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Your Honours, 

Subject: Open Letter for prayer to this Hon’ble Court to take such steps as 

are necessary to save the character and nature of National Law University, 

Delhi. 

National Law University, Delhi was established under the National Law 

University Act, 2007 by the Govt. of NCT, Delhi, with a view of making it a 

national level institution of excellence in the field of legal education and research. 

A copy of the aforementioned legislation has been attached to this letter for your 

reference as Annexure-1. In its quest to meet the ideals which led to its 

foundation, the University has strived to maintain high standards of instruction to 

ensure good learning outcomes. This has resulted in the University being ranked 

the highest under the category of Teaching, Learning, and Resources (TLR), and 

2nd highest of all law institutions overall, as per the latest report of the National 

Institutional Ranking Framework, released by the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development, relevant extracts of which have been attached to this letter for your 

reference as Annexure-2. The diversity of thought and background which 

currently exists in our University has had a huge role to play in ensuring that these 
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standards of academic excellence are maintained. The same is now, however, 

under threat. 

On 14th January 2020, a notification was released on the University’s website, 

earmarking 50% of the seats in the B.A.LL.B.(Hons.) and LL.M.(Hons.) 

programmes for those applicants who are, according to the criteria laid down by 

the notification, residents of Delhi. A copy of this notification has been attached 

for your reference as Annexure-3. Apart from greatly jeopardizing the ‘national’ 

character of our institution, as borne by its very name, the notification also denies 

to all applicants from the National Capital Region residential accommodation 

within the university. A clarification has also been provided that the same cannot 

be claimed as a matter of right by applicants from outside the National Capital 

Region either. This is likely to cause great hardship to potential applicants from 

across the country, who are no longer guaranteed access to subsidized hostel 

facilities available to present undergraduate students in our University and other 

National Law Universities across the country. It shall be trite for us to state that 

the financial wherewithal required to live in Delhi is a privilege which not many 

can afford, and we shudder to say that the implications of this notification may 

deny quality education to both, residents of the NCR from peripheral regions such 

as Jind and Alwar, and disadvantaged students from the length and breadth of our 

country at large.  

Furthermore, due to the National Capital Territory’s distressing record on female 

safety, the notification disproportionately impacts potential female applicants, 

who may be forced to lose out on quality education due to factors beyond their 

control, worsening the already skewed sex ratio prevailing within our university. 

This information is available with the Ministry of Human Resource Development 

and has been attached to this letter as Annexure-4. As mentioned therein, there 

are 182 female students in the undergraduate programme out of a total strength 

of 411 students, thus bringing the percentage of female students to a paltry 44%. 
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The percentage for the junior batches is even lower, with the batches expected to 

graduate in 2023 and 2024 consisting of only approximately 34% and 39% female 

students. Needless to say, this alarming trend shall only continue, if not worsen, 

if admissions are to take place on such conditions as are mentioned in the 

notification released on 14th January 2020. In any case, it is pertinent to point out 

that as per Section 5(j) of the National Law University Act, 2007, it is the 

responsibility of the university ‘to make such arrangements in respect of 

residence, discipline and teaching of women students.’ 

Lastly, we implore this Hon’ble Court to take cognizance of the present 

infrastructure and faculty strength in our University, which is simply inadequate 

to cater to a class of 123 as provided for in the present notification. An increase 

from the present strength of 83 will severely impact the quality of learning within 

the institution, thus defeating the purpose behind the establishment of our 

university.  

Therefore, our humble prayer is that the Hon’ble Court take such steps as it deems 

just and necessary for ensuring that the residential nature and national character 

of our university is not diluted, so as to maintain the high standards of education 

offered at our institution and to ensure that the same remains accessible to 

individuals from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, and not merely to those 

with the good fortune of having lived in a metropolitan city like Delhi, who form 

but a microscopic minority in our country still. It is imperative to bring to the 

notice of Your Honours that a sizeable percentage, if not majority, of our alumni 

continue to remain resident within the National Capital Territory of Delhi post 

the completion of their studies at the University, contributing to its legal culture 

professionally and furthering the dispensation of justice within the city. Whence 

then, arise the need to have such institutionalized reservation for residents of the 

city in the first place? We anxiously write to Your Honours because we fear that 

instead of remaining an ‘elite’ institution of learning, the effect of the notification 
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released on 14th January 2020 would be to make it an ‘elitist’ one. You will no 

doubt forgive us for the impertinence of writing an open letter to you, but we beg 

to take the liberty to insist that what is at stake is not only the future of our 

institution, but also of the ‘NLU Model’ itself, which has for long been considered 

as a means to bring legal education at par with other streams of technical 

education, both in terms of quality and public perception. The urgency of the 

matter, we can only appeal, is very pressing indeed.  

With hope and warm regards, we remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Present and Former Students of National Law University, Delhi* 

* Please refer to Annexure-5 for a complete list of signatories to the letter.
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