


































































An unsurprisingly glorious island sunrise, as seen from the Kavaratti Eastern Jetty.
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON 

Lakshadweep’s coral patches are critical shallow water environments rich in marine diversity and productivity. 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



The early morning sun accompanies a ship to harbour on Kavaratti’s eastern side. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE

Keeping the corals unharmed remains the main priority for our divers as they conduct their research. 
PHOTO BY WENZEL PINTO
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and goods from ships to the islands.  PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE

The famed Kavaratti potato patch is a popular dive spot known for its massive  
dome-shaped colony of the Pavona clavus coral. PHOTO BY ROHAN ARTHUR



After completing the journey from the mainland to Lakshadweep, islanders regularly have to undertake a second 
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PHOTO BY ROHAN ARTHUR



For a distant island like Bitra, the inter-island vessels serve as lifelines.
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

Years of research conducted by our divers on Lakshadweep’s reefs provide us with critical data  
regarding the changes taking place in the island ecosystem. PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



The Bitra jetty functions as the essential gateway to and from the island’s massive lagoon. 
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

An eye-catching foursaddle grouper makes a wary face while having its picture taken. 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Manjus herald the arrival of essential goods and services and lead to busy scenes as seen here at the Kadmat Jetty. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE
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PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Just like people on the land, Lakshadweep's boats too seem to gather together and enjoy the pretty sights  
of the lagoon. PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE

Marine life thrives on top of these Acropora and Pocillopora corals in a Lakshadweep lagoon.
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Kiltan’s lagoon may be relatively shallow but it still offers a beautifully safe harbour  
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A common inhabitant of Lakshadweep’s coral reefs, the whitetip reef shark 
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Kavaratti’s western jetty functions as the origin point for many inter-island vessels in the Lakshadweep. 
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON
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While the shipwrecks at Minicoy and Kavaratti may get all the attention, this boatwreck  
at Kadmat is a popular landmark too. PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

�+"�,#�1%"�*,/"�!"�!)&"/� /"�12/"0�#,2+!�&+���(0%�!4""-�4�1"/0n�1%"�1�00")"!�0 ,/-&,+Y0%�&0��+�"5-"/1�&+� �*,2Z�$"o 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



�%&0�)20%�0"�$/�00�*"�!,4�#/,*���!*�1�&+�:88:�&0�+,4���/")& �,#�1%"�-�01n��)1%,2$%�/&$,/,20�"##,/10��/"��"&+$�*�!"�
by NCF and others to revive this vital ecosystem for the ecological well-being of the islands. PHOTO BY ROHAN ARTHUR
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Islanders gather to purchase fresh tuna catch from a returning boat at Kadmat, a sight common across all islands.
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE

A compact stony coral type with vibrant colours, Acropora plays a vital role in maintaining reef strength.
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Freshly caught tuna is cleaned on the Kavaratti lagoon beach before being processed in the maas-making vat.
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE
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found in the crevices of Lakshadweep’s reef walls. PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Tuna is boiled in huge vats, cured and dried on the beach before being made into maas across the Lakshadweep. 
PHOTO BY ROHAN ARTHUR

A single colony of the Pavona clavus coral can grow to be quite massive. 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY
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The colour blue is known for its multiple shades, the beautiful varieties of which  
can be seen in any Lakshadweep lagoon. PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

A dominant reef builder, this Platygyra sinensis coral stands out for its vivid green colour. 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Even the smallest things exude a sense of beauty in the Lakshadweep, such as these waves in  
Kavaratti containing a rainbow within them. PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

Spawning in progress for the Ramisyllis multicauda, a tiny cylindrical-shaped sea worm which lives inside sponges. 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



A distant view of Andrott’s breakwater jetty, located on the northern side unlike other islands.  
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

A wire coral gobi at home on the coral which gives it its name. 
PHOTO BY ROHAN ARTHUR
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covered with whitish plates surrounding a colourful central disc. PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



A ship’s-eye view of Chetlat from the sea. 
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON

A large but rare stingray species, the porcupine ray can be usually  
found feeding on the bottom of Lakshadweep’s lagoons. PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



A distant view of Bitra and its surrounding reef from the sea. 
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON
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The Primary School at Andrott sees students line up to attend NCF’s Kadal Kathakal exhibition. 
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON
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against the blackish lagoon waters at night. PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



School children enthusiastically participate at NCF’s Kadal Kathakal exhibition stall at Andrott.  
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE
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Attendees at Chetlat participate in various activities at NCF’s Kadal Kathakal exhibition. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE
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A group of boys indulge in  a football match on the beach against the backdrop of a setting sun in Agatti. 
PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON
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which helps preserve coral reef ecosystems. PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



Fishing at the Kavaratti Eastern Jetty is a favourite pasttime for many islanders. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE
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A captured squid lies motionless on the Kavaratti Eastern Jetty before the setting sun. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN GEORGE
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underwater plants but are infact marine animals with the ability to crawl or glide from place to place. 
PHOTO BY ROHAN ARTHUR
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A type of sea lily, the Stephanometra tenuipinna feeds by unfolding its arms to catch plankton from sea currents. 
PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY
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a sight to behold, as evident here at Kadmat. PHOTO BY SOMESH S. MENON
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responsible for keeping the reef ecosystem healthy and the islands safe, PHOTO BY MAYUKH DEY



F U T U R E  P L A N S 
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Islands came from and where they are going. Melem Keezhem is also an effort in 
that direction – to learn from the past, to inform the present, and safeguard the 
Lakshadweep future, above land and below water. 
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them in future volumes of the Melem Keezhem booklet, as well as circulating  
them through the Melem Keezhem WhatsApp campaign which continues to run  
in parallel on the islands.  

Another exciting project we are working on to shed light on Lakshadweep’s many 
wonders is the setting up of a comprehensive online archive – soon to go live at  
www.thelakshadweep.com - which will showcase not only all of NCF’s work in 
Lakshadweep through the years but also poems, drawings, recipes, interviews, songs, 
photos, documents and many other materials sourced from the islands.  

Melem Keezhem is our labour of love for a place that will occupy our minds and hearts 
forever regardless of where we are in the world. We have been warmly welcomed by 
1%"�&0)�+!� ,**2+&16�#,/�*,/"�1%�+�:=�6"�/0��+!�4"�4�+1�1,�!,�,2/��"01�1,�"+02/"�1%"�
islands are around to welcome others with their beauty for hundreds more. 

Follow our journey on Instagram @oceans_ncf or WhatsApp us at +91 6360 556 945.  

PS. We have regretfully been unable to visit Minicoy as yet and look forward to doing that soon!







Vol. 1
2022

A labour of love by 
Oceans and Coasts Programme,

Nature Conservation Foundation.

ദ�ീപിെന അതിയായി സ്േനഹി��െകാ�്
ഓഷ�ൻസ് ആൻഡ് േകാ�്സ് േ്രപാ്രഗാം, 
േന�ർ കൺസർേവഷൻ ഫൗേ�ഷൻ.

Glimpses from the Laks
had

we
ep

ല
�

ദ�ീ
പിേല�് ഒ� എ�

ിേനാ�ം

www.ncf-india.org/oceans-and-coasts
@oceans_ncf

ല
�

ദ�ീപിേല�് ഒ� എ�
ിേന

ാ�
ം

Gl
im

ps
es 

from the Lakshadweep


