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W.P. No.5357 (W) of 2020
Law Clerk Association & Anr.

v.
The State of West Bengal & Ors.

(Video Conference)

Mr. Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharyya
Mr. Samim Ahamed … for the petitioners.

The petitioners represent a body of law clerks

engaged by advocates.

Learned senior advocate appearing for the

petitioners submits that, the petitioners are in a

precarious financial position in view of the suspension of

business of the Court.  The members of the first petitioner

rely upon the earnings that are generated on the filings

made in Court of law.  Since the business of the Court is

suspended in view of the present COVID 19 pandemic, the

livelihoods of the petitioners are at stake.  He submits

that, there are two schemes.  One of the Union of India

and the other by the State Government.  However,

unfortunately, the petitioners are not in a position to avail

of any of the two schemes, as the petitioners are

apprehensive that, the petitioners do not fall within the
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categories mentioned in the two schemes.  He submits

that, as a welfare State neither the Central Government

nor the State Government can leave the members of the

first petitioner are at lurch.  They are obliged to ensure

the minimum subsistence of the members of the

petitioners in the given situation.

It appears from the pleadings made in the writ

petition and the submissions made that, the petitioners

are seeking to espouse the cause of a section of the

society.  The petitioners claim to represent a body of law

clerks who are registered with the appropriate authority.

In such circumstances, since elements of public

interest are involved, in my view, it would be appropriate

to place the writ petition before the appropriate bench

taking up public interest litigations.  Learned senior

advocate appearing for the petitioners submits that, since

there is urgency, the writ petition may be placed before

such bench at the first available date.

Considering the present scenario, it would be

appropriate to direct the department to place the writ

petition before the appropriate bench taking up public
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interest litigation on the first available date when such

public interest litigation are taken up by such bench.

All parties are to act on a server copy of this order

on the usual undertakings.

      (Debangsu Basak, J.)


