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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU 

DATED THIS THE 4TH DAY OF MARCH, 2022 

PRESENT 

THE HON’BLE MR. RITU RAJ AWASTHI, CHIEF JUSTICE  

AND

THE HON’BLE MR.JUSTICE S.R.KRISHNA KUMAR 

WRIT PETITION NO.4481 OF 2022 (GM-POLICE) PIL

BETWEEN: 

SRI AMAR CORREA 

ADVOCATE 

S/O E.J.CORREA 

AGED ABOUT 46 YEARS 

OFFICE AT: AMAR CORREA ASSOCIATES JURIS 

#101, 1ST FLOOR, PREMIER PRESIDENCY 

35/17, LANGORD ROAD 

BANGALORE – 560 025 

... PETITIONER 

(BY SRI AMAR CORREA, PETITIONER IN PERSON) 

AND:  

1. STATE OF KARNATAKA 

 REP. BY CHIEF SECRETARY  

 TO GOVERNMENT 

 VIDHANA SOUDHA 

 BENGALURU – 560 001 

2. THE STATE OF KARNATAKA 

 REP BY PRINCIPAL SECRETARY 

 HOME DEPARTMENT 

 VIDHANA SOUDHA 

 BENGALURU – 560 001 

3. DIRECTOR – GENERAL & 

 INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE 

 POLICE HEADQUARTERS, NO.2 

 NRUPATHUNGA ROAD 

 BANGALORE – 560 001 

     ... RESPONDENTS 

(BY SRI H.R.SHOWRI, AGA) 
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THIS WRIT PETITION IS FILED UNDER ARTICLES 226 AND 
227 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA PRAYING TO DIRECTING 

THE RESPONDENT 1 TO FORTHWITH NOTIFY THE PRESCRIBED 
MANNER OF COMMUNICATING, THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE 

OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE POLICE STATION, BY AN ACTION 
TAKEN REPORT, AS MANDATED UNDER SECTION 173(2)(ii) OF 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, 1973 AND ETC. 

THIS PETITION COMING ON FOR PRELIMINARY HEARING 

THIS DAY, CHIEF JUSTICE MADE THE FOLLOWING:

ORDER

This Public Interest Litigation has been filed by a 

practicing lawyer seeking the following reliefs: 

“i. Directing the Respondent 1 to forthwith 

Notify the Prescribed Manner of 

communicating, the action taken by the 

Officer in charge of the Police Station, by 

an action taken Report, as mandated 

under Section 173(2)(ii) of Code of 

Criminal Procedure, 1973; and 

ii. Directing the Respondents to include 

‘Victim’ as defined under Section 2(wa) 

of Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, to 

be included within the meaning of ‘the 

person if any by whom the information 

relating to the commission of the offence 

was first given’ as provided in Section 

173(2)(ii) of Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1973, for communication of the action 

taken by the investigating officer; and 

iii. Directing the Respondents to mandatorily 

comply Section 173(2)(ii) of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure, and thereby, upon 

completion of investigation, 

communicate to the First Informant or 

Victim as the case may be, in the 

manner prescribed by the State 

Government, the Report of the action 

taken on the First Information/ 

Complaint; and 
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iv. Direct that, the Magistrates/Special 

Courts, discharging function as 

Magistrates for the purpose of taking 

cognizance, in the State of Karnataka, 

before whom any Report under Section 

173(2)(i) Cr.P.C would be placed, to 

record satisfaction of compliance of 

Section 173(2)(ii) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, by the Officer in charge of 

Police Station, and only thereafter 

consider such Report to proceed further 

in accordance with law, and; 

v. Pass any other Orders/Directions/Writs, 

of whatever nature as deemed fit, in the 

facts and circumstances of this Petition; 

in the interest of justice and equity.”  

2. The petitioner appearing in person has cited certain 

case details, which are given in the body of the writ 

petition, in which he has appeared as a lawyer.  As per the 

petitioner appearing in person, the requirement of Section 

173 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (for short, 

“Cr.P.C”) is to provide a copy of the action taken report by 

the police to the complainant/informant before it is 

submitted to the concerned Court.   

3. For convenience, Section 173 of Cr.P.C is reproduced 

below: 

“173. Report of police officer on 
completion of investigation. - (1) Every 

investigation under this Chapter shall be 

completed without unnecessary delay. 
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(1-A) The investigation in relation to an 

offence under sections 376, 376A, 376AB, 

376B, 376C, 376D, 376DA, 376DB or 376E of 

the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) shall be 

completed within two months from the date on 

which the information was recorded by the 

officer in charge of the police station. 

(2) (i) As soon as it is completed, the 

officer in charge of the police station shall 

forward to a Magistrate empowered to take 

cognizance of the offence on a police report, a 

report in the form prescribed by the State 

Government, stating- 

(a) the names of the parties; 

(b) the nature of the information; 

(c) the names of the persons who appear 

to be acquainted with the 

circumstances of the case; 

(d) whether any offence appears to have 

been committed and, if so, by whom; 

(e)whether the accused has been 

arrested; 

(f) whether he has been released on his 

bond and, if so, weather with or 
without sureties; 

(g) whether he has been forwarded in 

custody under section 170. 

(h) whether the report of medical 

examination of the woman has been 

attached where investigation relates 

to an offence under sections 376, 

376A, 376AB, 376B, 376C, 376D, 

376DA, 376DB or section 376E of the 

Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860). 

(ii) The officer shall also communicate, in 

such manner as may be prescribed by the 

State Government, the action taken by him, to 

the person, if any, by whom the information 
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relating to the commission of the offence was 

first given. 

(3) Where a superior officer of police has 

been appointed under section 158, the report 

shall, in any case in which the State 

Government by general or special order so 

directs, be submitted through that officer, and 
he may, pending the orders of the Magistrate, 

direct the officer in charge of the police station 

to make further investigation 

(4) Whenever it appears from a report 

forwarded under this section that the accused 

has been released on his bond, the Magistrate 

shall make such order for the discharge of such 

bond or otherwise as he thinks fit. 

(5) When such report is in respect of a 

case to which section 170 applies, the police 

officer shall forward to the Magistrate along 

with the report- 

(a) all documents or relevant extracts 

thereof on which the prosecution 

proposes to rely other than those already 

sent to the Magistrate during 

investigation; 

(b) the statements- recorded under 

section 161 of all the persons whom the 

prosecution proposes to examine as its 

witnesses. 

(6) If the police officer is of opinion that 

any part of any such statement is not relevant 

to the subject-matter of the proceedings or 

that its disclosure to the accused is not 

essential in the interests of justice and is 

inexpedient in the public interest, he shall 

indicate that part of the statement and append 

a note requesting the Magistrate to exclude 
that part from the copies to be granted to the 

accused and stating his reasons for making 

such request. 
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(7) Where the police officer investigating 

the case finds it convenient so to do, he may 

furnish to the accused copies of all or any of 

the documents referred to in sub- section (5). 

(8) Nothing in this section shall be 

deemed to preclude further investigation in 

respect of an offence after a report under sub- 
section (2) has been forwarded to the 

Magistrate and, where upon such investigation, 

the officer in charge of the police station 

obtains further evidence, oral or documentary, 

he shall forward to the Magistrate a further 

report or reports regarding such evidence in 

the form prescribed; and the provisions of sub- 

sections (2) to (6) shall, as far as may be, 

apply in relation to such report or reports as 

they apply in relation to a report forwarded 

under sub- section (2).” 

4. The requirement of law is that the Investigating 

Officer shall be also required to communicate in such 

manner as may be prescribed by the State Government, 

the action taken by him to the person, if any, by whom the 

information relating to the commission of the offence was 

first given meaning thereby, the Investigating Officer has to 

provide a copy of the police report to the complainant/ 

informant.  The requirement of law in this regard is fulfilled 

when the Investigating Officer submits the police report 

before the competent Court and along with the said police 

report submits an additional copy of the police report for 

being handed over to the complainant/informant.  It is the 
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responsibility of the complainant/informant to take the said 

additional copy of the police report from the competent 

Court.  It is not the requirement of law that the 

Investigating Officer shall first handover the copy of the 

police report to the complainant/informant and only 

thereafter, submit it to the competent Court.  The petitioner 

appearing in person has not been able to show any material 

on record to establish that the complainant/informant has 

been denied the copy of the police report when the said 

complainant/informant has approached the Court for that 

purpose.   

5. In support of his submissions the petitioner appearing 

in person has relied on a judgment of the Apex Court in the 

case of BHAGWANT SINGH vs. COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 

AND ANOTHER1, wherein it has been held that the police 

report is essentially given to the complaint/informant.   

6. There is no dispute to the aforesaid legal proposition 

as noted above.  However, we fail to appreciate the 

contention of the petitioner appearing in person that the 

police shall be directed to first serve the copy of the police 

1 (1985) 2 SCC 537
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report to the complainant/informant and only thereafter, 

file it before the competent Court.   

7. The writ petition, being totally misconceived, is 

dismissed.   

8. The petitioner appearing in person being a lawyer has 

approached this Court by filing the instant Public Interest 

Litigation and has wasted the precious time of the Court.  

For that purpose, cost of `50,000/- is imposed on the 

petitioner appearing in person to be deposited within one 

month before the State Legal Services Authority, failing 

which it shall be recovered as arrears of revenue. 

Sd/- 

CHIEF JUSTICE 

Sd/- 

JUDGE 

AHB 
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