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ONLY BY EMAIL

December 23,2025

Utkarsh Mishra Ms. Kshipra Jatana

Email: utkmishra09@gmail.com Compliance Officer NBDSA

Network18 Media & Investments Limited,
18th Floor, Tower E, Skymark One,

Plot No. H-10/A, Sector-98,

Noida 201301

Email: kshipra.jatana@nw18.com

Dear Sir/Ma’am

Re: Complaint (No. 161) dated 19.07.2025 filed by Mr. Utkarsh Mishra
against broadcasts aired on 05.07.2025 and 06.07.2025 on Zee UP, Zee Bharat,
NDTV and News18
NBDSA considered the captioned complaint at its meeting held on 14.10.2025. The gist
of the complaint, the response received from the broadcaster, News18 and the decision
taken are mentioned below:

Since the complainant was not satisfied with the response received from News 18, the
complaint vis-a-vis News18 was escalated on 05.08.2025 to the second level of redressal
i.e., NBDSA.

Complaint dated 19.07.2025

This complaint is being filed against Zee News for its broadcasts, whereby they have
once again communalized an unverified incident and dubbed the same as Thook jihad.
The term continues to be or allowed to be loosely used, with minimal verification by the
anchors and panellists on the show. According to the accused's statement, the CCTV
footage used as the basis for the conspiracy shows him merely checking whether the
milk had spoiled, but this point of view has not been adequately communicated to
viewers. Despite the fact that no footage exists that actually shows the accused spitting
in the milk, the issue has been framed as a matter of Thook /Doodh Jihad. The claim
that he had falsified his name seems to be the only basis to promote the jihad
conspiracy.

The impugned broadcasts are given below:-

Zee Uttar Pradesh

5/3ul/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sAgDAdBI30
2:13 - 2:52 Reporter

ST 58 QR AFH H Yfad o TR o off § AR UHIHEIR Gof A W §| IR IAS o giod
o 30 QU A H AR Hr TReard & v o gfoer ¢ @ 81 8fdaia O 3R & B oo i
T AT § 3R 3T daner H S G gl T e & O g ST AHGT A AT Tg IS, T8l
Waﬁlmqﬁa‘:ﬁﬁaﬁ%aﬂaﬁ?wml SHF IHoldl SHY Ugdl W H oY ¥
o & §U & TAH AfSA FHA T I FIH T 91 5HA § [ T 3N 7 g & 380 3
T A fEg TARR eI gl g NSA & AT ST A1 IR T $H P AW HT T g3 T 3
TRlel Il IR A AR & A7 AlgFAG RE ¢l Tl SHA AT ATH IoY S am AT| df SHhT
AR 39 S fig Agreem § 3wA

Zee Uttar Pradesh

5/3ul/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbVmf3my0b4
Tickers and Headline mentions Doodh Jihad
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0:00 - 0:25 Anchor:
S & 9I¢ Ush g T TR 3o Y& & 319 Hef &l Fawra g1 9fev 319 o1 St § ¥ Siere

T A §| Afthet TE TER N gl §1 TGAF F T gf¥ H AedleN ¥ HFM A SR g8
Tl I°Y ATH F Th GO ¥ H Y F 3Tel A6h & &of o §| dAfdhed 3T FXd Thar a5l
S # T 3R T A arelr Golrd §3ﬂlw%a€gm?$ﬂﬁ'mé$aﬁv?@v|

0:29 Voice Over:
eI 37T TX o STEY Y T Ssal Wiell AR e ar fohar Toraeht shodetr of fonell oF w1t hr o

AT AR U] 38 i o Y & Sed A Y& el

3:16 - 3:29 Anchor:
ar gfav qEdl 39 ST 3R 5@ QX A T ol & 3T Teh F37 3AST WHA 3TS

i 57 ¥ e & A F o o o TN ofd gV 37 IR A fIRTaR T foram &

Zee Uttar Pradesh

5/3ul/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GP-0voYjgBQ
0:03 - 1:58 Anchor:

FHET 39k Ty H g STATR AT R I g@ W § g AP 3R IR FrEg I § g6 g

fSrere &1 foe 3mar S8 Heg W §H T@l HET 39F T @ & W@ ¢ SR W a3 a9 § 9
g ¥ foIeTe 91T S 39 3@ W@ & 6 9gEre IdISU UgHe ddist 30 W adTd Y 3 ¢ 99 ¥
HE & olell T TRAIC TR ST T@T & F§ gl ST @1 & $Heh IHelldl dHH HATSAE el & et
aE W® & & @ =t e @ §7 dfaue i afsear 337 @ &1 39 9 ST FAr €7 3T ad) o d X
¢ & H1Es A F g Y ol N WS F Th N AT A GeTER g3 §| IEAT & A

W Worars &1 T R AT AHA AT ¥ I3 U of@els H Teh gy dred & Y Fere
1 AT ATA ITAT| T Gl Y aTel T GfAAT HT S 319d O gY & ggael g S A ot

qoq FdTer AT AR ;-

GY T Foolls e ATl frelr off et 1 Tl N W BT § Al TgT A &1 & BrIer 307
T ST T@T AT| ST @ Yeh T g8 ST ST @7 AT Fifeh IR U JARH § 3R gg a1 B
oY S TGT AT| o9l o HEAT & Wl T AT Fhieh g T SEAATS Yol UI6 A giell g Hararet

/g &1 ST STerr 31fAYs giar g1 Aifav 37 A % o fhder @9l &7 3T & Wor fhar| 39
& SR @I AlST| 31T 3 Hed W §H Tl Hyal 3N §AR AU TAH AEHAW s 3R Seir T
TSR TE 8 AT @1 &1 QY ToIaeh! gH erared i ol # SEAATS g fod g/ 0 § 36H &r
$ ¥F 3 W@ gl T RO O ==l #1as a1 8§ 9ea gF fSgie &1 5 9o g areln 4% &
L QU &I STell Ugdlel &1 W e [SgIg a1 Yo

2:38 - 3:43 Anchor:
ar =T 37T §H S Hed W T S| HES IAT @ UEel Y Tolgie 1 o o st ar e
T ST gooll AT IgT AT gg AT 319 T & off & w@r &l

10:36 - 10:52 Anchor

dicem Sfaex a3t Harer adie o U AW o & @t = W @ § O o O gt &
ST T T AT T I § YT ST W & FS AT 4@ W § % oF@ F AW INA 311 @ § 3N
SATH 37T § HiEeH FATST &1 T a4t

The act of food adulteration done by a Hindu lady was defended by the anchor as an act
of personal enmity.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GP-0voYjgBQ
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19:17 - 19:36 Anchor:
3 Tk & ar Y 3HeT Gl geAe Y ar Arfoleh & WA A 3T 0aT Y e dfeht ar fon

o sfigems aTer gk AT Wl A TRAC o G Y @ off AT ar &t FHew § #H O AT FE @ g
foF TET gelrd & 3 & 95 S AT 3R H A G Fg @ § a1 W F1 3T & T W} & A
AN 9T G o 3T G

Zee Bharat

6/Jul/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBjWU23M10U
0:12 - 1:46 Reporter :-

G5 H Yo TSgTe HT AHAT A 37 § AR T qed St gt A1 al 91 A 9o §l
ar Al dfdher 3e A A ve A Snfa #Aerr @ ar AR & 9er A1 dede] e BT A #S A
Al @ gy &dr a1 3R g # A Jgg &1 S AMFHGT § A WA 3T § AR Tg FIS ggelr A
A8 & aF A% v @ H AG Alged & FS W A 3 ald ¥ gy T ATl 0:40 Frelifh Th W
&1 S AT § a8 A AT 81 S & ST Alged dTel 9T § 98 HIT SAIGT WA § it
3! o9 T@T & T gl 39 o)X A S g 3Ten AT 3§H o g A ¥ A Y fSge ar 7@
arAr A T S A NS AT ST LW 7 E AN A E S F yF e F1 AR g Fl
T 37T T 91T TE § T oAb oRI A Fg Sl AqeH § S 9O A HT AT ST @M § al U faRy
ST TG T 3T AT Sl foh 39T ATH deoiehl 38 olish I Tear 1 37sA & TeT U1l g &
IEHT & oflaT MU Tgi W AR T SISl ST by Sh1eT 7T H g, ARTS g1 a §7 AT H ol
F o0 & @ d@as # g [Se1e &1 AT H@H 30T § 38 A T ol AR § 3R T
& T TET 3N A O 9EY 1 Ul H SHA AR URIEIHR S § A gof Al H AT W W §
| ST X § §F T€ SASU| TE SIS 39k B H1 WME & ol & A W T Q| FAT A I
? 39 HY IT Tl fh 38 g H o Y Aemr &

While the anchors of the following broadcasters do not verbally promote the jihad
conspiracy, the POVs of the individuals who are promoting the thook jihad conspiracy
has been highlighted, while the statements of the accused have not been presented.

News18 India

6/Jul/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYbewMTMwDU
Thumbnail and heading mentions Thook Jihad.

NDTV India

5/3ul/25
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/SyUVV_5miV4
Thumbnail and heading mentions Thook Jihad.

Reply dated 04.08.2025 from News 18 India

At the outset, the news item published on its YouTube channel was about a widely
shared video in which it was alleged that a milkman had spat in the milk before its
delivery. The said incident was widely reported across various media channels. The
matter was taken up for investigation by the police, in which they found that the said
milkman had misrepresented his name, and there were reasonable grounds to believe
that he may have indulged in criminal conduct. In view of the same, the police also
detained him while investigating this matter.

Since the issue in question was of great public interest, which concerned the well-being
and safety of consumers, it had covered this news story, to bring to the viewers, the
viral video and allegations made therein. The thumbnail of the news item also depicted
the allegations.

Decision
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NBDSA considered the complaint, response from the broadcaster and viewed the footage
of the broadcast.

NBDSA noted that it had received several complaints over the years regarding the use of
the term “jihad” by various channels while reporting on issues pertaining to a specific
community.

Considering the increasing reliance on such terminology, NBDSA was of the view that it
had become imperative to lay down “Guidelines in respect of the usage of the term
jihad”, which the Members must bear in mind while broadcasting and/or publishing any
news. These Guidelines would be in addition to the Guidelines already issued and
previous Orders passed by NBDSA on the subject.

NBDSA decided to close the complaint and inform the complainant and the broadcaster

accordingly.

This is for your kind information.

Annie Joseph
For & on behalf of NBDSA



