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* IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  DELHI  AT  NEW  DELHI

+ W.P.(C) 3695/2020  

DELHI HIGH COURT BAR CLERKS'  ASSOCIATION
..... Petitioner

Through:  Mr.  Inderbir  Singh  Alag,  Sr.  Adv.
with  Mr.  N.K.  Aggarwal,  Mr.  Nupur  Sachdeva,
Ms.  Sanjana  Antil,  Ms.  Yogita  Sunaria,
Ms.Vismaya Bansal, Ms. Shreya Mittal, Mr. Atul
Tanwar and Mr. Devkinandan Mittal, Advs. along
with  President  and  Secretary  of  petitioner
association.

 versus

UNION OF INDIA & ORS     ..... Respondents
Through: Mr.  Rohan  Anand,  Adv.  for
Mr.Kirtiman Singh, CGSC for R1. 
Mr. Satyakam, ASC. 
Mr. Preet Pal Singh, Adv. for BCI. 
Mr. Sanjoy Ghose, with Mr. Naman Jain, Adv. for 
R6. 

CORAM:
HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE REKHA PALLI

O R D E R
% 09.07.2020

1. The Delhi High Court Bar Clerk’s Association, representing the

common cause of persons engaged as clerks to members of the Delhi

High Court Bar Association, filed this petition seeking the following

reliefs:-

“a. Issue a writ of mandamus or any other appropriate writ,



order or direction to the Respondents to form a Rs.5 crore
fund for the welfare of the clerks who are members of the
Petitioner Association, as to ensure that subsistence during
the period of COVID-19 lockdown.  

b. Issue a writ of mandamus or any other appropriate writ,
order  or  direction  to  the  Respondents  to  immediately  pay
Rs.20,000/-  to  the  members  of  the  Petitioner  Association,
who  are  suffering  financial  distress  amid  COVID-19
lockdown, as interim relief, in a time bound manner;

c. Issue a writ of mandamus or any other appropriate writ,
order or direction to the Respondents to formulate a scheme
for the welfare of the members of the Petitioner Association
so as to come out from the effect of COVID-19.”

2. On 23.06.2020 when  the  petition  was  taken  up  for  the  first

time, Mr. Alag, learned senior counsel for the petitioner had primarily

sought  establishment  of  a  fund  to  assist  needy  members  of  the

petitioner  association,  who  are  in  the  throes  of  severe  financial

distress during the global pandemic. He had also submitted that since

several  members  of  the  Delhi  High  Court  Bar  Association  are

experiencing  grave  difficulty  in  sustaining  themselves  and  their

families  during  the  global  pandemic,  their  employees,  who  are

members  of  the  petitioner  association,  are  in  dire  straits.  He,  thus

submitted that when the petitioner’s repeated representations, in this

regard,  to  various  competent  authorities  went  unanswered,  the

petitioner was compelled to approach this Court. 

3. In  the  light  of  these  submissions  and  the  fact  that  the

respondent no.3 had established a fund to provide financial aid to its

needy members,  it  was put  to Mr.  Mohit  Mathur,  the President  of



respondent  no.3  whether  such  a  fund  could  be  set  up,  within  a

reasonable period,  for  providing timely  aid to  the members  of  the

petitioner  as  well,  with  the  help  of  donations  made  by  various

members of the respondent association. Mr. Mathur had sought time

to examine this aspect and the matter was adjourned to 01.07.2020.

On this date, the Court was informed that the respondent no.3 had, in

principal,  agreed  to  create  a  fund.  However,  the  said  respondent

proposed to monitor this fund by way of a committee comprising of

some of its office bearers to ensure that the amounts released by way

of aid, were effectively distributed and reached only those members

of  the  petitioner  association  who  were  experiencing  bona  fide

hardship and were not receiving monthly salaries from the employer. 

4. Today, learned senior counsel for the petitioner submits that the

petitioner and respondent no.3 have finalised a scheme for creation of

a fund, built on the contributions or donations received from members

of the respondent no.3’s association. For this purpose, a separate bank

account in the name of such a fund will be created and all donations

shall  be  made  in  favour  thereof;  however,  this  account  will  be

operated by office bearers of the petitioner association itself and shall

be subject  to the supervision of the respondent no.3 association as

also two of its members, viz., Mr. Mohit Gupta, Treasurer and Mr.

Nagender Banipal, Executive Member. 

5. Mr. Alag, learned senior counsel for the petitioner prays that in

view  of  these  developments,  now  that  the  respondent  no.3  has

formalised the scheme for creation of the fund, he does not press the

remaining reliefs sought in this petition. He, therefore, prays that the



present petition be disposed of as not pressed, by granting liberty to

the petitioner to again approach this Court in respect of the reliefs

sought against the remaining respondents, if the need so arises. 

6. The petition is, accordingly, disposed of with liberty as prayed

for and the hope that more members of the respondent association and

civil  society will  empathise with the plight  of  the members of  the

petitioner association and feel compelled to contribute generously to

the fund proposed to be set up.  

7. The Court appreciates the stand taken by respondent no.3 in the

present matter as also for the generous contributions being made by

its members to the Clerks’ Welfare fund. 

REKHA PALLI, J.
JULY 09, 2020
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