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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION  

I.A.No.       of 2020 

IN 

WRIT PETITION ( C) NO. 571/2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF  

ODISHA VIKAS PARISAD  …… PETITIONER  

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA AND ORS      ……RESPONDENTS 

 

AND 

AFTAB HOSSEN      ……APPLICANT 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION 

TO, 

The chief justice of India and 

 his companion Judges of the  

Hon’ble supreme court of India. 

 

The humble application fo the applicant 

above named 

 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH 
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1. That applicant is by religion Muslim and earnestly seeking 

partial modification of the order dated 18/6/20  of this 

Hon’ble court passed in the above noted case,  whereby 

this Hon’ble court restrained Ratha Yatra in the entire State 

of Odisha. It is pertinent to mention herein that the present 

applicant filed intervention application i.e. I.A. No. 

55745/20 to intervene in the above noted matter and same 

is pending adjudication. 

2. That the Ratha Yatra of Lord Jagannath is continuously 

being performed for thousand years and it is the part  and 

parcel of Lord Jagannath culture. As per the ritual of Lord 

Jagannath,  the RATHA YATRA is performed in every 

year and if one year it is not performed, same can not be 

performed for next 12(twelve) years.  As such, restraining   

the Ratha Yatra this year practically mean restraining the 

Ratha Yatra for next 12 years which is in turn create great 

repercussion and chaos in the Lord Jagannath Culture and 

reituals.  Moreso,  after passing of the Injunction order of 

completely  banning Ratha Yatra,  the writ petition is 
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virtually disposed of as nothing left to be decided therein 

and issuance of notice has no purpose to be served. 

3. That the history of Ratha Yatra finds its place from the 

Purana (mythology). That, after the construction of the 

Shree Jagannath Temple by the renowned king Shree 

Indradumnya same was Inagurated by lord Brahma (the 

creator God of the Universe) and thereafter the Lord 

Jagannath being pleased on the king Shree Indradumnya 

and his Queen Gundicha , asking  them to seek boon for 

them for their renowned act. As such,  both  sought that 

once in every  year  the lord Jagannath will come out of 

temple and come to their house as their son, whereto the 

lord Jagannath accorded and from then the said process is 

known as Ratha Yatra and same is continuing till date. The  

king and queen,  as they were childless  sought  assurance 

that the Ratha Yatra should not be stopped and 

continuously to be carried out, whereto the lord Jagannath 

assured that RATHA YATRA will be continuously 

followed every year without break. As such, it is deemed 
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that   any  endeavour to  stop Ratah Yatra would bring 

divine displeasure and From then the Ratha Yatra is being 

performed continuously  and even in  the British Rule same  

has never  stopped. 

4. That two writ petitions ( civil) were filed  bearing No. 

12494/20 and 13853/20 in the Orissa high court, one 

seeking to  stop of Ratha Yatra and another in favour of 

carrying  on Ratha Yatra, and the Hon’ble high court vide 

its judgment dated 9/6/20 left it to  the wisdom of the state 

government to decide whether or not to allow the Ratha 

Yatra on 23/6/20 depending on the situation then prevalent 

on the ground about  the spread of  coronavirus. It is 

clarified that if the Ratha yatra is carried on,   then the state 

government shall ensure strict adherence  to the directives 

issued by the Government of  India in clause 3 of their 

letter dated 7/5/20 with regard to the adherence to the 

lockdown measures issued by the ministry of home affairs. 

The copy of the order dated 9/6/20 of the Hon’ble high 
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court of Odisha is annexed as ANNEXURE-A-1.(Page            

20 to 36 ) 

5. That the letter dated 7/5/20 of the central government 

addressed to the chief secretary of the government of 

odisha indicates that the Odisha Government sought 

permission from the central government  to hold Ratha 

Yatra. As such,  permission for construction of Ratha in the 

Ratha Khal was granted by imposing certain conditions but 

leaving the decision about  holding of the Ratha Yatra 

entirely to the discretion of the  state government. The 

excerpts  of the said letter is as follows 

3. The undersigned is directed to convey that the 

activity of Ratha construction is allowed  to be 

undertaken  in the Ratha khala which is situated on the 

both sides of the grand road in front of the temple office 

and Sri Nahar (palace) subject to the following 

conditions being fulfilled. 
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a)  No religious congregation takes place in the Ratha 

Khala, complete segregation of ratha khala should  be 

enforced. 

b) The new guidelines on lockdown measures issued 

by MHA on 1/5/20 including the national directives for 

covid 19 management should be compulsorily adhered 

to. 

4) However, the decisions regarding  holding  of 

Ratha Yatra be taken by the state Government keeping 

in view the conditions prevailing at that point of time. 

6. That from the letter dated 7/5/20 which was issued by the 

central Government  to the Governemnt of Odisha,  it is 

manifestly evident that the state Government has sought 

permission from the Government of India to hold Ratha 

yatra on 23/6/20 and as such government of India vide its 

letter dated 7/5/20  left it to the discretion  of the state of 

Odisha  to hold or not to hold the Ratha yatra. 

7. Thereafter, the state government proceeded to construct 

Rathas  for Ratha Yatra and same are at the end of 
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completion. Moreso, for smooth conducting of  Ratha 

yatra, the state government conducted covid test of 800 

(eight hundreds) sevayats who are associated exclusively 

with seva puja of Lord Jagannath and 372 sevayats who are 

engaged in Ratha construction and all are found negative of 

the corona test. As such, the state government has fully 

prepared to conduct the Ratha Yatra without any hindrance 

and without participation of general public in as much as 

for conduction Ratha Yatra only 750 people are enough but 

there are 1172 covid test negative Sevayats are available 

for performance of Ratha Yatra. Moreso, there are also 

temple police and Genral police who are exclusively 

associated with temple protection and security. As such 

from this it is clear that Ratha Yatra can be performed  

without any public participation and only by sevayats as 

stated above.  

8.    Further the State Govt. and the Jagannth Temple 

Administration has already spent corers of rupees for 

construction of chariots/Rathas and other allied 
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requirements such as huge COVID tests of servitors, 

quarantine of servitors associated with cart Festival, 

purchase of huge quantities of handloom masks and 

sanitizers…etc. The State Government and Temple 

Managing Committee through its authorized spokesperson 

have time and again declared that it has made all other 

arrangements for performance of cart festival this year by 

observing COVID19 guideline. 

9. That it is pertinent to mention herein that the State 

Government has shut down completely entire activity on 

Saturday and Sunday in every week  in eleven districts of 

the State of Odisha  upto 30/6/20 and the temple town Puri 

is coming within the said districts. So, if the state 

government will completely shut down Puri district on 

23/6/20, the day of Ratha Yatra, giving permission to the 

Temple committee to hold Ratha Yatra involving only 

sevayats and temple police and police associated with 

temple protection as stated above,  restraining participation 

of  general public, in such a situation the Ratha Yatra can 

be  performed without any chance of the spreading of covid 

19 and Ritual and culture of Lord Jagannath would be 
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honored. Now, after passing of this Hon’ble court’s order,   

there is anger all over the Odisha and India and resentment 

in the mind of people against the Government. The  people 

of Odisha are eagerly wishing performance of Ratha Yatra 

by Sevayats only  without participation of the General 

public and general public has in the sake of performance of 

Ratha Yatra  will prefer self abstention from participation 

in Ratah Yatra and wishing performance of same only by 

sevayats for the sake of observance of lord Jagannath’s 

culture. Further, it is the wish of the general public that 

Ratha Yatra be hold only by Sevayats as stated above and 

the temple town of Puri be shut down on the day of Ratha 

yatra,  only permitting  the Ratha Yatra performance within 

the stretch of around three kilometer space from Srimandir 

to Sri Gundicha mandir and that will meet the ends of 

justice and thereby Lord Jagannath’s coulture and ritual 

would be honoured. 

10.   That it is a fact that when any epidemic spread or any 

great famine  occurs due to stoppage of rain, the Lord 
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Jagannath was brought out of the Temple by sevayats for 

relive of aforesaid disaster. Moreso, there is scientific 

reason for observance of  Ratha Yatra.  When Lord 

Jagannath came out of temple during the process of Ratha 

Yatra,   the nature became pleasant  and it removes 

difficulties persistent then for the sake of living being. It is 

pertinent to mention herein that, the day on which Ratha 

Yatra observed temperature of the atmosphere is normally 

high but nature being please on the occasion of Ratha 

Yatra,  shower on the same day to relieve the temperature 

and smooth running of the Lord Jagannath’s Ratha Yatra. 

Most crucial point  is that Ratha Yatra is not the celebration 

of general public but it is the celebration of  Lord 

Jagannath’s itself as same is part and parcel of Lord 

Jagannath’s Rituals enshrined in the Shree Jagannath 

Temple Act. Moreover, the Lord Jagannath is not the deity 

only but Lord Jagannath is the living God in the Iron Age 

i.e. Kaliyuga and entire activity of Lord Jagannath is 

performed as is done with a living being.  So, scientifically 
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if the Ratha Yatra observed the covid 19 will remain 

ineffective and come to nought. Moreover, Srimad 

Bhagabad Gita is the living advice of the Lord Srikrisna  to 

the mankind through his lordship’s disciple Arjuna and 

Lord Srikrisna is himself lord Jagannath in Kaliyuga. As 

such, the relevant slokas (verses) of the Srimad Bhagabata 

Gita  are quoted herein infra since the issue involve is 

related to human being health and prosperity. 

   Part 7 of verse 7 it is stated that  

: Mata paratarang nanyat kinchidasthi Dhanajaya 

Mayi sarbamidang protang sutre manigana iba: 

Meaning  

Dear Arjun nothing is supreme to me  as I am the supreme 

and the way studs are assemble in a thread  making it 

garland, similarly entire thing in the universe  is laying in 

me. 

In Part  9 verse 17 it is stated that  

: Pitahamasya jagato mata dhata pitamaha 
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Bedyang pabitromokar ruksham yajureb ch: 

Meaning  I am the father, mother and sheltergiver and great 

grandfather of the Universe. I am also the sacred OMkara, 

Ruk, Syam  and Yayurbed. 

In Part  9 verse 18 it is stated that 

:Gati verta prabhu sakhi nibasa sarang sruhud 

Prabhaba pralaya sthanang nidhanang bijamabyayam: 

Meaning:  I am the iswar, sheltergiver, upbringer and best 

friend and I am creator and destroyer of  this universe. 

In Part  9 verse 29 it is stated that 

: Samohang sarbabhutesu na me dyeswa sthi na priya 

Je vajanti tu mang vaktya mayi te  tesu chapyaham: 

Meaning, I am present everywhere, neither anybody is dear 

to me nor anybody is foe to me, but whoever worship me,   

I please on him and I am friend to him. 

11.   So, from the above it is clear that,  if the Ratha Yatra is 

performed it will please Lord Jagannath  and in 
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consequence please  nature and in consequence the covid-

19 will disappear otherwise it will have disastrous effect to 

the mankind  which can not be avoided.  

12.  That when Italy was grievously affected by the Covid-

19 and every day there was increasing death,   the chief 

doctor incharge of the ICU stated that,  notwithstanding 

every endeavour as available in medical science,   we are 

not able to restrict the death case and not able to contain 

the invisible enemy i.e. covid 19 and in such a case only 

God can save us,  none-else. So, when it is within the 

purview of the human potency,   human can do but when it 

is beyond the human potency,  only recourse is God. The 

God is the creator and destroyer and if it pleases what will 

not happen in the universe. So, in disaster everybody take 

shelter of God as there is no recourse open or available  

and in such a principle if we will not rely on the God but 

act against him and not worship him,  we would not be 

spared but perished. 



14 

 

13.     The Ratha Yatra is dearest to Odisha People     in as 

much as the issue involved therein is related to cultural, 

traditional, usage, health, prosperity of the mankind  and 

respect of the people of  Odisha,  irrespective of the caste, 

creed, religion, sex etc. Cart Festival is the most important 

festival among all festivals of Lord Jagannath. During Cart 

Festivals, in practical, the devotees and visitors are not 

pulling the Chariots. Maximum 50 devotees and few Police 

personnel for each cart are used to pull chariots. Therefore 

the most important ritual and tradition of Lord Jagannath 

can be performed without participation of general public 

and same can be performed only by sevayats. 

14. That,  It is a fact that covid-19 has no impact in Odisha 

as the Virus has reached its fag end  and having less ability 

to harm the general health of people. Every living being 

whether seen to naked eye or not  has life span and has 

phases of life i.e. nascent stage (young stage), middle stage 

(youth stage)  and fag end  stage (old stage). It is 

submitted,  on the comprehensive study of the world wide 
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spreading  and death happened owing to COVID-19 

infection that, the VIRUS has  spent its luxurious youth 

stage in ITALY, SPAIN, BRITAIN, USA, and caused 

substantial death to their people. However, by  the time it 

reached to India, it has attended the old age and not able to 

extend much harm to the Indian people. Further,  the Indian  

Media without studying the ground reality of the actual 

menace of COVID-19 as stands today hyping in such a 

fashion which culminates to a dreaded fear in the mind 

people of INDIA contrary to the ground reality. If the 

media report will be taken as true then there would have 

been substantial death in India but that is not the case in 

India as on today.  As such, COVID-19 is not a ground to 

stop a famous cultural and spiritual performance which 

occur once in the year. It is  also pertinent to mention 

herein that the Ratha Yatra  not only observed in Odisha, 

but also across the India as well as world in consonance    

of Ratha Yatra    observed at Puri. Further, the RATHA 

YATRA has been performing continuously for thousand 
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years   and stopping same  alone will have great 

repercussion  and injustice to the entire nation. 

15.  That it is pertinent to mention herein that temple town 

of Puri is in Green  Zone and   infection of covid-19 is 

cyphere therein but whatever  infection occurred therein 

that is due to the migrants coming from other states. So, if 

the Puri Town will be completely shut down on the day of 

Ratha Yatra, the Ratha yatra can be smoothly done by 

Sevayats only  and no infection will happen to general 

public and that will meet the ends of justice. 

16.   That in view of the above,  in the interests  of the 

justice this Hon’ble court be pleased to modify the order 

dated 18/06/20, allowing the Ratha yatra of Lord Jagannath  

of Puri to be conducted in the Temple town Puri,  alone by 

the sevayats as stated above from Srimandir  to Sri 

Gundicha mandir, shutting down the entire puri district and 

restraining the public participation therein. 

PRAYER 
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In view of the above facts and circumstances of the case the 

Hon’ble court may graciously be pleased to  

a)  to modify the order dated 18/06/20,  Directing  the 

Government of Odisha to conduct the Ratha yatra of Lord 

Jagannath  of Puri at Puri alone by the sevayats only as 

stated above,  from Srimandir  to Sri Gundicha mandir, 

shutting down the entire Puri district and restraining the 

general  public participation therein and/or  

b) To allow the application in the interests of justice and/or 

c) Pass any other order as this Hon’ble court deems fit and 

proper in the interests of justice. 

 

 

Drawn By 

HARAPRASAD SAHU 

Advocate 

New Delhi   PRANAYA KUMAR MOHAPATRA 

Dated 19/06/20   Advocate for the applicant 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION  

I.A.No.       of 2020 

IN 

WRIT PETITION ( C) NO. 571/2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF  

ODISHA VIKAS PARISAD  …… PETITIONER  

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA AND ORS     ……RESPONDENTS 

 

AND 

AFTAB HOSSEN    ……APPLICANT 

AFFIDAV I T 

I, Aftab Hossen, S/o. Imdad Hossen, At/po/ps:- Itamati, 

Ps/Dist Nayagarh,Odisha, Pin:-752068,   do hereby solemnly  

affirm and declare  as under:-      

 

1. That I am  the applicant in the above mentioned matters, as 

such  I am well conversant with the facts of the case and am 

competent to depose to this affidavit.  

2. That the statements of facts contained in the application for 

modification are true and correct  to my knowledge and belief 

and  no part of this is false.. 

3. That the Annexure-  A-1   is the true  and correct copy of its 

respective originals and formed part of the record in the courts 

below. That the petitioner has not filed any other application 

seeking  similar relief. 

4. I swear that the contents of my above affidavit are true and 

correct to best of my knowledge and belief and nothing 

material is suppressed or concealed therefrom. 
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DEPONENT  

Verified at    Nayagarh, odisha             on this       

March , 2020   that the contents of my above affidavit are 

true and correct to  the best of my knowledge and belief and 

nothing material has been concealed therefrom and no part of 

it is false. 

 

       DEPONENT 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION  

I.A.No.       of 2020 

IN 

WRIT PETITION ( C) NO. 571/2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF  

ODISHA VIKAS PARISAD  …… PETITIONER  

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA AND ORS     ……RESPONDENTS 

 

AND 

AFTAB HOSSEN    ……APPLICANT 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION FROM FILING 

AFFIDAVIT 

TO, 

The chief justice of India and 

 his companion Judges of the  

Hon’ble supreme court of India. 

 

The humble application fo the applicant 

above named 

 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH 

1. That applicant is by religion Muslim and earnestly seeking 

partial modification of the order dated 18/6/20  of this 
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Hon’ble court passed in the above noted case,  whereby this 

Hon’ble court restrained Ratha Yatra in the entire State of 

Odisha. It is pertinent to mention herein that the present 

applicant filed intervention application i.e. I.A. No. 55745/20 

to intervene in the above noted matter and same is pending 

adjudication. 

2. That due to  covid-19 crisis it is not practically feasible to 

give affidavit owing to the lockdown situation and non-

availability of notary is also an issue for which it is not 

practically feasible to furnish affidavit. 

3. As such this Hon’ble court  may please to exempt the 

applicant to furnish affidavit in the aforesaid case. 

PRAYER 

In view of the above facts and circumstances of the case the 

Hon’ble court may graciously be pleased to  

a)  to exempt the applicant to furnish the affidavit in the 

aforesaid case and/or  

b) Pass any other order as this Hon’ble court deems fit and 

proper in the interests of justice. 

Drawn By 

HARAPRASAD SAHU 

Advocate 

New Delhi        PRANAYA KUMAR MOHAPATRA 

Dated 20/06/20   Advocate for the applicant 


