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IDIA (Increasing Diversity by Increasing
Access to legal education) is a pan-India social
movement to train students from
underprivileged communities and help
transform them into leading lawyers and
community advocates. IDIA is premised on the
notion that access to premier legal education
empowers marginalized communities by
creating exceptional lawyers and community
leaders from within.
 
The project is run on the backbone of highly
passionate student volunteers from various
law schools, who travel across the length and
breadth of India to identify marginalized
students with an aptitude for the study of law.

Increasing Diversity 
by Increasing Access
Empowering underprivileged students through legal education

 It then trains these selected students through a rigorous program for the leading law entrance examinations,
such as CLAT (Common Law Admission Test) and AILET (All India Law Entrance Test). Once selected to the top
law schools, IDIA arranges for sponsorships/scholarships and mentorship schemes to help candidates blossom to
their full potential and take their rightful places as leading lawyers and community advocates.
 

As with previous years, IDIA was blessed with a decent strike rate this year as well. Nine of the
scholars that we trained cracked the CLAT exam and made it to the top law schools. And this is
the very first list. We expect that more scholars will make it in the remaining 3-4 lists that are
finalized in the coming weeks. From their profiles, you can see that our scholars grew up
amidst extreme adversity and poverty. And yet most of them converted their adversities into
advantages.
 
Demonstrating a wonderful exuberance of spirit, they slogged it out well into the night and
you can see the results for yourself. Competing with the best of privileged students from the
best schools, and still making it to the elite National Law schools. Though hailing from diverse
backgrounds, our scholars are united in their avowed aim to change society for the better
through their shot at legal education. Lending credence to the vision of the now deceased legal
legend, Prof. Madhav Menon, who sought to create a new cadre of game changers through the
NLS model.
 

IDIA Strikes Again



IDIA Needs Your Help
Unfortunately, law schools cost a lot these days. And not many law schools help our
scholars. Indeed, only a handful of law schools offer our scholars scholarships and fee
waivers and the rest have refused despite several pleas in the past. As such, we need to
rely on the large-heartedness of potential donors who can support the education of these
children. And help them fulfil their dream of becoming leading lawyers and community
advocates.

 
Unless we get committed donors for each of these scholars, they will have no option than
to drop out and pick another (not so promising) avenue for their future. We sincerely
hope that this will not come to pass. So please do help as best as you can! We are required
to make an immediate payment of INR 50,000 per candidate in order to secure their seat
at the university. With 9 of our scholars having made it in the first list, the total amount
needed to just block their seats is INR 4,50,000. So please help at the earliest! All our
details for contributions etc. can be found at https://idialaw.com/support-idia/ as well as
on the last page of the flyer.

 
For more details, please email our Associate Director, Prateek Suri at
prateek@idialaw.com, or call him at +91 9548455090. More contact details on the last page
of this flyer.  Our latest website will be announced soon. To take a look, visit
http://139.59.36.146/ Thank you!



SCHOLAR PROFILES

Anant Budhraja
SURAT, GUJARAT

Arjun Ghosh
RASHIDPUR, WEST BENGAL

Ashok Sagar
SARGARO KA BAS, RAJASTHAN

Biswajit Shil
BHAKTIPUR, WEST BENGAL

Akhil Nenavath
DEVARKONDA, TELANGANA

Piyush Soni

Sushanth Gajula

Vaibhavi Pedhavi

GANJ BASODA, MADHYA PRADESH

GANJ BASODA, MADHYA PRADESH

ALIBAUG, MAHARASHTRA

Sheetal Kumari
PATRA TOLI, JHARKHAND
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Arjun has secured a seat at the
Gujarat National Law University,

Gandhinagar (GNLU).

ARJUN GHOSH

Arjun’s story is one of our most inspiring ever! Born and raised in a tiny village named Rashidpur in
the Hooghly district of West Bengal, Arjun faced hardships at every stage of his life. His father is a
daily wage labourer with a meagre income of hardly INR 3000 a month. As such, they struggle to
make their ends meet.
 
Arjun’s story is quite tragic. At the age of four, Arjun experienced some irritation in one of his eyes.
The local doctor was hardly suited to the task and ended up misdiagnosing him. As a result, he ended
up losing sight in both of his eyes.
 
Undeterred, Arjun continued to fight against adversity, and convert each of them to his advantage.
Given his own experience with a thoroughly inept and negligent doctor, he realized the importance of
law and its potential to redress injustice and hold people accountable. This inspired Arjun to study law
and become a lawyer to fight for justice for people who cannot afford to do so themselves.
 
He says that he does not want anyone else to feel the way he did when he went blind - absolutely
helpless! Arjun finished his 12th standard studies from the Ramakrishna Mission Blind Boys’ Academy
in Kolkata. He also happens to be a history buff, and spends most of his time in the library, his fortress
of solitude.
 
After a lot of hard work and burning the midnight oil, Arjun secured a seat at GNLU as per the CLAT’s
first consolidated allotment list. Arjun was trained by our training partner, Career Launcher through
its centre in Gariahat, Kolkata.
 
The annual costs for GNLU, inclusive of tuition fees, internships, hostel, mess, travel
expenses and other related costs are approximately INR 4.69 lakhs per annum. Please
come forward to support Arjun in his dream of fighting injustice and creating a more
inclusive India!



Vaibhavi has secured a seat at
the Gujarat National Law

University, Gandhinagar (GNLU).

VAIBHAVI PEDHAVI

Vaibhavi hails from Zirad, a village in coastal Maharashtra. Her father works two jobs to provide for
his family - he is a farmer and also runs a small shop. With a measly monthly income of just INR 5000,
he supports a family of 5! They live in a humble abode, with very little public transportation access.
 
All this adversity did not deter Vaibhavi who knew that she could make something of herself with
hard work and dedication. Blessed with multiple intelligences (in noted Harvard educationist Howard
Gardners language), Vaibhavi has won several essay competitions, elocution events, and also
represented her school in numerous basketball tournaments. She also sings and plays the harmonium
beautifully. And all the while, she performed very well in class too - scoring a whopping 89.60% in her
11th standard exams.
 
Fortunately for us, Vaibhavi was interested in law since childhood and therefore didn’t really require
any major convincing to give CLAT a shot. Biographies of our founding fathers and freedom fighters
such as Mahatma Gandhi and Pt. Nehru influenced her deeply. However her real impetus came
through an unfortunate incident, when she lost her dear uncle in a fishing boat accident. They could
get no compensation as they were not aware of their rights and had no access to legal counsel.
 
Vaibhavi now wants to remedy this and hold a torchlight for her community and those around her; so
they can be aware of and fight for their rights. She is keenly aware of the law and its potential for
justice and social transformation. After qualifying as a lawyer, Vaibhavi wishes to unleash a platform
where the poor and needy are provided free access to justice. After a rigorous training regimen,
Vaibhavi secured a seat at GNLU. Vaibhavi was trained by our training partner, Career Launcher,
through its centre in Pune.
 
The annual costs for GNLU, inclusive of tuition fees, miscellaneous fees, nominal living
expenses, internships, accommodation, travel and other related costs are approximately
INR 4.69 lakhs per annum. Please help Vaibhavi's noble dream come true!



Sushanth has secured a seat at
the WB National University of

Juridical Sciences, Kolkata
(WBNUJS).

SUSHANTH GAJULA

Sushanth Gajula is a very vibrant student from the Sai Junior Blind College in Hyderabad. Originally
from Warangal, Sushant's family settled down in Begumpet, Hyderabad. Sushanth’s father, a medical
assistant under a private doctor, provides for the family of 4 through his salary of INR 8750 per month.
Sushant was born with a defect in his eyes that rendered him blind at a very early age.
 
One of our most dedicated scholars, Sushant received rich plaudits from his mentors for the manner in
which he diligently went about preparing for CLAT.  At school, Sushanth loved staying back and
spending time with his teachers to debate and discuss what transpired in class each day.
 
During his time in school, Sushant developed a keen interest in political issues and the intricacies and
impact of court rulings. Fascinated by what he what he learnt, he resolved to pursue a legal career.
 
Sushant’s efforts to crack CLAT were aided by the Hyderabad Chapter for whom he reserves much
praise. In his words, “The IDIA Hyderabad chapter was a constant source of support in the phase of
my preparation for CLAT as they gave me valuable inputs. The volunteers were very dedicated and
were always open to our doubts even if it is a trivial one.”
 
Sushant's efforts were also supported by our training partner LST. He appeared for their test series and
it proved to be a great practice run for him.
 
Through his untiring efforts, Sushant did exceedingly well in CLAT and has been
allotted a seat in WBNUJS, Kolkata, one of the top 3 NLUs in the country today. The cost
of completing a legal education at WBNUJS, inclusive of tuition, related costs,
internship, hostel, mess and nominal living expenses, is INR 4.83 lakhs. Your
contribution could help Sushant achieve his dream of practicing law!



Sheetal has secured a seat at the
National University of Study and

Reasearch in Law, Ranchi
(NUSRL)

SHEETAL KUMARI

Sheetal Kumari is a hardworking and passionate student from a small village called Patra Toli in the
Ranchi Distict of Jharkhand. Her father works as a security guard at the National University of Study
and Research in Law (NUSRL) at Ranchi, with a monthly income of merely INR 5,000 per month, and
her mother is a homemaker. 
 
Sheetal has been a focused student, scoring 8.5 CGPA in her 10th standard from Cambrian Public
School, Ranchi and 67% in 12th standard from Ursuline College, Ranchi. Sheetal says it was her dream
to be a lawyer and now that she has cleared CLAT, she is happy to see herself on the way to becoming
one. NUSRL is also home to the IDIA Jharkhand Chapter and Sheetal reached out to them for support
and guidance. She studied very hard for CLAT with the help of IDIA volunteers, and also attended a
few free training sessions by ‘National CLAT Academy’ in Ranchi.
 
While explaining why she’d like to study law, she said, “I want to become a lawyer because I belong to
a community which is socially and economically backward. Due to this, many people try to suppress
us and consider us weak. Due to a general lack of education and awareness, girls are not sent to
school, and nobody can raise their voice against it as they are not aware of our laws and our rights. So,
I want to become a lawyer to fight for the rights of tribals and other oppressed communities and help
them attain equal status in society.”
 
Sheetal has scored well in CLAT 2019 and has been allotted a seat at the National
University of Study and Research in Law (NUSRL), Ranchi in the first CLAT list. Average
cost of NUSRL including tuition fees, internship, hostel, mess, travelling and nominal
living expense is about 4.47 lakhs per annum. Please come forward and help her
achieve her dream, so she can be an inspiration for many others like her.



Biswajit has secured a seat at the
National Law University Odisha

(NLUO)

BISWAJIT SHIL

Biswajit’s is a rousing story – one of dedication and determination triumphing against all odds.
Biswajit belongs to a tiny village - Bhaktipur in the South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal. He is
visually impaired due to a congenital birth defect. He has three siblings - two of whom are also
visually impaired due to the same defect. His father, a farmer, supports the family with a meager
income of INR 4000 per month.
 
Biswajit has never let his circumstances getter the better of him. Confident and self assured about
being able to achieve any goal through grit and industry, he has constantly strived towards self
improvement. He also makes it a point to stay abreast of the latest developments in today’s fast moving
world and spends his free time reading local and global news.
 
Biswajit says, “law is a topic of myth and mystery” in his village which has seldom seen a lawyer. The
villagers are constantly oppressed and taken advantage of due to their lack of knowledge of the law
and their rights. Biswajit is determined to set things right. He dreams of helping his community escape
this state of affairs by offering pro bono legal services for the villagers in need. 
 
Biswajit studied for his class 12th board examinations from the Ramakrishna Mission Blind Boys’
Academy and is keen to support and provide for his siblings and give his parents a life of comfort and
financial security. The IDIA West Bengal Chapter provided guidance and support to Biswajit, and he
was trained by our training partner, Career Launcher through its centre in Gariahat, Kolkata.
 
Biswajit’s terrific performance in CLAT 2019  has resulted in his being allotted a seat in
NLUO in the first consolidated CLAT list. Average costs at NLUO inclusive of tuition,
miscellaneous fees, internship, hostel, mess and nominal living expenses are INR 3.80
lakhs per annum. Please help Biswajit help his family and community. Help him make a
difference!



Akhil has secured a seat at the
National Law University Odisha

(NLUO).

AKHIL NENAVATH

Akhil is a sharp, industrious and driven student from Devarkonda village in Telangana. Akhil’s life has
been one of grave hardship, having lost his father at a very tender age. His mother toils long hours in the
field as an agricultural labourer to support Akhil and his younger brother. With an annual income of
around INR 85,000, the family has had to endure innumerable financial difficulties.
 
Akhil, however. has always persevered and through sheer grit and dedication, he has made the most of
the opportunities presented to him. His school waived his fee tuition fee as an act of kindness. Akhil
justified the faith they had reposed in him by scoring a stellar CGPA of 9 out of 10 in his tenth standard.
He continued to focus on his academics with the same rigour and scored an impressive 86% in his
twelfth standard as well. Akhil is also a keen sportsperson with a passion for Kabaddi!
 
With little exposure to the various career options before him, Akhil took some time off after his twelfth
standard to learn and make an informed decision about his future. Once he became aware of the kind of
opportunities which a legal career presented, he set his mind to cracking CLAT. In his own words, Akhil
sets out why he seeks to study law - "I am keen to pursue law so that I can be of help to all the people in
my village and community… [Otherwise,] I will not be able to help people of my community".  
 
Reality dawned when Akhil realized he could not afford the fees of the coaching centres or the national
law colleges. Undeterred, he visited NALSAR, Hyderabad, to find a way to pursue his dream. He came to
know about IDIA through a student at NALSAR and approached us. IDIA then approached its training
partner, Career Launcher, which gladly agreed to offer free coaching through its centre in Hyderabad
and Akhil went on to prepare for CLAT with unflinching zeal.
 
Akhil’s continued efforts have paid off and he has been allotted NLUO in the first
consolidated CLAT list. Average costs at NLUO inclusive of tuition, internship,
accommodation, travel and living expenses are INR 3.80 lakhs per annum. Please come
forward and help Akhil achieve his dream of empowering his community.
 



Ananth has secured a seat at the
WB National University of
Juridical Sciences, Kolkata

(WBNUJS).

ANANT BUDHRAJA

Anant Budhraja is a highly motivated and passionate student who was born in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
but has been a resident of Surat, Gujarat, over the last 18 years. His father tutors a bunch of local kids
for a living while his mother is a teacher at a small local school. The family’s total monthly income is
around INR 20,000.
 
Anant passed his 10th standard examinations with a whopping CGPA of 10 out of 10. He scored
excellently in his 12th standard examinations as well. His score was 94.4%. Anant’s hobbies include
reading, sketching, and playing basketball and volleyball.
 
Anant had always been dedicated towards pursuing legal education. He says, “law is the only field
which makes one truly realize the basic rights that one is entitled to.” Anant wants to work towards the
betterment of the society using the instrumentality of the law.
 
Anant had cracked CLAT on a previous occasion and secured a seat in GNLU, but could not take
admission due to financial constraints. He was constantly troubled by the thought that he would never
be able to pursue his dream of becoming a lawyer and a good bread winner for his family. As luck
would have it, he met Mr. Mohit Mangal, CEO of IQUE Ideas, Ahmedabad, who introduced Anant to
IDIA.
 
Rest, as they say, is history. Anant performed exceedingly well in all the aptitude tests to be selected as
an IDIA trainee. He also performed well in IDIA mock tests.
 
Anant did magnificently in CLAT and has been allotted a seat at the WBNUJS, Kolkata,
one of the top 3 NLUs in the country today. The cost of completing a legal education at
WBNUJS, inclusive of tuition, related fees, accommodation, internship, travel and mess
expenses, is INR 4.83 lakhs. Your contribution could help Anant achieve his dream of
becoming a lawyer!



Ashok has secured a seat at the
National Law University Odisha

(NLUO).

ASHOK SAGAR

Ashok Sagar hails from ‘Sargaro ka bas’, a tiny village in Rajasthan. His father, a farmer, supports a
family of six with a paltry income of around INR 3,300 per month. Ashok, the eldest of 4 siblings, has
always tried to set the right example for his brothers and sister, who look up to him. He is also
determined to extend a helping hand to his father whom he has seen work doggedly in the scorching
heat each day!
 
An ardent believer in the virtues of hard work, Ashok has broken down numerous barriers through the
sheer force of his unrelenting efforts and perseverance. Indeed, against all odds, he performed well in
academics. He scored 87.67 % in his 10th standard and 85.50% in the 12th standard in the science stream.
 
A voracious reader, Ashok also authored thoughtful pieces on topics varying from environment to the
importance of hard work!
 
Ashok came to know about IDIA and law as a career option through a sensitization program conducted
by IDIA in his school. He qualified among a large number of students who gave the IDIA National
Aptitude Test. IDIA then approached its training partner, Law Prep Tutorials, which gladly agreed to
offer free coaching through its centre in Jodhpur. According to him, law is not only an important aspect
of every one’s life, it also has a vital role to play in a nation’s growth and development. He is
determined to study law and contribute towards the development of his nation.
 
Ashok’s impressive performance in CLAT 2019 has resulted in his being allotted a seat in
NLUO in the first consolidated CLAT list. Average costs at NLUO inclusive of tuition,
internship, moot courts and other extra curricular activities, hostel, mess, travel, and
other expenses are INR 3.80 lakhs per annum. Please come forward and help Ashok
achieve his dream of becoming a nation builder!



Piyush has secured a seat at the
National Law Institute

University, Bhopal (NLIU).

PIYUSH SONI

Piyush Soni hails from Ganj Basoda, a small town in Madhya Pradesh. His father runs a small store and
has to support a family of four with a monthly income that hardly comes to INR 10,000!
 
Through sheer hard work and determination, Piyush overcame insurmountable obstacles and his
stellar academic credential stand testament to the same. Piyush  topped his school, Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya (JNV), Vidisha, in the tenth standard with a perfect C.G.P.A of 10 out of 10. Choosing not to
rest on his laurels, he continued to work with the same resolve and in his twelfth standard, scored a
mighty 90% in the science stream.
 
Piyush has not allowed the less than fortunate circumstances in which he grew up affect his undying
spirit and is keen to work for the betterment of the society. He nurtures dreams of becoming a judge
and putting to use the powerful instrument of law to unleash positive changes. A voracious reader,
Piyush is also a cricket and volleyball enthusiast who is always up for a game or two.
 
Piyush came to know about IDIA through one of its scholars – Mukesh Tomar. Mukesh had been a
senior at JNV, Vidisha and his journey inspired Piyush. He reached out to the IDIA Chapter at NLIU
Bhopal and he was picked for training soon after. Piyush never missed an opportunity to ensure his
success in CLAT. He took a year off to focus on training, travelled to NLIU Bhopal for every training
session and often spent hours studying with volunteers in the campus. An avid reader of general
knowledge, he was often lent books. He would always return them in two days, having read the book
cover to cover.
 
Piyush’s efforts bore fruit when he secured a seat at NLIU, Bhopal.
The average annual cost at NLIU inclusive of tuition fees, nominal living expense, interns
hip, accommodation, travel and other related costs is about INR  4.38 lakhs per annum.
Please come forward and help Piyush realise his dreams!



Support US
For Domestic Donors:
 
For NEFT/RTGS
Name of the Bank: Canara Bank
Bank Branch Address: ‘Avani Arcade’,
L-1135, 17th cross, 80 feet Road, Sector – 7,
HSR Layout Bangalore – 560102
Phone:  +91 8861985566
Name of the Trust: IDIA Charitable Trust
Account Number: 2673101012389
Account Type: Savings Bank Account
Customer ID: 65661031
IFSC Code: CNRB0002673
SWIFT Code: CNRBINBBLFD
MICR Code: 560015121
 
Once you make a donation through bank transfer to the above mentioned
account, please write an email to accounts@idialaw.com. We will need
additional transaction details to process your donation. Please note that
we cannot process anonymous donations.
 
For Cheque/Demand Draft
If you wish to contribute through a Cheque/DD, please make the
instrument favouring “IDIA Charitable Trust” and send it to the address
below:
Name of the Trust: IDIA Charitable Trust
Address of Trust: IDIA Charitable Trust, No E – 1/9, Hanumanthappa
Layout, Off Ulsoor road, Bangalore – 560 042
Contact Person: Shivakumar,
IDIA Phone: +91 8861985566;
Email: accounts@idialaw.com



For Foreign Donors:
 
If you wish to contribute any amount below INR 100,000 (USD 1,400) you
must do so through our online prepaid/credit card gateway.
 
If you wish to contribute any amount above INR 100,000 (USD 1,400) you
must do so by SWIFT transfer using our SWIFT banking details.
 
For prepaid/credit cards
Please visit our current website at https://idialaw.com/support-idia/ to
find the HDFC and PayU gateway.
 
For SWIFT Transfers
 
Name of the Bank: HDFC Bank
SWIFT CODE: HDFCINBB
Account Number: 50100079714817
Name of Account Holder: IDIA Charitable Trust
Bank Branch Address: No. 10, J.C. Industrial area, Elechenahalli,
Konankunte Cross, Kanakpura Road, Bangalore, India PIN: 560062
 
Once you make a donation through SWIFT Transfer to above mentioned
account, please write an email to accounts@idialaw.com.
 
We will need additional transaction details to process your donation.
Please note that we cannot process anonymous donations.



Your contributions can help the IDIA Scholars achieve their dreams
of becoming lawyers. 

Visit http://139.59.36.146/ to take a look at our soon to be launched
new website.

 
For additional queries, please contact:

 
Prof. (Dr.) Shamnad Basheer
Founder and Managing Trustee
shamnad@idialaw.com

Aditi Kamath
Executive Vice-President
aditi@idialaw.com
+32 472013613

Prateek Suri
Associate Director
Prateek@idialaw.com
+91 9548455090 
+91 96431 26245
 

Congratulations to our directors, team leaders and volunteers who went out of their way
to train and mentor these scholars and enable their outstanding success! But most

importantly, IDIA thanks its training partners such as LST, IMS Learning Resources, iQue
Ideas, Crack CLAT, Do-Zen, Legal Edge, Law Prep, Lawctopus, MyLaw,  Heritage

education and others for providing excellent training for our scholars free of cost.
 

We also wish to thank our many donors, partners and well wishers who came forward to
fund the CLAT application forms for our scholars, and helped 

contribute to our sensitisations, training programmes and other initiatives. 
We truly appreciate your support!

THANK YOU!


