
Once they find that perfect nest, the female seals 
herself in with her droppings, leaving just a slit for 
the male to feed her and the chicks. Nest entry 
dates range from 22 March to 1 May in Buxa 
Tiger Reserve, however they mostly nest in the 
last week of April.

March—April

NEST ENTRY AND SEALING  
BY FEMALE

The chick  fledges during the rainy season.  
The mother hornbill usually comes out first.  
And the chick follows. Sometimes, the chick 
emerges a day or two later. Nest exit dates in 
Buxa Tiger Reserve: 19 July to 8 August. The 
nesting cycle is from 99 to 121 days.

july—mid-august

NEST EXIT AND FLEDGING

After the chick emerges, parents teach it how to 
find food and survive for a few months. Juveniles 
of both sexes look like the male. As they age, 
black ridges appear on their beak and the color 
changes if it is a female.

POST-FLEDGING

A male hornbill will try hard to please his mate 
with gifts of fruit. If she accepts him, together, 
they look for a suitable large cavity to nest in.

NEST SEARCHING AND  
PRE-BREEDING COURTSHIP

february—march
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How 
hornbills 
breed

RUFOUS-NECKED HORNBILL

For about 100-120 days, the male is busy 
bringing many goodies for the female and the 
chick. The diet consists of lots of fruits, and also  
a variety of insects and sometimes, crabs.

CHICK HATCHING AND  
DEVELOPMENT INSIDE NEST

april—july

Watching Rufous-necked Hornbills during the 
breeding season is such a fascinating experience.
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