
ADDRESS BY HON'BLE SHRI JUSTICE RAVI MALIMATH, ACTING CHIEFJUSTICE ON

04.01.2021 

My esteemed brother Judges, Shri S. N. Babulkar, Advocate General, State of Uttarakhand, Shri

P.S. Bisht, President of the Uttarakhand High Court Bar Association, Registrar General and other

Registrars of this Court, learned members of the Bar, spouses of the Hon'ble Judges, ladies and

gentlemen. 

At the outset, I'am grateful to the learned Advocate General and the President of the Uttarakhand

High Court Bar Association for the kind words that they have spoken about me. They have been

lavish in conveying their gracious words of appreciation I thank them for it. I deeply thank my

Lord Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia for saying all good words about me and my father. 

I took oath as a Judge of this Court on the 05th of March, 2020. 

Towards the end of March, we were hit by the pandemic and the courts had to be closed. The

Courts were partially re-opened subsequently. I assumed charge as the Acting Chief Justice w.e.f.

the 28" of July, 2020. I had envisioned many plans for the courts at Uttarakhand. Some of them

have already borne fruit and the rest are in the pipeline. 

Having felt the necessity of modifying the procedures of the Court, a High Powered Committee

consisting of Judges of this Court was formulated as the High Court Advisory Committee and a

similar  committee  was  constituted  for  the  trial  court,  namely,  the  Trial  Court  Advisory

Committee.  We  have  brainstormed  in  these  committees  and  have  adopted  a  number  of

resolutions for the betterment of the courts of the State of Uttarakhand. So far as the High Court

is concerned, I will briefly touch upon some of the resolutions that have been adopted: 

1. The  procedures  adopted  in  the  High  Court  of  Uttarakhand  were  governed  by  the

Allahabad High Court Rules, 1952. It was, therefore, imperative that for the High Court

of Uttarakhand, which was established in the year 2000, specific rules must be framed to

meet  the specific  requirements  of this  High Court.  In this  regard,  the High Court of

Uttarakhand Rules  have  been promulgated  and have  already been notified.  So also,

various rules pertaining to the different jurisdictions are being prepared, such as writ

proceeding rules, contempt rules, civil procedure rules, criminal procedure rules, etc. 

2. The constant complaint of the Bar was that the cause-list was being issued belatedly. In

order to address this problem, various procedures have been adopted to ensure that the

daily cause-list is issued on or before 05:00 p.m. every day. I am very glad to inform you

that from the 28th of December, 2020, the cause-list is being published by 05:00 p.m. 



3. The format of the interlocutory applications has been regulated in order to assist the Bar

while reducing the complexities involved 

4. In order to ease the manner of filing of cases, procedures have been adopted, including

introduction of a specific presentation and indexing form to benefit the Advocates. 

5. There has always been a complaint that the records are received belatedly from the trial

courts. The same leads to delays in disposal of cases by the appellate court. Therefore,

measures  have been adopted to procure the entire  records  in the PDF Format.  This

would mean that the PDF Format of the records can be summoned by the appellate court

as early as possible. However, in a given case,  as ordered by the court, the original

records may still be procured 

6. Yet another significant development is with regard to the vacation judges. In the present

system, there is no vacation court during the summer vacation, which lasts for about a

week,  or  other  vacations  of  a  similar  period.  Therefore,  it  has  been  resolved  that,

whenever  the  court  is  closed  for  a  period  of  one  week,  a  vacation  court  will  be

constituted to attend to the urgent matters. Furthermore, Rule 10 of Chapter V of the

Rules of the Court, 1952 have been amended, which will also include consideration of

urgent civil matters during the vacation. 

7. Payment of court fees shall be made only by e-payment, which will assist the lawyers,

especially in times of COVID. 

8. A considerable amount of time of the Registry and the lawyers is spent with regard to

matters pertaining to defective cases. Therefore, a rule has been created that all defective

matters will be placed before the Registrar (Judicial) for consideration. Only after the

defects are cleared, would the matter be listed before the court. However, in matters of

urgency, the matter can be taken-up for consideration based on the orders of the court. 

9. The paper size, font size, etc. have been prescribed, which will assist in a more eficient

dealing of the cases. 

10. It was the constant complaint of the Bar that the names of all the parties are not to be

found in the final order that is passed. Therefore, it has been resolved that, hereinafier,

the final judgment will contain the list of all the parties to the litigation. 

11. Criminal appeals, depending on their jurisdiction and arising out of the very same order

of the Sessions Court, are listed either before the learned Single Judge or before the

Division Bench. It has been resolved that, whenever appeals are filed against a common

order of the Sessions Court, all such appeals will be heard only by the Division Bench. 



12. Presently, there are only two connections of SCC Online in the entire High Court of

Uttarakhand.  Keeping  in  mind  the  necessity  to  keep  oneself  abreast  with  the  latest

developments in law, it has been resolved that all sitting Judges of the High Court of

Uttarakhand will be provided with SCC Online. 

13. Urgency applications have become a very contentious issue. The learned members of the

bar feel that it is necessary to file urgency applications to get the matter listed. At times,

the applications are not listed and remain pending for a long period of time. Therefore, it

was resolved that the practice of filing an application for urgency be dispensed with.

Instead the learned counsels are required to mention the matter before the concerned

Court pleading for the urgency involved. In case the Hon'ble Court accepts the urgency,

the  matter  will  be  directed  to  be  listed  accordingly.  By  this  process,  the  urgent

requirement  of  the bar is  taken care of and the urgencies will  be attended to at  the

earliest point of time. 

14. Keeping in mind the important role played by an amicus curiae, it was rather surprising

that the fees being paid was very minimal. Therefore, approval of the Government was

sought for and the fees to be paid to an amicus curiae has been enhanced from Rs.

5,000/-to Rs. 10,000/- for the Division Bench matters and from Rs. 3,000/- to Rs. 7,500/-

for the Single Bench matters. 

So far as the Trial Courts are concerned, some of the crucial resolutions that have been passed

are as follows: 

1. The procedural laws, in terms of the provisions of the General Rules (Civil) 1957 and the

General Rules  (Criminal)  1977, are required to  be modified and updated to suit  the

present  day  requirements.  Therefore,  a  Committee  has  been  constituted  to  suggest

amendments to the same. 

2. The  pecuniary  jurisdiction  of  the  Civil  Judge  (Junior  Division)  is  proposed  to  be

enhanced from the existing Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 3 lakh. 

3. The pecuniary jurisdiction of the District Judge is proposed to be enhanced from the

existing Rs. 5 lakh to Rs. 15 lakh. 

4. The appellate jurisdiction of the High Court is proposed to be enhanced from the existing

Rs. 5 lakh to Rs. 15 lakh. 

5. Keeping in mind the variations in the format of the judgments of the trial courts, draft

judgments on the civil and the criminal side are sought to be created to assist the trial

judges in the same. 



6. Keeping in mind the fact that even after an order of bail has been granted, the accused

are  not  released  due  to  the  delay  in  verification  of  the  sureties,  a  Committee  is

constituted to address this issue. 

7. A  Committee  has  been  constituted  to  amend  the  existing  rules  in  order  to  provide

domestic help to the judges of the subordinate judiciary.

8. Basic amenities such as drinking water,  providing toilets  to the litigants in the court

premises, cleaning of the toilets, and facilities for the disabled, have all been taken into

consideration and necessary actions have already been undertaken. 

9. The quality and size of the paper as well as the style of the printing has been prescribed

in order to lessen the burden on the environment by reducing the wastage of paper. Draft

recommendations have been made towards the same. 

10. It  was  found  that  the  methodology of  preparation  of  the  confidential  records  of  the

judicial officers does not reflect the true state of affairs. Therefore, in order to modify the

same and to ensure that the assessment of a judicial officer is done properly a Committee

has been constituted for the said purpose. 

11. It was brought to my attention that the district courts in Uttarakhand do not have access

to legal databases. Therefore, it was resolved that henceforth, each court complex will be

provided  with  one  SCC  Online  so  that  the  Judges  are  up  to  date  with  the  latest

judgments. 

In addition to the above, in order to ensure continuous monitoring of the COVID situation vis-

vis  the  courts,  committees  were  formed  in  each  district  of  Uttarakhand.  Through  these

committees, the High Court has been regularly reviewing the COVID situation, including the

modalities of reopening of courts. I am happy to state that the committees have been functioning

effectively and we have managed to substantially control the pandemic thus far. 

Since the onset of the pandemic, virtual hearings are being conducted by the courts. While those

adept at technology have benefited, recognizing that there may be some lawyers who are not as

well versed with information technology, a training program for enhancing the IT skills of the

lawyers  of  the  entire  State  was  organized  on  December  04,  2020.  Through  this,  we  have

attempted to fill the lacunae that no lawyer is disadvantaged. 

I do hope that the various measures which have been introduced not only for the benefit the

litigants, lawyers but also for the Judges at Uttarakhand. My endeavour from day one has been to

deliver real and speedy justice to the litigants. I have strived for this, from the first case that I

heard, till the last case that I adjudicated this morning. I have been told by the Registry that for



the 149 working days, in the Single Bench and the Division Bench matters, there have been

disposal of 1501 main cases and 3178 miscellaneous cases namely, a total of 4679 cases. 

On my orders of transfer, I would have to leave the beautiful State of Utarakhand. It is one of the

most beautiful States in the country and I consider myself to be extremely fortunate to have

served the people of the State of Uttarakhand. It is not a beautiful State only because of its

environment, its geography etc., but the beauty of the State is enhanced by the wonderful people

that are here. The personality of the people of Uttarakhand is extremely special. Ever since I

arrived in this State, I have received abundant love and affection from everybody here, both from

the bar and from my esteemed brothers. was never made to feel like an outsider and was always

treated as one amongst you. 

The bar indeed has brilliant seniors and promising juniors. The members of the bar are ingenious

and hardworking. I will treasure the varied interactions I had with the seniors and the juniors of

the bar. My brother judges have been very co-operative and supportive. The love and affection

that I have received from my esteemed brother Judges will always be remembered by me. 

Before I say goodbye, I would like to express my gratitude to all the people who have assisted

me here. During my travels, I received impeccable security from the security staff namely Shri

Jagdish Chandra Arya,  Shri  Mahesh Pant,  Shri  Manmohan Singh, Shri  Krishna Kumar,  Shri

Surjeet Singh, Shri Pratap Singh, Shri Shanker Lal, Shri Ramesh Rana, Shri Vinod Bhatt, Shri

Hitender Nath. Each one of them has been very disciplined. I also appreciate the impeccable

services rendered by my drivers Shri Pradeep Naugai and Shri Sudhir Raturi, who are not only

efficient in their services but also extremely affectionate. I also thank my PSOs' Shri Prakash

Chandra and Shri Saurabh. They have always ensured that no harm falls on me. I also thank Dr.

L.M.S. Rawat and Shri L. P. Dhaundiyal, who have taken care of my medical requirement as

also that of my family. I thank them for keeping me hale and hearty. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to my Bench Secretaries Shri V.C. Raturi and Smt.

Preeti Singh Bajpayee, who have been very efficient in assisting me in the Court. I also thank my

Principal Private Secretary Shri Gurpreet Singh for attending to each one of my needs. He has

ensured that every requirement of mine was taken care of. I thank my Private Secretary Shri

Pravindra Singh Rathour, my Personal Assistants Shri Nishant Kumar and Shri Rahul Prajapati.

They have been extremely  efficient  in  their  work and have  been very  quick in  transcribing

judgments. In fact, whenever an advocate would submit that the matter is urgent, and state that

he required a certified copy by the end of the day, I would tell the lawyer that a situation where

the certified copy would not be received by the end of the day would not arise. Without waiting

for any further instruments from me, my Private Secretary and Personal Assistants would ensure



that the judgment was ready by the end of the day. My Private Secretary and Personal Assistants

have been very efficient and I thank them for it. I also thank the personal staff at my residence

Shri Harish Adhikari, Shri Deepak, Shri Bachan Singh, Shri Prakash, Shri Bipin, Shri Balwant,

Shri Ravi Kumar, who have worked tirelessly to make my family comfortable as well as Shri

Umesh Kumar, who has kept the house neat and tidy. I also place on record my appreciation to

Shri Vivek Goswami, the driver of the State Legal Services Authority for rendering services to

me and my family. I sincerely thank Shri Vinod Jagwan and Shri Govind Raj, who have worked

in my chamber and attended to every need of mine. 

Most importantly,  I  thank the Registry of this  Court for their  hard work and sincerity.  I am

deeply  grateful  to  the  former  Registrar  General  Shri  Hira  Singh  Bonal,  former

Registrar(Protocol) Shri Sujeet Singh and former Registrar (Computer) Shri ManojGarbyal. I

also  thank  Shri  Anuj  Kumar  Sangal,  Registrar  (Vigilance),  who  has  a  very  high  degree  of

integrity in discharging his duties and functions.  Shri  Dharmendra Singh Adhikari,  Registrar

(Judicial), is indeed very hardworking. His services will always be remembered. I also place on

record my appreciation of Smt. Shadab Bano, Registrar (Inspection) who has been extremely

efficient. The new Registrar General Shri Dhananjay Chaturvedi, Shri Ambika Pant, Registrar

(Computers),  Shri  Anirudh Bhatt,  Registrar  (Protocol),  Shri  Rajeev Kumar Khulbe,  Member

Secretary, SLSA, Shri Nitin Sharma, Director, UJALA, who have been handpicked and recently

inducted, are very promising officers. I am sure that they will be an added asset to this Court.

Shri  G.K. Sharma, former Member Secretary,  SLSA and former Director,  UJALA, has been

extremely efficient in the discharge of his duties and functions with utmost dedication. I thank

him for the same.

In  this  moment  of  departure,  I  wish  and pray  that  the  High Court  of  Uttarakhand  and  the

subordinate judiciary will rise to greater heights in the cause of quick and real dispensation of

justice. 

I conclude by wishing my esteemed brother Judges, the members of the Bar, Registry and staff

of the Court, the subordinate Judges, spouses of the Hon'ble Judges, a very happy, prosperous

and peaceful new year. Thank you one and all 


