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DRAFTING PROPOSITION 

 

Moot Proposition Relating to implementation of International Law in Domestic Law and 

violations of Human rights of the people of Mesoland 

  

1. The People’s Republic of Mesoland is one of the largest countries in the world and has a 

population of more than 85 million. Mesoland shares borders with the most populated country 

in the world i.e., the Republic of Adwas; the Kingdom of Zetonia to its west, and the State of 

Crosinia to its East. It also shares a long coastline from north to south with the Khyber Ocean. 

The People’s Republic of Mesoland has two important and most populated cities one being 

the capital city of the country ie., ‘Lagash’ which is situated in the northern part of the country. 

‘Damas’ is another city, which is considered the economic hub of the country, and most 

economic activities are rooted in this city.  The city is situated in the western part of Mesoland 

and has great potential to become one of the most investor-friendly cities and attract foreign 

investment from different regions of the world. It also possesses abundant natural resources.  

 

2. The people of Mesoland strongly believe that they have rich ancient traditions and culture 

which is over 5000 years old. They have developed a separate language, culture, traditions, and 

governance. They believe in the existence of supernatural powers, which is a prime reason and 

guiding force for them to become the most prominent and strongest kingdom in the region. 

However, during the 5th century AD, due to some influence of the neighbouring countries, 

several conflicts took place and eventually leading to the fragmentation of Mesoland & 

consequent establishment of three separate countries. The elderly people believe that the 

kingdom of Zetonia was responsible for the fragmentation of the country.  In the early 18th 

century, a powerful dynasty emerged and ruled with the most modern approach and they tried 

to reunite the fragmented countries into one, but they did not succeed.  

 

3. During the 19th century, British colonial powers occupied and seized control of the 

administration of the entire Mesoland and its fragmented territories. During the time period, 

these three fragmented countries had been brought as one single administrative unit and were 

ruled until 1968. After a long independent struggle by the local leaders and erstwhile rulers; 

the People’s Republic of Mesoland gained its independence in 1968 from the colonial rulers. 

During the independent struggle, some leaders belonging to the city of ‘Damas’ expressed 

their dissent for unification and were interested in declaring themselves as a separate and 
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independent State. Due to several efforts of nationalist leaders, the people of ‘Damas’ agreed 

to join the People’s Republic of Mesoland under a special agreement.   

 

4. After getting independence in 1968, the People’s Republic of Mesoland drafted its new 

Constitution in line with the most modern, democratic, liberal, and economic friendly 

principles. They also tried to ensure the rights of every citizen in the country and equal rights 

for all and equal participation in every aspect of life in Mesoland. The renowned scholars of 

the world have appreciated and acclaimed the Constitution of Mesoland as a very progressive 

constitution. They also gave importance to establishing the most effective judicial mechanism 

to guarantee the rights of people transparently. Post-independence, Mesoland had made a 

Statement and declaration before the United Nations stating that the Republic of Mesoland 

would continue to abide by the International Treaties and Agreements signed during the 

colonial regime.  

 

5. Alongside its efforts of making a stronger nation they have developed a good network with 

foreign countries across the world. They also developed a strong international presence and 

influence by joining several international organisations by signing and ratifying most of the 

International Treaty mechanisms, which eventually helped them to become a strong economy.  

Some of the International Human Rights and Humanitarian law Treaty mechanisms have been 

signed and ratified with reservations. Particularly they made for instance, including ICCPR 

wherein reservations have been made to Articles 1, 4 and 19 of the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 

 

6. For most of the independent years, the country has been witnessing ethnic strife and some of 

the ethnic groups have been involved in the longest-running civil wars. The human rights 

organisations, international non-governmental organisations and the United Nations and 

several other organisations have reported consistent and systemic human rights violations in 

the country by the government security agencies. In 2014, the military government came to 

power following a coup d’etat and quickly implemented martial law in the country. Several 

human rights activists, constitutional functionaries and political opponents were imprisoned 

without following the due process, which is provided for in the constitution.  

 

7. Taking this as an opportunity some of the dissident groups in the western part of the country 

started sectarian violence between two ethnic groups i.e., ‘DAMAS’ ethnic group which is the 

majority in the Western parts of Mesoland and MESO communities which is a minority ethnic 

group in the Western part of Mesoland. A military crackdown on DAMAS ethnic civilians by 

Mesoland security forces and militant attacks by insurgent groups allegedly belonging to the 
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DAMAS ethnic group has quickly escalated across the Western parts of Mesoland. The 

conflict arises primarily from the religious and social differences between the DAMAS ethnic 

groups and MESO communities.  

 

8. The religious difference between the DAMAS ethnic group and MESO communities dates 

back to colonial periods. The DAMAS ethnic group is predominantly associated with 

“Daoism,” one of the world’s most prominent and old faiths; nevertheless, this sect is on the 

verge of extinction, and they are found exclusively in Mesoland. Furthermore, UNESCO has 

designated this ethnic group as a rare and distinct tribe around the globe.  The MESO 

community believes in Mesoism and they believe in Sun God and worship regularly. These 

two ethnic communities have lived and believed in co-existence and brotherhood. However, 

during the colonial period, DAMAS ethnic tribes allegedly allied with the colonial rulers and 

fought against the MESO communities given the promises of a separate State for DAMAS 

ethnic groups made by the colonial rulers.  

 

9. In 1968, when Mesoland got independence, the newly formed government refused to grant 

citizenship to DAMAS ethnic tribes thus subjecting them to extensive systematic 

discrimination in the country. However, the drafters of the constitution and nationalist leaders 

convinced the people of Mesoland to have peaceful coexistence with the DAMAS people.  

Finally, the Mesoland people have agreed to include the DAMAS ethnic people in the 

independent process and to give a special status to them with a plan to appropriate the 

resources. The majority of Mesoland people also agreed and believed that they can control 

and appropriate the resources, which are abundant in the Western part of Mesoland where the 

majority of DAMAS ethnic people are living.  

 

10. In October 2018, the Mesoland borders were attacked by some insurgent groups which 

resulted in the death of at least 50 civilians and 40 border security forces. It was allegedly 

committed by a group belonging to the DAMAS ethnic group and supported by neighbouring 

countries. It was the first major attack and resulted in serious violence, which erupted between 

MESO communities allegedly supported by the government forces and DAMAS ethnic group, 

bringing the death toll to at least 2000 people.   

 

11. A subsequent military crackdown by Mesoland government troops resulted in serious 

violations and abuse of rights of the people and the killing of several civilians in the Western 

parts of Mesoland. These incidents prompted the United Nations Office of High 

Commissioner of Human Rights to investigate the matter relating to the killing of innocent 

civilians and human rights abuse committed towards the DAMAS ethnic tribe by the 
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government-led forces. Further, the UN has asked the Mesoland authorities to refrain from 

repressive actions and strictly observe and follow the International Human Rights Treaties and 

Conventions, which are signed and ratified by them.  After the UN’s indication, the Mesoland 

government declared an emergency in the Western part of Mesoland and ordered the security 

forces to not allow any foreign agencies to enter Mesoland and interact with the civilians or 

the sympathizers of the DAMAS ethnic groups. Moreover, many restrictions were imposed 

against print and electronic media channels, and social media channels. Internet services were 

shut down in the Western part of Mesoland. Further, the Head of the State declared that they 

are not bound by the International Human Rights Treaty mechanism as they have not been 

signed and ratified. 

 

12. To control the situation and not escalate further, the government has detained many leaders 

who belong to the DAMAS ethnic tribes. Some of the sympathisers of the cause of the 

DAMAS ethnic group took protests and dissented against the government by sending 

messages through popular social media channels across the country. The government forces 

conceived that situation is becoming worse and advised the government to take serious actions 

on the dissent groups by imposing strict surveillance on them. The government security forces 

got orders from the government to identify the people responsible for the protest and detain 

and prevent them to be part of the protest. The security forces detained as many as DAMAS 

ethnic group members and their sympathisers across the country, under the sedition laws of 

the country and other relevant sections of the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), 

which is considered one of the stringent legislations the State of Mesoland has got. In the past, 

several civil society members, retired judges of Higher courts and international organisations 

have criticised that UAPA is anti-constitutional and violates all the basic rights and judicial 

guarantees which are prescribed in the Constitution.  

 

13. The lives of the people of the Western part of Mesoland came to stand still and they had no 

access to other parts of the country. Meanwhile, some of the DAMAS ethnic people feared 

State repression and crossed the borders and sought asylum from neighbouring countries.  

 

14. Some human rights activists and political dissident groups condemned the State’s actions by 

calling them authoritarian and dictatorial. Meanwhile, some of the human rights activists took 

the matter to the Supreme Court of Mesoland and filed a PIL.  
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The Supreme Court of Mesoland set up a constitutional bench and is expected to hear the arguments 

on the following:  

  

I. A. Whether the State of Mesoland has the duty to be bound by the Human rights Treaty 

obligations, which was signed and ratified by the colonial rulers during the colonial period.  

 

B. Whether the State of Mesoland has obligation to implement International Human Rights 

obligations in their domestic constitution.  

 

II. Whether the State of Mesoland has the authority to declare the emergency and impose 

restrictions on social media, and media channels and stop the Internet access to the people 

living in the Western part of Mesoland.  

 

III. Whether the forces of the State of Mesoland are responsible for the acts committed against 

the DAMAS ethnic people. 

  

IV. Whether the State of Mesoland was justified in imposing the sedition law and invoking the 

UAPA to control the protesting groups in the country.  

  

The Constitution of Mesoland is pari-materia to the Indian Constitution and participants are expected 

to prepare their arguments accordingly. 

 

The counsels are not required to raise objections regarding the jurisdiction of the court and are 

expected to raise points strictly on the issues listed above.  
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