
Date: 28.12.2016 
To,                                                                                                                        
Mr SrinivasaKamath, 
National Focal Point - Human Rights Defenders and Joint Registrar  
The National Human Rights Commission, 
ManavAdhikariBhawan, 
Block C, GPO Complex, INA  
New Delhi, 110023 

  
Subject: Harassment of PUCL meeting attendees, including Journalists, Advocates and academics, 
and villagers, by Dantewada police. 
 

Sir, 
This is to bring to your attention an urgent situation of intense harassment and intimidation of the 
attendees of a PUCL meeting (journalists, advocates and academics) by police officials in 
Dantewada district, Bastar Division.  
 

On 19.12.2016, People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) had organised a one day meeting on 
Adivasi Rights in Matenar Village of Dantewada District, Bastar Division, Chhattisgarh. The district 
administration had been informed prior to this event. [Annexure 1] The meeting was attended by 
some 100 villagers from different districts, other than some 25-30 civil rights activists and students 
from around the country.  During the event, the villagers shared personal stories of facing extreme 
hardships due to the on-going insurgency and counter-insurgency operations. The entire program 
was videographed and widely covered by media. [Annexure 2] Some delegates and attendees 
departed after the event finished that night, others spent the night there to depart in the morning of 
the next day. 
 

On the next day, 20.12.2016, at around 9 am in the morning, some of the attendees, namely, Aritra 
Bhattacharya (Journalist, The Statesman), AtindriyoChakrabarty (Advocate, Kolkata High Court) , P 
Pavni (Journalist, Hyderabad), Kaveri (Professor/Scientist, Ashoka University, New Delhi), 
PriyankaShukla (Advocate, Bilaspur), Nikita Agarwal (Advocate, New Delhi), and some villagers, 
left the venue in a privately rented vehicle. As soon as they crossed some 150 meters, around 10-15 
people, some in police uniforms, others in civilian dress, stopped their vehicle. One of the police 
officers identified himself as Sub Inspector Rajak of Kotwali Thana, Dantewada. As soon as the 
vehicle was stopped, one of the policemen spoke to someone on the phone and said, “we have 
caught them.” After this, they started questioning us closely and started taking down everyone’s 
personal details and also took everyone’s photographs. The policeman photographer told the group 
of attendees that he had “orders from above” to do so. The questioning about the meeting was 
unnecessarily aggressive, since all information was readily provided to Mr.Rajak about the 
meeting.   Not wanting to raise the temperature, everyone complied with these clearly intrusive 
and illegal instructions and provided him with all details and photographs. 
 

Little did anyone know that these pictures given to a public official with an expectation and 
responsibility of keeping it official and private, were sent around in multiple whatsapp groups by 
one Mr.Farukh Ali from his number 9424287654. Further, these groups have Senior officers from 
Police Department such as Mr SRP Kalluri, SP Sukma, SP Dantewada and others and various 
journalists from news channels such as Etv etc. Screenshot of these messages in these groups and 
members of the group is attached with this mail as Annexure 3. Mr.Farukh Ali is a member of 
BastarSangharshSamiti and a new vigilante group called the Action Group for National Integration 
or AGNI. Prior to this, he was also a member of now-disbanded vigilante group known as the 
SamajikEkta Manch. These pictures were sent to different groups along with the following 
whatsapp message [Snapshots of this :Annexure 3]: 

 

“बस्तर मॆ फ़िर एक बार नक्सली समथथन म ॆJNU फ़क घसुपैट..... 

फ़दल्ली से आये  Jnu के कुछ संफ़दग्ध लोग !दतेंवाड़ा फ़जला कटेकल्याण ग्राम मटेनार मॆ घसेु झटू बोलकर ,फ़कया सरकारी भवन का 

उपयोग !  19-12-2016 को फ़दल्ली  JNU के छात्र फ़जनके नाम अफ़तंद्रवेा ,चक्रवती,अररटो भटाचायथ ,कावेरी,फ़ियंका 



शकु्ला,P.पावनी पह ुँचे ग्राम मटेनार ये कहकर फ़क ई.आवास का फोटो खीचना ह ैएवं बैंक खाता मॆ आधार न.जोड़ने कहकर घसेु ! गांव 

वालों को इखट्टा करके शरुू फ़कया भाषण बाजी ! Jnu छात्रों द्वारा ग्राम के यवुकों को भड़काया गया फ़क फोसथ बलात्कार करती ह ै

आफ़दवाफ़सयों फ़क हत्या करती ह ै!नक्सफ़लयों के समथथन मॆ फ़िर एक बार  jnu फ़क गहरी चाल !ज्ञात हो फ़क कुछ महीने पहले नामा 
कोम्माकोलेंग मॆ पत्रकार बनकर नंफ़ि सनु्दर गांव वालों को नक्सफ़लयों का साथ दनेे फ़क बात कही थी !ग्रामीणों द्वारा सामनाथ बघले के 

नेततृ्व मॆ  नंफ़ि सनु्दर एवं अन्य के फ़खलाफ  fir दजथ कराया गया था !उसके कुछ महीने बाद सामनाथ बघले फ़क नक्सफ़लयों ने हत्या 
करदी थी ! 

फ़िर एक बार jnu का बस्तर मॆ धोके से घसुना बस्तर के फ़लये खतरे का संकेत ह ै!बस्तर पफ़ुलस को करनी होगी कायथवाही ! 

फारुख अली, 
बस्तर संघषथ सफ़मफ़त" 

 

Not only is the message above completely inaccurate, it is also highly defamatory and 
inflammatory. However, what is even more disturbing is that the photographs appearing with this 
message were those taken by the Dantewada police on the morning of the 20.12.2016.   How can 
photographs taken by a police officer in his official capacity, claiming to take them for official 
purpose, land up with someone like Farukh Ali, who has nothing to do with the police department 
and rather, he is known to harass and defame civil rights activists in this area. The right to privacy 
is a fundamental right, which has been completely violated by the Dantewada police. This clearly 
discloses a disturbingly close nexus between the police and vigilante groups operating in the area. 
 

Further, it should be noted that the above message is completely factually incorrect. None of the six 
people mentioned above are from JNU, and “JNU” has been used simply to insinuate a sinister 
connection of these people with antinational elements.  However, it should be noted that even if 
they had all been from JNU, yet they have a right to enter Bastar, just as every citizen of this country 
has a right to travel to anywhere in India.  Moreover, no forceful or illegal possession of a 
government building was taken as claimed in the above message, nor did anyone make any 
speeches against the government. The program was organized in the Panchayat Bhavan by local 
villagers who have a right to use that venue. Also, the local administration had already been 
informed about the program and its venue. The event was meant to give a platform to local adivasis 
to meet with national delegates of the PUCL and discuss civil liberties in time of insurgency and 
counter-insurgency. That is exactly what happened in the program, which was widely covered by 
local media.   
 

It should be noted that Mr. Sukul Prasad Nag / Barse, resident of Matenar, who had helped organize 
this PUCL meeting also faced intense harassment at the hands of Bastar police, who also threatened 
him. A complaint regarding the same has already been filed in the NHRC by PUCL. 
 

This attack is in line with the continuing harassment of human rights activists in this area, who are 
attempting to ensure that fundamental rights guaranteed to every citizen under the constitution 
are upheld. Hon’ble Chairperson of the this commission in his press release on 9th of December, the 
day when the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders was adopted by the UN General Assembly 
observed that “Bonafide interests of Human Rights Defenders should be protected and the State 
should create and maintain a safe and enabling environment for HRDs where human rights are 
promoted and protected.” However,  if one looks at Bastar in Chhattisgarh, one only finds an 
environment of fear and hostility. 
 

In furtherance of its mandate to protect human rights defenders, we urge the Hon’ble commission 
to take action in this matter as soon as possible. 
 

Sincerely, 
PriyankaShukla 

Advocate, Bilaspur 
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