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Meet Joyshree, the myrmecologist who is ANTENNAE ARE BENT
mad about ants. AT AN ANGLE

? Why ants? NARHOW

Joyshree: Well, many reasons! For one, ants are
trulY social animals just like humans. They live in
well-organised colonies. Also, there are so many
trillions of ants that their weight would account for
about 15-20% of the total weight of all animals

on land!
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THEY BUILD
NESTS ON TREES, OR
UNDERGROUND NESTS A COLONY HA
THAT HAVE TUNNELS MOST
AND CHAMBERS. FEMALE AN

.

NESTS ARE RULED BY
ONE, OR SOMETIMES

SEVERAL QUEENS. 7 THE REST ARE EITHER WORKERS
&7 Q - WHO GO OUT AND FIND FOOD,
TEND. TO THE QUEENS' EGGS AND
YOUNG ONES...

...OR SOLDIERS WHO
SPECIALISE IN PROTECTING
THE NEST FROM INVADERS,
CLEAR PATHS FOR THE

THE MALES (DRONES) WORKERS AND HELP BREAK

STAY INSIDE THE NEST OPEN HARD SEEDS.
AND WAIT FOR THE
FUTURE QUEENS TO

? How do | know if I'm looking at an ant
or a termite?

Joyshree: Good question. Most of us mistake
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termites for ants. The differences are illustrated \';IRONT PAIR OF :
on the right. INGS ARE ) :
LARGER Termite
. ' WHEN THE TIME
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COMES, DRONES
AND PRINCESS ANTS

¢ ALL GROW WINGS. R
u THEY ALY OUT WITH
Spy on an Ant family ANTS FROM OTHER
COLONIES AND MATE.
What you need:
Some sugar, a bit of cardboard, a couple of stones A MATED PRINCESS e
nd r field diary. ANT LAYS HER EGGS
gl i ary DIE SOON
IN A SAFE PLACE 5 e TER
N T
Find an ant, follow it and locate its colony/nest. HERSELE-AS THE °
STEP 2: QUEEN.

—  — AT

A metre or so away from the nest (if you don’t find a nest, an ant trail will do),
where you see ants wandering about, place the cardboard, weigh it down with the
stones and put the sugar on it.

STEP 3:
Note down the following in your field diary:

a. How soon after you place the sugar do the ants find it?

b. Record the number of ants on the site every 2 minutes, for 10 minutes.

c. Do the same with different kinds of food like salt, lemon, green vegetables,
a bit of a boiled egg, maybe even a dead insect. If you find a different kind
of ant, compare their preferences.
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WRITE TO US!

Have you seen an interesting ant family around you?

Send us your observations and drawings at edu@ncf-india.org!
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