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APPEAL TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BAR 

It LS d,stresslng to note that the members of some of the Bar Associations in 
differe'lt p.1rts of the Stelle of Karnatalta are frequently resor1ing to acts of absta111t"9 
from or boycotting the Courts for various reasons_ Such acts ol abstalmng from the 
Courts cause 1n1erference In the administration of justice Such acts al5o c.1use 
Inconvenience .1nd pre;udice to the htigant.5s 

Reporu received from the D.stnct Courts show t'1at some of the reasons for 
boycott/abstain,ng were amendment to Motor Vehicles Act pohce atroc11i,s. assault 
on advocates, death of advocates. demand for forma:ion of dtStrict. U'T1plement.1tion 
of Irrigation proj?ct. e'lcroachment of Court property. arrest or mini.sters demise of 
Ram Jetmal.lnl Sus'ima Swarnj, Arun Jelley e:c. Dur1119 last ltw months la•ge number 
of such 1nclde"lts have been reponed to me. nee reports and the chart prepared by 
the Registry gtves a clear ple1ure of the number of working do� lost together 111 .ill 
dutricts. Abou: 3S7 Court working days have been lost dunng the penod 27-05-2019 
to 24-10-2019 due to boycott by the 1.3•,•iyers_ 

Or. 8.RAmbedkar in his famous last speMh in the Constitue'11 Assembly 25'" 

November 1949 su1ted as lollov,-s·-

·,f ,.,e wish 10 m.1int4ir, dem<Xr"O' nor mert'fy in form b11t 4/so in filct. ..+-41
muff we do' Th• fir1t thing In my judg�nt w, must do ls to hold f4st to 
comtiturioNI m.thods of 11chl•llin9 our sod6( 11nd ,conomlc objtttlvn. It 
muns 1W must 111>.Jndon th• bloody m11thods of r,volution. It m,,ru that -
must 11wndon th, m,thod of c{vU duolwd/rnc,. non-cooJNr•lion •nd 
S6ty.tgnh.l. Wh•n th•n ..,.,_, no w11y 1,11 for constitution.ti m,thod_s for 
achlning «anomic •nd soci,I ob/Htlws. th,,. w•s II g�t dul of 
Justific.ttlon for unconstltutlon11I m,thods. But wh,r, corutituti0fl61 m#thods 
.,,. op11n. th,,.. c.tn ,,. no junlflc.ttlon for th.s11 unconstltutiorul m,thods. 
TMse meri>C'ds llrt! notfting but the G111mm,1r of An111dly .,nd tfie soonlff th� 4fP 
Ab.fndon� tl7t> beltl'r for us •

(emphasis suppl:td) 

It Is a settled position of law that the acts of abstaining from Court work or

boycotting the Court proceedings and the acts ol the office bearers of the Bar 
Associations calkng upon the members of the Bar to abstain from the Court work or 
to boycott the Court proceedings ,>mounts to interference vAth admin;stration of 
justice. 

Advocates ,11e the officers of the Court and enJOY special status in soaety. They 
have obligation! and duties to ensure smooth functioning ol the Court. 

_./ 
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The constltution bench of the Hon'b!e Supreme Court of India. in the matter 
of Ex-Qptaln H�ruh llppal !IS. llnlon of lndt., 11nd oth11r,, reported ln (100]) 1 
sec 45, NS held as follows:• 

·;s) l11 conclus,on It u h,ld t!Yt uwy.r, ,,..,,. no right to go on strln or glv. 11
c.11/ for boycott not ,v,n on ,1 tolt11n strlJ,11. Thi, prol<'It if any is rtquifit!d c,n
only � by giving p:es.s st,1r11�nrs. 1V interviews. <:11',yrng ovr of Covr. pr�Ises
bJnntYs ,tnd/or pl,1<,•rris. •�-'Nl9 b(i,ct or .. h,r.. or 1ny colour ,mn b.mds. �,�Iv/
p,otK'r m,tr<hes ourside 11nd 1w.1y from Court premises. 90mg on dl'ldmas or ""17
ldltS e:c. It ,s held rh.,r IJ11rers holding V.1l.1/JIs on bt!"3// of thcv ct,cn:s c.innot
""'st ro 11rrcnd Cm,rts 111 pvNuJn<:e of., cilfl for stnke or boycott All l.1.t··�n must
boldly refuse to Jb1de by ,my c,1/1 tor stnl11 or bo;�o/1 No lnwyer c,11 bl! vu,tt!d with
11ny .1d1·e,-se constquences by t.�e A.uoc1<1t:on Of the Coi:ncrl ;,nd no t!lrt!Jt Of
cormon of Jny nJtvrc indudin9 thJr of e,p.,lston c,,,, b11 held out It if h� rh.Jt no
Sar Council or e.,, Auocr.won <Jn pe1:n,1 ul/1r9 of a m�ti,119 leor purpasu of
cons1dcn119., <JI/ for std q er �oft ,1r,d 1t'Qu1'J1flon. if .iny. for such mrt'r-:ng must
be ignorrd It ts hl!/11 th,U or./y ,n the rJrt's: ol r,rt' C<IS<'S wh<'rt' t/:t' d19niry. in�grity
o1nd v:dt>�nr:fen,,. c' tht' 8.Jt and/er the 8t"nch ""' <1t stak� Courts m,1y I9norr (rum
,,1 blind t')t') to., p10rest Jbstent.an l10m wc,1 for not mo,e tl:,111 one dJy. II ,s tH>vig
dJtilii!d lhJt it wilt t,,. for tht' Court 10 dt'Cide ,vl:t'/il('r o, 1•ot t.�,. 1nU<" 11:wolvt'S
d19mry 01 lnte9nty or independence ol tl>t' 8,u dlla/Of tht' Bt'r>Ch. Thl!ft!fcrie ir. =h
casn the Prt'si:/enl of the 8dr mu11 1irst com.ult tnr Chit'f luff;(,. or tf:t' District
Judgr bt>!ort> Advocarn d«idt! to .rbsMt thi,mse.•�s from Co11rt The decision of
1hr Chit!/ Justice 01 the O/stnct Jvd9I' 1wo<1:d '"' fu1.1I Jnd h,we to� 110:dt!d by tM
8.11 It ls hr-Id tlvt Courrs .,rr uf1d� no obl,9.1rion to .tdjourn mJtlers b�vu
Llwy,,n ,,rt> on srlikt On tht' co.�trdtY, tt is tht' dvry of 11/1 Coum to 90 OJI with
mat/en 011 their bcJrr:!s t'>'t.'n in the .Jbsence of t, ... ycrs In othi,r words. Courts must
not be p.11vy to sttiiet 01 c4/L1 f:,r boJ-CO/!$ It ls held th.It ,r a l.11•yer. hotr:f:ng .,
IV.ib!.tt o' J cl1Mt .lbJtJi,u f;orn Jt:ending Court due to I/ sinkr c.r!l ht! sh.r/1 �
�rsor:J!/y li.1bl!! to p.,y costs ,.,.,:ch sh.Y!I bl! ifl .rddition to d,1rru9t's ,vhidl hr m:ght
h.Jllt' to p,y his c/:enr for loss svfft'�d tJy him.

.J6) It is now hoped rhi!r l'l1tll rt:, 11bc� d.1nlle.trfons. t/J6rf' wilt� no stnkt'S 
and/or c11//s fo, boycott It is hoprd tlr•t btttt'r SMSt' mil prt'V4il .rnd ult rpstr.,int 
...-ill� t'rtrrised Tht' Pt'tit,oru stand di.spost!d off 11uordingty. •

<=phasis supplied) 

Further. the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India. in the matter of Kruhrult,nt 
r,m,1k11r !IS. St11t11 of M11dhp Pr,dnh. reported ln (1018) 17 sec 17. hJs held as 
follows:• 

·so. Accordingly, IVl' consid� it n«Ns.11y. with ., vt'tw to ,mforce
fut1d1mt'ntal n'r;ht of sp�y JCC<'fJ to justice under Articles 14 and ll ind la,v uid

by this Covrt to dt't'tt thtt Mlnfstry of uw and Jusriu to prpur1t .1t lt',st I qv;,,rr,1.y 
fit•port on stn'lrevabst.iining !,om 1<-o.,;l; loss raust!d ,ind acri'on propos«J. The 
t1Mtrrr Cifn rht'n'-.Jftrr br ronsidt'rt!d In ,ts rontt"mpt Of /nhc1'N'lt 1urudtction of rllis 
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Court '"" Courr rrvy. h..•ving 't!9"rd ro tht' fKt sitv.ttlOI!. hold t/lJt dit! off/.� 
b,,tr� cl tht' Bir Associlr,on/811 Counnl nho pJss� tht' ,.,fclurion lo, 1tnlt' o, 
1/;,r,1,ning from ..-o� ""' l,.tb:t' ro bf!' fl'nr,w,t'd fr('m appPJnng �.'on> ,,ny Court 
lo, " so«ilic-d pC'nod or unt,/ such hml' o1s t�t'/ Pi.J,Yt! rN:,msl!iVf'f ol contt-rrpr ro 
tht' Yt1.d.1mo,, of t"" Crit! Just;� cl � H,9� Court eonamc-d b,sNI"" ,111 
o1pprop,ur, undtrtJhngl<ondtnons 7ttq m.,y 4/so tH lio1b!f' ro be ft'mowd from 
rht! posir,on of olf:u bt!J'C'f1 01 the SJ, Associ,won for:r, .. ,rr, unnl tht! Cl11t!I Jusrirr 
of tht! H19h Ccu,r <o'>c.mrd w f)"f1T'.IS on ,tn appro;,,i.lr<' undMdltng �"'9 Iii� 
b-/ r�m Th,s mo1y be in ,dd:r/011 to drt/ o:ht!r ,er.on /J',4: m.,y N tdM for'"" uid 
/!Ji!g,1/ o1ru of obstf'IKt,;,9 d«l'SS ro jurt.ct! Th" rmttt!r "'"Y 4/so tH eor.1,dt'r«I by 
l'><S Court on �t;pt of., rt'pctt from Ult! r'19h Courn "" t/lis �,1rd This dOt's not 
d,,t,.,, tt'pc,T/�tirion from any orher SCJtlr(f' t'Yf'fl bt'orr rite ,.,d of a qu.rrtt� ,f 
situJltC'n 10 w;,rr,m:s. •

The membe� of the Bar are very much aware that the High Court has fuced a 
time bound schedule 10 d!.Spose of at! 10 years old cases in our Gvil and Criminal 
Courts. The High Court ,s closely momloring the dispo5<1l of the 10 years old case� 
The High Court's aim lS to ensure th.lt not a single 5 yea� o!d case remains �ending 
in our Civil and CrlmiMl Courts by the end of the ye4r 2020. If we con a:h,e� this 
goal the JudiC'.ary in Kamataka will be first to achieve this mllestone 111 the entite 
COU'ltry 

Hence. I hereby appeal to alt th.e members of all the Bar Ano�i.Jtions i.'l the 
SL!te to ,efrain from abst.lining from the Court worlc or from boycotting the Court 
proceedl1lgs. irrespectwe of the gcnuinl!neu of the cause and not to Indulge in such 
lUtgahties 

Noverrber 12. 2019 

To: 

Ptesidenu & Offlce Bearers of 
Bar/Advocates Associ.ltlons in 
KarnJta�.i 
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