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IN THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION) 

I.A NO. ____ OF 2020 
 

IN 

 

SUO MOTU WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 6 OF 2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF 

 

IN RE: PROBLEMS AND MISERIES 

OF MIGRANT LABOURERS 

…PETITIONER (S) 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 

 

MR. RANDEEP SINGH 

SURJEWALA 

…APPLICANT 

 
 

APPLICATION FOR INTERVENTION  

 

To 

THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE AND  

HIS HON’BLE COMPANION JUSTICES  

OF THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA  

 

           THE HUMBLE APPLICATION 

OF THE APPLICANT ABOVE-NAMED 
 

 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

1. That this Hon’ble Court in Suo Motu Writ Petition No. 6 

of 2020, vide order dated 26.05.2020, took cognizance of 

problems and miseries of migrant laborers who had been 

stranded in different parts of the country after the nation-

wide lockdown. Further, this Hon’ble Court vide the said 

order has requested the Government of India to assist and 
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bring to the notice of this Hon’ble Court all measures and 

steps taken by the Government of India and the steps 

which are to be taken in respect of addressing the 

problems and miseries of migrant laborers. The 

observations of this Hon’ble Court qua the plight and 

suffering of migrant laborers in the aforementioned 

SMWP No. 06 of 2020 are reproduced herein below: 

 

“The newspaper reports and the media reports 

have been continuously showing the 

unfortunate and miserable conditions of 

migrant laborers walking on-foot and cycles 

from long distances. They have also been 

complaining of not being provided food and 

water by the administration at places where 

they were stranded or in the way…..  

In the present situation of lockdown in the 

entire country, this section of the society needs 

succor and help by the concerned Governments 

especially steps need to be taken by the 

Government of India, State Governments/Union 

Territories in this difficult situation to extend 

helping hand to these migrant laborers….” 

 

2. That the instant application is being filed pursuant to the 

above-mentioned order of this Hon’ble Court through the 

Applicant – Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala, who is a 

distinguished former Minister and Legislator, and who 

has dedicated his life to the service of the nation. He is 
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the Head of Communications and Media Outreach as well 

as the official spokesperson of the Indian National 

Congress (INC), which is the principal political 

opposition party in the Parliament. He was the National 

President of the Indian Youth Congress (IYC) – the youth 

wing of the INC. He holds the record of being one of the 

youngest cabinet ministers in the Haryana State Govt 

Cabinet. He is a lawyer by profession with more than 

three of decades of legal practice under his belt.  

 

3. He is also Member of the ‘Core Committee’ constituted 

by the INC to aid and assist the Government of India in 

combating the Covid-19 pandemic. That over the course 

of past 2 months, the Applicant has addressed more than 

10 press conferences on the issue of Covid-19 pandemic 

and consequent nation-wide lockdown. Further, as a 

member of the Covid -19 Consultative Core Committee 

of the INC, the Applicant has studied several grounds 

reports received from the INC party workers from across 

the nation and thereupon suggested various measures to 

the Government of India, in battling economic and health 

challenges associated with the Covid–19 pandemic.  

Infact, on several occasions, the Applicant has also 

suggested specific measures to the Government of India 

for alleviating the present plight of the migrant workers 

stranded all over the country due to the nation-wide 

lockdown.  
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4. His credentials and track record are impeccable and he 

humbly and most respectfully seeks to bring to the kind 

attention of this Hon’ble Court, several pertinent and un-

addressed problems faced by the migrant laborers, about 

which the Applicant herein has been very consistently 

vocal in ventilating his views, which is a matter of public 

record.  

5. That at present, due to the nation-wide lockdown, the 

Parliament of India has not been able to conduct any 

session since March of 2020, and hence the Applicant and 

INC have been unable to raise the issues qua migrant 

labourers before the Parliament. Further, due to failure of 

the Government of India to formulate any joint committee 

with the opposition political parties for addressing issues 

of stranded migrant labourers, the Government of India 

has been unable to consider the measures suggested by 

the Applicant and the opposition party or any member of 

Parliament not belonging to the ruling dispensation. 

Therefore in light of the afore-mentioned and urgent 

redressal required by the stranded migrant labourers, the 

Applicant is constrained to approach this Hon’ble Court 

with regard to measures for helping the stranded 

migrants.  

 

6. That by way of the present Application, the Applicant 

seeks to intervene and apprise this Hon’ble Court of 

certain pertinent measures that may be considered by the 

Government of India in order to alleviate the plight of the 
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stranded migrant labourers, who are presently stranded or 

travelling long distances with great difficulty due to the 

nation-wide lockdown. They are as follows :- 

 

 

6.1 In view of the fact that, at present there is no nation-wide 

action plan qua the stranded migrant labourers, to identity 

and accurately tally the total number of migrant labourers 

who continue to be stranded, the Government of India 

needs to carry out an exercise at the District and Village 

level to prepare these lists immediately.  

 

6.2 Furthermore, it is suggested that the Government of India 

may immediately set up reception centres and facilitation 

centres at District and Village level for receiving labourers 

and facilitating further travel of the labourers to their 

native districts/villages.  

 

6.3 On the basis of information being provided by the 

labourers, qua the hardship faced and the facilities/actions 

that helped them during their journey, the Government of 

India may formulate a nation – wide action plan to address 

the issues of stranded migrants. 

 

6.4 In view of the fact that stranded migrant labourers have 

sporadic access to food, medicine and shelter, and are 

presently dependent on largesse of private individuals for 

the same, the Government of India should immediately 
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formulate a scheme to provide adequate food, medicine 

and shelter to the stranded migrant labourers.   

 

6.5 In view of the fact that certain financial reliefs qua the 

migrant labourers have already been announced by the 

Government of India, therefore the said reliefs should be 

implemented on an urgent and immediate basis and a 

public announcement detailing the reliefs with timelines 

and step-wise procedure of release should be shared with 

the public and migrants. 

 

6.6 In view of the fact that the stranded migrants have been 

uprooted from places of gainful employment, the 

Government of India should formulate urgent and 

immediate schemes for providing gainful employment to 

the migrant labourers, with additional and specific 

schemes, which take into consideration the education of 

the migrant labourers’ children and the general well being 

of their family members.  

 

6.7 In view of the fact that the migrants are presently stranded 

without proper means to approach the Government 

authorities, the Government of India should immediately 

launch awareness campaigns for migrant workers to 

explain all benefits (through radio and other 

communication modes) being provided by the Government 

to alleviate their plight and struggles during the nation-

wide lockdown. 
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7. The Applicant has no personal interest, or private/oblique 

motives in filing the instant application but only seeks to 

intervene before this Hon’ble Court, in public interest, and 

in order to assist this Hon’ble Court with regards to 

formulation and implementation of effective measures for 

alleviation of the grievances of the migrant, which is the 

laudable objective of the instant Suo-Motu Writ Petition 

and the order dated 26.05.2020 passed by this Hon’ble 

Court.  

 

8. That the Applicant is not involved in any litigation before 

any other forum/court/authority, which has a nexus with 

the instant Application. 

 

9. The present application has been moved bona fide and in 

the interest of justice. In the factual circumstances, the 

balance of convenience strongly tilts in favour of the 

Applicant. The interests of justice would be served if the 

Applicant herein is allowed to intervene in the matter.  

 

10. The present application is being filed bonafide and in the 

interests of justice. 
 

 

 

PRAYER 
 

It is therefore, in the interest of justice that this Hon’ble Court, 

may graciously be pleased to: 
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a) Allow the present application and permit the Applicant to 

intervene in the instant matter, i.e., in the Suo Motu Writ 

Petition No. 6 of 2020, titled, “In re Problems and 

Miseries of Migrant Labourers”; 

 
 

b) Pass such other/further order (s) as this Hon’ble Court may 

deem fit and proper in the facts and circumstances of the 

case. 

 

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS THE APPLICANT, AS 

IN DUTY BOUND, SHALL EVER PRAY. 

DRAWN BY:  

Muhammad Ali Khan, Advocate  

Varun Chopra, Advocate  

 

SETTLED BY:  

Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi , Senior Advocate  
 

FILED BY: 

 

SUNIL FERNANDES 

ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT 

 

PLACE: NEW DELHI 

DATED: 27.05.2020 
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IN THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION) 

I.A NO. ____ OF 2020  

IN 

SUO MOTU WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 6 OF 2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF 

 

IN RE: PROBLEMS AND MISERIES 

OF MIGRANT LABOURERS 

…PETITIONER (S) 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 

 

MR. RANDEEP SINGH 

SURJEWALA 

…APPLICANT 

 

AFFIDAVIT 

 

I, Randeep Singh Surjewala, s/o Late Shamsher Singh Surjewala, 

aged 52 years, r/o A-20, 3
rd

 Floor, Niti Bagh, Delhi – 110049, do 

hereby solemnly and affirm as under: 

 

1. That I am the Applicant in the above mentioned 

Application and I am well conversant with the facts and 

circumstances of the case and as such, competent and 

authorized on behalf of the applicant to swear to this 

Affidavit. 

 

2. I state the facts stated in the accompanying application 

are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and the 

same has been drafted under my instructions. 
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3. That the contents of the above affidavit are true and 

correct and no part thereof is false and nothing material 

has been concealed therefrom. 

 

DEPONENT 

 

VERIFICATION 

Verified at New Delhi on this the 27
th

 day of May, 2020 that the 

contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of 

my knowledge and belief. No part of this affidavit is false and no 

material has been willfully concealed therefrom. 

 

DEPONENT 
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IN THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION) 

I.A NO. ____ OF 2020  

IN 

SUO MOTU WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 6 OF 2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF 

 

IN RE: PROBLEMS AND MISERIES 

OF MIGRANT LABOURERS 

…PETITIONER (S) 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 

 

MR. RANDEEP SINGH 

SURJEWALA 

…APPLICANT 

 

APPLICATION SEEKING LISTING DUE TO EXTREME 

URGENCY AND EXEMPTION FROM FILING DULY 

AFFIRMED AFFIDAVIT 

 

To 

THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE AND  

HIS HON’BLE COMPANION JUSTICES  

OF THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA  

 

           THE HUMBLE APPLICATION 

OF THE APPLICANT ABOVE-NAMED 

 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

1. The present application is being filed by the Applicant 

seeking urgent listing of the Application seeking leave of 

this Hon’ble Court to intervene in the captioned Suo 



12 

 

Motu Proceedings before this Hon’ble Court on the 

grievances of the stranded migrant labours.  

2. The Applicant herein seeks leave to be allowed to 

intervene in the present proceedings to apprise this 

Hon’ble Court various measures with respect to the plight 

of the stranded migrant labourers, which have not been 

considered by the Government of India.  

3. This Hon’ble Court may kindly appreciate that an 

accompanying Application for the Intervention has been 

filed seeking the following measures to be considered by 

the Government of India qua the issues of stranded 

migrant labourers:- 

3.1 In view of the fact that at present there is no nation-wide 

action plan qua the stranded migrant labourers, to identity 

and accurately tally the total number of migrant labourers 

who continue to be stranded, the Government of India 

needs to carry out an exercise at the District and Village 

level to prepare these lists immediately.  

 

3.2 Furthermore, it is suggested that the Government of India 

may immediately set up reception centres and facilitation 

centres at District and Village level for receiving 

labourers and facilitating further travel of the labourers to 

their native districts/villages.  

 

3.3 On the basis of information being provided by the 

labourers, qua the hardship faced and the facilities/actions 
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that helped them during their journey, the Government of 

India may formulate a nation – wide action plan to 

address the issues of stranded migrants. 

 

3.4 In view of the fact that stranded migrant labourers have 

sporadic access to food, medicine and shelter, and are 

presently dependent on largesse of private individuals for 

the same, the Government of India should immediately 

formulate a scheme to provide adequate food, medicine 

and shelter to the stranded migrant labourers.   

 

3.5 In view of the fact that certain financial reliefs qua the 

migrant labourers have already been announced by the 

Government of India, therefore the said reliefs should be 

implemented on an urgent and immediate basis and a 

public announcement detailing the reliefs with timelines 

and step-wise procedure of release should be shared with 

the public and migrants. 

 

3.6 In view of the fact that the stranded migrants have been 

uprooted from places of gainful employment, the 

Government of India should formulate urgent and 

immediate schemes for providing gainful employment to 

the migrant labourers, with additional and specific 

schemes, which take into consideration the education of 

the migrant labourers’ children and the general well being 

of their family members.  
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3.7 In view of the fact that the migrants are presently 

stranded without proper means to approach the 

Government authorities, the Government of India should 

immediately launch awareness campaigns for migrant 

workers to explain all benefits (through radio and other 

communication modes) being provided by the 

Government to alleviate their plight and struggles during 

the nation-wide lockdown. 

4. The contents of the Application for intervention may be 

read as a part and parcel of the present application and the 

same are not reproduced expressly for the sake of brevity.  

5. The Applicant further craves the leave of this Hon’ble 

Court to refer to and rely on the same and the contents of 

the same are not being reiterated herein for the sake of 

brevity and to avoid prolixity.  

SYNOPSIS OF EXTREME URGENCY 

6. The Applicant herein, by way of the Application for 

intervention, seeks to apprise this Hon’ble Court the 

measures that have been suggested by the Applicant but 

not considered by the Government of India on the issue of 

migrant workers stranded due to the stringent 

enforcement of the lockdown on account of the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

7. It may be appreciated that the need of the hour is to 

ensure the safety and welfare of the migrant workers in 

the captioned proceedings, as quickly as possible, and the 



15 

 

accompanying Application is to assist this Hon’ble Court 

in doing the same. It may be appreciated that the ultimate 

objective of the Application is to ensure the welfare and 

safety of the migrant workers and their rehabilitation in a 

systematic and uniform manner to avoid any chaos and 

confusion. 

8. In such circumstances, it is critical that the present 

application be heard at the earliest in order to address the 

grievances and miseries of the migrant workers who have 

been gravely inconvenienced since the lockdown was 

enforced.  

9. That the Advocate-on-Record’s contact details are given 

hereunder: 

(i) Name : Sunil Fernandes. 

(ii) Mobile no/Whatsapp No.: +91 9891639491 

(iii) Email address: sunilf.adv@gmail.com 

(iv) Office address: A-178, Defence Colony, New Delhi – 

110024. 

(v) Residential address: D-66, Third Floor, Defence Colony, 

New Delhi – 110024.  

 

10.     The details of the arguing counsel are as follows – 

(i) Name: Dr Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Senior Advocate. 

(ii) Mobile No/Whatsapp No: 9810027705  

(iii) Email:  drams59@gmail.com  
 

mailto:sunilf.adv@gmail.com
mailto:drams59@gmail.com
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11. That it is prayed that in the prevailing circumstances, 

exemption from filing duly affirmed affidavit be granted 

for the time being. 

 

12. That it is undertaken that deficit court fees, if any, will be 

paid subsequently once prevailing circumstances are 

clear. 

 

13. That consent is given for the matter to be taken up 

through videoconferencing mode. The Advocate-on-

Record & the arguing counsel will connect through her 

own desktop/mobile for the Video-Conference hearing.  

 

PRAYER 

 

In the facts and circumstances, it is most respectfully prayed that 

this Hon’ble Court may be pleased to: 

 

a) Grant urgent listing of the accompanying Application for 

Intervention alongwith Suo Motu Writ Petition (Civil) no. 6 

of 2020  titled ‘In Re: Problems and Miseries of Migrant 

Labourers’; 

 

b) Grant exemption from filing duly affirmed affidavit in the 

prevailing circumstances; 

 

c) Pass such other order(s) as this Hon’ble Court may deem fit. 
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AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS THE APPLICANT 

AS IN DUTY BOUND SHALL EVER PRAY. 

 

DRAWN & FILED BY: 

 

SUNIL FERNANDES 

ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT 

 

PLACE: NEW DELHI 

DATED: 27.05.2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

IN THE HON’BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION) 

I.A NO. ____ OF 2020  

IN 

SUO MOTU WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 6 OF 2020 

 

IN THE MATTER OF 

 

IN RE: PROBLEMS AND MISERIES 

OF MIGRANT LABOURERS 

…PETITIONER (S) 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 

 

MR. RANDEEP SINGH 

SURJEWALA 

…APPLICANT 

 

AFFIDAVIT 

 

I, Randeep Singh Surjewala, s/o Late Shamsher Singh Surjewala, 

aged 52 years, r/o A-20, 3
rd

 Floor, Niti Bagh, Delhi – 110049, do 

hereby solemnly and affirm as under: 

1. That I am the Applicant in the above mentioned 

Application and I am well conversant with the facts and 

circumstances of the case and as such, competent and 

authorized on behalf of the applicant to swear to this 

Affidavit. 

2. I state the facts stated in the accompanying application are 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge and the same 

has been drafted under my instructions. 
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3. That the contents of the above affidavit are true and 

correct and no part thereof is false and nothing material 

has been concealed therefrom. 

 

DEPONENT 

 

VERIFICATION 

Verified at New Delhi on this the 27
th

 day of May, 2020 that the 

contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of 

my knowledge and belief. No part of this affidavit is false and no 

material has been willfully concealed therefrom. 

 

DEPONENT 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

CRIMINAL/CIVIL/ORIGINAL/APPELLATE/JURISDICTION 

  

SW.P., T.P., C.A., Crl.A., S.L.P. (Civil / Crl.) No.     6       OF 2020       
 

IN THE MATTER OF  

 

IN RE: PROBLEMS AND MISERIES OF MIGRANT LABOURERS             ……PETITIONER(S) 

 

     VERSUS 

AND IN THE MATTER OF  

MR. RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA                                                          ......APPLICANT 
 

   V A K A L A T N A M A 
 

I/We Randeep Singh Surjewala Petitioner(s) Appellant(s)/ Respondent(s) in the above Suit / Appeal / 

Petition / Reference do hereby appoint and retain  SUNIL FERNANDES Advocate Supreme Court to 

act and appear for me/us in the above suit/Appeal/Petition/Reference/Review and on my/our behalf to 

conduct and prosecute/defend the same and all proceedings that may be taken in respect of any 

application connected with the same or any decree or order passed therein, including proceedings in 

taxation and application for Review, and to file and obtain, return of documents, and to deposit and 

received any money on my/our behalf in the Suit/appeal/Petition/Reference and in application of 

Review, and to represent me/us, and to take all necessary steps on my/our behalf in the above matter. 

I/We agree to pay his fees and our pocket expenses, agree to ratify all acts done by the aforesaid 

Advocate in pursuance of this authority.  

 

Dated this the 27 day of  May 2020 
 

ACCEPTED AND IDENTIFIED AND CERTIFIED 
 

                                                                                      
                                                                     (RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA) 

(SUNIL FERNANDES) 

ADVOCATE         Petitioner (s)/ Appellant(s) 

         Respondent(s)/Caveator(s) 

_________________________________________________ 

MEMO OF APPERANCE 
To, 

THE REGISTRAR  

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA  

NEW DELHI-110001 
 

Sir, 

Kindly enter my appearance in the above mentioned petition/Appeal made on behalf of 

the Petitioner (s)/Appellant(s)/Respondent(s) 

              Yours Faithfully  

                                                                                                    

(SUNIL FERNANDES) 
Advocate for the Petitioner (s) 

                                                   Respondent(s)/Appellant(s) 

                                                A-178, Lower Ground Floor, 

New Delhi                             Defence Colony, 
Dated………………….                                New Delhi – 110 024. 
                  M. 9891639491,    
                                           Tel. / Fax :- 011-41084945. 
                                   E-Mail sunilf.adv@gmail.com      

mailto:sunilf.adv@gmail.com

