
Solidarity With Protesting Students of RGNUL,Patiala. 
“Universities never reform themselves; everyone knows that”.  

     -Lord Melbourne 1779-1848: speech, House of Lords, 11 April 1837. 

Fellow Students, 

The past few years have made patent the existence of flagrant administrative misdemeanours, opaqueness, and 
sexism and discrimination occurring across educational institutions. But what they have also borne testimony to is 
the fact that students will not bend and acquiesce to the whims and fancies of the administrations, but will stand up 
to challenge them with one voice. The above quotation clearly implies that its the student fraternity which will rise 
and revolt against the malpractices and lackadaisical attitude of the university authorities in order to usher reforms. 
Law Students Union( LSU), Panjab University, Chandigarh ,since its inception has always been at the forefront of 
struggles related to the grievances of budding lawyers and aspiring officers. LSU stands for the oneness and 
togetherness of legal fraternity.   

On the 13th of March 2019, some students of RGNUL(Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law), Patiala, Punjab 
protested against the quality of food served in the Boys Mess. On the 15th of March 2019, the Administration, 
mischaracterizing the protest, nitpicked six students, harassing them and violating their fundamental rights, 
wrongfully suspended them from the campus entirely – something which is not only an entirely disproportionate 
penalty, but also an egregious violation of rights by a University which claims itself to be an island of legal 
excellence. Since the evening of March 15th, extending till the present moment, the Students of RGNUL have been 
on a peaceful protest asking for the illegal suspension order to be revoked.  

It is imperative to understand that this protest transpired not just because of the immediate issue at hand, but because 
of larger looming frustration persisting among the students due to rampant sexism, opaque and vengeful 
administration, unavailability of official documents and with no recourse to addressing these grievances. This 
unaccountable system was in a large part extant because of the lack of any student representation which can take up 
these issues with the administration. Previous attempts of formulating a student body have been foiled by the 
administration and vengeful action has been taken against those leading these attempts. At around 1 AM, 16th March 
2019, the student community of RGNUL formulated the RGNUL Students Association to organize collectively and 
to represent the interests of the students before the administration in a democratic manner. Challenging the 
administration, this Student Association submitted a Representation to the authorities which in addition to the appeal 
for revocation of the penalty imposed against our six students, highlighted other key issues, viz. lack of transparency, 
discriminatory in-timings for girls and consociate rampant sexism by the Administrative Officer, and misuse of 
university resources.  

This overnight protest has witnessed the administration manifesting its imperturbed behavior with respect to the 
issues highlighted by the students. Failing any adequate consideration paid to the issues during the overnight protest, 
the Students resorted to peaceful sloganeering which continued till the early morning of the 16th. At about 8 AM, 
two Judges of the Punjab and Haryana High Court addressed the students, and the suspended students were granted 
back their hostel and campus privileges pending the inquiry. However, ambiguity persists with respect to other 
demands . 

We, the LSU condemn the authoritative and dictatorial attitude of the RGNUL authorities and stand in complete 
solidarity with the protesting students of RGNUL, Patiala who have come together on a single platform to raise 
genuine issues of the students which have a direct concern with “ Right to Life and Liberty” as enshrined in Article 
21 of  the Indian Constitution . We hereby extend our full support and cooperation to our protesting fellow mates 
who have shown grit and courage to oppose the tyrannical attitude of the RGNUL authorities. 

We also appeal to the RGNUL authorities to understand that  “a university should be the place of light, of liberty and 
of learning” as said by Benjamin Disraeli and should pay urgent attention to the student issues. 



 
 


