
"The LLM programme offered by TISS is a unique course with 
the blend of Law and Social Science/ Social Work, which is 
need of the hour to promote access to justice for the 
marginalised".- Prof. Madhava Menon 

The Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) was established in 1936 as the Sir 
Dorabji Tata Graduate School of Social Work, the first school of social work in 
India. Its vision was to build an institution that would nurture students and 
scholars to engage with social issues concerning India. 

“(The) future belongs to the youth. We must not only trust 
them with responsibility, but must thrust it upon them whilst 

they are still young and full of energy, zest, hope and even 
illusions.” –J.R.D.  Tata 

About SLRCG 
In pursuance of the TISS mission towards creating a people-centred 
and just society that promotes equality, justice and human rights for 
all, the School for Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance 
(SLRCG) was set up at the TISS Mumbai campus in June 2012.  

Law, legislative reform and human rights have a great role in the 
development and empowerment of societies, communities and 
individuals. These are effective instruments for empowering and 
changing the status of the disadvantaged, marginalised, 
discriminated and vulnerable sections of society in India, and are 
strong tools for social justice. Legal education must, therefore, be 
socially relevant. The main objective of the SLRCG is to advance 
socially relevant legal education and promote the education of 
human rights through its three centres: 

• Centre for Law and Society
• Centre for Police Studies & Public Security
• Centre for Statelessness and Refugee Studies
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Prof. Shalini Bharat (Director, TISS) 

Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha (Director Indian Law Institute, Delhi)

Prof. Rashmi Oza (Former Head,  Department of Law & 
M.C. Chagla Chair Professor, University of Mumbai)

 Prof. Abdul Shaban (TISS Mumbai)

Student Exchange Programmes 
Student Exchange Programme 
The Master of Laws (LL.M) Access to Justice programme, as per the mandate of UGC’s Curriculum Development 
Committee (CDC), Bar Council of India, the Law Commission Reports on Legal Education, and the National 
Knowledge Commission, lay emphasis on developing comparative legal practice and skill of students in human rights 
lawyering. The Exchange Programme is based on the Study abroad opportunities., Exposure in the global 
developments, and .Skill training in addressing the issues pertaining to access to Justice on inter country level, . 
Excellent opportunity to develop their academics in further research studies,  

Opportunities for Exchange Programmes 

Monash Social and Political Sciences 
Annual Graduate Research Symposium (28 
Oct.-1 Nov. 2019) 

• The Symposium was anchored by Faculty of
Arts, Social and Political Sciences Research
Program, Criminology Department, Monash
University. 

• 4 students from the LL.M. batch of 2019-
2020 attended and presented their research
papers. 

• Students attended a lecture series on inter
comparative themes of Criminology, Human
Rights, and Domestic Violence. 

• Students received certificates for their
presentation.

Study Abroad Opportunities  

Visit of Dean, Faculty of Law, 
Humanities and the Arts, School of 
Law,  University of Wollogong, 
Australia (Feb. 2019) 

• Information regarding study of
Criminal Law in the Master’s and
PhD. Programmes was shared. 

• Academic and funding opportunities 
in University of Wollogong were also 
discussed. 

International Collaborations of 
SLRCG with Universities 

These are aimed at promoting 
higher academic development and 
research opportunities for students. 

• SLRCG - Simon Fraser University,
Vancouver (2016- 2017) 

• SLRCG - Keele University UK
Access to Justice Fellowship
(2016-2017) 

• SLRCG-Statelessness National 
Asia Pacific (2017-2018)

• SLRCG-UNHCR (Delhi) India
Collaboration.

• SLRCG - UNHCR Geneva
C ll b ti



In pursuance of the TISS mission of creating a people-centred and just 
society that promotes equality, justice and human rights for all, the 
School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG) 
was set up at the TISS Mumbai Campus in June 2012. Law, legislative 
reform and Human Rights have a great role in development and 
empowerment of societies, communities and individuals. 

Course Highlights 
Course Structure 

Semester I 
Course Code Course Title Credits 
FC 01 Law & Justice in a Globalising World 3 
FC 02 Comparative Public Law: Systems of Governance 3 
FC 03 Research Methods and Legal Writing 3 
LLM 01 Law, Development and Justice 2 
LLM 02 Legal & Justice Institutions including Court & Case Management 2 
FW Field Work 3 

Semester II 
Course Code Course Title Credits 
LLM 03 Community & Citizen Participation in Access to Justice 2 
LLM 04 Legal Strategies for Empowerment of Marginalised Groups 2 
LLM 05 Curriculum Development & Teaching Laws 2 
LLM 06 International Humanitarian & Human Rights Law 3 
FW Field Work 3 
Dissertation Dissertation 6 

Field Work Agencies 
Field work is an integral part of the Master of Laws (LL.M) 
in Access to Justice programme so as to impart necessary 
Clinical Legal Education to the students and provide them 
with experiential learning. Eminent organisations strongly 
committed to access to justice for the marginalised 
provide opportunities for our students.  

These organisations include the Maharashtra State 
Human Rights Commission (MSHRC), Maharashtra State 
Women’s Commission (MSWC), Maharashtra State Child 
Rights Commission (MSCRC), Yuva, Maharashtra Police 
Complaints Authority, Public Concern for Governance 
Trust (PCGT), International justice Mission, District Legal 
Services Authority, People’s Watch, etc. Students are 
placed in an agency for a month to undertake clinical legal 
work, provide pro bono lawyering and free legal services 
for marginalised and vulnerable sections of society.  

This kind of field work bridges the gap between practice 
and the classroom. 

Field Based Dissertation 
Field-based dissertation is undertaken on socially 
relevant contemporary issues bearing on all sections of 
society, but with special focus on the marginalised 
community. This includes work on wide and diverse 
thematic areas ranging from women and child 
protection, the criminal justice system, rights of prison 
inmates, health rights, migration, disaster, climate 
change, lesser addressed, but significant, socio-legal 
issues such as cyber law, land laws, etc. are undertaken 
for the Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Access to Justice 
dissertation. Students critically analyse respective laws, 
policies, judgements and propose constructive legal 
reforms for improvement of socio- legal conditions and 
realities.  

The students are trained in qualitative and quantitative 
research methodology. There is a data collection time 
period of a month to visit the universe of the research 
study, to administer data tools, collect data, undertake 
data analysis and draw data trends for research. 

Skill Enhancement Workshops: Corporate Social Responsibility, Court & Case Management, and 
Emotional Intelligence 



 Prof. Upendra Baxi
 Prof. G.S. Bajpai
 Prof. T.S.N. Sastry
 Justice Roshan Dalvi
 Justice H.M. Sayeed
 Prof. Manoj Kumar Sinha
 Prof. Rashmi Oza
 Prof. Ranabir Samaddar
 Prof. Suryanaryan

 National Human Rights Commission
 Law Commission, Ministry of Law & Justice
 Bureau of Police Research & Development

 International Justice Mission
 Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy

 Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative
 Human Rights Law Network

 People’s Concern Governance trust
 Green Peace

 Birla Global University
 OP Jindal Global Law School, Haryana.

 Project 39A, National Law University, Delhi
 Centre for Social Justice

 Centre for Child & Law, NLSl University, Bangalore
 Self Entrepreneurship & Law Start Ups - Path Foundation

A Collective initiative of LL.M. Alumni 
 Qualified State Judicial Services Examinations Pan India.

 Excelled through Parliamentary Fellowships, SBI Youth fellowship,
Government of India & International Fellowships like the 

Clinton Fellowship 
 Practicing Access justice in respective High courts.



Exchange Programme 
TISS has collaborative research and student exchange programmes with over 100 
universities and institutions across the world, in addition to being a member of 
several university networks — Himalayan Universities Consortium, Erasmus Mundus 
Partnership, Global Labour University, BRICS Network University, McDonnell 
International Scholars Academy. The SCLRCG has collaborations/MoUs with 
Simon Fraser University (Canada), Keele University and Monash University, Australia. 

Innovative Online Class Exercises 
Using the opportunity amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the SCLRCG integrated 
technology and the internet with the course structure, and devised new ways to 
utilise the online medium in everyday learning and assignment submissions. 

Participative Assessment and Evaluation 
TheMaster of Laws (LL.M.) in Access in Justice programme also employs peer 
evaluation of assignments. This method was introduced to increase participation of 
the students and enhance peer support. 

Expert Guest Lectures 
Students have the privilege of being taught by various guest faculty members such 
as “Understanding Caste and Followed by Institute Foundation Course Education” 
(Prof. Sthabir Khora) and “Indian Health Care System &   Inequalities in Access”, 
“Qualitative Research Methods” (Prof. Madhushree Sekher), “Right to Food” 
(Prof. Mahesh Kamble), “LGBTQI Rights” (Ms. Chayanika Das), “Role of Media 
and Civil Society in Access to  Justice” (Mr. Vinod Menon), “Case Management” 
(Justice Roshan Dalvi), among others. 

Peer Learning Exercise 
The Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Access to Justice Batch of 2022 devised a novel “peer 
learning” mechanism, which provides a democratic platform for students to learn and grow. 
This aims to bridge the  gaps that invariably creep in traditional university pedagogy. It 
fosters a space for students to  learn from each other and provide constructive feedback, 
which may otherwise not have been possible in a classroom setting. Topics are chosen 
democratically, and students then  pick sub-topics to give presentations. This way, issues 
that otherwise would not  be comprehensively discussed within the strict time frame of a 
class are given a holistic, dialogue-based treatment. 

Alumni Meet 
The SCLRCG conducted an Alumni Meet on 27 June 2021. A virtual interactive session, it 
had alumni talking about prospective academic and professional avenues following the 
one-year, Master of Laws (LLM) in Access to Justice. This is to promote a strong sense of 
connect among the Alumni with the Institute and to involve them in the academic 
programmes. This is of mutual benefit to both the Institute and the its Alumni in the larger 
interest of dissemination of knowledge. 

Online Clinical Field-Based Learnings 
The Online Felid Work is aimed to enhance skills around contemporary social issues grappling 
with all kinds of communities with a focus on the causes of the most vulnerable classes. The 
cohort will engage in a month-long exercise employing their knowledge base on broad and 
diverse thematic areas ranging from women and child rights, the criminal justice system, rights 
and status of the prisoners, health rights, human rights defenders, migration disaster, climate 
change, etc. Students are trained to critically analyse the respective laws and policies to 
contribute constructively towards legal reforms on the cause. This will allow students to be 
trained in qualitative and quantitative research methodolog



Address for Correspondence
School of Law, Rights & Constitutional Governance,
Tata  Institute of Social Sciences
6th Floor, Prof. M.S. Gore Bldg., Naoroji Campus,
Deonar Farm Road, Mumbai - 400 088
Telephone: 91-22-25525000,
Fax: 91-22-2552 5050
https//:www.tiss.edu

 For further details regarding Admissions
2022: https://admissions.tiss.edu

mailto:Email-savijagtap@tiss.edu
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