
Welcome to the extraordinary ancient city of AlUla 
and to the second annual AlUla Arts Festival.

ABOUT ALULA ARTS FESTIVAL

LIVING IN COLOUR

Our 12-day festival celebrates AlUla’s legacy as the cradle of creativity, whereby interweaving 
historic and contemporary arts, we will seek unlock the transformative power of the arts in this 
spectacular corner of the world to provide cultural enrichment for all.

The AlUla Arts Festival showcases AlUla's long-standing legacy of being a cultural crossroads, 
championing both cutting-edge modern art and ancient art, preserved for thousands of years. 
Welcoming all forms of art, our unique festival brings curated contemporary art, large-scale 
installations, workshops, talks, cinema, and many more artistic endeavors together to inspire in 
our majestic natural landscape, intertwined with urban architecture.

100 Best Arab Posters shows creatives from across the Arab world deploy colour as a powerful 
graphic tool.  Their eye-catching designs, that deploy the infinite variations offered by digital 
technologies, demonstrate how colour transcends language. 
The two-week long festival offers visitors curated arts experiences, bringing together 
exhibitions and encounters created by a diverse array of artistic talents under the direction of 
Arts AlUla and in celebration of AlUla’s legacy as a cultural crossroads.

AlUla Arts Festival showcases a program of art, culture, history, photography, cinema as well 
as exclusive performances and immersive experiences spread across AlUla’s ancient sites and 
modern-day arts precincts and venues.  

This year, we are proud to play host to what will be the most extensive collection ever exhibited 
in the Gulf, headlined by the iconic artworks of Andy Warhol being showcased at our 
award-winning Maraya venue as part of FAME: Andy Warhol in AlUla.

As well as offering a unique opportunity for 
visitors to appreciate art in the stunning 
landscapes of AlUla, the festival aims to 
inspire visitors and community members 
alike to share their own creativity and ideas, 
offering hands-on experiences, from 
community murals to interactive 
workshops.

We are thrilled to have you here with us to 
celebrate the start of this year’s arts festival 
and to be part of our journey revitalising the 
arts in AlUla inspired by the crossroad of 
civilisations and millennia of cultural and 
ideas exchanged. 

Nora Aldabal, 
Executive Director
Arts and Creative Industries
Royal Commission for AlUla

Colour is breaking out around AlUla in spring 
2023 with the unveiling of works of art that 
revel in the polychromatic. The AlUla Arts 
Festival was inaugurated in 2022 under the 
banner of AlUla Moments’ calendar of 
events and festivals and is set to become a 
must-do annual event on the global arts 
scene.

American artist Andy Warhol used vivid, 
unnatural colours to transform head shots 
of celebrities into Pop Art Icons; his 
silkscreens and paintings have influenced 
art and graphics around the world.

About Arts AlUla

Media Trip Highlights 

See experiencealula.com for more information on dates, booking and 
tickets. Check Full Media kit  HERE

• Attend the opening of FAME: Andy Warhol in AlUla
In AlUla at the spectacular mirrored building, Maraya, featuring a special concert of 13 Most
Beautiful by American rock act, Dean and Britta.

• Visit the stunning Wadi AlFann site
Spread over 65 square-kilometres, this excursion will introduce the stunning location for the first
five artworks announced for this permanent valley of arts and will also feature a Wadi AlFann-
themed immersive sunset dinner.

• Visit the ancient Nabataean city of Hegra,
A UNESCO World Heritage Site and the jewel of the crown of Saudi’s tourism experiences. See the
finely crafted symbols and architecture of the 2000 year old necropolis.

• Visit Madrasat AdDeera Art School,
Comprising arts and crafts workshops for all ages in subjects such as wood carving, textile weaving,
palm frond weaving, geometry, and decorative design.

• Tour the new arts precinct of AlJadidah,
Eat at the restaurant set in the oasis and see the new public artworks and be entertained by the
diverse artists as part of the performing arts festival.

The AlUla Artist Residency

Running from October 2022 through March 2023, the AlUla Artist Residency and Exhibition 
features six Saudi artists undertaking a three-month residency in AlUla, living alongside and 
collaborating with the local community, scientists, and researchers to develop new works and 
practices. The residency will culminate in a public programme of events including an open studio 
weekend at Mabiti Palm Grove and Madrasat Addeera.

Madrasat Addeera Public Art

Arts and crafts workshops and talks for adults as well as children of all ages and families 
throughout the season brought to AlUla in collaboration with Prince’s Foundation School of 
Traditional Arts, including a stone sculpture, murals, and a pair of urban carpets.

Living in Colour

AlJadidah, AlUla’s artistic district will offer a 
collection of public art commissioned especially 
for the AlUla Arts Festival. Dotted around the 
various squares and community areas, the 
artworks will include photography, sculpture, and 
immersive activations to inspire and delight.

The creation of Arts AlUla within The Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU) is a commitment to 
crafting the next chapters in a millennium of artistic creation – celebrating cultural inheritance, 
presenting the art of our time, and shaping a future propelled by creativity. 

AlUla has long been a consistent and ever-evolving hub of cultural transfer. It has been a place 
of passage, a crossroads for trade, and home to successive civilizations who carved, sculpted, and 
inscribed their lives into the landscape. The work of Arts AlUla seeks to preserve this legacy: fuse 
the old with the new; the local with the international, keeping the arts central to the spirit of AlUla 
as a place of extraordinary natural and human heritage. 

Arts AlUla will bring to fruition a series of new initiatives, projects, and exhibitions. The artwork 
curation will speak to RCU’ s vision for the continued development of AlUla’s contemporary art 
scenes: positioning the arts as a key contributor to AlUla’s character, the quality of life for its local 
community and the region’s economic future. 

Arts AlUla focuses on transferring the talents of the Saudi nation and the local AlUla community 
into meaningful long-standing social and economic opportunities. This is a key part of the 
Journey through Time masterplan bringing together the 15 different landmark destinations for 
culture, heritage and creativity across AlUla. 

Art in the Landscape Guided Hikes - Wadi AlFann 
Tr anslated as valley of the art, Wadi AlFann will be an inspiring worldwide cultural destination 
where large-scale pieces of modern art will be permanently installed against a magnificent 
natural backdrop. James Turrell (US), Agnes Denes (Hungarian-American), 
Michael Heizer (US), Manal Al Dowayan (KSA) and Ahmed Mater (KSA) have been announced 
as the five artists of the works to be opened from late 2024. The hikes will introduce visitors to 
the stunning Wadi AlFann landscape and present the themes and concepts being explored by 
the artists in the first phase.

Art in the Landscape Series - Wadi AlFann
A major new destination for monumental contemporary artworks in AlUla's  landscapes where 
Arts AlUla launches a film series celebrating artists who make large-scale site-specific works. 
Such as Troublemakers unearthing the history of land art during the tumultuous late 1960s and 
early 1970s and Leviathan features pioneer Michael Heizer who has been commissioned to 
create a new work in Wadi AlFann. While Man in a Field explores the work of Jim Denevan who 
was commissioned by Desert X AlUla 2020 for a large scale work in the landscape. 

FAME: Andy Warhol in AlUla
A special exhibition curated for 
AlUla’s award-winning Maraya venue, 
produced in collaboration with The Andy 
Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, offering 
opportunities for local audiences and 
visitors to learn even more about Andy Warhol 
and his work, the exhibition will be 
accompanied by a public program of talks and 
a series of workshops and masterclasses in 
screen printing and design.

Cinema Screenings  - Warhol Weekend
A weekend of screenings about the iconic and influential artist along with a fascinating look 
at the wider themes of art, FAME and celebrity. ̀ Superstar' The Life and Times of Andy Warhol 
and The Three Disappearances of Souad Hosni explores the life of one of Egypt's most 
famous film stars while The Man Who Sold His Skin is an Oscar nominated Arabic language 
feature based on the true story of one of the world's most controversial contemporary artists 
and his attempt to subvert the art world.

With an exciting mix of talent including local, regional, and international artists, performers, 
curators, collectors, photographers and more – AlUla Arts Festival is a revival of AlUla’s ancient 
legacy as a cradle of creativity and cross-cultural exchange. 

At the crossroads of time, space and civilisation, AlUla is undergoing a cultural renaissance 
with art and creativity central to an unfolding visitor destination and the AlUla Arts Festival is 
a key contributor to AlUla’s character, quality of life and economy.

The 2023 AlUla Arts Festival runs from February 16 to February 28 and features a bespoke 
international art exhibition at Maraya, an immersive audio arts tour, live music performances, 
art installations and activations, photography exhibition and much more.

The Living in Colour Guided Tours

Led by Arts AlUla’s Hukat AlFann, the tours will take visitors through the Community Square in 
the Arts District and Oasis to see newly commissioned and temporary public art, including 
community artworks and murals by artist eL Seed, as well as the world’s largest hand-painted 
urban carpet in AlJadidah. The duration of the ticketed tour is 75 minutes, though visitors can 
also conduct a self-guided tour with the help of Arts AlUla’s print and digital guides.

Fringe – Performing Arts Festival

This performing and street arts festival, located 
on AlJadidah Street, offers 360-degree 
entertainment for audiences of all ages and 
abilities, with performances that are primarily 
focused on entertainment, such as street 
artists, and others that offer a more intellectual 
and inspirational approach, such as 
site-specific performances.

Of  Myhrr and Silver Scent 
Walking Tours

A sensory performative walk exploring 
the history of the Incense Road through 
scent and sound, exploring stories and 
poetic memories. Guided by performers, 
bespoke scent design, sound and 
poetry, this guided walk takes you 
on a journey through time and space.

AlUla Cinema Week

In partnership with the Red Sea International Film Festival, the cosy and atmospheric outdoor 
cinema in AlJadidah will offer a curated mix of Saudi, Arab and International films. Talks and a 
photography exhibition of Egyptian female cinema icons will complement the program.

About AlUla Moments

AlUla Moments is AlUla’s new home of events. The brand was launched at the 
end of 2021 and introduced four new festivals to celebrate and unlock AlUla’s 
stories, uncover its secrets and celebrate local and international cultures. With 
7000 years of civilisations and home to some of the most sophisticated ancient 
Kingdoms of antiquity, AlUla is no stranger to social gathering and cultural 
celebrations. 

The four festivals introduced were Winter at Tantora, which returned to celebrate 
heritage, culture and music, in addition to the AlUla Skies, AlUla Arts and AlUla 
Wellness Festival.

The festivals offered a selection of experiences in art, culture, music, nature, 
wellness, equestrian, food and astronomy. All of which were celebrating the 
culture, history and legacy of AlUla and the civilisations that once called the land 
of AlUla their home.

In 2023, AlUla Moments presents five major festivals and six marque events, 
including the return of Winter at Tantora, AlUla Wellness Festival, AlUla Arts 
Festival, AlUla Skies presented by Saudia, AZIMUTH, The Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques Endurance Cup 2023 and the Ancient Kingdoms Festival.
For more information, please visit experiencealula.com/en/alula-moments 

About AlUla

Located 1,100 km from Riyadh, in North-West Saudi Arabia, AlUla is a place of 
extraordinary natural and human heritage. The vast area, covering 22,561km², 
includes a lush oasis valley, towering sandstone mountains and ancient cultural 
heritage sites dating back thousands of years to when the Lihyan and 
Nabataean kingdoms reigned. 

The most well-known and recognised site in AlUla is Hegra, Saudi Arabia’s first 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. A 52-hectare ancient city, Hegra was the principal 
southern city of the Nabataean Kingdom and is comprised of 111 well-preserved 
tombs, many with elaborate facades cut out of the sandstone outcrops 
surrounding the walled urban settlement. 

Current research also suggests Hegra was the most southern outpost of the 
Roman Empire after the Roman’s conquered the Nabataeans in 106 CE.

In addition to Hegra, AlUla is also home to ancient Dadan, the capital of the 
Dadan and Lihyan Kingdoms and considered to be one of the most developed 
1st millennium BCE cities of the Arabian Peninsula, and Jabal Ikmah, an open-air 
library of hundreds of inscriptions and writings in many different languages. Also 
AlUla Old Town, a labyrinth of more than 900 mudbrick homes developed from 
at least the 12th century, and Hijaz Railway and Hegra Fort, key sites in the story 
and conquests of Lawrence of Arabia.

For more information, please visit: www.experiencealula.com
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ALULA ARTS FESTIVAL 2023

HIGHLIGHTS

The second annual AlUla Arts Festival takes place February 16th – 28th and spreads colours 
across the entirety of AlUla’s stunning natural landscape, indoors and outdoors.
Highlight features of this year’s edition throughout AlUla and beyond include:

100 Best Arabic Posters 
This colourful exhibit, organised by the German 
University of Cairo, features a jury-selected 
selection of the best Arabic graphically designed 
posters from the previous year, resulting in a 
one-of-a-kind bespoke archived collection.

The Resonant Shell
An immersive art experience by artists Nathalie 
Harb and Youmna Saba to present an 
immersive contemporary art installation that 
responds to AlUla’s landscapes and culture. 
Offering participants, a compelling experience 
aligned with the theme of silence and 
meditation.

Andy Warhol, Liz, 1964. The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh; Founding 
Collection, Contribution The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. 
2023  ©  1998.1.2374 The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. / 
Licensed by DACS, London.
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https://www.experiencealula.com/en/alula-moments

https://www.experiencealula.com/

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kLf0zYXizqx-1607LIIxcx5JXk8_wSUU



