
NLUsStudentsConsortium -StatementofSolidarity

TheeventswhichhavetranspiredattheRajivGandhiNationalUniversityofLaw(RGNUL),Patialaoverthe

pastfewdayscanonlybecharacterisedbythetell-talesignsofwhatotherNLUshavefacedintherecent

past-administrativemisdemeanour,miscarriageofjustice,red-tapism,andsexism,justtonameafew.

TheeventshavebeendispiritinganddevastatingnotonlyforthestudentsofRGNULbutforthestudent

fraternityacrosstheNationalLawUniversities(NLUs).

StruggleofRGNULstudentsappearstohavethesamerootsasthatofmanyotherstrugglesinNLUsover

thelastfewyears.Theabsenceofarobustgrievanceredressalsystem inNLUsrendersthestudentsto

seekextrememeasuresbyputtingtheircareersandacademicinterestsatstake.

WeempathisewiththestudentsofRGNULandtheirstruggleagainstthedraconianactionsoftheir

administration. Itisagonisingtowitnesstheunreasonableanddiscriminatorycampusandlibrarycurfew,

thesheeropaquenessandtheconsequentlackofaccountabilityonpartoftheadministrationfortheir

actionsandmostimportantly,theattemptsmadetothwartthematerializationofanyStudentCollective

thatmaybecomethevoiceofthestudentsandthewrongfulsuspensionofsixstudents.Itistruly

dishearteningtobearwitnesstothecallousresponseoftheauthoritiestopeacefullyprotestingstudents.

WealsoextendoursolidaritytothestudentsofalltheotherNLUswhoareconfrontingsimilardraconian

regulations,wheretheimportanceofdissentandthespiritofquestioningandaccountabilityhavebeen

trampledonbythoseexercisinguncheckedpower.TheNLUsStudentsConsortium wouldliketorecallthe

previouslyreleased statementsupporting thecallforthenationalisationand grantofInstitutesof

NationalImportance(INI)statustoNLUs.Thiswouldensureacentralizationofadministrationand

accountablesystemsacrossallthelaw schoolsinIndia,leadingtouniform administrativeregulations,

academicstandardsandcentralisedfunding.Weimploreforthesame.

Therefore,NLUsStudentsConsortium standincompletesolidaritywithourcounterpartsatRGNULand

wholeheartedlysupportthecourageousstandtakenbythem.Werespecttheirsincereandvaliantefforts

tostandupandraisequestionsagainstthearbitraryanddraconianbehaviouroftheiradministration.

NLUsSTUDENTSCONSORTIUM

Ba:r & Bench (www.barandb,ench.com) 


