
NYAAYA 
PRAYAANA
FELLOWSHIP

F I R S T  S T E P S  T O W A R D  L A S T - M I L E
A C C E S S  T O  J U S T I C E

A  1 2 - m o n t h  f e l l o w s h i p
t h a t  t a k e s  l a w y e r s  a n d
l a w  g r a d u a t e s  a c r o s s  t h e
l e n g t h  a n d  b r e a d t h  o f
K a r n a t a k a  t o  d r i v e
m e a n i n g f u l  a c c e s s  t o
j u s t i c e !

A N  I N I T I A T I V E  B Y  K A R N A T A K A  S T A T E  L E G A L  
S E R V I C E S  A U T H O R I T Y  A N D  O U T L A W E D  I N D I A



ABOUT THE PARTNERSHIP!
The N y a a y a  P r a y a a n a  F e l l o w s h i p  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  i s  a
f i rs t-of- i ts-k ind co l laborat ion between the
K a r n a t a k a  S t a t e  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  A u t h o r i t y
( K S L S A )  and O u t L a w e d  I n d i a  L e g a l - E d
F o u n d a t i o n ,  to  t ra in  and deploy  Para legal
Volunteers  as  f ront l ine  just ice  workers  across
dist r icts  of  Karnataka .  Th is  Fe l lowship  is  a  cal l
to  young legal  minds to  become Prayāṇ ikaru  –
voyagers  who wi l l  charter  new ter r i tor ies  in  the
pursu i t  o f  access ib le  just ice .



YOUR JOURNEY BEGINS HERE!

                         spending a  year  not  conf ined
to of f ices  or   boardrooms,  but  t ravel ing
across  the length and breadth of  Karnataka
– f rom the cof fee p lantat ions  of
Chikkamagaluru  to  the water fa l ls  o f
Sh ivamogga,  f rom the ancient  s t ructures  of
Hampi  to  the coasta l  wonders  of  Mangaluru .  

As  a  N y a a y a  P r a y a a n a  F e l l o w ,  you ' l l  embark
on a  t ransformat ive  12-month  journey
work ing wi th  lawyers ,  judges ,  courts ,  and
communit ies  to  bui ld  a  grassroots  paralegal
movement  in  Karnataka .  

I n  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  j u s t  o n e  l e g a l  a i d
l a w y e r  f o r  e v e r y  1 6 , 0 0 0  c i t i z e n s ,  the  gap in
access  to  just ice  is  s tark .  

Now more than ever ,  we need committed
indiv iduals  who are  pass ionate  about
br idging th is  d iv ide — through upsk i l l ing and
becoming cata lysts  for  legal  empowerment
at  the grassroots .

IMAGINE



The Para legal  Vo lunteer  Scheme (PLV Scheme) ,
int roduced by the Nat ional  Legal  Serv ices  Author i ty
(NALSA)  in  2009 is  an in i t iat ive  that  pos i t ions  Para legal
Volunteers  (PLVs)  as  the f i rs t  l ine  of  response wi th in
India ’s  legal  a id  f ramework .  

Drawn f rom diverse  backgrounds—including teachers ,
community  leaders ,  and socia l  workers—PLVs are
intended to  serve as  v i ta l  l inks  between
underrepresented communit ies  and the formal  just ice
system,  ensur ing access  to  legal  support  and
advancing the mandate of  the  Legal  Serv ices
Author i t ies .  They take on severa l  respons ib i l i t ies :

HOLD ON: WHO ON EARTH
IS A PARA-LEGAL
VOLUNTEER?

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l ,  a  s t a g g e r i n g  r e a l i t y  p e r s i s t s :
P L V s  a c r o s s  I n d i a  r e m a i n  l a r g e l y  u n d e r u t i l i z e d ,  w i t h
l e s s  t h a n  2 5 %  n a t i o n w i d e  p a r a l e g a l  d e p l o y m e n t .



OutLawed India  (OL  Ind ia)  is  a  Sect ion 8  not-for-prof i t
work ing towards enabl ing last-mi le  just ice  del ivery .
Founded in  2019 ,  the  organisat ion focuses  on bui ld ing
a new cadre of   leaders—Nyaaya Mi t ras—to prov ide
f i rs t-point-of-contact  legal-aid .

Nyaaya Mi t ras  are  paralegals  t ra ined to  prov ide key
legal  serv ices  and l ia ise  wi th  important  s takeholders
l i ke  lawyers ,  po l ice ,  sub-regist rar ,  and more .

S ince 2023 ,  OL  Ind ia  has t ra ined and successfu l ly
deployed mult ip le  cohorts  of  para legals  wi th  8 5 %
w o m e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and s ign i f icant  representat ion
f rom marginal i zed communit ies .  Nyaaya Mi t ras  have
reached out  to  more than 3 5 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  through
th is  in i t iat ive .

THE TEAM YOU’LL BE
JOINING: OUTLAWED INDIA!

Mamatha guided her client
through a complex POCSO
matter,  and even went with
the victim to the Deputy
Police Commissioners office

Mercy filed an RTI  
regarding water supply, and
got the authorities to install
a tap that is helping 200+
migrant families

Priya helped a domestic
violence victim get an FIR
lodged, staying with her at
the station for many hours

MEET (SOME OF) OUR NYAAYA MITRAS

MAMATHA MERCY PRIYA



THE FELLOWSHIP: 
YOUR 12-MONTH ODYSSEY

You ' l l  be  part  o f  an except ional  cohort  o f  legal
profess ionals  work ing wi th  se lect  D is t r ict  Legal
Serv ices  Author i t ies  (DLSAs)  across  Karnataka .  As  a
Fe l low,  you wi l l  be  leading Karnataka 's  f i rs t  s tate-wide
KSLSA-sanct ioned PLV t ra in ing and deployment
in i t iat ive .

I .   B u i l d i n g  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n

I I .  P L V  T r a i n i n g

I I I .  D e p l o y m e n t  S u p p o r t

I V .  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

You wi l l  assess  each d is t r ict—
uncover ing local  legal
chal lenges and teaming up
with  DLSAs ,  po l ice ,  lawyers ,
courts ,  and NGOs.

You wi l l  t ra in  PLVs  over
mult ip le  sess ions  & ref resher
courses  targeted at  bu i ld ing
cr i t ica l  legal  sk i l l s ,  whi le  a lso
bui ld ing re lat ionships  wi th
DLSA & government  of f ic ia ls .

You wi l l  support  the  DLSA wi th
plac ing PLVs  in  pol ice  stat ions
and pr isons .  You wi l l  he lp
organise  legal  a id  camps,
moni tor  cases ,  and more!

F inal ly ,  Fe l lows wi l l  equip
each DLSA to  independent ly
and susta inably  cont inue the
programme through
knowledge-transfer  sess ions
and handover  reports !



You’ l l  put  your  legal  acumen to the test  by t ra in ing PLVs
and exper iment  with  cutt ing-edge tools  l ike  legal  A I
chatbots  and dig i ta l  t rack ing systems.  Your  research and
f ie ld ins ights  wi l l  shape  legal  a id pol icy  br iefs ,  and upon
complet ion ,  you’ l l  graduate with  cert i f icates and
recommendat ion let ters  that  open doors  to  impactfu l
careers  in  law,  pol icy ,  and beyond.  A l l  whi le  having
contr ibuted to del iver ing qual i ty  legal  a id to  underserved
indiv iduals  and communit ies .

A ₹50,000 monthly stipend invested in your potential. 
Fully covered travel and accommodation across your

assigned districts for the purpose of this program. 

WHY YOU SHOULD EMBARK
ON THIS PRAYAANA!

As a Fe l low,  you’ l l  gain
unmatched f ie ld  exper ience
managing legal  a id programs
across mult ip le  d ist r icts—
work ing di rect ly  wi th   DLSAs ,   
lawyers ,  and the pol ice .  Guided
by dual  mentors  f rom OutLawed
India and KSLSA,  you’ l l  learn
from leading legal  and social
sector  experts .  

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO SEE
KARNATAKA LIKE NEVER BEFORE;
NOT AS A TOURIST, BUT AS A
CATALYST FOR CHANGE.



L A W  G R A D U A T E  ( 3  O R  5 - Y E A R )  F R O M  A  R E C O G N I Z E D
U N I V E R S I T Y

BEFORE YOU PACK YOUR
BAGS, CHECK FOR THE
TRAVEL ESSENTIALS!

Dig i ta l ly  f luent  wi th  good grasp over  Exce l  and A I  too ls  

People-centr ic  wi th  the abi l i ty  to  engage indiv iduals
across  d iverse  soc io-economic groups

Proact ive ,  d isc ip l ined ,  and loves  to  work  wi th  teams

Purpose-dr iven leader  fue l led by  the miss ion of  access
to  just ice  for  every  Ind ian

3 or  5  year  law degree f rom a recognised univers i ty

B i l ingual  f luency in  speak ing ,  reading ,  and wr i t ing
Engl ish  and Kannada

Strong legal  acumen wi th  excel lent  research ,  wr i t ing ,
and documentat ion sk i l l s

Fill out the
application form

Submit  detailed 
SoP and references

Participate in a
case study
analysis

Final interview
& selection



T h e  w o r k  o f  P a r a  L e g a l  V o l u n t e e r s  e m b o d i e s
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
l e g a l  e m p o w e r m e n t .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  c r u c i a l
c o n n e c t o r s  i n  e n s u r i n g  l e g a l  a w a r e n e s s  i n
r u r a l  o r  u n d e r s e r v e d  a r e a s .

HEAR FROM THE MEMBER
SECRETARY OF KSLSA 

SRI SHASHIDHARA SHETTY

APPLY NOW!

Appl icat ion deadl ine :  10  October ,  2025 t h

https://forms.gle/GwJWwTndv171Agyi6


WE’D LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU.

f e l l o w s h i p @ o u t l a w e d i n d i a . c o m

+ 9 1  9 9 0 0 8 5 7 7 6 9

w w w . o u t l a w e d i n d i a . c o m

@ o u t l a w e d i n d i a


