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WARNING: Stay Home, 
Wash hands with 

Soap & Water, Avoid 
crowds, Don’t Touch, 

Hug or Kiss

BAKANG TIRO & 
JOSEPH KGAMANYANE 
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

A s the novel Covid-19 
pandemic anxiety grows 
further in Botswana, the 

future of the 2020 school calendar 
is in doubt with possibilities that 
schools may not re-open any time 
soon. Thirteen cases of the virus 
had been confirmed in Botswana by 
Sunday, amid growing anxiety due to 
the ongoing lockdown scheduled to 
last until April 30. The extension of 
the State of Public Emergency (SOE) 
for six months has thrown a spanner 
in the works, putting pressure on 
education ministers to provide 
guidance on the way forward. 

Ministers of Basic Education, 
Fidelis Molao and his counterpart Dr 
Douglas Letsholathebe of Tertiary 
Education, including technocrats 
under their supervision  were very 
busy during the week trying to 
reassurew Batswana that there are 
alternatives solutions to the looming 
crisis.  Molao said if after 28 days of 
extreme social distancing Covid-19 
situation  is  under control schools 
will resume immediately with the 
ministry considering a continuous 
learning without breaks in between 
to cover up for the lost time during 
closure.     “If the situation whereby 
is not better to an extent that we 
exceed 60 days there will be no 
examination written for PSLE,JCE 
and BGCSE and pupil will repeat 
their previous standards,” Molao 
said on Wednesday while debating 
to State of Emergency requested by 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi to fight 
Covid-19.

Molao buttressed that it will be 
catastrophic as this means there 
will be no standard going to do 
form 1, no form 3s going to form 
4 and this will also mean that 
tertiary institutions will not have 

first year students for academic year 
2020/2021, a situation that might 
halt graduations as well. He bowed 
to pressure from some segment of 
opposition MPs to justify why the 
six months SOE is going to assist the 
ministry and the pupils as they have 
opined he already fails to mitigate.    

In a public statement, Permanent 
Secretary in Ministry of Basic 
Education Bridget John said the 
closure of schools during SOE means 
the number of school days in this 
academic year might be far than 
minimum necessity of 180 days, 
with no assessment and students 
may have to repeat. John further said 
the ministry is currently supporting 
learners to keep on doing self-
learning by availing learning material 
for home study and extending hours 
for educational radio platforms.

The Minister of Tertiary Education 
Dr Douglas Letsholathebe on 
Saturday said they will consider 
absorbing first year students if the 
situation normalizes.He said current 
students will continue to be paid 
their monthly stipends, while all 
tertiary institutions have been paid 
tuition fees so that they continue 
paying workers. But,  anxiety grows 
among final year tertiary students 
who majority of them were supposed 
to finish  studies in May with 
expectation of them graduating also 
remains unclear at the moment.   

Dr Letsholathebe said his ministry 
expects both public and private 
institutions to contribute somehow 
to help government in the fight 
against Covid-19 as they are doing 
business with government. So far 
none of the private institutions had 
contributed to the battle against 
covid-19.

However, a lot of progress has 
been made by public institutions 
such as BIUST which has produced 
hand sanitizers, bar and liquid soap 
and drones disfenctor machines. 

University of Botswana (UB) have 
also donated numerous items among 
them sanitisers to SKMTH, which is 
used to quarantine suspected covid 
19 cases. On the other hand BITRI 
recently which launched online 
covid-19 travel permit application 
which he says its a good gesture from 
the public so far.

Also on the whereabouts of private 
tertiary institutions he buttressed 
that although government is not 
forcing any institution to contribute 
he is of the view that they should rise 
to the party as well but said maybe 
they could not be doing enough 
because of lack of funds on the basis 
that doing research and innovating 
could be expensive in times of 
Covid-19 but he remains watching 
on how they would contribute to 
assist the ministry in the trying times
Heading Into A Crisis

Government earlier on March 
bowed to pressure from local 
educators trade unions, Botswana 
Teachers Union (BTU) and 
Botswana Sectors of Educators Trade 
Union (BOSETU) respectively to 
close the schools as a precautionary 
measure to limit the spread of Covid-
19 due to big crowds. 

BOSETU hinted at time that it 
is deeply worried by the lackluster 
response of government in taking 
practical preventative steps in 
avoiding the possible outbreak of 
the virus the country. BOSETU 
Secretary General Tobokani Rari 
says consequences of the six months 
State of Emergency approved by 
Parliament on Thursday will put the 
education system of this country into 
a crisis.

Speaking to The Patriot On Sunday 
Rari said even though the state of 
emergency was necessary, the issue 
that will remain to be debated is 
if the declared SoE was supposed 
to last for a six months period or 

less. Rari pointed that President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi alternatively still 
had the powers to place another SoE 
if the Covid-19 situation in Botswana 
would have not been addressed in 
the first 21 day.  “We believe that 
would have been the best way to go 
about it but that as it may parliament 
has passed the motion and we accept 
the verdict, we are content with it 
but the consequences are severe,” 
BOSETU cautioned. 

SoE regulation number five which 
states that, ‘all schools shall be closed 
during the state of public emergency’ 
is already causing a lot of confusion 
among many learners.  Those who 
were preparing to seat for their 
final examinations this year and are 
currently left in a limbo unsure as to 
whether they will be able to do so.

Minister of Basic Education, 
Fidelis Malao on Thursday said his 
ministry would have to suspend 
this year’s academic level transition 
should schools remain closed for 
an upward period of 60 days. “We 
would have lost the whole year and 
it will be difficult/impractical to 
run credible examinations,” Molao 
argued.  The Minister has however 
clarified that schools will re-open 
even during state of emergency 
provided health officials assures 
that it will be safe to do so.  For his 
part, Rari says their understanding 
of the SoE fifth regulation is that 
schools will remain closed for the 
next coming six months unless there 
will be a variation made by President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi. 

He expressed concern that 
learners’ education will severely be 
affected by this development. “The 
syllabus is time bound so if you take 
six months away from it then for sure 
you cannot archive anything... even 
if teachers can teach on supersonic 
speed or there is other means of 
communication that will still remain 
impossible,” said Rari.
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D umelang Saleshando, 
leader of the Opposition in 
Parliament, came with guns 

blazing, unwavering in his claim that 
the State of the Emergency (SOE) 
was simply a cover for friends of the 
leadership of the ruling party to line 
up their pockets.  

He insisted that only a few 
individuals were set to emerge as 
biggest winners in Botswana’s fight 
against Corona Virus. Saleshando 
pronounced names on Parliament 
floor when put under pressure to 
provide evidence, citing even close 
relatives of President Masisi.

 At the end of session, the Speaker 
Phandu Skelemani had a file with 
letters from Saleshando which will 
now be verified for fact.  Despite 
a spirited attempt by ruling party 
MPs to protect the president and 
deny that SOE was a looting scheme, 
opposition MPs were not convinced.     

“BDP troops are using 
Coronavirus as scapegoat to loot the 
Covid-19 Relief Fund. We know that 
their allies in tendering have lined 
up to feed their stomachs during 
SOE. The ruling party is also raising 
funds for 2024 general elections by 
enriching their friends with tenders,” 
he maintained. 

He further lambasted president 
Masisi and his BDP caucus for failing 
to justify clearly to the nation the 
necessity for expediting SOE, adding 
that the 28 days state of emergency 
that is already in place could be 
reintroduced after situation is 
tracked first. “What is more hurting 
is that during this lockdown some 
people who are surviving through 
the informal sector are suffering 
because government is failing to 
assist them due to the Covid-19 
Relief Fund that I assume is open for 
looting by the superior,” Saleshando 
added.

Leader of Minority Tshekedi 
Khama – MP for Serowe West under 
Botswana Patriotic Front (BPF) – 
said parliament has not been advised 
how the P2 billion will be spent 
under the SOE.

“There is no clear indication how 
the money will spend and sectors 
it will be spent on. There is also no 
supervision by Statutory and Finance 
Committee on the money, we fear 
there will be lot of corruption during 
this period,” said Khama.

Khama argued that the SOE is not 
what will save or enable government 
to fight the pandemic buttressing 
that the President has not given the 
scientific trajectory of virus.

MPs who debated such as Nkange 
MP Dr Never Tshabang opposed the 
SOE, insisting that it was meant to 
aid fraud as there was no scientific 
evidence provided by medical 
experts for it.  

BDP Chief Whip Liakat Kablay 
also warned that there should be 
clear accountability on dispensation 
of Covid-19 Relief funds, 
emphasizing that it could open room 
for massive corruption by some. He 
further alerted government to meet 
the promises made to help people 
with food baskets and provide them 
with water.
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There has been a 
groundswell of confusion 
among the public over a 

decision by President Dr Mokgweetsi 
Masisi to convene Parliament for 
two days seeking validation of a six 
months State of Emergency, hence 
flouting lockdown rules that ban 
public gatherings.

On Thursday, shocking revelation 
leading to public anxiety or mistrust 
ensued after it emerged that a nurse 
who was on duty at parliament has 
tested positive hence it could be 
expected that the assembly business 
will be put on hold due to danger 
that the nurse could have put MPs to.

Adjourning of parliament business 
is what nation anticipated that it 
could be done immediately but it 
was not going to be the case until the 
main man Dr Masisi who called the 
urgent seating of parliament can get 
breakthrough first on his demand, 
the allowance of SOE for six months.

Leader of Opposition (LOO) 
Dumelang Saleshando insisted that 
parliament should immediately 
adjourn but his advice fell in deaf 
ear as BDP caucus pushed that SOE 
business must be priority.

This reluctance by parliament to be 
convinced that  a nurse who assisted 
MPs tested negative brought a lot 
of confusion among nation as some 
alleged that truth been hold over the 
virus.

Some believed that the way 
parliament responded more 
especially the BDP caucus was that 
issue of nurse was a staged plot to 
frighten nation so that parliament 
can quickly agree to SOE.

The notion has been that the last 
person who is expected to break the 
Covid-19 preventative measures is 
Dr Masisi yet he did that again by 
convening more than 10 people for 
more than two hours thus exposing 
the entire parliament and himself to 

potential contraction of virus.
Political pundits and public 

observed that Masisi’s decisions 
although it’s a difficult time are more 
of a trial and error after his topical 
trip to Namibia after he said visits 
abroad are on hold.

Political analyst Mokaloba 
Mokaloba said president have done 
his fair share of errors although the 
legislative gathering was a necessity, 
it should have not been turned out 
to be green zone. During a moment 
when it is said that gathering was 
exposed to danger, there was a need 
for outmost leadership and entire 
parliament was supposed to provide 
for that to lead by example and 
parliament led by president failed on 
that regard, to take situation serious,’’ 
Mokaloba said.

Later on the same day, 
Parliamentarians also flouted 
instructions that they should 
immediately go into self quarantine 
in their homes but decided to expose 
the public to danger by visiting 
shopping malls. MPs amongst them 
Pono Moatlhodi of Tonota and 
Polson Majaga for Nata/Gweta were 
seen at Choppies supermarket at 
West Gate mall thus sparking anger 
and confusion on the public.

Director of Health Services Dr 
Malaka Tshipayagae gave them 
option for self-isolation but due to 
frivolity displayed by some, all MPs 
will be put under the government 
mandatory quarantine. “It has come 
to my attention that some Members 
of Parliament have breached their 
quarantine by going to supermarkets 
and spreading the risk. This is 
regrettable, the public is informed 
that MPs are all removed from 
home and placed under government 
supervised quarantine,” he said.

Dr Masisi will be placed under 
quarantine for the second time in 
row after he was first placed when 
he came back from Namibia, the trip 
which he defended himself over it for 
a whole week.

•  BDP to use Covid-19 fund 
for 2024 elections – LOO

•  Saleshando provides 
Speaker with evidence of 
looting 

•  BDP MP Kablay also warns 
against  corruption

Masisi, 
MPs break 
Lockdown 
• Masisi gathers Parliament, flout 

lockdown Rules
• MPs flout quarantine rules, expose 

public to danger
• Defiant MPs taken to mandatory 

quarantine

YEAR LOST! 
2020 SCHOOL AGENDA

• 6 months SOE throws education into crisis   • Students may repeat classes - PS John says
• Final year tertiary learners’ future unertain
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SOE for 
LOOTING 
-LOO

Masisi [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

Molao Letsholathebe
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NALEDI MOTORS – DRIVING THE ROAD TO RECOVERY WITH CONTACTLESS 
BUSINESS P40K CASHBACK & ONLINE SHOWROOM SHOPPING
Visit our website www.naledimotors.co.bw for online quotations, finance options & pre-orders

The best just got better. This updated, 
award-winning C-Class is the sportiest 
and most dynamic of all time. It’s better 
performing, even more high-tech, safe as 
houses and even better looking, if that were 
possible! And it comes with an optional 
fully digital heads-up, cockpit instrument 
windscreen display so you can always 
see the bigger picture plus state-of-the-art 
connectivity offering multimedia systems 
with personalised information and music.

The intuitive C-Class F/L. 
Never stop improving.

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

*Terms and Conditions apply.

P40,000 cashback with 
contactless commerce

Specifications may vary for the southern African market

Finance by Wesbank

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

Naledi Motors Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645

The born-again GLE
The luxury SUV reinvented and redefined

P40,000 cashback with contactless commerce

The all-new GLE with E ROAD SURFACE SCAN, CURVE ACTIVE BODY 
CONTROL plus AIRMATIC air suspension makes off-road exceptionally 
more capable and comfortable than ever. Rocking mode easily extricates 
the GLE from difficult off-road situations and Trailer Manoeuvring Assist 
makes towing a breeze. 

With MBUX 3D graphics, cockpit display, intuitive operation via 
touchscreen, “Hey Mercedes” voice-operated control and voice-
recognition, learning capability and MBUX Augmented Reality. 

And comprehensive PRE-SAFE® safety protection is segment-leading.

The sophisticated, stylish town and country GLC, 
now with multi-function touchpad and intuitive voice-
activated MBUX telematics for game-changing 
connectivity and comms. Under the bonnet, next-
generation MB petrol and diesel engine options proffer 
greater output and increased fuel efficiency. Off-road 
4MATIC AWD makes for superlative all-terrain, all-
weather, performance through DYNAMIC BODY 
CONTROL suspension with finely-adjustable wheel by 
wheel dampers and dynamic Sport and sport+ modes. 
And safety is sector-challenging with pre-emptive Active 
Steer Assist, Active Distance Assist DISTRONIC and 
collision-avoicdance emergency braking function.

The work-hard, play-hard GLC F/L
The best made better

 Naledi Motors  Tlokweng Rd. Gaborone 3856217 A1 Highway Francistown 2413602/3645 
Standard with Premium Drive Maintenance  Plan  Finance by WesBank

P40,000 cashback with 
contactless commerce

The Botswana International 
University of Science and 
Technology (BIUST) in 

conjunction with the Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF) have designed 
Drone Sprayer to be used to disinfect 
the air of open public spaces in the 
time of COVID-19 Pandemic.  At this 
time of lockdown, critical open spaces 
in Botswana are where there will be 
unavoidable human activities such 
as hospitals, grocery stores, gasoline 
stations and quarantine facilities. The 
drone sprayer will help clean the air 
from the unseen corona virus in these 
areas.

The air disinfection by drone is 
intended to work in collaboration with 
manual disinfection by humans that 
targets ground surfaces. The drone will 
target airborne corona virus that is hard 
to kill from the ground.

The drone carries 1.5 liters of 
0.5% sodium hypochlorite that can 
disinfection an air volume of around 
3,000 cubic meters, that is, a land area 
of 600 meters squared at the height of 5 
meters, or a land area of 300 sq meters 
at a height of 10 meters. The total time 
needed to uniformly disinfect the air 
volume of 3,000 cubic meters is around 
30 minutes. Disinfection process is 
performed by mixing tiny droplets 
of the disinfectant released from the 
drone sprayer with aerosol in the air 
that may contain the virus. Continuous 
disinfectant spray limits airborne 
pathogens.

The drone carries a maximum load 
of 1.5 kg with 750 ml of disinfectant 
at each side. Disinfectant solution 
is formulated by Environmental 
Remediation and Management 
Laboratory (ERM Lab) of 
the Department of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences.

For more information about the 
drone sprayer, please contact Prof. 
Rodrigo S. Jamisola Jr. with email 
jamisolar@biust.ac.bw and mobile 
+267-7571-6329.

BIUST, BDF 
use drones 
to disinfect 
open spaces  

O n 10th April, Chinese mainland 
reported 46 new confirmed cases, 
42 of which were imported from 

abroad. Hubei reported 0 new infection. 70 
patients were released after being cured.

Total figures:
- 81,953 confirmed cases (1,089 

remaining)
- 77,525 discharged from hospitals
- 3,339 deathsTotal figures in Hong Kong, 

Macao and Taiwan: 
Hong Kong: 989 (309 recovered, 4 deaths) 
Macao: 45 (10 recovered) 
Taiwan: 382 (91 recovered, 6 deaths)

2. Xi stresses tighter supervision of 
workplace safety as businesses resume: 
Chinese President Xi Jinping on Friday 
gave important instructions on work safety 
supervision as the resumption of work and 
production is underway amid coronavirus 
outbreak. Xi urged companies to keep in 
mind their responsibilities and to enhance 
safe production, noting that people’s safety 
and health are a top priority.

3. Phase II trial for COVID-19 vaccine 
recruits volunteers: A clinical trial program 
for a vaccine against COVID-19 led by 
Chinese scientists is recruiting the second 
batch of volunteers. The trial program is 
recruiting volunteers aged 18 and older 
who should hold the green health code 

issued by Central China’s Hubei province, 
which means they are healthy and have 
never been infected with the virus. Selected 
volunteers will receive a series of follow-up 
examinations within six months after 
injection.

4. China shortens nucleic acid testing 
for COVID-19 to 45 minutes: Chinese 
researchers have developed a new nucleic 
acid test kit for COVID-19, which can 
confirm cases in 45 minutes on average, 
according to the Suzhou Institute of 
Biomedical Engineering and Technology, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. In addition 
to being fast, the test kit is also small in size 
and easy to carry, making it portable for 
on-site testing in real-time.

5. China to continue working with 
international community to fight 
pandemic: So far, the Chinese government 
has provided and is providing supplies 
to 127 countries and 4 international 
organizations, including surgical masks, 
protective gears and testing kits, according 
to Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao 
Lijian. China donated 20 million U.S. 
dollars to the WHO, sent 13 medical 
teams to 11 countries and held over 70 
video conferences with experts from more 
than 150 countries and international 
organizations, Zhao said.

Important Updates on COVID-19
(11th April 2020)

T
he University of Botswana has 
designed a face shield that can be used 
as part of protective gear for medical 

personnel involved in the fight against 
COVID-19.

The initiative to design the face shield is part 
of the University of Botswana’s commitment 
towards responding to the global outbreak of the 
covid-19 pandemic. The face shield was designed 
by a team of engineers and product designers 
who were assembled to develop solutions 
towards supporting the national response 
immediately after COVID-19 was declared a 
pandemic. 

After studying emerging literature and 
experiences from other nations as well as with 
further consultation from medical staff at the 
Faculty of Medicine, the team determined 
shortage of ventilators and protective gear for 
medical personnel as areas of urgent need.

Attention was therefore shifted towards 
designing of face shields, face masks and 
ventilation hoods. The design processes started 
with prototyping of the face shield and face 
mask. Prototyping for the face shield is now 
complete and production towards meeting the 
national demand will commence. 

The material used for the face shield comprises 
mainly acrylic band, transparent film (OHP 
acetate sheet), two way tape and an elastic string. 
The idea was to ensure that the developed design 
would make use of material that was available 
locally at the least possible cost. 

The face shield is meant to compliment the 
face masks that medical personnel use especially 
when dealing directly with CORONA Virus 
affected patients.

Its most selling points are that it is cheap, 
one size fits all, very light in weight and seats 
comfortably on the face of the user. Additionally, 

it can be used several times as long as it is 
sterilised.  The team is currently working on 
designing and prototyping the ventilation 
hood which comprises the hood and controls 
to regulate pressure of the mix of oxygen and 
natural air supplied to the patient. Once this is 
completed it will also go on the production line.

The team is led by Prof Benjamin Bolaane, 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology with three Heads of Department; 
Electrical Engineering, Prof Edwin Matlotse, 
Mechanical Engineering, Prof Jerekias Gandure 
and Industrial Design and Technology, Dr Yaone 
Rapitsenyane. 

Other key members of the team are Dr. N. R. 
Batane, Prof. V. P. Kommula, Dr. M. Kgwadi, Mr 
I. Zibani, Dr. M. G. Ollyn, Mr D. Sedupane, Mr 
B. Montshiwa, Mr L. Kotwe, Mr F. B. Oagile and 
Mr J. Finae and Dr. S. Nkhwa of the Faculty of 
Medicine.   

University of Botswana designs and produces face 
shield  for COVID-19 frontline medical personnel

 *KEOAGILE RAFIFING

T
he Botswana University of Science, 
Research, Information and Technology 
(BIUST) has launched an up to the 

minute data analysis tool dedicated to capturing 
and analysing the demographic spread of the 
novel coronavirus in Botswana as it happens.

Through partnerships with South Africa’s 
iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based 
Sciences (iThemba LABS) and the School of 
Physics at the University of the Witwatersrand 
(Wits),  staff from the Departments of Physics 
and Astronomy at BIUST have developed the 
dashboard for visualizing data for the COVID-19 
pandemic in Botswana.

A dashboard is a reliable tool for experts and 
information diggers alike as it shows, using 
maps, diagrams, graphs, and pie chart, the 
unfolding Corona virus picture in Botswana 
since the date of the first case. 

Among others the dashboard gives detailed 
analysis of all cases of quarantined persons in the 
country, breaking down the numbers by towns 
and dates. The latest dashboard for instance 
shows that Gaborone is leading with cases of 
quarantined persons, 894, with Francistown at 
449, Palaye 227, Chobe 129, Boteti 127, Lobatse 
and Hoodhope 76.

The dashboard further shows that in all some 
2081 persons are on quarantine in Botswana, and 
a further 291 in home isolation, between March 
30 and April 8. According to Prof Hillhouse, the 
latest innovation emerged thanks to collaborative 
links between BIUST, iThemba LABS, and Wits 
University, through official Memorandums of 
Understanding, in the areas of nuclear science, 

BIUST launch Covid-19 Data Analysis for Botswana

particle physics, and material science.
These linkages in the areas of data analysis 

naturally form the backdrop for extending 
our collaborations with Wits University and 
iThemba LABS on visualizing and monitoring 
the progression of the Coronavirus pandemic 
(COVID-19) in Africa, which led to the 
creation of a dashboard for the Republic of 
Botswana. Link for the BIUST COVID-19 
Dashboard for Botswana.  https://datastudio.
google.com/u/0/reporting/0f498d3b-
2d44-4893-92cd-dd373f0a3f73/page/
wI9JB

Hillhouse says the data, in conjunction with 
global inputs and local parameters, are being 
used to provide predictions for the spread and 
impact of the coronavirus in the country. Data 
analysis is performed by a multidisciplinary 
team of researchers from the BIUST, South 
African Wits University, iThemba LABS of the 
National Research Foundation (NRF), and Data 
Convergence. (providing Data Science services 
specializing in analytics, machine learning and 
Cloud Services by a team trained at the European 
Laboratory, CERN), he said in a statement.

*Director, Communications & Public Affairs at 
BIUST

Face shield for COVID-19 frontline medical personnel 
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L andlords around Greater 
Gaborone have reacted with mixed 
feelings to suggestions that monthly 

rentals be suspended as a relief measure to 
the tenants against corona virus impact.

Employees of some businesses that 
have been forced to close down, among 
them salons and bars, are crossing fingers 
that government as part of covid-19 relief 
measures look into ceasing monthly rental 
dues therefore government pay relief to 
landlords.

The Patriot on Sunday caught up with 
some of the landlords who said as much as 
Covid-19 is hitting hard on the economy, 
they are also feeling its pinch too. One of 
them in Sefoke ward (Tlokweng) said she 
depends on the rental dues every month to 
survive like any individual who is working 
and expected to payout the essential bills 
end of the month.

The  73 year old who preferred a 
condition of anonymity hinted out that she 
is aware that in some countries rental dues 
are suspended but she is nervous that in the 
context of Botswana that could be possible 
due to the fact most people are unemployed 
who survive through rent.

“It is evident that the impact that are 
brought by this disease is very bad on the 
economy with more people’s financials will 
be affected as well. Even some of us who 
rent our houses we will still be affected since 
some of tenants hint that they might earn 
half salaries,” she buttressed.

Another landlord from Mogoditshane 
who is former public service servant 
said some people in their expectations 
that rental dues should be deferred are 
mistaking landlords to being unkind.

The former military office who retired 14 
years ago now turned businessman through 
leasing revealed that if government has 
concrete solutions to assist landlords like it 
is now happening in other countries, then it 
would not be a problem to defer rental dues  
in bid to relief workers.

“I listen to news and hear people’s 

Landlords urged to suspend rentals
• ‘Our unemployed children survive on rentals’ • Workers of closed businesses feel the heat • LOO urges govt to subsidise payment of rentals

comments over suspension of rental 
payments in this tough times due to 
Coronavirus but it is not an easy thing. I 
am not working and I depend on this rent 
to pay bills for me and my unemployed 
children. Economy is unstable now for us 
all,” he said. 

In an interview with Modiri Abel who 
is a combi owner revealed that he was not 
able to secure permit to work during the 

lockdown saying that this will cripple his 
financials that pay rent too.

Abel insisted that government should 
consider scrapping of rental payments 
arguing that some people who work on 
salons and bars will not be able to survive as 
some might not be paid dues.

The Real Alternative Party (RAP) on 
its proposed interventions on the fight 
against Covid-19 submitted to government 

buttressed that workers that will suffer 
especially those in the food, salon and 
laundry need to be paid subsidies as such 
businesses have been forced to shut down.

Government however, as it continue to 
share its covid-19 relief interventions has 
not touched on the issue of suspending 
rental dues even for commercial plots 
although bar owners amongst others relying 
on sale of alcohol to pay monthly rental 

payments stood out to be most affected.
Leader of Opposition (LOO) Dumelang 

Saleshando on Wednesday while debating 
proposal by president Masisi to have State 
of Emergency extended for six months 
said government failed to come up with 
interventions on how it will assist people 
who will not afford to pay rental dues.

He added that it is crucial that part of 
the Covid-19 relief fund could be diverted 

to addressing salient issues such as rental 
payments under the conditions where some 
people are affected.

In some countries such as Canada as 
Covid-19 pandemic ravages the economy 
and leaving more than a million Canadian 
citizens suddenly unemployed, provincial 
governments have rolled out emergency 
measures for both tenants and landlords in 
bid to curb evictions that spread virus.

A s COVID-19 gains a foothold 
on the continent, fears are growing 
that Africa’s fragile health-care 

systems and economies will provide 
little protection from the pandemic’s 
potential ravages. At the same time, trust 
in government institutions – one of the 
most critical resources needed to mount 
effective societal responses that depend on 
widespread public cooperation – is sorely 
lacking in many African countries. Concern 
is also growing that regimes that are either 
unscrupulous or desperate may take 
advantage of local fears and global pressures 
to place not just essential, temporary 
restrictions on public freedoms, but to roll 
back hard-won gains on a more permanent 
basis.

While citizens may be ill-equipped to 
speak or act in defense of their freedoms 
during an emerging crisis, perceptions 
that governments are abusing their powers 
and taking advantage of the situation 
could undermine public trust still further. 
Limiting the effects of the pandemic on 
Africa and saving lives requires an urgent 
global response. But the international 
community must also provide support 
in ways that strengthen, rather than 
undermine, Africans’ freedoms.

Manifest vulnerability
Data collected from more than 45,800 

respondents across 34 African countries 
during Afrobarometer Round 7 (2016/2018) 
highlights some of the specific kinds of 
vulnerability that Africans face as they 
confront the COVID-19 threat. At the most 
basic level, hundreds of millions lack access 
to clean water for frequent handwashing 
and cleaning, a critical tool to limit the 
spread of the virus. Nearly four of every 10 
Africans (38%) went without clean water 
multiple times in the past year, and more 
than one in five (22%) lack clean water 
frequently (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Frequently going without 
medical care and clean water (%) | 34 
African countries | 2016/2018

Respondents were asked: Over the past 
year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone 
in your family: Gone without enough 
clean water for home use? Gone without 
medicines or medical treatment?

Just as troubling, the same number (38%) 
say that they or someone in their family 
went without needed medical care in the 
past year, and nearly one in five (18%) did 

so frequently. Similar numbers (41%) live in 
areas with no easy access to a health clinic. 
And among the 61% of the population who 
say they had some kind of contact with a 
public health clinic in the past year, nearly 
half (45%) reported that it was difficult to 
obtain the medical services they needed. 
Even for those who succeed in accessing 
health care, weak capacity within the system 
is a widespread problem.

Many Africans are also economically 
vulnerable. As nearly all of the continent’s 
54 countries go under coronavirus 
lockdown, survival for many may be 
threatened not only by COVID-19, but 
also by an inability to put food on the table. 
Traders and hawkers, retail workers, and 
unskilled manual laborers – who account 
for nearly one-third of survey respondents 
who reported an occupation – will be 
among the most vulnerable if lockdowns 
force them out of work.

A summary table here captures some 
of these vulnerabilities. All of the 34 
surveyed countries have at least one point of 
vulnerability. Even Mauritius and Botswana, 
which score in the best-performing third 
on four indicators of health-care quality, are 
average or worse in terms of the numbers 
of people in vulnerable occupations. And 
the situation is far more dire elsewhere. 
Togo and Zimbabwe score in the middle 
or bottom category on all five indicators of 
vulnerability. And even in countries scoring 
in the top third, levels of vulnerability may 
still be very high (e.g. up to one in three 
citizens who went without water or medical 
care).

A trust deficit 
Past epidemics such as the 2014-2016 

Ebola outbreak in West Africa have 
highlighted the extent to which trust 
in government is a critical resource for 
securing the public cooperation necessary 
to overcome such crises. And initial 
evidence suggests that trust in government 
has helped countries like South Korea 
control the spread of the virus. Yet here, too, 
the signs for many African countries are 
troubling. Fewer than half (46%) of citizens 
trust their elected leaders, when we average 
trust in the president (52%), Parliament 
(43%), and local government council (43%) 
(Figure 2). One piece of potentially good 
news is that some of the countries facing the 
largest vulnerabilities in accessibility and 
quality of the health-care system, including 

COVID-19 

Africa must protect lives, livelihoods, and freedoms

Mozambique, Sierra Leone, and Zimbabwe, 
enjoy some of the higher levels of trust 
in government, a welcome resource. And 
analysts have frequently noted that trust 
in other community leaders – especially 
traditional and religious leaders (trusted by 
57% and 69%, respectively) – is typically 
more robust. Given the trust deficits they 
face, most African governments will do well 
to engage these leaders in their messaging 
about the public’s role in responding to the 
crisis.

Figure 2: Popular trust in government (%) 
| 34 African countries | 2016/2018

Respondents were asked: How much 
do you trust each of the following, or 
haven’t you heard enough about them 
to say: The president? Parliament? Your 
local government council? (Figure shows 
national averages of responses to all three 
questions.) 
Political gamesmanship

Unfortunately, governments that lack 

the capacity and moral authority to 
cooperatively engage their citizens in the 
COVID-19 response may instead resort to 
harsh coercive tactics. In recent weeks we 
have witnessed Kenyan police tear-gassing 
ferry riders before their curfew was even set 
to start, and South African police beating 
citizens with sjamboks and shooting at 
nurses in their efforts to enforce lockdown 
restrictions. 

While public cooperation with temporary 
restrictions is critical, violent enforcement 
will likely undermine trust even further. 
In contrast, governments in Botswana, 
Mauritius, and elsewhere have announced 
major investments in helping vulnerable 
citizens survive lockdowns.

Of perhaps even greater concern 
are the clear signs that some countries 
already edging toward more authoritarian 
governance may take advantage of the 
moment to impose greater restrictions 
intended to become permanent. Newly 

granted presidential powers, and new 
limits on public freedoms, may not be so 
easily be reversed. Concerns are rising as 
reports emerge of leaders using legitimate 
lockdowns, inspired by coronavirus, to 
strengthen their hold on power at a time 
when elections are inevitably delayed 
and opposition protests are necessarily 
banned. And fearing for their health 
and their lives, citizens may acquiesce. 
When Afrobarometer asked respondents 
in 2016/2018 about their willingness to 
tolerate state-imposed limits on freedom 
of movement when public security 
is threatened, majorities expressed a 
willingness to accept the trade-off. We 
don’t have data on how ordinary Africans 
perceive the threat of coronavirus, but as 
death tolls rise, the public’s willingness to 
tolerate restrictions, whether temporary 
or permanent, may well be tested. It is 
also unclear, however, whether citizens 
will continue to endure repression if 

harsh measures fail to contain health and 
economic crises.

International stand for health – and 
freedom

Many African countries will need 
international support and resources to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, to 
minimize the loss of life and to protect and 
restore livelihoods. While time is short, 
and providing assistance shouldn’t be 
bogged down in complicated conditionality 
arrangements, donors must keep concerns 
about the potential political abuses of 
the pandemic on the radar. Both fear of 
COVID-19 and temporarily legitimate 
restrictions may limit African voices that 
would demand preservation of critical 
rights and freedoms. Donors can use 
their leverage to insist that restrictions be 
time-limited and transparent, that media 
freedoms be assured, and that elections be 
protected or rescheduled in a timely way.  
[oecd-development-matters.org]

Leader of Opposition (LOO) Dumelang Saleshando Botswana Housing Corporation houses in Block 7, Gaborone [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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We are pleased to inform you that the audit for the period ended December 2018 has been substantially concluded.

The BBS Limited Board and Management reiterates its appreciation to BBS Limited Shareholders and other stakeholders for their 
understanding during the time that the audit was being undertaken.

Release date of audited December 2018 financials 

Once the audit and other processes have been concluded, the financials will be circulated to Shareholders through electronic platforms and 
the print media by the end of April 2020. 

Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) 

The 2018 AGM date will be publicised once the state of emergency decreed by His Excellency the President of the Republic of Botswana Dr. 
M.E.K. Masisi in order to combat the spread of COVID-19 has been lifted and the conduct of business across the country has returned to 
normal. 

Update on 2019 audit

The Board and Management are also pleased to inform Shareholders and stakeholders that preparations to commence the audit for the 
period ended December 2019 are underway. A further update on the 2019 audit will be issued in due course. 

Thank you. 

GO DUPIWA GA DIBUKA TSA MADI TSA NGWAGA O WETSENG KA SEDIMONTHOLE 2018 

      

Re itumelela go lo itsise gore go dupiwa ga dibuka tsa  madi tsa ngwaga o wetseng ka Sedimonthole 2018 go a wediwa.

Khuduthamaga ya BBS Limited le Botsamaisi ba boeletsa malebo a bone go Babeeletsi le bana le seabe ba bangwe go nna pelotelele ka 
nako e  goneng go dupiwa dibuka tsa madi tsa ngwaga wa 2018. 

Go anamisiwa ga maduo a ngwaga wa 2018

E tlaare go rurifadiwa ga maduo go sena go wela, a tla anamisiwa ka maranyane le mo dipampiring tsa bobegadikgang pele ga kgwedi ya 
Moranang 2020 e wela. 

Phuthego ya Babeeletsi

Letsatsi la Phuthrego ya Babeeletsi go sekaseka maduo a ngwaga wa 2018 le tla bolelwa go sena go emisiwa keletso ya metsamao e e 
boletsweng ke Motlotlegi Tautona Dr. M.E.K Masisi go kganela kanamo ya segajaja sa COVID-19, e bile seemo sa go gweba se boetse 
mannong.
 

Go dupiwa ga dibuka tsa madi a ngwaga wa 2019

Khuduthamaga ya BBS Limited le Botsamaisi jwa BBS Limited gape ba itumelela go lo begela gore go setse go ipaakanyediwa go dupiwa ga 
dibuka tsa madi tsa ngwaga o wetseng ka Sedimontlhole 2019. Ka jalo, kitsiso e nngwe ka go dupiwa ga maduo a 2019 e tla gololwa mo 
tsamaong ya nako. 

Re a leboga. 

UPDATE ON THE AUDIT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 

07 April 2020

“Working together 
       towards a common goal”

Informational Deluge has a Silver Lining
LESANG MAGANG

L ike every such dispensation, the 
21st century spans 100 years.   

     It is a seminal century in 
its own right in that it bestrides the 
revolutionary and iconic Information Age, 
alternatively referred to as the Computer 
Age, the Digital Age, the Electronic Age, the 
New Media Age, to mention only a few. 

     I will for purposes of this piece, and a 
couple or more others to follow, call it the 
Information Age. 

     It is an age characterised, 
fundamentally, by easy and virtually 
instantaneous access to information and 
any conceivable body, or snippets thereof, of 
knowledge. It is an age in which all manner 
and aspects of information is obtainable 
just by the press of a button, the click of a 
mouse, or by way of brushing a finger along 
or across a touch sensitive display screen.  

     The Information Age dawned 
sometime in the 70s, though it was not 
until the 80s through the 90s that it 
became mainstream in the ranks of the 
broader global citizenry. It is marked by 
the increased production, transmission, 
consumption of, and reliance on 
information. 

    To be part and parcel of the 
Information Age makes for very exciting 
times. This is the age of the computer in its 

various guises such as desktop, notebooks, 
and Ipads; wireless communication; the 
Internet; digital satellite TV; Skype;  Google; 
Facebook; Whatsapp; and live-streaming. 
These constitute only a few of the 
information access breakthroughs of our 
day. 

     The so-called Millennials (the 
generation that was born between  1981 and 
1986) and Post-Millennials (the generation 
that arose in 1997 and thereafter, also 
known as the Digital-ites or Generation 
Z) may take such electronic devices  as the 
mobile phone, the DVD, and the memory 
stick for granted, but scarcely do they know 
that they were  in a manner of speaking 
born in an ultra-modern age.

      I myself belong to what has been 
dubbed as Generation X – the bracket that 
came along between 1965 and 1980 – and 
trust me ours was the era of the Ancient 
of Days that is the powerline telephone; 
the practically obsolete VHS cassette reels 
and floppy disks; and the totally outmoded 
gramophone players and vinyl LP records.    

     Some  ranks of the senior citizenry – 
those who came into the world just ahead 
of the Baby Boomers (people born between 
1946 and 1964), still needs a bit of help 
on the laptop keyboard and in surfing the 
worldwide web of the Internet since these 
leaps in information storage and gathering 
advances came into vogue when they were 

well in the noon of their lives.    
Has Information Age Run Its Course?
There’s a unassailably persuasive case 

for the argument that even as I write, the 
Information Age is incrementally giving 
way to what is generally termed the 
Experience Age. 

     Such a shift is inevitable considering 
this chain of causation: the Agricultural 
Revolution paved the way for the close-
at-heel   Industrial Revolution in the 

late nineteenth century; the Industrial 
Revolution in turn ushered in the Industrial 
Age; the Industrial Age provided the 
context for the emergence of the Digital 
Revolution in the mid twentieth century; 
and the Digital Revolution made it possible 
for the Information Age to flourish 
relatively latterly. 

     The Information Age is based on 
information gathering facilitated by 
computerisation. A pundit of, and a 

bit-player in, the trends of the Information 
Age posits thus: “In the Information 
Age, the start of communication was 
information. On Facebook, you type into 
a status box, add metadata such as your 
location, and select from a hierarchy 
of emotions for how you feel. This 
information-first approach is also visible 
in Facebook’s feedback mechanisms — six 
pre-selected reactions with threaded 
commenting.”

     In the Information Age, human work, 
play, and interaction patterns are in large 
measure impacted by systems for processing 
and distributing information. A defining 
attribute of a tool of the Information Age 
such as the wildly popular Facebook, for 
instance, is accumulation. This is whereby 
one’s identity is the sum total of all that he 
or she has saved on his or her data storage 
device  – texts, photos, videos, audios, web 
pages, etc. 

    With the changing context of our 
online interactions, the status box is 
becoming less fashionable as we progress 
from collating information for its own 
sake to being active participants in its 
effectuation. Welcome to the Experience 
Age! 

Snapchat is Trendsetter in Experience Age 
If the Information Age is underscored 

by Facebook as a social media platform, 
the Experience Age is being punctuated by 
Snapchat, a multimedia messaging app that 
is already making its mark and as of the 
last count  boasts a market capitalisation of 
about $23 billion, though Facebook Live 
and Periscope are not that far behind in 
pegging a similar claim. 

     In fact, there’s as we speak an 
Experience Age domination race of sorts 
which is characterised by a layering of 
technology we can aptly call the Experience 
Stack (see accompanying illustration). As 
you ascend up the stack, the layers assume 
a much more pronounced virtual reality 
(VR). With further innovations such 
as Airtime and A New Morning, we’re 
headed for the stratosphere of experiential 
interfacing and interaction. 

     The Experience Age is certainly an age 
of certain technologies, microcomputers, 
mobile sensors, and high-speed 
connectivity, not very much unlike 
the Information Age, its overlapping 
predecessor. It engenders a convergence 
of our offline and online identities.  It’s 
more about continual self-expression than 
accumulated information – the reason 
why Facebook’s investments lately bring 
live video, 360-degree cameras and VR as 
products all into a single portfolio and why 
the likes of Google and Alibaba staked up to 
$2 billion into Magic Leap, an Augmented 
Reality (AR) start-up.

     Somebody sums up the staggering 
potential and possibilities of the Experience 
Age best in these words:

     “The Experience Stack will drive new 
products to market faster as each layer can 
grow independently, while at the same time 
benefiting from advancements in the layers 
below. 

     “An example of this phenomenon is 
high-speed 3G enabling Apple’s App Store, 
which together advanced mobile as a whole. 
The best products of the Experience Age 
will be timely new applications that leverage 
step-change advancements in bottom layers. 

     “Given that some layers are still 
nascent, tremendous opportunity is ahead.”

Information Must Be Harnessed in 
Effective Ways

If a certain fear is in order with regard 
to the Information Age, it is information 
overload. Too much of anything may 
militate against its efficacy in ways. 

     If you can easily find every nickel 
and dime on any subject, you are certain 
to support any view you are trying to 
advance or sell, or any hypothesis you wish 
to test.   Also, if every bit of information is 
within reach, it will tend to make people 
intellectually lazy, to the extent where 
thinking and judgement takes a back seat. 
It explains why reputable institutions 
of learning run submitted theses or 
dissertations through authenticational 
software, such as Turnitin, for instance,  to 

make doubly sure the work was not lifted 
word for word from quality efforts of others.   

     The Information Age came with 
multiple sources of stimulation, such as 
smartphone, tablet, and kindle, for instance. 
As we juggle these gadgets, as if we’re 
trying to perform tricks of sleight of hand, 
we compromise the capacity to focus and 
concentrate on a specific activity.     The 
tragedy of the Information Age is a deficit 
of attention, making attention the scarcest 
resource of our day. 

     Often also, we are lightning- quick to 
access information, but we struggle to make 
sense of it or apply it in the best-fit situation. 

     One savant identifies two contrasting 
risks in respect of too much information. 
“One is that we become obsessed with 
getting to the bottom of a problem, and we 
keep on digging, desperate to find the truth 
but taking forever to do so,” he writes. “The 
other risk is that we become overwhelmed 
with the amount of information out there 
and we give up: we realise we cannot 
actually master the issue at hand, and we 
end up falling back on a pre-existing belief.”

     Information is not the be-all and 
end-all. The input of the human mind in 
the final analysis is crucial. Says the same 
savant quoted above: “The most successful 
companies in the future will be smart about 
scanning for information and accessing the 
knowledge of their employees, but they will 
favour action over analysis, and they will 
harness the intuition and gut-feeling of their 
employees in combination with rational 
analysis.”

     A case in point is Jeff Bizos’ Amazon.
com, whose phenomenal success is 
attributed in the main to its capacity to 
make the big calls based on judgement and 
intuition.

Big Brother Elbows Out Privacy
In 1949, the British author and essayist, 

George Orwell – he of Animal Farm fame 
– wrote a futuristically-oriented fictional 
work he titled 1984.  In it, Orwell shone 
a light on a global despotic power   that 
used technology to survey and spy on the 
activities of mankind in a region of the 
world known as Oceania with a view to 
controlling and keeping tabs on society 
round the clock.   

     Orwell, who was suspiciously 
prescient, foresaw such a scenario 35 years 
from the time he wrote, but it was not   
until the turn of the century that the Big 
Brother dispensation broke upon us. In 
2011, for instance, the Chinese government 
came up with WeChatSpy, a proficient 
monitoring application that not only uses 
phone tracking software but also flags every 
electronic transaction one does by way of 
a debit or credit card. In other words, the 
app is capable of pinpointing your every 
whereabouts. 

    WeChatSpy is underpinned by over 
200 million CCTV cameras that watch over 
every inch of China’s territory, so that in the 
event, for example, that you test positive for 
Covid-19, your trail can easily be picked up. 
Everybody you rubbed shoulders with lately 
will be identified, contacted, and ordered 
to undergo the test too, whereupon they 
will either be quarantined or forced into 
self-isolation.    

     Other monitoring applications which 
have since sprang up include Spy Phone 
App, Snapchat Spy, Facebook Spy, Twitter 
Spy, Instagram Spy, Tinder Spy, etc. These 
are ostensibly not meant to nose around 
into people’s private affairs: they can be 
used civilly, such as for parental control 
and monitoring employees to reinforce 
productivity  or deter pilferage.  

     The days of utter secrecy or iron-clad 
anonymity are over folks. Big Brother is 
watching our every step. The only good 
thing about it all is that we can put the 
same intrusive technology to positive and 
productive use.  

     Everything in life has its nether   
aspects, a case in point being atomic energy, 
which can be used to obliterate a nation 
state (negative) or generate electric power 
(positive). 

      Ultimately, it is the use to which you 
put a piece or form of technology that really 
matters and not the technology itself per se. 
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P resident Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi 
on 1st April marked two full years 
as the head of state and aspersions 

have been cast over his proclaimed new 
dawn of reforms of ensuring creation of 
sustainable jobs, economic growth and 
other assurances he imagined for local trade 
unions. 

Having taken office two years ago from 
Ian Khama, Masisi won the 2019 elections 
extending his term in office, prior to polls 
vowed to create jobs, fight corruption and 
resuscitate the Public Service Bargaining 
Council (PSBC) and executing Pemandu 
report but to no avail, experts say.

A  University of Botswana (UB) political 
science lecturer Mokaloba Mokaloba 
observes that he started on a good note 
with aim of attract foreign investment and 
building diplomatic relations. Masisi last 
year took swipe at his predecessor Khama 
saying his official state visits which received 
lot of criticism saying he is doing what was 
not done by the former president. He told 
journalist upon return from his diamond 
strategic visit in USA that he is leading by 
example by as President to rekindle broken 
diplomat relations, something that pundits 

applauded him for.
Recently Masisi travelled to Namibia 

defying government preventative measures 
against Covid-19 to attend the inauguration 
of President Dr Hage Geingob and received 
backlash from nation but office of the 
president defended visit saying he was 
involved in Covid-19 talks at Namibia.

Mokaloba says the ruling Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP) had a good 
manifesto on paper centered in job creation 
in the lead to the 2019 general elections 
but lack of clear targets and roadmap is  
government’s own setback. 

“The president has been talking more a 
lot and nothing has materialized more so 
that he has no clear targets that we judge 
him against. Unemployment figures also 
continues to rise and there is nothing to 
speak of in terms of employment creation as 
president promised nation,” he said.

In addition, he said there has been 
weak budget proposals for state of nation 
address and the budget speech which spoke 
theoretically to knowledge economy but 
nothing in terms of the resources channeled 
to facilitation of a knowledge based 
economy hence it remains a dream. “Now is 
the Covid-19 pandemic challenge and won’t 
make it any better for Masisi since we are 
now facing an inevitable recession hence it 

would not be easier for him to fulfill other 
promises he made. There are challenges but 
he hasn’t done his part at all therefore he 
failed,” he added.

Opposition politicians also criticized 
Masisi and the ruling party for lack of 
having a clear roadmap in executing his 
mandate with some of MPs bemoaning 
lack of execution by the government. 
During debates on the 2020/21 budget 
speech in Parliament, Leader of Opposition 
Dumelang Saleshando said Masisi regime 
cannot succeed without setting targets. 
Also, some members of the ruling party 
from backbench lost their cool breaking 
ranks with their party challenging on 
government to keep to promises made to 
the electorates during the campaign trail by 
implementing some of the projects that can 
unlock sustainable jobs for youth.

Trade unions
Dr Masisi also charmed public sector 

trade unions when he publicly told them on 
Labour Day that he will resuscitate Public 
Service Bargaining Council (PSBC) as way 
of recognizing unions. 

He promised when he took over as 
president he promised to revive the PSBC 
and even put a timeline to it, that it would 
be up and running by the end of September 
2018 but nothing yet.

Unionist and Secretary General of 
BLLAHWU, Ketlhalefile Motshegwa said 
still remain the challenges and trade unions 
despite Masisi promising reforms and 
government support too. He said there is no 
bargaining structures are still nonexistent 
in both public and private service meaning 
that there is no effective collective 
bargaining divergent to the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 
98 on Protection of Right to organize and 
collective bargaining. “If government 
were interested and committed they could 
have long submitted it but was just a talk. 
Another empty promised by Masisi is the 
failure to implement the recommendations 
of the PEMANDU report recommended an 
increase of 20 percent for public servants 
on grade A and B; 10 percent for grade C 
and D; and 15 percent for grade E and F,” 
Motshegwa lamented.

He said the parties during the 
PEMANDU salary report talks last year 
have reached a deadlock, with the Employer 
insisting that they are not amendable to 
proposal inspired by PEMANDU.

Also, he grieved that government has 
not yet applied the findings of Committee 
of Application of Standards in 2018 which 
found our Labour laws are not aligned to 
international standards.

Masisi’s nightmare
• ‘Two years in the office but still uninspiring’  • Trade unions big casualties of empty promises

• He has more to offer than Covid-19 fight  -Analyst

ELLEN BARRY
The New York Times 

I
t was an old-fashioned Southern 
funeral. There was a repast table 
crammed with casseroles, Brunswick 

stew, fried chicken and Key lime cake. 
Andrew Jerome Mitchell, a retired janitor, 
was one of 10 siblings. They told stories, 
debated for the umpteenth time how he got 
the nickname Doorface.

People wiped tears away, and embraced, 
and blew their noses, and belted out hymns. 
They laughed, remembering. It was a big 
gathering, with upward of 200 mourners 
overflowing the memorial chapel, so people 
had to stand outside.

Dorothy Johnson has gone over the scene 
in her mind over the last month, asking 
herself who it was who brought the virus to 
her brother’s funeral.

“We don’t know who the person was,” she 
said. “It would help me to know.”

During the weeks that followed, illnesses 
linked to the coronavirus have torn through 
her hometown, Albany, Georgia, with about 
two dozen relatives falling ill, including six 
of her siblings. Johnson herself was released 
from an isolation ward to the news that her 
daughter, Tonya, was in grave condition, her 
heart rate dropping.

Like the Biogen conference in Boston 
and a 40th birthday party in Westport, 
Connecticut, the funeral of Andrew Jerome 
Mitchell on Feb. 29 will be recorded as what 
epidemiologists call a “super-spreading 
event,” in which a small number of people 
propagate a huge number of infections.

This rural county in southwest Georgia, 
40 miles from the nearest interstate, now 
has one of the most intense clusters of the 
coronavirus in the country.

With a population of only 90,000, 
Dougherty County has registered 24 deaths, 
far more than any other county in the state, 
with six more possible coronavirus deaths 
under investigation, according to Michael L. 
Fowler, the local coroner. Ninety percent of 
the people who died were African American, 
he said.

The region’s hospitals are overloaded with 
sick and dying patients, having registered 
nearly 600 positive cases. Last week, Gov. 
Brian Kemp dispatched the National Guard 
to help stage additional intensive care beds 
and relieve exhausted doctors and nurses.

Johnson said that she assumed one of 
the guests had brought the virus to her 
brother’s funeral, where “you hug and you 
kiss and you embrace.” But she had no more 
information than that.

“Really, there is no face to what is going on 
in Albany,” she said.

Whether the initial carrier — the 
whodunit of infectious disease — matters at 
all depends on who you ask. But the timing 
does matter. For 10 days the virus spread, 
invisibly, and no one knew it was there. By 
the time stringent social distancing was 
introduced, on March 22, it was everywhere.

“We’re not blaming that one visitor, but 
potentially a community is one person 
away from something like this exploding,” 

He’s not even breathing. But they’re angry 
because the rumor mill is saying that he was 
the spreader of the virus.”

A scramble for care
By last week, the question of how the virus 

had entered the county had been eclipsed 
by the number of people sick and dying. 
Mitchell’s companion, Murray, has been 
hospitalized and discharged twice, the last 
time on March 24, against her daughter’s 
protests. “I begged them not to let her come 
home, but they did it anyway,” Bell said. 
“They brought her into this house like a sack 
of potatoes, on a stretcher.”

Bell, 49, said she did not have the strength 
to turn her mother over in bed, and had 
called repeatedly to ask for help.

“I’m begging for help,” she said. “I’m here 
with two kids, and I don’t know if I have 
been exposed to it.”

She feels, she said, “as if they sent my 
mother home to die.”

Phoebe Putney is diverting patients to 
other Georgia hospitals at a rate it has never 
before approached, transferring 40 in a 
recent 72-hour period, Steiner said. But he 
denied that any gravely ill patients have been 
sent home. “Anybody we’ve discharged has 
been discharged appropriately, clinically,” he 
said.

Simmons said that many families are 
struggling to care for the sick at home, and 
that for some, a sense of panic has begun to 
set in. “Part of the control in life is thinking, 
if you needed help, you’ve got somewhere to 
go,” he said. “When that is taken off the table, 
all sense of control is gone, and hope starts 
fading.”

He read aloud text messages he received 
over the weekend. “Please continue to pray,” 
one said. “My mother, my grandmother and 
my grandfather have been admitted to the 
ER with coronavirus symptoms.”

Then, later, “My mother has died.”
For Johnson, only one person mattered 

last week.
Her daughter, Tonya M. Thomas, was 

all she thought of while she was in the 
hospital. The illness had hit them almost 
simultaneously, but unaccountably, her 
51-year-old daughter was the worst hit, with 
double pneumonia.

“I was trying to feel better so I could come 
up here and take care of my daughter,” said 
Johnson, a retired oncology nurse. “I felt like 
if I hadn’t been in the hospital I could have 
advocated for her.”

She arrived in time, at 5:45 on Friday 
afternoon, to be with Thomas as she died. 
She called her “a beautiful spirit,” her family’s 
center.

She unplugged her daughter’s ventilators 
and removed the IV tubes from her body.

Thomas’ husband, son and sister Abrigale 
were in the room.

“It just hurts so bad, I just don’t 
understand it,” Johnson said. “We came 
together at a funeral of someone we love, and 
everyone came up and got sick.”

Her daughter’s funeral will be at the 
graveside, with no more than 10 people 
present, in accordance with social distancing 
regulation.

This article originally appeared in The New 
York Times.

Super spreading events 

Days after a funeral in a Georgia Town, coronavirus ‘hit like a bomb’

Beware of funerals! 

said Scott Steiner, chief executive of Phoebe 
Putney Health System, which has taken the 
brunt of the surge.

“If you get early delivery of it, it shows you 
what can happen,” he said. “Had that person 
come in, had a barbecue, visited family and 
went home, that would have been a different 
story.”

A big Southern funeral
Mitchell died suddenly. Emell Murray, 

Mitchell’s companion of 20 years, found 
him in the living room of their home on the 
morning of Feb. 24, said her daughter, Alice 
Bell. There was no autopsy, but it appeared to 
be natural causes, she said, possibly a heart 
attack.

“He had been up all night,” said Johnson, 
his sister. “When she woke up to get the baby 
ready for school, she found him face down 
on the floor.”

Dougherty County, dominated by cotton 
plantations in the 19th century, routinely 
ranks near the bottom of Georgia’s 159 
counties in terms of most health outcomes, 
with high rates of diabetes and lung disease, 
and its first coronavirus cases did not stand 
out to doctors as something unusual.

The night of the funeral, a 67-year-old 
man who had come to Albany to attend 
was admitted to Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital, complaining of shortness of breath, 
Steiner said.

The man had chronic lung disease, and no 
history of travel that would suggest exposure 
to the coronavirus, and he was not put in 
isolation, Steiner said. Staff members figured 
that he had just run out of oxygen.

The man spent the next week in the 
hospital, attended by at least 50 employees, 
then was transferred on March 7 back to 
the Atlanta area, where he was tested for 

the coronavirus. Not until March 10 did the 
Albany hospital learn he had tested positive, 
Steiner said. He died on March 12, the state’s 
first coronavirus death.

By then, the infection was quietly 
spreading through town. Mitchell’s 
longtime companion, Murray, 75, found 
herself wracked with chills and fever, Bell, 
her daughter, said. She was told she had a 
urinary tract infection and admitted to an 
ordinary ward, where she was visited by 
three of her sisters, Bell said. All three have 
since become sick with the coronavirus, she 
said. One of them has died.

‘It hit like a bomb’
On March 10, word reached Albany 

that the Phoebe Putney patient had tested 
positive for the virus. A few days of relative 
quiet followed, and then, in the words of 
Fowler, the coroner, “it hit like a bomb.”

“Some of them might have went to the 
funeral,” Fowler said. “Some may have been 
family members of people at the funeral. 
Every day after that, someone was dying.”

The six-month stockpile of protective 
equipment that the hospital had prepared 
was gone, Steiner said, in seven days.

At first the doctors and nurses just tried 
to take in what they were seeing: A series 
of people — including young people in 
relatively good health — showing up with a 
cough and fever.

Then, alarmingly, their need for oxygen 
would sharply increase, and they would 
go into full-blown respiratory failure, their 
lungs filling with fluid, said Enrique Lopez, 
41, a surgical intensivist, who specializes in 
treating the critically ill.

“All the units were full, all of them, and 
there would be days when we would be 
intubating five people in a row, back to back, 

room after room after room,” he said. “It 
was one of the times in my career I truly felt 
overwhelmed.”

The cases arrived in great waves, 
overwhelming each new effort to add beds.

The 14 medical intensive care unit beds 
were filled within two days of the first wave 
of coronavirus patients; they converted 12 
cardiac ICU beds, but those, too, were filled 
two days later; 12 beds in the surgical ICU 
were filled three days after that, Steiner said.

For a few days, the hospital was so short 
of staff members that employees who 
had tested positive but did not yet have 
symptoms were asked to work.

“If I had 1,000 nurses sitting at home, and 
could send the ones testing positive out, I 
would, but we don’t have that, and nobody 
has that,” Steiner said. “You get to the point 
where you say, ‘If I don’t have the staff, I can’t 
care for the patients.’ ”

State directives changed last week, 
mandating a weeklong quarantine for health 
care workers who test positive.

Lopez, the surgeon, avoided contact with 
his family for two weeks, for fear of infecting 
them.

“I’m sleeping in the garage in one of our 
closets,” he said. “I park the truck, strip down 
in the garage, wash myself off, my wife puts 
out a plate of food for me, I eat the food, and 
then I go back to the garage.”

Detective work
The funerals in Albany — of Mitchell, and 

then of a man named Johnny Carter, held 
at the funeral home a week later — quickly 
emerged as a source of infection.

Of the first 23 patients to test positive at 
Phoebe Putney, all had attended at least one 
of the two funerals, Steiner said. That was 
easy to figure out.

“This wasn’t like a team of scientists in 
a bunch of suits,” said Chris J. Cohilas, 
chairman of the Dougherty County Board 
of Commissioners. “We’re a big small town 
where everybody knows everybody. We 
know who is in our hospital, and we know 
who went to what funeral.”

Word went out “so quickly and so 
aggressively” that those who attended either 
of the funerals should get tested, Cohilas 
said. But not quickly enough to prevent an 
infected person from serving as a juror in a 
high-profile murder trial that ended March 
12. That set off a new set of infections in the 
sheriff ’s office and the courthouse, he said.

The warnings drove a wedge between 
people in Albany, said the Rev. Daniel 
Simmons, senior pastor of Albany’s Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, who, like others interviewed, 
said he questioned whether the funerals were 
in fact the sole source of the infections.

“It created fear: Who will be at the 
gathering that I’m going to on Sunday, that 
funeral, or that wedding? Do I go? Do I not 
go?” said Simmons, whose church was not 
connected to either funeral. “People began to 
say, were you at the funeral? That became a 
question.”

The city’s churches, he said, began to feel 
unfairly singled out.

“That is the focus: the church, the church,” 
he said. “It has done damage because there is 
stigma. There is almost this wall of hostility 
that has been raised between certain parts of 
the community and the church.”

Johnson, whose family hosted the Feb. 
29 funeral, said the speculation had been 
painful.

“I have family members angry because 
people are saying that my brother was 
the culprit,” she said. “He’s a dead person. 

Masisi [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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PUBLIC NOTICE

REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA

iv) Environmental Impact Statement Placement 

Copies of the EIA can be reviewed at the following locations: 
- Department of Environmental Affairs (Francistown) 
- Shashe- Mooke, Mandunyane, Borolong, Chadibe, Mathangwane (Kgotla)
- Roads Department (Francistown)

Written comments or objections from those likely to be affected by the project and other interested persons should be submitted directly 
to the Department of Environmental Affairs, Francistown Office by 20th April 2020.

 
v)  Correspondences  
All correspondences should be addressed to The District Environmental Coordinator (DEC), Department of Environmental Affairs, 
Private Bag FO20 Francistown. And Tel: 2417363, Fax 2417108 or hand delivered to Francistown DEA Office, at Ntshe House first Floor, 
Office No.2 112/2.110/2.109 

Further enquiries regarding public review of this document may be lodged with DEA officers listed below.
Mr P. Sandawana at TEL: 2417363

KITSISO MO SECHABENG

iv)  Kanamiso ya Lenaneo la Pabalelo Tikologo
Mokwalo o o feletseng wa ditshekatsheko tsa tikologo o ka bonwa mo mafelong a a latelang: 
- Lephata la Tikologo kwa Francistown (Department of Environmental Affairs (Francistown) 
- Kgotla ya  Shashe- Mooke, Mandunyane, Borolong, Chadibe, Mathangwane. (K
- Lephata la ditsela kwa Francistown.

Mokwalo wa dikakgelo go tswa mo go ba ba ka amiwang kgotsa ba ba nang le kgatlhego ka tiro e, o ka romelwa ko go ba Lephata la Tikologo 
(Department of Environmental Affairs), Francistown office) pele ga di 20/04/2020

 
v)  Dikakgelo  
Mekwalo yotlhe e ka fetisediwa kwa atereseng e e fa tlase;
The District Environmental Coordinator (DEC Private Bag FO F020, Francistown.  Tel: 2417363 Fax 2417108 or kgotsa e ka isiwa ka letsogo 

kwa Ofising ya Lephata la Tikologo kwa Francistown Ntshe House first Floor, Office No.2 112/2.110/2.109 

Dipotso le dikakgelo  mabapi le kitsiso e di ka isiwa kwa go ba maina a a latelang fa tlase
Mr P. Sandawana kwa Tel: 2417363

Department of Environmental Affairs Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation & Tourism

Notice issued in terms of Section 10 of the Environmental Assessment Act, No. 10 of 2011

NOTIFICATION FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR MANDUNYANE- 
SHASHE MOOKE- MATHANGWANE ROAD BYPASS 

The public notice present major findings of the Environmental Management Plan for the design and construction of Mandunyane- 
Shashe Mooke- Mathangwane Road Bypass. HERBCO Technical Services have been awarded a contract by Ministry of Transport and 
Communication through Roads Department. 

 The necessity for construction of the bypass road is to contain traffic coming from the western side of the country which mostly will 
be Trucks going to Kazungula Border Post. The Completion of the Kazungula Bridge will spur trade as such motivate truckers to use 
border post and since most trucks will be coming from the North West, the bypass will help reduce congestion in the city of Francistown.

(i) Nature and Magnitude of the Activity 
The bypass road start point is approximately 5km from Shashe Mooke. From the start point the road continues in a western direction 

to Borolong village, where it will cross the Francistown- Orapa Road, at approximately 2 kilometers from the village. It will then 
traverse still on the western side of Chadibe it reaches Mathangwane where it ends. 

ii)  Location of the Activity
The project road will be bypassing Shashe Mooke, Borolong, Chadibe and ends at Mathangwane in the Central District

iii)  Anticipated Environmental impacts of the Activity and proposed mitigation measures to respond to the negative 
environmental impact

The environmental impacts and mitigation measures identified by the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) study are presented in 
detail in the Environmental Impact Assessment study and summarised in the table below. A detailed EMP to help manage and monitor 
potential impacts is included in the EMP report.

Project Phase Environmental Impact Mitigation measure/Enhancement
Design Potential wildlife  and domestic 

animals accidents from survey 
excavations

·	 Cover excavations on an ongoing basis.
·	 Backfill and rehabilitate as soon as investigations are complete
·	 No holes should be left open overnight

Damage of existing services ·	 Provide service providers such as Water Utilities Corporation and 
Department of Water and Sanitation with estimated water needs 
for the project area and advise them on the need to upgrade to 
accommodate increased needs for portable water.

·	 A detailed survey of the existing services along the proposed road 
bypass should be undertaken to identify which properties or services 
will be affected as well as to avoid disturbance to local reticulations

·	 Liaise with Botswana Power Corporation on the power needs for the 
camp sites and site offices.

·	 The camp sites should have each own “clinic” to avoid the need to 
overwhelm local health facilities. 

Construction phase Waste generations and management ·	 Portable toilets must be provided on site for construction workers.
·	 Wastewater must be collected in a conservancy tank and removed 

from site by licensed waste collectors for proper disposal.
·	 Avoid waste through application of efficient construction methods 

that avoids surplus and spoils.
·	 Reduce waste through purchasing of specified materials only.

Surface water and underground 
water pollution

·	 Pit latrines and septic tanks should not be allowed at camp sites 
or offices instead conservatory tanks should be used because the 
camp and site office will be established where there is no connection 
to the main sewer line

·	 Fuel/oil tanks kept on site should be duly protected in a bund wall 
equal to 110% of the tank volume and the surrounding area paved to 
avoid pollution of both surface and underground water. 

Spread of Contagious diseases ·	 At least one first aid kit stocked to the specifications as prescribed in 
the Factories Act Regulations should be available on site all the time

·	 Contractor to provide induction to the crew on health issues 
particularly HIV/AIDS prior to mobilization to site

Land alteration ·	 Appropriate licenses and permits such as mining license should be 
logged with relevant authorities to avoid delay

·	 To ensure rehabilitation, the client should tie rehabilitation to the 
construction liability cost such that these funds can only be released 
once proper rehabilitation has been undertaken and approved by the 
Department of Mines

Employment Creation ·	  Recruit as many local people as possible especially in the semi- 
skilled and unskilled category

Potential risk of road and construction 
accidents  

·	 Construction vehicle drivers should be on the lookout for local traffic, 
pedestrians and animals. 

·	 Construction drivers should constantly be educated on the 
importance of abiding by the Road Traffic Act.

·	 All construction vehicles should be fitted with flashing/warning lights 
and those hauling construction materials should be covered at all 
time.

·	 The contractor should have a road safety officer full time on site 
during construction

Potential damage to property ·	 Assessment of affected properties should be undertaken by the 
monitoring environmentalist, Tonota Sub Land Board, property 
owners before commencement of construction. 

·	 Valuation of affected properties should be done and compensation 
paid fully to affected people prior to construction works. 

Operation Phase Road accidents/ vehicle animal 
collisions

·	 Speed calming measures must be put in place to promote safe use 
of road. 

·	 Fully equipped rest areas (sitting places and waste bins) should 
be provided along the road to encourage drivers to stop over and 
reduce road accidents from fatigue 

·	 Since road passes through a wildlife rich area, the rest areas should 
not be placed along areas with evidence of active wildlife activity or 
crossing.

·	 There should be warning signs along the road indicating the 
presence of wildlife.

Travel time saving  ·	 The road should be maintained whenever the need arises to achieve 
travel time savings

Kitsiso e ntshiwa mapadi le Karolo ya Lesome (Section 10) ya molao wa Tshekatsheko 
Seemo sa Tikologo No. 10 wa Ngwaga wa 2011

TALETSO YA KANOKO KA SETSHABA MABAPI LE TSHEKATSHEKO TIKOLOGO MABAPI LE GO DIRWA GA 
TSELA E FETANG KO THOKO YA MANDUNYANE- SHASHE MOOKE-MATHANGWANE

Kitsiso e e soboka Ditlamorago tsa dipatlisiso tse di bonweng fa go dirwa tshekatsheko ya tikologo mabapi le go dirwa ga tsela e e fetang ko ntle 
ya Mandunyane- Shashe Mooke- Borolong- Chadibe, Mathangwane. HERBCO technical Services Pty Ltd e tlhapilwe ba Lephata la Dipalamo le 
Ditlhaeletsanyo mo lekalaneng la Ditsela. 

Go dirwa ga tsela e, ke ka lebaka la gore tsela e kgone go amogela, pharakano ya dikoloi tse di tswang ko Bophirima ja lefatshe tse bontsi jwa 
tsone e leng diteraka tse di tswang ko molelwaneng wa Kazungula. Go fetswa ga tiro ya go agwa ga  borogo jwa Kazungula go solofelwa fa go 
ta oketsa theko le thekiso ya  dithoto ka jalo  go solofelwa fa go tsile go kgothatsa badirisi ba diteraka go dirisa molelwane oo..Ka go solofelwa 
fa diteraka ka bontsi di tla bo di tswa ko Bokone  Bophirima di tsena mo bokone le legare, tsela e e dikologang e tla fokotsa mosuke wa dikoloi 
tse di tsenang mo Francistown.

i) Boleng le Selekanyo sa Tiro
Tsela e e ya go simolola dikhilometara tse tlhano go tswa mo Shashe Mooke. Go tswa fa e sisimola Dteng tla tswelela e tsamaa ka fa bophirima 
go dikologa motse wa Borolong, ko e tla kgabaganyang teng tsela ya Francistown- Orapa teng, ka dikhilometara tse pedi go tswa mo motseng 
wa Borolong. E ta tswelela e dikologa e ntse e le ka fa Bophirima e feta motse wa Chadibe go fitlhela e goroga ko Mathangwane  ko e felelang 
teng.

ii) Lefelo la Tiro
Tsela e, e simologang kwa Shashe Mooke, e bo e dikologa, Borolong, Chadibe, e bo e ya go felela ko Mathangwane.

iii)  Ditlamorago tse di ka tlhagogang ka nako ya tiro le tse di akantsweng go ka dirwa go fokotsa manokonoko a kamego ya tikologo 
Ditlamorago tse di ka tlhagogang ka nako ya tiro le tse di akantsweng go ka dirwa go fokotsa manokonoko a kamego ya tikologo tse di 
lemogilweng ka nako ya fa go dirwa ditshekatsheko tsa kamego ya tikologo di akareditswe mo tafoleng e e fa tlase. Tshupo ya ditlamorago tse, 
e e tseneletseng e mo lenaneong la pabalelo tikologo ka botlalo. 

Legato la tiro Tse di amang tikologo Dintlha tse di fokotsang manokonoko mo tikologong

Ka nako ya go dirwa 
ga mealo

Kgonagalo ya dikotsi tse 
di amang diphologolo tsa 
naga le tsa mo gae go dirwa 
ke mafuti a a epilweng go 
dira ditshekatsheko. 

·	 Mafuti a tshwanetse go katelwa ka nako tsotlhe 
·	 Katela mafuti otlhe morago ga dipatisiso
·	 Mafuti a tshwanetse go katelwa go ise go nne bosigo

Tshenyo ya ditlamelo tse di 
ntseng di le teng. 

·	 Ba lephata la metsi ba Koporase ya metsi le Lephata la Water and Sanitation ba 
tshwanetse go neelwa, kabelelo ya selekanyo sa metsi a   tiro e tla a tlhokang go 
tswa mo lefelong la tiro. Le go ba gakolola go ipaakanyetsa go kgona go emelana 
le koketsego ya metsi a dirisiwang mo lefelong leo.

·	 Ba Botswana Power Corporation ba tshwanetse go itsesiwe mabapi le letlhoko 
la tiriso ya motlakase ko kampeng ya babereki le ko offising ya ga ra konteraka.  

·	 Go tshwanetse ga dirwa kokelwana mo kampeng ya babereki go fokotsa mosuke 
mo dikokelwaneng tse di mo motseng.

Tshenyo  ya ditlamelo tse 
diteng

·	 Ditshekatsheko tse di tseneletseng tsa ditlamelo tse di fa tlase ga tsela di 
tshwanetse go dirwa go re go bonwe gore ke dife tse di tla amegang le go leka 
go di fapoga. 

·	 Mealo e tshwanetse go rotloetsa go dirisiwa gape ga sekonotere se se ntseng se 
ntshiwa go baakanya tsela.

·	 Fa go sa kgonagaleng gore ditlamelo di ka fapogiwa, beng ba ditlamelo ba 
tshwanetse go itsisiwa go re go buisanwe ka phimolo dikeledi le go fudusiwa ga 
ditlamelo tsa bone. 

 Ka nako ya kago Kgotlelesego ya tikologo ka 
matlakala

·	 Mantlwana a boitiketso a tshwanetse go nna teng
·	 Lefelo la go latlha ga matlakala le go a tsaa, le tshwanetse go dirwa mo kampeng, 

fa go motlhofo go goroga teng
·	 Ditanka tsa metsi a leswe le matlo a boiteketso a mafuti, ga di a tshwanelwa 

go dirisiwa mo kampeng, go ka dirisiwa matlwana a dirisang metsi go kgopha 
leswe, mme go na le thulaganyo ya gore leswe leo le tsewe gore le tshololwe ko 
go babalesegileng

·	 Metsi a a leswe a tshwanetse go gopelwa mo ditankeng tsa kgopo ya metsi a a 
leswe a bo a ntshiwa mo lefelong la mmereko ke ba ba filweng tetlelesego ya go 
dira jalo a bo a tshololelwa ko mafelong a a lebanye.

·	 Fema go dira matlakala ka go dirisa metlhale ya kago e e sa rotloetseng go sala 
ga dilo tsa kago tse di ka se tlholeng di ka dirisiwa.

·	 Fokotsa matlakala ka go reka fela didirisiwa tse di kailweng. 

Kgotlelesego ya metsi a ko 
godimo le ko tlase ga lefat-
she

·	 Ditanka tsa leokwane le ole tse di mo lefelong la tiro di tshwanetse go bewa fa 
go sireletsegilen, mo lekotswaneng le le kganelang go nwela ga leokwane mo 
lefatsheng.  Go tshwanetse ga dirwa le boalo go dikologa lefelo la fa ditankeng 
go itsa go kgotlelesego ya lefatshe le metsi a kwa tlase ga lefatshe.

·	 Mantlwana a boitiketso a mafuti ga a tswanela go letlelelwa mo kampeng ya ba 
babereki ba konteraka. 

Kanamiso ya malwetsi a 
tshelanwang

·	  Lefelo la tiro le tshwanetse ga nna  lebokoso le le lengwe la thuso ya potlako, le 
le setseng morago ditsetlana tsa molao wa madirelo

·	 Konteraka e tshwanetse go ruta babereki ba e le gone ba firwang ka tsa botsogo 
go remeletswe thata mo go tsa mogare wa HIV/AIDS.

Go senyega ga lefatshe ·	 Go netefatsa gore lefatshe le busetswa ko seemong se se siameng, go tshwane-
tse ga pataganngwa go baakanya ga lefelo la tiro le dituelo, gore go se ka ga 
nna le dituelo dipe tse di dirwang fa lefelo la tiro le sa busetswa ko seemong se 
se siameng

·	 Diteseletso  tsa go epa di tshwanetse go neelwa ba maphata a tshwanetseng ka 
nako go itsa tiego.

Koketsego ya menyetla ya 
go tlhama mebereko
 

·	 Beng gae ba tshwanetse go firwa ka dipalo tse dintsi, bogolo jang mo ditirong 
tse sa tlhokeng botsipa bope,

Kgonagalo ya dikotsi tsa 
tsela le tsa babereki 

·	 Bakgweetsi ba dikatakata ba tshwanetse go nna kelotlhoko mo badirising ba 
tsela, batsamaya ka dinao le diphologolo.

·	 Bakgweetsi ba dikatakata ba tshwanetse go tsibosiwa ka botlhokwa ja go 
obamela melawana ya ditsela.

·	 Dikoloi tsotlhe tsa konteraka di tshwanetse go tsenngwa dipone tsa tsiboso, 
mmu o o olelwang o tswanetse go khurumediwa fa o setse o isiwa ko lefelong a 
mmereko ka dikoloi.

·	 Konteraka e tshwanetse go fira mmereki wa itshireletso ya dikotsi tsa tsela.

Kgonagalo ya go senyeng 
ga dikago

·	 Ditshekatsheko tsa dikago tse di ka amegang di tshwanetse tsa dirwa ke moit-
saanape wa tsa tikologo, lephata la ditsha la Tonota, lephata la ditsha  le beng ba 
dikago pele ga tiro e ka simololwa

·	 Ditlhotlhomiso tsa metse kana dikago tse di amegang di tshwanetse tsa dirwa 
batho ba ba amegang a phimolwa dikeledi ka fa go tshwanetseng pele ga tiro e 
ka simololwa. 

Ka nako ya tiriso Go oketsega ga dikotsi tsa 
tsela  tse di amanang le 
diphologolo

·	 Melawana e e rotloetsang lebelo la dikoloi le le kotlase e tshwanetse ya diriwa go 
rotloetsa tiriso ya tsela e e sireletsegileng. 

·	 Mafelo a boitapoloso fa thoko ga ditsela a tshwanetse a dirwa go fokotsa dikotsi 
tsa tsela tse di okiwang ke letsapa

Go somarela nako ·	 Tsela e tshwanetse ya nna ya baakangwa fa go tlhokega go somarela nako ya 
badirisi ba tsela 
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ADAM PHETLHE 
ON SUNDAY! 

B
ecause politicians are 
such a spoilt breed that 
do not want to be held 

accountable for their actions, they 
always rush to tell their compatriots 
to desist from engaging in politics. 
Yet they invariably take decisions 
with far reaching consequences that 
affect the livelihoods of the very 
same compatriots which in most 
cases, are bad decisions. Yet again, 
they are the very people who bother 
the would-be voters at elections 
periods with so many promises 
which in the end, are mostly not 
fulfilled. As soon as a politician 
engages me to vote for him/her, 
they cannot legitimately expect me 
thereafter not to ask them hard 
political questions. The global 
economies of many countries are 
in tatters not because they are poor 
from lack of high value resources 
like minerals or natural resources 
but because they are not managed 
in the best interests of their 
compatriots. Put differently, such 
resources are badly mismanaged 
to accrue very little dividend to the 
ordinary man in the street while 
accruing maximally to the benefit 
of politicians and those in their 
inner circles. All these because 
compatriots have left politics to the 
politicians with resultantly, huge 
cost to the former. And this is why 
Charles de Gaulle said ‘I have come 
to the conclusion that politics is 

Politics is too important to be left to the politicians
too serious a matter to be left to 
politicians.’ 

I have said it before and I repeat 
it in this conversation to say, the 
value of my vote and yours begins 
and ends on the day we cast them. 
Thereafter, we are at the absolute 
mercy of the politicians who 
would have won the election. And 
such politicians know it very well 
that realistically speaking, voters 
can only remove them after five 
years. As it stands and in the case 
of Botswana, less than hundred 
people in the form of Members 
of Parliament and the Executive 
decide the fate of over two million 
people. In terms of the Constitution 
particularly with respect to the 
Electoral Act, this is how we should 
be governed following a general 
election. It is how the elected MPs 
and appointed members of the 
Executive conduct and manage us 
once in their positions. Government 
has continued to make it a top 
secret that Batswana do not know 
the commercial/mining agreement 
with the De Beers company.  What 
is in this agreement that is kept 
away?  And this is where I argue very 
strongly presumably in the company 
of the like-minded that politics is too 
important to be left to the politicians. 
Ordinarily, there shouldn’t be any 
reason to be overly concerned about 
leaving politics to the politicians 
because of the principle of separation 
of powers wherein the three arms 
of government being the legislature, 
the executive and the judiciary 
are expected to exercise oversight 
functions over each other. The 
indisputable fact though always 
heavily denied is that the executive 
‘bullies’ the other two arms of 

government. I still recall vividly the 
unfortunate words uttered by the 
President of the Republic of Kenya 
Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta as soon as 
the Supreme Court of that country 
invalidated the presidential election 
in 2017 when he said the judges were 
‘crooks’ and that he would deal with 
them.         

Writing under the same heading 
as in this conversation in 2013, 
Charles Sam says ‘Politics is not a 
job. Politics is community service. 
Politics is a passion to improve the 
quality of life of a people, ultimately 
raising their living standards. 
Anyone who wants to make money 
out of a career in politics is in the 
wrong profession. The success of 
a politician is dependent on the 
poor guy on the street, his or her 
ability to lift that person to a better 
self-sustaining situation. Politics 
and politicians must adhere to the 
highest moral and ethical standards 
and value to give the call to fight 
nation wrecking corruption the 
legitimacy and seriousness it 
requires. If the trust of the citizenry 
is undermined, the citizenry will 
question the validity and motive of 
any goals the leadership states….’ I 
will for purposes of this conversation 
accept the foregoing as the definition 
of politics. That said, politics is no 
longer a passion to improve the 
quality of me and you but a gateway 
to all manner of malfeasance. Facts 
and figures attest to this assertion.  

So why has politics been left to 
the politicians and by extension 
politicians determining our 
destinies largely to our detriment? 
The answer is simple and therefore 
unambiguous. Members of political 
parties form steel walls around 

On the home front, the well-
known political stand-off between 
former President Ian Khama 
and the incumbent President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi is wreaking 
havoc in the country for it doesn’t 
have any beneficial value to the 
wider population. I for one benefits 
nothing from their stand-off and 
so should be other compatriots. 
But I would indirectly be affected 
by such stand-off if it negatively 
hampers service delivery of 
whatever nature, interventions 
with respect to addressing job 
creation, unemployment and 
so forth. Some members of the 
opposition Botswana National Front 
are complaining that their leader 
Advocate Duma Boko is running the 
party as if it were a personal fiefdom 
in which the executive committee of 
such party is said to be dysfunctional 
to the overall detriment of the 
party. By extension to these issues, 
it suggests that the politics of their 
leaders is the sole preserve of such 

leaders. In a way, those who shield 
their leaders have adopted the see no 
evil, hear no evil and speak no evil 
narrative. 

With the above in mind, I 
strongly argue that politics is 
too important to be left to the 
politicians. And there are many 
reasons I cannot exhaust in this 
conversation. It is an open secret 
that politicians use political office to 
nakedly steal public funds meant to 
alleviate the plight of the very same 
people they unashamedly pretend 
to take care of. In public fora, these 
politicians pretend unashamedly to 
be as innocent to any wrongdoing 
as a new-born baby is. It is also 
an open secret that the runaway 
and institutionalised corruption 
is formulated, perpetuated and 
implemented by holders of political 
office at various levels with the help 
of their accomplices. Mosibidu 
Mangena who is a politician in 
South Africa said on Wednesday on 
Newzroom Afrika television channel 

that politicians have perfected the 
‘art of stealing.’ Rodger Chongwe, 
a Zambian constitutional lawyer is 
quoted by a Zambian newspaper 
on 18 March 2020 to have said that 
‘government is run by thieves and 
people should not bury their heads 
in the sand about this fact.’ Would 
anybody who follows African 
politics refute these two views? I 
hope not.

I will readily concede that 
politicians will always have it their 
way because of their supporters 
who, like I have said above, erect 
a steel wall around them such 
that they are insulated from being 
taken head on. They will throw 
unpalatable adjectives at you 
for calling out their unethical 
and corrupt leaders who abuse 
their political offices for self-
aggrandisement and other related 
but undesirable conduct. Like 
the other sayings go, ‘War is too 
important to be left to the generals’ 
and ‘The economy is too important 
to be left to the economists.’ 
Whatever the impediments, 
politics is too important to be left 
to the politicians. The World Index 
Happiness 2019 says Batswana are 
an unhappy nation because out 
of 156 countries, Botswana is at 
position 148. 

This suggests we are unhappy 
because politicians, to a large 
measure, are not serving our basic 
and fundamental interests. The only 
thing we are left with under these 
circumstances is to be grumpy like 
a teenager who has been denied 
pocket money.  I am prepared to 
be persuaded otherwise as always. 
Judge for Yourself!

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

 *DUMELANG 
SALESHANDO 

M r. Speaker it is my 
pleasure on behalf of 
the official opposition 

to make a statement to this house 
on a matter of global concern, 
COVID-19 or the Corona Virus.  
The world is in a state of siege 
on account of the Corona Virus.  
The virus has placed countries 
on lock down, ushering a period 
of anxiety, uncertainty, and 
helplessness for many nations 
and families.  Our prayers and 
thoughts are with the many 
families who have lost their loved 
ones to the virus.  As at yesterday, 
over 8,000 people had lost their 
lives to the virus.

Though Botswana does not have 
a confirmed case of infection, we 
are directly affected by the impact 
of the virus on the global economy 
that is grinding towards a halt. 
The threat of possible COVID-19 
cases in Botswana looms high.  

After all, our neighbours (with the 
exception of Zimbabwe) are all 
dealing with confirmed cases of the 
virus, rendering us surrounded and 
vulnerable to invasion by Corona.  

The virus has had a devastating 
impact on some of the worlds best 
health care systems.  It is in our 
interest as a country to be on high 
alert to minimise possibilities of 
the virus infecting our populace.  
Should the virus find its way into 
our boarders, it should find a 
nation Ready and United to deny 
it any opportunity of spreading, as 
it has done with other countries, 
leaving a trail of dead bodies and 
anguish.

As the opposition, we commit 
ourselves to play our patriotic 
role in making sure that Batswana 
are Ready and United to defeat 
COVID-19.  To this end, we 
call on all Batswana to strictly 
comply with all the interventions 
that have been proposed by 
government to prevent possible 
infection.  Admittedly, some 

We stand Ready and United to defeat COVID-19

of the interventions amount to 
a disruption of our long-held 
traditions as a nation.  We however 
need to comply for our own 
survival as a nation.  The looming 
crisis does not allow for debate 
on the efficacy of the proposed 
interventions. Should the virus be 
detected in Botswana, necessitating 
the response to shift from 
prevention to containment, this 
will of necessity be accompanied 
by more interventions that may 
limit our constitutional freedoms.  
Let us allow those entrusted with 
the responsibility of directing the 
national response the space to 
execute their mandate as advised 
by the health experts.

We wish to pay tribute to those 
of our brothers and sisters, whose 
call of duty has unexpectantly 
placed them in the frontline of the 
war against the virus.  We are all 
alive to the shortage of resources 
that they require to fully execute 
their mandate.  The men and 
women at all points of entry and 
health facilities are our source of 
pride and hope that the enemy can 
be kept at bay and will not taste 
victory within our boarders.

We call on the Government to 
ensure that its communication to 
the public is clear and unequivocal 
at all times.  Press releases and 
announcements should not leave 
room for doubt on what the 

*THAPELO LETSHOLO

I would like to start off by 
congratulating Honourable 
Minister Dow for leading 

her Ministry to do a sterling 
job of enabling and ensuring 
cordial international relations 
for Botswana. Over the course of 
decades, her Ministry has done 
an exceptional job in our political 
and diplomatic relations.

Mr. Chairman, in the current 
environment devoid of significant 
international conflict, the main 
objective of our political relations 
agenda is to keep the connections 
and relations warm. This accords 
us the opportunity to focus on 
economic relations so that the 
Ministry can contribute more 
to the overall national agenda of 
enabling business and creating 
much-needed jobs.

I would like to applaud 
Honourable Minister Dow 
and her team on moving the 
narrative, from a diplomatic 
service perceived to only deal with 
students and people on transit, 
to one of strong political and 
economic relations.

The Minister deserves to be 
congratulated for establishing 
valuable relations with various 
nations, and Qatar in particular. 
The arrival of Qatar Airways in 
Botswana is testament that our 
relations have yielded tangible 
results. That’s the focus we need 
to support Botswana’s strategic 
sectors.

Building up on the arrival of 
Qatar Airways, and possibly more 
international airlines, I would like 
to urge Honourable Dow to please 
collaborate with the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications 
to lead, and contribute to, the 
development of a business model 
to progress Sir Seretse Khama 
International Airport into an 
affordable “parking lot” for big 
international airlines, offering 
a more affordable option to OR 
Tambo International Airport. This 
will comprise the preparation and 
supply of meals for these airlines 
as well as possible technical 

Extract more value from international relations 

services in Botswana, amongst 
others. This will create much-
needed jobs for Batswana and 
enhance the professional status of 
our service providers.

To achieve this we must 
create the best and conducive 
environment for various aviation 
service providers. This includes, 
but is not limited to the reduction 
of aircraft parking fees in order to 
compete with our neighbors for 
international airlines. We must 
also strive to level the playing field 
in the supply of aviation fuel so 
as to encourage more players and 
instill competition.

This direction is pointing 
us to a very important and 
progressive role for the Ministry 
of International Affairs and 
Cooperation, with a strong focus 
on economic relations. It is a 
role that requires the Ministry 
to occasionally act in a business 
like manner. I appreciate that this 
may require different skills sets for 
the employees and the necessary 
support should be provided.

In the context of this business-
like way of working, I request 
Honourable Dow to take us into 
her confidence and share some 
of the top of mind goals that each 
mission has been given to deliver 
on, so that we can appreciate the 
different allocations of resources 
for each mission. It would also be 
great to appreciate how these align 
with Botswana’s overall strategy.

As an example, what is our focus 
on Asia? At least we know that 
the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation (JBIC) provides 
finance to Botswana for large 

infrastructure projects. What about 
other countries, what additional 
value do we intend to extract from 
them?

Over many years, Botswana 
has sent students to study in 
numerous countries that we have 
diplomatic relations with, such as 
Australia. A significant number 
of these sponsored students are 
now permanent residents of 
that country, and provide much 
needed professional services to the 
people of Australia. In the spirit of 
mutual reciprocity, we ought to be 
persuading countries like Australia 
to be give Batswana scholarships 
and support our farming efforts 
more visibly, because our terrains 
are similar.

In conclusion Mr. Chairman, 
the Honorable Minister has 
demonstrated that Botswana has 
the ability to extract additional 
value from the countries that 
we have established diplomatic 
relations with. This has set a 
new narrative for the Ministry 
of International Affairs and 
Cooperation. It is in this spirit 
that I support the Honourable 
Minister’s budget and urge her 
to accelerate her efforts, all in the 
interest of Botswana’s economic 
development.

I thank you.
*RESPONSE TO 

THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
AND COOPERATION SPEECH 
TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
SUPPLY BY HON. THAPELO 
LETSHOLO - MP FOR KANYE 
NORTH. 

intended message is.  We cannot 
afford ambiguity or delayed 
decision making.  To this end, 
we commend the decision be the 
President to take charge of the 
coordination of all activities related 
to preventative measures and the 
rapid response to the possible 
outbreak of the pandemic in our 
country.  

We welcome the decision by 
government to order the closure 
of all learning institutions.  
Though this is a major disruption 
to the education sector, the 
inconvenience is dwarfed by the 
risk of having learners congregate 
in large numbers at schools daily.  
We hope that government will 
also consider additional measures 
to decongest all public offices 
and allowing those who are able 
to work from home to do so, 
including teachers.

Government must realise that 
behind the Corona Virus health 
scare, looms a bigger economic 
crisis that could disrupt the lives 
of many.  Some commentators 
have speculated that Corona 
will kill more businesses than 
humans.  We need to have a 
robust and comprehensive plan 
to help businesses, families 
and individuals to withstand 
the financial aftershock of the 
CORONA nightmare.  The Corona 
linked staff layoffs have started in 
Botswana and workers face a bleak 
future should government not 
hastily announce its plan to save 
jobs.  Our expectation is that at the 
earliest possible opportunity, the 
President will address the nation 
on plans to save jobs and ensure 
that Botswana remains open for 
business after Corona.

We trust that as always; 
Batswana will join hands in 
prayer for the Almighty to show 
his Greatness and Mercy for the 
human race.  May God continue to 
Bless our Nation as it stands Ready 
and United to defeat Corona.  

*Statement to Parliament 
by Leader of the Opposition 
(Dumelang Saleshando) presented 
in term of Standing Order 9.3.2

Letsholo

Saleshando

their errant leaders where there is 
palpable evidence that such leaders 
have goofed in one respect or the 
other. Members of political parties 
are too afraid or terrified to speak 
truth to power to the extent that 
their state of thinking is akin to 
being automated. Take the example 
of the former South African 
President Jacob Zuma who is facing 
a number of legal allegations in that 
country’s courts. The normal and 
expected thing is that Mr Zuma 
should appear in court like any 
other citizen where he is allowed 
legal representation to defend 
his cases. These representations 
are further complemented by the 
principles of audi alteram partem 
and natural justice. Conspiracy 
theories like charges been politically 
motivated are peddled around 
Zuma. In this respect, politicians are 
afforded undue protection by their 
supporters thereby reinforcing the 
view that politicians will always run 
away with murder.   

Members of parliament
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D ue to the outbreak of 
the deadly disease, 
corona – virus which is 

wreaking havoc on global scale; 
causing mass deaths and affecting 
economies in an enormously 
depressing and significant way, 
Real Alternative Party is impelled 
to issue a public statement. We 
hasten to state that the views 
expressed in this content should 
neither be viewed as intent to 
trivialize or demean the exerted 
efforts by BDP government in 
the fight to contain the corona 
pathogen nor be seen as a 
declaration of gratitude of the 
BDP rule. On the contrary, we 
are guided by the moral basis of a 
social wide responsibility. 

The truth is there is just no 
easy answer to this pandemic 
wave. We are facing a pandemic 
that could produce one of the 
worst mass deaths in human 
history. The attempt to block 
the rampant escalation of the 
pandemic therefore has to be seen 
as a collective shared necessity, 
not an individual choice of over 
the counter product. It is a matter 
of focusing on solutions, making 
the spending and investments 
directed toward the public health 
measures. It is a matter of saving 
lives. 

RAP applauds the BDP 
government for its decisive 
leadership in conveying the 
urgency of this problem by 
recommending minor precautions 
including; regular thorough 
cleaning of hands, keeping hands 
away from face, social distancing 
and self - isolation, closing down 

schools, and liquor businesses, 
avoiding large crowds and the 
shake of hands, mandatory 
quarantine of those showing 
indications of the virus symptoms 
and imposing draconian 
shut-down conditions on the 
population so as to prevent the 
pathogen from spreading. 

Even if expert opinion is 
divided on the efficacy of these 
interventions, it is only clever to 
follow advice given by national 
and local public health authority 
to protect ourselves and others 
from COVID-19. There is real 
need to contain the virus until 
medical scientific research makes 
the scientific - path breaking to 
produce the corona virus vaccine. 
RAP further appreciates the sort 
of encouraging and determined 
energy displayed by the men and 
women (health officers, customs 
officers, police, military force, 
retailer workers and volunteers) 
who work every day focusing on 
keeping Botswana safe from the 
corona pathogen albeit with very 
limited equipment and protective 
clothing. 

Whilst we are fully cognizant 
of the fact that this is not just a 
matter of government but rather of 
the whole community to respond, 
we feel prompted to advance 
issues about Botswana`s health 
care system’s capacity to respond 
effectively to the coronavirus crisis 
on a satisfactory scale. Failure to 
address real problems within the 
Botswana health - care system will 
be pushing the system into further 
disrepair and inflicting a wound 
on ourselves from which we may 

never recover. 
Preparation is one of the best 

ways to mitigate future shocks 
to healthcare or economic 
systems. But truth be told, the 
BDP State has under-invested 
in public health for quality care. 
The underlying reasons for 
deterioration of health service 
is lack of proper funding and 
staffing levels. There is not enough 
internal capacity in terms of; 
equipment, medication supply, 
staff levels, ambulances, beds, 
public health labs, research and 
scientific discovery. Our hospital 
beds are almost occupied to 
full capacity at any given time. 
The health - staff do not feel 
valued and respected by the BDP 
government because efforts so far 
have been woefully insufficient. 
As it is now, health care workers 
across the country are in dire need 
of medical supplies and protective 
equipment—specifically single-
use masks and ventilators, thus 
needlessly subjecting workers and 
the public to infection. 

Bottom - line is Botswana is 
way behind in terms of the range 
of health services and treatment. 
Feedback on the ground is 
we cannot test in sufficient 
numbers due to being short of 
testing kits. Failure to test in 
sufficient numbers when we are 
confronted with a pandemic like 
the coronavirus which requires 
people to be able to get tested 
quickly, is putting all of us at risk. 
The biggest issue is that when the 
health service fails in care, it leads 
to misery, permanent problems, 
and avoidable early deaths. The 

current situation clearly shows 
that our health care system will 
be definitely overwhelmed if 
government does not immediately 
intervene.

Conversely, the coronavirus 
has highlighted the deficiencies 
in capitalism. Capitalism is built 
on people’s work; it compels us 
to get out of bed, cram ourselves 
into public transport, obey 
the instructions of managers 
and the discipline of the clock. 
Suddenly, the entire mechanism 
of capitalism of employment, 
reward and exploitation has been 
disrupted by an epidemiological 
truth: to stop the pathogen from 
spreading and avoid mass death, 
we must not go to work, or use 
public transport, or go to pubs, 
gyms, or restaurants. And staying 
home requires social support 
systems including; access to 
medicines, and food deliveries. 
The entire financial system has 
come under strain. 

This is a moment for the 
BDP State to rethink its 
macroeconomic function because 
its neoliberal model makes 
this country and this economy, 
particularly ill-suited, and ill-
equipped to deal with a health 
crisis like this. What is needed is a 
knock-down, drag-out party-line 
brawl able to find advantage in 
adversity for society - a social 
order that places the needs of 
people over profit. In response to 
this crisis the BDP government 
has to do nothing less than to 
plan for the best and prepare 
for the worst trajectories. This 

challenge is going to take the 
best we`ve got – the best minds, 
the hardest work, and the most 
determination. This is more than 
just a question of experience in 
crisis management; it’s a question 
of ideology. Like it or not, we are 
going to end up with a heavily 
state-backed economy, with the 
government directing the private 
sector and ensuring everyone has 
enough to live on: the sooner BDP 
accepts that, and learns how to 
perform this role, the better. 

The social price for what we 
will have to endure must be 
two - fold: the actions to be taken 
have to be universal and they 
have to redistribute wealth and 
power downwards, not upwards.; 
paid sick - leave for all workers, 
so that no one is forced to come 
to work sick; risk allowances for 
health staff, all businesses to pay 
all workers enough to live during 
their time off; a freeze on rents 
and mortgage payments, and a 
moratorium on evictions and 
foreclosures, so that no one has 
to worry about going homeless; 
universal basic income for the 
unemployed, old age, children and 
disabled. 

The BDP state must use all 
resources at its disposal to rapidly 
expand our health system’s 
capacity such as building field 
hospitals, crisis centers and 
quarantine facilities to diagnose 
and treat patients. The increase 
of ambulances to improve the 
emergency services, are also of 
urgent acquisition. We need to 
pursue an aggressive industrial 

Corona – virus; a wake - up call to BDP macroeconomics!

O f the five languages 
of love, two are 
distinctively of and 

about touch and being together. 
The world is in the grips of 
COVID 19; a virus that broke 
out in the East,Wuhan in China 
to be exact, and has travelled 
thousands of kilometers and 
transcended borders and frontiers 
to unite the world in chaos and 
pandemonium,yanking and 
ripping away these essential 
languages of love; physical touch 
and quality time (a social need of 
sorts).

Two weeks ago,two days in a 
row,I went into an airport to first 

L(i)oving in the Corona

send my child off to school and to 
board another aircraft home the 
following day. Eight  weeks earlier 
I had been in the same airport 
twice again,for those two  things 
to send said child to boarding 
school and then board another 
aircraft the following day to head 
to farther lands for business. At 
this time,beginning of 2020; we 
had just started hearing about 
Corona Virus,and two weeks ago 
we were in frantic panic about 
sanitizers and masks, with the 
virus evidently on our shores.

The atmosphere difference in 
the airport at the two times,eight 
weeks apart was vivid. Outside 
of the masked faces and little 
hand held sanitizer bottles and 

the sanitizer contraptions at the 
doors,the mood was also sombre. 
People had begun to whisper 
where laughter and loud banter 
had been the order of the day. 
Folks were standing and talking 
instead of sitting and sharing last 
meals.

Where welcome balloons 
and flowers are a norm people 
received their loved ones with a 
smile just and a wave. This at the 
time didn’t register with me until 
about a few days later.

My principal love language 
is touch. I kiss and hold, and 
hug and hug and hug a little 
more and hold and hold just as 
much. Okay you get the idea 
now,right? Corona at this point 
had ‘abolished’ touch. I longed 
to hold and kiss and hug my 
teen daughter before the scan 
machines separated us,before the 
trays got her huge school bag and 
blazer,but it was all but a longing. 
We settled for a wave and blown 
kisses and emotion sitting in 
throats. We survived that day. 
The following day saw me at the 
airport, into a flight that was a 
third of its usual capacity. Again 
my friend and I settled for a 
wave and a wink as the departure 
lounge swallowed me from her. 
I would be at my home later that 
day,and needing pick up to have 
my offspring petrified to first pick 
me up and then settle to have me 
ride at the back of the car because 
I had not just only been through 
a high risk airport, but had earlier 
developed sneeezes and coughs, 
‘a sure sign of the Corona’. Which 
eventually after a Dr visit and 
some isolation turned out to be 
just a common flu.

I was in distress! I could not 

love in the Corona!
I had earlier travelled with 

a woman who was going to 
meet her girlfriend before she 
continued onto an assignment in 
another part of the world. She was 
not even sure her following trip, 
in three days,would materialize 
as the world was cancelling all 
gatherings from the United 
Nations halls and high plenaries 
to church meetings and discos 
and schools. We found her 
girlfriend at arrivals wearing a 
smile for all of Africa at seeing her 
partner. They had been apart two 
weeks,the longest in the last year 
since they had made a working 
plan of having synchronized 
travels and rendezvous in 
different parts of the world,even 
as their work was unrelated. It 
was working for them. She had a 
miniature plant for her lover that 
she held out in protection as her 
lover enveloped and squeezed and 
hugged her and kissed her,open 
mouth kissed her. I made a 
Corona related protest and they 
went for another open mouth kiss 
‘in contempt’ as one quipped.

Should I not love in the 
Corona? She asked

We laughed and walked to sit 
at a little table,the three of us,to 
break fast. A table that would 
prove to be too small in the 
following two weeks,anywhere, 
for even two people,as the Corona 
spread and sent paranoia and 
anxiety through the entire world, 
sending us in anxiety fits of a 
‘metre apart is safe’ as we wait  in 
panic buying and service queues, 
with lock downs coming down 
country by country to, flatten the 
Corona curve by staying home. 
An attempt by governments in 
the face of a pandemic that was 
dangerous more in travel tan it 
was in killing. Human beings are 
social beings and their denial of 
their being social and restricted 
movement scares them more 
than the killer virus does. What 
is going to pull us out of the 
dark abyss of uncertainty of this 
disease,with no vaccine in sight?

Could we love the world out of 
the Corona?

Hopes and Dreams Turn Into 
Goals When We Decide To Take 
Action And Set A Deadline!!!!!      
“CARPE DIEM- SEIZE THE 
DAY”

The Botswana 
Education and Training 
Sector Strategic Plan 

(ETSSP 2015-2020) marks a 
significant milestone in our 
collective efforts as a nation to 
bring about a more diversified 
knowledge-based economy. It is 
important that we appraise the 
various initiatives that have been 
implemented so far and of course 
assess feasibility of those that are 
still in the pipeline. In all honesty, 
that cannot be discussed in one 
single writing if we are to do 
justice to this objective. We also 
have to be mindful of the fact that 
the plan was coiled for the whole 
education sector in lieu of what 
has become popular that Basic 
Education is the sole custodian. 
Thus, these opinions might just 
fall short of the exactitude in 
some areas.

In this submission, we are 
going to focus on primary and 
pre-primary education. This is the 
level that seeks to achieve positive 
early childhood development 
outcomes and address concerns 
about individual children’s 
development early to reduce 
and minimise the impact of risk 
factors before problems become 
entrenched. Positive strides have 
been made at this level. The 
fact that this section has been 
dominated by the private sector 
and some Non-Governmental 
organisation, it is pleasing to 
note that Government has now 
taken initiative to introduce a 
pre-primary program through 
reception classes in the public 

Tablets inculcate ICT usage 
in teaching and learning

primary schools. A lot of primary 
schools’ country-wide have 
already put this initiative into 
motion. Feedback has been 
encouraging so far as socialisation, 
play and getting ready for 
schooling has been enhanced.

We also note with joy the 
provision of ‘Tablets’ as one way of 
inculcating ICT usage in teaching 
and learning. Government and 
Non-Government organisations 
are at an advanced stage in seeing 
to it that such gadgets are availed 
in many schools. We need to 
congratulate the private sector 
for taking a lead in this venture 
which is going to transform the 
mode of instructional delivery. 
Today’s children are fascinated 
by technology, hence we need to 
meet them half way if we are to 
win their hearts. The building of 
Satellite schools for lower primary 
school has improved accessibility 
to education. This noble idea 
addresses ‘Access and Equity’ as 
espoused in the ETSSP document. 
‘Early Feeding’ has improved 
‘Retention’ rate at primary level. 
Such a model was used in Finland 
which today is ranked top in 
terms of quality education system.

Not everything is all smooth 
and rosy at the foundation 
for education. Many Primary 
schools are still struggling to 
accommodate the pre-primary 
program because of shortage of 
classrooms. Community-based 

playgroups have proved a difficult 
undertaking. We are still having 
a lot of children seating at home 
because of such challenges. We 
also note with disappointment 
that the ‘Tablets’ that are meant 
to introduce learners to the world 
of technology, are rarely used. 
Some have accumulated dust to a 
point that one might mistakenly 
think that they are old and most 
probably damaged. On the issue 
of school-based assessment, it is 
important that teachers are taken 
through some kind of training 
on managing assessment and 
monitoring tools. In-service is 
lagging behind on matters such 
as Reading, Mathematics and 
Science.

We must conclude this letter 
by applauding the mushrooming 
of tertiary institutions that are 
offering early childhood care 
education training, and commend 
Government for offering financial 
support towards this program. 
Proper execution of this sector 
strategic plan will go a long way 
in leading this economy to an 
export-driven economy where our 
goods and services are to compete 
on a global stage. Finally, at a 
time when the world is battling 
the Corona Virus Disease, let us 
take precautions against infection 
of the disease as per the medical 
expertise advice. I wish you all a 
healthy life. 

 injobvu1981@gmail.com

IGNATIOUS NJOBVO’s
HEART OF THE MATTER

policy to make medical and 
protective equipment (respirators, 
masks) and medical labs for 
research and science discoveries. 
As a matter of urgency, there 
is need to establish light 
manufacturing industries in; 
pharmacology to lead the way 
in making of antibiotics, and 
vaccines through indigenous 
plants like mowana (baobab) bark; 
primary inputs foodstuffs, textiles, 
industrial oxygen, life support 
respirators, safety and protective 
utensils, sanitary and deodorant 
products. 

This approach will subsist as a 
remedy not only to; coronavirus 

scourge and mass poverty but will 
also reduce import dependency 
and develop self-sufficiency 
through the creation of an 
internal market and the beneficial 
impact upon the society and 
the economy as a whole can 
be sustainably enhanced. Our 
political standpoint is that the 
socio-economic strategies in 
addressing corona virus require 
bold and innovative approaches, 
not haphazard, desperate efforts ( 
e.g.relief fund) that will perpetuate 
the status quo. 

Gaontebale Mokgosi
Brother Chairman
Real Alternative Party

Mokgosi

Dr Mengwe  ETSSP coordinator
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D ue to the outbreak of 
the deadly disease, 
corona – virus which is 

wreaking havoc on global scale; 
causing mass deaths and affecting 
economies in an enormously 
depressing and significant way, 
Real Alternative Party is impelled 
to issue a public statement. We 
hasten to state that the views 
expressed in this content should 
neither be viewed as intent to 
trivialize or demean the exerted 
efforts by BDP government in 
the fight to contain the corona 
pathogen nor be seen as a 
declaration of gratitude of the 
BDP rule. On the contrary, we 
are guided by the moral basis of a 
social wide responsibility. 

The truth is there is just no 
easy answer to this pandemic 
wave. We are facing a pandemic 
that could produce one of the 
worst mass deaths in human 
history. The attempt to block 
the rampant escalation of the 
pandemic therefore has to be seen 
as a collective shared necessity, 
not an individual choice of over 
the counter product. It is a matter 
of focusing on solutions, making 
the spending and investments 
directed toward the public health 
measures. It is a matter of saving 
lives. 

RAP applauds the BDP 
government for its decisive 
leadership in conveying the 
urgency of this problem by 
recommending minor precautions 
including; regular thorough 
cleaning of hands, keeping hands 
away from face, social distancing 
and self - isolation, closing down 

schools, and liquor businesses, 
avoiding large crowds and the 
shake of hands, mandatory 
quarantine of those showing 
indications of the virus symptoms 
and imposing draconian 
shut-down conditions on the 
population so as to prevent the 
pathogen from spreading. 

Even if expert opinion is 
divided on the efficacy of these 
interventions, it is only clever to 
follow advice given by national 
and local public health authority 
to protect ourselves and others 
from COVID-19. There is real 
need to contain the virus until 
medical scientific research makes 
the scientific - path breaking to 
produce the corona virus vaccine. 
RAP further appreciates the sort 
of encouraging and determined 
energy displayed by the men and 
women (health officers, customs 
officers, police, military force, 
retailer workers and volunteers) 
who work every day focusing on 
keeping Botswana safe from the 
corona pathogen albeit with very 
limited equipment and protective 
clothing. 

Whilst we are fully cognizant 
of the fact that this is not just a 
matter of government but rather of 
the whole community to respond, 
we feel prompted to advance 
issues about Botswana`s health 
care system’s capacity to respond 
effectively to the coronavirus crisis 
on a satisfactory scale. Failure to 
address real problems within the 
Botswana health - care system will 
be pushing the system into further 
disrepair and inflicting a wound 
on ourselves from which we may 

never recover. 
Preparation is one of the best 

ways to mitigate future shocks 
to healthcare or economic 
systems. But truth be told, the 
BDP State has under-invested 
in public health for quality care. 
The underlying reasons for 
deterioration of health service 
is lack of proper funding and 
staffing levels. There is not enough 
internal capacity in terms of; 
equipment, medication supply, 
staff levels, ambulances, beds, 
public health labs, research and 
scientific discovery. Our hospital 
beds are almost occupied to 
full capacity at any given time. 
The health - staff do not feel 
valued and respected by the BDP 
government because efforts so far 
have been woefully insufficient. 
As it is now, health care workers 
across the country are in dire need 
of medical supplies and protective 
equipment—specifically single-
use masks and ventilators, thus 
needlessly subjecting workers and 
the public to infection. 

Bottom - line is Botswana is 
way behind in terms of the range 
of health services and treatment. 
Feedback on the ground is 
we cannot test in sufficient 
numbers due to being short of 
testing kits. Failure to test in 
sufficient numbers when we are 
confronted with a pandemic like 
the coronavirus which requires 
people to be able to get tested 
quickly, is putting all of us at risk. 
The biggest issue is that when the 
health service fails in care, it leads 
to misery, permanent problems, 
and avoidable early deaths. The 

current situation clearly shows 
that our health care system will 
be definitely overwhelmed if 
government does not immediately 
intervene.

Conversely, the coronavirus 
has highlighted the deficiencies 
in capitalism. Capitalism is built 
on people’s work; it compels us 
to get out of bed, cram ourselves 
into public transport, obey 
the instructions of managers 
and the discipline of the clock. 
Suddenly, the entire mechanism 
of capitalism of employment, 
reward and exploitation has been 
disrupted by an epidemiological 
truth: to stop the pathogen from 
spreading and avoid mass death, 
we must not go to work, or use 
public transport, or go to pubs, 
gyms, or restaurants. And staying 
home requires social support 
systems including; access to 
medicines, and food deliveries. 
The entire financial system has 
come under strain. 

This is a moment for the 
BDP State to rethink its 
macroeconomic function because 
its neoliberal model makes 
this country and this economy, 
particularly ill-suited, and ill-
equipped to deal with a health 
crisis like this. What is needed is a 
knock-down, drag-out party-line 
brawl able to find advantage in 
adversity for society - a social 
order that places the needs of 
people over profit. In response to 
this crisis the BDP government 
has to do nothing less than to 
plan for the best and prepare 
for the worst trajectories. This 

challenge is going to take the 
best we`ve got – the best minds, 
the hardest work, and the most 
determination. This is more than 
just a question of experience in 
crisis management; it’s a question 
of ideology. Like it or not, we are 
going to end up with a heavily 
state-backed economy, with the 
government directing the private 
sector and ensuring everyone has 
enough to live on: the sooner BDP 
accepts that, and learns how to 
perform this role, the better. 

The social price for what we 
will have to endure must be 
two - fold: the actions to be taken 
have to be universal and they 
have to redistribute wealth and 
power downwards, not upwards.; 
paid sick - leave for all workers, 
so that no one is forced to come 
to work sick; risk allowances for 
health staff, all businesses to pay 
all workers enough to live during 
their time off; a freeze on rents 
and mortgage payments, and a 
moratorium on evictions and 
foreclosures, so that no one has 
to worry about going homeless; 
universal basic income for the 
unemployed, old age, children and 
disabled. 

The BDP state must use all 
resources at its disposal to rapidly 
expand our health system’s 
capacity such as building field 
hospitals, crisis centers and 
quarantine facilities to diagnose 
and treat patients. The increase 
of ambulances to improve the 
emergency services, are also of 
urgent acquisition. We need to 
pursue an aggressive industrial 

Corona – virus; a wake - up call to BDP macroeconomics!

O f the five languages 
of love, two are 
distinctively of and 

about touch and being together. 
The world is in the grips of 
COVID 19; a virus that broke 
out in the East,Wuhan in China 
to be exact, and has travelled 
thousands of kilometers and 
transcended borders and frontiers 
to unite the world in chaos and 
pandemonium,yanking and 
ripping away these essential 
languages of love; physical touch 
and quality time (a social need of 
sorts).

Two weeks ago,two days in a 
row,I went into an airport to first 

L(i)oving in the Corona

send my child off to school and to 
board another aircraft home the 
following day. Eight  weeks earlier 
I had been in the same airport 
twice again,for those two  things 
to send said child to boarding 
school and then board another 
aircraft the following day to head 
to farther lands for business. At 
this time,beginning of 2020; we 
had just started hearing about 
Corona Virus,and two weeks ago 
we were in frantic panic about 
sanitizers and masks, with the 
virus evidently on our shores.

The atmosphere difference in 
the airport at the two times,eight 
weeks apart was vivid. Outside 
of the masked faces and little 
hand held sanitizer bottles and 

the sanitizer contraptions at the 
doors,the mood was also sombre. 
People had begun to whisper 
where laughter and loud banter 
had been the order of the day. 
Folks were standing and talking 
instead of sitting and sharing last 
meals.

Where welcome balloons 
and flowers are a norm people 
received their loved ones with a 
smile just and a wave. This at the 
time didn’t register with me until 
about a few days later.

My principal love language 
is touch. I kiss and hold, and 
hug and hug and hug a little 
more and hold and hold just as 
much. Okay you get the idea 
now,right? Corona at this point 
had ‘abolished’ touch. I longed 
to hold and kiss and hug my 
teen daughter before the scan 
machines separated us,before the 
trays got her huge school bag and 
blazer,but it was all but a longing. 
We settled for a wave and blown 
kisses and emotion sitting in 
throats. We survived that day. 
The following day saw me at the 
airport, into a flight that was a 
third of its usual capacity. Again 
my friend and I settled for a 
wave and a wink as the departure 
lounge swallowed me from her. 
I would be at my home later that 
day,and needing pick up to have 
my offspring petrified to first pick 
me up and then settle to have me 
ride at the back of the car because 
I had not just only been through 
a high risk airport, but had earlier 
developed sneeezes and coughs, 
‘a sure sign of the Corona’. Which 
eventually after a Dr visit and 
some isolation turned out to be 
just a common flu.

I was in distress! I could not 

love in the Corona!
I had earlier travelled with 

a woman who was going to 
meet her girlfriend before she 
continued onto an assignment in 
another part of the world. She was 
not even sure her following trip, 
in three days,would materialize 
as the world was cancelling all 
gatherings from the United 
Nations halls and high plenaries 
to church meetings and discos 
and schools. We found her 
girlfriend at arrivals wearing a 
smile for all of Africa at seeing her 
partner. They had been apart two 
weeks,the longest in the last year 
since they had made a working 
plan of having synchronized 
travels and rendezvous in 
different parts of the world,even 
as their work was unrelated. It 
was working for them. She had a 
miniature plant for her lover that 
she held out in protection as her 
lover enveloped and squeezed and 
hugged her and kissed her,open 
mouth kissed her. I made a 
Corona related protest and they 
went for another open mouth kiss 
‘in contempt’ as one quipped.

Should I not love in the 
Corona? She asked

We laughed and walked to sit 
at a little table,the three of us,to 
break fast. A table that would 
prove to be too small in the 
following two weeks,anywhere, 
for even two people,as the Corona 
spread and sent paranoia and 
anxiety through the entire world, 
sending us in anxiety fits of a 
‘metre apart is safe’ as we wait  in 
panic buying and service queues, 
with lock downs coming down 
country by country to, flatten the 
Corona curve by staying home. 
An attempt by governments in 
the face of a pandemic that was 
dangerous more in travel tan it 
was in killing. Human beings are 
social beings and their denial of 
their being social and restricted 
movement scares them more 
than the killer virus does. What 
is going to pull us out of the 
dark abyss of uncertainty of this 
disease,with no vaccine in sight?

Could we love the world out of 
the Corona?

Hopes and Dreams Turn Into 
Goals When We Decide To Take 
Action And Set A Deadline!!!!!      
“CARPE DIEM- SEIZE THE 
DAY”

The Botswana 
Education and Training 
Sector Strategic Plan 

(ETSSP 2015-2020) marks a 
significant milestone in our 
collective efforts as a nation to 
bring about a more diversified 
knowledge-based economy. It is 
important that we appraise the 
various initiatives that have been 
implemented so far and of course 
assess feasibility of those that are 
still in the pipeline. In all honesty, 
that cannot be discussed in one 
single writing if we are to do 
justice to this objective. We also 
have to be mindful of the fact that 
the plan was coiled for the whole 
education sector in lieu of what 
has become popular that Basic 
Education is the sole custodian. 
Thus, these opinions might just 
fall short of the exactitude in 
some areas.

In this submission, we are 
going to focus on primary and 
pre-primary education. This is the 
level that seeks to achieve positive 
early childhood development 
outcomes and address concerns 
about individual children’s 
development early to reduce 
and minimise the impact of risk 
factors before problems become 
entrenched. Positive strides have 
been made at this level. The 
fact that this section has been 
dominated by the private sector 
and some Non-Governmental 
organisation, it is pleasing to 
note that Government has now 
taken initiative to introduce a 
pre-primary program through 
reception classes in the public 

Tablets inculcate ICT usage 
in teaching and learning

primary schools. A lot of primary 
schools’ country-wide have 
already put this initiative into 
motion. Feedback has been 
encouraging so far as socialisation, 
play and getting ready for 
schooling has been enhanced.

We also note with joy the 
provision of ‘Tablets’ as one way of 
inculcating ICT usage in teaching 
and learning. Government and 
Non-Government organisations 
are at an advanced stage in seeing 
to it that such gadgets are availed 
in many schools. We need to 
congratulate the private sector 
for taking a lead in this venture 
which is going to transform the 
mode of instructional delivery. 
Today’s children are fascinated 
by technology, hence we need to 
meet them half way if we are to 
win their hearts. The building of 
Satellite schools for lower primary 
school has improved accessibility 
to education. This noble idea 
addresses ‘Access and Equity’ as 
espoused in the ETSSP document. 
‘Early Feeding’ has improved 
‘Retention’ rate at primary level. 
Such a model was used in Finland 
which today is ranked top in 
terms of quality education system.

Not everything is all smooth 
and rosy at the foundation 
for education. Many Primary 
schools are still struggling to 
accommodate the pre-primary 
program because of shortage of 
classrooms. Community-based 

playgroups have proved a difficult 
undertaking. We are still having 
a lot of children seating at home 
because of such challenges. We 
also note with disappointment 
that the ‘Tablets’ that are meant 
to introduce learners to the world 
of technology, are rarely used. 
Some have accumulated dust to a 
point that one might mistakenly 
think that they are old and most 
probably damaged. On the issue 
of school-based assessment, it is 
important that teachers are taken 
through some kind of training 
on managing assessment and 
monitoring tools. In-service is 
lagging behind on matters such 
as Reading, Mathematics and 
Science.

We must conclude this letter 
by applauding the mushrooming 
of tertiary institutions that are 
offering early childhood care 
education training, and commend 
Government for offering financial 
support towards this program. 
Proper execution of this sector 
strategic plan will go a long way 
in leading this economy to an 
export-driven economy where our 
goods and services are to compete 
on a global stage. Finally, at a 
time when the world is battling 
the Corona Virus Disease, let us 
take precautions against infection 
of the disease as per the medical 
expertise advice. I wish you all a 
healthy life. 

 injobvu1981@gmail.com

IGNATIOUS NJOBVO’s
HEART OF THE MATTER

policy to make medical and 
protective equipment (respirators, 
masks) and medical labs for 
research and science discoveries. 
As a matter of urgency, there 
is need to establish light 
manufacturing industries in; 
pharmacology to lead the way 
in making of antibiotics, and 
vaccines through indigenous 
plants like mowana (baobab) bark; 
primary inputs foodstuffs, textiles, 
industrial oxygen, life support 
respirators, safety and protective 
utensils, sanitary and deodorant 
products. 

This approach will subsist as a 
remedy not only to; coronavirus 

scourge and mass poverty but will 
also reduce import dependency 
and develop self-sufficiency 
through the creation of an 
internal market and the beneficial 
impact upon the society and 
the economy as a whole can 
be sustainably enhanced. Our 
political standpoint is that the 
socio-economic strategies in 
addressing corona virus require 
bold and innovative approaches, 
not haphazard, desperate efforts ( 
e.g.relief fund) that will perpetuate 
the status quo. 

Gaontebale Mokgosi
Brother Chairman
Real Alternative Party

Mokgosi

Dr Mengwe  ETSSP coordinator

T
he last people I would expect 
to treat Coronavirus pandemic 
with such contempt are 

health professionals. But I saw health 
professionals at the highest level do 
just that at the extraordinary sitting of 
parliament/general assembly at Boipuso 
Hall. This after the very same health 
professionals had announced to the 
nation and the world that a nurse that 
had attended to the politicians and other 
people at the Boipuso gathering in one 
respect or the other had tested positive to 
the Coronavirus. 

In the midst of all these, the health 
professionals took a sorry and pathetic 
posture of a death row inmate awaiting 
the doors to the execution chamber to 
open. Yet, I am told they hold immense 
power to take immediate action as 
soon as they aware than imminent 
Coronavirus danger lurks. And the 
imminent danger actually lurked as a 
result of the confirmation of the positive 
status of the unfortunate nurse by none 
other but themselves. 

I am going to blow my own trumpet 
because I don’t expect anyone to do 
so for me by saying that a few weeks 
ago precisely on 7 March 2020, I wrote 
an article in this column titled ‘Do 
academics fit and excel unhindered in a 
political environment’ wherein I argued 
amongst others that academics who 
work in highly political environment 
appear in most cases to be at the mercy 
of the politicians by throwing away their 
professional ethics where they matter the 
most. 

Not that they don’t matter in other 
instances. It may very well be the case 
in how politics and health were in this 
instance, on a collision course. From 
how the health professionals grew 
cold feet by not acting promptly and 
decisively when the politicians and other 
people had reportedly crossed paths 
with a confirmed Coronavirus person, 
they dismally failed to enforce their 
professional ethics to ensure that an 
environment is not created wherein the 
possibility of the virus being contracted 
or spread further is eliminated. 

This on the understanding that 
the virus is spread or transmitted via 
warm bodies. On this understanding, 
did the health professionals perform a 
Risk Assessment for Mass Gatherings 
as provided for in WHO guidelines 
given that the meeting of Members of 
Parliament together with their ancillary 
staff could potentially render them at 
great risk of the virus? 

Did they advise the President and 
the Speaker about the grave dangers the 
gathering potentially posed? Why were 
teleconferencing options not explored? 
I am not questioning the meeting of 
parliament but the manner such meeting 
was handled once a Coronavirus scare 
was revealed. If they indeed advised, the 

When politics and health professionals 
rendered Coronavirus a nullity

This view is based on the conversation 
he had with a private radio station 
on Saturday. He was asked (and I am 
paraphrasing here) why the issue of the 
positive status of the unfortunate nurse 
was seemingly, taken very lightly. And his 
answer was that there was little chance of 
the nurse passing over the virus to those 
he/she came across with because such 
nurse did not have any physical contact 

with them. He did not provide any 
scientific or other reasoning for his view. 
This is absurd to put it mildly given that 
I am talking about someone entrusted by 
law to ensure that he doesn’t cut corners 
in ensuring the un-compromised public 
health to the nation.  

It is beyond any reasonable doubt 
I argue therefore, that politics and 
the health professionals rendered the 

Coronavirus pandemic a temporary 
nullity at Boipuso hall. On one hand, the 
President and his party were desirous 
of obtaining the six-month state of 
emergency dispensation whatever the 
potential Coronavirus consequences to 
themselves, other present individuals and 
the nation at large. 

On the other, the health professionals 
led by Dr Tshipayagae displayed a telling 

but sad posture akin to a victim of the 
famous Stockholm Syndrome. The casual 
manner in which the two parties treated 
the Coronavirus pandemic on that fateful 
Thursday could prove, God forbid, fatal 
in the bigger scheme of dealing with the 
pandemic in days to come. I am prepared 
to be persuaded otherwise as always. 
Judge for Yourself! adamphetlhe08@
gmail.com

fact that the gathering proceeded suggest 
the politicians’ word carried the day. 

In the fight against the Coronavirus 
as the case in point, the Director of 
Public Health who in currently Dr 
Malaki Tshipayagae is empowered by 
the Public Health Act amongst others to 
ensure that the ‘Act is complied with.’ The 
compliance in this case and expectedly, is 
to do with all the protocols, procedures 
and processes mandatory to prevent 
and contain the Coronavirus pandemic. 
These imperatives, by and large, have 
been communicated to the public and 
are consequently, stringently applied. 
The same had to apply without fail to the 
politicians however urgent their meeting 
was. 

But given the double, half-hearted 
speak by the Director of Public Health 
after the discovery of the nurse’s 
unfortunate positive status, it is not far-
fetched to suggest that he was through 
his demeanour on that fateful day, 
visibly constrained whether directly or 
indirectly, by the ruling BDP politicians. 
And this is why.

It was in the interests of the BDP at 
the political level to push parliament to 
grant the President the six-month State 
of Emergency (SoE) dispensation he so 
desperately sought. Nothing under the 
sun, Coronavirus dangers and threats 
included, would be allowed by the 
BDP to become a hurdle not to do so. 
The sky would have fallen I suppose! 
The President, Leader of Government 
Business together with their fellow MPs, 
rendered the Coronavirus a nullity 
until they got parliament to pass the 
motion on the SoE. They knew very 
well the dangers, implications and 
the ramifications of being exposed to 
the unfortunate nurse who had tested 
positive to Coronavirus. 

The harrowing possibility that the two 
arms of government which were under 
the same roof could potentially paralyse, 
partially or in full, the functioning of 
government owing to their susceptibility 
to contract Coronavirus, did not matter. 
The Director of Public Health should 
have by all accounts foreseen this 
possibility but chose not to owing to his 
somewhat, with respect, ineptitude and 
(mis)conduct. 

T
his second Wednesday in 
the month of April in 
2020,I stepped outside to 

watch the moon, a pastime of 
mine. This Wednesday at 7pm 
there was no movement outside 
of my home,as all the other 7pms 
past

This 7pm of the lockdown of the 
Corona craze,felt like the midnight 
I waitse for to watch the moon in 
the still of the night

Like many moons that have 
come and bowed out,

Like many loves felt and lost,
Like many things that have 

come and gone in heart break may 
the Corona now out.  I wrote;

The moon is insanely gorgeous
Its beautiful wite light glistens 

with lust dust
One could love under its light
One could write under its light 

(I am,now)
One could wander under its 

light
One could swim under its light
One could kiss upon its ïntense 

light
Embraces light but felt in its 

light
Gazes intent and as piercing as 

its light
Love intense and felt and as 

beautiful as this moonlight
Many moonlights have shone 

into the depths of your eyes to 
show me love therein.....

Many moonlights have glistened 
the taut of your embrace as 
you hugged my heart to your 
uncertain heart beat....

Many mooons have borne 
witness to love made on sand 
dunes,river banks,and car bonnets 
with not a care in the world...

Many moonlights have shone 
on tears of my longing for you....

Many moonlights have shone 
on ink bleeding love on paper to 
the lands that home you....

Many moonlights have been 
company on lone rides across 
lands straight to the heart of your 
hug...

Many moonlights have shone 
on crazy conversation and 
incredulous laughs of phone 
calls not held to the hands of the 
clock...

I watched the moon tonight,in 
all of it’s glorious gorgeousness 
and remembered all of the love I 
have ever felt,all of the strokes,all 
of the heart beats skipped,all of the 
joy of the laughs shared,all of the 
somesaults of the contents of my 
gut at your touch,all of the smiles 
that crept on me at thoughts of 
you,all of the tingle of your lips 
on mine,all of the unbelievable 
senasation of your hands as you 
cupped my breasts,all of your 
longing in your groin against 
me,all of your cold toes against 
mine,all of your fingers between 
mine,all of your squeezes,all of it 
all and I am grateful I have known 
and felt and seen and given love....

The heartaches will bow with 
the moon as they have over 
time,and a new one shall come 
with it unending possibilities 
of love again and again,see the 
moon shines and bows and shines 
again,even in storms,and in winds.

Moon and love together,not 
pertubed but true on their course!

The moon is love and love is the 
moon ,and all is beautiful....

Hopes and Dreams Turn Into 
Goals When We Decide To Take 
Action And Set A Deadline!!!!!      
“CARPE DIEM- SEIZE THE 
DAY”

The moon 
shines 
even in
the Corona 

A
s I pen down this opinion, I am 
seating at the comfort of my 
home under the ‘Work From 

Home’ (WFH) arrangement. I took turns 
moving from the dining room to the 
bedroom, and back to the dining room 
again until I finished putting to paper 
all my thoughts and worries. I am home 
simply because schools have temporarily 
closed indefinitely in order to avert 
the pandemic known as Coronavirus, 
code-named COVID-19. Just like many 
other countries around the world, 
Botswana has adopted the Extreme 
Social Distancing (Lockdown) as a viable 

COVID-19 disturbs the education program
strategy to combatting the virus. In my 
view, the natural trajectory to winning 
this war is dependent on our behaviour 
today. Our behaviour today will 
ultimately guide any model to predict 
what will be the outcome tomorrow. In 
the end, it is the ‘stay home’ remedy that 
will serve as permanent solution.

I have no authority in the area of 
medicine, but it is said that the virus 
takes a certain period of about 14 
days to show symptoms. This just 
further complicates the mathematics of 
predicting the manifestation of the virus, 
who is infected and who the infected 
person might have come in contact 
with. Hence the need for Extreme 
Social Distancing of nearly a month. 
This arrangement has some direct and 
indirect impact on our basic education in 
the following areas:

Content coverage. Ours is a 
curriculum that has prescribed objectives 
that a cohort need to have completed 
for them to be recognised as having 
undergone a certain grade. These 
objectives a scheduled such that they 
coincide with a summative assessment at 
the end of it all in most subjects. 

Hence there is always that marathon to 
cover lots of content so that all students 

are provided with equal platform to seat 
for exams. With this temporal school 
closure, it means content coverage shall 
be a challenge there after. The hope and 
prayer is that subject facilitators will 
have to sacrifice beyond their normal 
teaching time in order to cover content 
as much as possible.  Assessment. Some 
subjects do comprise of some practical 
component, which by now should have 
begun. Moderation of such projects form 
part of quality assurance for assessment 
of these projects. 

The challenge rise in that these 
projects are most likely going to be 
rescheduled now because of the temporal 
arrangement. Our hope and prayer is that 
the closure is shortened so that all things 
can normalise. The other alternative is for 
the assessment authorities to resort to a 
theory paper as substitution.

Reforms. 2020 is supposed to be 
the final preparatory year for the 
introduction of Outcome Based 
Education and Multiple Pathways at 
secondary school. Implementation is 
built for 2021. Issues relating to readiness 
of Learning Programmes, In-service 
of teachers and learner profiling are 
to be disturbed. Meeting Botswana 
Qualification Authority (BQA) standards 

will prove a challenge in a short period 
of time. However, I am confident that 
post COVID-19, these reforms are 
going to be implemented. Psychological 
preparedness. The aftermath of a long 
break shall always have some negative 
effects on the readiness of the mind 
to continue working. This is for both 
students and teachers. This is made worse 
because the specific duration of the break 
is not yet known. Both need to recover 
as quickly as they can so that proper 
learning can resume.

Having said all that, defeating the 
Coronavirus will mark the first step 
towards stabilizing the education agenda. 
The faster we deal away with this scourge, 
the earlier we will resume our normal 
schedule. One thing that is encouraging 
is that Batswana generally are abiding 
by the instructions as dictated by the 
medical professionals. Self-quarantine 
has been witnessed in most areas of the 
country. We can only hope that by end of 
April the disease curve shall be flat or at 
least started to flatten out, a sign that we 
are no longer registering new infections.   

injobvu1981@gmail.com

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
I am writing you from within the 

confines and isolation of my bedroom. 
It’s early morning as I type this, but 
not easy to tell peering outside as grey 
cloud still hangs there. This is possibly 
the second or third day of veiled skies. 
Second? Third day? Who can be sure – 
time is eroding away.

The sky is overcast but nothing of rain 
is promised; winter is being heralded, 
and this year will be bitter. These are 
mourning clouds. The world is being 
mirrored in the sky. A lot is to be 
mourned. I am sure that you, sir, possibly 
know this more than we do given the 
responsibility of carrying us through this 
moment.

You are perhaps wondering why I 
write to you? I am maybe lonely from 
self-isolation and sought to reach 
out to another human; I have never 
known Gaborone West to be so hushed. 
Or maybe I thought to myself that 
constructing this missive to you would 
help tame the maelstrom raging inside 
my head. Whatever the reason, here we 
are.

Like many of my fellow Batswana, 
I witnessed the calamitous special 
assembly of parliament as it played out 
these past few days. Let me tell you, Mr. 
President, that far from feeling assured, 
I have been left with a profound sense 
of vexation and anguish – if it is at all 
possible to feel both simultaneously. 

Alas, these are strange times that call for 
strange moods. 

The finger-pointing, the clownish 
theatrics, the hesitancies, the patriarchal 
posturing, the false arguing devoid of 
much scientific articulation, left me 
astounded. I, like many, I am sure, was 
left wondering: are these the people 
to see us through what is possibly the 
biggest threat to mankind in our time?

Mr. President, re tsile go swa, re tsile 
go nyelela.

The writer Arundhati Roy refers to 
this pandemic as a ‘portal’, a gateway of 
transformation that will leave many of 
our pre-conceived ideas of who and what 
we are deconstructed, and in the wake 
of the old pieces will be an opportunity 
to find something new that can be put 
together again. 

What I witnessed of our ‘leaders’ did 
not convince me that they will even 
know where the portal opens let alone 
sufficiently lead us through it to the other 
side. We will remain here on the other 
side of the gate.

Mr. President, how have we reached 
this point? Or have we always been this 
thing? This cumbersome beast of torpor 
and lethargy, happy to roll about in the 
muck of its own doing without a second 
thought? 

Surely, surely, we are more.
I am not a scientist, but what I 

understand of this virus is that you 
can not enter the Colosseum to face 

it with a blunted sword. Oh, what an 
ineffectual and dulled steel we have in 
our chosen representatives in Parliament. 
Not just they, but even the bureaucrats 
as well. I watched with trepidation as 
Dr. Tshipayagae was called to attest to 
the need of the possibly infected MPs 
to be quarantined. Instead of speaking 
valiantly and with assurance, he hung 
his head and smiled tremulously like a 
scolded schoolboy. He disappeared into 
the shadow right in front of our watching 
eyes. Was it much wonder that as soon 
as the session adjourned those same 
MPs saw it fit to wander to a Choppies 
to ‘buy toiletries’ for their quarantine, in 
determined and superior contravention 
of the order they were just given?

Are these the men we are to trust with 
our lives?

Mr. President, re a swa, re a nyelela.
I have never believed that leading is an 

easy charge. How could it be? It asks one 
to displace themselves in order to serve 
and the human ego is no easy thing to be 
relegated to the backseat, I would venture 
to even say it would be near impossible 
to do! Effective leadership requires a 
mettle and fortitude that wells from 
somewhere deep – somewhere the things 
of spirit reside. It asks that in the midst 
of white noise and chaos, that even then, 
there be a meditative silence that helps 
orient the compass so that when a leader 
does speak, they do so with effect and 
consideration. 

What I witnessed when our MPs 
opened their mouth was nothing but 
inane, juvenile and disappointingly 
unexamined speech. It all became 
the unfortunate rhetoric of a school 
playground.  

Nothing about our response to this 
virus has done much to allay my fears 
of our pending extinction should it 
take hold in this country. The issuance 
of permits has been a debacle, we can’t 
trust our soldiers and police officers to 
utilise their discretion at check-points, 
the extraordinary sitting of parliament 
was ultimately a political racket and 
vendetta scoring toss-up and our 
infrastructures and institutions are 
already on their knees, many due to the 
past administration. 

So, level with me if you will, Mr. 
President: what chance do we stand? 
Who will see us through this? Perhaps I 
am also writing you to let you know that 
we are thinking of you as the man at the 
helm. We are praying for your courage 
and clear sight. 

This will be the furnace that fashions 
and reinforces you and your government 
or that leaves all liquified. I pray that it is 
the former.

Take our hands and lead us through 
the portal, Mr. President.

Godspeed.
Your loving citizen,

Tlotlego Lenamile Gaogakwe

Re a swa, re a nyelela!
Letter to the President

 Director of Public Health ,Dr Malaki Tshipayagae Temperature scans at an airport 
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PUBLISHING, FORWARDING OR 
CREATING FALSE INFORMATION USING 
ONLINE PLATFORMS IS AN OFFENCE
Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority (BOCRA) advices consumers to be vigilant of and avoid taking part in publishing, forwarding or creating false 
alarming information and fake news about the novel Corona Virus. Publishing of false statements constitutes an offence under section 59 of the Penal Code 
which reads as follows: 

59 (1) Any person who publishes any false statement, rumour or report which is likely to cause fear and alarm to the public or to disturb the public 
peace is guilty of an offence. 

In addition, the Communications Regulatory Authority Act makes it an offence to send false information by means of a telecommunications system. Section 55 
states that a person who: 

(a)   sends, by means of a public telecommunications system, a message or other matter which is offensive or of an indecent, obscene or menacing  
          character; 

or

(b)   sends, by public telecommunications system, for the purpose of causing annoyance, inconvenience or anxiety to another person, a message   
          which he or she knows to be false, or persistently makes use, for that purpose, of a public telecommunications system, commits an offence. 

In line with these provisions of the law, the public is urged to exercise responsibility and reject and/or delete reckless messages disseminated within their social 
groups.  

The public is further advised  to be wary of misleading advertisements from unscrupulous people who take advantage of the uncertainty and desperation caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. These delinquent individuals scam and cheat unsuspecting consumers with online products and services that:

• Use names, logos and addresses similar to those of online platforms of known public authorities, official experts and international bodies alleging that they 
have endorsed a product or service without providing hyperlinks or references to official documents;

• Make claims of scarcity or limited quantities of a product or a service to get consumers to buy without due care;
• Collect personal data promising free data, airtime, or even money in exchange for free information updates on Corona Virus;
• Quote doctors, health professionals, experts or any other officials whose identities and credentials cannot be easily verified as having endorsed that a 

particular product is able to treat or prevent COVID-19 virus or any other illness; 
• Show prices that are unusually higher than those of similar products to justify allegations of the product’s ability to treat or stop COVID-19 infection; and
• Use language or images which directly or indirectly suggest that a product can prevent or cure COVID-19 infection.

Genuine online platforms provide channels through which inappropriate content should be reported.  Consumers are therefore advised to report such misleading 
claims to the respective online platform administrators and/or the police. 

Examples of fake online platforms include:

http://www.ucrtv.com 
(It published a false report claiming that Botswana had confirmed one case of Corona Virus, through Ministry of Health)

http://bit.ly/WHO-Recharge    
(It claims to be an online platform for the World Health Organisation and promises people 1GB data in return of Corona Virus information updates)

Consumers are advised to report misleading information and suspicious claims to the Police.  

BOCRA will work with Law Enforcement Authorities to ensure that culprits who disseminate fake news using online platforms are prosecuted 
and/or fined.

For further information contact:

Aaron Nyelesi
Director, Corporate Communications & Consumer Affairs
nyelesi@bocra.org.bw
Tel: 3685500
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A gainst the backdrop of 
the worrying public-health 
situation as Covid-19 

continues to ravage the world, 
African economies face a strong 
challenge of stabilising economy 
amid the novel Covid-19 which was 
declared a pandemic by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO).

This is drawn from the April 
Covid-19 edition by McKinsey and 
Company titled “Tackling Covid- 19 
in Africa:  An unfolding health and 
economic crisis that demands bold 
action” by Kartik Jayaram, Acha 
Leke, Amandla Ooko-Ombaka, 
and Ying Sunny Sun of McKingsey 
Africa.

The COVID-19 pandemic – 
according to the report – is primarily 
a health crisis and a human tragedy, 
but it also has far-reaching economic 
ramifications and is causing havoc in 
Africa. 

“It is already disrupting 
millions of people’s livelihoods, 
with disproportionate impact on 
poor households and small and 
informal businesses—and the pace 
of this harsh disruption is likely to 
accelerate in the weeks ahead. No 
country or community is exempt; 
in oil-exporting countries, COVID-
related challenges are compounded 

The Domestic Company 
Index (DCI) experienced 
a slight depreciation of 

0.09% in the period 1 January to 
31 March 2020 in comparison 
to a 0.43% increase registered 
in the same period in 2019. 
The Domestic Company 
Total Return Index (DCTRI) 
appreciated by 0.56%, boosted by a 
combination of price and dividend 
improvements during the quarter. 
On the foreign companies’ front, 
the Foreign Company Index (FCI) 
registered a depreciation of 0.71% 
in Quarter 1 of 2020 relative to a 
decrease of 0.26% over the same 
period in 2019.  

Analysis of Equity Trading 
Activity As at the end of Quarter 
1 of 2020, the BSE had recorded a 
turnover of P185 Mn, a decrease 
of 46.6% on the turnover recorded 
in the same period in 2019 (P346.9 
Mn).  The number of shares traded 
amounted to 81.7 Mn shares 
compared to 156.1 Mn shares in 
Quarter 1 of 2019.

The top 3 traded companies in 
terms of value in the first quarter 
of 2020 were Letshego Holdings 
Limited (P41.8 Mn), Sechaba 
Limited (P39.3 Mn), and First 
National Bank Botswana Limited 
(P32.1Mn). These accounted for 
61.2% of total equity turnover 
compared to the 64.8% accounted 
for by the top three traded 
companies in the same period in 
2019.  

The Exchange Traded Funds 
(ETFs) market was impressively 
more active compared to Quarter 
1 of 2019. The volume of ETF units 
traded was 692,024 in 2020 while 
the turnover registered was P93.2 
Mn, a 250% increase from 2019. 
Over the same period in 2019, the 
number of units traded amounted 
to 304,588 resulting in a total 
turnover of P26.6 Mn.  
INVESTOR CONTRIBUTION 
TO TURNOVER  

The contribution by local 
companies amounted to 63.3% in 
Quarter 1 2020 in comparison to 
65.1% in Quarter 1 2019. Local 
individual investor contribution 

remained the same from Quarter 1 
2019 at 7.3%.  The DCI’s US Dollar 
return over the quarter amounted 
to a negative 11% on the back 
of the Pula depreciation of 12% 
against the dollar. The JSE ALSI 
also experienced massive losses 
with a depreciation of 39.5% over 
the quarter while the SEMDEX 
lost 33.3% in US Dollar terms.  
BOND MARKET 
PERFORMANCE 

The value of bonds traded over 
the period was P162.5 Mn in 
comparison to P251.9 Mn traded 
over the same period in 2019. 
Government bonds still dominate 
fixed income turnover contributing 
P161.2 Mn while Corporate 
bonds contributed only P1.3 Mn. 
At the 28 February Government 
Bonds and Treasury Bill auction, 
the Bank of Botswana (BoB), on 
behalf of the Government offered 
additional tranches of the BW013 
(P300.0 Mn allotted, increasing its 
total nominal amount in issue to 
P1,576.00 Mn); BW014 (P400.0 
Mn allotted, increasing its total 
nominal amount in issue to 
P2,140.00 Mn); and BW015 (P95.0 
Mn allotted, increasing its total 
nominal amount in issue to P746 
Mn). During the quarter RDCP 
Limited issued two floating rate 
notes (RDCP002 P40.15 Mn and 
RDCP003 P12.0 Mn). The notes 
were listed on the 26th of March 
2020 and included in the Botswana 
Bond Index Series. On the back of 
Government bonds tap issuances 
and new issuances, the market 
capitalisation of listed bonds 
increased to P18.3 Bn compared 
to P15.4 Bn as at the same period 
in 2019.  

The BoB’s Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) met on 26th 
February 2020 and left the Bank 
rate unchanged at 4.75% in view 
of the positive outlook for price 
stability. Inflation was at 2.2% 
in both January and February 
of 2020. Over the quarter, the 
BBIS registered a return of 1.6% 
(BBI Composite) and 1.6% (BBI 
Fixed). [Source: Botswana Stock 
Exchange] 

BSE’s Market 
Performance    

Jan – March, 2020   COVID-19 chokes Africa 
• Africa ‘s GDP expected to fall 3-8% cut   • Botswana Covid-19 Relief Fund growing   • Govt, private sector partnership crucial

costs of data,’’ the researchers further 
highlighted. 

Also, March special economic 
review edition done by Econsult 
titled ‘The Economic Impact of 
COVID-19’ show that economic 
impact of COVID-19 is already wide 
or getting tougher by day.

According to the review, reduced 
economic activity will affect 
company profits, and indeed many 
companies are facing existential 
threats.

The review compiled by Econsult 
Managing Director Dr Keith 
Jefferies, Sethunya Sejoe and Kitso 
Mokhurutshe submit that there will 
be  big reduced economic activity 
that will affect Botswana too.

In Botswana, a Covid-19 Relief 
Fund has been established to mitigate 
against the impact of Coronavirus 
with government putting in P2 
billion while encouraging the private 
sector to contribute as well.

Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, Dr Thapelo Matsheka 
reiterated that the economy would 
not collapse due to the heavy 
impact posed by virus to the global 
economy.

He said the private sector plays 
a crucial role in complementing 
government’s efforts to mitigate 
against economic impact, saying 
there is economy beyond the 
coronavirus.

by the collapse of the oil price,” reads 
the report.

An initial analysis of Covid-19’s 
economic impact, which finds that 
Africa’s GDP growth in 2020 could 
be cut by 3–8 percentage points thus 
need for government and private 
sector to partner.

Covid-19 across Africa just like 

the rest of the world has disrupted 
the supply chains in the economies 
as most of the countries are under 
extreme lockdowns to control the 
situation.

The report projects that the 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) will mostly suffer as they 
create 80 percent of the continent’s 

employment, compared to 50 
percent in the European Union and 
60 percent in the United States thus 
leading to massive job losses amid 
Covid-19.

“African small businesses have 
limited ability for their staff to work 
from home,  compounded by issues 
such as power outages and high 

A bsa Bank Botswana 
Limited joins the nation 
and the Government of 

Botswana in the fight against the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
The Bank announced a donation 
of P2million to support the fight 
against the Coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak.  The donation is 
made up of a cash donation in the 
amount of P1,5 million to be paid 
into the National COVID-19 Relief 
Fund and P500, 000.00 which will 
made available to support other 
government initiatives related to 
fighting the pandemic.

 “The safety, wellbeing of our staff, 
valued customers and stakeholders 
including fellow citizens, remains 
our top priority. We acknowledge the 
critical role we play in our society. 
More than ever, we recognise that 
during this uncertain period, our 
greatest responsibility and strength 
lies in us coming together as a 
nation to combat a common enemy, 
Coronavirus. Our Government 

Absa donates P2m to COVID-19 Relief Fund
loyalty of our customers. This is why 
we have also put in place relief efforts 
starting 1 April 2020.  These include; 
Repayment holidays and loan 
restructures on our loan products for 
deeply impacted customers across 
our various Segments; Offering 
short term liquidity solutions (e.g 
overdraft) for our customers. 

Other relief measures put in place 
by Absa Bank Botswana include 
discounted tariffs for various 
transactions carried on out digital 
platforms. For Retail customers, 
these include; FREE Absa to Absa 
funds transfer on internet banking, 
cellphone banking and on the Absa 
App; FREE ATM funds transfer to 
own Absa accounts; 25% discount 
on ATM cash deposit, purchase of 
airtime, bill payments and Cash 
Back at POS (till point); We have 
also launched the AbsaBot which is 
a robot or virtual assistance that is 
available 24/7 to answer customer’s 
most commonly asked questions. To 
start using AbsaBot simply whatsApp 

“Hello” to 76 644 404. 
Business and Corporate Banking 

customers have also been catered 
for, and will get; FREE new 
installations for Absa Integrator 
and Absa Internet Banking  (AIB); 
FREE monthly membership fees for 
new Absa Integrator and Business 
Internet Banking (BIB) clients; 
25% off on all Absa Integrator and 
Business internet Banking (BIB) 
Domestic electronic transfers.  

Pheko-Moshagane added,” We 
will continue to review our relief 
measures in response to the impact 
of the pandemic on our customers. I 
urge our fellow citizens to continue 
taking the necessary precautions 
as advised by the Government of 
Botswana – stay home, only go out 
if it is absolutely necessary, practice 
extreme social distancing, and wash 
your hands regularly with clean 
water and soap. We must all play 
our part in ensuring that we remain 
safe and contain the spread of 
COVID-19.”                       

cannot fight COVID-19 alone and 
it is critical that we support the on-
going efforts to safeguard the health 
and safety of our nation. We stand 
with Batswana during this period,” 

said Keabetswe Pheko-Moshagane, 
Managing Director of Absa Bank 
Botswana Limited.  “Our 70 years 
in Botswana would not have been 
possible without the support and 
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SMEs facing closure have 
been thrown a lifeline through 
the   COVID-19 Wage 

Subsidy granted by Government 
for the months of April to June. 
Companies have been urged to send 
online applications which are due to 
close on April 15, 2020. 

Government has set up the 
subsidy to enable eligible businesses 
affected by COVID-19 to keep 
workers employed (i.e. to avoid 
retrenchments) and incomes 
flowing into households; to give 
businesses some cash-flow relief. 
Administered through the Botswana 
Unified Revenue Services (BURS), 
government says the scheme is 
easy to administer (based on 
rules, discretion minimised) and 
quick to implement.  It offers a 
Subsidy of 50% of basic salary of 
citizen employees, with minimum 
subsidy of P1000/month and 
maximum of P2500/m. This should 
be employment at least at level of 
December 2019).  “Salary payment 
to each employee, even if temporarily 
laid off, is at least at the level of the 
subsidy.  Businesses to supply copy 

SMEs scramble for wage subsidy 

of payroll register, including name, 
O-mang, TIN (if available) and basic 
monthly salary for each employee,” 
says the provisions, with the money 
paid directly to company account. 

Government has also launched 
a Loan guarantee scheme for 
businesses covering up to P25m 
per borrower who should be drawn 
from a sector identified as negatively 

affected by COVID – 19. 
The Guarantee is administered 

by BECI but to be a Government 
liability.

Banks however are expected to 
undertake full loan recovery process 
(including “in the matter between”) 
before calling in the guarantee. The 
duration of the guarantee will be 24 
months. 

Coronavirus devastates 
African safari market

A new survey has 
revealed the devastating 
impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic on the African safari 
industry.

Almost all tour operators are 
experiencing a decline of 75 
per cent or more in bookings, 
according to SafariBookings.com. 
The website conducted a survey of 
443 safari tour operators to 
ascertain the impact that the 
coronavirus is having on the sector.

The figure is a significant 
increase compared to a first 
survey that was conducted in 
the beginning of March. As one 
operator explained: “Things are 
very bad at the moment as the 
whole world is on lock-down and 
people are scared to book anything 
until the fear subsides and this 
virus is brought under control.”

More than 90 per cent of 
operators said they had lost at 
least 75 per cent of bookings they 
normally rely upon at this time of 
year.

More than two thirds of 
operators surveyed said that 
cancellations on existing bookings 
were up at least 75 per cent while 
less than one per cent said it was 
business as usual. One Kenyan 
operator noted: “We are receiving 
about 90 per cent cancellations due 
to Covid-19, and no new booking 
requests at the moment - we 
have hit rock bottom.”  The safari 
industry is worth US$12.4 billion 
annually to Africa, based on the 
2018 international tourism figures  
from the United Nations World 
Tourism Organisation.

The major safari countries 
included Botswana, Kenya, 
Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

The total international 
tourism receipts for these seven 
countries was US$15.5 billion. 
Wildlife watching tourism 
makes up 80 per cent of the 
total trip sales according to 
this UNWTO research paper. 
[breakingtravelnews.com]

BSE CEO, Thapelo Tsheole 

 Keabetswe Pheko-Moshagane

BURS acting Commissioner General, Segolo Lekau 

Minister of Finance and Economic Development, Dr Thapelo Matsheka with Bank of Botswana Governor, Moses 
Pelaelo [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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Mandate: The Botswana International University of Science and Technology (BIUST) is a research-intensive 
University and the only specialised University in Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM).

BIUST aims to stimulate research, innovation and technology transfer, society’s aspirations to improve 
health, wealth and well-being, amongst others.

The mission of BIUST is to produce world-class research and innovation in science, engineering and 
technology, contribute to industry growth and development, and advancement of a diversified knowledge-
based economy.

In response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, BIUST has joined hands with the Government of Botswana in 
mitigating the spread of COVID-19 by undertaking the following projects:

1. Production of Sanitizers: The Production and provision of sanitizers to the community of Palapye and 
surrounding villages is project undertaken in collaboration with Morupule Coal Mine (MCM).The sanitizers 
are produced according to World Health Organisation (WHO) Standards and Botswana Bureau of Standards 
Specifications on Hand Sanitizers.

2. Designing of Sanitizer Dispensers: Sanitizer’s dispensers were designed and manufactured to be used in 
public areas such as, hospitals, clinics and kgotla.

3. Production of Soap: BIUST has partnered with the Local Enterprise Authority (LEA) for provision of much 
needed production equipment to ensure sufficient production of the BIUST Bathing Soap and Liquid Soap 
for the national market. The bar soap was tested by Botswana Medical Regulatory Authority and it is safe 
for use for general bathing purpose.

4. Drone Projects: The aim of the project is to disinfect the air of open public spaces during the time of 
COVID-19 Pandemic. The air disinfection by drone is intended to work in collaboration with manual disinfection 
by humans that targets ground surfaces. In addition , the drones are to be used for delivery of medicines. 
Drone sprayer is developed by Simulation, Machine Learning and Techno-preneurship Laboratory (SMaRT 
Lab).

5. Development of Dashboard: Through a collaboration with iThemba LABS, and University of the 
Witwatersrand (WITS), a dashboard for visualizing COVID-19 pandemic in Botswana has been developed. It 
gives a detailed analysis of corona virus using maps, diagrams, graphs and pie chart.

6. Development of Botswana Covid19 E-Permit Application: This project is aimed at digitising the COVID-9 
Permit application process. The law enforcement will have the ability through the application to verify the 
permits issued by scanning a barcode which would have been sent to the applicants upon approval of their 
applications.

BIUST RESPONSE TO 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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Department of Environmental Affairs 
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources 

Conservation & Tourism
Private Bag  24, Ghanzi

Tel: 6596101, Fax: 6596711

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice issued in terms of Section 10 of the Environmental 

Assessment Act, No. 10 of 2010

NOTIFICATION FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(EIS) FOR THE PROPOSED GHANZI GOVERNMENT PETROLEUM STORAGE DEPOT 
BY BOTSWANA OIL LIMITED

The major findings of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Study undertaken for the proposed Project by 
Botswana Oil Limited are as summarized hereunder.

A. Nature and Magnitude of the Activity
 Botswana Oil Limited intends to construct a Government Petroleum Storage Depot in Ghanzi District in it’s 

plot which is 2km by 2km. The aim of the facility is to be able to store 60 days of stock by 2022. This facility 
will include road access and rail loading as well as offloading gantries. The capacity of the tanks is 33 million 
litres.

B. Location of the Activity 
 The proposed development site is located in Ghanzi District near Turn 44.  It is 9 km away from Turn 44 as 

you are moving along Trans Kalahari Highway to Mamuno Border post.

C. Anticipated Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures
 The environmental impacts and mitigation measures identified by the EIA study are presented in detail in 

the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and summarized in the table below. A detailed Environmental 
Management Plan which comprises both the Mitigation Plan and the Monitoring Plan to help manage and 
monitor potential impacts is also included in the EIS.

Project Phase Potential 
Impacts Mitigation Measures

Construction

Loss of vegetation

•	Clearing should as much as possible be limited to 
the building footprint.

•	Revegetation must be done at end of the project 
where applicable.

Air Pollution by Dust

•	Workers should be provided with disposable 
respiratory masks; it should be ensured that they 
are used always.

•	Water bowsers should be used to sprinkle water 
on haul roads and working ground.

Noise Pollution 

•	Normal working hours should be adhered to from 
0600 hours to 1800 hours. 

•	All	loud	machinery	to	be	used	should	be	fitted	
with silencers.

Operation

Creation of 
employment

•	This is a positive impact and it must be enhanced 
by giving priority to locals who qualify for special/
technical skill jobs. For unskilled jobs, employment 
will be fully reserved for Locals.

Occurrence of 
Accidents

•	Work area safety procedures and road transport 
safety need to be strictly followed to obviate the 
risk of accidents.

Soil and Groundwater 
contamination due to 
hydrocarbon spillages.

•	Above Ground Storage Tank must be laid on the 
concrete slab with bund wall that have a capacity 
of 110% of the storage tanks.

•	Any spillages on the soil must be excavated and 
the soil taken for treatment.

Risk of Fire

•	 Installation	of	fire	sirens	and	extinguishing	
showers be must be done.

•	 Installation	of	portable	and	rechargeable	fire	
extinguishers must be done in order to counter 
act	emergency	fires.	

•	 No	open	flames	should	be	used	near	the	tanks
•	 Any spillages must be immediately cleaned
•	 The	depot	must	have	emergency	fire	services	

ready in place

Decommissioning

Air Pollution by dust

•	Workers should be provided with disposable 
respiratory masks; it should be ensured that they 
are used always.

•	Water bowsers should be used to sprinkle water 
on haul roads and working ground.

Land Pollution due to 
waste mismanagement

•	Covered receptacles/trash cans should be placed 
conveniently at each working area for collection 
of food waste, paper waste and plastic waste and 
rubble.

Contamination due to 
fuel spillages

•	The use of a crane that will carry fuel tanks in a 
stable position without tilting or damaging it.

•	The tank must be cleaned thoroughly before 
lifting by the use of vacuum cleaners and liquid 
detectors.

•	The contaminated soil must be excavated and 
taken for treatment before disposal.

D. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Study
 The project will have both positive and negative environmental impacts at local and regional levels. Following 

the undertaking of the detailed EIA Studies for the project on the area it is recommended that the project 
be allowed to proceed with appropriate implementation of the mitigation measures recommended

E. Environmental Impact Statement Placement 
 Copies of the EIS can be reviewed at the following locations: 

 1. Ghanzi Main Kgotla
 2. Ghanzi Community Library
 3. Chobokwane Main Kgotla
 4. Department of Environmental Affairs (Ghanzi Office) 

F.  Correspondences  
 Interested and Affected Parties are invited to review the report, written comments and objections to the 

project must be addressed directly to District Environment Coordinator, Department of Environmental 
Affairs, Private Bag 24, Ghanzi, and Tel: 6596101, Fax 6596711  or hand delivered to Department of 
Environmental Office in Ghanzi at Tourism House before 19th  April 2020.

KITSISO
Kitsiso e dirwa go setswe morago temana ya bolesome ya 

Environmental Assessment Act, No. 10, 2010

 KITSISO MO SECHABENG MABAPI LE  TSHEKATSHEKO YA TIKOLOGO  GO 
LEBILETSWE MOGOPOLO WA GO  TLHOMA MABEELO A LEOKWANE A PUSO MO 
KGAOLOLONG YA GHANZI KE BA BOTSWANA OIL

Tse di fitlhetsweng morago ga tshekatsheko ya tikologo mabapi le mogopolo wa go tlhoma mabeelo a leokwane 
ke ba Botswana Oil a sobokilwe fa tlase.

A. Seelo le Bokete jwa Tiro
 Ba kompone ya Botswana Oil ba na le maikaelelo a go aga mabeelo a leokwane mo kgaolong ya Ghanzi mo 

setsheng sa bone sa botona jwa 2km x 2km. Maikaelelo a tiro e ke gore a kgone go boloka leokwane le le 
ka sielang kgaolo malatsi a le masome a marataro fa ngwaga wa 2022 o goroga. Lefelo le le tla nna gape le 
tsela le seporo tse di tla thusang go pega le go folosa leokwane pele ga Mopitlo 2021 a goroga. Ditanka tsa 
leokwane di tla nna tse di ka tsenyang leokwane la bontsi jwa di lithara di le  didikadike tse masome a mararo 
le boraro. 

B. Lefelo La Tiro
 Lefelo la tiro ke go bapa le “Turn 44” mo kgaolong ya Ghanzi. Lefelo le, le ka nna sekgele sa 9km fa o le mo 

tseleng ya Trans Kalahari o lebile kwa molelwaneng wa Mamuno.

C. Ditlamorago tse di solofetsweng mabapi le tiro kakanyetso e le metlhale ya go 
fokotsa manokonoko a tsone 

 Ditlamorago tsa tiro kakanyetso e, le metlhale ya go fokotsa le go thibela   bogale jwa ditlamorago e 
nankotswe  ka botlalo mo lokwalong la tshekatsheko tikologo. Mokwalo o o fa tlase o supa ka boripana, 
ditlamorargo tse di senotsweng ke tshekatsheko e, le metlhale ya go thibela kana go fokotsa bogale jwa 
manokonoko a ditlamorago tsa tiro e. 

Legato la 
Tiro

Ditlamorago tse di 
Solofetsweng

Methale ya go fokotsa Manokonoko a ditlamorago 
ka maikaelelo a go di oketsa boleng

Kago ya 
ditlamelo Go kgaolwa ga dimela

•	Kgaolo ya ditlhare e tshwanetse ya felela fela fa tiro e tla 
bo e dirwa teng le mo ditseleng tse di tla bong di dirisiwa 
fela fa go tlhokafala.

•	Go jalwe ditlhare gape gore lefelo le go kgaotsweng 
dimela mo go lone le babalesege.

Lerole le le feteletseng

•	Babereki le ba ba tla bong ba ka berekela fa go leng lerole 
teng, ba tshwanetse go neelwa dithiba dinko le melomo 
go itsa go babalelwa ke lerole.

•	Koloi e e gasang metsi go timola lerole e tshwanetse 
ya gasa metsi mo ditseleng tse di dirisiwang le fa go 
berekelwang teng.

Modumo o o 
feteletseng

•	Dinako	tsa	pereko	tsa	borataro	maphakela	go	fitlha	ka	
borataro maitseboa di tshwanetse tsa salwa morago. 

•	Didirisiwa tse di nang le modumo o montsi e   tsenngwe 
difokotsa modumo.

Tiriso ya lefelo

Go tlhamiwa ga 
mebereko

•	Madirelo a a leokwane ke maiteko a mantle mme a 
tshwanetse a okediwa bontle ka go phutholola letsogo 
mo go thapeng beng-gae mo ditirong tse ba di kgonang le 
tse di sa tlhokeng boitsaanape jo bo rileng.

Go diragala ga dikotsi •	Go salwe morago  melawana ya ipabalelo mo tirong le 
mo tseleng go  fokotsa kgonagalo ya dikotsi.

Go kgotlelesega ga 
metsi le mmu go 
bakwa ke go tshologa 
ga di-ole.

•	Ditanka tse di beelang leokwane di tshwanetse tsa 
bewa mo bodilong ja konkoreite di agetswe mabotana a 
lekaneng go ka tshwara selekanyo sa 110% wa leokwane 
le tanka e ka le tshwarang.

•	Mmu o o tshologetseng leokwane o tshwanetse wa 
epiwa o bo o ya go phepafadiwa pele o latlhwa.

Kgonagalo ya go 
tlhagoga ga melelo.

•	Go tshwanetse ga bewa ditima melelo le ditsosa medumo 
fa  ditankeng tsa mabeelo a leokwane.

•	Go tshwanetse ga bewa ditimamelelo tse di kgonang go 
kukiwa ke motho gore a kgone go latela molelo.

•	Ga go letlelelwe gore go ka nna le molelo ope fela go 
bapa ke ditanka tsa leokwane.

•	Leokwane lepe le le tshologetseng fa fatshe le tshwanetse 
la phapafadiwa.

•	Lefelo la mabeelo a leokwane le tshwanetse go nna le 
ditlamelo tsa setima molelo se se nnang se le malala a 
laotswe nako tshotlhe.

Go tswalwa 
ga lefelo la 
Mabeelo a 
Leokwane.

Lerole le le feteletseng

•		Babereki	le	ba	ba	tla	bong	ba	ka	berekela	gaufi	le	lerole	
ba	fiwa	dithiba	dinko	le	melomo	go	itsa	go	babalelwa	ke	
lerole le.

•	Koloi e e kgatshang metsi go timola lerole e tshwanetse 
ya gasa metsi mo tseleng e e dirisiwang le fa go 
berekelwang teng.

Go kgotlelesega ga 
tikologo go bakwa ke 
matlakala.

•	Go tshwanetse ga nna le ditanka tsa matlakala a a 
farorolganyeng mo lefelong la pereko gore matlakala a 
latlhelwe mo teng.

Kgotlelesego e 
e bakwang ke go 
tshologa ga di-ole

•	Fa go ntshiwa ditanka tsa leokwane, go dirisiwe didirisiwa 
tse di kukang bokete tse di babalesegileng go rwala 
ditanka mme tse di ka sekeng tsa sekamisa ditanka go 
tsholola leokwane.

•	Ditanka tsa leokwane di tshwanetse tsa phepafadiwa 
ka mathombo a gogang leokwane gotlhelele le didupa 
bokgola go netefatsa gore leokwane le dule lotlhe.

•	Mmu o o tshologetseng leokwane o tshwanetse wa 
epiwa o bo o ya go phepafadiwa pele o latlhwa.

D. Bokhutlo le Kabelano Maano ka Tiro e.
 Tiro e ya mabeelo a leokwane e na le ditlamorago tse di ntle (mosola) le tse di bosula mo tikologong e tiro 

e akanyeditsweng go ya go dirwa teng le mo mafelong a a mo tikologong ya yone. Tshekatsheko ya tikologo, 
e kaya gore tiro e ka tswelelela mme go setswe morago ditsetlana tsa pabalelo tikologo le phokotso ya 
manokonoko a ditlamorago tse di kwadilweng mo lekwalong la tshekatsheko tikologo go babalela tikologo. 

E. Mekwalo ya Tshekatsheko Tikologo ya Tiro e.
 Mekwalo ya tshekatsheko ya tikologo  e ka bonwa kwa: 

 1. Kgotleng e tona ya Ghanzi
 2. Motlobo wa Dibuka wa Ghanzi
 3. Kgotleng e tona ya Chobokwane
 4. Ofising ya Lephata la tsa Tikologo ko Ghanzi

F. Ba Ba Batlang go Akgela kotsa go Botsa Mapabi le Tiro e.
 Botlhe ba ba amegang ba lalediwa go tla go bala mokwalo wa tshekatsheko ya tikologo ya tiro, mekwalo yotlhe 

ya dikakgelo kgotsa dingongorego  mabapi le tiro e, e kwalelwe kwa go District Environment Coordinator, 
Department of Environmental Affairs, Private Bag BO 24, Ghanzi: Tel: 6596101, Fax 6596711  kana o ka isa ka 
namana kwa Lephatleng la tsa tikologo kwa Ghanzi kwa Ntlong ya Bojanala pele ga di 19th Moranang 2020.

Department of Environmental Affairs 
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources 

Conservation & Tourism
Private Bag  24, Ghanzi

Tel: 6596101, Fax: 6596711

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice issued in terms of Section 10 of the Environmental 

Assessment Act, No. 10 of 2010

NOTIFICATION FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(EIS) FOR THE PROPOSED GHANZI GOVERNMENT PETROLEUM STORAGE DEPOT 
BY BOTSWANA OIL LIMITED

The major findings of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Study undertaken for the proposed Project by 
Botswana Oil Limited are as summarized hereunder.

A. Nature and Magnitude of the Activity
 Botswana Oil Limited intends to construct a Government Petroleum Storage Depot in Ghanzi District in it’s 

plot which is 2km by 2km. The aim of the facility is to be able to store 60 days of stock by 2022. This facility 
will include road access and rail loading as well as offloading gantries. The capacity of the tanks is 33 million 
litres.

B. Location of the Activity 
 The proposed development site is located in Ghanzi District near Turn 44.  It is 9 km away from Turn 44 as 

you are moving along Trans Kalahari Highway to Mamuno Border post.

C. Anticipated Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures
 The environmental impacts and mitigation measures identified by the EIA study are presented in detail in 

the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and summarized in the table below. A detailed Environmental 
Management Plan which comprises both the Mitigation Plan and the Monitoring Plan to help manage and 
monitor potential impacts is also included in the EIS.

Project Phase Potential 
Impacts Mitigation Measures

Construction

Loss of vegetation

•	Clearing should as much as possible be limited to 
the building footprint.

•	Revegetation must be done at end of the project 
where applicable.

Air Pollution by Dust

•	Workers should be provided with disposable 
respiratory masks; it should be ensured that they 
are used always.

•	Water bowsers should be used to sprinkle water 
on haul roads and working ground.

Noise Pollution 

•	Normal working hours should be adhered to from 
0600 hours to 1800 hours. 

•	All	loud	machinery	to	be	used	should	be	fitted	
with silencers.

Operation

Creation of 
employment

•	This is a positive impact and it must be enhanced 
by giving priority to locals who qualify for special/
technical skill jobs. For unskilled jobs, employment 
will be fully reserved for Locals.

Occurrence of 
Accidents

•	Work area safety procedures and road transport 
safety need to be strictly followed to obviate the 
risk of accidents.

Soil and Groundwater 
contamination due to 
hydrocarbon spillages.

•	Above Ground Storage Tank must be laid on the 
concrete slab with bund wall that have a capacity 
of 110% of the storage tanks.

•	Any spillages on the soil must be excavated and 
the soil taken for treatment.

Risk of Fire

•	 Installation	of	fire	sirens	and	extinguishing	
showers be must be done.

•	 Installation	of	portable	and	rechargeable	fire	
extinguishers must be done in order to counter 
act	emergency	fires.	

•	 No	open	flames	should	be	used	near	the	tanks
•	 Any spillages must be immediately cleaned
•	 The	depot	must	have	emergency	fire	services	

ready in place

Decommissioning

Air Pollution by dust

•	Workers should be provided with disposable 
respiratory masks; it should be ensured that they 
are used always.

•	Water bowsers should be used to sprinkle water 
on haul roads and working ground.

Land Pollution due to 
waste mismanagement

•	Covered receptacles/trash cans should be placed 
conveniently at each working area for collection 
of food waste, paper waste and plastic waste and 
rubble.

Contamination due to 
fuel spillages

•	The use of a crane that will carry fuel tanks in a 
stable position without tilting or damaging it.

•	The tank must be cleaned thoroughly before 
lifting by the use of vacuum cleaners and liquid 
detectors.

•	The contaminated soil must be excavated and 
taken for treatment before disposal.

D. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Study
 The project will have both positive and negative environmental impacts at local and regional levels. Following 

the undertaking of the detailed EIA Studies for the project on the area it is recommended that the project 
be allowed to proceed with appropriate implementation of the mitigation measures recommended

E. Environmental Impact Statement Placement 
 Copies of the EIS can be reviewed at the following locations: 

 1. Ghanzi Main Kgotla
 2. Ghanzi Community Library
 3. Chobokwane Main Kgotla
 4. Department of Environmental Affairs (Ghanzi Office) 

F.  Correspondences  
 Interested and Affected Parties are invited to review the report, written comments and objections to the 

project must be addressed directly to District Environment Coordinator, Department of Environmental 
Affairs, Private Bag 24, Ghanzi, and Tel: 6596101, Fax 6596711  or hand delivered to Department of 
Environmental Office in Ghanzi at Tourism House before 19th  April 2020.

KITSISO
Kitsiso e dirwa go setswe morago temana ya bolesome ya 

Environmental Assessment Act, No. 10, 2010

 KITSISO MO SECHABENG MABAPI LE  TSHEKATSHEKO YA TIKOLOGO  GO 
LEBILETSWE MOGOPOLO WA GO  TLHOMA MABEELO A LEOKWANE A PUSO MO 
KGAOLOLONG YA GHANZI KE BA BOTSWANA OIL

Tse di fitlhetsweng morago ga tshekatsheko ya tikologo mabapi le mogopolo wa go tlhoma mabeelo a leokwane 
ke ba Botswana Oil a sobokilwe fa tlase.

A. Seelo le Bokete jwa Tiro
 Ba kompone ya Botswana Oil ba na le maikaelelo a go aga mabeelo a leokwane mo kgaolong ya Ghanzi mo 

setsheng sa bone sa botona jwa 2km x 2km. Maikaelelo a tiro e ke gore a kgone go boloka leokwane le le 
ka sielang kgaolo malatsi a le masome a marataro fa ngwaga wa 2022 o goroga. Lefelo le le tla nna gape le 
tsela le seporo tse di tla thusang go pega le go folosa leokwane pele ga Mopitlo 2021 a goroga. Ditanka tsa 
leokwane di tla nna tse di ka tsenyang leokwane la bontsi jwa di lithara di le  didikadike tse masome a mararo 
le boraro. 

B. Lefelo La Tiro
 Lefelo la tiro ke go bapa le “Turn 44” mo kgaolong ya Ghanzi. Lefelo le, le ka nna sekgele sa 9km fa o le mo 

tseleng ya Trans Kalahari o lebile kwa molelwaneng wa Mamuno.

C. Ditlamorago tse di solofetsweng mabapi le tiro kakanyetso e le metlhale ya go 
fokotsa manokonoko a tsone 

 Ditlamorago tsa tiro kakanyetso e, le metlhale ya go fokotsa le go thibela   bogale jwa ditlamorago e 
nankotswe  ka botlalo mo lokwalong la tshekatsheko tikologo. Mokwalo o o fa tlase o supa ka boripana, 
ditlamorargo tse di senotsweng ke tshekatsheko e, le metlhale ya go thibela kana go fokotsa bogale jwa 
manokonoko a ditlamorago tsa tiro e. 

Legato la 
Tiro

Ditlamorago tse di 
Solofetsweng

Methale ya go fokotsa Manokonoko a ditlamorago 
ka maikaelelo a go di oketsa boleng

Kago ya 
ditlamelo Go kgaolwa ga dimela

•	Kgaolo ya ditlhare e tshwanetse ya felela fela fa tiro e tla 
bo e dirwa teng le mo ditseleng tse di tla bong di dirisiwa 
fela fa go tlhokafala.

•	Go jalwe ditlhare gape gore lefelo le go kgaotsweng 
dimela mo go lone le babalesege.

Lerole le le feteletseng

•	Babereki le ba ba tla bong ba ka berekela fa go leng lerole 
teng, ba tshwanetse go neelwa dithiba dinko le melomo 
go itsa go babalelwa ke lerole.

•	Koloi e e gasang metsi go timola lerole e tshwanetse 
ya gasa metsi mo ditseleng tse di dirisiwang le fa go 
berekelwang teng.

Modumo o o 
feteletseng

•	Dinako	tsa	pereko	tsa	borataro	maphakela	go	fitlha	ka	
borataro maitseboa di tshwanetse tsa salwa morago. 

•	Didirisiwa tse di nang le modumo o montsi e   tsenngwe 
difokotsa modumo.

Tiriso ya lefelo

Go tlhamiwa ga 
mebereko

•	Madirelo a a leokwane ke maiteko a mantle mme a 
tshwanetse a okediwa bontle ka go phutholola letsogo 
mo go thapeng beng-gae mo ditirong tse ba di kgonang le 
tse di sa tlhokeng boitsaanape jo bo rileng.

Go diragala ga dikotsi •	Go salwe morago  melawana ya ipabalelo mo tirong le 
mo tseleng go  fokotsa kgonagalo ya dikotsi.

Go kgotlelesega ga 
metsi le mmu go 
bakwa ke go tshologa 
ga di-ole.

•	Ditanka tse di beelang leokwane di tshwanetse tsa 
bewa mo bodilong ja konkoreite di agetswe mabotana a 
lekaneng go ka tshwara selekanyo sa 110% wa leokwane 
le tanka e ka le tshwarang.

•	Mmu o o tshologetseng leokwane o tshwanetse wa 
epiwa o bo o ya go phepafadiwa pele o latlhwa.

Kgonagalo ya go 
tlhagoga ga melelo.

•	Go tshwanetse ga bewa ditima melelo le ditsosa medumo 
fa  ditankeng tsa mabeelo a leokwane.

•	Go tshwanetse ga bewa ditimamelelo tse di kgonang go 
kukiwa ke motho gore a kgone go latela molelo.

•	Ga go letlelelwe gore go ka nna le molelo ope fela go 
bapa ke ditanka tsa leokwane.

•	Leokwane lepe le le tshologetseng fa fatshe le tshwanetse 
la phapafadiwa.

•	Lefelo la mabeelo a leokwane le tshwanetse go nna le 
ditlamelo tsa setima molelo se se nnang se le malala a 
laotswe nako tshotlhe.

Go tswalwa 
ga lefelo la 
Mabeelo a 
Leokwane.

Lerole le le feteletseng

•		Babereki	le	ba	ba	tla	bong	ba	ka	berekela	gaufi	le	lerole	
ba	fiwa	dithiba	dinko	le	melomo	go	itsa	go	babalelwa	ke	
lerole le.

•	Koloi e e kgatshang metsi go timola lerole e tshwanetse 
ya gasa metsi mo tseleng e e dirisiwang le fa go 
berekelwang teng.

Go kgotlelesega ga 
tikologo go bakwa ke 
matlakala.

•	Go tshwanetse ga nna le ditanka tsa matlakala a a 
farorolganyeng mo lefelong la pereko gore matlakala a 
latlhelwe mo teng.

Kgotlelesego e 
e bakwang ke go 
tshologa ga di-ole

•	Fa go ntshiwa ditanka tsa leokwane, go dirisiwe didirisiwa 
tse di kukang bokete tse di babalesegileng go rwala 
ditanka mme tse di ka sekeng tsa sekamisa ditanka go 
tsholola leokwane.

•	Ditanka tsa leokwane di tshwanetse tsa phepafadiwa 
ka mathombo a gogang leokwane gotlhelele le didupa 
bokgola go netefatsa gore leokwane le dule lotlhe.

•	Mmu o o tshologetseng leokwane o tshwanetse wa 
epiwa o bo o ya go phepafadiwa pele o latlhwa.

D. Bokhutlo le Kabelano Maano ka Tiro e.
 Tiro e ya mabeelo a leokwane e na le ditlamorago tse di ntle (mosola) le tse di bosula mo tikologong e tiro 

e akanyeditsweng go ya go dirwa teng le mo mafelong a a mo tikologong ya yone. Tshekatsheko ya tikologo, 
e kaya gore tiro e ka tswelelela mme go setswe morago ditsetlana tsa pabalelo tikologo le phokotso ya 
manokonoko a ditlamorago tse di kwadilweng mo lekwalong la tshekatsheko tikologo go babalela tikologo. 

E. Mekwalo ya Tshekatsheko Tikologo ya Tiro e.
 Mekwalo ya tshekatsheko ya tikologo  e ka bonwa kwa: 

 1. Kgotleng e tona ya Ghanzi
 2. Motlobo wa Dibuka wa Ghanzi
 3. Kgotleng e tona ya Chobokwane
 4. Ofising ya Lephata la tsa Tikologo ko Ghanzi

F. Ba Ba Batlang go Akgela kotsa go Botsa Mapabi le Tiro e.
 Botlhe ba ba amegang ba lalediwa go tla go bala mokwalo wa tshekatsheko ya tikologo ya tiro, mekwalo yotlhe 

ya dikakgelo kgotsa dingongorego  mabapi le tiro e, e kwalelwe kwa go District Environment Coordinator, 
Department of Environmental Affairs, Private Bag BO 24, Ghanzi: Tel: 6596101, Fax 6596711  kana o ka isa ka 
namana kwa Lephatleng la tsa tikologo kwa Ghanzi kwa Ntlong ya Bojanala pele ga di 19th Moranang 2020.
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neweracollege

Contact Part-Time Coordinator For Application Forms

Call: (+267) 73649477
or email admissions@neweracollege.ac.bw

PART TIME PROGRAMMES ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE AT NEW ERA COLLEGE
Certificate, Diploma and Advanced Diploma

Programmes:
• Construction Engineering
• Electrical and Electronics Engineering
• Telecommunications Engineering

APPLY NOW Classes Start May 4th 2020

Flexible Payment Plans
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P eople are created to see objects 
with only two naked eyes. 
The interesting part is that the 

interpretation of the vision is always 
different.

That is why many people see waste 
materials as useless while others perceive 
the same waste as diamond. Kealeboga 
Keboletse is one of the those who 
discovered a diamond in waste. Through 

his recycling process he now turns waste 
into paper made flower pots, serving dishes, 
buckets and cups.

He revealed in interview that he has 
never been afraid to get his hands dirty 
and jeopardize his life by collecting papers 
particularly newspapers from dustbins. 
At first people thought he is street child 
judging from his daily actions. 

However, they were later motivated as 
they see his appealing and eye catching 
art products. As many people, according 
to Keboletse, showed interest and 

complimented his work he was inspired 
to work hard with the aim of being a great 
artist of a repute one day.

He started selling his art products 
through door to door in the village. Being 
mobile to market his products is a challenge 
because he  had to always carry all his work 
to the shopping malls where people can buy 
in masses. 

When he got his temporary job as a 
teacher at Motaung CJSS in Kang, he 
continued exploring his art talent. He now 
travels between Kang and Hukuntsi selling 

his products.
 ‘’Art is now in my blood. Even in Kang I 

had to continue to do what I love most. It is 
also a source of income for my family,’’ he 
beams with confidence.

Kebolotse had now upgraded his 
marketing skills by adopting the use of 
social media to lure many customers to 
buy his products. His clients also boast his 
business by recommending and referring 
others to him through word of mouth.

Since Kang is located along Trans 
Kalahari High Way, the Thamaga born 

artist is always cashing from international 
tourists. He said tourists are loyal customers 
because they never negotiate reduction of 
prices.

The genesis of his recycling project dates 
back to 2012 at Kazungula during his short 
stint with the Department of Out of School 
Educational Training (OSET). Tasked with 
equipping OSET learners with art and crafts 
knowledge, his love for art started.

Armed with Bachelor of Sciences 
(Agriculture Education) from the former 
Botswana College of Agriculture, Kebolotse 

had never studied art in his educational 
journey. He described his artistic creativity 
as a calling from God. He now juggles 
his art business with his full time job as 
Agriculture teacher at Matsha College.

Going forward he plans to source funding 
to grow his business and employ other 
citizens. He said his business requires the 
use of modern machinery and also to 
purchase other raw materials such as wires, 
painting brashes and oil paints. Lastly, he 
urged Batswana to buy locally produced art 
products so that the industry can grow.

Keboletse: Waste is Diamond! 

A dvertising Week (AW), the 
world’s largest annual gathering 
of brand, creative, entertainment, 

marketing, media and technology industry 
leaders has announced that the maiden 
edition of Advertising Week Africa 
(AWAFRICA) will shift forward because 
of the rapidly developing Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) global pandemic. Advertising 
Week Africa’s Executive Director, Tosin 
Lanipekun said “The commitment of our 
corporate & media partners and both 
the South African and Johannesburg 
local governments is resolute.  And the 
thoughtful advice of our Advisory Council 
all point in the same unified direction. We 
will get there, but this is simply not the time 
as the world unites to fight this unique, 
common enemy.”

One of six global Advertising Week 
editions planned for 2020, AWAFRICA 
joins a long list of Coronavirus casualties, a 
list which includes a number of large-scale 
business-to-business events, most of the 
world’s major music festivals including 

Advertising Week Africa re-scheduled   
•  Marquee Stars 

including Tiffany 
Haddish, Steve 
Harvey and

was already postponed from November 
2019 to May 2020 due to xenophobia-
fueled violence. Advertising Week Europe, 
which was earlier billed for March 16th to 
19th was postponed till September 
14th because of the coronavirus outbreak.

“As conditions on the ground allowed, 
we came back bigger and better in México 
City and that’s certainly the mandate 
for AWAFRICA.  Our commitment is 
unwavering, but like everyone else we 
recognize the realities of where we are now 
and the priority for all of us is to do what we 
can to help end this crisis by following the 
new rules,” said Advertising Week Global 
CEO, Matt Scheckner.

Among the plans which were confirmed 
for AWAFRICA: Live appearances by 
Tiffany Haddish, Steve Harvey and T.I; A 
day-long Youth Summit for 1,000 with a 
focused lens on education and jobs;The 
launch of Kevin Hart’s Comedy in Color in 
Africa;  

The launch of ADCOLOR Africa; 
Keynotes by a large number of luminaries 
including High Commissioner Tembi 
Tambo, Nobel Laureate Prof. Wole Soyinka, 
National Urban League CEO Marc Morial, 
Acclaimed Actor, Director and Playwright 
Dr John Kani, Music of Black Origin 
Founder Kanya King, CBS Correspondent 
Michelle Miller, AAF COO Connie 
Constance Frazier, Saturday Morning 
Founders Kwame Taylor-Hayford, Jayanta 
Jenkins, and Geoff Edwards

No new date will be announced at this 
time. “Africa is at the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic and it is just too 
early for us to make any reasonable forecast 
as to when the crisis will have been fully 
addressed and definitively over.” said 
AWAFRICA Advisory Council Chairman, 
Tunji Adeyinka. “As soon as conditions 
allow, we will be back and remain 
committed to bringing the sharpest minds 
from across the African continent together 
with their global contemporaries for an 
outstanding showcase of innovation and 
creativity,” he added. “The biggest message 
at this time is to stay safe, unified and 
optimistic, even as we have been advised to 
keep a social distance from each other. We 
will triumph over this virus together”

About Advertising Week:
 Advertising Week is the premier global 

education, engagement and event platform 
for advertising, brand, creative, marketing, 
media and technology professionals. 
Founded in 2004, Advertising Week has 
grown into the # 1 business-to-business 
event in New York City. In addition to New 
York, Advertising Week’s global footprint 
has expanded to five additional worldwide 
live events: AWEUROPE (London); 
AWASIA (Tokyo); AWAPAC (Sydney); 
AWAfrica (Johannesburg); and AWLATAM 
(Mexico City). AW has also uniquely 
elevated the live experience to smartphones 
and tablets with year-round digital 
platforms, AW360 and AWLEARN. 

Coachella, Glastonbury and the New 
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, and most 
certainly the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Summer 
Games.

This marks the third postponement of an 

Advertising Week event in the past three 
years due to broader global environmental 
and societal conditions. The inaugural 
edition of AWLATAM in Mexico City 
was pushed forward from November of 

2017 to February of 2018 due to a massive 
earthquake. Since that time, the event has 
taken place three times, most recent just 
a few weeks ago in early March just ahead 
of the worldwide lockdown. AWAFRICA 

Tiffany Haddish Steve Harvey 

Keboletse 
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F ootball bodies across the 
globe including the 
Federation International 

Football Association (FIFA) as well 
as the Botswana Football Association 
(BFA) are doing all in their might to 
see to it that the football fraternity 
survives the  devastating effects of 
Covid-19.  

Football has also not been spared 
from the continued  hard hitting 
effects of the worldwide novel virus 
which has disrupted the entire 
universe. Retrenchemets and players 
pay cuts were already looming in 
some of the local football clubs 
owing to the pandemic. Leagues, 
cups and tournaments have been 
halted something which has caused 
financial inconveniences to the 
football fraternity. 

Botswana Football Association 
President, MacLean Letshwiti has 
revealed that they are carefully 

monitoring,  deliberating, assessing 
and exploring the situation regarding 
the way forward for football. 

Letshwiti says the same approach 
has been adopted by FIFA and 
almost all football federations across 
the world. 

In his Easter Holidays Message 
Letshwiti revealed that the BFA 
leadership is simultaneously 
grabbling with the sensitive issue of 
Relief and mechanisms practicable 
to assist all professional footballers, 
referees and other stakeholders 
including clubs during this difficult 
time.  “The BFA is exploring 
everything possible to see to it that 
the Covid19 effects do not cripple the 
industry altogether and plunge them 
into poverty and closure of activities,” 
he assured. 

Letshwiti says they have taken 
note of government directives and 
regulations around retrenchments 
and laying off of workers which 
includes football players and 
technical resources around our clubs. 

He indicated that they continue to 
engage each other and stakeholders 
including the Players Union to 
mitigate the effects of Covid19 
economic distress on the general 
football industry particularly to 
players.

“The BFA is vigorously looking 
for remedies to assist all affected and 
we hope that a comprehensive relief 
plan will materialize soon,” Letshwiti 
announced. 

Minister of Youth Empowerment 
, Sports and Culture Development, 
Tumiso Rakgare has also announced 
that government will through the 
established covid-19 relief fund assist 
those in the sports fraternity who 
will be affected by the virus.

FIFA President, Gianni Infantino 
has also announced that they are 
currently working on an emergency 
relief fund to see how they can help 
the football community during this 
period of need. 

“FIFA enjoys a good reputation 
on the financial markets and this 

has helped us to consolidate a solid 
foundation of large reserves. But our 
reserves are not FIFA’s money but 
football’s, so when football is in need 
we must think of what can we do 
to help it., its our responsibility and 
duty,” Gianni stressed. 

He highlighted that as football 
has stopped taking place all over the 
world due to the pandemic teams 
are currently facing financial issues 
at various levels starting from the 
grassroots to the professional game. 

“ With this in mind we are 
currently working together in 
assessing the financial impact in 
order to be able to prepare the right 
response,” he revealed. 

Gianni indicated that they are 
currently working on the most 
appropriate response to offer 
a flexible way forward that is 
adaptable to the needs of the football 
community. 

Meanwhile BFA President has 
urged all structures of football to use  
this difficult moment of their lifetime 

to self introspection and  examine 
everything that has happened in 
football. Letshwiti advised the 
structures should do this with a view 
to emerge from this unprecedented 
health turmoil with progressive and 
constructive solutions which could 
help them take football forward.  He 
further advised that the introspection 
should be a candid and thorough 
analysis of what needs to happen 
based on what has happened in the 
past. 

“The reality is that many things 
will change post Covid19, therefore 
we must slowly start repositioning 
ourselves in view of the economic 
revolution as a result of the effects of 
Covid19.  Self introspection is critical 
for every industry and football as a 
major contributor to economy is no 
exception. These tough times implore 
us to make tough decisions in the 
near future. Your self introspection 
will guide the industry and the 
BFA what needs to be done, “ he 
concluded.

The Swiss Public 
Prosecutor’s Office (MPC) 
has decided to close one 

of two investigations into former 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter, 
reports claimed on Friday.

According to French newspaper 
Le Monde and German daily 
Suddeutsche Zeitung, the 
disgraced 84-year-old will not be 
prosecuted over a charge relating 
to TV rights sold to the Caribbean 
Football Union (CFU).

That was one of two criminal 
cases opened against Blatter in 
2015 for “suspicion of unfair 
management and breach of trust”.

Blatter told AFP on Friday that 
he had “not personally received the 
document of the MPC. I will ask 
my lawyer to forward it to me.

“It relates to the contract over 
TV rights.”

Swiss prosecutors suspected 
Blatter of having signed a “contract 
unfavourable to FIFA” with the 
CFU, then under the control of 
Jack Warner, who was banned 
from football for life and indicted 

for corruption by American justice 
officials.

The contract granted television 
rights for the 2010 and 2014 World 
Cups to the CFU for 600,000 
dollars, an amount deemed to be 
below market price.

Blatter, however, still faces a 
second criminal investigation 
over the controversial payment 
of two million Swiss francs (1.89 
million euros) to Michel Platini, 
the former president of UEFA, in 
February 2011.

“Once the case concerning the 
payment of 2 million Swiss francs 
to Platini is also closed, I will ask 
FIFA for my rehabilitation.

“.... because my suspension by 
the FIFA ethics committee was 
made on the basis of accusations 
by the Swiss justice,” Blatter, who 
was ousted from office in 2015 and 
is serving a six-year ban from FIFA 
activities, told AFP.

Platini was banned from football 
for four years by FIFA, where he 
was then vice-president, in 2015. 
[ AFP.COM]

Hope for 
football!

One charge 
dropped against 
Blatter - reports

Paul Pogba 
‘hungry’ to 
return to action

M anchester United’s 
Paul Pogba says he 
is “more hungry” 

to succeed after missing most 
of the season with injury. The 
France international, 27, has 
not played since 26 December, 
having suffered a further setback 
following an early-season foot 
problem. Pogba told the United 
Podcast he has been “frustrated 
for a long time” but will resume 
training when the club return after 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

“I’m almost there; I’m just 
thinking about training with the 
team,” he said. The World Cup 
winner had surgery in January 
and has been limited to eight 
appearances this season. “You 
think bad but I’ve never had 
something like this in my career, so 
I always take it in a good way,” he 
told United’s official podcast.

“It makes me more hungry to 
come back and do well, and it 
just shows me how much I love 
football.”

He said that he was caused more 

problems when, during rehab 
while wearing a plaster cast, one of 
the bones in his foot grew. “I don’t 
know if people really know what 
happened,” he added.

“So I had a foot injury, which 
came in the game against 
Southampton [on 31 August]. 
It was early this season and so 
I carried this for a long time, 
training and trying to be playing 
with it. After I stopped, I found I 
had a fracture.

“I had a cast on it, a plaster cast, 
so it went very well but too well. 
The bone got bigger and so, when 
I came back again, I played those 
two games against Watford and 
Newcastle [in December], I could 
feel something again. “So I had to 
have an operation and now here 
I am. I don’t feel anything and, 
hopefully, I’ll be back very soon.”

The Premier League was initially 
postponed until 3 April, and then 
30 April - until it was decided the 
top flight would only return when 
“it is safe and appropriate to do so”.

[https://www.bbc.com/]

Blatter

Botswana Football Association President, MacLean Letshwiti
[PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

L iverpool legend Sir Kenny 
Dalglish has been released 
from hospital after testing 

positive for coronavirus. Dalglish, 
69, was admitted to hospital on 
Wednesday for treatment of an 
infection which required intravenous 
antibiotics.

He was routinely checked for 
coronavirus and tested positive 
despite showing no symptoms. The 
former Celtic and Scotland forward 
is now recovering in self-isolation at 
home.

“Thank you for all of your well 
wishes over the last few days,” said 

Dalglish. “I’m delighted to be back 
home with the family after receiving 
brilliant care from the NHS, which 
we appreciate now more than ever.

“Marina and I would like to 
express our immense gratitude to 
the medical staff who cared for me 
and who continue to treat countless 
others throughout the country 
during an incredibly challenging 
period.

“We will now be in full lockdown 
for the recommended amount of 
time in order to protect the lives of 
others.” Dalglish won the Scottish 
league title four times at Celtic before 
moving to Liverpool in 1977. At 

Anfield his honours included eight 
league championships as a player and 
manager and three European Cups.

He was manager at the time of the 
Hillsborough disaster in 1989, when 
96 Liverpool fans died as a result 
of a crush at an FA Cup semi-final 
against Nottingham Forest.

Dalglish helped ensure the club 
was represented at all of the fans’ 
funerals and attended many of them 
in person. He and the 96 victims 
were awarded the Freedom of 
Liverpool in 2016.

He also won the Premier League as 
Blackburn Rovers manager in 1995.

[https://www.bbc.com/]

Liverpool: Sir Kenny Dalglish released from 
hospital after positive coronavirus test

A rsenal’s Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang needs to 
“secure a contract with 

a more ambitious club,” says the 
president of the Gabon Football 
Association.

The striker finished last season as 
the joint-top scorer in the Premier 
League with 22 goals.

His contract is set to expire at the 
end of the 2020-21 season.

“Right now, he’s at Arsenal, 
and he’s won nothing here, so it’s 
a collective failing,” Pierre Alain 
Mounguengui told ESPN.

“I don’t want to say that Arsenal 
aren’t ambitious, but Arsenal don’t 
have ambitions as high as some other 
clubs as far as Europe is concerned.”

Last month, Arsenal manager 
Mikel Arteta said he wants to 
keep Aubameyang “under any 
circumstances” and the club need 

to discuss a new deal before the 
end of the season. The Gabon 
international has scored 20 goals 
in all competitions for the Gunners 
in 2019-20 and is a reported target 
for clubs including Barcelona and 
Inter Milan. “If Pierre could secure a 
contract with a more ambitious club, 
he’d definitely find his place there,” 
Mounguengui added.

“All Gabonese people see 
Aubameyang at this level, where 
he can now end his career at a 
major club and, above all, beyond 
individual trophies, to bring home a 
major competition.”

Since joining Arsenal for £56m 
from Borussia Dortmund in January 
2018, Aubameyang has suffered 
defeats in the Europa League and 
Carabao Cup finals and is yet to win 
a trophy.

[https://www.bbc.com/]

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang: Arsenal striker 
urged to join ‘more ambitious club’

Aubameyang


