
 

 Press Release 
 

Bar Council of India has organised a Joint Meeting on the issue of Higher 

Education and Research Bill, 2011. 
 

The meeting Resolved to intensify the stir to oppose the Bills, and it decided to 

undertake the phase-wise agitation across the country 

Lawyers to observe 11
th

 and 12
th

 July, 2012 as “the protest Days” and stage 

Dharna at Jantar Mantar in August against these Bills 
  

The joint meeting has unanimously Resolved to oppose these Bills till the HRD Ministry 

does not exclude “the legal education” and the “Advocates Act, 1961” from the 

purview of all these anti people Bills. 

 

New Delhi: May 22, 2012: The members of Bar Council of India and all the State bar 

council and Bar association from all over India has decided to strongly oppose the Higher 

education and Research Bill, 2011 and passed many resolution to oppose the bill including 

Phase-wise agitation across the country and observe 11
th

 and 12
th

 July as the protest Day 

and stage dharna ar jantar mantar in August in a joint meeting here at Delhi. Bar 

Council of India has organised a Joint Meeting on the issue of Higher Education and 

Research Bill, 2011. Joint Meeting was headed by the Hon’ble chairman of Bar Council of 

India, Shri Manan Kumar Mishra. Members of the Bar Council of India along with 

Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen or a nominee of the Chairman of all the State Bar Councils and 

other representatives of the Bar Associations from across the India were present in this 

Joint Meeting.Mr. Manan Mishra, Chairman of Bar Council of India said on this occasion, 

“The manner in which these Bills are drafted and are sought to be introduced by the HRD 

Ministry is clandestinely trying to sideline and to harm the advocates of the country and 

their elected statutory Bodies in the matter of legal education and legal profession.  

The joint meeting has unanimously RESOLVED to oppose these Bills till the HRD Ministry 

does not exclude “the legal education” and the “Advocates Act, 1961” from the purview of 

all these anti people Bills. The meeting was of the unanimous view that the HER Bill, 2011 

is not only an attack on the Advocates’ Act, but it is completely in violation of the federal 

structure of the nation.  The HRD Ministry is trying to hand-over the entire education 

system to a few of its nominees.  Apart from being arbitrary, the said Bill is totally 

impractical and attempts to spoil “the tested and well established traditional norms of 

education system of the country”.   

 

 

 

 



These Bills have not at all taken into account the ground-realities, availability of 

infrastructures, the social and economical conditions prevailing in India.   In fact, the 

Ministry is attempting to replace “the Legal Education Committee” of Bar Council, by a 

handful of nominees of Union Government (in its HRD Department) in the garb of 

Globalisation.  The Legal Education Committee of Bar Council of India is a high-level 

committee headed by Hon’ble former Judge of Supreme Court of India, one Hon’ble sitting 

Chief Justice of a High Court, the Hon’ble Judges, High Court, Dr. Madhava Menon and 

Prof. N.L. Mitra, distinguished academicians Vice Chancellors. The Law Secretary, 

Government of India,  The U.G.C. Chairman, five selected members of the Bar Council of 

India, the Attorney General of India and the Solicitor General of  India.  

The meeting RESOLVED to intensify the stir to oppose the Bills, and it decided to 

undertake the phase-wise agitation across the country.   It was also RESOLVED that the 

representatives of all the Bar Associations of the country, the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen 

of all the State Bar Councils shall hold a Press Conference on 10
th

 June, 2012 at their 

respective Headquarters highlighting this issue and the copies of their Press Releases, as 

per this resolution shall be sent to Hon’ble President of India, Hon’ble Prime Minister of 

India, Hon’ble Union Minister for Law and Justice, Hon’ble Union Minister for Corporate 

Affairs, Hon’ble Union Minister for HRD, the Hon’ble Chief Ministers of all the States and 

the Hon’ble Ministers for HRD of all the States, in order to draw their attention towards the 

arbitrary nature of these Draft Bills and the mala-fide intention with which these Bills are 

sought to be introduced.   
 

It was further RESOLVED that between 18
th

 June to 30
th

 June, 2012 the delegation of all 

the Bar Associations across the country will meet the Hon’ble Members of Parliament (Lok 

Sabha and Rajya Sabha) of their respective constituencies and hand-over a memorandum to 

the Hon’ble members of Parliament with a request to oppose these Bills in the Parliament 

and out of the Parliament. It was further RESOLVED unanimously to observe 11
th

 

and 12
th

 July, 2012 as “the protest Days” against these Bills and the joint meeting 

RESOLVES that in order to express their resentment, the advocates across the country 

shall abstain from attending their works on 11
th

 and 12
th

 July, 2012 and there shall be a 

peaceful Dharna at the respective Districts and State Headquarters on 11
th

 and 12
th

 

July, 2012. 10. The Joint meeting also RESOLVED to burn the copies of the said Bills 

and to highlight it before the Media on 11
th

 July, 2012.In continuation of this phase-wise 

agitation, the joint meeting further RESOLVED that if the HRD Ministry does not accept 

the demands of the Bar Council of India and State Bar Councils, the representatives of 

Lawyers of all the Bar Association of India and all the members of State Bar Council along 

with other Advocates, would assemble at Delhi at Jantar Mantar in the month of August, 

i.e. on first day of the coming Parliamentary Session and from Jantar Mantar, the 

procession of representatives of Advocates across the country will proceed/march in the 

form of a peaceful rally towards the Parliament in order to express the grievances of about 

1.5 millions of Advocates before the Hon’ble Members of Parliament. The joint meeting 

also unanimously RESOLVED that all the agitation programmes will be peaceful, in 

decent manner and would be fully in accordance with the observations of Hon’ble Apex 

Court.   

(J.R. Sharma)                                         

Secretary, Bar Council of India 
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