
Functioning of Orissa High Court during the lockdown  

 In view of declaration of nationwide lockdown the normal functioning 
of Orissa High Court has been suspended since 23.03.2020 by unanimous 
resolution of Hon’ble Judges in Full Court meeting. Since then the Court has 
been functioning through Video Conferencing in a restricted manner 
adhering to social distancing norms with limited number of Benches.  

 During the initial phase of lockdown the Court functioned with two to 
three Benches on alternative days of the week. On 04.05.2020 the extent of 
functioning through Video Conferencing was scaled up to five Single 
Benches on every working day of the week and one Division Bench on every 
Tuesday and Thursday. On 26.05.2020 the functioning of Court through 
Video Conferencing was again scaled up to seven Single Benches on every 
working day and one Division Bench on Tuesday and Thursday.   

 In the period between 23.03.2020 to 12.06.2020, 10597 cases have 
been instituted in the High Court of Orissa. 14957 cases have been listed 
before 33 Division Benches and 187 Single Benches which functioned 
through Video Conferencing and 7039 main cases have been disposed of 
during the period. 

 The 7039 cases disposed of during the above period include 2468 Bail 
Applications u/s. 438 Cr.P.C., 1144 Bail Applications u/s. 439 Cr.P.C., 2630 
Writ Petitions and 347 Contempt Petitions. Besides that 450 other matters 
were disposed of which include Criminal Appeals, Writ Appeals, First 
Appeals from Orders, Civil Miscellaneous Petitions, Criminal Miscellaneous 
Petitions, Criminal Revisions and Applications u/s. 482 Cr.P.C. 

In view of the difficulty associated with the lockdown, willing lawyers 
and litigants have been facilitated to file cases through e- filing and to 
conduct cases through Video Conferencing from their homes/ offices. E Seva 
Kendra has been opened to assist the lawyers and litigants who have no 
access to IT services and face difficulty in e-filing. Lawyers and litigants 
have been permitted to download digital copies of orders and Judgments 
from High Court website and use those at par with certified copies.  

The High Court will continue its limited functioning till 03.07.2020.  

 

 



  

  

    


