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NOTIFICATION BY THE HIGH COURT OF GUJARAT AT AHMEDABAD
(For Insertion n the GuJ arat Government Gazette Part- IV-C)

No.C. 0305/2025

‘ THE HIGH COURT OF GUJARAT
(DESIGNAT ION OF SENIOR ADVOCATES) RULES 2025

_ In exercrse of powers conferred by Artlcle 227 of the Constrtutlon of Indla read
'Wlth Sectlons 34(1) and 16( ) of the Advocates Act 1961 and 1r1 accordance Wlth
: guldelmes lald down by the Supreme Court of Ind1a in Judgment dated _,
;_13 05.2025 1n Crlmmal Appeal No. 865 of 2025 in- case of J1tender @ Kalla Vs.

' State [NCT of Delhl) and Anr and in supersess1on of the prevrous rules the Hrgh _

Court of GuJarat makes followmg rules for de51gnat1on of an advocate as Sen1or

Advocate and rnatters 1n01dental thereto

T~
Tord

(1) ,'Short title and commencement :

N ..(i) These Rules shall be called “The Hrgh Court of GuJarat (Des1gnat1on
o 'of Senior- Advocates) Rules, 2025”.

(11) 'These Rules shall extend throughout the terr1tor1al Jurlsd1ct10n of the
LA _"*ngh Court of GuJ arat ‘ : S

| (111) | CThese Rules shall come 1nto force on and Wlth effect from the date of
. their publ1cat10n in the Official Gazette

@ 1_1,)'¢.ﬁm’£1°1_15.=

@ "Advocate Act" means the Advocates Act 1961

' [b) "'Advocates" means an Advocate Who has been adm1tted to the rolls

L - constltuted under Advocates Act 1961 , . _
(@ a3 "'ngh Court" rneans the H1gh Court of GuJarat at Ahmedabad
(d) . C"Chlef Justlce" means Chlef Just1ce of Hrgh Court of GuJarat and

mcludes a Judge appomted under the Const1tut10n 0 perform the .

fdut1es of Chlef Just1ce - R R _}
e “Full Court" 'means meetlng of all the Hon ble Judges of H1gh Court
'convened by the Hon’ ble Chlef Justice;
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“Seﬁetaﬁat" means -the "‘permanent Secretariat con‘Stituted by
Hon’ble the Chief Just1ce | |
"Judge" means Judge of the ngh Court of GuJarat

"Reglstrar General" means Reg1strar General of the ngh Court of

GuJ arat

“ "Reg1stry" means the Reg1stry of the. ngh Court of GuJarat
- "Rules" means the Gujarat High Court Rules;

: V_"State" means the State of Gujarat;

"State ‘Bar. Councxl" ‘means . the Bar Councﬂ of Gujarat and shall

mclude the authonty exer01smg such powers. '

E11g1b111ty condition for de51gnat10n of Semor Advocate

(a)

An advocate shall be ehglble to be des1gnated as Senior Advocate if

he/she :

(1) has minimum 'standing of 20 "yeafs at the Bar ordinarﬂy

- practlcmg in the High Court of Gujarat at Ahmedabad and/ or

before Dlstrlct Judlclary/Spemahzed Tr1buna1 precedmg the

date of con31derat1on of his/ her case for des1gnat10n as a Semor
-Advocate _’ - L

(i) At the time of making apphcat1on for de51gnat10n of senior

"»advocate the age of the apphcant shall not be less than 45 :

years. . . Q R D

(i) _ _.possesses ab111ty legal acumen spec1al knowledge or dlstlnctlon_ .

' :-‘ and reputatlon achleved in pract1ce of law 7‘

) ~7has partlc1pated in pro bono Work

- R\ has not been Conv1cted by a competent court of law and should

”’not have been pumshed for an offence mvolvmg moral turp1tude :
- j.__or contempt of court or should not have been pumshed by the
o Bar Counc11 of GuJ arat or by the Bar Councﬂ of Ind1a for any act '5

- ) ,of rmsconduct
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(4)

Procedure :

()

(1)

(iv)

(ix)

(xd)

The process of designatien of senior advocates shall be initiated at
least once in a year. ‘

There shall be a permanent secretariat for de51gnat10n of senior
advocate which shall be constituted by the Chief J ustlce.

In consultation with the Chief Justice, the 'secr_etariaf shall initiate
the process for designation of sem’or advocate. | ‘

The notice inviting application shall be published on the official
website of the High Court and its information will also be given to the
High Court Bar Associatron/ District Court Bar Assoeiartion/’fribunal
Bar Association for wide publicity.

Applicant will have to apply for designation in form as per Schedule -

I along with relevant documents and submit the same to the

de51gnated person in the secretariat. 7
Desirous applicants will be granted two weeks time to make such
applications which will be treated as their consent.

Every ‘ application for designation as -senior -advocate should be
endorsed by two designated senior advocates having standing of not
less than 10 years as a senior advocate of the Gujarat High Court.
The applicant practicing before the Hon’ble High Court is required to
submit along with his/her application, 50 reported/unreported

Judgments for the last five years wherein he/she has appeared as an

advocate and has argued the case.

In case of applicant, whose place of practrce is other than High Court

of Gujarat, then information regarding his/her suitability can be

‘called for, from the respective Principal Judicial Officer/President of

Tribunal before whom such applicant practices. _
The Secretariat will publish the list of applications received by it on

website of the High Court in order to invite suggestions /views of other

stakeholders for the applicants.

The Apphcatrons which are found to be in order shall be placed before
the Full Court which shall be decided by the consensus or voting.

Page 3ofi14 . '@'SM



(5)

In case of voting the decision shall be carried by majority of Judges

present and voting. However, in case of a tie, the Chief Justice shall

have casting/deciding vote.

The decision of the Full Court shall be final and binding.

(xiii) A

(xiv) The Full Court may, in deserving cases, confer designation Suo Moto, .
upon an Advocate fulfilling the ehglblhty criteria, after obtaining
consent of the sald Advocate

Undertaking :

(i)

An advocate who has been designated as “Senior Advocate” shall

furnish an undertaking that he/she:

‘(a]
(b)
(c)

(d)

will abide by the rules regulating the practice of Senior
Advocate; |

will not draft or file pleadings in any Court and shall in all cases
be assisted by another Advocate;

shall not dlrectly give consultation to any litigant and accept
brief from the chent

shall not file Vakalatnama or memo of appearance in any Court
of Tribunal; however, the assisting advocate shall file memo of
intimation in the concerned Court intimating the appearance of
Semor Advocate in the case so engaged; and

shall neither appear for mentioning for any matters before the

Court nor should he/she appear for getting adjournments;

- shall mentor and maintain minimum 2 to 3 young lawyers with

less than 3 years of eXperience;'

Will not accept instructions to draft pleadings/ aﬂidavite, advise
on'e‘vidence or do any drafting or work of analogous nature in
any court-or tribunal, or undertake any conveyancing work of
any kind whatsoever. However, this prohibition shall not extend
to settling any such matter as aforesaid in consultation with

instructing advocate.”
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(h)  Shall not be a standing counsel of Government, public sector
undertaking, institution or local corporate body and if he/she
holds such position, he/she shall resign or relinquish the same

upon being designated as senior advocate.

(6)‘ Registlfation as Senior Advocate :

(i)

uponbfﬁrni'shing of an undeftakiﬁg in a mdnper stated in rule-5, the
name of advocate Wh_o has been designated as Senior Advocate, shall
be entered in the register of Senior Advocates to be maintained by the
Court. The order to this effect shall be issued conferring such
distihctibn on advoca;ce, by the Regisfrai Genérél. The Advocate shéll
thereafter be addressed as “Senior Advocate” of the High Court; |

upon an advocate being designated as Senior Advocate, the Registrar
General shall communicate the same to the Supreme Court of India
and all the High Courts and Bar Council of India, fhe State Bar
Councils and Bar Association of the State. The Registrar General shall
notify the same on the official website of High Court also.

(7) Review and Recall :

(a)

If it is found that any Senior Advocate has -

(i) committed any professional misconduét;

" (ii)) shown intemperate or -indecorous behaviour either inside or

outside the Court or during the virtual hearing;
(i) has been found invariably negligent in discharging his

professional duties;

(iv) been found by Bar Council of India or Bar Council of Gujarat or

Bar Council of any other State to have committed professional
or other misconduct;

(v)  been cohvicted of an offence invol'ving moral turpitude or for
contempt of the Court; and | v

(vi) for any other reason lost the privﬂége to be a Senior Advocate,

for any one or more of the foregoing reasons.

Page 5 of 14 @"M



@

@

l9)

. v"The name of such Semor Advocate Wlll be placed before the Chief

- Justice for reca]hng the des1gnat1on

On bemg satisfied that the matter should be further cons1dered the :
Chref Justice shall refer the issue to the Full Court;

A'If maJonty of - Judges present in the meetmg are of the view that:f*

”Semor Advocate has forfeited his/ her pr1v1lege the Full Court shall

- ‘ recall hrs/her des1gnat10n as Semor Advocate hovvever m case of a L

name from the l1st of Semor Advocate mamtamed by them in- thelr T

o respectlve reg1sters

- P . ~t1e the Chlef Justlce has a castmg/ dec1d1ng vote;.
I

- .the Bar Counc1l of Gujarat and other concerned WhO shall delete the -

The Reglstrar General shall notlfy the dec1s1on to the Advocate and to ]‘

' nothmg contamed in these rules shall prevent an Advocate Who has -
been desrgnated by the High Court of GuJarat as a Semor Advocate . e

' -r_from subm1tt1ng an. application to Wlthdraw cor- yecall his/her

des1gnat10n as a Senior Advocate; In the.event of such an—apphcatlon

.‘address’ed to the . permanent secretariat _being Asubmitted, -the,._‘

S perman‘ent secretariat shall place 'it; Abefore ‘the " Full' Court for

‘ official website of Hrgh Court while commumcatmg the same to the 7

approprlate orders thereon

,\:

The Regrstrar General shall notlfy the W1thdrawal ‘of. not1ﬁcatron in

i concerned.

R1ghts and Pr1v11eges of Semor Advocates

(b)

The Senlor Advocate shall have preferentlal rlght of audlence in. all»i"“f

courts accordmg to hlS / her sen1or1ty as such advocate

: Semor Advocate shall ‘be ent1tled to wear special- robes mean for
. Semor Advocates; S »
Senior - Advocate shall be ent1tled to other rights and prlvrleges |
-7 conferred by the practlce of Senior Advocate under the Advocates ‘Act, 7

1961;

Reconszdera‘tmn Ifan. apphcat1on of an Advocate for de51gnat10n of Semor-« X
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- Advocate is not favourably considered by Full Court, the said Advocate shall
not be allowed to make fresh apphcatmn for a per1od of 2 years from a date
of such dec151on of a Full Court; however after-the” lapse “of 2~ years the said

Advocate can make a fresh apphcatlon as per rules for re- con51derat1on

(10) Repeal and Saving‘ All prev1ous -rules, guidelines, criteria governing -
o de31gnat10n of an Advocate as a Senior Advocate made by the High Court of
V(_}ujarat.\mth all amendments/r__nodl_ﬁeatlons are hereby repealed; however,
this " shall riot by itself, invalida‘te the actions taken under the

; superseded/ repeal rules, gu1de11nes criteria and all those actions are saved

- 'under these rules

HIGH COURT OF GUJARAT AT 'SOLA, BY ORDER

1
AHMEDABAD - 380 060. , 1
o o o =S
_ ' M. I (SANJAY D. SUTHAR)
DATE: SEPTEMBER |( , 2025 i

.REGISTRAR GENERAL

Page 7 of 14 ' o o



THE HIGH COURT OF GUJARAT
(DESIGNATION OF SENIOR ADVOCATES) RULES, 2025

APPLICATION- CUM-CONSENT LETTER -

FOR BEING DESIGNATED AS SENIOR ADVOCATE

‘[Recent Passport|.
|size photograph o

to be pasted
here

Name of the Apphcant Advocate '
(Mr/Mrs /Ms) o -

Fathers / Husbands Name -

Date of Brrth

Age (as on DD / MM/YYYY)

UL | N

: A_ddr_e_ssrn () Ofﬁce Address -

: n)-ﬁResrdentral Address -

(

: Contact' 1
E Details'f: .
| (

@) Landhne No. -

ii) Mobile No. - -
|(ii1) Email-and Social
{media accounts, if any .

Educatronal /. Professronal
. Quahﬁcatrons

’ fellowshlp or any other d1st1nct10n )

(Mention award of prlze scholarshlp, _

,Date of Enrolment as an Advocate and
: enrolment number

Bar Councﬂ Where regrstered

107
- “|notice 1nv1t1ng apphcatlon

Standrng as an Advocate ason date of

11

v Assomatron

Whether Member of ngh Court Bar

i Place/ Courts _Where ‘ ‘praCticing |
- |(Court- wise period may be indicated)

Courts

Duration -

SCHEDULE I

:;From' - To

Page 8 of 14




-

13

Tribunal(s) where the applicant has
specialized practice (Applicable to
those practicing before Tribunals)

Duration

-Tribunal

From To

14

Nature of practice -
Civil, Criminal, Constitutional,
Taxation, Labour, Company, Service,

lete.

15

Field of law-domain expertiSe (such
as, Constitutional law, Inter-State
Water  Disputes, . Criminal law,
Arbitration law, Corporate law, Family

-|law,  Human Rights, Public Interest

Litigation, International law, law
relating to women) in which the
applicant ~ has specialization/
expertise.

16

Number of reported judgments
(excluding orders that do not lay down
any principle of law) in the last five
years in cases in which the applicant
has appeared as -

(i) lead arguing counsel; and

(ii) assisting counsel

Lead Arguing
Counsel
(Number of
Judgments only)

Assisting’
Counsel
(Number of
Judgments
only)

17

Number of unreported judgments
(excluding orders that do not lay down
any principle of law) in the last five
years in cases in which the applicant
has appeared as -

(i) lead arguing counsel; and

(ii) assisting counsel

Lead Arguing
Counsel
(Number of

Judgments only).

Assisting
Counsel
(Number of
Judgments
only)

18

Details of Pro bono Work during last
five years

19

Whether held any pOsition in Bar

Council/Bar Association; 1f so, details
thereof.

20

Whether the Applicant had applied
earlier; if so, detailed current status
thereof may be indicated.

21

Whether the Applicant has applied
before any other High Court, if so,
detailed current status thereof may be
indicated.
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Whether any FIR has ever been filed
against you; if so, detailed current
status thereof may be indicated.

23

Whether party to any civil, criminal or-
- fother litigation. If so, the nature of
o mvolvernent _
: 24(1) () Have you ever been arrested ? |
o (b) Have | you ‘ever ‘been |
_aprosecuted‘? S o
' (c) Have you ever been kept under =
- |detention ?- - L
@@ Is any stricture’ passed agalnst ’
' you by any Court_of T«avv ?
ey Have you ever been ﬁned by al
Court of Law? ]
1@ Have. -you ‘ever .been convicted
o ,fby ‘a .Court- of ‘Law for any '
o ’Offense ?. o ,
CHe) Have you ever been debarred'
- from any’ “examination  or
- rusticated® -~ by - any
R _,authorlty/mstltutlon o 0
,/; "(h).' Have you ever been debarred -/
dlsquahﬁed by any - Pubhc
e Commlssmn / Authorlty ? o
@ Is any case penchng agalnst you
¢ lin any Court of Law at the time
: |of. ﬁlhng up this .Form ?
24(11) If the answer “to- any «of “the - above—
- |mentioned question is Yes' give full| ~
e partleulars -of  the case /o arrest /| -
© |detention- /- ﬁne ~ /- stricture - 2
'rf'conv1et10n / sentence / pumshment
§ - |ete., and / or- the nature of ‘the case
vpendmg in the Court / authorlty ory,
|* " |institution ~ete at the time of ﬁlhng up' S
| thisform. 7 BT
, 25 Whether any proceedmgs werel o

" |initiated ‘or rare pendmg agamst you|
before the Bar Council of India or the| =~
State: Bar Council. If o, partlculars o
|thereof.
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26 General state of health
27 |Any other information :

DECLARATION

I ' - : Advocate hereby glve consent for belng des1gnated as Senior
Advocate: ' | - L '

1 hereby venfy that the mformat1on furmshed above is true and correct to the best of
""my knowledge and behef No matenal 1s concealed or suppressed therefrom. 1
understand that furmshmg of false mformatlon or suppressmn of any factual

1nformat10n Would render me unﬁt from bemg des1gnated as Semor Advocate

_ . Signature of th_e Applicant
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Note : Apphcants should read instructions attached herewith whlle filling up the
Application-cum- Consent Letter

2

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED WHILE FILLING upP

"APPLICATION-CUM-CONSENT LETTER” FOR BEING DESIGNATED
' AS SENIOR ADVOCAT E

EfVery Application—cu_m‘—Consent Letter, in the preSCrib_ed format shall
be made in English, typed/printed with font size (Arial-12) in double

of about four cent1meters W1dth on top and on the left s1de

spacing on one side of the white paper (A4 S1ze] with an inner margm f

consecutrvely in the IndeX in all sets of Appllcatlon

Documents accompanymg the Apohcatron should be numbered

an Index conta_lnmg ‘the details-thereof. (The Registry, at any stage,
may ask for the supportive documents for verrﬁcatlon in the light of the

: facts ment1oned in the Application).

All documents annexed_ to'the Apphcatlon should be accompanied by’

Name of the Apphcant should tally with his/her name in h1s/her as
mentloned in hlS/ her enrollment certlﬁcate Abbrevrated name shall

- INOT- be- accepted

- |The Apphcat1on should be presented in the shape of a Paper Book,

duly tagged & mdexed and not in spiral bmdmg and the hke

All photocoples of the accolades/testlmonlals should be legrble and
true copy of their respective orlgmals :

Required number of sets of the Application in the form of Paper Book,
identical in all respects should be ﬁled : :

Passport size photograph (original) should be pasted on each copy of

|the Appl1cat10n cum- Consent Letter.

_The Appl1cat1on should be accompamed by 1ts soft copy in searchable

PDF format in a pen- -drive.
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PRESCRIBED FORMATS

LEAD ARGUH\TG COUNSEL

(List of Reported Judgments [excludln,c_f_ orders not laying down any prmcmle of
- law) in the last five years)

Citation/ | Cause Title and

Sr. ;YO' _Court(;) | Case Number | Subject Matter D¢ctded 0_1:1‘7

ASSISTIN G COUNSEL

(List of Reported Judgments (excludmg orders not laymg down any pnncmle of
law) in the last five years) R

C1tat10n / Cause ,Title ‘ and

Case Number | Subject Matter

Sr. No. Court(s) Deqided On-l _

LEAD ARGUING COUNSEL

(List of Unreported Judgments (excludm,t_{ orders not lavmg down any prmcmle
of law) in the last five years) : :

» . . C1tat10n/ Cause Title and g el
Sr. No. (‘f‘ourt(s:) Case Number Slibject Matter ' ~D4e01'd ed qn

ASSISTING COUNSEL

(List of Unreported Judgments (excludmg orders not lavmg down any prmcmle
of law) in the last ﬁve years) '

: 'Citation / | Cause Title and

St' No. Court(s) ' | Case Number SubJect Matter . Dec1ded on

List 6f matters in which- }’du have appeared as Pro-Bono. - -

C1tat1on/ | . Cause . ‘Decided | = Reportable/

Sr. No. Cogrt(s) | Case Number Title |  on- Unreportable

Rk kk KK

S
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No. C 0305/2025

Copy forwarded Wlth comphments for information to :

T he S,ceretary General, Supreme Court of India, New Delhi.

1.
2. The Secretary Bar Counul of India, New Delhr 7 )
3. f he Secretary to the (Jovernrnent of Gujarat; Legal Department Gandhlnagar
4. The Advoeatc General High Court of Gujarat, Ahmedabad
v5. The Addmonal Advocate (zeneral IIlgh Court of Gujarat, Ahrnedabad
6 .. The (xovernment Pleader ngh Court of GuJarat Ahrnedabad
7.. The Pubhe Prosecutor ngh Court of GuJarat Ahrnedabad
8. ’l‘he Pres1dent GuJ arat ngh Court Advocates Assoc1at10n Ahmedabad
9. l‘he Charrrnan Bar Counul of (11,1_]8Iat Ahmedabad.
10. The Prmc1pal Judge C1ty Civil Court Ahmedabad
11, The Prlnupal District Judge A11 ’
11.2. The Prlnupal Judge Family Court All _All.
13.  The Pre51dent Industrlal Court Ahmedabad.
14, ‘The: Chlef Judlual Maglstrate Ahrnedabad Clty
15. - The Chief Judge, Small Cause Court, Ahrnedabad |
16. . 7’Ihe Manager Government Central Press, Gandhinagar, with a request to pub
. lish the Notlﬁcatron in the Extra—Ordlnary Government Gazette.
17. _A-"The Deputy Reg1strar Hon'ble Judges lerary H1gh Court of Gujarat
_ -HIGH COURT OF GUJARAT AT soLa, 1 e e
AHMEDABAD ,_ 380 ose S : , - ®%M 7 g
S o i (SANJAY D. SUTHAR)
.DAT_E:HS:EPTEMBE_R i_é',;; 2025 . 1 REGISTRAR GENERAL
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