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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(CIVILORIGINALJURISDICTION) 
 

WRIT PETITION(C)NO.                  OF 2020 

(UNDER ARTICLE 32 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA) 
 
IN THE MATTER OF:  
 

SHAKEEL QURESHI, 
House No 5,Katkuyiyyan, 
Shamat Ganj , Barielly U.P 243005   ...PETITIONER 

 
VERSUS  

 
1. Union of India,  
 Ministry of Home Affairs,  
 Government of India,  
 Through its Secretary,  
 North Block, Cabinet Secretariat,  
 Raisina Hill, 
 NewDelhi-110 001     
 
2. Ministry of Health &Family welfare, 
 Government of India,  
 Through its Secretary,  
 4thFloor, A-Wing,  
 ShastriBhawan,  
 NewDelhi-110001                  
 
3. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, 
 Government of India,  
 Through its Secretary,  
 Room No.552, A-Wing,  
 ShastriBhawan,  
 NewDelhi-110001                  
 
 
4. STATE OF NCT,  
 Through its Secretary, 
 HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT, 
 GOVERNMENT of NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY, 
 OF DELHI9™ LEVEL, A-WING,  
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 DELHI SECRETARIAT, 
 I.P. ESTATE,  
 NEW DELHI-110002 
 
5. State of U.P. 
 Through its Additional  
 Chief Secretary U.P. 
 55th Floor, Room No. 506 
 C-Block, Lok Bhawan 
 Lucknow U.P.     …. Respondents 

 
 

 A WRIT PETITION UNDER ARTICLE 32 R/W 142 AND OF 

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA SEEKING GUIDELINES IN 

REGARD OF THE WORD “SOCIAL DISTANCING” USED 

INSTEAD OF PHYSICAL DISTANCING /SELF ISOLATION 

,WHICH VIOLATES, ARTICLE 14, 19, 21& 51  A AND 

PREAMBLE OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA. 

To,  
Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India  
And Other Companion Justices of the  
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India  

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE PETITIONER ABOVE 
NAMED 

 
MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

 
1. The Petitioner above-named respectfully submits this 

petition under Article 32 read with Article 142 of the 

Constitution of India, The Petitioner is a Social Worker, 

work for the betterment of the industry laborer and the 

farmers and minorties . The Petitioner is a citizen of India and 

social worker  .Petitioner’s PAN number is  AACPQ3745J, 

AADHAR No. 9905 3009 4458 petitioner has no personal 
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interest in the outcome of the instant matter .The 

Petitioner does not have any criminal , civil or revenue 

proceedings pending which have a connection or bearing 

upon the adjudication of the present Writ Petition .The 

Petitioner’s email address is shakeelq754@gmail.com .The 

petitioner’s annual income is above 6 Lack per annum .He 

could not make any representation to the respondents due 

to paucity of time .He has filed the instant Writ Petition as 

a public interest litigation and by way of this writ petition 

raising some important issues of public importance.  

 

2. That Respondent No.1is the Union of India through 

Ministry of Home Affairs Respondent No.2 Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare. The Respondent No.3 is Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting Respondent No. 4 State of NCT 

through Secretary,Health & Family welfare Department. 

Respondent No. 5 State of U.P through Additional Chief 

Secretary U.P All the respondents have issued advisories in 

connection with the Covid -19 pandemic and used word Social 

Distancing(SamajikDoori). 

 
3. Our Constitution of India is based unity and integrity of the 

nation the Preamble of the Constitution is incorporated herein; 

 WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 

constitute India into a 1 [SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST 
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SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and to secure to all 

its citizens: 

 

 JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

 LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and 

worship; EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to 

promote among them all 

 

 FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and 

the 2 [unity and integrity of the Nation];

 

 The Constitution of India again and emphasized about 

unity and integrity of the Nation in Article 19 (2) ,(3),(4) 

and Article 51 A© Fundamental Duties.  

 

 Article 19 (2) ,(3),(4) and Article 51 A© Fundamental 

Duties. Is incorporated herein below :-

 [(2) Nothing in sub-clause (a) of clause (1) shall 

affect the operation of any existing law, or prevent 

the State from making any law, in so far as such 

law imposes reasonable restrictions on the exercise 

of the right conferred by the said sub-clause in the 

interests of 4 [the sovereignty and integrity of 

India,] the security of the State, friendly relations 

with foreign States, public order, decency or 

morality, or in relation to contempt of court, 

defamation or incitement to an offence.]



5
 
 

 (3) Nothing in sub-clause (b) of the said clause shall 

affect the operation of any existing law in so far as 

it imposes, or prevent the State from making any 

law imposing, in the interests of 4 [the sovereignty 

and integrity of India or] public order, reasonable 

restrictions on the exercise of the right conferred by 

the said sub-clause. 

 

 (4) Nothing in sub-clause (c) of the said clause shall 

affect the operation of any existing law in so far as 

it imposes, or prevent the State from making any 

law imposing, in the interests of 4 [the sovereignty 

and Protection of certain rights regarding freedom 

of speech, etc... integrity of India or] public order or 

morality, reasonable restrictions on the exercise of 

the right conferred by the said sub-clause.

 

 51 A (c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, 

unity and integrity of India;

  

 The one word Social Distancing (SamajikDoori )is 

endangered the unity and integrity of India 

 

 Social change and linguistic change: the language 

of Covid-19.      

 

 It is a rare experience for lexicographers to observe an 

exponential rise in usage of a single word in a very 
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short period of time, and for that word to come 

overwhelmingly to dominate global discourse, even to 

the exclusion of most other topics. Covid-19, a 

shortening of coronavirus disease 2019, and its 

various manifestations has done just that. As the 

spread of the disease has altered the lives of billions 

of people, it has correspondingly ushered in a new 

vocabulary to the general populace encompassing 

specialist terms from the fields of epidemiology and 

medicine, new acronyms, and words to express the 

societal imperatives of imposed isolation and 

distancing. It is a consistent theme of lexicography 

that great social change brings great linguistic 

change, and that has never been truer than in this 

current global crisis.

 

 The OED is updating its coverage to take account of 

these developments, and as something of a departure, 

this update comes outside of our usual quarterly 

publication cycle. But these are extraordinary times, 

and OED lexicographers, who like many others are all 

working from home (WFH, first attested as a noun in 

1995 and as a verb in 2001), are tracking the 

development of the language of the pandemic and 

offering a linguistic and historical context to their 

usage.  

 

 Some of the terms with which we have become so 

familiar over the past few weeks through the news, 
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social media, and government briefings and edicts 

have been around for years (many date from the 

nineteenth century), but they have achieved new and 

much wider usage to describe the situation in which 

we currently find ourselves. Self-isolation (recorded 

from 1834) and self-isolating (1841), now used to 

describe self-imposed isolation to prevent catching or 

transmitting an infectious disease, were in the 1800s 

more often applied to countries which chose to detach 

themselves politically and economically from the rest 

of the world.

 

 As well as these nineteenth century terms put to 

modern use, more recent epidemics and especially the 

current crisis have seen the appearance of genuinely 

new words, phrases, combinations, and abbreviations 

which were not necessarily coined for the coronavirus 

epidemic, but have seen far wider usage since it 

began. Infodemic (aportmanteau 

wordfrom information and epidemic) is the 

outpouring of often unsubstantiated media and 

online information relating to a crisis. The term was 

coined in 2003 for the SARS epidemic, but has also 

been used to describe the current proliferation of 

news around coronavirus. The phrase shelter-in-

place, a protocol instructing people to find a place of 

safety in the location they are occupying until the all 

clear is sounded, was devised as an instruction for 

the public in 1976 in the event of a nuclear or 
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terrorist attack, but has now been adapted as advice 

to people to stay indoors to protect themselves and 

others from coronavirus. Social distancing, first 

used in 1957, was originally an attitude rather than a 

physical term, referring to an aloofness or deliberate 

attempt to distance oneself from others socially—now 

we all understand it as keeping a physical distance 

between ourselves and others to avoid infection.  And 

an elbow bump, along with a hand slap and high 

five, was in its earliest manifestation (1981) a way of 

conveying celebratory pleasure to a teammate, rather 

than a means of avoiding hand-touching when 

greeting  a friend, colleague, or stranger.

 

  New and previously unfamiliar abbreviations have 

also taken their place in our everyday vocabulary, and 

these too appear in the latest OED release. 

While WFH (working from home) dates from 1995 as 

mentioned previously, the abbreviation was known to 

very few before it became a way of life for so many of 

us. PPE is now almost universally recognized 

as personal protective (or protection) equipment—

an abbreviation dating from 1977 but formerly 

probably restricted to healthcare and emergency 

professionals. The full phrase – personal protective 

equipment – dates from as far back as 1934. 

 

 As a historical dictionary, the OED is already full of 

words that show us how our forebears grappled 
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linguistically with the epidemics they witnessed and 

experienced. The earliest of these appeared in the late 

fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when the great 

plague of 1347-50 and its follow-ups, which killed an 

estimated 40-60 per cent of the population of Europe, 

must surely have been an ever-present memory and 

fear. Pestilence, ‘a fatal epidemic or disease’, was 

borrowed from French and Latin, and first appears in 

Wycliffe’s bible of a1382, not long after this first great 

devastation. The related term pest (from 

French peste) appeared shortly afterwards. Our 

weakened uses of pest—an insect that infects crops, 

an annoying person—stem from this original plague 

usage. Pox (from the plural of pock, denoting a 

pustule or the mark it leaves) appeared in 1476 as a 

term applied to a number of virulently contagious 

diseases, most especially the dreaded smallpox (first 

recorded in the 1560s). 

  It was the great plagues of the seventeenth century, 

however, that opened the floodgates for the entry into 

English of words to describe the experience of 

epidemic disease. Epidemic and pandemic both 

appeared in the seventeenth century; the Black 

Plague (so called from the black pustules that 

appeared on the skin of the victims) was first used in 

the early 1600s (although its more familiar 

synonym Black Death, surprisingly, did not appear 

until 1755). It was the seventeenth-century plague 

that saw a whole village in Derbyshire choose to self-
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isolate or self-quarantine; the adjective self-

quarantined was first applied, in a historical 

description from 1878, to the story of the heroic 

population of Eyam, which isolated itself in 1665-6 to 

avoid infecting the surrounding villages, and lost 

around a third of its population as a consequence.

 

 As the world expanded, so too did the spread of 

diseases and their vocabulary. Yellow fever appeared 

in 1738, and the so-called Spanish influenza in 

1890 (reduced to Spanish flu during the great 

epidemic of 1918). Poliomyelitis appeared in 1878 

(shortened to polio in 1911), although the epidemic 

that attacked children especially and struck fear into 

the heart of parents was at its worst just after WWII. 

Recent decades have also seen their share of 

linguistic coinages for epidemics and 

pandemics. AIDS (acquired immune deficiency 

syndrome) appeared in 1982, and SARS (severe acute 

respiratory syndrome) in 

2003.The coronaviruses themselves (so-called 

because they resemble the solar corona) were first 

described as long ago as 1968 in a paper in Nature, 

but before 2020 few people had heard of the term 

beyond the scientists studying them.

 

 As we continue to monitor our in-house corpora and 

other language data to spot new words and senses 

associated with the pandemic and assess the 
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frequency of their usage, the OED will keep updating 

its coverage to help tell the story of these times that 

will inevitably become embedded in our language.

 

 .As such after freedom our country had faced 

numerous communal riots a research paper has 

been written by Violette Graff, Research Fellow 

(rtd.), CERI, SciencesWritten in collaboration with 

Juliette Galonnier, PhD Student, Sciences Po and 

Northwestern University (Chicago).A detailed study 

reveals that the relations between two communities 

are very vulnerable and small issued  turned into  

furious communal riots .Recently in north east 

Delhi communal riot has been erupted  and several 

lives has been lost properties of worth crores  have 

been destroyed, place of worship set on fire .All of 

sudden this pandemic has been broke out and 

Government has declared total lockdown and 

Ministry of Health and Family welfare issued an 

advisory for self isolation and maintaining physical  

distance with each other .But in advisory the 

Ministry of Health and Family welfare used word 

Social Distance the Caption of the advisory of 

Ministry of Health and Family welfare is 

incorporated as follows

 

 “Advisory on Social Distancing Measure in view 

of spread of COVID-19 disease”
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 The  people are taking the word “Social Distancing” 

in literal meaning and are intentionally or 

unintentionally taking this word as social 

boycott(SAMAJIK BAHISHKAR)of other 

communities  

 

 The impact of this word is seen and many unusual 

news regarding discrimination of one community 

have been published  A news item published in 

Hindutan Times “Indian hospital shuns Muslims 

as coronavirus spurs discrimination” India has 

seen a growing number of cases in which Muslims 

are being discriminated against and attacked. The 

violence stems from a widespread but unfounded 

belief among the majority Hindu population that 

the minority Muslim community is “deliberately” 

spreading the virus to derail the country’s efforts to 

stem the infection.

 

 Another paper published a news item “Muslim 

burials soar in 94K Indore as hospitals ‘shut out 

non-Covid patients’ during lockdown The Print 

visits Indore’s graveyards to find the reason behind 

the spike; workers & families say hospitals refused 

entry for heart attacks & other diseases.”
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4. The Indian Express dated 26th “Not right to fault a 

community over actions of some: Mohan Bhagwat RSS 

chief Mohan Bhagwat Sunday said it is “not right” to 

fault and “keep distance” from an entire community 

because of the actions of some “out of fear and anger”.

 

5. In view of the above background, the following 

substantial questions of law arise for the consideration of 

this Hon’ble Court,

 

6. Whether use of word ‘Social Distancing’ violates the 

Constitution of India’s Theme of Unity and Integrity of 

the Nation?

 

7. Whether Union Government and State Government 

should issue Advisories during lockdown which can to 

uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of 

India;?

8. In rural India Social distancing or SamajikDoori is 

considered as Social boycott and in Hindi Belta it is 

Called “HukkaPani Ban’and in Punjabi it is 

called  (Tankhaiya) IN Urdu it is called “Tark e Taaluq” 

but now disconnection of relationship with society  is not 

required only self isolation is required . 
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9. BRIEF FACTUAL MATRIX  

 That the wordSocial distancing, first used in 1957, 

was originally an attitude rather than a physical term, 

referring to an aloofness or deliberate attempt to distance 

oneself from others socially—now we all understand it as 

keeping a physical distance between ourselves and others to 

avoid infection.

9.1. That on 15th July 2013 a research paper “ HINDU-MUSLIM 

COMMUNAL RIOTS IN INDIA I (1947-1986)” has been 

written by Violette Graff, Research Fellow (rtd.), CERI, 

Sciences Written in collaboration with Juliette Galonnier, 

PhD Student, Sciences Po and North western University 

(Chicago).A detailed study reveals that the relations between 

two communities are very vulnerable and small issued  

turned into  furious communal riots. A copy of the a 

research paper has been written by Violette Graff, Research 

Fellow (rtd.), CERI, is annexed herewith and marked 

asANNEXURE P-1 (Page Nos. 29 to 89) 

 

9.2. That on 1st March 2020 a news item published in 

Hindustan Times reported that least 42 people have been 

killed so far, while more than 450 people have been injured 

in the communal riots that ravaged the capital from 

February 23 to 25. Delhi Police had registered 203 cases till 

Saturday evening. A Copy News Item published in 

Hindustan Times dated 1st March 2020 is annexed herewith 

and marked as ANNEXURE P-2 (Page Nos. 90 to 93).
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9.3  That the Ministry of health and family welfare issued an 

Advisory in regard of Covid -19 and used the word Social 

Distancing. True Copy of Advisory dated nil issued by Union 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is annexed herewith 

and marked as ANNEXURE P-3 (Page Nos. 94 to97) 

 

9.4. That on 22.03.2020 the Department of Health and Family 

welfare issued an advisory in regard of Covid -19 and used 

the word Social Distancing. True Copy of Advisory dated 

22.03.2020 issued by Department of Health and Family 

Welfare of NCT Government is annexed herewith and 

marked as ANNEXURE P-4 (Page Nos. 98 to 100)

 

9.5. That on 31stMarch 2020 The Additional Chief Secretary of 

Government of U.P issued an advisory in regard of Covid -19 

and used the word(SamajikDoori) Social Distancing. True 

Copy of Advisory dated 31.03.2020 issued by The Additional 

Chief Secretary of Government of U.P is annexed herewith 

and marked as ANNEXURE P-5 (Page Nos. 101 to 102)

 

9.6. That on 14thApril 2020 The Delhi Police on Monday arrested 

a man for allegedly abusing and thrashing a Muslim youth 

after he failed to show him an I-card while selling vegetables 

at Tajpur Road near Badarpur extension. In a video of the 

incident that went viral on social media, the man is seen 

asking the vegetable seller to show his identity card but he 

could not. The man then angrily asks him his name and 

address. When the vegetable seller identifies himself as 
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Mohammad Saleem, the man abuses him and beats him. 

The accused is heard saying “...tum logo ne jihad 

machadiyahai (people like you have started a jihad)” to the 

vegetable vendor in the southeast Delhi locality A news item 

published in Indian Express dated 14.04.2020. True copy of 

news item published in Indian Express dated 14.04.2020 is 

annexed herewith and marked as ANNEXURE P-6 (Page 

Nos. 103 to 105)

 

9.7. That on 27thApril 2020 the Word “Social Distancing” became 

the synonym of Social boycott many social workers and 

organization came to uphold the Unity and Integrity and RSS 

Chief Shri Mohan Bhagwat, appealed to the people and said 

it is “not right” to fault and “keep distance” from an entire 

community because of the actions of some “out of fear and 

anger”. A news item published in Indian Express date 27th 

April 2020. True Copy of news item published in Indian 

Express dated 27.04.2020 is annexed herewith and marked 

as ANNEXURE P-7 (Page Nos. 106 to 108).

 

GROUNDS 

A. Because any reasonable restriction imposed by the 

Hon’ble Court in the interest of the Communal harmony, 

or for the integrity of India or security of the State would 

not curtail the right to speech and expression of media. 

Only use of one word beef for buffalo meat by media had 

great impact  on Communal harmony, or for the integrity 

of India or security of the State. Therefore most 
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responsible media the fourth pillar of the democracy  

should be vigilant and carful in choosing the appropriate 

words. Because The Constitution of India conferred right 

to speech and expression under Article 19 with the 

provision of reasonable restriction .Article 19 of the 

Constitution of India is incorporated herein below for the 

sake of facility :- 

19. Protection of certain rights regarding freedom 

of speech etc

(1) All citizens shall have the right 

(a) to freedom of speech and expression; 

(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms; 

(c) to form associations or unions; 

(d) to move freely throughout the territory of India;

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory of 

India; and

(f) omitted

(g) to practise any profession, or to carry on any 

occupation, trade or business 

(2) Nothing in sub clause (a) of clause ( 1 ) shall 

affect the operation of any existing law, or 

prevent the State from making any law, in so far 

as such law imposes reasonable restrictions on 

the exercise of the right conferred by the said 

sub clause in the interests of the sovereignty and 

integrity of India, the security of the State, 

friendly relations with foreign States, public 

order, decency or morality or in relation to 
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contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an 

offence

(3) Nothing in sub clause (b) of the said clause shall 

affect the operation of any existing law in so far 

as it imposes, or prevent the State from making 

any law imposing, in the interests of the 

sovereignty and integrity of India or public order, 

reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the 

right conferred by the said sub clause

(4) Nothing in sub clause (c) of the said clause shall 

affect the operation of any existing law in so far 

as it imposes, or prevent the State from making 

any law imposing, in the interests of the 

sovereignty and integrity of India or public order 

or morality, reasonable restrictions on the 

exercise of the right conferred by the said sub 

clause

(5) Nothing in sub clauses (d) and (e) of the said 

clause shall affect the operation of any existing 

law in so far as it imposes, or prevent the State 

from making any law imposing, reasonable 

restrictions on the exercise of any of the rights 

conferred by the said sub clauses either in the 

interests of the general public or for the 

protection of the interests of any Scheduled Tribe

(6) Nothing in sub clause (g) of the said clause shall 

affect the operation of any existing law in so far 

as it imposes, or prevent the State from making 

any law imposing, in the interests of the general 
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public, reasonable restrictions on the exercise of 

the right conferred by the said sub clause, and, 

in particular, nothing in the said sub clause shall 

affect the operation of any existing law in so far 

as it relates to, or prevent the State from making 

any law relating to,

(i) the professional or technical qualifications 

necessary for practising any profession or 

carrying on any occupation, trade or business, or 

(ii) the carrying on by the State, or by a corporation 

owned or controlled by the State, of any trade, 

business, industry or service, whether to the 

exclusion, complete or partial, of citizens or 

otherwise.”
 

B. Because the respondent no. 1 is vested with the power to 

grant licenses and permits to electronic media under 

Section 5 of Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933;

“Section 5: licenses. The telegraph Authority 

constituted under the Indian telegraph Act 

1885, shall be the authority competent to issue 

licenses to possess wireless telegraphy 

apparatus under this Act, and may issue 

licenses in such manner, on such conditions 

and subject to such payments as may be 

prescribed.”

In section 2 of the Act, important definitions 

are given.  



20
 

wireless communications means any 

transmission, emission or reception of signs, 

signals, writing, images, and sounds, or 

intelligence of any nature by means of 

electricity, magnetism, radio waves, or Hertzian 

waves, without the use of wires or other 

continuous electrical conductors between the 

transmitting and receiving apparatus.;

Explanation: Radio waves or Hertzianwaves means 

electromagnetic waves lower than 3000 Giga Cyles 

per second propagated in space without artificial 

guide.  

C. It is necessary to quote the objection reasons of this Act 

which are as follows:

“with the introduction of television in India, it has 

become necessary to license the possession and 

working of television apparatus. Although the 

definition of telegraph in the Indian Telegraph Act, 

1885 and then definition of wireless communication 

in the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 appear 

to be wide enough to cover transmission and 

reception of visual images by television, it is 

considered desirable to place the matter beyond 

controversy by a suitable amendment of these two 

Acts. 

 

D. As directed by Section 5 of the Act, licenses are granted 

under Part II of the Telegraph Act 1885. it is necessary to 
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note the heading to this part i.e. Privileges and Powers of 

the Govt.. Section 4: Exclusive privilege in respect of 

telegraph and to grant licenses. Second proviso to sub 

section (1): provided further that the central Govt. may by 

rules made under this Act and published in the Official 

Gazette, permit, subject to such restrictions and 

Conditions as it thinks fit, the establishment and 

maintenance and working- (a) of wireless telegraphs on 

ships within Indian territorial waters and on Aircrafts 

within or above India, or Indian territorial waters..... 

These provisions have been extracted in this ground to 

show respondents no.1 are vested with exclusive power to 

issue permits and grant licenses and to withdraw the 

same. 

 
 

E. The Union of India has established PrasarBharti  Board 

under which Akashvani and Doordarshan are functioning 

as radio and television channels respectively. In addition 

to this, the Govt. of India has granted licenses/ permits 

to various private radio and TV channels, both Indian 

and Foreign whose reach is instantaneous throughout 

day and night covering nook and corner of the country in 

English and many Indian Languages. Electronic media 

has perfected the technique of telecasting of the 

happenings “Live”. Each channel takes hold of one or two  

important news items and goes on repeating the same 

long hours. One reporter of the channel is reporting from 

the place of happening including the televised happening 

to the main station and viewers are watching the 
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happening in their houses. The impact is instantaneous 

on their minds. Be it tender, violent, beautiful or ugly, 

degrading or uplifting their minds or emotions. 

 
F. Because the highly dangerous and explosive words like 

“BEEF” are televised day in and day out on all channels 

constantly keeping the members of the minority 

communities and peace loving and member of the 

majority community on constant pall of terror driving 

inexorably into their minds. 

 
G. Because the impact of electronic media on the minds of 

the viewer is far greater than viewing a film. This is by 

way of inductive logic. The leading case on this point of 

the impact of films on human minds was pronounced by 

a 5 judge Constitutional Bench of this Hon’ble Court in 

then case of K.A.AbbasVs.union Of India and another 

reported at (1970),2SCC, 780. HELD : (i) Censorship of 

films including prior restraint  is justified under the 

Constitution. It has been almost universally recognised 

that the treatment of  motion  ,pictures must be different 

from that  of  other forms of art and expression.This  

arises from the instant appeal of the motion  picture ,its   

versatility,  realism  (often  

surrealism),anditscoordination of the visual and aural 

senses.  The art of the cameraman, with trick 

photography, vistavision  and  three dimensional 

representation, has made the cinema picture more true 

to life than even the theatre or indeed any other form 

of  representative art. Themotion picture is able to stir up 
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emotions more deeply than any other product of art. Its 

effect particularly on children and adolescents isvery 

great since their immaturity makes them more  willingly 

suspend their disbelief than mature men and  

women.They also remember the action in the picture and 

try to emulate or/ imitate what they have seen.  

Therefore, classification of films into two categories of 'U' 

films and 'A' films is a reasonable classification.  It is also 

for this reason that motion pictures must be regarded 

differently from other forms of speech and expression. A 

person reading a book  or other  writing or bearing a 

speech or viewing a painting  or sculpture  is  not so 

deeply stirred as by seeing  a  motion picture.   Therefore 

the treatment  of  the  latter  on  a different footing is also 

a valid classification. 

 
H. Because the said action of respondents  has gravely 

inconvenienced and prejudiced members of the general 

public inasmuch as, news items published in Dainik 

Hindustan Hindi news paper and Daily Hindu English 

news paper  is in effect threatening the general public 

 
I. Because public interest is being disregarded and news 

agencies irresponsibly flashes news and without choosing 

the appropriate words send the news items to electronic 

and print media and electronic and print media also pass 

on the news as it is without applying their mind .
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J. Because the said action is highly communally 

inflammable could causing grave inconvenience, loss and 

suffering to the public; 

 
 The petitioner craves leave of this Hon’ble Court to 

add to, amend and/or alter the grounds taken 

above, if the need so arises.   

 That in view of what has been stated hereinabove; 

the petitioner has no alternate, adequate, 

efficacious and speedy remedy against the grave 

inconvenience, hardship and loss being caused to 

the general public by issuance and operation of the 

said Notification.   

 
 53. That the petitioner has not filed any such or 

similar petition before this Hon’ble Court or in any 

other High Court.  

  

 54 That if the reliefs as prayed for herein are not 

granted, grave loss and irreparable injury beyond 

redemption shall be caused to the general public.     

  

 55. That the petitioner has a good case and will in 

all likelihood succeed in the writ petition. This 

petition is bonafide and is being filed in the interest 

of and for the ends of justice.

 
 

10. That the Petitioner has not filed any other Petition before 

any High Court or this Hon’ble Court seeking the same or 

similar relief. 
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11. That the cause of action arose to file the present Writ 

Petition on account of recent Covid-19 in all over world and the 

Advisories issued by Govt. used word Social Distancing for 

Physical Distancing/self isolation. That the present petition 

seeks reliefs which are wider in scope and are not confined to 

any particular case and would affect cases all over the country. 

 

P R A Y E R

 It is, therefore, respectfully prayed that this Hon’ble 

Court may be pleased to:-

 
 
a] issue a writ, order or directions in the nature of 

certiorari/mandamus or any other appropriate writ to the 

electronic and print media  to restrain from the using the  

word “Social Distancing” for self isolation /Physical 

Distancing   

 
 

b]  Issue a writ, order or directions in the nature of 

certiorari/mandamus or any other appropriate writ to the 

respondents to Change the word Social Distancing or 

SamajikDoori with an appropriate word of Self isolation 

during Covid-19pendemic.  

 
 
c]   Issue a writ, order or directions in the nature of 

certiorari/mandamus or any other appropriate writ to the 

respondents /Union Government / State Government 

should issue Advisories during lockdown which can to 
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uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of 

India

 
 
d]    Pass such other or further orders as this Hon’ble Court 

may deem just and proper in the facts and circumstances 

of the case. 

FILED BY: 

 

 

(SATYA MITRA)
ADVOCATE FOR THE PETITIONER

Drawn by;
AsadAlvi, Advocate  
 
Drawn On: 30.04.2020
Filed On: 01.05.2020
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

(CIVILORIGINALJURISDICTION)
 

WRIT PETITION(C)NO.                  OF2020  
 

IN THE MATTER OF:  

 SHAKEEL QURESHI ...PETITIONER

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA & ORS                    ...RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT

  I, Shakeel Qureshi S/o Shri Haji Ibrahim Qureshi  age 

about 45  years, R/o 5,Katkuyiyyan,Old City, Barielly U.P, do 

hereby solemnly affirm and declare asunder:

 

1. That I am the Petitioner in the accompanying Writ 

Petition, well conversant with the facts and records of the 

case in my personal capacity and therefore competent to 

swear this affidavit. It is stated that the Petitioner will 

have no personal gain, or has any private motive or 

oblique reason for filing the present Public Interest 

Litigation before this Hon’ble Court.

 

2. That I have read and understood the contents of the 

Synopsis and List of dates (Pages B to M), Writ Petition 

(Pages 1 to 26 and para 1 - 11), I.A’s and the contents of 

the same are true and correct to my knowledge and based 

on the records of the case.
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3. I further state that all the Annexures to this Writ Petition 

are true copies of their respective originals.  

DEPONENT
VERIFICATION:

 I the above named deponent do hereby verify that the 

contents of the aforesaid affidavit from para 1 to 3 are true and 

correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, no part of it is 

false nothing material has been concealed there from.

 Verified at ____________ on this the ___ day of April 2020

DEPONENT
 


