
Argentina captain Lionel Messi fulfills his hero late Diego Maradona’s wish of winning the greatest prize in world football with a 
nerve-wracking penalty shootout victory over France. Messi himself scored a brace in the final something even Maradona couldn’t

DOHA: Lionel Messi finally achieved 
his World Cup dream as Argentina 
won its third crown on penalties 
following one of  the greatest finals 
in the tournament’s history at 
Lusail Stadium. 

Argentina won 4-2 in the 
shootout after a spectacular 
game which developed into 
the much-anticipated con-
frontation between the 
35-year-old maestro Messi 
and his France opposite 
number Kylian Mbappe, 
who scored a hat-trick - the 
first in a World Cup final 
since 1966 - but still ended up on the 
losing side. 

Messi looked to be securing the 
one major honour missing from his 
glittering collection in comfort as 
Argentina cruised into a two-goal 
lead, only for an explosive interven-

tion from Mbappe turned a spectacu-
lar encounter on its head with two 
goals inside a minute late on. 

Messi had given Argentina lead 
from the penalty spot in the 23rd 
minute following Ousmane Dembe-

le’s foul on Angel Di Ma-
ria. It made him the first 
player in World Cup histo-
ry to score in the group 
stage, last 16, quarter-fi-
nal, semi-final and final of 
a single tournament. He 
then contributed a deli-
cate touch within a mag-
nificent counter-attack 
that ended with Bright-

on’s Alexis Mac Allister setting up 
Di Maria for the second 13 minutes 
later. 

Argentina was untroubled until 
the closing stages, only for Mbappe 
to give France a lifeline from the 
penalty spot with nine minutes left - 

then restore equality with a magnif-
icent volley moments later. 

Messi bundled Argentina back in 
front in extra time, but Mbappe 
completed his treble from the 
spot two minutes from the end of 
a frantic, chaotic added spell. 

And so it went to penalties, 
with the two greats opening 
the scoring. But Argentina and As-
ton Villa goalkeeper Emiliano Mar-
tinez saved from Kingsley Coman, 
before Aurelian Tchouameni 
missed, leaving Gonzalo Montiel to 
win the World Cup. 

Messi, a World Cup winner at last, 
collapsed to his knees in the centre 
circle and was engulfled by jubilant 
Argentina team-mates. 

Result: Argentina 3 (Messi 23-pen, 
108; Di Maria 36) drew with France 3 
(Mbappe 80-pen, 81, 118-pen). 
Argentina won 4-2 on penalties

MBAPPE’S HAT-TRICK IN VAIN

2002
The last time a 

non-European team won 
a World Cup. Brazil won 

2-0 beating Germany

44
At the age of 44, 

Argentina’s Lionel 
Scaloni becomes the 

youngest manager to win 
a World Cup

5
Number of penalties 

Argentina received in 
this World Cup. That is 

the most for a team in a 
single edition

2
Argentina became the 

second team after Spain 
in 2010 to win the World 
Cup after losing its first 

match

Argentina fans in Buenos Aires celebrate Lionel Messi’s opening goal against 
France in the World Cup final on Sunday. Messi won his first World Cup in his 
fifth and final attempt after Argentina beat France 4-2 on penalties. The match 
finished 3-3 after extra time

ARGIANTINA

Qatar’s 2022 World Cup ends 
with glittering ceremony 
DOHA: Tens of  thousands of  soccer 
fans wearing French and Argentini-
an colours gathered at Doha’s Lusail 
stadium on Sunday. 

The throngs overcrowded Doha’s metro 
with Qatar Rail delaying access to the 
stations as a modest closing ceremony 
kicked off inside the stadium with 
dancers celebrating “A Night to 
Remember.” Thirty minutes before 
kick off, the stadium appeared 
three-quarters full. 

The crowd watched Qatar’s air force 
planes flying over Lusail as the Gulf 
state also celebrated its national day, 
with thousands of police forces, 
including anti-riot units armed with 
water canons, securing the area. 

France’s Mbappe and Argentina’s 

Messi, both playing for the Qa-
tari-owned club, are also a reminder of 
Qatar’s influence on global soccer 
beyond the Fifa World Cup organisa-
tion. 

“Our parents talked to us about 
Maradona, and we will talk to our sons 
about Messi ... We are thrilled that he 
finally won the cup, and we can 
celebrate with him and all the people in 
Argentina,” said Nicolas Gomez, a fan 
from Argentina. 

Thousands also gathered outside the 
stadium to watch the game on giant 
screens: “We have no tickets. We are 
here for the national day and because 
the players might come out after the 
finish. We wanted to just see them,” 
said Shafeek Mydheea, a tourist from 
Dubai.

I can’t believe 
that we are 

world 
champions 
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Lionel Messi became 
the first player to 

score in all rounds of 
a World Cup
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Of the six goals 
Messi scored in this 

tournament, five 
have been penalties

5
Argentina captain 

Lionel Messi scored his 
12th World Cup goal in 

his 26th appearance

12

Argentina scored its first 
goal in a World Cup final 
since its 3-2 triumph over 

West Germany in 1986

This is Argentina’s third 
World Cup triumph, two 
behind all-time record 

holder Brazil and  
one behind Germany  

and Italy

1986
Argentina wins its third World Cup 

and first since 1986 when Diego 
Maradona was the captain 

3
Argentina’s Lionel Scaloni is the third 
manager to win both Copa America 

and World Cup 

Lionel Messi wins his 
second Golden Ball after 

claiming it in 2014

Kylian Mbappe won the 
Golden Boot after 

finishing with 8 goalsSUCCESS AT 
FINAL ATTEMPT

REACTIONS
This is the best game 
of football I’ve ever 
watched. Every emotion 
displayed and felt for 120 
minutes and then through 
every take from the spot. 
What a show. What a 
sport. Lionel Messi
Sunil Chhetri

This will be remembered as one of 
the most thrilling Football matches! 
Congrats to Argentina on becoming 
#FIFAWorldCup Champions! They’ve 

played brilliantly through the 
tournament. Millions of Indian fans 

of Argentina and Messi rejoice in the 
magnificent victory!

Narendra Modi

You are football God
Raman Vijayan

Ok if I have a heart 
attack it’s cause 
I’m watching this 
#FIFAWorldCup
Serena Williams

France’s young forward Kylian 
Mbappe dragged his team to 
the penalty shootout with a 

hat-trick, but his effort  
eventually went in vain

2Mbappe 
became 
only the 

second player 
to score a 
hat-trick at 
the World 
Cup final

4Number of 
goals Mbappe 
has scored in 

World Cup finals, 
most by any player

5Mbappe 
became only 
the fifth player 

to score in multiple 
World Cup finals

12
Goals 
Mbappe has 
netted across 
two editions 
of the World 
Cup  

97 
 
 

Seconds 
between 
Mbappe’s 
first and 
second goals


