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SYNOPSIS 

 The Petitioner herein – Ms Madhurima Mridul, an 

advocate practicing before this Hon’ble Court [Enrolment No. 

D/368/1994], is filing the present petition in public interest under 

Article 32 of the Constitution of India (“CoI”) 1950 and in 

extraordinary circumstances, seeking issuance of a Writ of 

Mandamus, to direct the Respondent No. 1- Union of India 

through Ministry of External Affairs (“MEA”) and Respondent 

No. 2 - The Ministry of Civil Aviation (“MCA”) to evacuate the 

Indian students, stranded in the United Kingdom, due to the 

lockdown and travel disruption in both the countries following 

the Corona Virus (COVID19) pandemic.  

 [ 

Amidst the global pandemic, the Government of India with 

effect from 22.03.2020 has imposed travel ban on all 

international commercial passenger aircrafts from any foreign 

airport for any airport in India till 14.04.2020, because of which 

many Indian students, who had booked tickets and reached 

various airports in the UK, were stranded and unable to take their 

onward journey to India. There are hundreds of Indian students 

who have valid student visas and are enrolled as students in the 

Universities across United Kingdom and who were required to 

get letters from the High Commission in order to board flights to 

India, which could is not possible due to the lockdown. 

 

Surprisingly, India is probably the only country that has 

imposed an embargo on the return of its own citizens, and where 

other countries are making all possible efforts to repatriate their 

citizens stranded in various countries, India with its travel bans 
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has made it impossible for its own citizens to come back home. It 

is also pertinent to note that Countries with far greater incidence 

of mortality like China, Spain, Italy, Iran, South Korea and 

United States of America too have not imposed any embargo on 

the return of their nationals from foreign shores.  

 

The Indian Govt. can certainly quarantine those who return 

from abroad, impose reasonable restrictions on movement and 

liberty and further make them undergo such medical protocols as 

may be necessary, but to pass a blanket order of preventing an 

Indian citizen from returning back to his homeland is violative of 

the Constitutional rights guaranteed under Articles 14 and 21 of 

the Constitution of India.  

 

PRESENT SITUATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 

With the situation in the United Kingdom worsening and 

with the lockdown being imposed, the concerned authorities have 

directed suspension of all International Flights, the Indian 

students in UK, are left with no option but to fight for their 

sustenance away from their families in India. While the UK 

government is helping international students and is ensuring that 

they are not evicted from university accommodations, those who 

live in private apartments are in many cases not being able to pay 

rents or afford basic sustenance.  

 

It is also imperative to note that many of such students, are 

exposed to greater risk of contracting COVID-19 due to being 

crammed into packed hostels with shared kitchen and bathroom 

facilities during the current lockdown imposed in the UK and are 

fighting for their survival.   
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As per the World Health Organisation (“WHO”), the 

global Coronavirus disease (“COVID-19”) outbreak situation as 

on 02.04.2020, reports more than 856,386 confirmed cases with 

atleast 40,777 deaths in the 203 countries, areas or territories. 

The number of cases in United Kingdom has seen exponential 

growth with nearly 29,474 confirmed positive cases reported, of 

the novel COVID-19 virus and of those, nearly 2,352 persons 

have since died, with the number increasing on an hourly basis. 

 

INDIAN STUDENTS STRANDED IN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM 
 

Given the present circumstances, the students’ lives are at 

great risk without the basic necessities to sustain themselves. 

Many of these students are running out of finances and facing 

shortage of food and water. They have not been able to access 

any protective masks, gloves or sanitizers and are worried about 

contracting the deadly virus while miles away from their loved 

ones in India.  

 

Various efforts have been made by these students to 

contact the High Commission of India in UK (operating under 

the auspices of the Respondent No. 1- MEA), but no steps have 

been taken till date to repatriate these Indian students stranded in 

UK and they have only been issued advisories to follow National 

Health Service (NHS) and Public Health England guidelines and 

that they will be updated of any changes in the travel advisory. 

Thus, the interference of this Hon’ble Court is necessitated to 

evacuate these stranded Indian students.  
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In this regard a group of around 380 students from India 

stranded in the United Kingdom had even started a data chain 

with their passport details to create a collective voice to lobby the 

Indian Government for action, however, to no avail.  

 

That even though the UK Home Office has extended the 

Student Visas that have expired or are about to expire during the 

present period till at least 31.05.2020, the students stranded in the 

United Kingdom remain concerned about the limited resources at 

their disposal in the face of mounting accommodation and 

essentials costs.  
 

Further as most universities in the United Kingdom, where 

these students were/are studying are shut down, there is no 

provision for food in the Cafeteria, which means the students are 

left to fend for themselves during the present crisis, and despite 

all universities issuing advisories to the students to return back to 

their countries, the students could not make the travel because of 

the travel ban imposed by India.  

 

PROPOSED OPERATION OF AIR INDIA FLIGHTS TO 

UNITED KINGDOM & GERMANY BY THE 

RESPONDENTS 

 

It has further come to the knowledge of the Petitioner – 

who is also a guardian and mother to one of such student, 

stranded in the United Kingdom, that the Governments of UK 

and Germany have approached the Respondent No. 1 to facilitate 

the return of their nationals stranded in India, following the travel 

restrictions to curb the spread of the COVID-19 outbreak. The 

reports in the media further suggest that various flights will be 

operated in the near future, from Mumbai and New Delhi, and, 
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the Petitioner vide the present petition seeks indulgence of this 

Hon’ble Court for directions to the Respondents to ensure that 

the same flights ferrying the British nationals from India to UK 

may also be used to evacuate Indian students stuck in UK, and 

who are ready and willing to travel home.  

 

That in view of the above requirement, the schedule of the 

proposed flights being operated between 04
th
 – 07

th
 April, 2020, 

by Air India as Charter (Commercial) flights [Boeing B-777ER 

Aircraft], under the aegis of the Respondent No. 2 is –  
 

A. DELHI – LONDON – DELHI (04
th

 to 07
th

 April, 2020) 
 

(1) AI – 161  - DEP DEL 0200 LT (2030Z-1) , ARR LHR 

0645 LT (0545Z) – Commercial Charter 

(2) AI - 162  -  DEP LHR 0815LT (0715Z), ARR DEL 

2120LT (1550Z) – Ferry 
 

B. BOMBAY – LONDON – BOMBAY (05
th

 & 07
th

 April, 

2020) 

(1) AI  - 131 – DEP BOM 0200LT(2030Z), ARR LHR 

0700LT (2030Z-1) – Commercial Charter 

(2) AI – 130  - DDEP LHR 0830 LT (0730Z), ARR BOM 

2200LT (1630Z) - Ferry 

 
 

To the best knowledge of the Petitioner, a similar 

evacuation was carried out by the Respondents, when India 

repatriated 405 nationals who were stranded in Malaysia’s Kuala 

Lumpur International Airport (KLIA), after the Indian 

Government banned the entry of passengers from affected 

countries, including Afghanistan, the Philippines and Malaysia. 

The flights used to repatriate the Indians from Malaysia, were 
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further used to evacuate the 135 Malaysian citizens who were 

stranded in India, comprising of 111 citizens from New Delhi 

and 24 from Vishakapatnam.  
 

However, unlike the evacuations in other cases to 

repatriate Indian Nationals stranded in other Countries, no special 

flights shall have to be directed in the present case, since the Air 

India is already operating flights from 04
th
 – 07

th
 April, 2020, and 

will presumably return empty. Therefore it is unreasonable and 

arbitrary to not make optimum use of the national resources at 

this critical juncture and ensure that the said planes return with 

Indian Students who are stranded in the UK.  

 

It is also most respectfully submitted, that the Petitioner 

herein is given to understand that an overwhelming majority of 

Indian students stranded in UK, had booked tickets through Air 

India, which were cancelled due to the lockdown. 

 

As per reports available in the print and electronic media, a 

large number of such students are present at the Indian High 

Commission office, and this information can be appropriately 

disseminated via the High Commission Office and the websites 

for both the High Commission as well as Air India, along with 

broadcasts on social media sites like twitter and face book, 

considering the paucity of time and the schedule of the flights. 
 

 

REPATRIATION AND QUARANTINE OF SUCH 

STUDENTS MAY BE CARRIED OUT AS PER THE 

PRESCRIBED GUIDELINES 
 

It is most respectfully submitted that the Petitioner is 

conscious of the fact that these students who may be repatriated 

from the UK, may be susceptible to the virus, considering the 
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gravity of the outbreak in the said region, and submits, that in 

repatriating such students, the Respondents herein, may take all 

necessary steps as per the guidelines issued by the WHO - „Key 

considerations for repatriation and quarantine of travellers in 

relation to the outbreak of novel coronavirus 2019-nCoV.’ 
 

Screening and quarantine of such students may be 

undertaken, as has been carried out in other instances of 

evacuation of Indian citizens abroad during this pandemic. The 

arrangements made by the Respondents herein of special flights 

to bring back Indian Students stranded in China, Japan, Italy and 

Iran, may also be implemented in the present case, and they may 

be sent to a Quarantine Centre outside Delhi run by the Indo-

Tibetan Border Police after thermal screening, as has been done 

with the 263 Indian students, which returned to India on 

22.03.2020 through a Special Air India Flight in this regard.  

 

DIRECTIONS PASSED BY THIS HON‟BLE COURT IN 
SIMILAR CASES 

 

That this Hon’ble Court in W.P (C) No.467/2020, titled -  

“Mustafa MH vs. Union of India”, vide its order dated 

01.04.2020, has recorded the submissions made by the 

Respondents vide its Status Report, which reads –  

 

“7. … As limited commercial flights were cleared for 

operations, Embassy made arrangements for 

transportation to ferry the Indians to Tehran. As a result of 

Government‟s efforts, a group of 44 Indian Pilgrims 

returned to India on 13 March; 234 Indian [including 131 

students, 55 pilgrims from Maharashtra] returned to India 

on 15 March; 53 Indians [including 52 students] returned 

on 16 March; 201 Indians returned on 18 March 2020; 227 
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Indians [including 273 pilgrims] returned to India on 25 

March 2020. Another 275 Indian Nationals (133 females 

and 142 males including 2 infants and 4 children), 

including 223 pilgrims belonging to Ladakh returned on 29 

March, 2020. With this, the Government has already 

facilitated the return of 1142 Indian (787 pilgrims, 219 

students, 136 others). They are currently quarantined at 

various locations in India.” 

[Emphasis Supplied] 
 

and has directed that –  

 

“In view of the assurances which have been placed on the 

record of these proceedings, we dispose of the Writ Petition at 

the present stage. However we grant liberty to the Petitioner 

and to any other aggrieved person, should the need arise in 

future, to move this Court afresh or to apply for revival of these 

proceedings.” 
 

It is most respectfully submitted, that the present 

proceedings, are not adversarial in nature, and the Petitioner 

herein is merely seeking similar directions to ensure that her 

daughter along with the hundreds of other students who are 

presently stranded in the United Kingdom, and are struggling on 

daily basis to survive the present situation which has plagued the 

entire World, are brought back to India safely, where not only 

their families, will be able to provide for them, without additional 

financial burden, but in case any medical assistance is required to 

be availed, the same can be done in presence of family and next 

of kin.  

 

Hence, the present Writ Petition.  

 



J 

 

LIST OF DATES 

 

31.12.2019 World Health Organization – China country 

office was informed of several new cases of 

pneumonia unknown etiology detected in Wuhan 

city, Hubei province, China. 

 

07.01.2020 Chinese authorized identified a new type of 

Coronavirus i.e. COVID-19. 

 

11.03.2020 World Health Organization declared COVID-19 

as a pandemic. 

 

19.03.2020 Government of India imposes a travel ban on all 

international commercial passenger aircrafts from 

any foreign airport for any airport in India for one 

week till 29.03.2020.   

 

24.03.2020 A Nation-wide lockdown for three weeks till 

14.04.2020 was announced by the Hon’ble Prime 

Minister in the country.  

 

26.03.2020 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation 

(DCGA) announces that all scheduled 

international commercial passenger services shall 

remain closed until 1830 hours (GMT) of April 

14, 2020.  

27.03.2020  This Hon’ble Court issued notice to the Centre in 
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Writ Petition (Civil) No.467/2020 titled “Mustafa 

MH vs. Union of India”, seeking rescue of 

stranded Indian pilgrims from Qom, Iran and had 

added that the Government should take all 

possible steps for the same in the meantime. 

 

28.03.2020 

to 

30.03.2020 

The Respondents No. 1 and 2 brought back 750 

of the stranded Indian citizens from Qom, Iran, 

while undertaking that that they ensure that the 

remaining 250 Indians in Qom, which tested 

positive for COVID-19, will receive such 

assistance as is required for their safety and 

welfare. 

 

31.03.2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01.04.2020 

 

News paper reports reveal that the Governments 

of UK and Germany have approached the 

Respondent No. 1 to facilitate the return of their 

nationals stranded in India, following the travel 

restrictions to curb the spread of the COVID-19 

outbreak. The news paper reports also suggest 

that various flights will be operating from 

Mumbai and New Delhi, and thus the same 

flights ferrying the British nationals from India to 

UK may be used to evacuate Indian students 

stuck in UK. 

 

Order passed by this Hon’ble Court in Writ 

Petition (C) No. 467 of 2020, titled – “Mustafa 

MH v. Union of India & Another”, on the report 
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submitted by the Union of India on the steps 

taken to repatriate the Indian students and 

pilgrims stranded in Iran.  

 

03.04.2020 Hence, the present Writ Petition.  
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IN THE HON‟BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

[CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION] 

WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. ________ OF 2020 

[UNDER ARTICLE 32 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA] 

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

Madhurima Mridul 

W/o Shri Siddharth Mridul 

Age: 53 years; Indian 

Inhabitant Profession: Advocate 

…PETITIONER

VERSUS 

1. Union of India

Through Secretary

Ministry of External Affairs

South Block, New Delhi – 110 001

2. Ministry of Civil Aviation

Through its Secretary

Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan, Block B

New Safdarjung Airport Area, Satya Sadan

New Delhi – 110 003                                         … RESPONDENTS

WRIT PETITION UNDER ARTICLE 32 READ WITH ARTICLE

14 AND 21 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA INTER ALIA

PRAYING FOR ISSUANCE OF WRIT OF MANDAMUS OR ANY

OTHER APPROPRIATE WRIT, ORDER OR DIRECTION, TO
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RESPONDENTS, THEREBY DIRECTING IMMEDIATE 

EVACUATION OF STRANDED INDIAN STUDENTS IN UNITED 

KINGDOM. 
 

To, 

 THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA AND 

 HIS COMPANION JUSTICES OF THE 

 HON‟BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE 

PETITIONER ABOVE NAMED. 
 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

1. That following are the details which petitioner is required to 

disclose in the Writ Petition as per Order XXXVII Rule 12(2) of 

Supreme Court Rules-2013:- 
 

a) The Petitioner herein - Madhurima Mridul, aged about 53 

years, is a practicing advocate by profession, residing at 8 

Tughlaq Crescent New Delhi- 110001. The PAN of Petitioner 

is AJQPM5618M. The email address of the Petitioner is 

madhurima.mridul@gmail.com. 
 

b) That cause of action for filing present Writ Petition under 

Article 32 of Constitution of India is that in the wake of the 

widespread of COVID-19, the Government of India with 

effect from 22.03.2020 has imposed travel ban on all 

international commercial passenger aircrafts from any foreign 

airport for any airport in India till 14.04.2020, because of 

which many Indian students, including the daughter of the 

Petitioner studying in the UK, are stranded and are unable to 
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return home to their families and are struggling for basic 

sustenance.  
 

 

c) That, there is no personal interest involved in the present 

matter, except that one of the students stranded in the United 

Kingdom is the daughter of the Petitioner herein, who along 

with hundreds of other students, is stranded in the United 

Kingdom. The stranded students have no means to sustain 

themselves, and their families who have no other means to 

ensure their safe return amidst the global pandemic, than to 

seek directions from this Hon‟ble Court. 
 
 

d) That the petitioner has not been involved in any kind of civil, 

criminal or revenue litigation with regard to the issue raised 

by him and as such has no legal nexus with the issue involved 

in the Public Interest Litigation. 
 

e) It is respectfully submitted that Petitioner has not forwarded 

any kind of representation to Respondents herein. 

 

2. The present Writ Petition has been filed in public interest under 

Article 32 of the Constitution of India (“CoI”) by the Petitioner – 

Madhurima Mridul, inter alia seeking issuance of a writ of 

mandamus issuance of a Writ of Mandamus to direct the 

Respondent No. 1- Union of India through Ministry of External 

Affairs (“MEA”) and Respondent No. 2- The Ministry of Civil 

Aviation (“MCA”) to evacuate the Indian students stranded in the 

United Kingdom due to the lockdown and travel disruption in both 

the countries following the coronavirus pandemic. Alternatively, a 

prayer is being sought for providing appropriate accommodation 
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along with health/medical facilities to such students till such time 

as the Respondents are in a position to evacuate them safely to 

India. 
 

3. The Petitioner herein is a practicing advocate by profession and has 

been practicing for more than 25 years. She is enrolled with the Bar 

Council of Delhi. She holds a degree in Law from Maharishi 

Dayanand University, Ajmer and a Post Graduate Law Degree 

(LLM) in Internet and Electronics Laws and Intellectual Property 

Rights from Monash University, Australia. She has undertaken 

various social work activities for the poor and down trodden. The 

Petitioner has relentlessly worked to uphold the Rule of Law. The 

Petitioner has also been appointed as an Arbitrator in International 

Commercial Arbitrations as well as Domestic Commercial 

Arbitrations. She has also been appointed as the Additional 

Advocate General (AAG) for the State of Madhya Pradesh in the 

Supreme Court. She is a conscientious, public spirited citizen of the 

country.   
 

4. The Respondent No. 1 is the Union of India, through Ministry of 

External Affairs (“MEA”), which is duty bound to maintain the 

diplomatic relations with the Government of the United Kingdom 

and control the affairs and management of the High Commission of 

India in the United Kingdom. The students stranded in the UK had 

contacted the High Commission and requested for making 

arrangement for special flights, basic amenities and medical aid but 

the embassy failed to provide the assistance required. 
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5. Respondent Nos. 2 is the Ministry of Civil Aviation is the nodal 

Ministry responsible for the management and regulation of Civil 

Aviation in India. It manages and conducts the operation of flights 

from the United Kingdom to India and is responsible for arranging 

special flights apart from scheduled flights.   
 

6. Briefs facts leading to the filing of the present Writ Petition are as 

under:- 
 

 

6.1 According to WHO, coronaviruses are a large family of viruses 

which may cause illness in humans, known to cause respiratory 

infections ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases 

such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (“MERS”) and Severe 

Acute Respiratory Syndrome (“SARS”). The most recently 

discovered and widespread coronavirus is the COVID-19.  
 

6.2 The first few cases of COVID-19 were reported in Wuhan, Hubei 

Province, China on 31.12.2019. Soon thereafter, the virus engulfed 

185 countries, and the WHO on 11.03.2020, declared COVID-19 

as a pandemic.  
 

6.3 On 19.03.2020, the Government of India – DGCA imposed a travel 

ban on all international commercial passenger aircrafts from any 

foreign airport for any airport in India for one week till 29.03.2020. 

A copy of the Notification issued by DGCA dated 19.03.2020 is 

annexed hereto as ANNEXURE P – 1 [Page No. 19]. 

 
 

6.4 On 24.03.2020, a nation-wide lockdown for three weeks was 

announced by the Hon‟ble Prime Minister in India for three weeks 

till 14.04.2020. Resultantly, on 26.03.2020 the Directorate General 

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) announces that all scheduled 
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international commercial passenger services shall remain closed 

until 18:30 hours (GMT) of 14.04.2020. A copy of the Notification 

issued by DGCA dated 24.03.2020 is annexed hereto as 

ANNEXURE P – 2 [Page No. 20]. 
 

6.5 On 27.03.2020, this Hon‟ble Court issued notice to the Centre in 

Writ Petition (Civil) No.467/2020 titled “Mustafa MH vs. Union of 

India”, seeking rescue of stranded Indian pilgrims from Qom, Iran 

and had added that the Government should take all possible steps 

for the same in the meantime. The Respondents No. 1 and 2 

brought back 750 of the stranded Indian citizens from Qom, Iran, 

while undertaking that that they ensure that the remaining 250 

Indians in Qom, which tested positive for COVID-19, will receive 

such assistance as is required for their safety and welfare. A copy 

of the order dated 27.03.2020 passed by this Hon‟ble Court in 

WP(C) No. 467/2020 is annexed hereto as ANNEXURE P – 3 

[Page Nos. 21 to 22]. 
 

6.6 That reports reveal that around 380 students stranded in the United 

Kingdom had even started a data chain with their passport details to 

create a collective voice to lobby the Indian Government for action, 

however to no avail. A copy of the article dated 29.03.2020 

published on „LiveMint‟ is annexed hereto as ANNEXURE P – 

4[Page Nos. 23 to 26]. 
 

6.7 Furthermore, newspaper reports reveal that the Governments of UK 

and Germany have approached the Respondent No. 1 to facilitate 

the return of their nationals stranded in India, following the travel 

restrictions to curb the spread of the COVID-19 outbreak. The 

news paper reports also suggest that various flights will be 
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operating from Mumbai and New Delhi, and thus the same flights 

ferrying the British nationals from India to UK may be used to 

evacuate Indian students stuck in UK. True copy of the Newspaper 

article dated 31.03.2020 published on „The Hindu‟ titled 

“Coronavirus- Germany, UK seek Air India Flights to evacuate 

citizens” annexed hereto as ANNEXURE P –5 [Page Nos. 27 to 

28].  
 

6.8 That this Hon‟ble Court vide its order dated 01.04.2020 in Writ 

Petition (Civil) No. 467/2020 titled “Mustafa MH vs. Union of 

India”, considered and accepted the submissions made by the 

Union of India vide its Status Report, stating that steps have been 

initiated to repatriate the Indian Students and pilgrims stranded in 

Iran on an emergent basis and all facilities were also being 

provided to them till such time that the logistics could be worked 

out. A copy of the order dated 01.04.2020 passed by this Hon‟ble 

Court in WP(C) No. 467 of 2020 is annexed hereto as 

ANNEXURE P – 6 [Page Nos. 29 to 38]. 
 

 

7. The Petitioner herein is approaching this Hon‟ble Court under 

Article 32 of the CoI, on the following grounds inter alia –  
 

A. Because the fundamental rights under Article 14 and 21 of the CoI 

1950, of the students of Indian nationalities, currently stranded in 

the United Kingdom, will be severely infracted if the present 

petition is not allowed, as India is probably the only country that 

has imposed an embargo on the return of its own citizens. 

Countries with far greater incidence of mortality have too not 
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imposed any embargo on the return of their own nationals from 

foreign shores.  
 

B. Because the Respondents have a duty to come to aid and rescue 

Indian citizens who stranded abroad in such extra-ordinary 

circumstances as the present one, and can certainly quarantine 

those who return from abroad, impose reasonable restrictions on 

movement and liberty and further make them undergo such medical 

protocols as may be necessary, but to pass a blanket order of 

preventing an Indian citizen from returning back to his homeland is 

violative of Articles 14 & 21 of the Constitution of India.  

C. Because in similar situations, the Respondents have come to the aid 

of Indian nationals stranded abroad and that the Indian students in 

the UK are similar placed and denial of the same benefits will 

constitute an egregious violation of Article 14 of the CoI 1950. 

D. Because there is reasonable apprehension and real likelihood of 

danger to the life and liberty of the Indian students stranded in the 

UK and if the prayers as sought for in the instant petitioners not 

granted then it would lead to a material infraction of their rights 

under Article 21 of the CoI 1950. 

E. Because the WHO on 11.03.2020, declared COVID-19 as a 

pandemic. The Government of India with effect from 22.03.2020 

has imposed travel ban on all international commercial passenger 

aircrafts from any foreign airport for any airport in India till 

14.04.2020, because of which many Indian students, who had 

booked tickets and reached various airports in the UK were 

stranded. There are hundreds of Indian students who have valid 

student visas and are enrolled as students in the Universities across 
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United Kingdom and who were required to get letters from the 

High Commission in order to board flights to India, which could 

not be possible.  
  

F. Because with the situation in the United Kingdom worsening and 

with the lockdown being imposed, the concerned authorities have 

directed suspension of all International Flights, the Indian students 

in UK, are left with no option but to fight for their sustenance away 

from their families in India. While the UK government is helping 

international students and is ensuring that they are not evicted from 

university accommodations, those who live in private apartments 

are in many cases not being able to pay rents or afford basic 

sustenance. 

G. Because many of such students are exposed to greater risk of 

contracting COVID-19 due to being crammed into packed hostels 

with shared kitchen and bathroom facilities during the current 

lockdown imposed in the UK and is fighting for their survival. That 

even though the UK Home Office has extended the Student Visas 

that have expired or are about to expire during the present period 

till at least 31.05.2020, the students stranded in the United 

Kingdom remain concerned about the limited resources at their 

disposal in the face of mounting accommodation and essentials 

costs. 

H. Because as per the World Health Organisation (“WHO”), the 

global Coronavirus disease (“COVID-19”) outbreak situation as 

on 02.04.2020, reports more than 856,386 confirmed cases with 

atleast 40,777 deaths in the 203 countries, areas or territories. The 

number of cases in United Kingdom has seen exponential growth 
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with nearly 29,474 confirmed positive cases reported, of the novel 

COVID-19 virus and of those, nearly 2,352 persons have since 

died, with the number increasing on an hourly basis.  
 

I. Because given the present circumstances, the students‟ lives are at 

great risk without the basic necessities to sustain themselves. Many 

of these students are running out of finances and facing shortage of 

food and water. They have not been able to access any protective 

masks, gloves or sanitizers and are worried about contracting the 

deadly virus while miles away from their loved ones in India, 

which is in gross violation of their rights under Articles 14, 19 and 

21 of the CoI.   
 

J. Because various efforts have been made by these students to 

contact the High Commission of India in UK (operating under the 

auspices of the Respondent No. 1- MEA), but no steps have been 

taken till date to repatriate these Indian students stranded in UK 

and they have only been issued advisories to follow National 

Health Service (NHS) and Public Health England guidelines and 

that they will be updated of any changes in the travel advisory. 

Thus, the interference of this Hon‟ble Court is necessitated to 

evacuate these stranded Indian students. That a group of around 

380 students from India stranded in the United Kingdom had even 

started a data chain with their passport details to create a collective 

voice to lobby the Indian Government for action, however, to no 

avail.  

K. Because as most of the universities in the United Kingdom, where 

these students were/are studying are shut down, there is no 

provision of food in the Cafeteria, which means the students are 
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left to fend for themselves during the present crisis, and despite all 

universities issuing advisories to the students to return to their 

countries, the same could not be done because of the travel ban 

imposed by India.  

L. Because it has come to the knowledge of the Petitioner that the 

Governments of UK and Germany have approached the 

Respondent No. 1 to facilitate the return of their nationals stranded 

in India, following the travel restrictions to curb the spread of the 

COVID-19 outbreak. The reports in the media further suggest that 

various flights will be operated in the near future, from Mumbai 

and New Delhi, and, the Petitioner vide the present petition seeks 

indulgence of this Hon‟ble Court for directions to the Respondents 

to ensure that the same flights ferrying the British nationals from 

India to UK may also be used to evacuate Indian students stuck in 

UK, and who are ready and willing to travel home.  

M. Because in view of the above requirement, the  schedule of the 

proposed flights being operated between 04
th
 – 07

th
 April, 2020, by 

Air India as Charter (Commercial) flights [B777ER Aircraft], 

under the aegis of the Respondent No. 2 has already been fixed, as 

per schedule mentioned hereinabove.  

N. Because unlike evacuations in the other cases to repatriate Indian 

Nationals stranded in other countries, no special flights shall have 

to be directed in the present case, since the Air India is already 

operating flights from 04
th

 to 07
th
 April, 2020 and will presumably 

return empty. It is therefore unreasonable and arbitrary to not make 

the optimum use of the national resources at this critical juncture 
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and ensure that the said planes return with Indian students who are 

stranded in the United Kingdom.  

O. Because the Petitioner is given to understand that the 

overwhelming majority of Indian students stranded in the UK, had 

booked their tickets through Air India, which were subsequently 

cancelled during the lockdown. If the availability of flights and the 

schedule, is disseminated through the Indian High Commission‟s 

office where most of the stranded students are present, along with 

tis websites and website of Air India, with broadcasts on social 

media sites such as twitter/facebook etc., then the Indian Students 

can avail this opportunity to return to India.  
 

P. Because to the best knowledge of the Petitioner, a similar 

evacuation was carried out by the Respondents, when India 

repatriated 405 nationals who were stranded in Malaysia‟s Kuala 

Lumpur International Airport (KLIA), after the Indian Government 

banned the entry of passengers from affected countries, including 

Afghanistan, the Philippines and Malaysia. The flights used to 

repatriate the Indians from Malaysia, were further used to evacuate 

the 135 Malaysian citizens who were stranded in India, comprising 

of 111 citizens from New Delhi and 24 from Vishakapatnam.  
 

Q. Because these students who may be repatriated from the UK, may 

be susceptible to the virus, considering the gravity of the outbreak 

in the said region, in repatriating such students, the Respondents 

herein, may take all necessary steps as per the guidelines issued by 

the WHO - „Key considerations for repatriation and quarantine 

of travellers in relation to the outbreak of novel coronavirus 

2019-nCoV.’ Screening and quarantine of such students may be 
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undertaken, as has been carried out in other instances of evacuation 

of Indian citizens abroad during this pandemic. The arrangements 

made by the Respondents herein of special flights to bring back 

Indian Students stranded in China, Japan, Italy and Iran, may also 

be implemented in the present case, and they may be sent to a 

Quarantine Centre outside Delhi run by the Indo-Tibetan Border 

Police after thermal screening, as has been done with the 263 

Indian students, which returned to India on 22.03.2020 through a 

Special Air India Flight in this regard.  
 

R. Because this Hon‟ble Court in a similar situation, in W.P (C) 

No.467/2020, titled -  “Mustafa MH vs. Union of India”, vide its 

order dated 01.04.2020, has recorded the submissions made by the 

Respondents vide its Status Report that various special flights were 

plied by the Respondents herein to ensure safe repatriation of the 

Indian Students and pilgrims in Iran, and while recording the said 

submission by the Union of India, this Hon‟ble Court directed that 

the same may be done at the earliest possible and if any person is 

so aggrieved they may file a fresh petition or revive the said 

proceedings.  
 

S. Because the present proceedings are not adversarial in nature, and 

the Petitioner herein is merely seeking similar directions to ensure 

that her daughter along with the hundreds of other students who are 

presently stranded in the United Kingdom, and are struggling on 

daily basis to survive the present situation which has plagued the 

entire World, are brought back to India safely, where not only their 

families, will be able to provide for them, without additional 

financial burden, but in case any medical assistance is required to 
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be availed, the same can be done in presence of family and next of 

kin. 
 

8. The Petitioner herein craves the liberty of this Court to add, alter, 

modify or amend the grounds during the pendency of this Writ 

Petition, if necessary. 
   

9. The Petitioner herein states that he has not filed a similar Writ 

Petition/ PIL or any other Petition before this Hon‟ble Court or any 

other Court/s involving the subject matter of this Petition, which is 

pending or has been disposed of. 
 

10. This Hon'ble Court has the jurisdiction to entertain the present Writ 

Petition. 
 

11. This writ petition is made bona fide and in the interest of justice. 
 

12. That the annexure filed with the petition are true copies of the 

respective originals. 
 

PRAYER 

It is, therefore, under the facts and circumstances of the present case 

most humbly prayed, that this Hon‟ble Court may be pleased to: 

a) Issue a writ of mandamus, or any appropriate writ, order or 

direction to the Respondents, to immediately evacuate all the 

stranded Indian students, from the United Kingdom to India, 

either through the flights scheduled to ply between 04
th
 to 07

th
 

April, 2020 from Delhi and Bombay to London Heathrow 

Airport or at any date(s) soon hereinafter, without any undue 

delay or demur ;  
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b) Issue a writ of mandamus, or any appropriate writ, order or

direction to the Respondents to ensure that till such time as the

requisite arrangements are made for evacuation of such students,

the Indian students stranded in the United Kingdom are provided

with accommodation, adequate health and medical support, if

needed by the Indian High Commission in London;

c) Issue a writ of mandamus, or any appropriate writ, order or

direction to the Respondents to ensure that the students are

quarantined and provided all medical and health facilities are

prescribed by the WHO; and

d) Pass such other and further order or orders as this Hon‟ble Court

may deem fit and proper under the facts and circumstances of the

present case.

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS, THE PETITIONERS AS IN 

DUTY BOUND SHALL EVER PRAY 

DRAWN BY –

Astha Sharma & Nupur Kumar, Advocates 

 FILED BY 

 [ASTHA SHARMA] 

Advocate for the Petitioner 

New Delhi 

DRAWN ON: 02.04.2020 

FILED ON: 03.04.2020 


