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ITEM NO.14                              SECTION X

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) Diary No.10799/2020

CHRISTIAN MICHEL JAMES                             Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION & ORS.         Respondent(s)

 
Date : 01-04-2020 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE DR. JUSTICE D.Y. CHANDRACHUD
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M.R. SHAH

For Petitioner(s)
                  Mr. Aljo K. Joseph, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s)
                    

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

The Court convened through Video Conferencing.

Aggrieved by the rejection of his application for

bail by the CBI Court, the petitioner has moved the Delhi

High Court. The Writ Petition discloses that the submissions

of  the  petitioner  on  the  application  for  bail  have  been

concluded on 4 February 2020. The petitioner has submitted

that on 16 March 2020, the proceedings were adjourned by the

High Court to hear arguments in response to the plea for

bail.

Mr.  Aljo  K  Joseph,  learned  counsel  appearing  on

behalf of the petitioner states that in view of the current

situation,  the  petitioner  moved  an  application  before  the
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Registry of the Delhi High Court seeking interim bail, but he

was informed telephonically that there was no provision for

listing an old matter before the High Court.  

At  this  stage,  since  the  petitioner  has  already

moved the High Court in a substantive application for bail,

we are not inclined to entertain a petition under Article 32

of the Constitution. However, we would request the High Court

to deal with the application for interim bail which has been

filed by the petitioner on its own merits in the event that

the main plea for bail cannot be disposed of in the current

situation. We clarify that we have not made any observation

on  the  merits  of  that  plea  and  leave  it  open  to  the

petitioner to pursue the application before the High Court. 

Subject to the above observations, the Writ Petition

is disposed of.

(Chetan Kumar)     (Anand Prakash)
    A.R.-cum-P.S.            Court Master
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