
Baglekar Akash Kumar,  
H.No. 5-5-212/2 & 3/A, 

Patel Nagar, Gandhi Bhavan,  
Nampally, Hyderabad – 500 001. 

Email id: akashbaglekar@gmail.com 

Mobile : 8297368722. 
 

Date : 10.05.2020. 
To,  
    The Hon’ble Chief Justice  

    & his companion Judges, 
    Telangana High Court,  
    High Court, Hyderabad – 500 066. 
 
SUB : Kindly consider this letter as Public Interest Litigation (PIL) – Police giving  
          punishments to accused – The Hindu paper coverage (10.05.2020) –   
          Violation of fundamental rights – Order inquiry – compensation to accused  
          – lay down guidelines – Regd. 
 

May it please your Lordships, 

1) With reference to the above subject and in this exceptional circumstance of 

outbreak of COVID-19, I am writing this letter for the kind consideration of 

the Hon’ble High Court.      

2) It was reported in the columns of ‘The Hindu’ daily English Newspaper 

(Hyderabad Edition, Page 2) dated 10.05.2020 with title, “Police, not judges, 

award punishment”, that “five-accused persons in their early 20s who are 

charged for offence punishable under Section – 319 (Hurt) of the Indian Penal 

Code, 1860 (IPC) are told by police officials of Miryalaguda rural police limits 

(Nalgonda District) to reach the Andhra Pradesh-Telangana border at 

Vadapalli and ‘move the barricades’ left and right for a continuous period of 

12 hours under the scorching summer heat”. 



3) It was further reported by quoting Inspector A. Ramesh Babu who said that, 

“every day five petty case accused are brought from various stations under 

the rural police limits. It is the fourth day. These men are involved in simple 

hurt case. Moving the barricades in the sun is their punishment, they should 

not rest when the police are working hard. Even the SP and DSP appreciated 

the inspector’s initiative”.  

4) It is respectfully submitted that no where under the provisions of Criminal 

Procedure Code, 1973, (Cr.pc) the police officers have power to give 

punishment to the person who is just accused of an offence. Under our 

criminal jurisprudence, only the convict of any offence has to undergo 

punishment of ‘rigorous imprisonment’ based on the directions of court. 

5) The above act of police officials amount to violation of fundamental rights of 

the accused, particularly the most cherished basic right guaranteed under 

Article 14, 19(1), 21, 22(1) of the Constitution of India, 1950. 

6) The Hon’ble Supreme Court in Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar, (2014) 8 

SCC 273, while laying down guidelines to be followed by police officers 

effecting arrest of an accused has observed that, “ Arrest brings humiliation, 

curtails freedom and casts scars forever. Lawmakers know it so also the 

police. There is a battle between the lawmakers and the police and it seems 

that the police has not learnt its lesson: the lesson implicit and embodied in 

CrPC. It has not come out of its colonial image despite six decades of 

Independence, it is largely considered as a tool of harassment, oppression 

and surely not considered a friend of public. The need for caution in exercising 

the drastic power of arrest has been emphasised time and again by the courts 



but has not yielded desired result. Power to arrest greatly contributes to its 

arrogance so also the failure of the Magistracy to check it. Not only this, the 

power of arrest is one of the lucrative sources of police corruption”. 

7) The above act of the police officials amounts to torture. The Hon’ble Supreme 

Court in D.K. Basu v. State of W.B., (1997) 1 SCC 416, has observed that 

“Torture” of a human being by another human being is essentially an 

instrument to impose the will of the “strong” over the “weak” by suffering. The 

word torture today has become synonymous with the darker side of human 

civilisation”. 

8) As the accused were in the custody of police officers and the Hon’ble Supreme 

in D.K. Basu v. State of W.B., (1997) 1 SCC 416, has further observed that 

“In all custodial crimes what is of real concern is not only infliction of body 

pain but the mental agony which a person undergoes within the four walls of 

police station or lock-up. Whether it is physical assault or rape in police 

custody, the extent of trauma, a person experiences is beyond the purview of 

law”. 

9) The act of police officials violates dignity of individuals.  In Mehmood Nayyar 

Azam v. State of Chhattisgarh, (2012) 8 SCC 1, the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court ruled that, “The reverence of life is insegregably associated with the 

dignity of a human being who is basically divine, not servile. A human 

personality is endowed with potential infinity and it blossoms when dignity is 

sustained. The sustenance of such dignity has to be the superlative concern 

of every sensitive soul. The essence of dignity can never be treated as a 

momentary spark of light or, for that matter, ‘a brief candle’, or ‘a hollow 



bubble’. The spark of life gets more resplendent when man is treated with 

dignity sans humiliation, for every man is expected to lead an honourable life 

which is a splendid gift of ‘creative intelligence’. When a dent is created in the 

reputation, humanism is paralysed. 

10) The said act damages their reputation guaranteed under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. In Vishwanath Agrawal v. Sarla Vishwanath Agrawal, 

(2012) 7 SCC 288, the Apex Court observed that, “reputation which is not 

only the salt of life, but also the purest treasure and the most precious 

perfume of life. It is extremely delicate and a cherished value this side of the 

grave. It is a revenue generator for the present as well as for the posterity.” 

11) Besides, the above the said act also violates accused rights under all 

International Conventions.  

12) Therefore, taking all the above into consideration and as it is lockdown 

time and I can’t be present physically before your lordships for making a 

mention during the starting of court hours, I through this epistolary beg 

before you to take cognisance of the above matter. 

PRAYER:- 

13) Hence, in view of the above, I beg before this Hon’ble Court by invoking its 

extraordinary powers under Article 226 of the Constitution and direct the 

State of Telangana :-  

a) To order departmental enquiry against all the errant police officers.  

b) To direct the State to not compel the accused to do such acts in future. 



c) To direct the State to give compensation to the accused for violating their 

basic human rights. 

d) To lay down guidelines in regard with what police officers should do while 

exercising its powers under Section 41A of Cr.P.C. 

and pass any such orders, direction as this Hon’ble Court deems necessary 

in best interests of justice, equity and good conscience.  

THANKING YOU!  

YOUR’S FAITHFULLY,  

Baglekar Akash Kumar.  

 

Encl:- 1) The Hindu Newspaper (Hyderabad Edition, Page 2) clipping dt. 

10.05.2020. 
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