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In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic and its deleterious impact on the rights of workers to                 
life, livelihood, shelter and health, the alumni and students of the National Academy of Legal               
Studies and Research (NALSAR), Hyderabad have come together to contribute to ongoing            
relief efforts in India.  

We have partnered with NALSAR, multiple civil society organisations and individuals to support             
stranded migrant workers with nutritious food, water, sanitation kits and travel arrangements for those              
who wish to travel to their homes.  

It is heart-warming for us to witness the overwhelming support we have received from our alumni and                 
well-wishers. We have collected INR 20 lakhs in the first three days of our initiative. After                
extensive reaching out to civil society networks, labour unions, and state officers operating on the               
ground to understand the most urgent need, the collected funds have been directed towards the               
following projects: 

 
1) In collaboration with Jai Bhim Vikas Seva Sanstha, we have facilitated the travel of 9 migrant                

worker families (employed in a brick kiln) of 20 adults and 25 children from Bhilwara district,                
Rajasthan, to Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh. Due to the lockdown, the brick kiln these workers were               
employed at was closed and they were left stranded with little money and no shelter, water and                 
basic amenities and had commenced a journey by foot. The total allocation for this project is INR                 
1.2 lakhs, which will cover travel, food, cash transfer for immediate needs (INR 1000 per person)                
and rations to sustain the workers when they get home. 

2) In collaboration with Loving Migrant Workers Network and Samerth Charitable Trust, we are             
arranging for the flight travel of 174 workers and their children from Bengaluru to Raipur. Together                
with our partners, we will finance their journey home and provide a cash transfer of Rs.1000 each                 
for immediate relief. We will also provide other logistical support through partner organisations,             
including pick up/drop off to the airport, food, water, protective gear and ration kits. INR 16 lakhs                 
will be spent on this project.  

3) In partnership with Goonj, we facilitated the home-bound return of 22 migrant workers from              
Jharkhand who were stranded in Aloor, Kerala. We are facilitating their journey from Aloor to               
Bokaro, Jharkhand by a Shramik train. Ground-level volunteers ensured they reached the            
screening centre, provided them with meals, besides bread, biscuits and water bottles (provided             
by Goonj) and are presently ensuring that they receive regular meals along their journey.  

4) When it was discovered that migrant workers and their children on a train from Bengaluru to                
Nagpur were travelling without food, our volunteers at Secunderabad liaised with the Centre for              
Social Justice, to provide food to the passengers at the Secunderabad station. 

 
We are tremendously grateful for the donations and voluntary work that made these projects possible.               
We thank Foodshaala Foundation for partnering with us for this initiative. We continue to collect               
funds to organise and support similar initiatives across the country. Given that there is going to be                 
greater need for relief and rehabilitation in the coming weeks and months, we hope that people will                 
continue to donate generously and disseminate our message widely. Any enquiries from the press or               
otherwise can be directed to our volunteers: Rupali (9818643731); Raji (97048 47263); Shreejoyee             
(97488 78020) and Divyastuti (7837002610). 


