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* IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  DELHI  AT  NEW  DELHI 

+  W.P.(C) 8178/2018 

 SHRI ISHWAR SINGH     ..... Petitioner 

Through: Mr. N.S. Dalal, Mr. Devesh Pratap 

Singh, Mr. Alok Kumar, Ms. 

Rachana Dalal, Ms. Sweta Kadyan 

and Mr. VishvenderBalhara, 

Advocates 

 

    versus 

 

 LAND AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT AND ANR. 

..... Respondents 

Through: Mr. Yeeshu Jain, Standing Counsel 

with Ms. Jyoti Tyagi, Advocate for 

R-1 

 Ms. Prabhsahay Kaur, Standing 

Counsel with Mr. Aditya Pratap 

Singh, Advocate 

 CORAM: 

 HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE CHANDRA DHARI SINGH 

    O R D E R 

%    12.09.2022 
 

1. Learned counsel for the petitioner informed that this Court, in its 

Order dated 02.08.2022, passed clear directions to the respondents to 

dispose of the pending application of the Petitioner within 15 days from 

the date of the order, i.e., on or before 17
th

 August 2022, failing which, 

the concerned officials of both the respondents were to remain present 

before this Court on the next date of hearing, i.e., today.  

2. It is submitted by the learned counsel for the petitioner that despite 

such express directions by the Court while passing the said Order, the 



respondents have failed to comply with the same and have not made any 

efforts to adjudicate the pending application of the petitioner. 

3. Learned counsel appearing on behalf of the Respondents appeared 

and informed the Court that the Order passed by this Court has been duly 

conveyed to the concerned officials as well as the Department. It is 

submitted that the concerned officials upon failing to decide the said 

application were also reminded to be present before this Court today.  

4. At this juncture, learned counsel appearing for the respondents 

sought a passover. Accordingly, the matter is posted for being heard at 

3:00 P.M. 

 

CHANDRA DHARI SINGH, J 
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At 3:00 P.M. 

5. The matter is called for being heard. Learned counsel for the parties 

reiterated their submissions made at the first instance today.  

6. Heard learned counsel for the parties and perused the record. 

7. This Court has perused its previous order dated 2
nd

 August, 2022, 

whereby inter alia, it was stated as under: 

“8. It is with deep regret that this Court has to remark that 

the conduct of the concerned authority is nothing but 

appalling. Poor citizens of this country cannot be left at the 



mercy of such a system and their rights cannot be kept in 

abeyance, while their representations keep languishing for 

decades together, to be decided only at the sweet will of the 

officials. It is high time that such a lackadaisical approach 

be shunned away and buried nine fathoms deep. 

 

9. The Respondents are accordingly directed to dispose the 

pending application of the Petitioner within 15 days from 

today, i.e., on or before 17
th
August 2022, failing which, the 

concerned officials of both the respondents shall be present 

before this Court on the next date of hearing.” 

 

8. It is evident from record and is uncontested by the learned counsel 

for the Respondents that the application of the petitioner remains pending 

till date. It is also plainly clear that vide the said order as reproduced 

above, in case of failure to dispose of the said application, the concerned 

officials were directed to remain present before this Court on the next date 

of hearing, i.e., today. However, despite such express directions passed by 

this Court, the concerned officials have utterly failed to comply with the 

same. Learned counsel appearing on behalf of the Respondents have been 

unable to satisfactorily reply to the query of the Court, as to why and 

under what circumstances the concerned officials have not complied with 

the Order of this Court.  

9. On the query of this Court, learned counsel appearing on behalf of 

respondents have not contradicted the fact that the application of the 

petitioner has not been decided yet. It is also not being contradicted that 

the concerned officials have not filed any application for exemption from 

personal appearance before this Court. Also, till date no application has 

been filed on behalf of the concerned officials for extension of time as 



granted by this Court vide order dated 2
nd

August 2022 for deciding the 

application of the petitioner. 

10. Therefore, it is evident that, despite the clear directions of this 

Court, neither the application of the petitioner that has been pending for 

more than 3 decades has been decided, nor the concerned officials 

directed to remain present have bothered to be present before this Court. 

This is despite the fact that the counsel for the respondents intimated and 

even reminded them to remain present before this Court. The said 

officials did not even take the pain to seek time for extension of the period  

prescribed nor any application has been filed for exemption from personal 

appearance. This clearly depicts the high-headedness of the officials 

namely – Vice-Chairman, DDA and Secretary, Land & Building 

Department.  

11. In the instant case, as is evident from the record, the application 

was filed before the authorities way back in 1987. Since then, 35 years 

have passed but no action, whatsoever, has been taken by the concerned 

officials till date. It was also noted on the previous date that it is 

disturbing that such an approach adopted by the concerned officers, and 

their failure to discharge their duty, has led to filing of a plethora of 

petitions before the High Courts across the country, thereby, adding to the 

pendency and backlog of cases as well as burdening the judiciary. 

12. Today, India is celebrating the Amrit Kaal of 75 years of its 

independence, and marching ahead shunning the shackles of servitude, 

and with fresh vigour and greater conviction to become a developed 



nation. The Babudom of the bureaucracy is symbolic of the colonial 

mindset, and a major obstacle to attainment of this goal. It is high time 

that the mindset is shunned away for good, and the people of this country 

are liberated from such carcinogenic tendencies and vestiges of the 

colonial past. 

13. It was regretfully remarked by this Court even in its last order that 

the situation depicted a sad state of affairs and travesty of justice that the 

representations of the citizens of this country have been reduced to mere 

pieces of paper and the system kept on moving, in its usual snail speed, 

being least bothered about their grievances. Consequently, their 

applications have been remaining stacked in files for decades and 

decades.  

14. Despite the aforesaid observations by this Court that should have 

led to an introspection by the concerned officials and instead of 

complying with the directions given, the officials did not lest even pay 

heed to the intimation and reminder by their Counsel. This is an open and 

wilful breach of the authority of this Court and cannot be tolerated. 

15. The conduct of the officers is highly objectionable, and it is evident 

that both the officials outrightly and wilfully demeaned and disobeyed the 

order of this Court. In addition to failing to discharge their duty, the 

concerned officials have prima facie committed contempt of Court.  

16. Any conscientious citizen of the country would be pained by such 

contumacious conduct. As long as the Rule of Law breathes in this land, 

so long will the following quote popularised by Lord Denning, and 



borrowed from the writings of Dr. Thomas Fuller shall continue to echo: 

“Be ye never so high, the law is above you.” 

17. The orders passed by a constitutional Court of this country being 

violated at the sweet will of the officials openly butchers the spirit of Rule 

of Law.  

18. At the time of passing order, an earnest request was made by the 

learned counsel for the respondent praying for a relaxation enabling the 

concerned officials to be present before this Court and comply with the 

orders passed by this Court. 

19. Accordingly, on the request and undertaking of Mr. Yeeshu Jain, 

Standing Counsel appearing on behalf of respondent no. 1 and Ms. 

Prabhsahay Kaur, Standing Counsel appearing on behalf of respondent 

no. 2, this Court has granted  further opportunity to the officials to remain 

present before this Court and the matter is adjourned to 13
th
September 

2022 at 2:30 P.M. 

20. It is accordingly directed that both the concerned officials shall be 

present before this Court tomorrow with an affidavit explaining therein 

the reasons for non-compliance of the order of this Court.  
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