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*  IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 

+  W.P.(C) 3227/2020 and CM APPL. 15113/2020 (on b/o Delhi High 

 Court Bar Association for impleadment) 

 

 MR. ANAND VAID                .....Petitioner  

Through: Mr. Ankur Mahidro, Mr. Ankush 

Satija & Ms. Sanjoli Mehrotra, Advocates. 
 

     versus 
 

PREETY VAID & ORS.                                    ….Respondents 

Through: Mr. Sanjoy Ghose & Mr. Naman Jain, 

Advocate for High Court of Delhi. 

Mr. Rahul Mehra, Standing Counsel (Crl.), 

GNCTD & Mr. Gautam Narayan, ASC, 

GNCTD with Ms. Dacchita Shahi & Mr. 

Adithya Nair, Advocates. 

Mr. Reetesh Singh, OSD, Examination.  

CORAM: 

HON’BLE MS. JUSTICE HIMA KOHLI 

HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SUBRAMONIUM PRASAD 

 

     O R D E R 

%      01.09.2020 
 

HEARD THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCING. 

1. On the last date of hearing, i.e., on 13.08.2020, the matter was adjourned 

as it was recorded in the order that though the Secretary (Finance), GNCTD 

was present, learned counsel for the GNCTD was unavailable. 

2. Mr. Rahul Mehra, learned Standing Counsel (Crl.), GNCTD clarifies 

today that he and his briefing counsel, Mr. Gautam Narayan, learned ASC, 

GNCTD had made several attempts to login for the hearing, but could not 

manage to do so due to some technical glitch in the system.  
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3. A revised Status Report dated 29.08.2020, has been filed by the 

Additional Secretary, Law and Justice and Legal Advisor, GNCTD, simply  

extracting inter alia, the Note dated 27.08.2020 of the Hon’ble Minister of Law, 

GNCTD, stating inter alia that in order to facilitate the process of conducting 

matters through the video conferencing mode in the aftermath COVID-19, 

GNCTD has cleared six proposals relating to digitization/scanning of records of 

the District Court, upgradation/enhancement of existing leased lines from 34 

MBPS to 1 GBPS, grant of permission to initiate the e-tender process for AMC 

of LAN to be installed in the District Courts, floating of an e-tender for annual 

rate contract of LANs installed for the District Courts, revalidation of 

expenditure sanctioned for procurement of network attached storage in District 

Courts and revalidation of expenditure sanctioned for the procurement of six 

routers for the District Courts. It has been observed that Delhi Government has 

ensured that all the proposals and issues pending and relating to the District 

Court and its functioning, are dealt with as expeditiously as possible and in the 

light of the steps already taken as recorded above, the present petition may be 

disposed of.  

4. A Status Report dated 29.08.2020 has been filed by the District and 

Session Judge (HQ).  Mr. Reetesh Singh, OSD (Examination), who is present in 

the hearing, states that the said Status Report has not been filed in response to 

the Status Report filed by the Delhi Govt. It only refers to the pending 

sanctions/revalidation of sanctions pertaining to the Delhi District Court. It is 

stated that the sanctions that have now been received from the Delhi 

Government are in respect of matters that had been flagged as long back as in 

May 2018 and only after the matter has been taken up on the judicial side, that 

sanctions/revalidated sanctions have been granted by the Delhi Govt. as referred 

to in its revised Status Report and recorded above.  
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5. The Status Report further states that equally important issues that are 

pending consideration at the end of the Delhi Government include purchase of 

32 vehicles against condemnation, which request was forwarded in April 2018, 

with more than a dozen reminders issued thereafter, fresh sanction of 52 hired 

vehicles required for transportation of newly recruited Delhi Judicial Officers, 

who were appointed in July 2019 and were undergoing training at that time and 

sanction for 67 hired vehicles for transportation of Judicial Officers, a request 

made on 11.02.2020, which is still pending. It is stated by Mr. Reetesh Singh, 

OSD (Examination) that the aforesaid pending matters are no less important as 

the District Courts have partially opened physically, effective from today. The 

request for fresh purchase of vehicles against condemned vehicles has been 

pending with the GNCTD for the past over two years. Due to the said pendency 

of sanctions, the District Court has had to hire vehicles at the cost of the safety 

and security of 674 Judicial Officers (274 Delhi Judicial Higher Service 

Officers and 400 Delhi Judicial Service Officers). 

6. It is submitted that as on date, out of 96 vehicles that ought to be 

available in the carpool for transporting 674 Judicial Officers to and fro the 

court, only 41 official vehicles are available. Out of the said 41 official 

vehicles, 12 vehicles are at the stage of condemnation, having completed 15 

years and 11 vehicles that were already been condemned by the Delhi High 

Court, were made available to the District Court after making them road worthy 

for the use of Judicial Officers. The said vehicles are also completing the 

mandatory period of 15 years soon and will not be treated as road worthy 

thereafter. It is in this background that an urgent request for purchase of 

vehicles for use of senior judicial officers, lady judicial officers and for other 

court related work including remand work, TIPs, inquest etc. has been made 

and remains pending at the end of Delhi Govt.  
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7. Besides the issue of purchase of vehicles and extension of sanction for 

hiring vehicles, the issue of revalidation of sanction of budgetary allocation for 

recruitment of staff in the Delhi District Courts, Family Courts, DSLSA and the 

Delhi Judicial Academy is pending with Delhi Government.  Further, financial 

sanction for recruitment of Group-C category of staff is stated to be pending 

since 19.06.2019. The issue regarding revalidation of sanction towards 

expenditure incurred for holding written test, typing test and interview for the 

post of Junior Judicial Assistants (JJAs), recruitment whereof was completed on 

30.07.2018, is also pending since August, 2018.   

8. Mr. Reetesh Singh, OSD (Examination) clarifies that insofar as the 

revalidation of sanctions towards expenditure incurred for recruitment of JJAs 

is concerned, the fee received from the applicants alongwith the application 

forms to the tune of Rs.3.50 crores, was credited directly into the bank account 

of the Delhi Government but the amounts incurred for conducting the said 

recruitment process on engaging a Government agency to the tune of Rs.4-5 

crores (approx.), has not been released ever since August, 2018. 

9. Having perused the status of the pending requests forwarded by the 

District & Sessions Judge (HQ) to the Delhi Govt., we decline to accede to the 

request made by Mr. Mehra, learned Standing Counsel (Crl.), GNCTD that the 

present petition ought to be closed and the said issues ought to be left for 

resolution on the administrative side. In our view, had the pending matters 

relating to sanction and revalidation of requests not been taken up on the 

judicial side, their fate would have remained the same as it was ever since the 

year 2018. Such an indifferent approach adopted by the respondent to the 

genuine requests for according sanctions in respect of several critical matters 

made by the District Court from time to time, starting from May 2018, is most 

disappointing and not expected of the Executive, which in discharge of its 

constitutional duty, is expected to provide all the facilities that are required by 
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the District Courts for effectively discharging their judicial obligations. A 

Judicial Officer cannot be expected to function effectively in court in the 

absence of adequate support staff including the Group-C staff.  Nor can judges 

be deprived of official vehicles for commuting to the court. To state that issues 

relating to purchase of vehicles and permission for revalidation of budgetary 

allocation for recruitment of staff is not so urgent and can wait, is most 

untenable and turned down. 

10. It is noteworthy that for the pending sanctions/revalidations relating to 

other branches and projects of District Court referred to above, vide order dated 

16.06.2020, we had directed Delhi Govt. to process the same within four weeks, 

i.e., by mid July, 2020. Steps in that direction ought to have been taken by now.  

Instead, the court is being requested to close the matter.   

11. As Mr. Mehra, learned Standing Counsel (Crl.), GNCTD states that he 

may be permitted to revert back with instructions from the Department on the 

remaining pending issues and file a fresh affidavit, for the present, we are 

refraining from passing any further orders. Needful shall be done within two 

weeks with an advance copy to the other side. The affidavit shall indicate a 

timeline within which the remaining matters shall be processed.  

12. List on 21.09.2020. 

HIMA KOHLI, J.  

 

SUBRAMONIUM PRASAD, J. 

SEPTEMBER 01, 2020 
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