and 
break COVID-19 precautionary measures saying lockdown 

still remain an option.
Botswana’s two months long lockdown was lifted on Wednesday 

midnight enabling people to move freely without permits across 
their zones but the new cases poured in despite the lifting.

However, restriction of movement between zones is prohibited 
unless one has travel permit.

Dr Masupu while briefing the journalists on Friday said just a few 
days after the lockdown was lifted, euphoria and excitement has led 
to some of Mogoditshane residents to flouting the laws.

He noted that COVID-19 task force team was concerned that 
people in Mogoditshane were caught roaming the streets without 
even wearing mask and others were even handshaking.

“We are very disappointed by the conduct of Mogoditshane 
people who don’t adhere to the set preventative measures and 
guidelines. Wearing of mask in the public space is mandatory and 
I want to caution Batswana to respect the preventative measures to 
avoid danger,” he lamented.

Consequently, Dr Masupu said the possibilities of the country 
to go back into another lockdown is still an option noting that the 
country is far from beating the virus hence a need to cooperate.

“It is important for Batswana at large to exercise good behavior 
at all times so that we avoid another possible long lockdown. Let us 
avoid more excitement it is early,” Dr Masupu pleaded. 

He revealed that one Zimbabwean citizen who returned home 
from Botswana tested positive for the novel Coronavirus insisting 
that they will investigate the case for more details to follow.

The Zimbabwean government on Thursday confirmed two new 
imported cases of COVID-19 bringing tally of cases to 48, the two 
were females returning from Botswana and South Africa.

Also as part of speeding up registration process in shops and 
public starting next week, people will no longer be registering 
manually therefore they will use digitalized registration processes.

A QR Code, Masupu said it will be launched on Tuesday its app 
could be downloaded online.

Another Lockdown 
possible 
• COVID-19 response team cautions nation to behave
• Mogoditshane residents flout rules -Dr Masupu
• A Zimbabwean returning from Botswana tests positive

Botswana is one of the few countries in the region that has 
recorded low cases of COVID-19 with 29 alongside Lesotho which 
has only 1 case and Namibia with 18 confirmed cases as well.

The neighboring South Africa has turned to be the epicenter of 
disease both in SADC and Africa at large having passed over 17 000 
cases and country will soon go into level three of lockdown.

As a result, the concern for Botswana is that the more cases surge 
in South Africa also poses a big threat to Botswana as a number of 
new cases recorded involved cross border truck drivers.

Professor Mosepele Mosepele announced prior to lifting the 
lockdown that all four (4) new cases that were recorded were 
imported from truck drivers hence Botswana still in danger.

Dr Masupu 

China will not set an economic growth goal for this 
year as it deals with the fallout from the coronavirus 
pandemic. It is the first time Beijing has not had a gross 

domestic product (GDP) target since 1990 when records began.
The announcement was made by Premier Li Keqiang at the start 

of the country’s annual parliament meeting.
The world’s second largest economy shrank by 6.8% in the first 

quarter from a year ago as lockdowns paralysed businesses.
“This is because our country will face some factors that are 

difficult to predict in its development due to the great uncertainty 
regarding the Covid-19 pandemic and the world economic and 
trade environment,” Premier Li said.

The country’s leadership has promised to boost economic support 
measures amid growing concerns that rising unemployment could 
threaten social stability.

The move comes as tensions between Beijing and Washington 
are becoming increasingly strained over the coronavirus pandemic, 
trade and Hong Kong.

On Thursday, President Donald Trump stepped up his attacks on 
China, suggesting that the country’s leader, Xi Jinping, is behind a 

“disinformation and propaganda attack on the United States and 
Europe.”

It came as Mr Trump and other Republicans have escalated their 
criticism of Beijing’s handling of the early stages of the outbreak.

Also on Thursday, China announced plans to impose new 
national security legislation on Hong Kong after last year’s pro-
democracy protests.

The announcement was met with a warning from Mr Trump that 
the US would react “very strongly” against any attempt to gain more 
control over the former British colony.

Separately, two US senators have proposed legislation to punish 
Chinese entities involved in enforcing the planned new laws and 
penalise banks that do business with them.

Earlier this week, the US Senate unanimously passed a proposal 
to delist Chinese companies from American stock exchanges if they 
fail to comply with US financial reporting standards.

US-listed Chinese companies have come under increasing 
scrutiny in recent weeks after Luckin Coffee revealed that an 
internal investigation found hundreds of millions of dollars of its 
sales last year were “fabricated”. [BBC] 

Botswana 2nd in mobile phone penetration 
in sub-Saharan Africa – Report

China scraps growth target for first time

O ut of 14 sub-Saharan African (SSA) countries, 
Ghana is fourth in terms mobile phone penetration. 
With a percentage of 127.3%, Ghana is beating Africa’s 

most populous country Nigeria and also Kenya, with mobile phone 
penetration of 85.5% and 101.8%, respectively. 
According to Fitch Solutions, South Africa is the leader with a 173% 
rate of penetration in SSA. 
It is followed by Botswana with a 150.6% rate of mobile phone 
penetration. 
In 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th places are Gabon (138%), Namibia 
(113%), Kenya (101.8%) and Zambia (94.8%) respectively. 
Nigeria (85.5%), Zimbabwe (83.7%), Tanzania (82%) and 
Mozambique (51.7%) are placed 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 
respectively. 
Angola and Ethiopia are 13th and 14th, respectively, with 
penetration rates of 42.2% and 40.4%, respectively. For 3G and 
4G subscribers, the penetration rate in Ghana is 53.2% and 5.6%, 
respectively. 
This is compared with 57% and 23.4%, respectively in South Africa. 
For Botswana and Nigeria, 3G and 4G penetration rates are 54% 

and 22.5% respectively, and 50.4% and 13.7%, correspondingly. 
Fitch analysed that the e-commerce market in SSA is relatively 
underdeveloped compared to elsewhere in the world, with many 
households not offering a high enough disposable income level to 
support the e-Commerce market. 
There are also a number of operational obstacles that have 
hampered e-commerce expansion in SSA. Payments have proven 
a barrier to development, with cash on delivery deeply rooted in 
consumer behaviour in SSA. 
However, mobile money is now more commonplace, so 
digital payments becoming less of an obstacle for e-Commerce 
development. 
Fitch added: “We believe that COVID-19 related lockdowns and 
stay at home orders will necessitate the process of ordering goods 
and services online, making consumers more comfortable with the 
process, which will extend beyond the period of lockdowns”. 
It explained that for consumer-facing companies, the prohibition of 
non-essential retail within the bricks and mortar segment will force 
many firms to shift to expand or break into e-Commerce, with this 
segment of retail likely to be the main source of revenue for many 
retailers over a significant period of 2020. [ghanaweb.com]

Donald Trump with Xi Jinping
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I t was a week of unforced errors and misinformation 
from the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Land 
Management, Water & Sanitation Services Bonolo Khumotaka 

as she ‘downdated’ the nation on the North South Water Carrier 
(NSC2.2) and moving of high capital projects from Project 
Management Office to Water Utilities Corporation.

 Khumotaka denied that there is political and Directorate 
of Intelligence Services (DIS) interference in awarding and or 
cancellation of tenders.

“At our ministry we follow procurement process and there is 
no where we meet with Office of the President even the Minister 
responsible doesn’t not interfere in the process and I must assure 
the nation that even DIS has not authority in our procurement 
processes and has never even tried to interfere,” she said.

In February and March this year, the PS summoned the PMO 
officers staff who were evaluating the NSC 2.2 Contract 04 to 
embellish and change evaluation report to which the PMO officers 
refused. 

Though Khumotaka denied the interference of the Office of the 
President in the multibillion NSC 2.2 Projects, early last year, PMO 
staff were summoned at OP where they were instructed to put 
aside technical evaluation undertaken by the consultant Bergstan 
Consulting Engineers for the P1.3 billion Masama/Mmamashia 
pipeline which is contract 01. The senior officials which included 
one of the former Water Utilities Corporation senior officer now 
with DIS instructed the PMOs to do the reevaluation of the tender 
which has initially shortlisted WBHO as the best in technical report.

The entire project NSC 2.2 from Palapye to Mmamashia 
Treatment Plant (270km’s) has four contracts; contracts 01-04.

Masama to Mmamashia pipeline will cost P1.3 billion, Mahalapye 
to Masama P1.1 billion, and Palapye to Mahalapye 1.3 billion.

The last one is associated feeder tanks and break pressure tanks 
which will cost P800 million.

NSC will bring 120 mega liters of water per day down the pipeline 
with 110 mega liters per day reaching Mmamashia Water Treatment 
Plant Works. The other 10 mega liters will remain at Mahalapye to 
supply Tswapong South villages. The 110 mega liters per day will 
ensure water security within the eastern corridor all the way to 
Sekhutlhane.

Last year DIS advised MLWS to terminate dealings China Jiangsu 

Unforced errors from PS 
• No political interference from OP and DIS • Political interference there 

• PMOs don’t have capacity to carry major projects-PS

an issue of capacity, claiming that PMO doesn’t have the capacity 
while WUC does. This contradicts WUC which is currently 
implementing the World Bank Projects which are severely delayed. 
In offering reasons for the delay, WUC have indicated to Ministry of 
Finance and Economic Development and World Bank that they are 
under resourced. 

“Though both units have engineers, WUC has proven to be more 
capacitated on project management and understand the water plans 
making it easier for them to attend to pipe faults,” she said.

Further, for the projects that are being transferred to WUC from 
PMO, WUC has requested that the personnel that were handling 
the projects at PMO should be seconded to WUC as they WUC 
doesn’t have the resources to handle the projects.

She rebutted allegations that they violated the Water Act by 
transferring the projects indicating that Public Procurement and 
Asset Disposal Board (PPADB) has advised them to do so.

“We sought the advice of the PPADB who gave us the green 
light to transfer the projects as they didn’t have any problem with 
the move, she said. PMO was instituted as a Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) with the sole mandate of managing high capital 
infrastructure projects since 2006.

“The PMO has undeniably been industry leaders in Project 
Management and Project Implementation and this can be attested 
to by the projects that they have successfully completed. Even 
construction industry players will testify to the performance of the 
PMO. The same can hardly be said about WUC and again it may be 
unfair to compare as WUC’s mandate has always been Water Supply 
and not Project implementation,” commented one industry player 
who refused to be named.

There is fear among some engineers that the transfer of the water 
projects to WUC is going to burden them as they still have almost 
25 projects funded by World Bank which are behind schedule.

“They have their own maintenance and efficiency improvement 
projects to deal with and now adding their 7 projects from the 
development budget and the five high capital projects from PMO 
that’s too much,” lamented one water engineer from WUC.

One of the project that has been a thorn on the back of WUC 
is the Ramotswa Potable Water Treatment Plant which entails 
the construction of a reverse osmosis plant and water ponds for 
water treatment. The project which is started in 2014 is yet to be 
completed. Another thorny project for WUC is the Boteti southern 
water cluster project which has been delayed for more than ten 
years.

reasoning that the Chinese state owned company was involved in 
massive corruption and posing a threat to national security. One 
of the projects awarded to China Jiangsu and canceled due to the 
advice of the DIS includes the construction of a water distribution 
network tender in Maun, worth over P1.5 billion which was later 
awarded to Zhengtai Group Botswana (Pty) Ltd at a value of P1.8 
billion after legal tussle which was settled at the Court of Appeal.

Though Khumotaka denied the interference of the DIS and some 
senior officials at the Office of the President recent court papers 

during the case of Estate Construction and DIS revealed that they 
were again instructed not to pay the company for the construction 
of the Kanye Sewage system due to allegations that they were 
associates of former spy chief Isaac Kgosi.
Transfer of high capital water projects to WUC 

On the transfer of the high capital water projects from PMOs to 
WUC, Khumotaka said that this was motivated by the capacity of 
the latter to deliver projects well on time and effectively.

The PS has premised the reason for transfer of projects as being 
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O
n Wednesday midnight the government ended the 
extreme social distancing therefore signifying the 
end of three phases of lockdown. However as part of 

the strategy to further curb the spread of the Covid 19 virus 
the country has now been divided into zones. The zoning is 
said to be made as part of the containment strategy to restrict 
movement of people and allow swift response in the event of an 
aggressive outbreak. 

However the negative impact of lockdown will linger for a long 
time to come in the life of some people. 

During this lockdown, businesses including the transportation 
industry business were severely affected. However some of the 
people said the 48 days they were locked away was an eye opener. 

While most of the businesses were allowed to re-open prior to 
end of the extreme social distancing only a few have gradually 
started operating.  In an interview with the patriot on Sunday 
some of the informal sector businesses and workers around 
Serowe said they have comeback from lockdown with a different 
mindset and they vowed to change the way they were conducting 
their businesses before. 

Lekgowa Balopi, a local taxi operator said the corona virus 
taught him a lot about the manner in which he will run his 
business. He said the sudden lockdown affected them as most of 
them live from hand to mouth. “Most of us believe in hustling to 
put bread on the table, we don’t rely on government food hand-
outs however the unexpected situations affected most of us as it 
found our bank accounts empty. 

Balopi said the situation however was a life lesson as he 
was able to learn that one of the things that are lacking in the 
informal sector business owners and workers is the notion of 
saving their hard earned money. “We are the people who believe 
in spending, even though this money hardly comes our way, we 
believe that every day after a long day at work you should go 

home with a plastic in your hand...even if there is floor at home 
you will go in a shop and buy a loaf of bread” he said.  Balopi 
who is also the chairman of Serowe Taxi Association said one of 
the things that he did was to meet with his colleagues to examine 
the effects of lockdown on their businesses and their lives and 
discuss what they can do going forward. “We agreed that there 
are lot of things that need to be changed in order to better match 
the situation we were in the future, we know that we earn little 
from this business and I have advised them that any amount of 
money can be saved” he said. 

“Money as little as 10 pula can be saved, the banks had made 
it easy for everybody to deposit money at their ATMs without 
having to get inside the bank, even when you knock off after 
hours you can deposit your money instead of keeping it in your 
pockets where you may pointlessly spend it or maybe lose it” he 
added. Balopi further advised his colleagues in the Taxi industry 
to turn their permits into companies so that they too can benefit 
from subsidies that are paid to companies to help them during 
lockdown. “The truth is the reason why BURS don’t recognise 
us is because we as taxi owners don’t recognise this industry as a 
meaningful business, to some this business is just something that 
they can earn extra cash at the side” he said. 

He also said there is a need for the informal sector to form 
associations that will advocate for them in times like this 
“The informal sector should learn that unity can help them in 
bringing changes that can help them in smooth flow of their 
businesses...besides being an advocate for them the association 
can be a market of ideas where they can learn how to run 
businesses and get information on government programmes that 
can help grow their businesses” he advised.  

He also advised businesses in the informal sector to take 
advantage of the government institutions like LEA which 
currently registering informal and formal SMMEs operating in 
the country to qualify for Covid 19 relief and CEDA which had 
come up with a stimulation programme called Lethabile which 
help informal sector to acquire loans up to 10 000 pula .

New business approach 
post lockdown 

Khumotaka 

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

S ome Social Workers in Tlokweng who are feeling the 
brunt of pressure from hungry public in Tlokweng has 
advised the public to take their concerns over delayed food 

basket to Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development, 
Eric Molale as food distribution continues to suffer.

Food basket distribution delays has turned out to be a major 
concern in the village especially amongst people who reside in 
Tlokweng as tenants hence describing the actions as tribalism.

Section of the society which complain of lack of access to 
food since the roll out earlier last month reportedly taken war to 
Tlokweng Sub Council demanding answers over food delays.

This publication caught up with some of social workers who 
hinted that they are living under a lot of stress from some people 
who haven’t received their food baskets despite them have been 
assessed but the social workers indicate that there is a massive 
shortage of food supplies.

“I have the targets to extend a distribution to all the members of 

‘Talk to Molale,’ Social 
Workers tell angry mob 

Molale 

the households that I have assessed in two wards in the village. The 
route of sourcing food is very slow hence this led to some of homes 
not getting even their first basket, “said one social worker bearing to 
burden.

Also, she said some individuals as a result of anxiety have turned 
to reaching her mobile phone whilst others who know her house 
often visits even beyond work hours asking for their grocery.

Another social worker who said he has been subject to facing 
abusive tone noted that public should not blame them but take their 
concerns to Minister Molale and their political leaders.

He revealed that since Molale and COVID-19 Food Relief 
Coordinator Gabriel Seeletso alluded to the challenges last week in 
national television then the public must know the cause for delay.

“It is better if some members of the public who are not 
cooperative take their aggrivances directly to the ministry. The 
minister said the money which was allocated for the food basket 
has been depleted. This is equal to abuse and political leaders fuels 
tension too,” he added.

Public outrage
The public has been condemning the slow process of 

disseminating food thus sparking conflict between the social 
workers and the society especially non- Batlokwa who decry of 
sabotage. As lockdown was lifted those who are yet to receive their 
package are concerned that it is going to be a difficult process to get 
the food since lot of people have resumed work or way of living.

In an interview with one of the concerned member of society said 
one Social Worker told them that cannot give him food as she noted 
that priority is given to Batlokwa hence sparking anger.

“The way some of social workers are handling the process is very 
unprofessional because I think they personalize the food picking 
the families they know first. I survive by operating a haircut so I 
resumed my business but it is still slow hence I doubt I will get this 
food,’’ said Moagi Botlhole. 

Tlokweng Sub District Council Chairman Fido Mfolo was not 
available for comment as his phone was off but leaders have agreed 
to ensure the food packages reach to all deserving individuals.

Also Francistown MP Ignatius Moswaane has been engulfed in 
conflict with authorities over the similar crisis in his constituency 
and demanded that ministry addresses the worsening situation.

Moswaane on Friday called the relevant authorities for a 
consultative meeting on the issues.
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Call for creative
arts submissions
FNBB in partnership with FNBB Foundation is making a nationwide 
call for creative arts submissions. The creative community has been 
hard hit by the Covid-19 pandemic, prompting us to introduce the 
Bodiragatsi Jwame, Lentswe lame initiative aimed at supporting 
creative arts during this difficult time.

Submit your creative proposal to csi@fnbbotswana.co.bw;
 no later than 29 May 2020. T’s & C’s apply. 
For more information call

(BTC & Orange)

LITERARY ARTS
• FNBB wishes to appoint a facilitator to run a digital writer’s workshop. 
• Following the workshop, the attendants will be entered into an essay 

competition – which the facilitator will coordinate and adjudicate 
 (theme to be determined at a later date).
• The top 5 best essay’s will be rewarded as follows; P5000 each.
• The facilitator will be rewarded with P10 000.
• The review process may take up to 1 week.
• The initiative is open to Batswana citizens only. 
• Only successful candidates will be contacted.

L ike virtually every other country in the world 
Botswana is attempting to deal with the ongoing 
Coronavirus pandemic in the best way it can. Intelligent 

CIO’s Mark Bowen looks at how technology companies are playing 
a crucial role.

The year 2020 has not been an easy one for Botswana. The 
southern African country has in more recent times transformed 
itself into one of the world’s fastest-growing economies with its 
development dominated by mining, cattle and tourism.

But this year Botswana has been on a lockdown that started late 
March that has now begun to ease although its citizens are still 
advised to wear face masks and wash hands.

Although, in the words of Dr Kereng Masupu, the country’s 
Covid-19 Task Force Co-ordinator: “Depending on the coronavirus 
disease pattern, a return to lockdown will remain an option.”

Thankfully, Botswana has a relatively low number of Covid-19 
infections and deaths but this has not stopped the authorities, 
educational institutions and tech companies taking the outbreak 
extremely seriously with an urge to play their part.

Botswana university develops software tools on COVID-19 data 
monitoring

For instance, researchers with the University of Botswana have 
developed computer software tools to help deal with the country’s 
COVID-19 situation.

The software tools include a dashboard of novel Coronavirus 
infection cases, as well as applications for remotely monitoring the 
status of patients in quarantine.

University Vice Chancellor David Norris said that the three 
software tools were worked out by researchers from the departments 
of engineering and technology, computer science and medicine.

“The faculty of engineering and technology has developed a web 
map visualisation and live tracking dashboard that records data 
and shows real time trends of information on COVID-19 cases in 
Botswana,” said Norris.

He said the dashboard was developed in collaboration with the 
Botswana Institute of Geomatics (BIG) and is manned by university 
personnel.

The two self-assessment applications are for remote monitoring of 
those in and out of quarantine and also for frontline health workers. 
“The self-assessment applications will drive data received from the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness Department of Monitoring and 
Evaluation for assessment and analysis to assist in real time decision 
making,” said Norris.

The developed systems have been set up to interface with the 
health ministry’s information system, he added.

Business Continuity for BoFiNet

One of the country’s major technology enterprises to make a 
significant impact beyond the country’s own borders is Botswana 
Fibre Networks (BoFiNet), a telecommunications company that is 
wholly owned by the Government of Botswana.

The company has been charged with the responsibility of running 
an important national strategic asset in the high capacity fibre 
network within Botswana, as well as the international terrestrial 
links from Botswana to the rest of the world.

BoFiNet manages these fibre networks in order to create an 
open access wholesale capability, serving the telecommunications 
industry in Botswana and abroad. The intent is to drive the vision 
of Botswana by promoting an Information, Communications and 
Technology (ICT) enabled environment.

BoFiNet is a wholesale provider of internet and 
telecommunications infrastructure services. As a result, it does not 
sell its services to end-users. Instead, it does so to licensed Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) who then sell their services to individual 
end-users and businesses.

As a wholesaler it is the company’s mandate to build and operate 
world class telecommunications infrastructure that will facilitate 
broadband penetration and enable ISPs to connect end-users.

Unsurprisingly, given the nature of its role the company is 
currently playing a vital part in the country’s life. It has been 
actively involved in the #KeepBotswanaSafe campaign and has been 
encouraging the wearing of face masks and regular hand washing. 

However, BoFiNet felt the need to issue a statement 
about its Business Continuity to reassure mobile users that 
telecommunications services would still be available throughout the 
pandemic.

A statement posted on Facebook read: “In view of the current 
global outbreak of COVID-19, Botswana Fibre Networks would 
like to inform its stakeholders and the public on the following 
Business Continuity response measures we have taken in wake of 
the pandemic to ensure that we remain in operation while assuring 
the safety of our employees and stakeholders.

“We are pleased to announce that we have chosen a paperless 
billing and enquiring solution to add convenience and flexibility 
to our customers. No more paper, no more stamps and no more 
headaches!

Huawei signs ICT pact with Botswana Open University
Away from the pandemic, one of the country’s major 

telecommunications players has been busily planning for the future. 
Chinese telecoms giant Huawei Technologies Botswana has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Botswana 
Open University (BOU) for the establishment of an Information 
and Communications Technology academy at the higher learning 
institution.

Ye Huihui, Huawei Technologies Botswana Managing Director, 
said that through the MoU, Huawei is striving to meet its obligation 
to cultivate knowledge and impact communities with the necessary 
information that can assist or enable them to lead independent and 
productive lives.

“This MoU means that BOU is now fully registered under the 
Huawei ICT Academy and has a full mandate to resource through 
online or directly in the field of routing and switching,” he said.

Huawei will continue to support BOU in the training of 
instructors to match the learning demands, updating of the course 
content and evaluating of the institutional performance, he added.

The Huawei ICT Academy programme was established in 2013 
under which the telecoms giant has provided quality courses 
and support services to university or colleges to help them 
train teachers, establish and optimise ICT majors, improve the 
curriculum system and build standard labs.

Since 2015, Huawei has partnered with more than 600 
international universities to set up ICT academies, helping the 
universities improve their ICT teaching abilities and training more 
than 1, 500 teachers.

Through this programme, Huawei aims to develop two million 
ICT professionals and popularise digital skills over the next five 
years by collaborating with universities.

[https://www.intelligentcio.com/]

Botswana: Tackling tough times and looking to the future

Ye Huihui, Huawei Technologies Botswana Managing Director[L] 
with  BOU Deputy Vice Chancellor , Frank Youngman
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ADAM PHETLHE 
ON SUNDAY! 

I t doesn’t require rocket science see that all the 
Covid-19 cases were imported resulting in local contacts 
spreading the virus throughout the country. It could 

suggest that had Botswana locked her borders earlier than is 
the case, and that those who arrived from the red zones were 
quarantined as soon as they reached points of entry, we could 
possibly still be at zero Covid-19 cases. But whatever stringent 
preventative measures are put in place, human beings being 
human beings still manage to beat those measures to cross 
the borders to import the virus. That said, preventative 
measures put in place by the Covid-19 Task Team have by 
and large prevented bigger numbers of imported cases and 
consequently, reduced local transmissions notwithstanding 
the numbers we currently have.

If my memory serves me well, Botswana is one of those 
countries with fewer numbers of Covid-19 cases compared to 
her other immediate neighbours whether with active, recovered 
and fatalities. The biggest threat to our borderline is South 
Africa whose confirmed Covid-19 numbers and fatalities 
are growing exponentially. News 24, a South African news 
platform, reports that “it is projected that 40,000 people are 
expected to die from Coronavirus in South Africa by November, 
1 million people will be infected and the country is unlikely 
to have enough ICU beds at the peak of the pandemic….this 
according to a presentation by a group of scientists advising 
the government on projections and modelling to inform policy 
and regulations.” By any account, this is a chilling piece of 
information any Motswana wouldn’t want to hear because it has 
a direct socio-economic bearing on the country and her citizens 
in many respects. Gauteng province, which is the economic 

Botswana borders should remain locked to manage Covid-19
hub from which formal and informal trade between itself and 
Botswana is very high in terms of individual small businesses, 
big businesses and government, is the second to the Western 
Cape in terms of the latest confirmed Covid-19 numbers. This 
means the amount of human and vehicular traffic that crosses 
the border into and out of the Gauteng province daily on a 
normal day is by any account huge. By the sheer amounts of 
these movements, it goes without saying that the number of 
Covid-19 cases from the province in particular and South Africa 
in general would be overwhelming on Botswana in almost all 
respects. And this is how.

These numbers will without doubt and on a daily basis bring 
untold strain on the frontline health workers at the busiest 
border post like Tlokweng in terms of fatigue and psychological 
considerations given that health workers are reportedly thin 
in numbers. The current stand-off between these workers 
particularly the nursing fraternity represented by Botswana 
Nursing Union (BONU) with respect to Personal Protective 
Equipment and other related issues is bound to exacerbate the 
situation. This could lead to poor and/or slow screening and 
testing of those entering the country. The current congestion 
at this border and probably other busy borders with the border 
closed to normal human and vehicular traffic services should 
give an indication of how a fully opened border will look like. 
From the border, those who test positive provided there are 
testing kits which provide results in a shorter period like an 
hour or two, would have to be quarantined. This would as well 
put untold strain on quarantine facilities in more ways than one. 
Currently, cargo trucks that have been cleared to deliver have to 
be escorted by the police together with those in transit. As good 
as not saying it, this will put a huge strain on police resources 
which have already been stretched before the advent of Covid-
19. Imagine the foregoing being the order of the day when the 
borders are fully operational and the potential risk of increased 
and imported Covid-19 cases from South Africa in particular 
and anywhere else in general. Those who are currently on the 
ground and providing border services can better explain the 
scenario better for us.

With the above said, the wheels of economic activity should 

turn as well in order to inject life into the economy because such 
is imperative to support and finance the fight against Covid-19. 
This, inevitably, brings the complex question of whether to keep 
the borders closed (save for the essential cargo) as long as the 
Covid-19 graph in South Africa keeps increasing in the interests 
of saving lives or, take the fatal risk of opening them to inject 
life into the economy. It is not in dispute that the continued 
lockdown of Botswana’s border is bringing untold suffering to 
the economy at all levels. Livelihoods of those Batswana who 
heavily rely on intra trade with the South African market for 
their businesses to thrive and prosper have been severely hit and 
cannot be understated. This is the sad reality brought about by 
Covid-19. 

While the question of continued border lockdown is a 
compelling argument to make and that economically speaking, 
such will have a disastrous effect on Botswana’s economy, tough 
choices have to be made. It is either we swim or sink and I think 
given the precarious situation brought by the daily and rising 
Covid-19 numbers in South Africa which I have already stated 
that they have a direct socio-economic bearing in more ways 
than one on Botswana, it is in our interests to keep the borders 
locked down to contain and manage Covid-19 pandemic for 

a better tomorrow. Those who have the privilege of watching 
international news channels can attest to the traumatic 
scenes of how developed countries like the US, UK, Italy are 
overwhelmed by their medical facilities failure to treat Covid-19 
patients who would have reached chronic stages let alone 
patients themselves hanging on a thin thread to dear life. No 
one would wish those scenes on any human being or country. 
But if we open the borders, we will, wittingly or unwittingly, 
be inviting the scenes I have just described. Projections made 
by the South African scientists and referred to above should be 
uppermost in our minds.

With the palpable overhanging danger posed by the imported 
cases of Covid-19 and by no means not downplaying the 
internal threat, it will be tragic, treasonous, unpardonable 
and unforgiveable if the Covi-19 Task Team together with 
government opened our borders for economic activity to 
resume for all the scientific evidence is there for all to see. Like I 
have already said, we have to make a choice of whether we swim 
or sink. I would rather swim than sink. I am prepared to be 
persuaded otherwise as always. Judge for Yourself!

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

I n response to COVID~19, Botswana has adopted 
several measures to avoid a wide spread of this pandemic. 
Some of the measures effected include restriction of 

movements, social distancing of at least a metre, avoiding 
crowded places and practicing thorough hygiene especially 
hand washing. These steps have some influence on our daily 
lives. The impact of which will define our new values and 
norms. The extent to which COVID~19 will affect our culture 
will depend on the duration that we shall coexist with the 
virus. A lot of our cultural practices are bound to change 
if the pandemic persist for a longer period. My fear is that 
this reality looks more probable. It is possible that the world 
medical fraternity may just strike gold and find a vaccine by 
the end of the year, but the chances of that happening are less 
likely, if we are to go by the processes involved in coming up 
with these vaccines. Not to mention the challenges of large 
scale production of such a vaccine supposing it is found and 
the distribution thereof.

‘Heart of the matter’ this week is about the possibility of us 
coexisting with coronavirus. So far, we have done extremely 
well in so far as avoiding a large scale outbreak of the disease. 
The general health infrastructure available and the psychological 
readiness would have not handled the seemingly less known 
coronavirus if the disease was treated just like any other known 
disease. Therefore, it is very much in order to appreciate 
the COVID~19 protocols put in place so far. What we now 
know about the disease has left us with no choice but start to 
embracing the possibility of a coexistence with the virus. It is a 
fact that we cannot lockdown for ever. Lives ought to go back 
to normalcy. The economy needs to open up. As social beings, 
we ought to start fulfilling that human need. The question then 
becomes ‘how do we balance the need for opening up economic 
activities as against the need to protect human lives from 
COVID~19?’. The answer lies in what we know so far about the 
way the disease is transmitted. So far we know that respiratory 
droplets are the main transporters of the coronavirus, between 
an infected person to a none infected or surfaces with infected 
respiratory droplets to none infected person. Can we do 
something about it as a people? Yes, and we are already doing it 
well.

The way we are heedfully avoiding a wide-spread of the virus 
in terms of our behaviour should determine the new normal. 
We have literally stopped greeting each other by way of shaking 
hands. We have learnt to constantly wash our hands with 
soap. We frequently use alcohol-based sanitizers to cleanse our 

The New Normal

hands and surfaces. Wearing a mask in public has become such 
a norm. We even do not engage in anything that will require 
some kind of touching with strangers, we keep a distance of at 
least a metre. Good respiratory practices such as covering our 
mouths and nose when sneezing and coughing is something 
that we have since adopted. These are some of the daily practices 
that we have adopted in order to obviate the spreading of the 
disease. I must admit that these practices are what will constitute 
our new norm. Most importantly, COVID~19 has sparked 
some conversation over some of our cultural practices like 
funerals and weddings. Remember, our funerals and weddings 
are defined by huge crowds and by extension they come at a 
very huge cost. COVID~19 protocols have since curtailed these 
arrangements and rather posit that numbers attending either 
funerals or weddings should be limited to a very small number. 
Shouldn’t we adopt this arrangement as our new culture? 

Weddings and funerals came at a very huge cost to the 
affected family. Of course we all know the logic behind the 
crowding of people during these events. It is mainly to help 
console the bereaved or celebrate with those that are getting 
married. But the affected persons of these events incur very 
huge costs in feeding the big crowds during the events. Imagine 
feeding the crowds for almost five days in the case of a funeral. It 
is highly likely that the family affected will have two reasons for 
feeling awful, one being the loss of their relative and the other 
being the costs attached to feeding the crowds. Culture is fluid 
and not static. It is determined by the values and experiences 
of the living people. The ‘dynamic aspect of culture’ therefore 
comes in as people try to adapt to various circumstances 
affecting the community at large. Coronavirus has emphasised 
the need for good hygiene through frequent cleansing of hands 
and surfaces, and social distancing. I submit therefore that we 
stick to these practices as our new ways of doing our cultural 
business. Keep on social distancing, coronavirus is real.

injobvu1981@gmail.com

I 
am my mother’s only illegitimate child,last born of 
four,ten years younger than the youngest of her 
legitimate ones.

Needless to say I am the only one with a different name in 
this household. The only one related to my grandmother, I 
always say.

Do I feel like an outcast? No! There is never anywhere we 
have gone where we needed to show our last names,even at 
travel no eyebrows have been raised. I was a young traveller 
before the human trafficking issues made life difficult for 
parents to be travelling with their young. I am imagining my 
mother having to have my birth certificate,hers,her marriage 
one,my father’s,my grandma’s,or not,and consent letters, to 
travel with this child she birthed but has no claim to, either by 

You are of love, live love!
Part One 

name or much else. What a pain!
My mother has strong genes. All of us, boys and girls are a 

spitting image of hers. Born of two men, totally different,one 
the smooth talking rich and handsome devil incarnate as my 
eldest sister calls him and the other,the one who sirred me,the 
big nosed,big haired,big hearted rugged man,my dad and a pal 
to my older siblings. Im telling you the producers of  ‘Modern 
Family’ would be green.

Apart from that I feel like my siblings are like my other 
parents, I have never ever felt like I’m not their ‘blood’,not any 
one day. They have been the bestest oldest siblings known to 
child,and so loving. You see I’m also very loveable and I’m way 
younger, so I suppose it was easy for them. But they live love 
too.

The law by itself will decide I’m not legitimate but to my 
dad,momma and my siblings I am as legitimate as they are.

On that legitimacy,their father died,I was little and I don’t 
remember him much. He only ever came by to cause a scene 
in his drunken stupors. So when he died his sisters decided 
that of all of his riches,and oh he was,my siblings (his children) 
didn’t deserve anything,and went on to divide it all amongst 
themselves and their children,and none of his legitimate 
children,got anything,except the houses only my mother knew 
about.

And my father,who has me and two other children has all 
of us covered to eternity. I didn’t need his name to feel like his 
or to even need of his care and  support. I could choose to be a 
bum and I would never lack. Truly!

Does he want to give my grandmother cows so I can use 
his name? No! Does it bother him? No! Three of his children 
( you should see him talk about these children that he didn’t 
even father) use another man’s name and that has not stopped 
him from being their father,present in their lives, at all of their 
school activities,their life activities and including walking 
my sister to her husband in waiting a few years back,with 
unmatched pride!

Does it bother him that his partner,one with whom have 
made a good life and businesses,carries a different name? Not 
in the least. Him and mom say as a people we give the law way 
too much power over our lives unnecessarily.

Do you know how many times they have been asked “what if 
one of you dies?” and each has answered “then they die” when 
in fact that’s not what the people are really asking. But my 
father says people worry too much about things they shouldn’t 
and should remove their noses from their lives. I saw a meme 
I want to print for him and put on his desk. It’s a pic of two 
cartoons and one is holding a nose and saying to the other 
noseless one “here,found this in my business”! Apt!

And my mother? “Child I’ve been through enough laws 
and offices with my first husband to last me a lifetime” she 
says feigning exasperation. What does she even mean? She 
only has had one husband. But I suppose it’s not in what the 
world decides he is to her,but what she decides and lives. I 
respect both their choices and have come to respect them 
immensely,not as my parents but as these people who have not 
had life dictate a way of living to them.

Public transport operator sanitizing passenger before 
entering mini bus  [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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REV. TSHIAMO STEPHEN TAKONGWA

H umanity has been attacked by the invincible 
enemy called Corona virus which is deadly. The 
invincible enemy has changed our day to day order of 

living. We are unable to do the same things in the same ways. 
You can’t plan long term, you can’t really stay close to people 
the way you or they might want. You have to stay in-door and 
wash your hands with soap as regularly as possible. That’s how 
the invincible enemy is dictating life to humanity.

Despite the gloom and darkness that the world is facing 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic we are all reminded that 
darkness does not have any power over light. “This is the 
message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). 
Darkness may try to prevent the light from shining, but it never 
holds back the light enduringly. Ultimately the light will shine 
though. God as the creator of the universe is bigger than the 
Covid-19 health crisis. He can surmount all.

Humanity has been attacked. Let’s remember that Jesus is the 
good shepherd. It is normal that when the sheep are attacked by 
the wolf there is fear and panic. Like the sheep that bolts from 
the sight of a wolf or a particularly scary-looking leaf, even one 

Theological Reflection on Covid-19 Pandemic

human person’s panic is liable to spook the whole herd. It is 
time to keep our heads up and respond in a calm way in the face 
of something that threatens our lives. Lets not forget the good 
shepherd Jesus Christ. God permits evil but He does not allow 
it to defeat us. He permits it only in order to bring greater good 
out of it, so that we will do a rethink on the way our lives are 
going. This is so, so that we turn back from sin and turn more 
towards Him with prayer and confessions in our homes when 
we face up to the fact that we often break His commandments. 
This crisis is a wake-up call from God to get back onto the right 
track again, the tract that leads to Him. For devout holy people 
it is a trial which will bring them even closer to God and straight 
to heaven should He will that they die. Therefore it is time that 
we face the wolf (Covid-19) with a calm spirit, trusting that He 
know what He is doing with each of us but not forgetting to 
follow Public Health regulations at the same time. The Second 
Vatican Council describes humanity as “social in our deepest 
nature”. We have to understand that relationships are not 
optional, that, in fact, they constitute human life. 

Human beings are very vulnerable because we are powerless. 
We have to bear in mind that we affect each other negatively 
and positively. A lot of things in life are beyond our control. 
Humanity is gaining scientific and technological mastery over 

the physical world. As much as we are faced with Covid-19 
we find ourselves coming up with a lot of inventions to try to 
defeat the invincible enemy (eg herbal tea from Madagascar). 
In principle is a good thing. As a consequence, it can become 
easy to lose sight of how helpless we still remain. It is good to 
help ourselves and that is what we should do. But we should 
at the same time guard against the fallacy of thinking that if I 
know about something I can also control it. Sometimes people 
get sick and all we can do is sit there, watch helplessly and suffer 
as long as we don’t have a cure for Covid-19.  Death is certain 
for all of us. We are mortal beings who must all die one day. In 
that frame of mind, nothing is too extreme when attempting 
to defend ourselves against even the remotest possibility of 
death because nothing is worse than death from temporal point 
of view. No one wants to die. Even Jesus Christ was scared of 
death “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me. 
Nevertheless, let your will be done, not mine” (Luke 22:42). It 
is our responsibility to promote and safeguard our lives. There 
is something better than mere earthly life and that is eternal 
life which we have been promised by Jesus Christ in the next 
life and which we have already in this life by His grace in our 
souls when we receive the sacraments. At the same time there is 
something which is worse than death “because this son of mine 
was dead and has come back to life, he was lost is found. And 
they began to celebrate”. (Luke 15:24). I mean the death which is 
mortal sin. The prodigal son dead not physically but spiritually 
but he was restored again when he came back to his father. 
When we are attacked with an invisible enemy like Covid-19 we 
need to have faith in God. Trust in God is very critical during 
these hard times. The love of God towards humanity will never 
change. God’s love is unconditional. God knows our weaknesses 
and the risks and responsibilities we face. Let us trust and pray 
and act boldly in good conscience. As people of faith let us not 
only remember to trust in the love of God for us, but to trust 
it enough to risk embodying this love for others like frontline 
workers, doctors, nurses, soldiers etc.  Let us be people who 
value love more than life and in so doing make whatever life we 
live, be it. Think ahead. All of this will pass. All trials do. So let 
us trust in God. “Let us invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. 
Let us hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them.” 
Pope Francis said.

Rev. Tshiamo Stephen Takongwa
Chaplain
Francistown
00267 72193936

M y professional name in Full is Mbaakanyi 
Lenyatso FCPA, CGMA, ACMA, MAAT. I am 
a fellow professional Accountant recognized in 

America, UK Botswana and global. I. Stood for elections in 
francistown West under UDC and I didn’t win in 2019. I will 
in 2024 don’t worry. 

My wish was to win elections become the minister 
of Agriculture and turn this country in one of the best 
localized economy. I had my own personal objectives that 
were supporting UDC manifesto. Even though most of my 
campaigns were about francistown and sorrounding but all my 
plans where aimed to use francistown as a launching pad to 
greater heights for Batswana in general. 

My letter to you is motivating you to open up and we engage 
both in privacy, official and public to share with you ideas to 
use Agriculture as a turning point to peoples lives. Most of the 
time people engage minister and MPs to gain orbe awarded 
with positions and tanders. I personal I want to offer solutions 
to problems facing our people. 

Our farmers are faced with the following challenges. 
1) Lack of infrastructure in farming lands 
2) Agricultural land 
3) Water 
4) Skills 
5),¬Market 
6) Funding. 
I call this challenges because we can seat down and solve all 

of them. The problem coursing the above is that Agriculture 
has just been relagated to a hobby and social activity. We need 
to review our minds and look to Agriculture as an Economic 
Empowerment tool for the locals. We must review polices and 
acts to help young farmers to gain confidence and see returns 
in Farming. Lot of funds have been wasted in many projects 
in Agriculture which are either poorly designed or disoranted 
and badly implemented. 

We need to create enabling environment for our people by 
doing the following. 

1) coming up with a clear agriculture funding which is 
designed to feet each Agriculture sector on each region 
conditions. It should not be one size fit all approach. The 
funding should be designed to accommodate all scale of 
production. 

2) Create Market for all farm produced products. We should 
not find ourselves doing things haphazard like the Covid-19 
feeding scheme and call it buying from locals. We need to 
develop rural areas markets by coming out with processing 
centers. The first targets market are the primary schools. We 
must allow the villages to design menus that is in line with 
their regional products. By doing this young people at village 
level they would see value in pluaghhing a hactor of beans, 
a hactor of maize a hactor of surghum to sell in a village 
processing center than going to town to look for a job. The 
more they get into farming the village processing centers start 
to supply towns and our food import bill goes down. If I had 
funds I would do it alone as its a multi billion pula project. But 
I can’t find funds and I know gorvement have funds. 

3) Shared machinary and Management services. They is 
no need for young farmers each owning two hactors to have 
a tractor, planter and all you think. They is no need to give 
a young farmer 100 hactors and huge loans to struggle with. 
What is needed is have incubation farmers from a hactor to 
10 hactors per farm in on arrea. Then have all machinary and 
equipment for those farm ready. If a young farmer is interested 
in farming he be allocated that plot and allowed to build his or 
her capital by leasing a space. The farming tools, machinery, 
technical be provided at a central point and the young 
farmer pays rent from his profits. If he grows up he buys his 
equipment and find a bigger place. If he fails he go home with 
no in the matter between. 

This are more on disgning models but I also suggest this 
ideas to look at. 

4) Rain water harvesting. Riverside dams, river bed gabions 
under ground water tanks, small dams across fields to boost 
rain water and underground water. 

5) Agritourism. To motivate more market from both local 
tourists and foreign tourists by coordinating and harnessing 
farming to provide both food, entertainment and haritage 
knowledge. Our old ways of doing things must be brought 
back to life as just tourist attractions mesures. Cultural festivals 
must be coordinated by agriculture as a marketing tool for our 
foods and products. 

6),Green River banks. All land on perinial, same perennial 
rivers and dams must be green with both fruits and vegetables. 
It’s possible we are seeing it along Shashe river even though 
farmers are struggling alone. 

Hon Minister my number is 71707473 its in WattsApp.

Dear Minister 
of Agriculture

DEAR THULAGANO SEGOKGO

M y name is Motlhaleemang Moalosi. You might 
not remember me, but I spent 3 months as an 
Intern at your company, Informatix Industry 

Services(Pty) ltd that you co owned with Mr Thulaganyo 
Ntsatsi and Ms Doreen Ramphaleng. This was way back in 
2003 when I was a third year BSc Computer Science Student at 
the University of Botswana. I went on to graduate with a GPA 
of 4.5 in 2004. I have since sadly learnt that Informatix went 
defunct and you guys went your separate ways. Sad indeed.

I am writing to you to offer unsolicited advice on how the 
Information Technology Industry can be positioned to become 
the largest employer by creating hundreds of multi million Pula 
companies that will not only provide services to Botswana but 
also export skills and services through out Africa and beyond. 
As someone who ran a business in the ICT sphere, you are best 
placed to see he opportunities that are there and the challenges 
that ICT companies face that I would assume led to the collapse 
of your business and many others over the years.

A chat with any ICT practitioner across the country will 
inform you that the majority of our ICT budget ends up in 
India or South Africa, some to purchase software that 3rd year 
students from any of our universities can build, with less the 
bugs and double the functionality.

It is very sad that after so many years and tens of thousands 
ICT graduates some from the best Universities across the world 
we are

yet to see a home bred ICT company that competes at a 
Global scale. This is hugely because our procurement model 
is mostly geared at getting kickbacks for the procurement 
officers and their political handlers more than developing 
and empowering local talent. As a victim of this environment 
yourself, I believe that you are best placed to change this.

There is absolutely no reason that the Government of 
Botswana’s National Registration System, Immigration System, 
Destitute Meal Voucher Management System and any other 
Information Management System should have been sourced 
from a foreign company. There is no reason why when I pay 
at BURS the payment system used is was developed and is 
supported by a South African Company. There is no excuse why 
after over 30 years of operation none of Debswana’s mining

Management system was developed and is maintained by a 
local company including a simple permit management system. 
It is sad that even the University of Botswana uses systems 
procured from outside the country when they have produced 
over 10 000 ICT graduates over the past 20 years.

As you may be aware, we have MIT graduates in Botswana 
who currently work at the Department of Information 
Technology where their daily work include helping hapless 
government officers find the mouse cursor (because the mouse 
was disconnected!).

Recently I saw an advert for an Education Management 
System for the Ministry of Education. I was very livid to 
see one of the requirements being “15 years and above of 
demonstrable experience in development and maintenance 
in Educational Information Management Systems rendered 
both in Government /Private Projects. Provide fully traceable 
references (minimum three) with clear details of the project 
for which the service was rendered. (Project references may be 
from government departments, local authorities, corporations 
or parastatals with similar in size or cost). ” This is obviously 
going to be a 100 Million pula project that is scoped to close out 
Batswana businesses. Money is going to be spent on perdiems 
to go and see obsolete systems that will end up not working 

An open letter to Mr Thulaganyo Segokgo

as needed. One only has to look at the billions of Pula that 
remain unaccounted for at the e-government project that never 
delivered anything.

This does not have to go on Mr. Segokgo. This rot needs 
to stop. We need to take back this industry and deliver it to 
Batswana. It is you Mr. Segokgo who is best placed to turn this 
tide and not only create jobs for thousands of young Batswana 
graduates who are unemployed.

To do this I advise the following.
1. You should come up with a 3 year plan to localize all 

government systems. By all I mean all. This would be done by 
coming up with a Task force that would identify all government

information systems that are run with software sourced from 
outside the country. ICT

graduates would then be informed of these systems. They 
will be asked to form companies made up of a minimum of 
5 Batswana ICT graduates and asked to competitively bid for 
these

projects. They will be given 3 years to deliver the projects. The 
Procuring Entities will be asked to appoint a project team that 
would give these companies full access to the current systems as 
well as advise on what additional features might be necessary. 
Once a company is appointed the government should be 
mandated to provide office accommodation as well as Stipends 
for the duration of the systems development. At the end of 
the three year period the government will then purchase the 
complete system at Market rates minus the money they spent 
on Stipends for the period of development.

2. Government Parastals Should be asked to follow a similar 
procuring model to replace their current systems. For Instance 
BOCRA must localize their Automated Spectrum Management

System (ASMS) a system in which they have spent over 50 
million Pula over they past 16 years.

3. I am pretty sure that the BDF is going around looking to 
procure Military Drones from different Countries. However 
if they identify a group of ICT and Engineering graduates and 
give them a P10 Million Pula budget they will come up with 
exceptional systems that can be exported within 3 years.

There ideas might seem far fetched and crazy but that is how 
China, The USA and Israel have been able to build multi billion 
dollar companies such and Huawei and others. If you read the 
story of how Huawei came to dominate the world you would 
find out that for many years they had more researchers than 

workers at a rate of 3 to 1. Obviously no company can survive 
with such a model. It

is apparent that the Chinese government poured millions 
of dollars into this company. The USA has many private 
companies that develop systems for their Military, including 
TCI International Inc, a company I worked for for over 10 
years. These companies are given grants to create system solely 
for the consumption of the United States Military. Some of 
these companies include;

1. Lockheed Martin Corporation, based in Bethesda, 
Maryland, is the world’s largest defense contractor. Among 
Lockheed’s many claims to fame, it is also the largest military 
aircraft manufacturer in the world and the prime contractor on 
the largest defense contract ever, the $250 billion Joint Strike 
Fighter (JSF) program.

2. Northrop Grumman Corporation, based in Los Angeles, 
California, will become the world’s second largest military 
contractor, after a recent $8 billion purchase of TRW propels 
the

company up from the number three slot. Although Northrop 
Grumman is the world’s largest shipbuilder and the sole builder 
of the US Navy’s aircraft carriers, it is more famous for being the 
manufacturer of the most expensive plane ever built, the $1.2 
billion apiece B-2 Spirit Stealth Bomber.

3. The Boeing Company, headquartered in Chicago, Illinois, 
will now be the world’s third largest military contractor behind 
Lockheed and Northrop. Boeing, however, can still boast about 
being the largest manufacturer of satellites and commercial 
jetliners in the world, America’s largest exporter in terms of 
sales, and the 78th largest economy in the world.

These are some of the more that 1000 companies funded by 
the United States government. In the FY 2020 (October 1, 2019 
- September 30, 2020), the DoD budget provides $144.0 billion 
for Procurement entirely from these home grown businesses. 
While our procurement budgets across all government industry 
benefits foreign companies almost 70% of the USA procurement 
budget is spent in localcompanies.

I know some naysayers will say Batswana do not have 
experience to develop some of these complicated systems. My 
answer to them is that there is no such a thing as a complicated 
system. Given resources, a group of dedicated individuals can 
develop any system, especially simple information management 
systems that our government use. In ICT you do not need 
years of experience because Technology Changes every year. 
Programming Languages you learnt at School are now obsolete 
Mr. Segokgo. Your years of experience in the ICT industry 
are useless compared to a skills possessed by recent BIUST 
graduate. The Internet was not even there when you graduated. 
I am sure you do not have an Idea what Object Oriented 
Programming is, or what Blockchain Technology is. This is 
because technology changes, so looking for a company with 15 
years’ experience in Software Development is downright foolish. 
It is actually Criminal!

We have the skills Mr. Segokgo. We have the talent. All we 
need are opportunities. And you hold the key sir. You and your 
government can transform this country into a global leader in 
the 4IR.

Having said this, I hope you will take this seriously and invite 
me to your office to discuss this at length. Once again, I believe 
that you are the best person to lead this transformation, and one 
day the ICT industry will build a Statue for you in Tlokweng, to 
thank you!

Regards
Motlhaleemang Moalosi
Marapong

Segokgo 

Dr Edwin Dikoloti, Minister of Agriculture and Food 
Security 
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The revenues for the Non- Bank Financial Institutions 
(NBFIs) regulated by NBFIRA dropped by 6.5% to P17 
billion in 2018 from P18 billion in 2017, according to 

NBFIRA statistical bulletin.
NBFIRA 2019 statistical report edition noted that the NBFI 

sector revenue were 9 percent when expressed as ratio of a GDP at 
current market prices, a slight drop from 10 percent in past year.

“But NBFI remains a significant contributor to the economy of 
Botswana. In terms of assets, the NBFI sector was 63 percent of 
GDP in 2018, small drop from 64 percent in 2017,” NBFIRA said.

Overall Assets under Management (AUM) of the NBFIs were 
P4.6 billion during the year ended December 31, 2018 having 
decreased significantly by 12 percent as compared to the prior 

year.
NBFIRA underscored that when expressed as a percentage of 

GDP at market prices, the AUM of local investment institutions 
fell to 24 percent in 2018 from the 29 percent registered in 2017.

Also, the retirement funds under management of local fund 
managers also decreased during the year under review to end the 
year at P35 billion in 2018 compared to P40 billion in 2017.

“Non-Collective Investment Undertakings (including locally 
managed pension funds), registered a decrease by 14 percent on a 
year-on-year basis to P39 billion in 2018 from P45 billion mark in 
2017.While CIU Assets on the other hand increased by 2 percent 
during the same period to P7.4 billion in 2018 from P7.3 billion in 
2017,” the regulator stated.

NBFIRA, on other issues of substance, insisted that Botswana 
suffered a major blow when it was grey listed on account of lack of 

transparency and exchange of information for tax compliance.
In addition, the country was counted among 23 countries with 

strategic deficiencies in their anti-money laundering and counter 
terrorism networks, EU blacklisted Botswana as a result.

“The government reacted swiftly to amend its Income Tax Act 
in December 2018 and Financial Intelligence Act (FIA) in June 
2018. Consequently, the regulatory authority developed the Risk 
Based Supervisory Manual to align its supervisory processes with 
FIA amendment,” NBFIRA said.

The EU recently added Botswana again to EU blacklist for 
money laundering alongside other three African countries being 
Mauritius, Ghana and the neighbouring Zimbabwe.

Furthermore, the EU said all countries on the list with the 
exception of North Korea pledged to change their rules in order to 
address the problem to close the door on dirty money processes.

NBFIs revenue 6.5% down
•	 Revenue	drops	to	P17	billion	in	2018 •	 Money	laundering	worries	NBFIRA

Chobe Holdings’ Board is pleased to announce that 
the Group’s profit before tax for the year ended 
29 February 2020 will likely be between 15 - 25% 

(approximately P16.62 million to P27.70 million) higher than 
that reported for the comparative period ended 28 February 
2019 which amounted to P110.832 million. The Group will be 
publishing its summarised audited consolidated financial results 
of the Group for the year ended 29 February 2020 before 31 
May 2020. This will include commentary on the drivers for the 
enhanced performance. Accordingly, Shareholders and investors 
are advised to exercise caution when dealing in the Company’s 
securities until the results are formally published. [bse.co.bw]  

CA Sales has, through its wholly-owned subsidiaries 
CA Sales Investments Proprietary Limited and Pamstad 
Proprietary Limited, acquired minority stakes in various 

entities in the Mac Mobile group of companies (“Mac Mobile 
Group”) (“Acquisition”). The Mac Mobile Group is active in 
South Africa and in numerous other African jurisdictions and 
focuses on the development of mobile electronic solutions and 
the provision of purposebuilt end-to-end cloud-based FMCG 
value chain solutions and platforms to its customers. The 
Acquisition supports the Company’s strategy of broadening 
its footprint, expanding its service offering into new markets 
and capability building. The Acquisition is not categorisable 
in terms of the BSE Listings Requirements or the 4AX Listing 
Requirements and falls below the threshold requiring an 
announcement to shareholders. The Company has opted to 
release this announcement voluntarily to provide shareholders 
with information regarding the continuing implementation of 
the Company’s growth strategy. 

CA	Sales	acquires	

Choppies shareholders are referred to the 
announcements released on 19 February 2020, 5 March 
2020 and 22 April 2020 in respect of the appointment 

of Mazars as auditors to the Company and its subsidiaries 
in respect of the financial year ended 30 June 2019 and the 
anticipated date of completion and release of the Annual 
Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report thereon in respect 
of the financial year ended 30 June 2019. Shareholders are now 
advised that the work streams relating to the preparation of the 
said Annual Financial Statements are underway and, at this time, 
it remains anticipated that the Audited Financial Statements 
and the Auditor’s Report thereon in respect of the financial year 
ended 30 June 2019 shall be completed and released by 30 July 
2020. The Company’s primary listing is on the BSEL and its 
secondary listing is on the JSE. The listings on both exchanges 
are suspended.

Choppies	updates	

Chobe	PBT	up	15%

BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL

The International Air Transport Association (Iata), 
the representative body for the global airline industry, 
reported at a media briefing on May 21 that, on May 12, 

airline flight departures in Africa were 94% lower than they had 
been on January 1. The entire African airline sector had effectively 
been grounded.

African airlines had lost revenues totalling $6-billion and the 
continent’s aviation and related sectors had suffered 3.1-million 
job losses. The consequent loss in African gross domestic product 
came to $28-billion. These developments were all the consequence 
of attempts by governments to counter the Covid-19 pandemic.

African airlines were facing a battle for survival. Air Mauritius, 
South African Airways and South African Express were all in 
voluntary administration or its South African equivalent, business 
rescue. (Oddly, Iata does not seem to have mentioned South 
Africa’s Comair, also in business rescue.) Other airlines across the 
continent have placed staff on unpaid leave or had, or announced 
they would, cut jobs.

The association reaffirmed its call for African governments 
to support their airlines. It urged them to provide direct and 
indirect financial support and to reduce, suspend or postpone 

government-mandated fees and taxes.
Thus far, African (and Middle Eastern) governments had 

provided less aviation-specific relief initiatives than had been the 
case with governments in the other regions. But Iata highlighted 
as noteworthy Senegal’s $128-million relief package for its air 
transport and tourism sectors. 

The association also listed a number of African countries that 
had provided some extra support to the air transport sectors 
by means of direct business and industry tax relief. They were 
Angola, Botswana, Chad, Egypt, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Kenya, 
Morocco, Senegal (again), South Africa and Tunisia.

A number of African airport and air traffic management 
companies had also instituted relief measures for airlines. These 
were ASECNA (the French acronym for the Agency for Air 
Navigation Safety in Africa and Madagascar, which covered 17 
African countries), Ghana Airports Company (which operated six 
airports), Namibia Airports Company (8 airports) and Seychelles 
airports.Iata praised the African Development Bank for allocating 
$10-billion in Covid-19 financial relief. The association further 
praised the African Union for committing $12.5-million, and 
persuading its member States to each assign $4.5-million to 
counter the pandemic and assist with the recovery of the 
continent’s aviation sector. [m.engineeringnews.co.za]

Africa’s	airline	sector	grounded	

B otswana Stock Exchange (BSE) and the Central 
Securities Depository Botswana (CSDB) have suspended 
African Alliance Botswana Securities from trading and any 

other brokerage business on the BSE for an indefinite period.  This 
follows the latter’s request to the BSE that they be suspended as 
a matter of urgency. The suspension came into effect on May 22, 
2020. 

The BSE wishes to take this time to advice account holders that 
their holdings are intact and should they require the services of 
a broker they should approach any of the three (3) BSE licensed 
brokers being; Imara Securities on +267 3188886, Motswedi 
Securities on +267 3188627 and Stockbrokers Botswana on +267 
3957900.  

Investors who have already placed orders and paid for shares 
upfront are advised to also follow the process of approaching 
the three (3) BSE brokers to complete their transaction. The 
BSE remains available to assist at this time while due process is 
followed to address this matter. 

For more information, Contact;   Market Development 
Department

BSE suspends 
African Alliance  

S tandard Chartered Botswana has contributed USD 
300,000 (P3.6 million) to Red Cross programmes for 
communities impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

These donations are part of Standard Chartered PLC’s USD 5 
million pledge to support emergency relief activities by the Red 
Cross that provide urgent medical support across markets in Asia 
and Africa, including Botswana. Funding across these countries 
will support activities such as the provision of primary and 
secondary health care, communication of protection measures, 
provision of personal protection equipment (PPE) for staff and 
volunteers, and the distribution of food and care packages for 
those impacted by COVID-19. Mpho Masupe, CEO Standard 
Chartered Bank Botswana, said: “Standard Chartered Botswana 
is proud to be able to contribute to Red Cross programmes that 
reach the most vulnerable people in our communities. By working 
together, we are able to support the delivery of rapid and effective 
emergency relief that aims to address some of the key challenges 
created by the COVID-19 pandemic.” Dr Simon Missiri, Regional 
Director, Africa at the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, said:“Thanks to Standard Chartered’s 
generous donation, Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies can 
support local communities now facing increasing challenges due 
to the pandemic. Red Cross and Red Crescent volunteers are the 
front-line responders, and these funds will help address some of 
the most urgent health and socio-economic impacts faced by the 
most vulnerable people across our country. Thanks to the vital 
donation from Standard Chartered we can continue to support 
more people facing the devasting effects of Coronavirus.”

Stan Chart donates 
P3.6m to Red Cross  

BSE MD, Thapelo Tsheole 

Masupe 

Acting CEO,  NBFIRA Sriram Gade

South African Express
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Career Elevation 
The Progressive Institute, in 
partnership with the Institute of 
Development Management (IDM) will 
host the 3rd Annual Career Elevation 
Summit on 24-25 October at the 
Gaborone International Convention 
Centre (GICC) under the theme: 
“Building a Thriving Career in a 
Disrupted World of Work.” 

Global Expo
The Global Expo is scheduled to take 
off from 30 October to 02 November 
2018 in Gaborone. The show is an 
economic and commercial event 
that brings together several hundred 
exhibitors from different sectors of 
activity from all continents.

BSE hosts 
The Botswana Stock Exchange (BSE) 
will host the 23rd Annual African 
Securities Exchange Association 
(ASEA) General Meeting and 
Conference from 24th–26th 
November, 2019 under the theme 
‘Building Resilient African Capital 
Markets’.

BB Gala Dinner 
Business Botswana’s annual 
gala dinner will be held Friday, 
23rd November 2018 at the GICC 
from 19:00hrs.  Business Leadership 
South Africa CEO Bonang Mohale will 
officiate at the dinner. 

GSTC 2018
The Global Sustainable Tourism 
Conference 2018 (GSTC2018), 
which is organised by the Global 
Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC) 
and Botswana Tourism Organisation 
(BTO), will take place in Kasane, 
Botswana, on December 7th-10th.

Trading Statements  |  Appointments  |  Key events | Milestones 
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Full Name: Boitumelo Kaetwa 
Position: Communications Manager  
Date Joined: 1 August 2018  
Institution: New Era College of Arts, Sciences & 
Technology

Nature of Business: Education 
 

Know your 
corporate leader

FPC units 
In response to the offer by the Company 
of scrip in lieu of 50% of the distribution 
(of dividend and interest) on linked units 
declared in respect of the year ending 
30 June 2018, which offer closed on 28 
September 2018, unitholders holding 
312,904,452 linked units elected to receive 
linked units (in lieu of cash) of 50% of the 
distribution (of dividend and interest), 
representing 78.35 % of the linked units 
in issue. As a result, after calculation 
of withholding tax payable on the 
distribution due to each such unitholder 
(in respect of the dividend on a share 
and interest on a debenture comprising 
a linked unit) which is liable to such tax, 
6,923,181 new linked units shall be issued 
the balance of 50% of the distribution 
being paid in cash. As a result number 
of issued linked units shall increase from 
399 384 638 to 406 3078 19. Unitholders 
holding 86,480,186 linked units 
representing 21.65% of the issued linked 
units did not elect to receive linked units 
(scrip) in lieu of 50% of the distribution 
and will receive the cash distribution net 
of withholding tax where applicable. The 
Botswana Stock Exchange has approved 
the listing of the 6,923,181 new linked 
units. The new linked units will be listed 
on the BSE on the 9 October 2018.
Issued on: October 3, 2018 

Cresta cautions 
Further to the cautionary announcements 
of 10 August 2018 and 7 September 2018, 
shareholders are advised that negotiations 
are still in progress, which if successfully 
concluded, will result in a transaction 
that may have an impact on the price of 
the Company’s shares. This is a separate 
transaction from the one referred to in 
the cautionary announcement dated 5 
May 2018. Accordingly, shareholders and 
investors are advised to exercise caution 
when trading in the Company’s shares 
until a further announcement is made. 
Issued on: Sept 28, 2018 

KABELO ADAMSON
kayadamson@yahoo.co.uk 

B otswana Telecommunications 
Corporation Limited (BTCL) 
could be opened to other investors 

besides citizens if Government – the 
majority shareholder – agrees to this. 

This was raised at the company’s 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held 
in Gaborone on Thursday in Gaborone 

after shareholders expressed frustration at 
BTC’s share price which has been on a free 
fall in recent weeks.

The fall in the price has been blamed 
on market supply and demand issues. 
When BTCL listed on the BSE in 2016 
government, which is the majority 
shareholder of the telecommunication 
company, took a deliberate decision to 
restrict trading of the company shares 
to citizen investors and citizen-owned 

companies. BTCL is the only company on 
the BSE with this sort of arrangement.  

BTC listed on the BSE with an Initial 
Public Offering of P1.00 per share and even 
though the company stock at one point 
enjoyed a massive rise, almost reaching 
P2.00, it has been totally a different case 
altogether this year.

In other business of the meeting, 
shareholders also endorsed the 
appointment of Thari Pheko and Bafana 

Molomo as Non-Executive Directors 
to the company board.Directors Lorato 
Boakgomo-Ntakhwana who is serves as the 
chairperson of the board of directors, Serty 
Leburu and MacLean Letshwiti were also 
re-elected to the board after they offered 
themselves for re-election. 

In addition, shareholders also approved 
a full and final dividend of 13.43 Thebe 
per share as well as the re-appointment of 
external auditors Ernst & Young.

C opper explorer Kopore Metals 
is putting its foot on the pedal 
with the mobilisation of additional 

rigs to accelerate exploration drilling at 
its Ghanzi West copper project in western 
Botswana. The company is currently 
mobilising a diamond drill rig to the Kara 
prospect, formerly the GW3 prospect, 
to extend a recently drilled RC hole and 
test an additional location within an area 
initially delineated by three copper-zinc 
soil anomalies.

This will target a field mapped 
geological formation for potential 
copper mineralisation, in addition to 
identifying the depth to the footwall 
contact position between the D’Kar and 
Ngwako Pan Formations. Kopore is also 
anticipating the arrival of a second RC rig 
in early October at the highly prospective 
Korong Nth Prospect, formerly the KM1 
prospect, to accelerate the current drilling 
programme.

Korong Nth currently comprises eight 
airborne electromagnetic conductor zones 
that cover an area of about 1091km2. It 
is ranked as the highest priority target 
within the larger Korong Domal area. The 
company has also identified the presence 
of the D’Kar Formation, which hosts the 
economic copper mineralisation on the 
Kalahari Copper Belt, at surface in various 
locations across the Korong Domal area.

Total mineral endowment already 
identified within the 1,000km long 
Kalahari belt, which extends from 
Botswana to Namibia, exceeds 7 million 
tonnes of copper and 260 million ounces 
of silver. Drilling at Korong Nth is 
expected to be completed in October. 
In August, drilling at the KM3 prospect 
intersected the D’Kar Formation closer to 
surface than expected.

The 15 hole campaign also intersected 
sulphides such as pyrite and pyrrhotite, 
sericite alteration and calcareous 
sediments that indicate proximity to 
favourable geological zones for potential 
copper-silver mineralisation. Kopore is 
one of the largest mineral land holders 
in the Kalahari belt now with 14,363km2 
in Botswana and Namibia. In Namibia, 
the company has acquired extensive 
sets of archived historical reports and 
geological data from the Namibian 
Ministry of Mines and Energy that will 
help refine its exploration targets on the 
ground. [thewest.com.au]

Kopore  accelerates 
copper drilling in 
Botswana

BTCL could 
open up 

B otswana Diamonds, the AIM 
and BSE listed explorer, is 
pleased to announce that it has 

concluded an agreement with Vast 
Resources plc the AIM listed mining 
and resource development company, for 
the development of their concessions in 
the prolific Marange Diamond Fields of 
eastern Zimbabwe. A separate agreement 
will cover the joint development of 
diamond properties outside of the MDF, 
which will be a straightforward 50/50 joint 
venture, though the initial focus of our 
joint work is on the MDF. As previously 
announced, Vast has exclusive access to 
key diamond concessions in the MDF of 
the Chiadzwa region of eastern Zimbabwe, 
through an agreement with a community 
organisation. BOD will perform due 
diligence on the area to conclude a 
joint venture agreement for diamond 
exploration, mining and marketing. The 
15km² Heritage Concession neighbours 
Vast’s historic MDF claim, and seems to be 
a geological extension of that system. To 

BOD, Vast agree over Marange

develop diamond properties in Zimbabwe, 
BOD and Vast signed a MoU in May 2018, 
which has matured into an agreement on 
the MDF, including: · A Special Purpose 
Vehicle between BOD and Vast to develop 

M
ultiChoice has announced the 
appointment of Nkateko Mabaso as 
the CEO of M-Net in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, effective immediately. Mabaso 
succeeds Yolisa Phahle who has stepped into 
the role of CEO of General Entertainment for 
the Video Entertainment segment.

Speaking on Mabaso’s appointment, 
Phahle says; “Nkateko has been appointed 
in recognition of his continued commitment 
and contribution to local programming 
that audiences love and watch in increasing 
numbers year on year. He is passionate about 
our continent’s film and television industry and 
I and wish him every success.”

Over the last seven months in his position 
as Acting CEO of M-Net, Mabaso has been 
instrumental in driving and executing many 
successful content strategies, including our 
increased investment in local content and 
co-production initiatives. Under his leadership, 

diamond resources in the MDF. · Initial 
shareholdings will be BOD - 13.33% and 
Vast - 86.67%. · Vast will contribute up 
to US$1 million as initial funding. · If any 
additional funds are required, this will 
be via an equity raise. · BOD and Vast 
may contribute to any future equity raise 
on a pro rata basis. If either party does 
not take up its allocation, the other may. 
Further announcements will be made as 
appropriate. The next step is a desktop 
review, which is now underway. Results 
will be announced shortly. John Teeling, 
Chairman, commented, “I am delighted 
that we have concluded terms with Vast 
on developing their concessions within 
the prolific Marange Diamond Fields. We 
look forward to working with them to 
realise the full potential of this prospective 
area and others, as they emerge, with 
Zimbabwe opening up further for  
business. Work on the initial due diligence 
is far advanced and we look forward to 
providing further updates to the market in 
due course.”

Mabaso appointed new CEO of M-Net 
our local channels across the continent which 
include Africa Magic channels, Maisha Magic 
East, Maisha Magic Bongo, Zambezi Magic, 
Mzansi Magic, 1Magic and others local 
channels have produced highly talked-about 
local content and achieved consistent growth in 
audience and advertising revenue. 

“I am incredibly excited to assume this new 
role and for the future of the company. I will 
continue to focus my efforts on local content 
creation to meet the growing audience demand 
for homegrown programming,” says Mabaso 
on his new role.

About Mabaso
Mabaso joined M-Net in 2010 as Marketing 

Manager and went on to oversee the 
positioning and launch of Mzansi Magic and 
other mass market channels. He was promoted 
to GM of M-Net’s Local Entertainment 
channels in 2013, and was later appointed as 
group GM for M-Net South Africa in 2016.  

With a degree in Marketing 
Communications, Nkateko started his career 
in the advertising industry, working on various 
top SA brands for well-renowned advertising 
agencies. He’s been named as one of the Mail 
and Guardian’s Top 200 Young South Africans 
in the media category and one of the Top 40 
under 40 by South Africa’s Destiny magazine. 
Mabaso has completed M-Net’s Media Leaders 
at Work programme and Naspers’ Leadership 
Accelerator in Amsterdam.

B otswana’s electricity 
generation has improved amid 
deficit challenges the country has 

faced since 2008, says the country’s latest 
electricity report.

The report issued on Wednesday by 
Statistics Botswana (SB) indicates that 
electricity generation increased by 20.1 
percent from 682,380 megawatt-hour 
(MWH) during the first quarter of 2018, to 
819,755 MWH during the second quarter 
of the same year.

“The local electricity generation has been 
growing steadily from the first quarter of 
2013 to the current quarter, from an index 
of just around 60 MWH and ending at just 
under 200 MWH,” said Burton Mguni, 
Statistician General.

The physical volume of electricity 
generated locally increased by 21.4 percent 
year on year, from 675,047 MWH during 
the second quarter of 2017 to 819,755 
MWH during second quarter of 2018.

Mguni said due to high operating costs, 
there was minimal use of emergency 
power plants during the second quarter of 
2018.

The Southern African region have been 
experienced massive power shortages since 
2008 after South Africa started restricting 
power exports. [Xinhua]

Electricity 
generation up 
20 % in Q2

B arclays Bank of Botswana 
Limited has embarked on 
nationwide capacity building 

workshops aimed at assisting and up-
skilling local SMEs to help them achieve 
their business goals. 

The workshops are focused on sharing 
knowledge and skills on business 
management, account conduct, enterprise 
development programme and the 
importance of having business insurance. 
To date, the tour has reached Tsabong, 
Palapye and Francistown, with more 
scheduled from 16 to 18 October 2018 in 
Maun and Ghanzi.

“These capacity building workshops are 
a collaborative effort between the bank 
and the businesses in our communities. 
Through these engagements we are able 
to stimulate dialogue, share ideas and 
insights on the business landscape in 
Botswana and beyond. We are passionate 
about sharing skills that will help 
businesses get ahead. SMEs are vital to any 
economy, as their success translate into 
job creation and economic diversification 
amongst others,” said Keletso Setimela, 
Head of SME Banking at Barclays.

“We believe in the potential of local 
businesses and are therefore committed 
to continuing to actively engage with the 
communities we operate in, making their 
possibilities come to life,” Setimela said.

Barclays up-
skills SMEs 

Setimela

Dr Mguni 

Teeling 

Mabaso 

BTCL Board Chairperson, Lorato Boakgomo-Ntakhwana
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A fter 14 months of construction, Cupric Canyon 
Capital’s Khoemacau copper mine began operations 
during the March quarter, and has marked a series of 

milestones in its short life so far.
The 3.65-million-tonnes-per-year mine in northwestern 

Botswana has made a series of inroads for its planned trio of 
underground mines. Construction, completed by Kalcon and 
managed by Fluor, has involved the development of three boxcuts, 
each situated in 40 metres or more of sand cover, with 1.3 million 
cubic metres of material excavated for each.

As ready, each boxcut was handed over to Perenti’s Barminco 
Mining Services Botswana, which began its work in February.

As of April, the mining operator confirmed it has achieved 
1,000m of underground development at the Central, North and 
South mines, together forming the Zone 5 mine.

Additionally, the construction of earthworks and infrastructure 
at the Zone 5 mining surface, which was contracted to Concor 
Botswana and Kalcon, respectively, has been ongoing and 

progressively turned over to Barminco. Their work includes 
internal roads, terraces, run-of-mine pads, interim workshops, 
fueling facilities, a 650-person camp and offices.

Khoemacau Copper Mining Pty said that the demolition works 
for the processing plant, contracted to SMEI, and civil works, 
contracted to Concor Botswana, for a new HIG mill are ready for 
construction for steel erection and equipment installation.

Finally, the final layer of an access road and a mine haul road 
are set for completion by the end of the year, and Conco’s 132kV 
of power supply infrastructure to the site is also being worked on. 
That project includes a 50km transmission line from the Botswana 
Power Corporation Legotlhwane substation; solar power use is 
also being evaluated.

Zone 5 has a mine life exceeding 20 years. Its processing plant 
is being upgraded to process 155,000t to 165,000t of copper 
concentrate annually that contains about 60,000t to 65,000t of 
payable copper and 1.9 million oz of silver. [miningmagazine.
com]

Khoemacau in production
G alileo Resources PLC  has told investors that it has 

completed the acquisition of Botswana business Crocus-
Serv which holds 21 exploration licences.

Some 19 licences are located in the highly 
prospective Kalahari Copper Belt (KCB) and the other two are 
in the Limpopo Mobile Belt (LMB). Altogether the licences span 
14,875 square kilometres. To acquire the assets the company is 
issuing 38.81mln new shares priced at 0.42p each.

“We are pleased to have completed this acquisition of Crocus 
with its copper- licences in the highly prospective Kalahari 
Copper Belt and nickel-copper-platinum group metal licences in 
the Limpopo Mobile belt in Botswana,” Colin Bird, Galileo chief 
executive said in a statement.

“The Galileo team look forward to commencing exploration 
on the properties with the complementary benefit of Crocus’s 
in-country experience in technical and regulatory administrative 
matters.” Additionally, the company noted that it has issued 
26.5mln shares to exercise warrants issued in an October 2019 
placing.[ proactiveinvestors.co.uk]

Galileo acquires Botswana 
exploration licences

Retool annual budgets toward agriculture production – ADI 
Africa	must	now,	more	than	ever,	develop	and	implement	policies	to	enhance	capacity	to	compete	in	the	agriculture	sector,	processing,	trade	and	industry

A frican countries need to urgently expand food 
reserves, keep food supply flowing and boost their 
agriculture budgets to avert a possible hunger pandemic, 

partly caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, delegates at a two-day 
webinar hosted by the African Development Institute (ADI) 
urged on Tuesday.

Africa must now, more than ever, develop and implement 
policies to enhance capacity to compete in the agriculture sector, 
processing, trade and industry, the speakers said in a clarion call 
for action.

Noting that COVID-19 has fast-tracked the transition to the 
4th Industrial Revolution era, participants also called on African 
governments to scale up technology for agriculture production, 
including private sector-led initiatives, to build resilience and 
grow the sector to self-sufficiency.

The webinar, titled, Building Resilience in Food Systems and 
Agricultural Value Chains: Agricultural Policy Responses to 
COVID-19 in Africa,  examined the pandemic’s impacts on 
Africa’s agri-food systems and offered  policy recommendations 
to make them more resilient and efficient.

The dialogue, which drew 770 experts from 57 countries, was 
the second in a series ADI organised under its Global Community 
of Practice (G-CoP) to provide evidence-based policy guidance to 
African Development Bank Group member countries.

Participants urged governments to prioritise agriculture 
and agribusiness in national security agenda by implementing 

structural reforms. Reforms proposed include merging ministries 
of agriculture, health, trade and industry and environment into 
‘One Health Ministry’ for greater impact.

Introducing trade or non-trade barriers is not a welcome 
policy in Africa, especially during the pandemics, the forum  
noted. It therefore called on Africa to establish green corridors 
and domestic food systems and  keep inter-regional food supply 
chains open during the pandemic.

Many African countries must import food to meet domestic 
demand and so face dangerous food shortages due to COVID-19 
related supply-chain disruptions. Further, a number of countries 
in East Africa and the Horn are grappling with another food 
security threat: locust swarms.

Participants noted that food insecurity had been a problem 
prior to the pandemic, as many African countries lack adequate 
strategic food reserves. Other challenges, including climate 
change, water scarcity, and poorly developed agricultural markets 
were also discussed.

These factors driving extreme hunger could kill far much more 
than COVID-19 in Africa if lockdowns persist without clearing 
the “choke-points” in the food supply chain to the vulnerable, the 
meeting observed.

Without COVID-19, many of our people were already hungry. 
The pandemic has worsened the situation. Let’s call this an 
emergency for food production and let this crisis not waste, they 
noted.

Speakers likened this to “a silent war on the most vulnerable 

populations without guns.”
Participants offered several policy solutions, including 

promotion of research; enhancing capacity; and expansion of 
regional agricultural trade, with the African Continental Free 
Trade Area representing one pathway to resilient regional food 

supply chains.
The experts also called for the establishment of national 

agricultural productivity accelerator funds to support smallholder 
farmers and SMEs to ramp up production.

Women represent a large share of the agriculture workforce, 
and participants urged the deployment of funding and technical 
support, including cash transfers to women and smallholder 
farmers, to accelerate agriculture and food production.  They 
proposed that long-term contracts should be signed with local 
producers, urban farmers and suppliers to help safeguard supply. 

The Bank’s Technologies for African Transformation (TAAT) 
and the Special Agricultural Processing Zones (SCPZs) were 
identified as good stimulators for building resilience in African 
food systems and agricultural value chains.

The webinar, organized in partnership with African Association 
of Agricultural Economists (AAAE), featured speakers from the 
World Bank, the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
universities of agriculture, and agricultural policy research 
institutions and networks.

The African Development Institute (ADI) is the African 
Development Bank’s focal point for Capacity Development. 
Its goal is to lead efforts at building sustainable capacity for 
development effectiveness in the Bank’s regional member 
countries.

Distributed by APO Group on behalf of African Development 
Bank Group (AfDB).



Business  11The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw |  May 24, 2020

Setimela takes charge at Absa business    

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

The recently appointed Head of Business Banking at 
Absa Bank of Botswana Limited, Keletso Setimela has hit 
the ground running with a clear aim of growing the impact 

of his section.
Running a commercial banking section in Botswana is 

considered a plum yet challenging position but the new head of 
business banking – who boosts of 23 years working experience 
covering holding key positions at CEDA and LEA – insists that he 
is ready for the task at hand.

Setimela assumed the position on April 1st 2020 with a vision of 

•	Good	customer	
service	highest	of	his	
priorities

•	Business	banking	
drives	businesses	
recovery

•	COVID-19	bankrupts	
some	customers

steering his portfolio to the very top in terms of performance. He 
served in the same position on acting capacity from February 2019 
before being confirmed to take full charge.

In an interview with Patriot Business, he conceded that COVID-
19 has negatively affected a lot of businesses, which now require 
revitalising.

“My main focus within the Business Banking is to defend the 
pool of customer’s base we have and ensure that we don’t lose the 
customers as a result of stiff competition. What is critical is staying 
very close to our clientele and understanding what they are going 
through and seeking best ways of helping them,” he said.

Quizzed on the direction that the department is taking under 
his leadership, he said he recently rationalised business banking 
structure in an endeavor to meet the demands of clients.

This, he said, include consolidation of the business banking roles 
in Francistown in line with the economic performance of the city 
and moving some resources to Gaborone where they are needed.

“I want to drive superior customer service, hence we have 
created a position that will look into all the customer service issues 
like complaints to offer quick resolution,” he added.

In addition, he said the business banking will continue offering 
its underlying support to the SMME sector through their value 
chain financing by linking their SMEs clientele with large 
corporates such as mining giants Debswana, Lucara Diamond and 
Woolworths among others.

 COVID-19 cold
Commenting on the impacts that the novel COVID-19 

pandemic has brought to the business, he said their clients have 
been also impacted negatively by the disease’s disruptive effects.

Some of the businesses, he said, were forced to close due to 
lockdown; thus affecting their cash flows thus propelling the bank 
to take note of this reality and assessing the impact of COVID-19 
on individual businesses and coming up with plans to help them.

“The impact that we have seen so far is disruption of businesses 
due to the lockdown which will for a long time impact their cash 
flows. Our clients in the tourism sector such as lodges, guest 
houses and travel agencies have seen cancelations of bookings as 
the international tourists who are their target market was upset by 
COVID-19,” Setimela said.

He said as a response measure to offer relief to the clients, the 

bank is giving 25% discount on the transactions undertaken online 
using various online or internet banking platforms of Absa.

New innovations
Setimela said although currently the bank’s biggest focus is on 

assisting customers to emerge out COVID-19 disruptions they are 
also working on some new products and services.

He said the new products will be rolled out to the market soon, 
saying the influx of digital platforms related to ICT is a great 
opportunity for the businesses to utilise internet for growth.

Setimela, who holds a Bachelor of Commercial (Accounting), 
Diploma in SME Development and Management plus MSc 
Strategic Management, sees a lot of potential on internet for his 
division.

“Currently we are working on an initiative to lure on board 
around 1500 SMMEs on the Absa internet banking platform. 
The majority of these clients were not able to access the branches 
during the lockdown and as a result we saw this opportunity to 
drive digitalisation,” he charged. Business banking comprises of 
SME banking, Commercial banking, and Agri Business.

Stimela 
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BY: DIAMOND WORLD NEWS SERVICE

A frica has been a perpetual muse for the Botswana 
based jewellery brand, Malaika Gems. Malaika, meaning 
‘Angel’ in Swahili, is often used to refer to a beautiful 

girl. Botswana’s culturally rich, large semi-arid sandy savannas 
have become the perfect environment for gems lover & Founder 
Tiantian Guo (better known as Tian) to consider her jewellery 
brand and explore how she could make it more meaningful and 
eco-conscious. Tian and her husband first visited the continent 
in 2010 when they fell in love with the people and saw a genuine 
need of the rural community.

Combining fine craftsmanship coupled with responsibly 
sourced African gemstones and diamonds, Malaika seeks to evoke 
the beauty of Africa through handcrafting fine jewellery, while 
also committing to the spirit of giving back to local communities. 

Malaika to launch Botswana-inspired collection
Combining	fine	craftsmanship	coupled	with	responsibly	sourced	African	gemstones	and	diamonds,	Malaika	seeks	to	evoke	the	beauty	of	Africa	through	
handcrafting	fine	jewellery	while	also	committing	to	the	spirit	of	giving	back	to	local	communities.

Malaika’s first collection ‘Malaika’s Tear’ was launched in 2016 
and pays tribute to the element of water. It owes its name to the 
poignant legend of Malaika, a young girl who sacrificed her life 
by turning into a lake so her village could have enough water to 
survive.

Legend has it that at the summit of Kilimanjaro, a mysterious 
blue gemstone was found and brought back to the ancient tribe. 
A beautiful princess named Malaika was born soon after and was 
considered to be a blessing from the mountain. She had the same 
mysterious deep blue eyes, resembling the gemstone. As she grew 
up as an intelligent young woman and was ready to marry, the 
Kilimanjaro erupted with lava, flames and ash. So saddened by 
this natural disaster, amidst the death and destruction, her tears 
fell to the ground restoring nature and its surroundings. As she 
continued to shed tears to quell the flowing lava and raging fires, 
her crying was hardly a match for the volcano’s anger. After a 
turbulent night, a beautiful lake appeared in the village providing 
much needed water and saving the village. Depleting all her tears, 
she eventually sacrificed her life and turned herself into a lake 
to save her tribe. Deep in the water, people found beautiful blue 
gemstones with a mysterious sparkle similar to Malaika’s eyes.

This story is very relevant today with regards to our concerns 
about water conservation and the environment. It is brought 
to life in a series of teardrop tanzanite jewels, each cleverly 
integrated into the design. For a country covered mostly in desert, 
Botswana’s water supply has always been a difficulty. Water 
is one of the most precious resources in Botswana. Drought, 
coupled with population growth and the likely impact of climate 
change, poses a risk not only to the mining communities but 
also to wildlife and agriculture. Tian explains “In Botswana, 
the word pula, meaning rain is the local currency and common 
vernacular. Water directly affects economic development and 
is also important for diamond mining since it consumes lots 
of water.” Aside from producing beautiful jewellery, Malaika 
takes the concept of social responsibility seriously, with a strong 
belief in giving back to the continent through education and 
conservation. To achieve this, Malaika works closely with the 
Botswana Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development 
as well as the Chinese Charity Association of Botswana, to take 
care of vulnerable children in remote areas.

Keen to diversify and to unlock more value domestically for 
the people, Guo adds “It is necessary to develop the private sector 
in Africa. Ethics and environmental stewardship are critical to 
creating healthy communities for the country to grow organically. 
During my work at NGO’s I spent some time consulting 
these remote communities on projects. They are the ones that 
understand what they are lacking, and what will be sustainable for 
them in the long term.”

Tian spent a lot of her time working with local dancers and 
artists, by organising cultural exchange programmes between the 
Old Naledi Kgotla orphanage and Chinese nationals. Malaika’s 
creative designs blend both cultures, thus helping promote 
Botswana heritage and Chinese traditions internationally. For 
instance, the concept of the Antique Lock necklace was inspired 
by the beaded wedding collars worn by Maasai women, which 
were passed down from generation to generation. This cultural 
milieu reminded Guo of her own heritage, like the Chinese 
padlock charms worn by children to hold luck and longevity. 
“The Antique Lock necklace is a commentary on the similarities 
between two distinct ancient cultures.” Guo adds that many of 
her clients from China are able to identify and appreciate Maasai 
culture through these pieces.

Malaika’s jewellery garners attention from a diverse clientele 
who are looking for alternative brands. Although Botswana 
doesn’t have a huge consumer market, the brand has seen a 
growing number of domestic clients from West Africa. Tian 
also notes that her Chinese clients tend to lean towards large 
diamonds, unheated rubies and sapphires: “They are interested 
in investing in a piece of jewellery that is long lasting. Therefore, 
quality of craftsmanship is crucial as we want our pieces to be 
worn for many generations to come. Our clients have shown a lot 
of interest in Malaika, as they’re getting to know more about the 
quality and value of unheated African gemstones.” 

 
The Maasai Spear Collection

Malaika is in the process of extending its brand’s reach with 
the launch of a new jewellery collection, named Maasai Spear. 
The designs take inspiration from Maasai weaponry from East 
Africa in order to raise awareness of the Maasai culture, and its 
rich but little-known cultural heritage. Tribal tradition has it that 
young warriors were initiated to manhood by taking part in a lion 
hunt. Although the tradition has been discontinued, one may still 
imagine the scene of a young boy cladded in red, leaving the safety 
of the village and walking towards the grasslands of Africa, spear 
in hand, confident and resolute.

This image of the spear-wielding boy-warrior has been the 
source of Tian’s own courage and persistence. The locals once 
told her to wear red if she ever needed to walk in the wild as a 
form of protection. For this reason, each piece features intense red 
rubies set with pave diamonds to imbue the wearer with a sense of 
empowerment. “Fiery red rubies provide a visual reminder of the 
significance of red in Maasai culture. By adopting the warrior’s 
theme you too can put on the spears of courage” said Tian. 
[diamondworld.net]

Ethics are at the core of Malaika, not least because of Tian’s 
dedication to helping charitable causes in Africa during her time 
spent working in NGOs as a strategic consultant for a Bill Gates 
Foundation project. In Botswana, Guo nurtured her diamond 
knowledge and skills by visiting cutting plants and learning the 
process of responsibly sourcing diamonds from rough to polished. 
Afterwards she became a trained gemmologist and eventually 
launched her own brand.

African Inspired
At first glance, it might seem that Malaika’s jewellery design 

style has little connection to Africa’s vibrant indigenous culture. 
Look a little closer, you will find subtle visual references to local 
shapes and styles; from repeated open filigree, to interlocking 
details that echo African basket work. And while these jewels are 
rendered in a classical style, they also tell us about a rich diversity 
of African culture, legends and beliefs.

BACKGROUND 
Botswana Medicines Regulatory Authority (BOMRA) is a statutory body set up  by the Government of Botswana under the Ministry of Health and Wellness 
to protect human and animal health through effective regulation of medicines, medical devices and cosmetics, making sure that patients have access to 
quality,  safe and efficacious  products.

We would like to notify all eligible bidders and those who have purchased the tender documents of the following changes necessitated by the need to 
ensure effective dissemination of information and the nature of contractual obligations resulting from the tendering process;

That in order to enhance inclusivity and competitiveness in the tendering process that we have added other PPADB Codes as follows:

Database for Medical Supplies
Code: 322 – Health Care Consulting Services
• Sub Code: 03 – Medical Equipment & Resources Management

Service Contract for BoMRA Board Assessment:
Code: 314 – Finance Related Services
• Sub Code: 01 – Finance Management

Code: 314 – Finance Related Services
• Sub Code: 01 – Finance Management

Sealed bids are invited from reputable registered organizations for the below tenders

TENDER DOCUMENTS:

Tender documents containing details of the requirements are available for collection from Wednesday 13th May 2020. All Payment must be made in the 
form of bank transfer to the following banking details and quoting the Tender Ref No.

First National Bank
Gaborone industrial Branch
Branch Code: 281667
Business Cheque Account No: 62747456417

Youth companies shall purchase the tender document at 50% of the fee as per Presidential Directive CAB 14 (B) 2015

Due to the Covid 19 Pandemic and with most organizations working home, proof of payment can be emailed to the email address provided below and 
tender document will then be sent through email after receipt of payment proof.

Tender Documents can be collected at the following address upon proof of payment:

Procurement Section 1st floor 
Botswana Medicines Regulatory Authority
Plot 112
Gaborone International Finance Park
Gaborone

Business hours: 0800hrs to 1700hrs (Monday to Friday)

Queries relating to this tender must be addressed to the following email or telephone:

procurement@bomra.co.bw 

TENDER NOTICE:

ITEM 
NO

TENDER NO TENDER CLOSING 
DATE

DESCRIPTION PPADB CODE TENDER 
PRICE

1 MRA -TDOC007.0 -
2020/2021

10th June 2020 DATABASE FOR 
MEDICAL DEVICES

Code: 317 – Other Consultancy Services
• Sub Code: 07 – Health Services

Code: 322 – Health Care Consulting 
Services
• Sub code: 03 – Medical Equipment 

Resources & Management

P250.00

2 MRA-LDOC-003.0
2020/2021

09th June 2020 SERVICE CONTRACT 
FOR BoMRA BOARD 
ASSESSMENTS

Code: 318 – Legal Services     
• Sub code 01 -Legal Services

Code: 314 – Finance Related Services
• Sub Code: 06 – Audit Services
• Sub Code: 04 – Company related 

Services
• Sub Code: 01 – Finance Management

P250.00

Plot 112 International Finance Park, Gaborone

Private Bag 2 Gaborone Station, Botswana

(+267) 373 1732 (+267) 318 6254

info@bomra.co.bw
Contact us @

Malaika Gem collection 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
OVERVIEW:

capable of providing affordable, reliable, safe and constant electricity to its customers while complying to all internal, 

this includes ensuring that all employees have full ownership of this vision. The incumbent will be responsible for the 

for the overall establishment and maintenance of a commercial culture aligned with the new Business Model. The 

Board.  

Experience 
• At least ten (10) years senior management experience in a large corporate environment
• Experience gained in the broader power industry will be an advantage. 
• 
 and procedures.  
• 
 strategic management skills. 
• 
 
• 

• 
• Degree in Engineering 
• 

Competencies
• Board focused    •     Corporate governance 
• Strategic leadership   •     Team leadership
• Business acumen    
• Financial management   
• Building confidence    •     Conceptual flexibility
• Interpersonal competence

 or hr@premiere.co.bw  

Closing date: 10 June 2020

BY TIFFANIE WEN 

A British historian famously wrote that work 
expands to fill available time – but what was he actually 
saying about inefficiency?

With offices closed in nations around the world, many of us are 
grappling with how to stay productive and on task as we work 
from home. To help provide insight on how to manage this, BBC 
Worklife is updating some of our most popular productivity stories 
from our archive. This article was first published on 8 November 
2019.

“It is a commonplace observation that work expands so as to 
fill the time available for its completion.” British naval historian 
and author Cyril Northcote Parkinson wrote that opening line 
for an essay in The Economist in 1955, but the concept known as 
‘Parkinson’s Law’ still lives on today.

I think about it every time I have a deadline. How long it takes 
me to write a story will by and large depend on when my deadline 
is and how much time I have until then. In his somewhat satirical 
essay Parkinson uses the example of an elderly lady writing a 
postcard to her niece. Since she has nothing else to do with her 
time, the otherwise simple task takes up her entire day.

Apparently, I’m not the only one for whom the notion rings 
true. ‘Parkinson’s Law’ took on a life of its own, forming the basis 
of several more essays and a book by Parkinson, leading to public 
lectures around the world.

But what fewer people know is that Parkinson’s original intent 
was not to take aim at old lady letter-writers or journalists like 
me, but at a different kind of inefficiency – the bureaucratisation 
of the British Civil Service. In his original essay he pointed out 
that although the number of navy ships decreased by two thirds, 
and personnel by a third, between 1914 and 1928, the number of 
bureaucrats had still ballooned by almost 6% a year. There were 
fewer people and less work to manage – but management was still 
expanding, and Parkinson argued that this was due to factors that 
were independent of naval operational needs.

Get more subordinates, create more work
One scholar who has taken a serious look at Parkinson’s Law is 

Stefan Thurner, a professor in Science of Complex Systems at the 
Medical University of Vienna. Thurner says he became interested 
in the concept when the faculty of medicine at the University of 
Vienna split into its own independent university in 2004. Within 
a couple years, he says, the Medical University of Vienna went 
from being run by 15 people to 100, while the number of scientists 
stayed about the same. “I wanted to understand what was going 
on there, and why my bureaucratic burden did not diminish – on 
the contrary it increased,” he says.

He happened to read Parkinson’s book around the same time 
and was inspired to turn it into a mathematical model that could 
be manipulated and tested, along with co-authors Peter Klimek 
and Rudolf Hanel. “Parkinson argued that if you have 6% growth 
rate of any administrative body, then sooner or later any company 
will die. They will have all their workforce in bureaucracy and 
none in production.”

Parkinson pointed to two critical elements that lead to 
bureaucratisation – what he called the law of multiplication of 
subordinates, the tendency of managers to hire two or more 
subordinates to report to them so that neither is in direct 
competition with the manager themself; and the fact that 
bureaucrats create work for other bureaucrats.

Thurner says that companies typically start with a flat 
hierarchy, perhaps two engineers. As the company grows, they 
hire assistants, who then get promoted and hire their own 
subordinates. “A pyramid starts to grow. One might add artificial 
layers that serve no purpose other than introducing hierarchy, 
that help you to promote people to please them and keep them 
motivated. When the pyramid gets very large and expensive it 
might eat up all the company’s profits. If the bureaucratic body is 
not drastically reduced at this stage the company will die.”

Thurner also looked at inefficiencies in Parkinson’s original 
context: governments. In another study, he and his colleagues 
examined cabinet sizes of nearly 200 countries. They found 
that cabinet size was negatively correlated with government 
effectiveness; political stability; voice and accountability as 
measured by the World Bank; and life expectancy, knowledge and 
standard of living as measured by the United Nations.

To test how the size of a group affects its ability to make 
decisions, they created a model based on information flow 
networks and found that a significant change occurred when 
groups hit 20. “We found a realistic linking pattern of people and 
gave artificial committees random initial opinions on subjects,” 
he says. “At 20 you see a strong difference in coalition building. 
Smaller groups form and they block each other, which explains 
why it is exceedingly hard to come up with unanimous decisions 
when cabinets are large.”

Can ‘menacing’ deadlines cure dallying?
So if the wider points Parkinson was making about 

bureaucracies still stand up today, what of his enduring first line? 
Today, while some researchers might chuckle at the mention of 
the ‘law’ that has come to mean so much more than its original 
intent, there’s also no doubt they know what it is referring to. Is 
there some truth to the notion that without strict time constraints, 
we waste time and our work takes longer to complete?

In fact, studies in the decades since Parkinson wrote his 
essay have shown it has some merit. In the 1960s, researchers 
showed that when subjects were “accidentally” given extra time 
to complete a task, the task took longer to complete. In another 
set of studies from 1999, subjects were asked to evaluate four sets 
of photos. When they were told the fourth set was cancelled, they 
spent more time “dallying” on the third, rather than just finishing 
the task more quickly. Researchers also found that the extra time 
spent on a task – in this case counting the number of letters in a 
phrase – didn’t lead to increased accuracy or ability to recall word 
pairs on a surprise test afterwards.       

So does this mean that as a writer, I should be setting my 
deadlines earlier or limiting the work I do on each story? In 
general, should we be imposing tougher time constraints to 
improve our productivity?

Humans have a limited capacity for memory, attention and 
fatigue – or mental bandwidth, according to Eldar Shafir, a 
professor at Princeton and co-author of Scarcity, a book that looks 
at the psychology of having less than we need and how it drives 
our behaviours. “Because our attentional capacity is limited, we 
divide it sporadically any way we can as we run through everyday 
life,” he says. But sometimes, of necessity, we need to knuckle 
down.

In his book, he and co-author Sendhil Mullainathan talk about 
focusing deeply on a project at the cost of other things. “When 

Why you can’t get anything done
you have a deadline it’s like a storm ahead of you or having a 
truck around the corner. It’s menacing and it’s approaching, so 
you focus heavily on the task.” And you may well pull off a great 
job, but the problem is that everything else gets moved to the 
periphery. “If you’re focusing so heavily on a big project you may 
at the same time forget to pick up your kid from school, your 
mom’s birthday, to feed the dog etc. That may be the price you 
pay for the success you’re achieving with your focus.”

And there’s always the chance that rushing to accomplish 
something in too few hours can have drawbacks as well, 
particularly if your deadline is set by somebody else. “If your 
deadline is too short and you’re panicking, you will have sacrificed 
other things and you might work inefficiently, and things might 
go badly anyway,” he says.

 “People like to say if it wasn’t for the last minute, nothing 
would get done. But research shows people’s productivity 
is not linear,” says Elizabeth Tenney, an assistant professor 
at the University of Utah’s Eccles School of Business who 
has written about time pressure and productivity. “When people 
sit down to do a task, they’ll put in a lot of effort initially. At some 

point there’s going to be diminishing returns on extra effort. 
To optimise productivity, you need to maximise benefits and 
minimise costs and find that inflection point, which is where you 
should start to wrap up.”

That might not mean taking up the full time allotted or working 
all the way up to your deadline, she says. “Cut yourself off rather 

than keep tinkering for all time.”
So what about Parkinson’s hypothetical little old lady writing 

letters? If she had given herself a tighter deadline, she would’ve 
probably finished more quickly. But with nothing else to do all 
day, she finished just in time. [bbc.com/worklife]
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Franco’s 
Covid-19 
losses  

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

I n a bid to alleviate local artists’ plight, government 
has through the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sport and 
Culture Development availed Relief Fund for the Arts and 

Culture sector.
The relief packages were announced by Minister Tumiso 

Rakgare on Monday and several artists have expressed mixed 
reactions regarding the aid. The Patriot Lifestyle had a chat with 
some. Many applauded government for the economic support 
which they say will go a long way in cushioning them from 
the covid-19 effects which has negatively impacted on their 
livelihoods. There were however other aspects raised by the 
Minister which some artists believe government should have also 
addressed.

According to guidelines from MyscBW, government will 
provide relief allowances for arts and culture practitioners and 
wage subsidy for arts and culture practitioners in organisations, 
groups, agencies and trusts. The payments will be a P2500.00 
wage subsidy for full time employees of organisations, relief 
allowance for artists registered with Copyright Society of 
Botswana (COSBOTS) and arts organisations over a period of 
three months (April, May,June 2020). While those registered for 
the 2020 President’s Day Competitions will receive a P1000 .00 
once off relief allowance.

Botswana Entertainment Promoters Association (BEPA) 
Vice President Gilbert ‘PP’ Seagile said Mysc Management has 
previously consulted them about relief packages and they are 
happy that some of their contributions have been adopted. Seagile 
said they are however concerned about the issue of government 
identifying professional artists with COSBOTS.This follows after 
Minister Rakgare indicated that the artists must be registered 
with the organisation as an eligibility criteria for them to access 

the funding noting that there are around 980 of those. Seagile has 
however criticised the criteria noting that COSBOTS is where 
artists take their music for royalties not to identify who is a 
professional artists or not. “COSBOTS is there to serve the interest 
of their registered members but there are some professional artists 
who have not registered with the organisation because they didn’t 
want to. So it is wrong for COSBOTS to be used to identify that 
someone is a professional artists or not because anyone can take 
his music to COSBOTS but that does not mean the person is a 
professional artists,” Seagile complained. 

Seagile is worried that if government is to use that system 
majority of professional artists who have not registered with the 
organisation will not be assisted. He indicated that there are about 
3000 artists in the country and COSBOTS has only registered 
over 900 lamenting that the rest of the artists will be left out. 

For his part, Veteran Kwasa-Kwasa musician, Frank ‘Franco’ 
Lesokwane said even though he appreciate government’s effort he 
however believes that more should have been done on artists relief 
allowance adding that government should have also included 
those who their shows were disrupted by the pandemic.

Franco whose much anticipated Soulful Fill Up show was 
postponed said he had hoped that government as their parent 
would have considered to assist them not meaning that it is 
their responsibility to do so. On Monday Minister Rakgare said 
government will not be able to assist in everything encouraging 
those who their shows have been cancelled to go and prepare 
themselves again so that when everything settles they can plan to 
host their shows again.

Franco criticized that government is not considering the huge 
losses they encountered in terms of already paid promotions and 
advertorials. He highlighted that for that alone he made a loss 
of around P150 000 .00. The musician said he had thought that 
even if its not in a form of financial assistance government would 
have at least pledged to somehow assist them in kind.  “It can 

be of great help if government can at least pledge to advertise our 
shows on their media houses such as Radio Botswana and Daily 
Newspaper,” Franco highlighted.

Bonno ‘DJ Colastraw’ Ngaka of Francistown based Toropo 
Ya Muka Festival has also expressed hope that government will 
assist them to facilitate their shows post covid-19. This he said can 
be in terms of negotiating better prices for government owned 
venues where the shows will be held. Colastraw whose annual 
event was scheduled to be held from May 30 to September 29 this 

year revealed that he also made losses of around P150 000.00. The 
musician has however concurred with Rakgare that such events 
always has their own uncertainties.

“At the end of the day the pandemic is a situation beyond our 
control and no one can be blamed for it. A show you can invest half 
a million into it and lose it all,” Colastraw stressed.

Just like many other artists, the renowned DJ has also applauded 
government for the relief fund, “I think the allowance its fair 
enough, its not the money we earned through wo

• ‘We need help to recover losses from cancelled shows’
• Other artists’ mixed reactions over relief fund

O pening in the second half of 2020, Wilderness 
Safaris’ much-anticipated thirdHYPERLINK “https://
wilderness-safaris.com/pressroom/press-releases/

wilderness-safaris-introduces-dumatau-and-little-dumatau”-
HYPERLINK “https://wilderness-safaris.com/pressroom/
press-releases/wilderness-safaris-introduces-dumatau-and-little-
dumatau”generation DumaTau will offer an enhanced menu that 
thoughtfully blends elements of Botswana heritage, community 
and nutrition. With an increase in locally sourced ingredients on 
the menu, DumaTau guests can expect a wide selection of deeply-
flavoured, fresh and appetising plates – achieving the optimal 
balance between authenticity and modern inspiration. 

“At DumaTau, the food experience will be a journey in itself, 
and we want our guests to feel truly indulged as they discover local 
ingredients and learn about this spectacular country. When the 
camp reopens, our talented chefs will be ready to engage and serve 
our guests the most delectable meals – think lots of chef interaction, 
cooking over the coals and alfresco dining, with light-hearted 
conversations weaving in the sights and sounds of the day”, says 
Freedom Nxele, Food Experience Manager for Wilderness Safaris 
Botswana’s Premier Camps.

Situated in the 125 000-hectare Linyanti Wildlife Reserve, 
DumaTau is located in one of the best game-viewing areas in 
northern Botswana – the ideal location for dining outdoors. 
Whether this is enjoying culturally inspired meals during boma 
evenings, eating out on a barge on the Linyanti River, or taking 
advantage of the African sky with a romantic candlelit dinner, 
DumaTau’s new menu will be focused on bringing people together 
in the reserve’s exquisite surroundings. 

The camp will also increase its access to locally grown superfoods, 
such as baobab fruit powder, Kalahari truffle, marula, ground nuts 
and moringa, which will be added to foods such as hot porridge, 
nutritional smoothies and giant steaming muffins. The chefs 
will also use millet and sorghum to create a range of delicious 
homemade pastas and artisanal breads. With many repeat guests 
visiting DumaTau, the menu will still include all the old favourites, 
such as venison tagine with mini madombi, barley and gem squash 
risotto and beef seswaa tacos with tomato salsa. This also includes 
light meals such as corn, spring onion and peppadew samosas, 
biltong croquettes with a sweet mustard sauce, as well as dessert 
classics such as roasted naartjie malva pudding and milk tart slices. 

“The use of local foods isn’t only an exploration of the cuisine, but 

Dumatau – a sustainable 
approach to fine dining

an important contribution to the camp’s commitment to operating 
with a light carbon footprint. In this way DumaTau decreases the 
complex logistics required for the transportation of items to this 
remote region. Added to this, we have also been exploring smart 
ways to continue serving nutritious and delicious meals with less 
waste. It is important for us to ensure that our food journey is as 
sustainable as possible”, concludes Freedom.

I n light of the impact Covid-19 has had on the creative 
industry in Botswana, First National Bank Botswana has 
announced further details on the approved programmes and 

intended disbursements of its P1.5 million contribution to COVID-
19 relief in support of the performing arts and creative industry.

Peo Porogo, the FNBB Director of Marketing and 
Communications says: “At times like these we need the arts and 
culture more than ever. Singing unites us, dancing keeps us active. 
Each one of the activities that we have identified will help mitigate 

COVID-19 social impact and demonstrate how the arts, culture and 
fashion play a role in, public health, social cohesion and resilience”.

FNBB Foundation has issued a call for proposal in the following 
categories which support COVID-19 social communications, 
behaviour change, entertainment and public safety; Music, Fine 
Arts, Literary Arts, Dance, Comedy, Photography, Short Film/ 
Documentaries, Online Music shows, and Fashion. FNBB is 
committed to providing support to the local creative arts industry 
during this difficult time.

FNBB’S support to creative arts

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

A s government has this week eased lockdown 
restrictions the Botswana Entertainment Promoters 
Association (BEPA) called on the Ministry of Youth 

Empowerment, Sports and Culture Development to also consider 
opening for musical shows.  The country’s Covi19 Task Force Team 
on Wednesday lifted the 48 day extreme social distancing period 
with Coordinator of the team, Dr Kereng Masupu announcing 
that people will now be allowed to travel within designated zones 
without permits. Only those travelling across the zones will be 
required to apply for pink permits. 

Government has also recently approved for gradual opening of 
businesses and schools but under strict health measures to help 
prevent the spread of the virus. Churches and funeral gatherings 
are also now limited to a maximum of 50 people. Even when 
certain non-contact sport activities and performing and visual arts 
practices/training has been permitted, music concerts and festivals 
were still held off. Those in the entertainment industry however 
pleaded with government to at least allow for musical shows of 
small capacity. Many artists and promoters have been hard hit by 
the pandemic as they are unable to generate income due to strict 
regulations prohibiting mass gatherings. The artists mostly  usually 
generate income through these live performances. Some have been 
trying to mitigate the problem by hosting online performances 
however with little or no returns at all.

In an interview with The Patriot Lifestyle BEPA Vice President, 
Gilbert ‘PP’ Seagile said he believes that if permitted to rehost 
these events, promoters and revellers will also be able to adhere to 
covid-19 health measures. Seagile argued that if thousands of people 
are allowed to go into a supermarket in a day, a similar set up is also 
possible with the entertainment events. “A show that hold capacity 
of around 5000 people can also be reduced to 1000 people with 

revellers strictly advised to keep the two meters contact distance,” 
he suggested. Seagile added that people’ safety can also be enhanced 
by only allowing for local artists to participate at the shows in the 
meantime. Seagile who is also a promoter himself believes all this 
is possible since Botswana has proved to be doing well in terms of 
controlling the corona-virus from spreading into the country.

Renowned Kwasa-kwasa musician, Frank ‘Franco’ Lesokwane 
also shared the same sentiments with this publication. Franco also 
accorded that the number of people that are gathering in malls and 
public transport ranks exceed the crowd usually pulled by their 
entertainment shows. He highlighted that their shows usually gather 
maximum of around 500 to 1000 people.

“In Botswana there are only few festivals that attracts a lot 
of revellers but our regular weekend shows such as playing in 
community halls does not pull massive crowds,” Franco buttressed. 
The musician argued that being allowed to host their own small 
shows again will be much more better compared to the P2500.00 
relief allowances provided by government. 

Meanwhile Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Youth 
Empowerment, Sports and Culture Development, Kago Ramokate 
has revealed on Friday that performing and visual arts programmes 
musical shows included have been permitted to resume with 
immediate effect. 

In an interview with this publication Ramokate said they want for 
promoters to however make sure that they follow guidelines from 
the Ministry of Health and Wellness. 

“That is the only way we can allow them to gradually increase in 
terms of numbers and the size of events they can host in future,” 
Ramokate said. The permanent secretary pointed that the way the 
promoters will starts it would determine what can be done with 
restrictions laws present which are still binding them. Ramokate 
acknowledged that the artists have been affected by the pandemic 
for the longest time as their shows have long been cancelled even 
before the State of Emergency was declared.

Performing, visual arts return 

Franco [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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INTENTION TO CHANGE MARRIAGE PROPERTY REGIME
(in terms of Section 8 (1) (f) of Married Person’s Act, 2014)

1. ODIRILE ISHMAEL SENTO and KAGISO RUTH LUDO SENTO (Nee DE-KLERK), married in 
community of property on the 17th of May 2014 in Kanye, wish to change their property regime to out 
of community of property.

2. The parties intend to apply to the High Court of Botswana after the expiration of the three (3) weeks 
statutory notice from the date of the first publication hereof. 

3. Any person, creditor or debtor, who may have an interest in the assets and/or liabilities of the parties’ 
estate, should they have objections to the parties changing their property regime, are to inform the 
parties’ Attorneys, MBEWE LEGAL PRACTICE, before the expiration of the said three (3) week 
period, or make representations before the High Court of Botswana once the contemplated application 
is lodged. 

DATED AT GABORONE THIS ………………… DAY OF ……………………. 2020.

MBEWE LEGAL PRACTICE
Applicant’s Attorneys, Plot 20620, Acts House,
Broadhurst Industrial 
P O Box 81556,
GABORONE
TEL: 316 5578
FAX: 316 5578 

F ollowing his accomplishments with Mamelodi 
Sundowns, coach Pitso Mosimane remains to win admirers 
as his equivalent from Botswana, Daniel Nare, has actually 

bathed him with appreciation for being a careful supervisor.
The Security Systems employer in the Botswana Premiership is 

persuaded Mosimane has actually not arrived degree in Africa by 
fluke, however being an excellent coordinator has actually gained 
him the condition he presently takes pleasure in.

Nare, additionally referred to as ‘Chicco’, reminisces on his 
encounter with the previous Bafana Bafana supervisor in the 
previous couple of years, claiming they would certainly call each 
various other to trade info on their particular nationwide groups.

” I remember he had actually simply been selected aide coach 
to [Carlos Alberto] Parreira in February 2007 when we fulfilled 

inCologne I was the nationwide Under 23 coach for Botswana,” 
Nare informed FARPost

“Thereafter, he would call me and ask me for inside information 
each time Bafana was playing the Zebras. The man is intelligent 
when it comes to football, he is always thinking of the next game.”

Nare additionally disclosed exactly how he got recommendations 
from ‘Jingles’ after his group was benched to the reduced 
departments, including that he as soon as visited the previous Jomo 
Cosmos demonstrator.

“I was travelling to Egypt from OR Tambo one time when he 
came to the airport to have a chat with me about the Zebras. 
The man is thorough in getting his teams ready for matches,” he 
included.

” I associate with trains from around, however I have actually 

never ever had any kind of coach request for info as extensive and 
also extensive as he did. In truth, he was also bring a note pad on 
the day. He really made note

“He was truly motivating. He shared with me exactly how it 
took him regarding 12 years to win his initial organization title. He 
informed me it does not suggest you’re not an excellent coach.

“He wound up sharing with me exactly how one can coach a 
nationwide group because I was the Under-23 nationwide group 
coach where there is hardly time to function with gamers. I have 
actually lugged that point with me till today over a years because he 
educated me.”

After his job with the nationwide side, Mosimane took place to 
take control of at Chloorkop in 2012 and also handled to transform 
the Tshwane titans right into a well-oiled equipment in the PSL and 

also in the continent.
The forthright coach has actually raised 4 Premier Soccer 

League (PSL) titles, 2 Telkom Knockout Cup prizes, one Nedbank 
Cup along with leading the Brazilians to raising the historic Caf 
Champions League and also Super Cup titles in 2016 and also 2017 
specifically.

As the 2019/20 PSL period is presently stopped because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, Mosimane continues to be confident of 
nabbing his 5th PSL crown however they need to fall log leaders, 
Kaizer Chiefs that lead the log table with 4 factors until now.

Meanwhile, Nare was testing for his first organization title when 
the period was put on hold due to the infection as they are 2 factors 
behind log leaders Jwaneng Galaxy with 10 video games to enter the 
2019/20 period. [https://theunionjournal.com/]

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

While government through the Ministry of Youth 
Empowerment, Sports and Culture Development is 
applauded for cushioning the sports fraternity from the 

devastating effects of covid-19 with relief -fund packages the latter 
has however been slammed for having not extended the same aid to 
lower football division.

Minister Tumiso Rakgare on Monday announced that 25 
players from each of the 16 clubs in the premier league will receive 
P2500.00 each while 25 players from each of the 24 clubs in first 
division league will receive P1500.00 each. The payments will 
respectively run for the months of April, May and June. 

Lower football division will however not benefit from the 
packages. Rakgare said the Botswana Football Association (BFA) 
will through the expected FIFA emergency relief funds assist clubs 
at regional level. The decision did not seat well with Local Regional 
Football Administrator, Fobby Radipotsane who complained that 
clubs at lower division continue to be snubbed when it comes to 
covid-19 relief packages. He highlighted that the BFA recently only 
assisted premier league clubs with P40 000.00 each leaving out 
regional clubs. In an interview with The Patriot Sport, Radipotsane 
said relief packages are a good initiative but they should however be 
inclusive to all parties affected by the covid-19 pandemic.

He argued that the covid-19 effects are much more concentrated 
at lower regions as compared to those in the premier and first 
division leagues. Lower division is were professional players are 
developed and there are around 17 regional football divisions across 
the country. Radipotsane highlighted that players in regions such as 
Nojane, Gumare, Pilikwe , Hunkuntsi and Lekgwabe among others 
are currently in dire situation owing to the imposed extreme social 
distancing which has affected many rural economies.

“Majority of lower division players are form 3/5 failures mostly 
situated in rural areas and they depend on Ipelegeng jobs for 
survival. So it becomes very difficult for them not to be assisted 
because during this time they are locked in their homes without 
jobs and something to eat,” Radipotsane indicated.

The outspoken football administrator believes that a proper 
assessment about the covid-19 effects should have been done for the 
entire football fraternity so that government would have appreciated 

what is really happening on the ground. Radipotsane said they have 
thought that while still awaiting assistance from FIFA, government 
and BFA should have also assisted them just like it did with clubs in 
the upper leagues. He condemned the suggestion that they will be 
assisted at a later stage with the expected funding from FIFA. 

“We cannot wait for FIFA money because it will take long for 
us to be helped, chances are that the money will only be available 
maybe next year but players won’t be able to wait that long without 
anything to sustain themselves in the meantime,” he complained. 
Radipotsane pleaded that even if the assistance its not in monetary 
form the affected players can at least be assisted with food hampers. 

Foreign Players 
Government has also snubbed foreign players plying their trade 

for the local premier league clubs. Rakgare stressed the relief 
packages were only meant for local players noting that clubs will 
take responsibility for their signed foreign players. This is not only 
happening in football but it also happens to be the case to other 
foreign employees in the private sector as government is clear about 
its position that it will not extend the subsidy to non-citizens. The 
decision has left some foreign players who have not yet received 
their monthly dues from their teams in a limbo. Botswana Union 
of Footballers (FUB) Secretary General Kgosana Masaseng says 
they will engage BFA to see how affected players can be assisted. He 
revealed that their proposal is for BFA to pay the players and the 
association will replace the money with the expected emergency 
relief fund from FIFA.

According to Masaseng, about eight teams in the premier league 
are failing to pay the affected foreign players their full salaries. “Our 
concern is that if the players are not assisted now the clubs will 
never be able to pay them. Our worry is that the players cannot be 
left with the believe that clubs will pay them that is not going to 
happen,” Masaseng expressed concerned. 

Meanwhile BFA CEO Mfolo Mfolo has stressed that the 
association will through the FIFA emergency Relief fund cover 
whatever that government has not managed to cover with their 
P70 million relief package. Mfolo could however not state as to 
whether foreign players will also directly benefit from the awaited 
funding noting that guidelines on how this will unfold are not yet 
complete. “We have put a task team that will look into guidelines 
and frameworks of how we can try to assist from our end those that 
have not
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N ational team sprinters, Onkabetse Nkobolo and 
Baboloki Thebe will soon know their fate as a 
Commission of Inquiry that was set to look into a recent 

accident involving the two has been completed.
The 400 metre runners were in March this year involved in a car 

accident after allegedly sneaking out of a Hotel in Gaborone where 
the national team had camped in preparation for the Olympics. 
The accident occurred in the wee hours of March 21st along the 
A12 Road in Mogoditshane. The Botswana Athletics Association 
(BAA) and the Botswana National Olympic Committee (BNOC) 
thereafter set up a Commission of Inquiry into the accident that 
left Nkobolo hospitalised with serious injuries while Thebe escaped 
unhurt.

BAA Vice President-Administration, Oabona Theetso this 

week told The Patriot Sport that the report is out but said 
he was currently not in a position to reveal its findings and 
recommendations. He indicated that the report is yet to be 
discussed by the BAA and BNOC separate boards first. Theetso 
says they have not been able to meet as the BAA board due to the 
lock-down restrictions noting that when conditions are permitting 
they will immediately convene and discuss the issue. 

According to him, the purpose of the inquiry was to establish 
how the athletes left camp whether they were permitted to do so 
or not. He added that the inquiry also sought to establish the cause 
of the accident. Reports indicates that police recently fined Thebe 
who was behind the wheels for reckless driving. Furthermore the 
report also sought to establish as to whether the athletes were 
indeed under the influence of alcohol as some are alleging.

“The report is out and decisions will be taken but that will 
depend on the findings of the inquiry,” Theetso assured. The Vice 

President could be drawn into discussing what actions are likely be 
taken against the athletes should they be found guilty.

“For now I can not say what actions are going to be taken against 
the athletes because BAA and BNOC are two separate bodies and 
their conclusion on the matter may differ but I can assure you that 
whoever will be found guilty actions will be taken against that 
person,” Theetso stressed.  

BNOC CEO, Tuelo Serufho could not be reached for comment 
as he phone continued to rang unanswered.

Meanwhile Nkobolo who suffered back injuries is said to be 
recovering well at Princess Marina Referral Hospital where he is 
receiving physiotherapy. Theetso says they are hopeful that the 
athlete will soon be released from the hospital adding that they 
will be advised by his doctors as to whether he can resume training 
or not. Both Nkobolo and Thebe were still vying to qualify for the 
Olympics which has since been postponed to next year.

The National Athletics Team is preparing to resume training 
after the Botswana National Sports Commission (BNSC) has 
recently announced that training for non-contact sports such 
as Athletics, Badminton, Bowling, Cycling,Darts, Golf, , Karate, 
Motor sport and Tennis can resume as government continues to 
relax restrictions of the covid-19 outbreak. 

“We thank the BNSC for hearing us when we submitted our 
proposal expressing our wish for us to resume training. We have 
Olympics before us so the longer we take without training the 
slimmer chances for us to excel at this upcoming international 
competitions,” Theetso commended.

Because of the social extreme distancing BAA was on the 31st 
of March forced to dissolve camp for the athletics team that 
was preparing for the Olympics. The Tokyo Olympics that was 
supposed to be held between July and August this year has since 
been rescheduled to summer next year.

Thebe, Nkobolo probe complete
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B otswana Volleyball Federation (BVF) is eager to 
retain the services of the Brazilian gaffer Augusto 
Sabbatini who returned home after his three months 

contract expired in March. Sabbatini was roped in to lead the 

‘Bring back Sabbatini’-BVF 
ladies’ senior national team in their quest to qualify for the Tokyo 
Olympics in the African qualifiers that was held in Cameroon 
early this year. 

Even though the ladies’ team did not qualify for the Olympics, 
BVF is of the view that the Brazilian native still has a lot to offer 
towards the growth of local volleyball. He inherited a team that 
was struggling to regain form at national level due to unavailability 
of the national league in the country. Prior to his takeover the 
team was also fresh from the All Africa Games in Rabat, Morocco 
where they lost 4 out of 5 games. 

When he assumed the coaching position, he immediately took 
the team for a 2 weeks training camp in Kigali, Rwanda prior to 
the actual qualifiers where he also lost all his games. Botswana 
was pitted against Africa’s heavyweights such as Cameroon, Egypt, 
Nigeria and Kenya who emerged the ultimate winners of the 
competition and qualified for the Olympics.

In an interview with The Patriot Sport, BVF Secretary General 
George Kootsene said they are of the view that coach Sabbatini 
still has a lot to offer towards the growth of volleyball in the 
country, hence their desire to have him for another spell. “He was 
on a short-term contract specifically to coach the ladies’ team in 
their journey to qualify for the Olympics and we were impressed 
despite his winless run at the competition. We understood that it 
was short stint, but we could see the improvement in our team’s 
play, and we believe that if given a chance he can take our national 
teams to another level,” said Kootsene.

He further stated that they are still in contact with Sabbatini 
who is currently in Brazil and they are confident that they will 
retain him with the help of African Volleyball Confederation 
(CAVB) as soon as covid-19 crisis is over. “We have been in 
talks with our sport mother body, Botswana National Sport 
Commission to see how they can also assist us to retain him. We 
are just waiting for this period of corona virus pandemic to end 
and if he is still available then we will opt for him to come and 
continue with both of our national teams,” he added. 

On his part coach Sabbatini expressed his desire to return to 
Botswana to pick up where he left off to improve the standard of 
volleyball in the country.  “I would love to come back to Botswana, 
I love the country and it is full of talented volleyball players and 
they have a bright future all they need is mentorship. i think the 
return is possible and for the future I think the federation must 
improve their planning in developing the sport because there are 
some of the technical stuff that they are not doing right but all in 
all Botswana Volleyball is not in bad state,” said Sabbatini.
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M inistry of Youth Empowerment, Sport and Culture 
Development (MYSC) has finally given local sport 
a green light to resume. This includes training and 

Competitive Sport resumes 
•	 Govt gives local sport green light to restart 

competitions following two months of no action due to corona 
virus pandemic. The ministry through Botswana National Sports 
Commission (BNSC) suspended all sporting activities and closed 
facilities across the country in an effort to curb the spread of the 
novel covid-19 virus. 

Only few non-contact sporting codes such as Tennis, Athletics, 
Darts and Badminton amongst others were permitted to start 
training last week. This means that all sporting  codes can return 
to action and resume their programs but only under the Covi-19 
guidelines of public health.

MYSC recently listed sports training for all codes, playing 
competitive games including premier league and 1st Division 
(without fans) under entities permitted to commence operations. 
Botswana Football Association (BFA) quickly responded to the 
call through a statement stating that all football activities will 
however remain halted until further notice despite the clearance.

BFA Chief Executive Officer Mfolo Edwin Mfolo told The 
Patriot sport that they have put together committees that will be 
responsible for drawing the guidelines of return to play guidelines 
for football activities. “The committees are made of BFA medical 
team, Football Union Botswana, National League and Women 
football who are tasked to come up with a process of returning to 
action. These guidelines will guide us on when to return to action 
hence our decision to halt football activities until further notice,” 
he said.

On their part Botswana Athletics Association national team 
coach Justice Dipeba said they intend to return to track as soon as 
possible in order to prepare for the season. “We are just waiting for 
the readiness of facilities so that we can begin our training, more 
so that the Diamond League schedule is out, and we have to be 
ready. We will also be focusing on qualifying more athletes for the 
Olympics and we are happy for the permission to return to action,” 
said Dipeba.

Meanwhile BNSC chief executive officer Falcon Sedimo said 
all facilities are now open for use by athletes and other sporting 
codes that were permitted to resume training from last week. “We 
have long returned to week from last week and we are open for 
business. Those who want to access our facilities they are free to 
contact us. We will be able to allow athletes to use the facilities 
under the supervision and adherence of covid-19 social distancing 
regulations,”said Sedimo .
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