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prisons are overcrowded, making it difficult for the
prisoners to maintain social distancing. There are 1339
prisons in this country, and approximately 4,666,084
inmates inhabit such prisons. According to the National
Crime Records Bureau, the occupancy rate of Indian
prisons is at 117.6%, and in states such as Uttar
Pradesh and Sikkim, the occupancy rate is as high as
176.5% and 157.3% respectively. Like most other viral
diseases, the susceptibility of COVID-19 is greater in
over-crowded places, mass gatherings, etc. Studies
indicate that contagious viruses such as COVID-19 virus
proliferate in closed spaces such as prisons. Studies
also establish that prison inmates are highly prone to
contagious viruses. The rate of ingress and egress in
prisons is very high, especially since persons
(accused, convicts, detenues etc.) are brought to the
prisons on a daily basis. Apart from them, several
correctional officers and other prison staff enter the
prisons regularly, and so do visitors (kith and kin of
prisoners) and lawyers. Therefore, there is a high risk
of transmission of COVID-19 virus to the prison
inmates. For the reasons mentioned above, our prisons
can become fertile breeding grounds for incubation of

COVID-19.
We are of the opinion that there is an imminent

need to take steps on an urgent basis to prevent the
contagion of COVID-19 virus in our prisons. If
prisoners are tested positive for the COVID-19 virus,
immediate measures have to be taken for their
guarantining and medical treatment. We are pleased to
note that some State Governments and their Departments
of Prisons have already taken preventive measures. For
instance, the Director General of Prisons, Kerala has
set up isolation cells within prisons across-Kerala.
Those suffering with COVID-19 symptoms such as cold and
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