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W.P.Nos.25213, 23292, 23293 & 23846 of 2018

S.M.SUBRAMANIAM, J.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in the case of Pradyuman 

Bisht V. Union of India and others, reported in (2018) 15 SCC 

433, held that the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in vide order dated 

28.03.2017 issued directions as follows:-

“We  direct  that  at  least  in  two  districts  in  every  

State/Union  Territory  (with  the  exception  of  small 

States/Union Territories where it may be considered to be 

difficult  to  do  so  by  the  High  Courts  concerned)  CCTV 

cameras (without audio recording) may be installed inside 

the  courts  and  at  such  important  locations  of  the  Court 

complexes  as  may  be  considered  appropriate.  Monitor 

thereof may be in the Chamber of the District and Sessions  

Judge  concerned.  Location  of  the  district  courts  and  any 

other issues concerning the subject may be decided by the 

respective High Courts. We make it clear that the footage of 

the CCTV camera will not be available under RTI and will not  

be supplied to anyone without permission of the High Court 

concerned.  Installation  may  be  completed  within  three 

months  from  today.  The  report  of  such  experiment  be 

submitted  within  one  month  of  such  installation  by  the 

Registrars  General  of  the  respective  High  Courts  to  the 

Secretary General of this Court who may have it tabulated 

and placed before the Court.” 
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2. In paragraph 3 of the Judgment (cited supra), the Hon'ble 

Supreme Court  of  India  observed that  “No  report  appears  to  have 

been received with regard to the remaining twelve High Courts.”

3. The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in the case of  Naresh 

Shridhar  Mirajkar  and  others  Vs.  State  of  Maharashtra  and 

another, reported in AIR 1967 SC 1, held as follows:

“20. … It is  well  settled that in general,  all  cases  

brought  before  the  courts,  whether  civil,  criminal,  or  

others, must be heard in open court. Public trial in open 

court is undoubtedly essential for the healthy, objective 

and fair administration of justice. Trial held subject to the 

public scrutiny and gaze naturally acts as a check against  

judicial  caprice  or  vagaries,  and  serves  as  a  powerful 

instrument  for  creating  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 

fairness, objectivity and impartiality of the administration 

of justice. Public confidence in the administration of justice 

is  of  such  great  significance  that  there  can  be  no  two 

opinions on the broad proposition that in discharging their 

functions as judicial tribunals, courts must generally hear 

causes in open and must permit the public admission to 

the courtroom. As Bentham has observed:

‘In the darkness of secrecy sinister interest, and evil 

in  every  shape,  have  full  swing.  Only  in proportion  as 

publicity  has place  can any of  the  checks  applicable  to 

judicial injustice operate. Where there is no publicity there 
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is no justice. Publicity is the very soul of justice. It is the  

keenest  spur  to  exertion,  and  the  surest  of  all  guards 

against improbity. It keeps the Judge himself while trying 

under trial (in the sense that) the security of securities is  

publicity.’  (Scott v. Scott [Scott v. Scott,  1913  AC  417 

(HL)] , AC p. 477)

4. Beyond above directions and observations in paragraph 8 of 

the judgment(Pradyuman Bisht case), it is held that “Installation 

of  CCTV  Cameras  will  be  in  the  interest  of  justice.  Any 

apprehension to the contrary  needs to  be repelled.  We have 

already  incorporated  safeguards  of  footage  of  recording  not 

being given for any purpose other than the purposes for which 

the High Court considers it appropriate. We have also directed 

that  the  RTI  provisions  will  not  apply  to  CCTV  Camera 

recordings in our order dated 28.03.2017.” 

5.  When  the  Hon'ble  Supreme  Court  of  India  itself  issued 

directions for installation of CCTV Cameras inside the Courts and at 

such  important  locations,  Court  complexes,  as  may  be  considered, 

appropriate with monitoring thereof  in the Chambers of the Hon'ble 

Judges concerned, the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India categorically 

enumerated that “Such important locations of Court complex as may 
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be considered appropriate.”

6. In W.P.No.25213 of 2018 dated 14.02.2019, passed orders in 

the commencing paragraph of the judgment as under:-

“An ounce of practice is worth more than tons of 

preaching”, Mahatma Gandhi said.

An attempt to follow the words, this Court is inclined to 

direct the Registrar (Administration), High Court of Madras 

to install Closed Circuit CCTV Camera in the Chambers of 

Hon'ble Justice S.M.SUBRAMANIAM, within a period of two 

weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order. With 

these directions, this Court would prefer to adjudicate the 

issues raised in all these writ petitions.

2. The Commissioner of Police of all Cities across the 

State as well  as the Director General of Police and other 

Higher Police Officials are preaching with responsibility that 

all  the Residents,  Apartment  owners,  Traders  and others 

shall install the CCTV Cameras in their respective premises, 

enabling the Police Department to nab the offenders. Such 

advertisements  are  frequently  issued  by  the  Police 

Department and the Higher Officials are repeatedly insisting 

for  installation of Closed Circuit  CCTV Cameras in all  the 

places  to  improvise  the  vigil  over  the  crimes  and  the 

offenders.  This  being  the  preachings  of  the  Police 

Department  to  the  citizen  at  large  of  this  Great  Nation, 

what about the offenders and Black Sheeps in the Police 
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Offices, Chambers and Office Rooms of the higher officials 

and  what  measures  are  taken to  nab the  offenders  and 

Black Sheeps inside the Police Department and other public 

offices and institutions etc."

7.  This  Court  is  of  an  opinion  that  on  account  of  growing 

incidences of Sexual Harassment in work places across the Country, it 

is necessary to extend the installation of CCTV Cameras in the office 

rooms  of  the  higher  officials  and  this  Court  recommended  the 

Government to consider the installation of CCTV Cameras, inside  the 

Chamber  of  Higher  officials.  However,  it  is  for  the  Government  to 

consider the said directions.

8. As far as the directions issued in the opening paragraphs i.e., 

1 & 2 in W.P.No.25213 of 2018 dated 14.02.2019, it is unconnected 

with the parties to the lis are concerned. The said direction was given 

by this Court only to stand as an example and to install  the CCTV 

Cameras in the Chambers of the Hon'ble Judge concerned, who passed 

the  order  and  the  said  direction  is  only  to  the 

Registrar(Administration),  High  Court  of  Madras  and  absolutely, 

unconnected with the parties to the lis, who all are at liberty to prefer 

an appeal or challenge any such directions issued in the concluding 
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portions of the order dated 14.02.2019.

9. The Registrar(Administration) also informed this Court that no 

appeal has been filed by the Registrar, High Court of Madras against 

the opening directions given in the said order.

10. This Court thought fit at the time of delivering the judgment 

that Charity should begin at home, and install the CCTV Camera, is of 

paramount importance on account of  the current day developments 

and  considering  the  growing  crime  rate  in  the  Country,  more 

specifically, Sexual Harassment in work places against women.

11.  When  the  Personal  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Mr.Justice 

S.M.SUBRAMANIAM, enquired about the installation of CCTV Camera in 

the Chambers of the Hon'ble Judge and thereafter, the Technical Team 

from the Central Industrial Security Force headed by Mr.K.V.K.Sriram, 

Senior  Commandant,  visited  the  Chambers  of  Hon'ble  Mr.Justice 

S.M.SUBRAMANIAM, along with his technical group and ascertained the 

tech feasibility and made an assurance to the Hon'ble Judge that soon 

after the permission is granted by the Registrar (Administration), the 

CCTV Camera would be installed in the Chambers without any further 
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delay.

12. Two weeks lapsed, three weeks lapsed and now, four weeks 

lapsed. Nothing happened, is the painful situation. This Court would 

not  go into  the  administrative  reasons  and the  direction is  only  to 

install the CCTV Camera in the Chambers of the Hon'ble Judge, which 

is  also  an  official  premises.  Chamber  of  a  Hon'ble  Judge  is  also  a 

“public office” and there cannot be any other interpretation other than 

this. Chambers of the Hon'ble High Court Judge is used as a Court Hall 

for conducting in-camera proceedings and to deal the administrative 

files,  judicial  orders  and  for  dictation  of  judgments.  Thus,  the 

Chambers of the Hon'ble Judge is certainly the “public office” and there 

cannot be any other second opinion. When the Chamber of a Hon'ble 

Judge is a “public office”, then there cannot be any inference in respect 

of the installation of CCTV Camera and the Hon'ble Judge felt that both 

for security purposes and to function transparently, such an action is 

initiated.

13.  Even  without  reference  to  the  judicial  orders  passed  on 

14.02.2019  in  W.P.No.25213  of  2018,  a  request  is  made 

administratively  to  install  the  CCTV  Camera  by  utilizing  the  funds 
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allotted  for  the  Chamber  infrastructures  and  facilities.  The  Hon'ble 

Judge also expressed his readiness to install the CCTV Camera in his 

own cost, if no funds are available with the Hon'ble High Court. That 

also has not been complied with. Once again, it is reiterated that the 

costs will be borne by the Hon'ble Judge himself.

14.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Registrar(Administration) 

has to answer the following questions, enabling this Court to proceed 

with the matter further:-

(1)  Whether  the  copy  of  the  order  dated  14.02.2019  in 

W.P.No.25213  of  2018  has  been  received  by  the  Registrar 

(Administration) or not ?

(2)  Whether  the  Registrar  (Administration)  is  aware  of  the 

judgment  of  the  Hon'ble  Supreme  Court  of  India  in  the  case  of 

Pradyuman Bisht V. Union of India, reported in 2018 15 SCC 

433 or not? 

(3)  What  all  are  the  procedures  adopted  for  furnishing  and 

providing infrastructures and other facilities to the Chambers of the 

Hon'ble Judges and how much financial allotment is granted to each 

Chamber of the Hon'ble Judges? 

(4) What all are the furnishings, infrastructures, installations and 
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facilities  provided  in  the  Chambers  of  the  Hon'ble  Judges  and  the 

expenditures already met by the Hon'ble High Court for providing such 

facilities to the Chambers of the Hon'ble Judges of the Hon'ble High 

Court of Madras? 

(5)  What  is  the  difficulty  for  the  Registrar(Administration)  in 

installing the  CCTV Cameras  in  the Chambers  of  Hon'ble  Mr.Justice 

S.M.SUBRAMANIAM, inspite of the fact that the Hon'ble Judge himself 

informed the Registrar(Administration) that the CCTV Camera can be 

installed from and out of  his  Chamber funds allotted or at his  own 

cost? 

(6) Even in the absence of judicial order, whether the Hon'ble 

Judge has got powers to install CCTV Camera in the interest of his own 

security as well  as in the interest of justice as held by the Hon'ble 

Supreme Court of India in the case cited supra ?

(7) Public confidence in the judicial institution is of paramount 

importance.  When  Courts  are  issuing  certain  directions  to  the 

Government  and to  the  other  other  authorities  in  respect  of  public 

offices and more specifically, within the Court premises to monitor the 

movements of the Advocates, Staff members and litigants, this Court 

is of the humble opinion that nothing wrong in monitoring the judicial 

and administrative functions of the Hon'ble Judges in their Chambers 
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as the Hon'ble Judges Chambers are also falling within the definition of 

“public office”.

(8) Under these circumstances, the Registrar(Administration) has 

to furnish the details in respect of the above questions raised, so as to 

proceed further in this matter.

15.  Post  this  matter  under  the  caption  “For  Reporting 

Compliance” on 15.03.2019.

11.03.2019

kak

Internet:Yes

Note: Issue order copy on 11.03.2019
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Copy to:-

The Registrar (Administration),

High Court,

Madras.
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S.M.SUBRAMANIAM, J.
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