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  के��ीय सूचना आयोग 

Central Information Commission 

 बाबा गंगनाथ माग�, मुिनरका 
    Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka 

      नई �द�ली, New Delhi – 110067 

 

ि�तीय अपील सं�या /Second Appeal No.- CIC/MOLAJ/A/2017/140993  

Adjunct Order Dated 09.10.2018 

Hearing: 
1.  The instant matter is listed today for further hearing. 

2. Both the parties participated in the hearing in person. Mr. Anshul Mittal 

(Counsel for BCD) represented the respondent. The written submissions are 

taken on record. 

3. During the hearing, the appellant limited her query to the furnishing of 

copy of the file notings and the resolutions relating to increment of enrolment 

fee (of the period prior to 5 years from the date of receipt of this RTI 

application). Further, she informed that ‘RTI section’ on the website of the BCD 

is reflected as ‘not found’ which is not in tune with compliance of Section 

4(1)(b) of the RTI Act.  As a result, address of the CPIO/1st appellate authority 

is not displayed for information of general public. In addition, she stated that 

penalty should be imposed on the CPIO, BCD for not supplying her required 

information timely and also for not complying with the RTI Act. She also sought 

a token compensation on account of loss of her valuable time and mental 

agony.  

4. The representative of respondent (Bar Council of Delhi) agreed to provide 

to the appellant certified copy of complete file notings and the resolutions 

relating to increment of enrolment fee (of the period prior to 5 years from the 

date of receipt of this RTI application), within 15 days from the date of receipt 

of this order. Moreover, he stated that he is not properly briefed by the CPIO, 

as he was recently appointed. 

Discussion/ observation: 

5. The respondent is directed to take action as agreed to in para 4 above.  
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6. This Commission observed that the website of Bar Council of Delhi 

should be updated as per the RTI Act. The CPIO, BCD should intimate this 

factual position to the Commission, within 30 days from the date of receipt of 

this order.  

7. Prima-facie the CPIO was absent on 31-05-2018, 10-09-2018 and 09-10-

2018. It appears that the CPIO has failed to honour his legal obligations under 

the RTI Act by repeatedly making excuses for the delay in giving the 

information. Moreover, the CPIO has not submitted any written 

submissions/explanations with regard to the delay and his absence on each day 

of hearing. Earlier the CPIO had brought to the attention of the CIC their 

engagement in the verification process of the Bar Council of Delhi. The same 

plea cannot be taken over and again. It does not seem appropriate for the CPIO 

not to depute any suitable officer for attending the CIC hearing/attending to RTI 

application(s). This lack of responsibility from the respondent authority reflects 

his utter disregard for the law.  

8. The CPIO could have sent his authorized representative to present his 

case but he failed in his legal duty. Due to absence and inaction of the CPIO, 

the appellant could not get this information in time. This is a fit case for 

imposing penalty on the CPIO on the ground of delay/denial of information by 

the CPIO by being absent on all the previous occasions. He did not care to at 

least inform this Commission regarding the reasons for delay. Hearing was 

scheduled one after another giving ample opportunity to the respondent to 

present his case. Despite this, he did not fulfill his legal obligation of timely 

supplying the information to the appellant. It is observed that merely, citing the 

incidence of verification process of Bar Council of Delhi does not absolve the 

CPIO from his legal duty under the RTI Act. The CPIO should have explained 

reasons for his absence on each of these dates i.e. 31-05-2018, 10-09-2018 and 

09-10-2018. The representative of the respondent was not acquainted with the 

present case. The CPIO, BCD should have attended the hearing personally or 

through a representative who was aware of the subject matter. This reflects 

failure on the part of the CPIO in not supplying the information on time as per 

the RTI Act. The CPIO is warned not to remain absent on the hearing date of 
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CIC in future. This should also be brought to the attention of Chairman, Bar 

Council of Delhi. 

9. In view of the above, this Commission observed that the CPIO, BCD has 

not complied with paras 9 and 10 of this Commission’s order dated 31-05-2018 

within the timeline as mentioned in the order. The CPIO, BCD was given 

adequate opportunity to explain his case. However, he has failed to do so. In 

view of this, it is observed that penalty of Rs. 5,000/- should be imposed on the 

CPIO, BCD for not complying with this Commission’s order dated 31-05-2018 

within the timeline as per the RTI Act. 

10. This Commission is of the opinion that the appellant has not explained 

any loss and detriment suffered by her due to non-supply of information as per 

the RTI Act. Therefore, no case of compensation is made out in the matter. 

Decision: 

11.  The respondent is directed to take action as per paras 5, 6, 8 and 9 

above. Further, penalty of Rs. 5,000/- is imposed on the CPIO, BCD. The 

amount of Rs. 5,000/- shall be deducted by the Public Authority from the salary 

of the CPIO by way of demand draft drawn in favour of “PAO, CAT”, New Delhi 

in 2 equal monthly instalments and forward the demand drafts addressed to 

Deputy Registrar (CR-II), email: dyregcr2-cic@gov.in Room No. 106, First Floor, 

Central Information Commission, Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka, New Delhi-

110067. The first instalment should reach the Commission by 07.11.2018 and 

the last instalment should reach by 07.12.2018. 

The compliance is disposed of. Copy of the order be given to the parties 

free of cost. 

Radha Krishna Mathur (
((

(राधा कृ�ण माथुर

राधा कृ�ण माथुरराधा कृ�ण माथुर

राधा कृ�ण माथुर)

))

)    
Chief Information Commissioner (मु�य सूचना आयु�

मु�य सूचना आयु�मु�य सूचना आयु�

मु�य सूचना आयु�)

))

) 

Authenticated true copy 

(अिभ�मािणत स�ािपत �ित) 
 

S.C. Sharma 
Dy. Registrar 

एसएसएसएस. . . . सीसीसीसी. . . . शमा�शमा�शमा�शमा�, , , , उप-पंजीयक 

(011-26186535) 

 

Bar & Bench (www.barandbench.com)



 

4 

 

Copy To:- 
 
1.CPIO,  
Bar Council of Delhi, 
2/6, Khel Gaon Marg,  
Siri Fort Institutional Area,  
New Delhi-110049. 
 
2. Chairman, 
Bar Council of Delhi, 
2/6, Khel Gaon Marg,  
Siri Fort Institutional Area,  
New Delhi-110049. 
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