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An International Seminar of Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other 

Human Sciences will be held in collaboration with The English and Foreign Languages 

University, Hyderabad during 2-4 November 2015 on the theme “The Enigma of Law.” 
The seminar is part of an ongoing series of seminars on “enigma” planned by the Centre. 
The series began in 2011 with “The Enigma of Health” followed by “The Enigma of 
Happiness,” “The Enigma of Pain,” “The Enigma of Beauty” and “The Enigma of 
Democracy.” This year’s seminar has Jacques Derrida’s text “Force of Law: Part I” as the 

motivation. The following conceptual note has been prepared by Rodolphe Gasché, who 

has agreed to deliver the keynote address. 

Concept Note 

The question of the law is a continuous concern in 

Derrida’s writings, especially in his later work. Even 
though “Force of Law” approaches the question of the law 
primarily in its distinction from the legal concept of right 

and within the horizon of the problematic of justice, this 

1989 text refines numerous, earlier reflections on the law 

and anticipates others that will be developed in greater 

detail in later works. I mention only the distinction of the 

Greek notion of nomos and Mosaic Law, the difference 

between the laws and the Law, the enigma of the injunctive 

and binding character of all laws, along with the 

hyperbolic, but also aporetic, nature of these injunctions, 

the violence involved in making the law, its subsequent 

power or force, and so forth. On a broader level, “Force of 
Law” intersects with Derrida’s elaborations elsewhere on 
the relation of the law to nationalism and community 

formation, its connection with particular idioms and 

language in general, the commerce between the theological 

and the political, that is, also the question of secularization, 



the whole Schmittean problematic of the state of exception, and the foundation of 

authority. As its very title suggests, however, “Force of Law” is also a meditation on the 
metaphysical concept of force, on the difference of force from violence, and, more 

generally, on what to understand by ‘deconstruction,’ how the latter is linked to the 
question of the law and under what conditions something like a deconstruction becomes 

possible and necessary. This, then, is also the context in which Derrida makes the 

provocative statement that “deconstruction is justice,” a statement that is indicative of the 

fact that a meditation on 

the law is, in addition, a 

meditation on the 

possibility and limits of 

syllogistic reasoning. 

The reflections in “Force 
of Law” on the law in its 
distinction from the laws, 

right, and the legal concept 

of justice take place against 

the background of the 

distinction between nomos 

and Mosaic Law, that is, 

against the double – Greek 

and Judeo-Christian – 

heritage that constitutes the 

two sources of Europe, or 

the West. The ultimate 

thrust of these reflections seeking to do justice to this double heritage of the West is to 

think toward a concept of law that in a principal way opens itself to another conception of 

the law, the law of the other in both a subjective and objective sense. If, furthermore, 

“Force of Law” can accomplish such an opening only by inscribing within its reflection 

the virtual space for something that is not simply an equivalent of the law, something 

other than the law, then Derrida’s critical debates with Kant’s practical and moral 
philosophy, Benjamin’s “Critique of Violence,” and Schmitt’s political theology are 

essential to determining the structural features of a discourse on the law that avoids both 

Eurocentrism and its opposite, i.e., anti-Eurocentrism. 

 

Needless to say, Derrida’s multifaceted elaborations on the question of the law invite a 
host of historical and philosophical questions. Yet, apart from the need for close-reading 

“Force of Law” in order to clarify its argument(s), to substantiate them by drawing on the 

resources provided by the text or, if necessary, to examine them critically, this often 

sketchy text raises a daunting question: how to conceive of a law that differs from the 

Western conception of the law and its philosophical and religious underpinnings? Do the 

Greek nomos and Mosaic Law harbor the tools to think a concept of law distinct from 

them? Can an other concept of the law justify itself without at least resorting to the Greek 

inquiry into the lawfulness of the law and that which makes a law a law in the first place? 

Jacques Derrida 



                                                 Keynote Speaker 

Rodolphe Gasché is Distinguished Professor & Eugenio 

Donato Chair of Comparative Literature at The College 

of Arts and Sciences, the State University of New York 

at Buffalo. He studied philosophy and comparative 

literature in Munich, Berlin, and Paris. He holds an 

M.A. and Ph.D. in philosophy from the Freie 

Universität Berlin (Germany). Besides translating major 

works by Derrida and Lacan into German and 

publishing numerous articles in a variety of scholarly 

journals, he has published several books: Die hybride 

Wissenschaft (Stuttgart: Metzler, 1973), System und 

Metaphorik in der Philosophie von Georges Bataille 

(Bern: Lang, 1978), The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida 

and the Philosophy of Reflection (Cambridge: Harvard, 

1986), Inventions of Difference: On Jacques Derrida 

(Cambridge: Harvard, 1994), The Wild Card of 

Reading: On Paul de Man (Harvard, 1998), Of Minimal Things: Studies on the Notion of 

Relation (Stanford, 1999), The Idea of Form: Rethinking Kant’s Aesthetics (Stanford, 

2003), Views and Interviews: On Deconstruction in America (The Davies Group, 

Publishers, 2006), The Honor of Thinking: Critique, Theory, Philosophy (Stanford, 

2007), Europe, or The Infinite Task: A Study of a Philosophical Concept (Stanford, 

2009),  Un Arte Muy Fragil: Sobre la Retorica de Aristoteles (Metales Pesados, 2010), 

The Stelliferous Fold: Toward a Virtual Law of Literature’s Self-Formation (Fordham, 

2011), Imada Nai Sekai Wo Motomete: Heidegger, Derrida, Löwith (Getsuyosha 

Limited, 2012), Georges Bataille: Phenomenology and Phantasmatology (Stanford, 

2012), Geophilosophy: On Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari’s “What is Philosophy?” 

(Northwestern University Press, 2014). His interests concern nineteenth- and twentieth-

century French literature, critical theory, and its relation to continental philosophy since 

early romanticism. Before coming to Buffalo, he taught at the Freie Universität, Berlin 

and the Johns Hopkins University. 

 

Deadline for Application 

 

The last date for receiving the proposal for participation and 300-word abstract is: 

August 31, 2015. The abstract may be sent as an email attachment to Prafulla Kar 

(prafullakar@gmail.com), with a copy to D. Venkat Rao, the Local Convener of the 

Seminar. Selection for participation will be made by September 15, 2015. The last date 

for registration by sending the required fee is: September 30, 2015. The last date for 

receiving the full paper is: October 15, 2015. 

Registration Fee 

Each participant is required to pay a registration fee of Rs.1500/- (Rupees fifteen hundred 

only) through a bank draft payable to Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and 

Other Human Sciences on any bank in Baroda. The fee will take care of lunch and tea 



during the seminar. The fee does not include the cost of accommodation, and is non-

refundable. Those who need accommodation at Hyderabad should get in touch with the 

local convener. Participants have to make their own travel arrangements. 

Address for Correspondence 

 

Prafulla C. Kar 

Director 

Balvant Parekh Centre for General 

Semantics and Other Human Sciences 

C-302, Siddhi Vinayak Complex 

Faramji Road, Behind Railway Station 

Baroda 390 007, Gujarat 

Email:prafullakar@gmail.com 

Tel: 0265-2320870 

website: www.balvantparekhcentre.org.in 

Local Convener 

 

D. Venkat Rao 

Professor of English 

The English and Foreign Languages University 

Hyderabad 500 007 

Email:telvenkat@gmail.com 
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