
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUNCTIONING OF COURT 

 
1. Regular hearing of the court should not open till 31.5.2020. This is on 

presumption that there is no vacation. This is a tentative date subject to 
modification depending on situation  . 
 

2. Till that point of time instead of limited court functioning, all courts should 
function as per the siting list arranged by the Hon’ble Chief Justice. 
 

3. Filing and listing of all fresh matters (urgent or non-urgent) to be permitted. Filing 
shall be e-filing and hearing shall be by video conferencing only. In fresh matters 
where there is urgency, the advocate shall file an urgency note explaining the 
urgency. In fresh matters where there is no urgency, the matter shall be listed in 
due course. 
 

4. Notwithstanding that e-filing is permitted, for the purposes of delay, laches and 
Limitation for the period high court has remained closed for physical filing the 
high court will be treated as closed. 
 

5. Notice and adjourned matters (where urgency is to be specified by way of separate 
notice to registry) may be placed on the board for hearing both before single judge 
and division bench. Considering that this would require immense amount of 
uploading of soft copies of files and other administrative arrangement such as 
zoom and it should not result in chaos and/or excess staff being required by the 
registry and/or difficulties for lawyers. Unless there is genuine urgency advocates 
are not expected to file urgent notes. All matters where urgent notes are will be 
considered for listing in the next week beginning Monday and will be distributed 
across the week.  
 

6. As it is difficult for both lawyers to get their briefs from their respective offices and 
the office staff to scan the pending matters and send it to the Hon’ble judges. It 
may be advisable that there are 2 separate boards. (i) for fresh matters where 
scanned copied are sent by the lawyer (ii) for pending petitions for admission where 
urgent hearing is sought, board may be made for the whole week and published 
in advance on Friday, so that the office staff of high court registry can scan limited 
number of matters and send it to the respective judges. Lawyers may not be asked 
to scan pending matters. The high court can start functioning with very limited 
matters (preferably not more than 20 matters) in the list of notice and adjourned 
matters so that the high court staff is not over burdened in scanning or searching 
papers and so that zoom hearings can take place without difficulty on either side 
(considering multiple courts would be functioning). If possible, a time may be 
provided for each matter so that the lawyer can enter the zoom hearing at the given 
time. Considering that some difficulties have been faced by lawyers during this 
past period when zoom hearings were arranged (such as not getting the link or not 
being able to connect), and considering that the present suggestions will increase 
the reliance on technology despite not being fully equipped, care may be taken 
that unnecessary adverse orders may not be passed in absence of lawyers. 
 

7. The high court registry staff , which is required to come to the high court for the 
functioning should be minimum say one third and no staff member including 
court master should be required to go to the residence. 
 

8. The judges steno should be requested to take dictation on telephone or by sharing 
screen online with the respective judge such as team viewer.  
 

9. Even after the court reopens following precautions will have to be taken till the 
situation normalizes at least in the beginning for 8 weeks and can be reviewed and 
relaxed from time to time: 

 
i. All persons entering the court and who have matters in the court should 

intimate the court through watsapp that that for last 10 days they have had 
no fever. 

ii. No person shall be permitted to enter the high court premises without a mask 
and hand gloves. Arrangement can be made for providing gloves and masks 
at a price on the gate.   



iii. No clients, whether they are govt servants or private clients should be 
permitted to enter high court premises, unless directed by a court’s order to 
remain present. 

iv. Preferably the GP office should also take instructions only through email and 
not let the officers come to the GP office, if it is essential then also such 
officers should not be coming beyond the GP office in the high court premises. 

v. Limited number of matters as stated above only should be placed on the 
board. They should be phased out through out the day with specific timing 
given for each lawyer. This may be difficult but efforts should be made to 
implement it so that no lawyer need to enter the high court till the time is 
specified for his matter. 

vi. Only 2 lawyers, their 1 peon and 1 junior/ briefing lawyer should be allowed 
to enter the court room. Once the matter is over they have to go out and the 
next lawyer and his team as foresaid is required to enter. Maximum arguing  
pair plus two or three pairs can sit in court with adequate social distancing] 

vii. Lifts should not be used except by lawyers’ / lawyers’ staff carrying files and 
lawyers who cannot walk up majorly above age group of 70 years or above. 

viii. Routes should be marked out for exit and entry to all floors and court rooms. 
Same in respect of entry into the court of individuals and exit from the court 
. 

ix. The intent is that not more than minimum no. of lawyers required for 
conducting the matters should be in the court premises and the moment their 
matter is over they have to leave the court premises and return back if 
required if there is a second matter at the time fixed for the second matter. 

x. No person should be allowed to enter the high court compound before 15mins 
of his matter’s specified time and this has to be shown by the lawyer concern 
at the entry point. (just as done at the airports before entering) 

xi. Modalities to enforce this to be worked out. 
xii. No bar room, clerk room, tea post, canteen should be kept open or persons 

providing snacks or tiffin should be allowed in the premises. 
xiii. Hand sanitizers be placed at appropriate places in court premises and it may 

be made compulsory to use sanitizer before entering courtroom.  
 

10. In long run following steps should be taken at the earliest: 
a) The High Court should upgrade the technology so as to make virtual hearing 

at all times effective. 
b) All cK Janpurt rooms should have facility for virtual hearing i.e a screen which 

is visible  both to the hon’ble Judges and two lawyers so as to enable two  side  
lawyers to argue virtually. 

c) All vacation court  hearings can be made as a matter of norm virtual. 
d) All filing should henceforth be mandatory to be both  by way of hard copies 

and e-filing, so that in such future eventualities high court can function easily. 
e) All judges and even lawyers who need training for handling virtual hearings 

and e-filings should be provided training if required at a cost.  
f) NIIC should be asked to convert all matters in soft copies. 
g) The system for service adopted during the corona period should be made a 

norm where ever possible. 
 
From Mihir J. Thakore in consultation with senior advocates S.N.Soparkar, 
P.K.Jani P.C.Kavina and other collegues and friends and has been thereafter seen 
by the Advocate General who is in substantial agreement with this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


