
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS 

‘Independence of Judiciary’ was never envisaged to mean a complete lack of            

accountability and existence above the law. For an institution which is meant to             

be the savior of the rights of all citizens and the final interpreter of the               

Constitution, the judges of the Supreme Court of India have for far too long              

gotten away with impunity from charges of sexual harassment levelled against           

them. 

For far too long, women of this Country have waited in the hope that the               

conscience of the judges of the Supreme Court will awaken and they will apply to               

themselves the law meant for everyone else as well. What they have gotten             

instead is a cleverly worded, wholly inadequate Regulation (Gender Sensitisation          

and Sexual Harassment of Women at the Supreme Court of India (Prevention,            

Prohibition and Redressal) Regulations, 2013) which, apart from not even          

contemplating a complaint against the Chief Justice, also conveniently omits from           

its scope female employees of the Court as well as any harassment which may              

occur at the official residence of judges (where a majority of their work happens). 

Many open letters and statements have been written already, lamenting the           

absolutely bizarre handling of the situation by the Court thus far. The statement             

made by the complainant while withdrawing from the so-called inquiry          

proceedings set up by the Court further make it clear that far from being well               

versed with the nuances of sexual harassment and power imbalance, the Court            

has perhaps forgotten the very spirit behind the enactment of the Sexual            

Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal)         

Act, 2013 as well as the Vishaka guidelines. 

Ba:r & Bench (www.barandb,ench.com) 



‘May It Please Your Lordships’ is a small attempt to remind our Hon’ble Judges              

of the same. 

We urge all of you to send as many copies as we all can of the bare act to the                    

judges. In the hope that even if Their Lordships are not reading our open letters               

and statements, one judge reading one copy of the bare act might decide to              

stand up and save the institution.  

~ 

Some young members of the bar who might soon lose faith in the profession 
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